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DISTRICT  OF  VERMONT,  TO  WIT: 

3£  it  leinembered,  thai  on  the  dzth  day  of  Hay,  in  the  fifty - 
jfourth  year  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of 
J^^America,  OaAuncKr  Gooduch,  of  the  said  Dinhct,  hath  tle- 
•  poait«d  in  this  office,  the  tiife  of  a  book,  the  right  whereof  lie 
clainu  aa  propnetor,  in  tlie  words  following,  to  wit: 

"  &fact  Pracfteol  7h«oIag3r  o/*  ikt  SaaiUenih  Centuiy,  comprinng  tht  best 
Pmetiad  tporlu  nf  the  grmL  EngUA  Dmnu,  and  other  amgmitd  auUuirt  of 
tint  <we.  ColUeted  ana  irrangtd,  taith  bio^raphiaU  tkttdut  and  occattonal 
nofu,  tv  Jahis  Haksh,  PruMmt  of  the  Umvm^  of  Vermoni.  h  Jivt  Fol- 
^  UDKf.^^of.  /.  eonlaUtmg  The  Uwmmm  of  the  ffir««nif,  and  the  Vanitu  of 
Man  at  MBrtai,  hi  Bit  Riv.  Johr  Hows,  and  Dittourtet  on  Qte  Four  Last 
Thingt,  iy  Da.  Wh.  Batks." 

In  conformity  to  the  Aot  of  the  Ooii|{fsw  of  the  United  States,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  encouragement  of  learning,  by  securing  the  copiea  of  Mapti, 
Charts,  and  Book*,  to  the  authors  and  propiieton  of  such  copies  during  tlia 
times  therein  menboned." 

JESSE  OOVE, 
CUrk  <f  the  Ditbrvi  of  Vemumt. 
A  tru«  Copy  of  Record.    Examined  and  sealed  by  me, 

J.  GOVE,  CUrk, 


Ca*t;KCiir  Goodkich,  Printer,  Siaiit\glon,  Vl. 
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PREFACE. 


P      Tbe  freneral  object  aimed  >(,  in  lepuMishing  the  works  hcr«- 

with  offered  to  the  public,  is  sufficiently  obviouo,  and,  i(  is  hopi>d, 

will  meet  thp  approbation  of  every  enliRhtcnGd  chrisliaii.     K(- 

lorts,  before  uiiv\aniplcd  in  the  history  oi  the  church,  are  made, 

>l  the  preBetit  time,  lo  promote  tlit  diffusion  of  the  scnptureB; 

ukI  we  hope  soon,  by  tbe  bk-ssin;;  of  (tod,  to  be  asiiured,  that 

I      lUs  most  ini(>orlant  means  of  ^r.n-<\  and  of  Apirttual  improvciu«nt 

L     hae  been  brouj-ht  to  the  threnJiold  of  every   lamtly  throiif^bout 

I    oar  eiieiMlcd  country.     But,  although  we  bold,  as  all  prolet>lantB 

*    profcM  to  do,  that  the  Word  of  God  is  alone  a  sufficient  rule  of 

.      buth  and  practice,  and  though  it  mi^ht   be   wiobed,  that  every 

^tlll'isltMl  would  Ml  read  and  contcrnphlc  its  instructions,  as  to 
nred  DO  other  aid  -,  e\{>erience  teaches  us,  that  even  in  the  moat 
eiilii;hlened  communities,  other  aids  are  thought  necessary  and 
reported  lo.  Most  christians  nol  only  depend  on  their  appointed 
•pirilnal  piidc  to  explain  to  (hem  the  truths  of  the  gospel,  but 
in  Ihcir  most  retired  and  wriotis  hours  of  meditation  upon  those 
Irutba  seet  assistance  from  (he  mi-diiations  of  others.  Nor  can 
It  t>e  doubled,  indeed,  that  men  of  undiitciplined  minds  arc  ea- 
tcnlially  benefited  by  such  recourse  to  works  judieiouitly  pre* 
p&r^d  to  aid  their  retlections,  and  may  thereby  cluvnle  their  de- 
rotional  feelings  and  enlarge  their  viewa  of  spiritual  things  be- 
yond what  they  would  he  able  to  do  by  their  own  unassisted  ef- 
forts. Works  of  tbi«  kind  have  been  produced  in  greater  or  less 
abundance,  and  with  dilTerent  Asgitea  of  excellence,  in  almost 
erery  a^c  of  the  Church  ;  and  it  needs  but  little  consideration 
to  be  convinced,  that  they  must  exert  an  influence  in  the  rcli- 
potn  education  of  the  community,  scarcely  inferior  to  the  in- 
«roctiont  of  tbe  pulpit  itself.  If  »ucb  be  the  fact,  it  becomes  a 
matl*r  of  practical  im|>ortancc  to  make  a  wise  selection  of  such 
workjt,  as  are  Iwst  fitted  in  this  way  to  promote  the  spiritual  im- 
prorement  of  chiistians,  and  to  bring  them,  as  far  as  may  be,  to 
the  knowledse  of  tbe  public  and  into  fieneral  use.  In  cnntcm- 
pblinj;  the  cjiaracler  and  productions  of  the  Church,  in  former 
period.i  of  its  history,  and  comparini;  them  m  iib  those  of  our  own 
age.  It  becomes  us,  as  far  as  possible,  to  recall  nhai«ver  of  good 
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ha£  fallen  into  ttisuse  or  been  superseded  by  what  is  inferior, 
mako  ihe  tabors  of  the  past  conlributc  to  tbe  improveiueiil  of  the 
inx'M'iil  jiiiil  Ihi.-  fiitiiiD,  nnd  ibtix,  aa  sttccesn'vc  gene mt ions  ]mm 
awny  iinil  ibeir  works  follow  Ihcin,  endeavor  to  "holil  I'aat  that 
whicb  in  k»i)cI,"  Id  g^lher  und  treajiiiie  up  the  choiresl  ''  fruits  of 
the  HjMril."  We  CiiniH>t  however  NippoHe,  that  all  christian;! 
would  ii';i.rec  in  their  judgment  of  ihe  merits  of  diiTerciit  works, 
or  would  be  glided  by  (he  same  taste  in  making  a  selection  of 
thin  kind,  and  it  may  bv  proper  to  stale  more  definitely  the  viuws, 
by  which  I  have  bci-n  doteriiiiiicd  in  tlic  ehoice  of  niiterinls  for 
t\w»c  volumes,  nnd  (be  };enerid  cbameler  of  the  treatises  which 
they  will  contain. 

In  examining  tbe  practical  and  devotional  works,  which  have 
hceii  published  nnd  most  generjiUy  circulated  during  the  laul cen- 
tury, there  has  seemed  to  me  and  to  many  othvm,  in  whose 
jiul^inent  I  confide,  to  be  a  great  deficiency  of  depth  and  spirit- 
ualily.  Instead  of  aiding  rtlleelion  iind  meditation,  and  gutdinf^ 
tbe  bumble  cbrihliau  to  a  spiriluni  act)  uni  eta  nee  with  the  things 
of  (he  spirit,  to  a  knoHJedgi!  of  "  the  deep  things  of  tJod,"  and 
thus  ciirry  in*;  liim  in  his  coiilenjplationst  among  those  apprepiiate 
objects  of  failh  and  spiriiual  discernment,  "  which  eye  bnth  not 
«eeii  nor  car  heard,"  they  too  often  tend  ralhor  to  produce  low 
and  narrow  eonettptions  of  those  objects  themselves,  nnd  lo  Lioiit 
the  aspirations  nf  the  mind  to  attainment*  far  sliort  of  our  duty 
and  our  happiness.  Many  of  them,  too,  are  designed  with  refer- 
crciice  to  the  peeubarilies  of  llits  or  that  scheme  of  theology, 
and  have  mure  iiillucnce  to  awaken  a  speculative  and  cotiirover- 
siat  di»p(i»ilion  of  mind,  than  to  cherish  a  contemplative  spirit,  nnd 
lix  the  Ibought.t  on  those  great  and  undisputed  truths,  whicJi  aro, 
after  ail,  most  ellbetual  in  promoting  spiritual  growth. 

Again,  in  conleinplah'ng  the  religions  cboracier  of  tlio  present 
age,  and  of  our  own  chutrhes,  with  much  in  adniiie  and  to  be 
thankful  fur  in  the  spirit  of  active  benevolence,  which  pervades 
tliem,  we  tind  nut  u  lillle  to  regret  in  the  supcrliciol  and  inadc- 
ijuate  views,  which  prevail,  with  regard  lo  the  nature  of  (he 
Christian  system,  and  in  the  want  of  that  profound  tuve  of  truth 
for  Ihe  truth's  sake,  which  ought  to  eharacleiixc  tbe  enligliteued 
christian.  We  need  more  of  (bat  intense  and  sustained  interest 
in  the  tniihs  and  aims  of  religion,  of  that  earnest  seckinj;;  aflcr 
knowledge  and  personal  holiness,  which,  during  the  17lh  ccntu* 
ry  not  only  secured  (he  attention,  but  lent  a  lascinnlion,  to  tier- 
inons  and  other  religious  exen-iites  of  such  length  uid  in  sueb 
style,  na  could  not  now  lie  hay.arihd  oven  by  tbe  most  able  and 
]>opular  preacher.  It  is  in  a  word  tbe  clear  conviction  of  many, 
who  are  well  <|uatitied  to  Judge  in  maders  of  (bis  sorl,  that  while 
we  arc  carrying  into  elfect  some  uf  the  benevolent  prineipU-a  and 
external  duiien  of  Christiunily  with  a  di-firee  of  enlciprisc  and 
bucecse,  for  whicb  the  iijjc  immudialvly  succcvding  tliv  Kefunns- 
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IVon   was    onprepnrvi),   \kc    Rt   the  miuc    lime    fall   faf^bolow 

BfehruUuu  ol'  tliat  |>tn<>tl  in  llic-ir  Hublimc  views  of  ruli);iuu»  Irulli, 

BAm  extent    nii(]  imimiitir  <>(  lti<:ir  hnttJtuiil  inlvrrour^t:  wjllt  thu 

y^gnBt  objects  ut'  njiiritiiiil  c<>iilcru|>lalion,  mid  in  lliv  consislciil  ble- 

vatiun  t.nd  <Jif;nily  of  ihc-ir  ciii'i»lian   rliniHcliT.     Il'lh<-Ae   vieu'fl 

h«v«  tay  ioanAuhn  in  (ruth,  it  ts  an  ut)j<-cl  woilhj  of  the  Mleii- 

tion   anu  thu  serious  efforts  of  tltose   who  \abov  for  the  interests 

of  true  rolijpon,  to  put  again  in  circululiun  among  uh  such  worka 

of  Ibit  nge,  as  are  best  calculated  to  cxhitiil  and  (o  reproduce  the 

K^characlenstirs,  in  which  il  so  much  exci'lled. 

^^    The  (icaliscs  contained  in  these  voliiiiies,  though  thejr  mav  not 

^BwU  eases  he  the  bcsl,  ihnt  il  would  he  posaible  under  mure  fu- 

Bwnbte  eir  cum  Man  CIS  to  select,  it  \»  buped  maj-  prove  a  valuable 

contribution  to  the  object  in  view,   and  prepare  the  way  among 

lho«e,  who  have  Iho  means  of  ohininin^  Ihc-in,  fur  a  more  exlen- 

n*m  acc)UJiiilance  wiib  tin;  writem  of  n  p<rriod  prolific  in  woricHof 

tfai*  clan.     I  have  endeavored,  a-*  fur  as  it  could  be  done,  to  con- 

ftno  tliR  >e)eelion  to  what  i*  \nire\y  piaelioal  imd  oplritunl,  and  lo 

troid  the  introduction  of  anv  thing,  Ihal  could  be  5U9])ecled  of  a 

^demgn  tn  favor  (he  peeuliarilies  of  a  parly.     In  sayin;;  this,  how- 

■vwr,  I  would  not  be  undersluod  to  losaii,  that  no  ecnitmenis  or 

^^iews  iif  religious  trulh  will  be  expressed  or  implied,  but  those 

in  wbirh  the  advocates  of  all  our  various  systems  are  ac;rced.     It 

would   probably  be  impossible  In  find  a  single  Iresitii^e  in  the  btn- 

run)£e  nfnny  value,  of  which  llii^  would  be  true.      Hut,  nltboufch 

IB  a  work  of  a  practical  nature,  a  writer  may  introduce,  and  al- 

ntmt  unavoidably  will  betray,  luoie  or  lesselciirly  the  speculative 

syMent  which  be  holdd,  lie  may  not  introduce  it  for  speculative 

and  riinlrotersial  purposes,  or  make  such  use  of  it,  as  essentially 

to  injure  ibc  practical  utility  oii  his  woik  for  those,  who  bold  a  dil- 

ler«nt  »yMCni. 

Tho  iDoM  general  crilcrion  of  the  class  of  works,  from  which 

■he  *rlcclion  is  made  is,  that  they  are  designed  not  tu  invfxligfile 

or  drfen4  the  truth,  hut  to  excJie  and  elevate  the  mind  to  the 

conttrmjtlalion  of  truths,  which  both  the   writer  and  render  arc 

Mppoifetl  to  admit,  or  which  commend  them^ielves  at  once  to  the 

.     reason  of  all  men.     It  is  the  gieat  escellfnce,  if  I  mistake  not,  of 

JBikc  writers  from  w  honi  1  haw  si'lccicd,  that  Ibcir   minds  wore 

^■Iwsm)  altove  the  naii-ow  peculiarities  of  a  spcculalive  »y»tcm  by 

F«  norc  liahjtual  contemplation  of  the  icrcat  fundamental  truths  of 

^  reason  and  revelation.     They  had  formed  theinvclveit,  iiihI  aimed 

to  forin  others,  tn  tlie  habit  of  intense  and  earnest  rtfitctiim  ii|»- 

no  (hi'ir  own  moral  and  spuilual    bein^.     They  retii'ed  inward 

in   order  tu   ascend    upward.       They    suui;ht,  not   so    much   lo 

vntify  the  pride  of  the  understand  in;;,  by  allcuipts  to  comprehend 

wbal  m  placed  beyond  its  reach,  as  In  make  adiicctand  prsciical 

apfitteation  of  the  aeknow led)ied  law  and  will  of  (jod  to  theJrown 

mward  beiog,  thai  they  might  ex{>erienee  (hcii  uuimibting  and 
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transfonning  inllucncc.  Iti  their  workN  designed  for  ihe  aid  of 
others  in  iheir  spirilual  imj>tx)vi-nicnl,  nlthoupli  tfacologicai  viewa 
of  qucslionsblc  anllioriiy  «rc  somvlimvs  inlro<liiccd  and  language 
Ginployed,  n%  il  is  indited  in  mme  of  the  treatises  in  iheitc  vol- 
tinica,  which  feu  if  anv  wiiteis  of  ihe  prcscnl  day  »ouUI  ndopt, 
tht-y  neod  not,  and,  for  a  serious  chrialian  of  candid  ami  tolcriint 
disposition,  I  should  presume  would  not,  niucli  afl'ecl  (he  iiiflu* 
etice  of  the  more  general  and  admitted  truths  with  which  Ihejr 
are  associated. 

In  gcnernl  I  helievc  it  will  he  felt,  ami  acknowledged  hy  all, 
who  neccine  ae([uiiinted  with  these  wrilorn,  thnl  they  possess  a 
depth  and  apinluiilily,  which  does  not  helong  to  the  writers  who 
have  siici-eeilcd  ihem,  uud  that  such  a  selection  from  their  writ- 
inj^H,  as  is  here  ofi'ered  to  the  puhlic,  cannot  fail,  if  generallj 
eirculalcd,  to  he  a  great  and  lasting  benefit  to  our  Chuichett. 
Could  those  and  similar  (realises  gain  such  acceptance  and  such 
influence,  as  they  would  »ccm  calculated  to  secure  in  ■  comniu* 
nitjr  like  ours,  they  might  bo  hoped  to  introduce  alongwith  them  a 
nioie  Inily  rational,  a  more  elevated,  and  mnnly  Mjlc  of  think- 
ing and  willing  on  subjects  both  of  religion  and  philoHoph}*. 

In  prepaiing  tliein  lor  the  press  1  have  made  no  alterations  in 
the  works  selected,  which  in  any  way  affects  the  views  of  Ihe 
writer.  The  orthography,  where  it  was  obsolete,  is  modernized, 
and  occasionally  a  note  omitted,  when  unnecessary  to  explain  (he 
text  of  (he  work.  My  design  has  been  in  every  case  to  publish 
entire  treatises,  iinrl  ihi*  will  not  juobahly  he  varied  from.  If  in 
any  instance  in  Ihe  suhHeqiionl  volumes  it  should  he  thought  best 
to  vary  from  it,  the  reasons  for  doing  so  ulll  he  explained. 

The  biographical  notices  insorted  will  in  general  he  brief,  n 
Ihey  arc  not  expected  to  possess  any  other  value,  than  merely 
to  gratify  the  general  curiosity,  thnt  is  fell  to  know  something  of 
(ho  authors,  whose  works  we  read  and  admire.  I  hardly  need 
to  say,  that  in  judging  of  ihe  men  of  that  age  and  of  their  works, 
no  regard  will  he  had  lo  ihe  parly  dinlinctinim,  which  ihcn  pre- 
vailed with  so  much  animosity,  and  which  even  lo  our  own 
limes  too  often  inlluence  our  juclgment  respecling  thum.  The 
individuals  indeed,  whether  churchmen  or  dissenters,  of  whom 
I  shall  have  occasion  lo  speak,  are  foi  Ihe  most  part  such,  as 
amidst  all  the  violence  of  Ihe  li  ie«  stood  aloof,as  far  as  possible, 
from  ihc  interests  of  parly,  and  aimed  nt  those  great  objects,  in 
which  all  good  men  might  unite.  No  candid  descendant  and  fol- 
lower of  Ihe  Putitnns  will  at  lhi.-<  day  less  cordially  admire  Leigh- 
Ion,  or  be  IcM  benefited  by  hin  writings,  because  he  w.ih  an  Arch- 
bishop,  nor  will  any  rational  and  lemperale  ehurehman  allow 
hiinwlf  to  indulge  a  prejudice  against  the  character  and  the 
works  of  such  a  man  as  John  Howe,  because  he  was  the  chap* 
lain  of  the  Civmwclls,  and  could  not  lake  Ihc  oath  of  conformity. 
Men  of  this  stamp  were  even  then,  however  divided  by  party 
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in  tbeir  public  relations,  not  unfrequenlly  personal,  and  some- 
times intimate  friends,  mutually  lamenting  the  causes,  that  pre- 
vented their  christian  feUowship.  The  great  characteristic  prin- 
c^les,  the  sublime  philosophical  views,  the  true  spirituality  and 
.aloofness  from  all  narrow  and  secular  views,  which  belong  in 
common  to  many  of  the  writings  of  men  belonging  to  each  of  the 
two  parties,  show  in  a  striking  manner,  how  far  the  essential 
spirit  of  religion  is  elevated  above  the  interests  and  opinions, 
with  which  it  is  too  often  associated.  That  these  volumes  may 
be  instrumental  in  cherishing  the  same  spirit  among  the  churches 
of  our  land,  enlarging  their  views  of  divine  truth,  building 
them  up  in  the  most  holy  faith,  and  imparting  to  them  abundant- 
ly, the  riches  of  spiritual  understanding,  is  the  earnest  wish  and 
.  prayer  of 
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la  giving  sucb  a  sketch  of  the  life  8Dd  character  of  the  Rer. 
John  Howe,  as  eorrespoads  with  the  plan  of  this  work,  I  can 
hardi;  hope  to  satisfy  the  curiosity  respecting  him,  which  the  fol- 
lowing treatises  will  excite.  The  biston  of  bia  life,  indeed,  was 
rach  as  might  have  furnished  materials  tot  a  biography  excelling 
ID  its  general  interest  that  of  most  literary  men  and  theological 
writers  even  of  the  first  rank  in  talents  and  reputation.  The  dis- 
litigaisbed  literary  men  with  whom  he  was  intimately  connect- 
ed, at  a  most  interesting  period  in  the  history  of  English  literature 
ind  philosophy,  and,  more  especially,  (he  place  which  he  held  for 
w  long  a  time  at  the  court  of  the  Cromwells,  must  have  given 
him  the  means  of  preparing  a  "memoir  of  his  own  life  and 
limes,"  not  less  instructive  than  any  other  work  of  the  kind 
which  that  age  has  furnished.  1  mention  (his,  because  it 
ippears  (bat  he  accumulated  a  mass  of  papers  for  an  object  of  this 
sort,  but  unfortunately  for  us,  when  near  his  death,  required  his  son 
to  commit  them  to  the  flames.  The  memoirs  of  his  life,  collected 
br  Calamy  and  contained  in  the  folio  edition  of  bis  works,  though 
scanty  and  unsatisfyiug,  still  contain  much  that  is  valuable,  and 
nearlj  all  that  can  now  be  known  of  one  of  the  greatest  men  of 
the  age  in  which  he  lived. 

The  Rev,  John  Howe  was  born  at  Loughborough,  in  Leicester- 
shire, May  17, 1630.  His  father  was  for  sometime  the  minister 
of  (he  town,  a  man  of  great  piety  and  worth,  and  his  mother  is 
mentioned  as  a  woman  of  distinguished  abilities,  whose  influence 
was  undoubtedly  much  felt  in  Jorming  the  character  of  her  sod. 
U'hile  he  was  yet  very  young  his  father,  who  had  received  the 
parish  of  Loughborough  from  Archbishop  Laud,  was  ejected  for 
jJHing  with  the  Puritans,  and  went  into  Ireland  with  his  family. 
After  residing  here  for  some  time,  and  narrowly  escaping  with 
ihc'ir  lives  during  the  rebellion  of  the  Papists,  the  family  returned 
and  settled  in  Lancaster,  where  (he  subject  of  this  memoir  recei- 
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veii  his  early  education  am]  was  |»re|Mir«(l  for  the  iiniverMitj.  lie 
first  enlured  at  Christ's  (-'otlc^c,  Cambridge,  in  tvhat  yc-M  is  un- 
certain, though  it  must  have  t>ecn  at  a  very  eirly  age,  m  hi>  took 
his  <Jegi-ee  and  removed  to  Brazen  Nose  College,  Oxl'onl,  as  enrly 
as  I6IS,  when  be  was  but  Itt  years  of  age.  Hero,  in  the  next 
year,  he  was  ndmitled  to  the  same  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Aria, 
whirh  lie  had  taken  at  ranibridge,  was  not  long  after  elected  a 
fellow  of  Mngd^kU-n  Colli-g*:,  and  took  tiic  degree  of  M.  A.  in 
16.13. 

Soon  after  taking  his  second  degree,  Mr.  Howe  relumed 
the  county  in  which  his  family  resided,. ind  was  ordained,  by  Mr. 
Charles  llerle,  in  what  he  considered  the  primilire  mode  of  or- 
dination, bclicvinf;,  as  he  said,  ihHl  Mr.  Ilcrle  was  a  seriptunil 
hishop,  and  that  the  concurrence  of  the  ininisttTS,  who  assisted 
him,  was  the  laying  on  ■>(  the  hands  of  the  I'rv.sbylcrr.  lieing 
now  regularly  devoted  to  ihe  tabors  of  the  ministry,  he  was  goon 
called  to  a  distant  part  of  the  island,  and  settled  as  pastor  of  a 
congregation  at  tJreat  Torrington  tn  Devonshire.  Here  he  de- 
volccT  himself  with  unsparing  labor  and  zeal  and  with  great  auc- 
cess  to  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  aojiiirod  the  respect  and  con- 
Rdence  of  tlio  nciglit'oring  churches  and  clei-gy.  Among  the  tat- 
ter he  Ivccnine  jiarliciiiiiily  inlitiiale  in  Ihe  family  »f  Mr.  (ii'or^ft 
Hughes  of  Plymriiilh,  thf-  ino:^  diiilingiiislK-d  minister  in  thos« 
parts,  and  tiiarried  his  daughter  March  I,  IG5t,  a  connexion  whiclK, 
rcsufled  It  fl«ctns  to  his  great  happtnefs,  and  which  l>e  neverli. 
occa.^lon  to  regret. 

It  could  not  have  been  long  after  this  erenl,  that  Im  ailo 
tion  and  ephcre  of  usefulness  were  Mwldenly  and  unexpi 
ediy  changed.  HaWng  occasion  to  go  to  London,  on  bu 
n(■>^s,  he  was  delaincd  longer  than  he  cx]>ccted,  and  beini 
there  on  the  Sahhnlh  gratified  his  curinsJly  hr  going  to  the  rhaf 
cl'nt  Whitehall.  While  there,  *' Cromwell,  who,"  ns  Calamy 
observes,  "generally  had  his  eyes  everywhere,  spied  out  .Mr. 
Howe  in  the  auditory,  knew  him  by  his  garh  to  be  a  country 
minister,  and  thinking  he  discerned  something  more  than  otxlin* 
ary  in  his  countenance,  sent  a  messenger  to  him  to  desire  td 
speak  with  him,  when  the  worchip  of  (Jod  was  over."  Such  wa " 
Ills  intrcAiirtion  to  Cromwell,  and  the  result  of  it  was,  that,  not 
withstanding  his  surprise  and  hiselTorts  to  excuse  him.iolf,  hiai 
jcettons  were  overruled,  and  .-ifier  preaching  two  or  three  timel 
Inffore  (he  Protector,  and  mnch  free  conversation  in  private,  he 
was  at  length  prevailed  upon,  though  with  great  reluctance,  t<i 
leave  his  charge  at  Torringlon,  which  Cmmwell  undertook  tr 
have  supplied  to  tlicir  satisfaction,  and  ti^CMue  established  as  do- 
mestic chaplain,  at  the  seat  of  government. 

In  ihiK  most  trying  and  critical  situation,  ronsidering  the  char- 
acter of  the  lime:<,  ?^lr.  Howe  continued  lifl  Ihe  death  oft'rom- 
wcll,  and  Ihntugh  the  protecloratt!  of  bis  son,  exhibiting  many 
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cxamii''  UiKt  prudence,  modernlion  and  good  ivilt  to  att  pai'- 

lici  B  <^^»^T  '"  ^'*  f  ■rciinisUti<^i-»,  tiolh  fur  his  usefulness  and 

Ills  'n"^'  lr-iiiiji)illi(j'.     Several   iovlaiicvs  arc   mentioned,  in 

wiiic*  '''^l''"}*'''  ''>■''  >>>1u«nce  wjUi  Uie  court  for  llic  benefit  of 

ihoB^^'  <l>l)<^''cd  fioiu  him  in  Uieir  vtewsofcliurch  and  stale,  nnd 

aiaiitiu  rest,  in  1657,  Dt.  Selh  Wai-d,  alleruartb  Insho|)  of  Ex- 

^(^  As  a  proof  of  his  diaintereBtedness,  ami  that  he  uMid  his 

Pjn|nce   more  for   others,  than  for  himself,   it  is   related  that 
(^well  once  said  to  him, "  Mr.  IIowv,  jou  have  obtained  nia- 
tiavors  for  others,   I  wonder  when  the  lime  is  to  come,  that 
M  u-itl  ask  xny  tbinj;  fur  yourstJf  or  your  own  family."  .So  lit- 
1        I'of  the  niurtier  had  he  indeed,  that  on  one  occasion  he  prcach- 
'       1  cx]H«i>ly  nfcainst  a  favorlle  notion  of  Cromwell's  respecting 
aiUeular  faiUi  in  prajrfr,  and  was  sup)>osed  to  have  prodiieud  a 
Dwltuias  between  himself  and  the  Protector  by  so  doing.    C'roro- 
roU  however  had  too  hijib  a  value  for  his  integritj  and  too  much 
[itood  *euse  lo  break  with  him  for  such  a  cause. 

Ouring  the  proleclurite  of  ItichanI,  Mr.  Howe,  assisted  with 

Jr.  Uwt'n,  and  other  leaders  of  the  same  persuasion,  at  the  meet- 

ig  o(  the  Indepwndenti  at  the  Savoy,  in  October,  \Gb9.     It  was 

era  that,  with  unexpected  unanimity,  (heyai^recd  upon  articles 

'oflaUli;  which,  however,  were  afterwards  siWnlly  abanduned  for 

tbtt  AMcmbly's  Catechism. 

On  Ibe  removal  of  Uichard  Cromwell,  Mr.  Howe  reliirned  to 
bb  former  charge  at  Torrington,  nnd  continued  his  labors  in 
peane,  till  some  months  aflor  the  restoration.  He  was  infoimcd 
aicainst  for  pteacbing  M:<ttlious  and  treasonable  sentiments,  in  Oc- 
lober,  16C(i;  but,  proving  hi*  innocence,  was  discharged,  and  con- 
tinued (o  |Me«ch  to  his  people  till  the  act  of  uniformity  went  into 
cltcct,  Au|;.  31,  Hi6i.  On  that  day  he  look  a  final  leave  of  his 
caiif|«Raliou  at  I'oninglon,  in  a  farewell  ecroion  and  parting  ad- 
drsaies,  deeply  aircctinj;  to  bis  con^u{;alion.  Iluing  now  ejected 
Iroui  c{ii)s«ctaled   walls;  be  preached  occasionally  in  the  houses 

1«f  his  friends;  but,  a  citation  being  out  against  him,  he  was  obliged 
1^  dc-ftist,  and  wcms  tu  have  been  saved  fi-om  furlher  trouble  from 
V  ion  by  Dr.  Waid,  now  bishop  of  Kxeter,  who  i(  will  be 

I  !i:db;id  formerly  been  under  obligations  lo  Mr.  Howe.    In 

Jtobo  he  took  the  oath  under  ihf  "five  mile  act,"  but  was  slill  obli- 
flod  to  shift  from  place  to  place  in  order  to  avoid  pcrspcution,  and  it 
^  supposed  by  bis  hiogrnphcr,  tboui^h  he  could  not  ascertain  (he 
rircumsUnces  of  it,  was  imprisoned  fur  two  months,  duting  the 
««nia  year,  in  the  isle  of  St.  Nicholas.  He  still  roiilinued  among 
his  friends  in  the  western  counties,  tendering  himself  as  useful  as 
the  times  would  permit,  and,  while  in  Ihistiuseltled  state,  publish- 
ed, in  IGtifl,  the  irealiSQ  on  "  tbc  BlcMednes:>  of  ibu  Iti^hleous," 
the  subalonce  of  which  it  seems  had  been  preached  in  a  course 
i4  scnuons  at  Torrington. 
itcing  now  out  of  regular  employoient,  with  a  bmily  dcpcndcn- 
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denlontiitn,  WaMcpfedtn  iiiviUlion  in  the  ye«  .  , 
move  lo  Irelond,  and  lived  as  chaplain  to  Lord  Mfl»»._V 
trim.  tiefc  liG  pnjoj'cd  tbe  resp^et  an<l  confidence'  u  [he 
Mctropulitan  and  Hishop  of  ihv  diocese  rct|uinn^  no  c.  -^|y, 
but  living  him  Icnve  lo  proach  in  the  pulpits  undi-r  tbei^f^i. 
During  (h«  first  year  of  his  residence  here  lie  publii)hed„  ^\^ 
eoursc  on  "  the  Vanity  of  man  as  mortal,"  which,  with  Uijn^ 
tise  before  mentioned,  is  contained  in  lhi9volun)e- 

Mr,  liowe  continued  at  Antrim  till  December,  1675,  wh  y^ 
was  invited  lo  take  charge  of  a  congregation  in  l^indon,  i,je 
vseaBt  by  the  dculh  of  Dr.  Seaman,  a  non- conformist  divine,  jn 
this  charge  he  continued  till  1665,  and,  during  this  pt^riod,  f^ 
much  occupied,  beside  his  regular  employment  as  pastor,  wih 
(he  public  interests  of  (he  dissenters,  as  well  aa  some  controvet. 
sial  discusstans  on  diietrinal  subjects,  and  published  many  both  ci^ 
his  larger  and  smaller  works.     IhiHng  much  »!'  the  time,  howev^H 


er,  his  siluulion  was  rendered 


unquiet  by  the  spirit  of  |>erseeu- 

LondoB 


tion,  so  that  he  sometimes  could  not  walk  the  streets  of  L.ondoa^ 
in  nafety.  At  length  in  I  tit^5,  being  worn  out  with  the  vexntio(i^^| 
lo  which  the  disscnteis  were  exposed,  he  accepted  an  invitntioil^ 
of  Lonl  Wharton  lo  travel  with  him  in  foreign  parts,  and  sailed 
wilh  him  in  .\u);ii<t.  .After  visiiirif;  many  place.i  on  the  contin* 
ent,  and  forming  many  valu.ible  aciguiiintances  among  the  wise 
and  good,  he  settled  in  Ulreehl,  in  1686,  Gurroiinded  by  English 
aequaintanccs  and  fiieni's,  who  were  there  for  similar  reasons 
with  himself.  Here  he  look  his  turn  wilh  other  English  clergy- 
men, among  whom  vi-as  Dr.  Burnet,  nfterwards  hisliop  of  Salisbu- 
ry, in  prcaebing  in  the  English  church,  and  gave  occasional  in- 
struction lo  the  Knglidh  Httidcnts,  who  were  in  the  University  of 
that  place.  With  I)r.  Buroel  he  had  occasional  interviews  and 
much  conversation  on  the  public  concerns  of  religion  in  lOngland  ; 
and  on  Buniet's  expressing  a  belief,  that  when  tie,  Mr,  Baxter, 
and  Dr.  Bates,  wilh  a  few  more,  should  j>Ss»  off  ihc  Msge,  nooeon- 
formity  would  come  to  an  end,  Mr.  Howe  declared  his  full  con- 
viction, th;vl  it  did  not  depend  on  men,  but  on  principle,  and,  n» 
its  present  supporters  psssed  off,  others  would  rise  up  in  their 
place,  a  prediction  of  which  Burnet  afterwards  acknowledged  the 
truth.  While  here,  Mr.  Howe  had  also  frequent  interviews  wilh 
William,  aflcrwards  king  of  England,  who  was  free  in  his  con- 
versation with  him,  and  asked  him  many  questions  respecting 
Cromwell,  of  whom  Mr.  Howe  had  of  course  an  intimalo  know- 
ledge. 

In  1687  king  James  published  a  "declaration  for  liberty  of  , 
conscience,"  and  at  the  earnest  request  of  his  |>onplc  in  London 
for  his  return  lo  them,  Mr.  Howe  complied,  and  after  wailing 
upon  the  prince,  who  gave  him  very  kind  advice  upon  the  occasion, 
iclurned  to  London,  and  was  gladly  received  by  his  friciKls  in 
May  of  this  year.  In  the  following  year,  1669,  upon  the  arrival 
of  the  Prince  of  Orange  at  St.  James'  palace,  Mr.  Howe  had  the 
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'  of  tddrwiiBR  faim  at  the  head  of  the  di>Mriting  clergy,  and 
Jog  (heir  views  uf  the  revolution  whiob  had  taken  [lUce 
ID  bin  favor.  It  vras  now  verjr  naturally  expected  by  him  and 
hi)  Irieiids,  liwt  Ibe  terms  of  conformitjr  would  be  ao  modified,  at 
(ogive  ihen  uo  rarlher  (rouble;  but  when,  to  his  Buq>n9c  and 
ilMrtifi«a(ion,  be  found  (batman;-  dignitaries  of  Ihe  eslablinhment 
Imra  hostile  to  such  a  measure,  notwithstanding  the  court  paid 
lo  Ibo  diascDters  during  tho  rvigit  of  Jamca,  hn  drew  up  and  pub- 
UriMd  a  piece  cntillc-d,  "Tticcasuor  the  I'rotvstant  Dissenters 
ted  and  argued."  At  length  in  May,  Kind,  the  Act  of 
JniKmBilT  gave  tbem  much  of  what  the;r  had  ilt,'sirv<l ;  and,  al- 
ibougb  still  excluded  from  the  establishment,  they  were  content 
with  toleration.  Many  of  the  Church  party  it  seems,  however, 
Uiiiunht  more  severity  should  have  been  exercised;  and,  on  the  pub- 
tiraiion  of  some  things  of  this  sort,  Mr.  Howe,  to  prevent  further 
cvllision,  published  an  "Address  loConfonniKtsaml  Dissenters," 
in  which  the  Catholicism  and  benevolence  of  hi.'«  spirit,  as  well  as 
his  great  wisdom,  are  clearly  exhibited.  This,  with  the  other 
piwe  Just  mentioned,  is  preserved  in  his  nieiuoirs  by  Dr.  Cata* 
t. 

Not  Inng  after  Ihia,  divisions  arose  among  the  dissenters  tlien- 
is,  which  greatly  tried  the  jMlienco  of  Mr.  Howe  niid  others 
kindred  spirit.  An  attempt  it  seems  wa^  made  to  unite 
Bsr*  doiiely  in  one  body  those  who  wero  i'resbytori.in  with 
thaw  who  were  Coogregaltonal  among  them,  and  Mr.  Howe, 
with  others,  was  concerned  in  drawing  up  "  Heade  of  Agree- 
ni^nt,"  which  were  generally  assented  to  by  the  united  minis- 
ten  in  and  about  London.  Some,  however,  refused  to  subscHbe, 
and  discussions  were  occiisioned,  which  finally  ended  in  break- 
«g  up  the  proposed  union,  and  wh.it  wax  intended  for  concord 
■raduved  greali;r  discord.  Mr.  Huwi:  in  ihe  course  of  these  de- 
moee  was  drawn  in  to  write  w:casionally  on  the  mailers  at  i.<4uc, 
Wt  with  a  view  (o  make  |>eace,  and  cool  Ihe  heat  of  the  parties. 
It  wAftwith  this  view,  that  he  published  "The  carnality  of  Chris- 
tian eonlentwn"  in  two  sermons,  in  1693,  the  preface  (o  which, 
tt  well  aa  the  sermons,  breathes  a  heavenly  charity  and  truly 
fioas  concern  for  the  real  inlcrcsli  of  ruliKiou.  His  ofTorln  were 
VMVailing,  and  in  lG!t4  there  was  a  divi»ion  of  (ho!>c  who  had 
Iwen  uni(cd  in  the  Lecture  at  l'innet'.<>  Hall,  a  new  one  being 
Mtabltsbed  at  Sailers'  Hall,  in  which  Mr.  Howe,  IJr.  Hates,  and 
Mr.  Al«op  joined  with  Mr.  Williams,  who  had  been  excluded 
fiom  the  other. 

.\ht>ul  the  saM)e  lime  there  was  aUu  much  discussion  of  the 
dtM  trim-  of  the  Trinity,  occasioned  by  the  writings  of  Dr.  Wallis, 
Or.  ShcrliM'k,  Or.  South,  and  Dr.  Cudworth  on  thai  jiubjecl,  and 
Ml.  Howe  inibitshetl  "  An  Inquiry  into  the  |>»ssibilily  of  a  Trin- 
ity in  the  Godliead,"  which  is  perhaps  as  well  deserving  (he 
ttUtatitm  of  the  aludenl,  as  any  thing  written  on  the  subject 
liiiee. 
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The  onl}-  public  diacuMton  which  Mr.  Howe  leAins  to  liavi 
engaged  in  afler  tliiti,  was  that  rosjieclinj;  occaiuonal  confomulj'. 
lie  was  lei]  into  this  by  the  circuiuslanci^,  that  Sir  Thonus  Al>> 
DCJ,  »  memR'r  of  hiii  congieg4lioi),  while  Alaj'or  of  LoikIoii  in 
1701,  atteniliiij;  public  worship  soineUnies  in  the  established 
chtirch  and  jioiiietiines  among  the  dissenters,  was  publtclj'  assailed 
for  io  doing  in  a  pamphlet,  with  a  piefaco,  in  which  Jklr.  Howe 
was  called  on  either  (o  vindii-alc  or  condemn  it.  A  part  of  what 
be  wrote  on  thia  occaxton  is  ptvaorved  by  Calamy,  and  »howa  thfl 
aeutcnesB  ns  well  u  tJic  liberal  eharaetcr  of  htB  luiiid  in  hia^ 
now  advanced  age.  ^| 

llut  Mr.  Hnwe,  as  may  )»g  sujijiosed,  was  tired  of  the  narioW' 
minded   contentions  of  the   world,  and  conscious  that  his  own 
spirit  was  above  them,  and  that  the  time  of  its  dolircrance  could 
Dot  he  far  distant,  he  seemed  fast  ripening  for  a  belter  world,  i 
impatient  for  that  bleMcdncss,  the  nature  of  which  he  ao  wc 
understood.     During  (he  laller  years  of  his  life  he  pubUstied 
number  of  sermons  on  various  occasions,  and  in  1102  the  seeo^id 

Ikarl  of  his  Living  rcn)[>ic,  the  first  part  of  which  had  been  pub- 
ishcd  soon  after  his  i^cltleuieni  in  London,  in  ICId,  and  which 
is  the  most  cUborattt  and  systematic  of  his  theoretical  works. 
The  ]a»t  work  of  liis,  published  during  his  life,  was  a  discourse 
OD  "  i'atienee  in  expectation  of  future  blCMcdness,"  which  ap- 
peared in  1103,  "and  lliLs,"  says  (^abmy,  "  was  what  he  now  had 
particular  oceasion  for.  tor  having  employed  his  time,  streuglh, 
and  interest  in  the  most  valuable  services,  he  by  this  lime  waa 
wasted  with  sever;*!  diseases,  which  he  bore  with  great  patience 
and  resigned  submission  to  the  will  of  his  heavenly  Father.  He 
dbcurered  no  fear  of  dying,  but,  even  when  his  end  drew  near,  w, 
very  serene  and  calm.     He  seemed  indeed  sometime!)   to   ha 
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been  got  to  heaven,  even  before  he  had  laid  aside  that  mcrlalityV 
which  lie  had  been  long  expecting  to  have  swallowed  up  of  Ufe.  It 
was  observed,  ami  \s,  I  believe,  to  this  day  remembered  by  some  of 
his  Aock,  that  in  hi»  lafit  itlncvi,  and  when  lie  had  been  declining 
for  some  time,  he  was  once  in  a  most  aftecling,  melting,  heavenly 
frame  at  the  communion,  and  carried  out  into  such  a  ravishing 
and  transporting  celebration  of  the  lovo  of  Christ,  that  both  he 
himself,  and  They,  who  communicated  with  him,  were  ap|>rtt^^ 
Iicnsi\'e  he  would  linvc  expired  in  that  very  service."  ,  i^H 
During  his  last  ni<kttc»»  he  was  visited  by  many  of  all  i-anks^^ 
and  conversed  wilii  them  ficety  and  chcirlully.  v\mong  the 
rest  iiichard  CiomweH,  now  hiin:self  grown  old  in  retirement, 
came  to  make  him  a  last  vi»il,  jmd  p.iy  his  respects  to  htm  be- 
fore he  died.  There  was  much  serious  nonverMilion  bclwucn 
iheni,  and  the  parting  was  very  solemn  and  alTecling  to  both. 
To  the  young  minis(ci$,  who  visited  hint,  he  talked  much,  aitd 
likft  one  of  Another  world.  His  strength  being  at  length  i|uite  e 
l>au»ie4|  Itc  died  in  (leacc  and  in  full  expectation  of  the  bles6e< 
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ness  of  the  rigfateoua,  April  2,  1705.  He  was  buried  in  the  parish 
churrh  of  St.  AlbaliowB,  Bread  slreet,  and  hts  funeral  sermon 
{MCMhed  bj  bis  great  admirer  Mr.  John  Spademan. 

Such  are  the  leading  incidents  in  the  life  of  Howe,  and  mj 
limits  will  only  permit  me  to  add  a  few  paragraphs  respecting 
bts  cbiraeter.  In  bis  person  he  is  represented  by  Dr.  Calamy, 
■•  "  Tery  tall  and  exceeding  graceful,"  and  the  portaits,  that  are 
preserved  of  him,  fully  correspond  with  what  the  same  writer 
ays  of  the  expression  of  his  countenance,  as  indicating  some- 
.thing  uncommonly  great  and  tending  to  excite  veneration. 

In  regard  to  his  intelleciual  powers  the  history  of  his  early 
wbolarship,  as  well  as  his  writings,  gives  proof,  that  they  were 
of  the  bluest  order  and  applied  with  exemplary  diligence.  Be- 
fore taking  his  second  degree  at  the  Uoiversity,  at  the  age  of  88, 
"  he  had  not  only  gone  through  a  course  of  philosophy,  convers- 
ed closely  with  the  heathen  moralists,  read  over  the  accounts  we 
hive  remaining  of  Pagan  theology,  the  writings  of  the  school-men, 
■nd  several  systems  and  common  places  of  the  Reformers,  and 
the  divines  that  succeeded  them,  but  had  thoroughly  studied  the 
Sacred  Scriptures,  and  from  thence  drawn  up  a  body  of  divinity 
for  himself  and  his  own  use,  which  he  saw  very  little  occasion  af- 
terwards to  vary  from."  His  character  at  the  Universities,  too, 
is  indicated  by  the  intimacy  which  he  enjoyed  with  such  men  as 
Dr.  Henry  More  and  Dr.  Cudworth,  at  Oxford,  both  of  whom 
were  over  SO  yeara  old,  while  he  was  but  a  boy  ;  and  with  Mr. 
Ode  and  others,  who  were  afterwarda*diitinguished,at  Cambridge. 
flis  distinguished  Oxford  friends,  especially  More,  kept  up  habits 
nf  intimacy  with  him,  frequently  visiting  him  during  his  residence 
in  London  ;  and  to  his  intercourse  with  these  men  has  been  ns- 
rribed  (he  tincture  of  Platonism,  which  is  so  apparent  in  his 
writings. 

His  ministerial  qualifications  seem  to  have  been  remarkable 
even  in  that  age  of  sound  scholarship,  and  unsparing  diligence. 
Such  were  bis  stores  of  thought,  and  so  thoroughly  ivtire  they 
digested,  that  he  could  preach  as  methodically  without  prepara- 
tion, as  others  after  the  closest  study,  usually  delivered  his  ser- 
mons without  notes,  and  had  great  copiousness  and  fluency  in 
prayer.  The  following  is  the  account,  which  he  gave  Dr.  Cala- 
my, of  his  customary  services  in  the  pulpit  at  Torrington,  on  the 
fiuMic  fasts,  which,  in  those  days,  were  frequent,  and  kept  with 
£re;it  strictness  and  solemnity.  lie  began  "  about  nine  in  the 
morning  with  a  prayer  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  in  which 
he  begged  a  blessing  on  the  work  of  the  day,  and  .iftcrwards  read 
md  expounded  a  chapter  or  psalm,  in  which  he  spent  about  three 
ijuarter:!,  then  prayed  for  about  an  hour,  preached  for  .tnniher 
Ikuit.  and  prayed  for  about  half  an  hour.  After  this  he  retired,  and 
tutjk  some  little  refreshment,  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  or 
xiore,  the  people  singing  all  the  while,  and  then  came  again  into 
(he  putpit,  and  prayed  for  another  hour,  and  gave  them  anotiicr 
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Memion  of  about  an  houi's  Icngll),  am]  so  conclwled  the  Mri'iea 
or  the  <loy  al  about  four  in  tbv  dveoiiifc,  wiili  about  half  att  hour 
or  nioro  in  ynyer — n  iioft  »f  Mirvice,"  as  (^alaii)}'  observes, 
"  (hat  (f.vt  cuuld  have  gone  through  wUhoiil  inexpressible  weari- 
ness both  to  themselves  and  (heir  auditories." 

The  great  firniDess,  consistency,  and  inflexible  inte);ri(}'  of  Mr. 
Howe's  chaiacter,  were  exhibited  on  many  occamons,  which 
ivould  have  shaken  men  of  ordinary  principles.  No  suspicion  of 
a  scir-scvkin^diTipo!iilion  appears  to  have  attached  to  him  during 
his  ronucxion  wilh  ihoMc  in  power,  ami  when  ujuin  bis  refusing  to 
assent  to  the  terms  of  conkumily,  hi:t  friend  Dr.  W'ilkinft,  now 
bishop  of  Choilcr,  cxprf^ssed  hift  surprise,  that  a  man  of  his  "  lati- 
tude" should  be  scrupulous  in  tha(  matter,  Mr.  Howe  assured  him, 
*'  that  that  latitude  of  bis,  which  he  was  pleaAcd  to  take  notice 
of,  was  so  far  from  inducing  him  to  conformity,  that  it  was  the  ve- 
ry (hin^,  that  made  and  kept  him  a  non-conformist." 

His  Kcncrnl  views  of  religion  were,  in  (he  highest  and  b«st 
sense,  liberal  and  rational.  Me  considered  Cbns(iani(y,  not  so 
rauch  a  system  of  opinions,  and  a  set  of  fniras,  as  a  divine  disei^ 
pline  for  the  heart  and  life,  a  living  power,  which  must  be  ft 
and  become  the  actuating  principle  of  otir  own  spiritual  bei 
Ho  seems  to  me  to  have  made  his  views  of  philosophy  and  of 
Christianity  a  more  perfectly  h.irmontous  and  consistent  whole, 
than  any  other  disiingui^hi'd  ihcolopan,  even  of  that  philosophi- 
cal age.  It  was  (he  largeness  and  comprehensiveness  of  his 
views,  as  well  as  the  nntiv»(empcr  of  hW  mind,  that  made  him 
liberal  and  (oleran(  to  (he  views  of  others,  and  a  Rrm  and  con- 
stant supporter  of  generous  and  catholic  principles. 

His  writings  are  numerous,  and  were  lirst  collected  and  pub- 
lished in  2  voU.  fol-,  at  London,  in  1721,  with  a  dedication  to  the 
King,  by  SnmiK^l  Chnndlcr,  and  memoirs  by  Dr.  Colamy.  Within  a 
lew  ycai-s  p:i»t  thcv  hnvt^  been  ren.illcd  into  circulation,  and  several 
editions  published  in  Kngland,  with  Ur^u  additions  of  pusthumous 
matter.  Other  practical  treatises,  and  many  of  hissermotis  are  lit- 
tle, if  at  all, leas  worthy  of  a  place  iji  this  selection,  than  (hose  which 
are  inserted,  and  my  first  inlenlion  was  to  (ill  tbclirst  volumefrom 
his  writings.  The  wish  to  secure  variety,  and  bring  other  writers 
into  no(ic«,  ha*  induced  a  ilitTcrcnt  course.  The  h(e  editions  of 
hid  writings  occupy  eigbl  octavo  volumes,  but  large  as  (be  whole 
work  is,  there  are  few  nf  the  old  author;!!,  whose  entire  practical  and 
theoretical  woiks  are  equally  deserving  of  a  republication  in  this 
country.  So  profonnd  and  rational  are  his  philosophical  and  (hc- 
ological  views,  and  so  free  from  (he  peculiar  tones  and  phraseolo- 
gy of  a  sect,  or  an  age,  xro  his  practical  and  devotional  wrilings, 
that  they  can  neither  grow  old  by  time,  nor  lose  their  power  over 
(he  minds  of  thinking  and  pinns  men,  so  hint;  as  the  essential 
principles  of  reason  and  religion  remain  unchanged. 
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BLESSEDNESS  OF  THE  RIGHTEOUS. 

A  TREATISE 

ON   PBALM  17:  16. 

When  Ae  shall  aj^ear,  wt  8haU  be  like  hm,/or  toe  ahcM  au 
him  (u  Ae  is,  1.  John  3.  2. 
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win**tpn>Jli  ^  wAiyKiiC'     ^  m^  ^tlpatai  ^  MMf  haiti  ^nuyw  in  vt 
igeoi.     9v)^  a  JfMfutfv  ^  Mini  ri  iwof^,  ^wWc  Sj  &xiuj«  m»'  tewi  fi^ 

It  ia  imposnble  tluU  vice  tkovidjind  a  place  tn  the  tAode  tf 
the  Qoda  ;  1»U  U  neceaaaribf  adhcrea  to  a  mortal  natwe^  and  to 
the  prtamt  world.  It  is  ther^ore  our  duty  to  thun  it  with  the 
%Umo8t  eagemeaa,  or,  in  other  worda  to  teek  the  highat  poaaStU 
reeembUmce  to  Ood,  which  reaemblance  eonritta  m  rectHude,  ho- 
Uneee  and  wiadom:    flat,  in  Thent. 
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I  am  not  at  all  solicitouB,  that  the  worid  should  know  the  bis- 
tor7  of  the  concepttoD  of  this  treatise.  If  there  be  any  thing 
that  shall  recompense  the  pains  of  such  as  tna;  think  fit  to  give 
thoDselrea  the  trouble  of  perusing  it,  in  the  work  itself,  I  should 
jet  think  it  too  much  an  undervaluing  of  them,  if  I  did  reckon 
the  minuter  circumstances  relating  hereto,  fit  for  their  enter- 
taiomeot.  Nor  am  I  more  concerned  to  have  it  known  what 
were  the  inducements  to  the  publication  of  it.  Earnest  protest- 
ations  and  remonstrations  of  our  good  intentions  in  such  under- 
takings, as  they  leave  men  still  at  liberty  to  believe  or  doubt  at 
tiidr  pleasure ;  so  they  gain  us  little  if  they  be  believed.  It  is 
no  easy  matter,  to  carry  one  even,  constant  tenor  of  spirit 
throo^  a  work  of  time.  Nor  is  it  more  easy  to  pass  a  settled 
iarariable  judgment  concerning  so  variable  a  subject;  when  a 
heart  that  may  seem  wholly  framed  and  set  for  God  this  hour, 
ihall  look  so  quite  like  another  thing  the  next,  and  change  figures 
lod  postures  almost  as  often  as  it  doth  thoughts.  And  if  a  man 
should  be  mistaken  in  judging  himself,  it  would  little  mend  the 
matter,  to  have  deceived  others  also  into  the  opinion  of  him. 
But  if  he  can  approve  himself  to  God  in  the  simplicity  of  an 
bonest  and  undeceived  heart,  the  peace  that  ensues,  is  a  secret 
between  God  and  him.  They  are  theatre  enough  (o  one  ano- 
ther, as  he  (Seneca)  said  to  his  friend.  It  is  an  inclosed  plea- 
sure :  a  joy  which  the  stranger  cannot  intermeddle  with. 

It  is  therefore  any  man's  concernment  herein  rather  to  satisfy 
himself  than  the  world.  And  the  world's  rather  to  understand 
the  design  of  the  work  than  the  author's ;  and  whither  it  tends, 
rather  than  whereto  he  meant  it.  And  it  is  obvious  enough,  to 
what  good  purposes  discourses  of  this  nature  may  serve.  This 
is,  in  the  design  of  it,  wholly  practical ;  hath  little  or  nothing  to 
do  with  disputation.  If  there  be  any  whose  business  it  is  to  pro- 
rante  a  private,  divided  interest ;  or  who  place  the  sum  of  their 
religion  in  an  inconsiderable  and  doubtful  opinion ;  it  doth  not 
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aahallow  their  altars,  nor  offer  any  affront  to  their  idol.  It  in- 
tends no  quarrel  to  any  contending,  angry  party  :  but  deals  upon 
things  in  the  substance  whereof  christians  are  at  a  professed 
agreement.  And  hath  therefore  the  greater  probability  of  do- 
ing good  to  some,  without  the  offence  of  any.  It  is  indeed  equally 
matter  of  complaint  and  wonder,  that  men  can  find  so  much  let- 
mre  to  divert  from  such  things,  wherein  there  is  so  much  both 
of  importance  and  pleasure,  unto  (what  one  would  think  should 
have  Little  of  temptation  or  allurement  in  it)  contentious  jang- 
ling. It  might  rather  be  thought  ita  visible  fruits  and  tenden- 
cies should  render  it  the  most  dreadful  thing  to  every  serious 
beholder.  What  tragedies  hath  it  wrought  in  the  Christian 
church !  Into  how  weak  and  languishing  a  condition  hath  it 
brought  the  religion  of  professed  Christians !  Hence  have  risen 
the  intemperate,  preternatural  beats  and  angers  that  have  spent 
its  strength  and  spirits,  and  make  it  look  with  so  meagre  and 
pale  a  face.  We  have  had  a  greater  mind  to  dispute  than  live ; 
and  to  contend  about  wfaat  we  know  not,  than  to  practice  the  far 
greatcr  things  we  know ;  and  which  more  directly  tend  to  nour- 
ish and  maintain  the  divine  life.  The  author  of  that  ingenious 
sentence,  pruritus  disputandi  acabiea  EccUsice,  the  itch  of  dis- 
puting is  the  distemper  of  the  church,  (whoever  be  were)  hath 
fitly  expressed  what  is  the  noisome  product  of  the  itch  of  dis- 
puting. It  hath  begot  the  ulcerous  tumors,  which,  besides  their 
own  offensive  soreness,  drain  the  body,  and  turn  what  should 
nourish  that  into  nutriment  to  themselves.  And  its  effects  are 
not  more  grievous  than  the  pleasures  which  it  effects  and  pur- 
sues are  uncouth  and  unnatural:  ut  ulcera  quadam  nocUuras 
manua  appetunt  et  tactu  gaudent,  et  feedam  corporwn  scabtem 
delectat  tjuicquid  txa«perat :  Non  aliter  dixerim  his  mentibua  m 
guas  voluptales,  velut  mala  ulcera  eruperunt,  voluptati  esse  la- 
borem,  vexationemque  -■  as  ulcers  of  a  rough  kind  invite  and 
ore  pleased  with  the  touch  of  a  rough  and  injurious  hand,  OTid 
as  that  only  gratifies  which  irritates  a  body  covered  over  with  a 
loathsome  eruption,  so  to  those  minds  which  are  <^icted  with 
the  noxious  ulcer  of  forbidden  pleasure,  labor  and  vexation  art 
the  only  delight.  Sen :  de  tranquillitate  animi.  That  only 
pleases  which  exasperates,  ( as  the  moralist  aptly  expresses  some 
like  disaffection  of  diseased  minds. )  What  to  a  sound  spirit 
would  be  a.  pain,  is  to  these  a  pleasure. 

Which  is,  indeed,  the  triumph  of  the  disease,  that  it  adds  unto 
torment,  reproach  and  mockery,  and  imposes  upon  men  by  so 
ridiculous  a  delusion  ( white  they  are  made  to  take  pleasure  in 
punishing  themselves)  that  even  the  most  sober  can  scarce  look 
on  in  a  fitter  posture,  than  with  a  compassionate  smile.  All 
which  were  yet  somewhat  more  tolerable,  if  that  imagined,  van- 
ishing pleasure  were  not  the  whole  of  theii  gain  ;  or  if  it  were 
to  be  hoped,  that  so  great  a  present  real  pain  and  smart,  should 
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be  recompensed  with  as  real  a  conscquenl  Trurt  anil  advantage. 
Bat  w  know,  that  generally  by  how  much  any  thinj;  is  moro 
ditputablc,  tliL-  lcs<(  it  is  nvccsf^r;  or  conduciMc  to  the  Chriiilian 
\hit.  God  liath  |;nieiouit1j  provided  that  what  wc  are  to  live  hy, 
ibould  not  cost  U8  8o  dear.  And  possibly,  as  tticrc  is  less  occa* 
tion  of  dispating  about  lh«  im>r«  momcntunH  ihin^'t  uf  religion  ;  no 
(here  may  be  Momcwhat  motf.  nt  inodosly  and  nwu  in  rcfLTenca 
lo  what  is  ao  confessedly  venerable  and  s:iered,  ( lh<)ii>;h  tou  many 
«•  over  bold  even  hers  aJso )  than  so  fiHiliahlv  to  Irilli!  with  such 
ltiing;«.  Therefore  more  commonly,  where  Ihiil  humor  pn^vaiU, 
men  divert  from  those  plainer  tilings,  with  some  slighler  and  su- 
perficial reverence  (o  tlictn,  but  more  heartily  esteeming  tlicM 
jvjuDC,  tieeausv  they  have  less  in  them  to  gratify  that  appetite, 
nd  betake  ihcmi^elves  lo  such  things  about  which  they  may 
BOrO  plnunihly  contend  ;  and  then,  whiil  pitiful  tritles  oftcntimea 
take  up  lli(-tr  time  and  thoughts;  questions  and  problonis  of  like 
iveigltiy  importance,  very  often,  with  those  which,  the  abovc- 
oaitied  autlior  (Sen.  de  Brev.  vit.)  tells  us,  this  disease  among 
the  Greeks  prompted  them  to  trouble  themselves  about,  as, 
*  What  uumbei  of  rowers  Ulysses  had  ?  which  was  written  first, 
the  Uiad  or  the  Udysses,  &e.  ?  So  (hat  ( as  he  saitli )  they  spent 
iMr  lives  very  operously  doing  nothing.  Their  conceits  being 
mcb,  (hat  if  they  Itcjit  tliem  to  themselves,  they  could  yield  tliero 
M  friiit ;  and  if  they  pubtieh  them  to  otliere,  they  should  not 
iMm  thnrcby  the  mnro  learned,  but  the  more  lrouhlcsom«": — to 
tkb  porpoae  he  truly  fl)M;nks.  And  is  it  not  to  t>c  resented,  tliat 
■MMi  abould  sell  away  the  solid  strength  and  vital  joy  which  a  sc- 
riMlSMul  would  find  iti  substuntinl  religion,  for  siK^h  toys!  Vea, 
sad  ncrt  only  lamish  themselves  but  tmuble  the  world,  and  embroil 
the  church  with  their  im|>erlinences !  If  a  roan  be  drawn  forth 
to  dclend  an  important  truth  against  an  injurious  assault,  i(  were 
tnMherous  self-love  to  purchase  his  own  peace  hy  declining  it. 
Or  if  be  did  sometimes  turn  his  thoughts  lo  some  of  our  petty 
yrtiooa,  that  with  many  are  so  hotly  agitated,  for  rccrcalion- 
•ke,  or  to  try  his  wit  and  exercise  his  reason,  without  stirring 
liii  paaainns  to  (he  dinltirbnncc  of  o(her«  or  himself ;  it  were  an 
iuMOUtt  divertiM>mrnt,  and  the  host  purpose  that  things  of  lh.-it 
istare  are  capable  of  serviiif^.  Bui  when  cenleiition  becomes  a 
Mn's  element,  and  he  eannot  live  out  of  thai  lire,  strains  his 
oil  and  racks  his  invention  lo  find  matter  of  ((uarrel ;  is  resot- 
>cd.  nothing  said  or  done  by  others  shall  please  him,  only  be- 
ra—e  he  means  to  please  himself  in  dissenting  ;  disputes  only 
IhU  be  may  dis])ute,  and  loves  dtssen^on  for  il!>clfr  thtit  is  the 
anBalurnt  hunwr  (hat  hath  so  unsiwakably  troubled  the  church, 
tod  di4piritcd  leliginn,  ond  filled  men's  »ouIs  wi(h  wind  aiwl 
•\nilT;  yea,  with  fire  and  fury.  This  hath  made  Chriftliaiis  gla- 
dtace,  and  the  f'hristian  world  a  cbmonius  theatre,  while  men 
eaoally  affected  to  contend,  and  lo  make  osteuUitiou  of 
alnltly  so  to  do. 
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Aiii),  Burely,  as  it  ts  highly  [deasurahlQ  (o  rolire  oitcMll, 
it  is  chariubit;  to  call  aside  nihvrs  niil  of  thix  iioitM!  nnd  throi 
to  coniidur  ftli-ntlj'  uml  {v<:t\  ij}>«n  iho  known  and  aici'tted  lhin_ 
of  our  rclif^ion ;  which  immitdiMcly  lead  to  both  the  dulieii  nnd 
delights  of  it.  Among  which  there  are  itone  more  evident 
undoubted,  none  less  entangled  with  controvert,  none  moi 
profitable  and  pleasant  than  the  future  blessedness  of  the  righi 
eous,  which  this  discourse  (reals  of.  The  last  end  is  a  matter 
ao  little  diipiilablc,  that  it  is  commonly  thought  (which  is  else- 
where more  distinctly  spoken  to)  not  to  be  (he  object  of  clee^ 
tioHi  and  so  not  of  delibciation  consequently,  but  of 
intention  only,  because  men  arc  supposed  to  be  generally 
•9  touching  (lint.  And  the  knowledge  and  intention  of  it  is  ap> 
parently  the  very  soul  of  religion ;  animates,  directs,  enlivens, 
and  sweetens  (he  whole  lliereof.  Without  which,  rehgion  were 
the  %'ainest,  most  unsavory  thing  in  the  world.  For  what  were 
there  left  of  it,  but  an  empty  unaccountable  formality,  a  scries  Oj 
spiritless  and  merely  scenical  observances  and  actions  without 
dcsian?  For  whereas  all  men's  actions  else,  mediately  tend 
the  fast  end,  but  (bat  not  being  in  view  with  the  most,  (hey 
pitch  upon  other  intervenicnt  end«;  which,  though  abstracted 
from  the  last,  sliould  not  be;  yet  they  are  actually  to  them  the 
reason  of  their  aclions,  and  infuse  a  vigor  and  liveliness  into 
them  :  religion  aiming  immediately  at  the  la<it  end,  that  being 
taken  away,  ha(h  no  rational  end  or  design  at  all.  And  il  cannot 
but  be  an  heartlessbusiness,  with  great  solemnity, inaconstiluted 
course,  to  do  no(hinK  but  professedly  (rifle,  or  keep  up  a  custom 
of  certain  solemn  performances  which  have  no  imaginable  scope 
or  end.  And  because  the  more  clearly  (his  our  lust  end  is  un- 
dentood,  the  innre  powerfully  and  sweetly  it  ailracis  and  moves 
tbe  sout,  this  treatise  endeavors  to  give  as  plain  and  positive 
■(ate  and  notion  of  it  as  the  (ext  insisted  ou,  compared  wil 
other  scriplurcii,  would  alTord  to  so  weak  an  eye. 

And  because  men  arc  sn  apt  to  abuse  thcmselres  with 
yain  and  self-contracting  hopos  of  attaining  (bis  end,  without 
ever  having  their  spirits  framed  for  il,  or  walking  in  the  way  (hat 
leads  (hereto,  as  if  they  could  come  to  heaven  by  chance,  or 
without  any  design  or  care  of  (heirs;  the  proportion  is  endea* 
Tored  to  be  shewn,  between  that  divine  likeness,  in  the  vision 
and  participation  whereof  this  blessedness  consists,  and  (be 
righ(eou8ness  that  disposcK  and  leads  to  it.  Which  may  it  be 
monitory  to  the  ungodly  nnd  profane,  who  hate  and  scorn  the 
likeness  of  Cod  whetever  they  behold  it.  And  let  me  tell  »uch 
from  (hetler-instriirted}  pni^nns,  iViAi/  eat  Oeo  simUiw  aut  ^ra- 
tius  quam  viy  animo  perfecle  honits,  ^-c.  Ihal  thert  is  twlhing 
more  like  or  more  acceptable  to  God^  than  n  man  that  ta  m  JAe 
temper  of  hxa  aoul  truly  good,  who  e:t€eU  other  men,  as  he  U 
hiauty  exvelkd  (pardon  his  hyperbole)  %  the  immortai  God. 
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Apul.  de  Deo  Socratu.  Inter  bonoa  virtu  ac  Deatn  amicilia  eat, 
etmdUanU  virtute — amieiHtim  dicof  etiam  necestUudo,  et  atmili- 
tudo,  ^c.  that  between  God  etnd  good  men  there  is  afriendah^^ 
by  means  of  virtue ;  a  friendak^,  yea,  a  kmdred,  a  likeneaa  ; 
M  Of  much  bmiy  aa  the  good  man  differa  from  God  but  tn  time 
(here  aprinkle  a  graio  or  two)  being  hit  disciple,  imitator  and 
Vtry  off-spring.  (  Sen.  de  pro. )  ^t\i.i<Sa  yd^  i  dfo;  ortn  rv  4^  <'» 
faw^  £)iMe«  4  jvaivg  n'v  iourfa  iravriug  E;(av<tt,  i^i  i'  nutos  i>  lij'adae. — •ratrut 
'afftrairit  igv  ayigu^tf  iyttii(,  xnj  (ue^uforw  i  rwiifo; :   that  God  ia  JuU 

t^  indignation  against  mek  aa  reproach  one  that  ia  like  to  Aim, 
or  tkiU  praise  one  that  ia  contrarily  tweeted  (or  unlike) ;  but 
wcA  ia  the  goodman  (that  is,  that  he  is  one  like  God.)  A  good 
man  (as  it  shortly  after  follows)  u  the  holiest  thing  in  thevjorld, 
and  a  mickid  man  the  most  poUuted  thing. — Plat,  in  Minoe. 

And  let  me  wani  such  haters  of  faoliness  and  boly  men  in  the 
words  of  this  author  immediately  subjoined ;  Towmu  S"  Svsxa  9^u, 
Im  fiiii  atinMoe  Crr  oLtigutoii,  ei£  ^pJ  Aiic  vh'v  Xs^^  l^xfux^rca^:   and    thit 

I  toy /or  this  cause,  that  thou  being  but  a  man,  the  aon  of  a  man, 
no  more  offend  in  apeaking  agamst  a  hero,  one  who  ia  a  aon  of 
God. 

Methinks  men  should  be  ashamed  to  profess  the  belief  of  a 
fife  to  come,  while  they  cannot  behold  without  indignation,  nor 
■tention  but  with  derision,  that  holiness  without  which  it  can 
nerer  be  attained,  and  which  is  indeed  the  seed  and  principle  of 
the  tbing  itself.  But  such  are  not  likely  much  to  trouble  them- 
•elres  with  this  discourse.  There  is  little  in  it  indeed  of  art 
and  ornament  to  invite  or  gratify  such  as  the  subject  itself  in- 
Tites  not.  And  nothing  at  all  but  what  was  apprehended  might 
be  some  way  useful.  The  affectation  of  garnishing  a  margin 
with  the  names  of  authors,  I  hare  ever  thought  a  vain  pedantry ; 
yet  have  not  declined  the  occasional  use  of  a  few  that  occurred. 
He  that  writes  to  the  world,  must  reckon  himself  debtor  to  the 
wise  and  unwise.  If  what  is  done  shall  he  found  with  any  to 
hare  promoted  its  proper  end ;  his  praises  to  God  shall  follow  it 
(as  hja  prayers  do  that  it  may)  who  professes  himself, 

A  well-wilier  to  the  souls  of  men. 

J.  HOWE. 


CHRISTIAN  READER. 


Vou  wtioM;  hfarU  arc  set  on  heaven,  who  are  daily  laying  up 
1  treasure  lliere,  liere  is  a  welcome  messenger,  (o  teU  you  more 
llian  perhaps  you  have  well  considered,  of  (he  nalurc  of  your 
future  ble&scdness,  nnd  to  illuslrale  ihc  map  of  the  land  ot  pro* 
vise,  and  to  bring  you  another  cluster  of  its  grnpcf :  here  is  a  ute- 
fiil  help  lo  make  you  know  that  holiness  doth  pai-ltcipate  of  glo- 
ry, and  that  heaven  is  at  least  virtually  in  the  seed  of  grace. 
Tboudi  this  life  he  properly  called  a  life  of  failh,  aa  contradia- 
tinet  Irom  the  inttiitiou  and  fruition  hereafter,  aa  welt  as  from  the 
lower  life  of  sense ;  yel  i»  it  a  great  truth,  and  not  sufficiently 
considered  and  improved,  that  we  have  here  moic  than  faith,  to 
acqiuiul  us  with  the  Mos^edness  cxpecteil.  Between  faith  and 
^rXt  there  is  the  spirit  of  holiness,  the  love  of  God,  the  liea- 
vcKly  desires,  which  arc  kindled  by  faith,  and  are  those  branch- 
c>  on  which  the  happy  flower  and  fruit  must  grow :  they  are  the 
name  and  mark  of  God  upon  us :  they  are  our  earnest,  our 
pledge  and  the  first  fruits.  And  ia  not  (his  more  than  a  word  of 
prontae  only  *  Therefore  though  alt  christians  must  live  by  faith, 
ourvel  not  that  I  tell  you,  that  you  may,  yuu  must  have  moro 
than    faitli.     Is  not  a  pk-dj^e  and  earnest,  a  ^t-frutts  more? 

tierefore  have  christian:*,  not  only  a  Spirit  to  evidence  their 
^lie,  hut  also  mmc  foretaste  of  heaven  itself.  For  faith  in 
"i^hrist  is  lo  recover  us  lo  God,  and  so  much  as  we  have  of  God, 

much  of  fruition ;  and  so  much  as  faith  hath  kindled  in  you  of 
be  love  uf  Go<l,  so  much  foretaste  you  have  of  heaven  ;  for  you 
deecived,  if  you  think,  th:il  any  one  notion  Mpeaketh  more  (o 
of  bearcn  and  of  your  ul^mnte  end,  than  Mi!  love  of  God. 
kod  though  no  un})oun<l,  ill-gi-onuiled  faith  will  serve  lo  cause 
aacred  love,  yel  when  it  is  eaused,  it  over-tops  this  cause ; 
aad  lie  that  perceiveth  the  operation  of  a  strong  eflcctual  love, 
bath  an  acquaintance  with  God  and  heaven  which  is  above  that 
iif  Urlieving.  Faith  seeth  the  feast,  but  love  is  the  tasting  of  it. 
.\nd  lh(.-refore  it  is,  that  the  holiest  souls  stick  closest  utito  God, 
l>ccau!>e  (lboiii;h  their  reasoning  faculty  lOiiy  be  defective)  they 
know  him  hy  (He  highest  and  most  tenacious  kind  of  knowledge 
*hith  thia  world  affordelh,  (aa  1  have  lately  shewed  elsewhere.) 
Here  you  have  described  to  you,  the  true  witness  of  the  Spiril ; 
not  that  of  supposed  internal  voices,  which  they  arc  usually 
ukcn  up  with,  who  have  the  smallest  knowledge  and  faith, 
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flnd  love,  and  the  greatest  seir-esteem,  or  spiritual  pride,  with 
(he  strongest  phantasies  and  passions:  but  the  objectire  and  (be 
sealing  (cstiiDony,  (be  divine  nature,  the  renewed  image  of  God, 
whose  children  arc  known  by  being  like  to  their  heavenlv  Fa- 
ther, even  by  being  holy  as  he  is  tioly.  This  is  (he  Spirit  of 
adoption,  by  which  we  nrc  inclined,  by  holy  love  to  Cod  and 
eoolidencc  in  him,  to  cry  Abba  Father,  and  fly  unto  him :  the 
Spirit  of  sanctification  is  hereby  in  us  (he  Spirit  of  adoplioD: 
for  both  signify  but  the  giving  us  that  love  to  God,  which  is  the 
filial  nature,  and  our  Fatncr's  image. 

And  this  treatise  doth  happily  direct  thee  to  that  faithful  be> 
holdinj:  God  in  righteousness,  which  mup.1  here  begin  ibis  bless- 
ed nsMtmibtion,  Hhich  full  iiiliiilion  will  forever  perftN:t.     It  is  a 
happy  sign  ihnl  God  is  about  to  repair  our  ruins  and  divisions, 
when  he  stirreth  up  his  servants  to  speak  so  much  of  heaven, 
and  to  cat]  up  the  minds  of  impatient  complainers,  and  conlen> 
tious  censurers,  and   ignorant   self-eonceited   dividers,   and  of 
worldly,  unskilful,  and  unmerciful  pallors,  to  look  to  that  stale 
where  all  the  godly  ?ihall  be  one,  and  to  '.urn  IhoM!  thoughts  to  the 
funhorancc  of  holine!%s,  to  provoke  one  another  to  love  and  to 
good  woiks,  which  loo  many  lay  out  upon  (heir  hay  and  stubble, 
and  lo  call  men  from  judging  and  despising  each  other  (and 
worse  than  both  these)  about  their  meats  and  drinks,  and  dayf, 
to  study  righteousness  and  peace,  and  joy  in  the  holy  Gho<t. 
For  be  that  in  these  things  serveth  Chnat  (in  which  his  king* 
dom  doth  consist)  is  acceptable   to  God,  and  approved  of  men, 
(hat  are  wise  and   good.      Let  us   therefore  follow  after  the 
things  which  make  (or  peace,  and  things  wherewith  one  may 
edify  enotlier.     While  the  contentious  for  meats  will  dcsiroy  the 
work  of  God,  ( Rom.  14.  17.  SO.)   the  union  between  peace  and 
holiness  \»  so  strict,  that  he  that  ti'uly  promoteth  one  promotcth 
both,  lleb.  12.   II.  Jam.  3.  IT.     The  true  way  of  our  union  is 
excellently  described,  Eph.  4.   II, IG.      If  any  plain,  un- 
learned readers  shall  lilnmc  (he  accurateness  of  the  6lyle,  they 
must  remember,  that  those  per^ns  have  not  the  least  need  to 
hear  of  heaven,  and  to  be  drawn  up  from  (he  vanities  of  earth 
who  cannot  digest  a  looser  style.     As  God  bath  endued  (he  wor- 
thy author  with  a  more  than  ordinary  measure  of  judlciouanew, 
eroQ  soundness  and  aecurateness,  of  understanding,  with  sen* 
OUHiess,  spirituality,   and  heavenly  mind;  so  we  have  for  our 
floiBiium  benefit,  the  effects  of  all  these  happy  qualifications,  in  this 
judicious,  heavenly  discourse.     And  if  my  recommendations  may 
in  any  measure  further  your  acceptance,  iinproverocnts  and  prae- 
lisingofso.  edifying  a  treatise,  it  will  answer  the  ends  of  hin 
who  woitoth  with  yoti  in  hope  for  the  same  salvation. 

RICHARD  BAXTER. 


THS 


BLESSEDITESS  OF  THE  RIGHTEOUS. 


PSALM    XTIl.    15. 

Am  for  me,  /  wiU  bthold  thy  face  in  Hghteoumeas :  I  ahaU 
bt  Boti^fied  when  I  awake  with  thy  /i^enew. 


CHAP.  I. 

I.  A  proemwl  dwcoune.  II.  A  reflection  upoo  some  fbraroiDg  Tenea  of 
lbs  FHlui,  by  way  of  introduction  to  the  lest  IIL  A  conaidentioti  of  ita 
■nmrrrhi  vaiioua  readices,  and  of  its  literal  importance.  IV.  A  discusuon 
of  in  Rol  imponance  so  far  aa  is  neceasoiy  to  the  settling  the  aubject  of  tho 
fnmat  dJacoune. 

I.  The  continual  mixture  of  good  and  evil  in  this  present 
sute  of  things,  with  its  uncertain  fluctuations,  and  subjection  to 
perpetual  changes ;  do  naturally  prompt  a  considering  mind  to 
the  belief  and  hope  of  another,  that  may  be  both  more  perfect, 
and  more  permanent.  For  certainly  it  could  never  be  a  design 
adequate  (or  any  way  agreeable)  to  the  divine  wisdom  and 
goodness,  that  the  blessed  God  should  raise  such  a  thing  as  this 
lower  creation  out  of  nothing,  only  to  give  himself  the  tempora- 
ry pleasure  of  beholding  the  alternale  joys  and  sorrows  of  (the 
beat  part  thereof)  his  reasonable  creature  seated  in  it:  nor  a 
delight  at  all  proportionable  to  an  eternally  happy  Being,  when 
he  bath  connaturalized  such  a  creature  to  this  sensible  world ; 
only  to  take  notice  how  variously  the  passions  he  hath  planted 
in  him,  may  be  moved  and  stirred  by  the  vaiiety  of  occasions 
which  be  shall  thence  be  presented  with ;  and  what  sudden  and 
contrary  impressions  may  be  made  upon  his  easy  passive  senses, 
by  the  interchanged  strokes  and  touches  of  contrary  objects ; 
how  quickly  he  can  arise  him  into  a  transport  of  high  content- 
ment and  pleasure,  and  then  how  soon  he  can  again  reduce  him 
to  a  very  paroxysm  of  anguish  and  despair.  It  would  discover 
us  to  have  very  vile  and  low  thoughtsof  God,  if  wedid  not  judge 
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it  xKopilher  unanswerable  to  his  perfections,  to  design  iio  Tur- 
tlier  tiling  in  crenting  ibts  world,  and  placing  such  a  creature  as 
man  in  it,  than  only  to  pleaso  h  wiBelf  for  a  while  with  such  a 
spectacle,  and  llicn  at  last  clear  tlie  stage,  and  shut  up  all  again 
in  an  eternal,  silent  darkoess.  If  we  could  suppose  a  man  fur- 
nished with  such  power,  he  would  suicljr  add  little  to  the  rcpu- 
lalion  of  his  being  wise  or  good  beyond  other  men,  by  a  dostgii 
»  to  use  il.  Much  IcjiH  can  we  think  it  worthy  of  Ood  to  per- 
petuate such  a  stale  of  things  as  this,  and  continue  a  succcssioti 
of  such  persons  and  actions  119  we  now  behold  in  the  world, 
through  ctern.il  generations,  only  to  perpetuate  to  himself  the 
satue  pleasure  in  the  exercise  of  bis  imtnense  power  upon  c: 
led  natures,  over  which  he  hath  so  in6nile  advantage. 

And  indeed  nothing  can  be  more  unconceivable,  than  thai  tl 
great  Creator  and  Author  of  all  things,  should  frame  a  crcatu: 
of  so  vast  comprehension  as  the  spirit  of  man,  put  into  it  a 
pacity  of  knowing  and  eonver^ing  wHh  himself,  give  it  so: 
project  of  his  own  glory  and  blessedness ;  rai»i>  thereby,  in 
many,  boundless  unsatisfied  desires  after  him,  and  unenpressihle 
pleasure  in  the  pre-conceived  hope  of  being  received  into  the 
communion  of  that  glory  and  blessedness;  and  yet  defeat  and 
bla.Ht  so  great  an  expectation,  by  the  unsuspected  rcducemcnl  of 
the  Tery  subject  of  it  again  lo  nothing.  Vea,  and  that  he  should 
d^al  herein  (as  in  that  case  he  must  ]  the  most  hardly  with  thn 
best:  and  that  such  souls,  whose  mere  love  and  dovuledneS9  (0 
him,  had  made  them  ali^mdim  the  pli>asurcs  of  this  life,  and  run 
through  whatsoever  ditTicuIlies  for  his  sake,  should  fai*  worse 
than  the  very  worst :  were  bcroitd  all  the  rest,  most  utterly  un- 
imaginable, and  a  thought  wtiich  pagan-reason  bath  not  kiiown 
bow  to  digest  or  entertain.  //' (saith  one,  and  he  s^ieaka  ibe 
sense  of  many  others,  as   well  .19  his  own)    Ei  fuv   x^  a|ia  *•& 

^c.  wilh  ihe  diAt»hiHiin  of  oar  boiiiea,  the  esstnce  of  the  mtU, 
totialJiorifr  that  Ih;  shoulil  br  distolred  too,  aiul  forti-tr  ctate  la 
he  any  /Amjf  ;  /  know  not  huw  I  can  nccovnl  Iht-tn  bttand,  that 
fwvcr  having  enjoyed  utty  good  as  the  reword  uf  thtir  virtue, 
have  even  periat^  for  virtue  Uae(f.  Dionys.  Ilaliear.  Antiq. 
Rom.  lib.  8. 

Wherefore  it  is  consequent,  that  this  present  stale  is  only  in* 
tended  for  trial  to  the  apirics  of  men,  in  order  lo  their  :il(nin- 
ment  as  of  a  better  state  in  a  better  world :  that  is,  inasmuch  aa 
the  inlinitely  wise  and  blessed  (tod  had  given  being  to  such  a 
creature  as  man,  in  which  both  worlds  ( the  material  and  the  im- 
malcrial )  did  meet ;  and  who,  in  respect  of  hi^  earthly  and  spi- 
ritual natures,  luid  in  him  somewhat  suitable  to  each.  And 
whereas  this  creature  had  lotit  [with  his  interest)  his  very  in* 
clination  lo  Ibe  S])irilual  objects,  enjoyments  of  the  purer,  i 
niateiial  uoiid  (nhervin  alone  his  true   btesicdncss  coiiUl 
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atsl,)  swfler«d  a  vile  deprossion  of  his  spirit  unio  lliis  grosB  eor- 
F«J  world,  and  hereby  brought  himtwir  utiii<rr  a  iit-ci-»itjr  uf 
iog  PBiKmblc,  hi>i  nobler  part  having;  tiulliin|;  riiiw  Im  Ha'lixfjr  ir, 
phut  what  it  was  bvcoiuc  unEuilahle  and  diftalTcded  lo.     Jlis  incr- 
eifol  Creator,  bcinjc  intent  ujwn  his  resliluliun,  thought  fit  not 
ilo  brinic  it  abtiut  bj*  :i  sudden  and  violent  band  (as  it  were  to 
Kch  bim  into  heaven  afcnlnM  his  will:)  but  to  rtiisv  bin  spirit 
^faito  its  just  dominion  and  sovrcigiity  in  hlni,  hr  siieh  i:riiou«l 
■wtbods  as  were  niost  Huimblc  to  a  rational,  inteUigtttit  nature; 
I  Hint  is,  to  dif^ovcr  to  hiiu,  (hat  he  hfd  such  a  thing  an  spiril 
ibnut  litm  ;  whence  it  was  fallen,  how  low  it  was  sunk,  to  wbal 
'  WrtA  il  was  enpjiblc  to^ie  raised,  and  what  he  had  designed  and 
ioao  for  Its  happy  recorcry.     And  hence   by  the    secret  and 
powerful  insinuations  of  his  own  light  and  grace,  to  awaken  his 
ilrowsy   and    >lunil>ering  rcassn,  and  incline  his  perverse  an<l 
wayward  will  lo  the  considernlion  and  choice  of  such  things  ns 
'  ■(  felicity  conitists  in  ;  which  Ibal  better  world  can  afford,  and 
his  better  part  enjoy. 
And    while  he  propounds  such  thinpa  to  him,  how  reasonable 
~  agri-cable  was  it,  that  he  should  keep  him  somclime  under  a 
probation  (yen,  how  much  was  there  in  it  of  a  gracious  and 
tfMSsiotinte  induljiencc,  often  to  renew  the  trial,)  whether  he 
id  jtt  bestir  him^-ir,  ami  ( having  so  great  hopes  before  him, 
■tKh  helps  and  aid*  afforded  him,  and  ready  to  be  afforded) 
4jr,  at  last,  his  inlcUeciuM  and  ele<^live  jiowers,  lo  mind  and 
with  so  n;racious  overtures,  in  order  to  his  own  cteriiol  ad- 
aeemeot  and  blessedness  ?     Nor  was  it  an  unreasonable  ex- 
rtation  that    he  should  do  so.     For.  however   (he  temporal 
and  evil  that  may  constantly  aflcct  his  scnsilivc  ]>arl  and 
be  present  and  near ;  but  the  eternal  misery  or  blessed- 
of  bis  soul,  future  nnd  remote  ;  yol  inasmuch  3»  be  is  capa- 
ble of  undersiMMlini;  the  vaiM  di!>pro|>orliunfl  of  time  and  elerni> 
ty ;  of  n  mortal  flesh  and  an  immortal  spii-it ;  how  prep«steix>U8 
a  nourse  were  it,  and  unworthy  of  a  man  ;  yea,  how  dishonora- 
ble and  reproachful  to  his  Maker,  should  be  prefer  tbo  momoa- 
laiT    pleasures  of  narrow,  incapacious  sense,  to  the  everlasting 
njoymcnts  of  an  enlarged  comprehensive  spirit  ^     Or,  for  the 
aroUliiig    the    pains  and  miwries    of    Ihv   former   kind,    incur 
those   of  the  Inlter?     Whence  also  the  Holy  fJod  doth  not  ex- 

Cirl  aiMl  require  only,  that  men  should  make  that  wiser  choice  ; 
tt  duth  ntost  Justly  lay  the  weight  of  their  eternal  stales  upon 
Ibvir  doing,  or  not  doing  so.  And  in  that  day  when  he  slioU 
render  to  every  one  according  to  his  works,  m:dte  this  the  rule 
of  his  fiiul  judgment,  to  allot  to  them,  who  by  a  patient  continu- 
ange  in  well-doing,  seek  for  Imnor,  glory,  and  immortiitity,  eter- 
aal  life-  To  the  rest,  indignation  and  wrath,  tribulation  iind  an* 
(■•h,  &c.  and  that  whether  tlicy  be  Jews  «r  Genlileii.  Horn.  3- 
1, — 0.     Nor  is  It  a  new  thing  in  the  world,  that  soinc  among  tlw 
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children  of  meo  should  in  this  comply  with  the  righteous  will  of 
God,  and  so  judge  and  choow  for  themselves,  as  he  is  pleued  to 
direct  and  pre&cri)>tt,  it  iit  a  course  approved  by  the  concurrent 
suflVage  of  ull  (hem,  in  all  limes  and  ages,  inlo  whose  minds  (he 
Inre  liglil  hntli   shined,  and  whom  God  hitth   iiiipircd  with  that 
wisdom  wlit^rcby  he  makelh  wise  to  salvauon.     Thul  nuinerouJ 
assembly  of  the  perfected  spirits  of  the  jusi,  have  agreed  in  tlds 
coinmOD  resniutioit ;  and  did  in  tlieir  several  generations,  befor^_ 
they  had  paswd  this  state  of  trial,  with  an  heroic  magnanimiljH 
trample  this  present  world  under  their  feet,  and  aspire  to  ihtf^ 
glory  of  the  world  to  come  ;  relieving  themselves  against  all  the 

f;rici'.inces  they  hnvc  sutlcred  from  such  whose  portion  is  in  this 
ife  with  the  alone  hope  and  confidence  of  what  they  were  IQ 
eiijoy  in  anorhet.  mH 

II.  And  hereof  we  hare  an  eminent  and  illtistriona  ingtan^^B 
in  this  content,  where  the  ground  is  laid  of  the  following  dis- 
oourae.  For  introduction  whereto,  observe  thai — the  title 
speaks  the  psalm  a  prayer  of  Djivid.  The  matter  of  iho  prayer 
is,  preservation  from  his  enemies.  Not  (o  gi>  over  (lie  whole 
psalm,  wc  have  in  the  13  ami  14  verses,  the  sum  of  hii  desires, 
wilh  a  description  of  the  persons  he  pmy»  to  Ih;  drltvcred  from: 
in  which  de»eriplion  every  eliaracter  is  au  argument  to  eiUorec 
his  prayer. 

From  the  wicked :  as  though  he  had  said  they  are  equally 
enemros  to  thee  and  me  ;  not  more  opposite  to  me  by  their  cru- 
elly, than  by  their  wickedness  they  are  to  thee.  Vindicate  then, 
at  once,  ihvM-lf,  and  deliver  me. 

Thf  Sipord,  thy  hand.  Thou  canst  as  easily  command  and 
manage  them,  as  a  man  may  wield  \i\i  swonl,  or  move  his  hand. 
Wilt  (hou  stiller  thine  own  sword,  (liinv  own  hand,  to  destroy 
thine  own  servant  ? 

Men  of  the  world,  which  hafe  their  portion  in  Ihia  life :  tine 
and  this  lower  world,  bound  all  their  hopes  and  fears.  They 
bare  no  serious  believing  apprehensions  of  any  thing  beyond  this 
present  life  :  therefore  have  nothing  to  withhold  thein  from  tht 
most  injurious  violence,  if  ihou  withhold  Ihem  not;  men  that 
believe  not  another  world,  arc  the  ready  ac(ors  of  any  imagioa- 
ble  misclii<-r!)  and  (ragedies  in  this.  ^^ 

Whose  belly  thoufilUst.     That  is,  their  sensual  appc1i(e  ;  (^| 
oftentimes  that  term  is  used,  Rum.  Ifi.  18.  Phil.  3.  19.)  wilh  tky 
hift  ireasitrea,  namelv,  the  riches  which  either  God  is  wont  to 
hide  in  the  bowels  ot  the  earth,  or  lock  up  in  the  repository  of     | 
providence,  dispensing  ihem  at  his  own  pleasure. 

Tht;/ art  full  of  children.  Soil  appeals  by  that  which  M- 
lows,  it  ou^t  to  be  read,  and  not  according  to  that  gross,  but 
easy  (vm  for  vVIn)  mis(ake  of  some  transcribers  of  (be  seventy. 
.\3  if  in  all  this  he  had  pleaded  thus  ;  "  Lord,  (hou  hast  abun- 
dantly indulge*]  those  men  already,  what  need  they  more }  They  , 
bare  themselves,  from  thy  unre_gardod  bounty,  their  own  vast    J 
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ffwollcn  dc-sires  sufficienlly   filled,  enougli  for  llieir  ownifme: 
and  when  thej-  can  live  no  longer  in  tlieir  [wrsons,  they  may  U)] 
Uwir  poawrity,  and  leave  nol  ulranKers,  but  ilieir  rmmerous  off-' 
■P"'"!:,  their  heirs,     h  it  nol  cnouah  that  llieir  avarice  be  grali- 1 
wd,  e&cepl  their  inalire  be  also)  that  they  have  whatsoever 
(hey  can  conceive  desirable  for  iheniM-lvcs,  unless  they  may  also' 
infer  whatever  they  can  think  mtM^hicvoutt  on  me  f     To  this  de- ' 
tcripttoti  of  hi"  enemies,  he,  ej:  oppoaito^  stilijoitis  some  account  | 
of  htmself  in  this  hid  closure  of  the  ptulm:  As  for  mt,  here  lui  j 
Ti  at  bis  s(atj(]uc  point ;  and,  after  some  appearing  discomposure, 
}a»  spirit  reluruH  to  a  consistency,  in  contirile ration  of  his  owa 
more  happy  slate,  which  he  opposes  and  prefers  to  Iheir^t,  in  (be 
fcltowine  respectfi.     That  Ihtij  were  wicked,  Ae  righteous.     "I 
will  behold  thy  face  in  righleousiiess."     Thai  their  happineBS 
WM  worldly,  terrene,  such  only  M  did  spring  from  the  e.irth ; 
M*,  btaTColy  and  divine,  such  u  tbouM  result  from  Iho  face  and 
jaiige  of  God.      7'Actm,  present,  tenipornry,  ronipoMtcd   within 
this  life  ;  hit,  future,  everlasting,  to  he  enjoyed  when  he  should 
Kwake.        Theirs,  partial,   defective,  stirh   as   would   but   gratify 
their  bestial  part,  fill  their  bellien;  kisy  adequate,  complete  (the 
"'-■linirr  ri  r.v;ri  a  happintrss  of  proportion)  such  as  should  Sjllig- 
the  man.     "  1  shall  iw  satisfied,  Sic. 

III.  The  %'aricty  in  rendering  this  verse  (to  be  seen  by  com* 
pancf;  the  original  and  translation )  need  not  give  us  any  trouble, 
the  differences  not  being  of  great  moment,  nor  onr  own  reading 
liable  to  exception.  'I'he  woi-d  about  which  is  ihe  greatest  di- 
Tersity,  hath  the  significancy  we  here  give  it,  in  the  second  com- 

adnient,  and  constantly  elsewhere.  And  then,  what  more 
iper  English  can  this  text,  be  Ciipahle  of,  than  it  hath  in  our  bi- 
ts f  Each  word  hath  lis  true  and  genuine  import;  and  the 
ilax  is  mflGcicnily  ref;ular,  and  grammatical  of  the  whole. 

IV.  In  the  mean  time,  the  real  importance  of  Ibis  scripture 
»n  ealls  for  discusHion  than  the  lilcral ;  concerning  which,  a 

efold  inquiry  will  be  necessary  for  the  settling  the  subject  of 

he  foUowing  discouise. — What  relation  this  rightrovjgtttss  must 

e  understood  to  have  to  the  vision  of  God's  face,  and  the  other 

aosequent  blessedness. — What  lime  or  stale  ouioAtn^  refers  to, 

1 — What  is  iiilcndcd  by  the  tikme*»  of  Cod.     To  iht  first  of 

•se.     It  is  only  nccesMiry  to  say  at  present,  that  the  iilrcady 

Sted  import  of  the  prriwf^ition  in  being  supposed   most  suitable 

this  loxt  (as  appan-nlly  il  is)  righteousness  must  be  looked 

,  Ob  in  reference  to  thi.-i  vision,  not  as  in  an  idle  or  merely  ca- 

'lual  concomilancy,  or  as  an  unconcerned  circumttancc,  that  hath 

•othing  lo  do  with  Ihe  bt»ine!«  spoken  of;  but  as  in  a  close  and 

intimate  connexion  iherdwith  ;  bein^,  firm  antecedent,  secondly 

aoadodble,  thirdly  nece:>sary  thereto.     Nor  can  i  better  express 

■,  and  reference  to  it,  generally  and  in  one  word,  (ban  in 

t  qualities  for  il ;  which  how  it  doth,  will  be  more  propel 
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lo  cotiKiilcr  ticrcaflcr.  It  vtitty  now  suffice  lo  say,  those  wortU 
^vc-  u»  the  qiiitUried  subjccl  of  this  liles^edness  "1;  in  ri);ht- 
cousnviis,"  a  rij((itcous  pernon  as  such.  'I'o  ike  Second;  Taking 
il  forsiatiled,  thai  none  will  understand  this  awaking  as  apposea 
to  natural  sleep :  in  tbo  borrowed  or  tropical  sense,  it  must  be 
uniki'slood  lu  intonil  either  some  better  state  in  this  life,  in  com- 
partiioii  whereof  the  Putilmist  reckons  bis  prt-sent  stale  but  as 
sk-cp ;  or  the  future  state  uf  blef-tcilness  in  the  other  lift 
There  have  been  some  who  have  umierslood  il  ol  the  form' 
»n<l  (hoiiglit  tlie  I'saliiiist  lo  speak  only  of  an  hoped  freedoi 
from  his  present  tempo ral  afflictions;  but  then,  that  which  wi 
be  implied,  seems  not  so  specious ;  that  trouble  and  afflicli< 
should  be  signified  by  Ihe  DccessHrily  pre-supposed  sleep,  whi 
sure  doth  more  resemble  rc$t  than  trouble. 

I  conceive  it  less  excej)lionalilu  to  rcfiT  uwakiag,  to  the  bl< 
sod  state  of  saints  after  this  lifu.  Fur,  that  sainls,at  that  time 
when  this  was  wrilteii,  had  the  knowledfce  of  such  a  state  (i 
(Iced  «  saint  not  believing  a  life  to  conie,  is  «  pcrfeet  contradii 
lion)  110  doubt  can  be  made  by  any  that  balh  ever  so  hitle  re 
and  compared  the  old  and  new  Icslamenl.  We  are  pbinljr  to' 
ihat  ihose  excellent  persons  mentioned  in  the  famous loll,  {lie 
11 .  V.  I .  I G. )  lived  by  itiat  faith  which  was  the  subiitancc  of  ihinj 
hoped  for,  and  lhi>  evidence  of  ihings  not  seen.  That  of  the 
Abraliani,  Isaac, nnd  Jacob,  while  they  lived  in  Canaan,  yet  toa^ 
«  better,  a  heavenly  country ;  confessing  thomstlvcs  pilgrims  and 
strangers  on  earth.  We  know  it  was  the  moie  jfcncral  belief  of 
the  Jews  in  our  Sa^nour's  lime.  And  whence  should  they  have 
it,  but  from  the  old  Testament  thither  our  Saviour  remits  then 
Job.  5.  3!).  to  search  it  out,  and  llie  way  to  il.  The  Aposllc 
saint  Paul,  Acts  it>,  and  0.  7.  compared  with  the  H.  gives  il  as 
Ihe  common  faith  of  Ihe  twelve  tribe*,  grounded  upon  the  pn 
mise  made  to  their  forefathers ;  and  thence  pruilcntially  he  be. 
ictates  the  cause  wherein  he  was  now  CDgngcd;  supposing 
would  be  generally  resented,  that  he  should  be  called  in  uu' 
lion  for  avowing  (only)  so  known  And  received  a  truth.  Sure 
Ihey  were  beholden  to  these  sacred  writings  they  had  then  among 
them,  for  so  common  a  belief;  and  since  it  is  out  of  (juesiion. 
from  our  Saviour's  express  words,  they  do  eonlain  tlie  grout 
of  that  belief;  what  cause  have  we  lo  be  so  shy  of  so  inlerpn 
ling  scriptures  thai  have  a  (air  aspect  that  way }  Is  il,  that  w 
CAD  devise  to  fasten  here  and  there  another  sense  upon  divers 
such?  I  wonder  what  one  text  can  be  mentioned  in  all  the  uM 
testament  to  this  purimse,  wherein  one  may  not  do  so;  And 
what  then  would  be  the  tendency  of  this  course,  but  lo  deny  in 
all  the  pnrlicubrs,  what,  upon  so  clear  evidence,  we  are  in  the 
KCncral  forced  lo  admit.'  and  to  put  Moses,  and  Abraham,  and 
David,  in  a  lower  class  than  Pythagoras,  and  Socrates,  and  Plato .' 
And  I  think  it  would  not  be  easy  lo  lind  one  text  in  all  that  part 
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Rihto,  where  Mb  the  words  thrreof,  and  tho  context,  do 
„  fiiriv  comply,  ihut  in  tlm,  so  as  not  only  to  nilniil,  t>ut  evon 
'firtlo  that  inlcrprclplion. 

Kor  the  Irnn  awake  iihont  which  the  present  inquiry  is,  hovr 
•)tf  and  nlivii)ui4  h  tht:  iin:il(i);y  between  our  awakinc  out  of  na- 
lanl  lilcep,  and  tb(!  holy  soul's  risiii);  up  out  of  Ihc  darkness  and 
lorpor  of  its  prctient  slate,  into  the  enlivening;  lij^ht  of  God'a 
presentee  ?  It  is  Irulv  said  bo  to  awake,  at  its  first  quilting  these 
liurkMimc  regions,  when  it  lays  aside  its  cuiul>crs«inc  nii(hl-vai). 
It  duih  so  more  perfectly,  in  the  joyful  morning  of  (he  resurroc* 
liun-day  whrn  inurt:dity  is  sunllowed  up  in  life,  and  all  the  ycl 
borpring  lUindows  of  it  arc  ranitihcd  and  fled  away.  And  hnvr 
known  and  usual  an  application  ihi?  is  of  the  molaphorieal  terms 
of  sleeping  and  awaking  in  holy  writ,  1  need  not  leU  them  who 
bare  roikd  the  Bible.  Nor  doth  this  interpretation  less  fitly  ac- 
cord tn  llie  other  contents  of  this  verse:  For  to  what  stale  do 
Ihe  Bight  of  God's  face,  and  satisfaction  with  his  likeness,  so  fully 
Wree.  M  to  that  of  futiiie  blessedness  in  the  other  world  ?  But 
then  the  contestiire  of  discourse  in  this  and  tho  foregoing  Terse 
te^tber,  seems  plainly  to  determine  us  to  this  sense  :  for  what 
can  be  more  cortspicuous  in  thcni,  than  a  purposed  comparison,  an 
Apposition  of  two  states  of  felicity  muliinlly  to  each  other  ?  That 
of  tbo  wicked,  whom  he  culh  nirn  of  Unify  and  whose  potlton, 
bo  lollfl  uit,  is  in  this  life :  and  the  ri((hleou8  man's,  his  own ; 
which  he  (  xpcctcd  nut  to  be  till  he  should  awake,  that  iit,  nut  till 
aft4T  this  lifi'. 

It  if  further  to  be  inquired, /At«i/y,  how  wc  arc  here  to  ander- 
Mand  fAc  likene*»  of  God?     I  doubt   not  but  we  are  to  under- 
stand by  it,  his  glory.     And  the  only  difficulty  which  it  will  bA 
ODceasary  at  pre!M>nt  to  consider  about  it,  is,  whether  we  are  to 
take  it  objeclively,  or  subjectively;  for  the  glory  to  be  repre- 
■rnted  to  the  blessed  soul,  or  the  i|;1ory  to  be  impressed  upon  it ; . 
the  glory  which  it  is  to  behold,  or  the  glory  it  shall  bear.     And 
^_l  roncrlvc  the  dilfiTcncc  is  more  easily  capable  of  accommoda- 
^Btimt,  than  of  a  atrict  decision  on  either  |>ait.     Uy  /<i«e  is  un- 
^h^lrdly  uirnnt  objective  glory,  and  that  in  its  most  )>crfect  rc- 
H^^^frnlaliun,  the   face  bein;;,  a»  we  know  with  men,  the  chief 
'      saf  of  a5i»ectable  majesiy  and  beauty,     lienco  when  Moses  de- 
fire*  to  see  tiod's  glory,  though  he  did  vouchsafe  some  discovery 
of  it,  Ti't  be  tells  him  his  face  cannot  be  seen.     Hereupon,  there- 
fore, the  next  expression  (Ajp  fiAcm'ss  might  the  more  plau-tihly 
he  n^traincd  to  subjective  glory,  so  as  to  denote  the  image  of 
(tod  now  in  its  most  perfect  impression  on  the  blessed  soul.    Uut 
thai  I  insist  not  on.      Supposing  therefore,   that  what-is  signified 
IK*,  be  rej>ealed  over  again  in  (his  woni  ttkeness,  yet  I  con- 
1  li>«  expression  is  not  varied  in   vain  ;  but  having  more  to 
ly  tiwD  only  that  he  ex[)ccted  a  stale  of  future  fiston,  namely, 
Out  h«  assured  himself  of  aatit/aelion  too,  another  word  was 
vol..  I.  3 
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Iboiiglil  fit  tv  be  UMil  ihal  miglil  aignifj-  also  somonbal  that  niul 
ii>tiTvt;u«  ill  order  lu  ihat  satisfaction.  ]|  iscoftain  ihc  rocrcob 
jfictivc  rcprfnentalioD  and  con5vqii(.-nt  intuition  of  the  inoM  ci 
celleiit  (even  the  divine)  elory,  cannot  fatitifv  »  voul  rcmainin| 
disalTcctcd  and  unaaita1>lc  (nortutito.  1(  ran  onlj*  naliify,  an,  b4 
iiig  leprvseritcd  ;  it  fonn»  tlio  »oul  into  tho  same  imafc<^,  and  at 
tempers  it  to  il»e\(,  a»  if  lie  had  said  "  1  expect  liei-eaUer  to  .11 
Iho  blc&»cd  (aca  of  (lod,  and  to  be  myself  blessed  or  satisfied  1 
his  |[lory,at  once  appearing  to  me,  aitd  transfuKiii^  itself  upon  mej 
In  snort  Ihercfore,  I  understand  by  lhat  term,  Uie  glory  of 
aa  Iraiisforniing,  or  as  impressive  of  itself.  If  therefore,  glc 
the  object  of  tlie  soul'ii  viaion,  xliall  by  any  be  (lioiight  to  be 
tended  in  it,  I  conlond  not;  supposinj;  only,  that  the  object 
taken  not  maleiialiv,  or  poieiitinlly  only,  fur  tbv  thing  visibly 
itself  considered  ;  but  formally,  and  in  rase  actuali  ohjecli ;  tt 
i»,  as  DOW,  acluaJifi  iniimaaing  ihftfy  or  as  connoting  such 
itttpresoion  upon  Ihc  bcboldiiifc  sotd;  for  so  only  is  it  productin 
of  Aucb  .1  pleasure  and  satisfaction  (o  it,  ad  must  ensue.  As  ' 
this  form  of  sj>eech  "  such  a  man  takes  pleasure  in  knowledgeil 
It  Ls  evident  knowledge  must  be  taken  there  both  objectively,  f 
the  things  known  ;  and  subjectivelr,  fur  the  actual  perception 
the  things;  inasmuch  as,  apparently,  both  must  concur  to  wc 
him  delight.  So  it  will  cppcar,  to  any  one  lhat  attentively  eoi 
niders  it,  glory  must  Iw  (ukvn  in  that  pasxnge,  "  Wc  rejoice 
ho)i«  of  1)10  ^oiy  of  Rod."  Rom.  b.  3.  It  is  divine  glory  bo( 
revealed  and  received  ;  his  exhiliitinn  nnd  coniinunicalion  of  ~ 
according  to  his  immtixsUy ;  and  oiii  participation  of  it,  aecor 
ing  to  our  meanare,  that  must  concur  to  our  eternal  saliabc 
Herein  the  plntonic  adage  hath  evident  truth  in  it;  Volvjtta 
generatio  tat  ex infmiti ti finiii  coptUatione.  Pleamu'tit  hen 
lainly  made  up  of  aointthinf^  finite  and  something  iiifinitt,mttlit 
together.  It  is  not  (asthu  pbiiosopherftpvaks)  a^^pi^,but  u> 
fi,  not  any  tliin)^  .teparatt  fiom  the  soul,  but  sonicthitig  it 
tesws,  that  can  make  it  happy.  It  is  nut  hiippy  by  an  incomml 
nicate  happiness,  nor  glorious  by  an  incommunicale  glory.  Ii 
deed,  the  discovery  of  such  a  glory  to  an  inglorious,  unholy  wo 
must  lather  torment  than  satisfy.  The  future  glory  of  saints 
therefore  called  ( Rom.  8,  16.  ih  J)(w(,  a  glory  to  be  revtaied 
thfiit  (or  into  them,  as  the  word  signifies,)  .\nd  in  (be  foregoing 
words,  the  apoMk'  a>^Nurcs  Christ's  fcliow-sulTercrs,  lhat  (hey 
shall  be  glurilied  together  with  him.  Surely  (he  notation  of  (hai 
word,  the-  formal  notion  of  glorification,  cannot  import  so  lillle 
only  to  be  a  i^clator  of  glory ;  it  inuot  signify  a  being  made 
nous. 

Not  is  the  common  and  true  maxim  othcrwiite  intelligible, 
H^ace  and  gloiy  dilTor  only  in  degree.  For  certainly  it  could  ne- 
ver enter  into  the  mind  of  a  sober  man  ( though  how  dangerously 
»ume  H|)«ak,  that  might  possibly  have  bees  w.jf  too  much  Je< 
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mg  halii  not  made  ihem  mad,  will  b«  animadvei  t«<l  in  lis  [ilace,) 
tbM  objeclivc  glotj*,  and  p^»cc  in  suinli,  were  the  same  sperilic, 
nuflb  k'as  ttic  aaiiie  iiiiiu(;rical,  thin;;.  It  is  true,  that  Scripture 
.  often  •Kprvsies  the  future  blvHcdness,  bj' wion  of  Cod.  But 
wdcro  liiiil  plimse  i»  lined  to  signifj'il  nluno,  it  is  evident  (as 
vrithin  Ihi'  lower  rv^^ion  uf  grace,  wurda  uf  kiiuwlcdec  do  ofleii 
itnpljr  airccliiiti,  and  curre^poiidcnt  im|)l'v^^iol>s  on  llio  Soul)  it 
rotisl  be  iiiid('i!U<>i>d  uf  alleclive  tranitliiruialivi!  vision,  Kuch  as 
lulEi  ronforitiilv  to  (iod  most  iii.teiMtablj  i.-on;tinct  with  it.  And 
L  that  we  ini^ht  underslaiiil  so  much,  thoy  arc  elsenhcre  both  ex- 

Cvfisly    mentioned  together,  as  joint  insredieiils  into  »  saint's 
vMcdncM ;  as  in  those  woids  so  full  of  clear  and  rich  sense  : 
,  **  Whun  lie  shall  appear,  wc  shall  he  like  him :  for  we  iihall  see 
bim  as  he  ia."      Which  text  1  take  for  a  plain  comi.icnt  upon  this  : 
I  and  luMhinks  i(  should  not  vasiljr  he  Mip[H)«>nlilc,  (hey  chotildboth 
||«paak  K>  near  the  ume  word?,  and  mil  intend  t\u:  same  sense. 
^Vou  biivo  in  both,  the  same  «ea«cn),  "  when  he  shall  appear," 
,  when  I  shall  awake :  the  saniu  aubjeci  llie  righleotu  person  bom 
^of  God  ( compare  the  chise  of  the  former  chapter  witfi  the  begin- 
of  ihts^  ;   "and  I  in  ri|;hleousnes9 :"  llic  same  vision  ne 
. see  bim  as  he  i^ :  "I  shall  behold  his  face  :"  tlic  same  <rj- 
t,  "  We  shall  be  like   hiui,"  1  shall  be   sati^ilitd  with  his 
tcness  ;  (concerning  the  ffx^^«  or  habitude  this  vision  and  as- 
f  aimilatiun  mutuall}-  have  to  one  another,  (hero  will  be  considura- 
flion  had  in  its  place).     I  therefore  coitceiTe  neither  of  these  nc^ 
^  tions  of  the  divine  likeness,  do  exclude  the  other.  If  it  be  inquir* 
),  which  is  principnll)'  meant  ^  That  need  not  to  be  detoriiiincd^ 
if  Eha  latter,  it  supiwKeH  ihr  former ;  if  the   former,  it  infers  the ' 
ll«r.     Without  the  lirsl,  the  other  cannot  be  ;  without  this  olh- 
r,  llui  fini  cannot  satisfy. 
If  any  vut  disagree  (o  this  interprelatJon  of  this  text,  let  (beiB  J 
the  doctrine  propounded  from  it,  to  that  other  last  mentioned . 
rh  only  hath  not  the  express  mention  of  a  consequent  sslt^' 
aun,  as  (his  hnth  ;  whence  therefore,  as  beinj;  in  this  rc^pect ' 
llri.  my  lhou;i;hls  were  pitched   upon  ih is-)      Only  wtlhal  let  it 
lie  considered,  how  much  more  easy   it  is,  to  imagine  another 
•enau,  and  suppose  it  possible,  than  to  disprove  (his,  or  evince  it , 
ttt^iosflibte.     How  far  probable  it  i.",  muttt  he  left  to  the  jud^ 
to«nl  of  the  indiiTerent :  with  whom  il  may  nol  be  insignificant 
lo  add,  thai  thus  it  hath  been  underhrnod  hy  interpreters  (I  might 
adTL-utuie  to  wy  the  generaJily }  of  all  sorts. 
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CHAPTER  H. 

I.  A  ■ummnrr  propoMi  ofthp  iloc-irinneonteinetl  In  ilil*  Berijituro:  n 
Ikxi  of  ii  iiilu  iliru«  (IJMjoct  hi-iiJa  of  diwounfU.     firtL  1 1to  ()iialtlic4l 
jert.    SttviuUv.  TLv  iiatuiv.     TlanQif.  llirernwilinrilio  blowHliiuw 
niokcn  of.     II.  Tlic  firal  nf  ibcin  Inkcri  iiiio  cciividrraliun,  witcrn  ttio 
inoBtion.  f^g^raiunuf,  u  trcati.-ii  o(.    AlMut  nliicli  is  diewn.    f^nt. 
It  b    Senmdf^.    How  a  qualilicit. 

I.  Now  tbc  foregoing  scnM  of  (he  wonU  Ucing  supposed,  it  a 
penrs  thiki  tliv  pi\>|KT  iir);uniciitof  thi*  scripture  is, — Tiie  blcsft*. 
edaeu  of  the  H^lntsitis  in  the  otUor  life,  coiisistin^  in  the  visi 
and  pnrticipaliun  of  <liviiic  ):lur}-,  wi tit  the  satiislikciion  tluit  re- 
sulteth  thence.  In  which  suiuniajir  account  of  the  doctrine  hen 
conlained,  three  general  heads  of  tliecourse  offer  lhciuiH:lvi.-s  to 
our  view: — The  subject,  the  nature,  and  the  Dtason  of  ihis  blev- 
vcdoeM : — Or  to  wlwm  it  belongs, — wbereio  it  consists,  and  when 
it  »hull  be  enjoyed. 

II.  Wo  ptorocd  to  illustrate  each  of  th«se. 
Fhit. — VV«  licjiin  with  the  conMdenKioii  of  the  mbject 

whom  thiri  Me»M-dness  a])(icrtain5.  And  wc  find  it  exp 
in  the  text,  in  these  only  H'ord>,  "I  i  in  righluousneas ;"  whiob 
UDouiils  to  aa  much  at,  a  rt):hteous  peraon  us  such.  They  re- 
present to  us  the  subject  of  this  blessedness  in  its  proper  quali- 
ficiilions:  wherein,  our  business  is  to  consider  his  qualification, 
righUovsnt-it,  under  which  notion  only,  he  is  conccrnid  in  the 
present  discourse;  and  about  nbich,  two  ihinf^s  are  lo  be  iikri 
<]aircd  :  namely — what  it  imports,  and — how  it  qualifies. 

I.  What  it  imports.  I  t.ike  righteousness  Iterc  to  be  opjio: 
to  wickedness  in  the  foregoing  %'erKe  (ns  was  intimated  before );' 
and  so  understand  it  in  an  equal  latitude,  not  of  particular,  but  of 
unireiml  righteousness.  That  is,  not  ttiat  particular  virtue  which 
iiMslJnes  men  to  give  every  one  their  rii;hl  (unless  in  that  every 
one,  you  would  include  also  tbc  blessed  Ciod  hinisell',  tbc  sovu- 
niign,  GORiuiun  Lord  of -ill)  but  a  universal  rectitude  of  beori 
■ttalile,  eotnprehcntling  not  uidy  equity  towards  men,  btit  piet^ 
towards  (iod  also.  A  conformity  to  the  law  in  general,  in  its 
utmost  extent,  adei]uatcly  opposite  to  sin  ( which  is  indeed  of 
htrger  exK-iit  than  wickedness ;  :iiid  in  whal  dillerent  respec 
ngh[eattsn«HS  is  conmienKurate  to  Uie  iine  and  the  other,  w 
f^hall  .ice  hy  and  by]  as  that  is,  generally,  said  to  he  avafiiii, 
tranagrewon  o/ the  law.  (I.  John,  3,  4.)  Among  moralists,* 

"Ev  H  Ittwut^^OffM^^iv  vac  ifttif'sSft.  ^ghteoutnsss  compi 
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comprtlicasiTC  twiion  of  righieousness  as  U  inclusive  of  all 
|Mber  virtues,  i^  not  unknown.  But  in  Scripture,  it  is  its  much 
ore  ordinarj  accejitalion.  To  give  iiiHtancvs,  wuro  to  tiujipose 
much  ignorance  in  llie  rcwlcr;  niid  to  vnuincriitv  lliu  passa- 
in  which  lliis  term  is  lakcn  in  lliat  PXlctisivo  tKriisc,  «cri;  too 
kt  aft  uuoecessar}  burden  to  Ihe  uiilcr.  It  wen:  iri<]<-i;tl  to 
eiibe  a  great  part  of  tli«  Biblo.  How  fuiuiliar  is  the  «p|>0- 
titm  of  righlMtt^  and  wicked,  and  ri,!;/Ueoua  and  sinnernt  Jn  sa- 
Iwtgoago !  And  bow  fulljr  co-extent  righleoutiiesa  is  in 
Scripluic  notion  of  it,  to  Ihe  whole  law  of  God,  thai  one  pa*- 
■uffirietitly  (liscoTers ;  where  it  is  Bald  ol  ZavliariDS  and 
ath,  that  ihcy  wcrs  both  ri^bli-oiis  belorc  Ciod,  walking  iii 
Ibe  coBimandmeols  and  onhnnncus  of  the  Lord  hiamdeas. 
FXuke  I.  6,  6.  It  is  iiue  indec<i,  tlial  when  tlic  words  KoiHincins 
or  holiness  are  in  cohjtinctiun  with  ihiii  term,  Its  sij^nitttaix^y  is 
divided  and  shared  with  iheiu,  ho  as  that  tliey  signif)',  in  that 
CMM,  conforiuit}-  to  (he  will  of  (iod  in  (he  duties  ot  Ibe  Jirul  tn- 
hkf  and  tliia  is  conhned  to  those  of  the  »ecoi%d :  otherwise,  be- 
100  pill  alone,  it  sigznilies  the  whole  duly  of  man,  as  the  nlher 
ezpreasioos  also  do  in  iho  same  case  especially  the  latter  of  ihom. 
As  it  seanui  not  to  he  within  (be  present  desi):n  of  (he  context 
to  lake  notice  of  any  imputed  wickedness  of  (he  op|>0)'ilc  sort  of 
punocw,  other  than  whnt  was  really  in  theni,  and  whereby 
tliMT  laifibi  b«  fitly  ch^kraclerizei) :  »o,  I  conceive,  that  imputed 
nattonsoam  is  not  bi-rv  meant,  (hat  is  inherent  in  the  peraon 
of  Ihe  Mediator  ;  but  that  which  ia  truly  subjeeled  in  a  child  of 
Gnl,  and  descriptive  of  him.  Nor  must  any  think  it  strange, 
tlial  all  the  re(|uiBites  to  our  salvation,  are  not  found  to^clhor  in 
one  Icxl  of  Scripture.  The  riehteoiisness  of  hini,  whom  we  arc 
to  adorv  n  rmiIo  ain  for  us,  that  wc  mitcbt  be  made  the  righlc- 
ncaa  of  Ood  in  him  ;  halh  a  much  higher  s])here  pccutiat  and 
lie  10  itself.  Thiit  of  whiirh  we  now  ?peak,  in  ils  own 
•ad  subordinair  place,  is  necessary  also  to  !>«  both  h»d 
^«od  underelood.  It  niunt  be  underMoo4l  by  viewing  it  in  its 
nilff,  in  conformity  whereto  it  stands;  which  must  needs  he 
a«ic  taw  nf  God.  There  hatli  been  a  twofold  law  given  by  Uod 
lu  mankind,  as  tho  measure  of  a  universal  righteousness,  the  one 
nade  (or  ianocenl.  the  other  for  lapsed  man  ;  which  are  dtS' 
tiiacilialuKi  by  the  a)K>s()e  under  (he  names  of  the  law  uf  works, 
•nd  the  law  of  faith.  Itum.  3.  27.  It  can  never  he  possible, 
that  atty  of  (lie  apoMato  Hons  of  Adam  should  l>c  denominated 
righl<HMH  by  the  former  of  lliesc  lawti,  the  righteousness  thereof 
(WMbtitHC  in  a  |>crfcctand  sinlrss  ube<iience.  Tiie  latter  there- 
face  ia  the  only  moaaure  and  rule  of  this  righteousness,  namely, 
Umt  law  at  balh;  or  that  of  the  gos^iel- revelation  which  con- 
kina  and  discovers  oar  duty,  what  we  are  to  be  and  do  in  order 
lu  our  hteacednesa ;  beinjC,  as  to  tlie  ma((er  of  it,  (hu  whuk-  mo- 
ral LaM,  before  appeitainiiig  to  (he  covenant  of  works,  attciu- 
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peretl  to  the  trtito  of  (Mao  siitnem,  by  evani;elical  mitifrations 
and  iiidiilgvitcv.  by  (he  HUpur--ulde<)  procepts  of  repentance  uid 
faith  ill  n  Mi-diatur,  with  all  the  olhcr  duty  rcMiwutiiiji;  the  Me- 
iliiitor,  u  such;  and  clothed  wiih  a  n«vr  furni  xji  it  u  now  tak«i) 
■nil]  the  eoitstitutbn  of  the  covenant  nf  f^nev.  This  rule,  tlwagh 
■I  be  in  the  whole  ol  it  ca|M^>le  uf  voiniiii;  uuder  one  eonmon 
netien,  as  bcin^  the  atandiui;,  ol>lii;in);  law  uf  Christ's  mediatory 
kin|((lota  ;  vol  according  in  ihe  dilferent  matter  of  it,  ita  obliga- 
lions  anil  annexed  sanctions  are  dill'erent.  As  to  its  milter,  it 
nuHt  be  undeistood  to  require : 

(1.)  Tho  mere  bein^nnd  stocerity  of  those  gracious  pnnci 
with  their  oiQscnlial  acts  (as  there  ia  opportunity)  esprcMcdth' 
tn,  in  up|x>M(ion  to  the  nullity  and  insini^erity  of  them. 

(2.)  All  the  poMiblc  d<-f;recsiind  iraprovmenls  of  sued  pi 
ciplea  nrnl  art*,  in  »])po>ilioii  to  any  the  leuat  failure  or  dcfi 
In  the  former  re»iiect,  it  nieafluros  the  very  easenee  of  this 
righteousiiusii,  and  enjoins  what  concerns  the  bcin^  of  the  ri^l- 
eous  man  as  such.  In  the  latter,  it  roeasuies  all  the  super^ad- 
ded  degrees  of  this  riehieousnesa  (which  relations,  where  they 
have  a  mutable  foundation,  admit,)  eiijoininj;  W'hat  concerns  the 
perfection  of  the  rii(hlrous  man.  In  tho  I'ormor  respect,  rif^il- 
eoiuncsH  is  opposed  to  wickednciM,  as  in  that  of  tho  I'snlnual, 
I  have  kept  the  ways  of  the  Lord,  and  have  not  wickedly  depart- 
ed from  my  (iod — therefore  hath  the  Lord  recompeiiMMl  me  aa- 
oordJng  to  my  richteotisneM.  (l*s.  18.  SI.  24.)  In  the  latter  to 
ain,  with  which  the  apostle  makes  unri)thleou!in(»8  eo-ext«nt,  in 
llieae  words,  If  we  say  wo  have  no  sin,  we  deceive  ourse)Te*,8tc. 
If  we  confess  our  sins,  he  is  faithful  and  just  to  for^ire  us  our 
sins,  and  to  cleanse  us  fix>in  all  unrightoousness.  Accordingly 
are  its  sanctions  divers.  For  wherein  it  enjoins  the  former  of 
theso,  the  essence  of  this  righteousness,  tn  opposision  to  a  total 
absence  thereof,  it  is  conflitutivc  of  the  terms  of  salvation,  aitd 
ubli^^th  under  tlie  penalty  of  vterntil  death.  So  are  faith,  re- 
peulanee,  love,  sulijection,  &c.  required  :  If  ye  huhovc  not 
that  I  nm  he,  ye  shall  die  in  your  sins,  He  that  hi-lievelh  not,  is 
condemned  alre:iily. — The  wralh  of  God  abideth  on  him.  (Job. 
8.  S4.  Chap.  3.  I»,  SG.)— If  ye  repent  not,  ye  shiiU  all  likewise 
perish.  Repent,  that  your  ains  may  be  blotted  out. — flim  hatb 
flod  exalted  to  be  a  f'rince  and  a  Saviour  to  ictve  rofientance  and 
Fprnission  of  sins.  (Luke  13.  3,  5.  Act.  3.  I!),  o.  5.  31.)  If  any 
nan  love  not  the  i^rd  Jesus  Christ,  lot  him  be  anathema  toxna- 
atha.  (I  Cor.  ItJ.  33.)  He  that  lovoth  father  or  mother  more 
than  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me,  &c.  (Matt.  10.  27.)  If  any 
roan  cnine  to  me,  and  hate  not  his  father  and  mother,  and  ivile 
and  children,  and  brethren  and  sislcni,  ycu,  and  his  own  life  also, 
(that  is,  as  the  former  scripture  expounds  this,  loves  them  not 
less  than  me,)  he  cannot  be  my  disciptu  (Luke  14.  26.)  that  is 
wbilo  he  remains  in  lliiU  tcmpci  of  mind  he  now  is  of,  ho  UMM 
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■«cta  b«  wholly  unrebletl   unto  in«,   and  unc-ii|)able  of  l>cn«rit 

aw,  w  wril  as  he   is  indociMe,  aiul  not   suiiceplible  of  my 

jnMrucliuits,  ii«itht!r   pjpnlik'  of  the  prcci-)<li>  or  priv- 

■  belonging;  lo  (lisi-i|ilt!»hif).     He  in  the   author   of    crtcmBl 

Fklvation  lo  all  iht-m  thiti  <>)i<-v  him,  and  will  conir  in  flnniiii^  lire 

IId  lakr  vcnf^niiro  of  ihoM'  (hat  know  no)  litni,  ami  oht^y  not  his 

[ihMprl ;  who  ahall  b«  imnisheil  witheverhmtinxdeiMmclion  from 

Ihe  priMwnci!  of  the  Lord,  &c.     Heb.  5.  9.  ii  Th«<i.   1 .  8,  9.  Stc. 

Wbere  it  is  onlif  the  sincerit}'  of  Ihoae  set-eral  re^iuisttcs,  lh»t  is 

■ncler  ao  severe  penalty  exacted  and  called  for;  itiSMnorh  as  he 

that  is  aineerely  a  believer,  a  {H-nilenI,  a  lover  ol  <jod  or  ('hrim, 

■n  obeilieiil  BubjccI,  is  not  rapnble  of  the  ronirary  denomination, 

atM)  therefore  not  liable,  nccordin^  to  (he  Icnor  of  thisUw,  to  be 

puatslied  as  an  infidel,  an  impenitent  p«rM>n,  an  enemy,  a  rebel. 

>\1ien  it  enjoins  the  latter,  namely  nil  thv  suhseqiiont  duly, 
Ihroueh  th«  whule  course  whereof  ihe  alrc^idy  sincere  soul  must 
lending  lowanb  pfrfeetion  ;  though  it  hind  not  tlRieio  tinder 
lin  ol'  datnnnlioii,  fiirlber  than  an  fiurh  nefctert!<  and  niifcarrin- 
K,  may  he  »>  {:ro&s  and  eontinucd,  as  not  to  t^oiisiNt  u  ith  siiireri- 
:  yet  Mich  injunctions  are  not  wholly  without  penalty  ;  hu( 
jl  obliges,  under  less  penalties,  the  ntdinc  of  God's  face  and 
er  paternal  severilies  and  caAiigations.  They  that  thus  only 
are  chaiiiened  of  the  Lord,  that  they  may  not  be  con- 
lued  with  the  world.  I  Cor.  1 1.  52.  Their  iniquity  is  vis- 
witl)  itie  tod,  and  Ihci'r  transjrrcssion  with  stripes,  though 
finp- kindness  he  not  taken  away.  Ps.  iiO.  32,  33.  Ye4i,  and 
(bile  they  arc  sliotl  of  perfect  holiness,  their  blessedness  \»  im- 
erfeci  aMO ;  which  ia  to  h«  acknoMledfced  a  very  grievous  pen- 
J(y,  hut  uneoncetvahly  sfaotl  of  what  befalls  thr-m  that  are  sim- 
^tv  unii^-htemis.  That  it  obliges  thus  diversly,  is  evident ;  for 
lilt  adjiiilfjp  unto  eternal  death  without  remedy,  for  the 
iict ;  fur  then  what  other  law  should  relii-ve  aitainst  (he 
[■^ntenee  of  this?  or  wherein  were  this  a  revealing  law*  Vet 
I  it  renuire  perfection,  that  we  perfect  holiness  in  the  fear  of 
-  C.  Cor.  7.  I .  that  we  be  perfect  as  our  Father  in  heaven  ia 
Mat.  5.  4H.  And  otherwise,  did  it  bind  to  no  other 
Hhaa  what  it  makes  simply  necessary  to  salvnlion  ;  the  defects 
miticnrringwi  that  coitsist  with  sincerity,  were  no  sins,  not 
■inj^  provided  a|;.iin>t  by  any  law  (bat  is  of  present  ohlication 
[unless  wc  will  have  the  law  of  nature  lo  stand  by  itself  as  a 
ttftttiort  liiw,  both  from  that  of  works,  and  of  grace;  which  is 
III  necessary ;  but  as  it  did  at  first  belong  to  (he  former,  so  it 
DOW  (o  the  latter,  as  shall  further  he  shown  by  and  by.) 
For  to  suppose  Ihe  law  of  works  in  its  own  proper  form  and  tenor, 
I  sltll  obliging,  is  to  suppose  all  under  hopeless  condcmnalino} 
kuch  as  all  bare  sinneo.  And  henidco,  it  slinnid  uMi);e  to  cast 
uff  all  regard  (o  Christ,  and  to  seek  lilcsx-dness  without  bim  ;yca, 
ad  it  should  oblige  to  a  natural  ini|H>ssibility,  (o  a  contradiction, 
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to  mnko  tlinl  not  to  have  been,  whicli  hath  been ;  a  pinner  to  i 
hit|>|iin«.'wb}' never  haringsiimci].  It  cannot  therefore  entiret 
it  i(a  own  forni,  as  it  was  at  first  made  and  laid  upon  man,  be 
present  and  continuing  obh'galion  to  him.  But  in  what 
aud  respect  it  itt  or  is  not ;  comvti  now  moru  distinctly  to 
shown,  llcrt  know,  ihobw  of  niilnrc,  with  fit  uddittonalti,  I 
came  one  fonn<.il  conNtidition  ;  which  Uvin)^  violated  hjr  the  i 
lacy,  bcn-imi-  iimi-.efui  to  the  end  it  was  made  for,  the  eoata 
ing  of  inan  within  the  bounds  of  such  duty  as  should  be 
juiict  with  bis  blessedness.  Therefoie  was  the  new  constitulid 
of  the  law  of  grace  made  and  settled,  which  alters,  adds  to,  takes 
from  it,  rel-ixes,  or  re-enforces  il,  according  as  the  matter  of  it, 
ihe  exigency  of  man's  case,  and  God's  t;rflcious  puq>ose  and  dt.- 
sign  could  admit,  and  did  require.  For  the  promise  (  implied  i^H 
the  threatening)  it  ceased  ;  sin  b.tving  <li!obliged  the  promise^H 
For  the  precept  the  expreased  positirc  pari  i»  plainly  abrogate, 
1  Tim.  4.  For  the  natural  part :  as  tt  was  not  ncccMary,  bo  nor 
was  it  possible  il  slioiild  be  so  ;  its  foundations  being  more  stable 
titan  heaven  and  earth.  For  the  comntinalian,  wo  muft  uil* 
derstaitd  two  things  in  it :  first,  that  for  every  trans);reanon,  k 
pro|>ort  ion  able  puniiihment  must  become  dtie:  sci^ondty,  that  II" 
debt  be  in  tlie  event  exacted  :  or,  that  Uod  do  actudly  iiitlicti 
deserved  penalty  enlively  and  fully  upon  the  olfending  penwD.I 
The  former  of  these  is  in  the  strictest  and  most  proper  ser 
nalurnl,  and  therefore  also  unaltcmble.  This  duoness  arising  im- 
racdialc'lv  from  tbe  relation  of  a  rensonable  crcatiite  offending, 
to  his  M.iitfir.  Whcncv  al»o  Jl  is  discerniltlc  to  mere  natural 
light,  ^'agnns  are  said  ( Rom.  1 .  32. )  to  have  known  the  right- 
eous judgment  of  tied,  that  they  who  commit  such  thinga  (as 
are  there  mentione<l)  are  worlliy  of  death.  And  hence  was  the 
mention  and  dread  of  a  Nemesis,  and  an  (tinm  «|j^  a  vmilicHiv 
Dmty,  and  a  retfengr/ttl  fife  over  them  so  I'requenI  with  lliem. 
**  If  therefore  (as  the  learned  Grotius  speaks)  there  bad  never 
been  a  penal  law  ;  yet  a  human  nrl,  having  in  itself  a  pravitjr, 
whether  intrinsical,  from  the  immutahk  nature  of  the  thing ;  or 
eVen  extrinsical,  from  the  contrary  command  of  God,  had  de- 
served pnnishmcnt,  and  that  very  grievous."  Now  what  an  «r- 
bitrar}- constitution  did  not  create,  it  could  not  nullify;  hut  mirtt 
add  strength,  and  give  a  confumatinn  to  it.  But  now  for  tlie 
latter,  that  this  debt  be  entirely  and  fully  exacted  of  the  sinner 
himself;  though  that  be  also  natural,  yet  not  in  the  strictest  and 
most  proper  sense.  That  is,  it  is  convenient  and  agreeable  to 
the  nature  of  the  thing  ;  not  what  it  doth  so  necessarily  require, 
that  it  can  upon  no  terms  bo  dispensed  with.  It  is  so  natural,  as 
that  the  son  inherit  from  lii»  father,  which  yet  may,  sometimes, 
for  just  causes  Ik-  ordinal  otlicrwiw.  It  is  what,  if  it  were  dune, 
justice  could  nol  but  approve :  not  what  il  doth  strictly  and  in- 
diqwnsably  requite  i  or,  is  a  debt  which  it  might  exact,  but  wl 
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tniay,  wilhoQt  injuMic«,  upon  rnluablc  co»tiii]fr.itions  bo  remittod. 

'Vhe tormer  o(  thv.se,  thoiefurCilliv  nvw  coii«(ilulion  doUi  no  way 

infringe  or  weal(«ii,  but  cpnrinii  mid  reinforce.    The  latter  it  so  far 

lidipMiaes  mi)i,  iia  thai,  for  the  aatisJaclioii  mads  by  (he  Redeemer, 

I'  tM  6vhi  incurred  hy  sin,  be  remitted  to  the  sinner  that  Iriil}'  repents 

'-aiwl   bvlicvt's,  and  coolinucti  eiDccrelf  (though  imperlectl})    to 

Itber  foi  the  future.     So  that  his  arier-deUntjUcncioa,  coi}iuatiiig 

with  Mudi  nini-erily,  do  not  actiiflUy,  or  in  went,  subject  him  to 

other  fM'DaUiei,  than  the  |Mtcma]  rebukes  luid  chutcninga  be- 

r&ire-Bientioned.     Hut  this  luttcr  part,  considerable  in  the  com* 

aalion,  the  deletiuiiiation  of  the  full  penally,  lo  the  very  per* 

•on  of  the    transgressor,  it  doth   not  dispense   with  lo  others 

( that  15  of  the  adull,^nd  of  persons  in  a  present  natural  pi>ssibili- 

I  iljr  of  uoderalandinK  the  Law-giver's  pleasure  herein )  than  such 

beforo  dcMribed  ;  hut  says  expressly,  he  that  bclicvetb  not  tha 

Son,  thall  not  see  life,  but  the  wrath  of  God  abidcth  on  him : 

(Joh.3.  36.)     That  indi^tation  and  wrath,  tribulation  and  an* 

Kuii>h,BliaU  be  umn  every  soul  of  irun  that  doth  evil. — Kom.  3. 

8.  9. 

Therefore  the  morally  preceptive  part  of  the  law  of  works,  is 

IMI  in  foree  sa  man's  rule  of  duly,  eonsidered  in  conjunction  with 

the  promise  ;  that  is,  H  doth  not  now  say  to  any  man,  "  Do  this, 

that  is,  perfectly  obey  without  ever  having  sinned,  that  thou 

mai^at  'rm."     Both  which  he  was  obliged  to  eye  conjunctly  ;  the 

tatmer,  as  coiilaiiiing  the  ruh ;  the  olucr  the  end,  in  part,  of  his 

obadicnce:  hut  it  i»  iii  force  even  by  the  new  constitution  ilsdf 

i«  Cod'a  rule  of  judgment,  cuii»idcrcd  in  conjunction  with  the 

ItiimiiiiiUiiiii.  upon  all  whom  ihe  law  of  j^ace  relieves  not,  as  not 

somfng  up  to  the  terms  of  it ;  whom  also  this  supervening  law 

brinj|!s  uudor  a  supervening  aggravated  condemnation.     For  where 

Ikn  oblication  lo  obedience  is  riolaled,  the  obligation  to  punish- 

Bsnl   naliirnlly  takes  plnc«.     We  see  then  how  far  the  law  of 

"'  in  force,  il  it  lobe  looked  on  as  taken  into  the  newcon- 

.  irf  tlte  law  »(  grace,  i*  evident.     For  it  i^  new  iiiodJli- 

m4,  and  halh  received  a  new  mould  and  stamp  by  thi.t  law  :  which 

ca  nuw  become  (so  far  as  it  is  promulgate)  the  slandint;  nile  of 

■orerDmenl  over  the  lapsed  world.     The  principal  modifying  act 

MTciu,  IS  ditpcnsalion.     Now  this,  it  is  true,  may  be  so  under- 

Mood,  or  may  be  taken  in  such  a  sense,  as  wherein  it  will  only 

betuDg  to  the  executive  part  of  govemmenl :  that  is,  when  it  is 

iMl  the  act  of  the  same  power  llinl  made  the  law ;  as  where  only 

llieMMciilioii  of  n  deserved  pen.ilty  is  dispensed  with,  which  may 

^^e  dooti,  in  some  cases,  by  a  Judge  that  is  only  a  minister  of  the 

^Mw,  and  not  the  maker  of  it ;  being  (as  may  be  supfMsed)  ena- 

Hhod  tbvrcio  by  that  law  ilscif  or  by  an  authority  annexed  to  his 

f>afte«  ;  or  by  virtue  of  inslructionti,  whidi  leave  to  him  some  lat- 

itubo  of  maiutging  the  affiurs  of  his  judicature  in  a  discretionary 

\^Jf»Jt  **  prosont  ocrAabiis  shall  dictate.     .\ud  yet  by  noo«  of 
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llicse  would  any  chntii^R  bo  niiuln  in  Ihc  law ;  bul  ihiH  is  ilispen- 
Mlion  i»  a  li^st»  pro|ii-r  m'iiar.     In  Iho  |in>pcr  aiid  more   fiinious 
ttenw,  dispeii.salioii  bi-lorip  la  (he  IcjiiBlative  part  of  ^TCimuent,, 
being  (be  acl  of  ihe  saiiK!  power  tbat  made  the  former  law,  doi 
dispensed  nilh  ;  and  nn  ac(of  Ihe  same  kind,  namely,  le^slationj 
(lie  makinjc;  ul'  a  new  Ian*  iIiaI  aUvrs  (be  I'ornicr  wbich  it  bnlli 
la(ion  to  ;  whence  it  w  ii.t  wont  to  be  rerkoned  aruoiii^t  h»«v  ihinf 
iImI  makv  «  eliani^o  in  a  taw.     Anil  ao  ihe  ru.t£  in  here.     (  Fid 
Suitrez  de  Legilitu.)     The  foimer  law  isdiDpiiiHed  »i(h  by  ll 
Making  of  a  new  one  ;  which  so  alieis  and  changes  it  in  ils  mat 
ter  and  frame,  and  more  immediate  end,  se  hath  been  shewn : 
a  changed  law  is  not  llic  same. 

Nor  is  it  at  all  strange,  that  the  minatory  |urt  of  the  law  > 
works  related  to  the  preceptive  so  ns  with  it  to   eonstttnte  the' 
debt   of  pnninhment,  should  be   new  within  the  coin|>asii  of  Ihe 
Itcdt'eiuvr's  law.     For  by  (htti  applied,  and  urged  on  the  L-on- 
M!tcnG<.-«  oi  sinners,  he  peiforms  a  necessary  pi-cparalory  part  of 
his  work  for  their  recovery, namely,  (he  aw^cning,  the  humbline 
them  ;  and  reducing  them  to  a  ju»-t  and  useful  despair  of  relief 
and  help,  otherwise  than  by  his  mcrriftd  hand   and   vouchsafe- 
ment ;  and  the  lendvnn^  them  hereby  capable  of  his  following 
apj)licaliont<.     ('utliiig  or  lnncin)c,  with  other  such  severitic;*,  are 
u  pro|>er  and  uNcrul  a  part  of  the  ehirurgeon's  businesA,  a?  the 
applyinf;  of  healiu;;  medicines  :  nor  have  Ihej  the  same  design^ , 
and  end  for  which  wounds  aic  inlticted  by  an  enemy,  the  lakio^fl 
away  of  life,  but  the  saving  of  it.     And  the  matter  is  out  of  doubt'   " 
that  the  most  riKuioiis  determin.ition  of  the  penalty  that  shall  bo 
itndcrsto<Ml  duly  bolon^in)^  to  the  least  sin,  hath  a  plarc,  an^H 
doth  Mund  visibly  extant  to  view  in  the  publicly  avowed  di'rlai^l 
ation,  and  anioii^  the  placita  or  decretals  of  the  Itedeemer.    We 
tliere  read,  that  whosoever  shall  say  to  bis  brother,  fool,  shall  be 
indangerof  hcll-liro:  (Mai.  5.  3ii.)  (yea,  and  the  lower  degrees 
of  Ihe  same  kind  of  sin,  do  expose  to  lower  degrees  of  the  same 
kind  of  puiiiNbineiit,ad  our  Saviour's  words  must  be  understood 
if  we  attend  the   [dain  meaning  of  his  allusive  and  borrowc 
phnse  of.ipeech:)     That  the  w.t^cs  of  sin  is  death:  Horn. 
23.     That  as  many  as  are  of  the  works  of  the  law,  are  under 
the  cuj'sc  :  for  it  is  written,  Cursed  is  every  one  that  continuctlt. 
not  in  all  things  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them.  Gi 
3.  10.  ii.    And  we  arc  told,  that  the  Scripture  (which  is  the" 
word  of  Christ,  ami  was  wrillen  not  for  innocent,  hut  lapsed 
man)  halh  concluded  nil  under  sin.     Where  also  we  find  what  is 
the  Iruc  intent   and  end  of  this  rough  and  sharp  dealing  with 
men,  the  nhutting  them  up,  like  sentenced  malefactors,  as  in  or- 
der to  execution  (which  seems  to  be    the  import  of  the  word 
tfuviiXfiSiv  here  used }  namely,  that  (he  promise  by  faitli  of  Jesut 
Chiisl  might  be  given  to  them  ibal  believe  (oi  (o  them  believ- 
ing, as  the  words  m.iy  be  read. )     And  moreover  the  Spirit,  which 
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hrcatli44  nnt  In  llto  Uw  of  works,  asbueh,  but  In  the  law  of 
ICnuMr,  pfHunus  thul  D|»c/iitioii  wIiil-I)  iH^longs  U»  il,  ns  it  hath  iba 
mmoo  u(  the  spirit  ul'  huiidaf^-,  bjr  sppljing  and  bJJiUing  un  thtt 
MBtooed  of  (Iciilh,  us  due  (o  tliv  Riiiliy  pvrsoti. 

Tlioroforc  wc  munt  umlcmlaiMi  llir  Ruijccmct's  C'onsliliilion  (0 
bavB  two  p»rts.     Kirxl,  An  usitCTtioii  .-iiid  «^HUhli>liiiK-n(  of  the 
aoeient  deli^niiitieil  penallv  due  for  vverj'  trans^rcHMoit ;  and  to 
Im  enrlaiiilj  iiitliclcd  on  all  such  as  accept  not  thu  Jotlowing  olFcr 
of  mercy  upon  the  tenns  prt-scribcd.     Whcnrby  the  honor  and 
juMico  of  IJiG   Creator  in  tavvd  and  vindicated,  in  refeKnce  to 
Ibv  first  rovi.*nant  mndc  wilh  innn.     i\xu\  (he  cjisv  of  the  sinner  is 
plainly  nliilcd  bvfuru  him,  lli^it  he  may  liavi;  A  diiilinct  nnd  ri;;bt 
appr('h('n>iiiti  of  il.     S<;ri>Mi)ly,  Tlio  grant  of  piirilon  And  trti'iiKtl 
liiCn  to  those  that  rvi>cnl  uiifeigiiedly  of  their  sins,  and  tuni  to 
Uwl ;  Iwlieviug  in  the  >fe(ltalor,  and  resi};nin|;  ihcmHelvcH  lu  his 
fUncK  and  ^ovcnnenty  to  be  by  him  conducled,  and  made  accept- 
able to  God  in  tlieir  rclurn,  and  that  continue  Mticcre  Itorcin  to 
tka  efld.     WhtToby  the  wonderful  mvrcy  of  Gwl  in  (^hrUt  is 
denoailrali-d,  and  iho  remedy  is  pi-ovidcd  and  asccrlainiril  lo  the, 
fldierwiae,  lout  and  hi>{iele.'<4  sJniKT.     And  these  two  parts  there- 
fore arc  to  be  looked  on  in   tbb    constitution,  lhou|:h  distinct* 
ly,  yet  not  separately.'    The  sinner  is,  at  once  to  consider  tlio 
I  aomc   penally  as  naturally,  and  by  divine  sanction,  due  to  him  ; 
Init  now  i;raeiousIy  to  be  remitted  ;  the  same  blci^sedncss  as  just- 
ly lufll,  but  mcTcilully  to  be  restored,  with  a  hi);h  improvcnicnl. 
.  And  Ici  own  both  Ibese  jointly,  us  the  voice  of  the  Itrdecnier  in 
|hi*  K'^HiN'l.      Death   iii  due  to  the*-;   blessedncw   forfeited  by  Uiy 
harini;   tinned  :   but  if  Ihoii  hincerely  repent,  believe   and  obey 
lur  tlic  future,  Itiou  arl  jiarduned,  and  entitled  to  cverlastin;;  life. 
It  tJtcrplbre  now  appears,  that  as  the  law  or  dictates  of  pure 
[■alore,  comprehended  together  with  otbci  (it  ndditionals,  became 
Il  flnt  one  entire  conslitulion  aptly  united  lo  the  Kovemmvnt  of 
I  nan  in  hitt  iiinot-eni  ittatc,  unio  which  llie  title  did  well  n^rte  of 
I  lite    law   or  coven.-int  of  works:  so   the   (uine   nalural   dirlalcs, 
trariM'ribed   and  made  express  (because  now  Hullicd,  and  not  »o 
ih'pble  in  lite corrujrtcd  nature  of  man)  do,  wilh  such  allays  and 
I  kdililions  an  the  cjutc  re(juired,  compose  and  make  up  the  eonsti- 
lluti'in   which  bears   the  lille  of  the  law  or  covenant  of  grace, 
|«ir  the  law  of  faith,  or  the  cospel  of  Cbi-isI,  and  is  only   suit- 
'  able    to   the   stale   of  in»n    lapsed  and    fallen ;  as   ihc    measure 
ruf  thai  ri;;htcousncss  which  lie  is  now  la  aim  al,   and  aspire 
into.     The  nde  of  this  rif;hlcoHsn<?.'W  therefore  lieing  evidently 
Uw  of  faith,  iho  gosjiel-rcvelation,  wherein  it  is  preceptive 
duty  :  thin  righteousness  iran  be  un<lerstood  to  l>e  nothing  but 
e  iniprcHS  of  the  gospel  upon  a  man's  heart  and  life  :  a  confor- 
Imily  ill  spirit  and  pnclice  to  the  revelation  of  the  will  of  God 
icsus  ('hrist ;  a  coUeetiou  of  praees  exertinj;  themselves  in 
utobta  actions  and  dc|M>rtniciilA  towards  God  and  uiao ;  Christ 
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f«nne<)  in  the  soul,  or  put  on ;  the  new  creature  in  H»  Win);  and 
operations  ;  the  truth  Icamvit  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  to  the  putlin);  off 
the  old  man,  and  (Itc  putting  on  llie  new.  More  dislinctlj-,  we 
tD»y  jct  see  wherein  tt  lies,  upon  *  premised  riew  of  some  (aw 
tilings  necessary  to  be  fore-known  in  order  thereunto.  As, 
lliat  this  righteousness  is  a  renewing  rightt-ousncGs,  or  the  right- 
eousness of  one  forracHjr  a  sinni-r,  a  lapsed  |>crishin^  nrutch, 
who  is  by  il  restored  into  such  a  kUIi;  towards  (tod,  as  he  u  as  in 
before  that  Inpsc  (in  respect  of  certain  great  essentials,  llmUKh 
M  yet  his  slate  be  not  so  perfectly  good,  while  he  is  in  bis  ten* 
denej  and  motion  ;  aitd  shall,  by  certain  addiliouals,  be  unspeak- 
ably better,  when  he  hath  attained  the  end  and  re»t  he  ia  temt-^H 
ing'to.)  9 

That  a  reasonable  creature,  yet  unt:«iiitcd  with  sin,  could  not 
have  a  temper  of  mind  suitable  to  sueh  apprehensions  as  ihcse, 
namely,  That  as  it  was  not  the  author  of  being  to  jtMlf,  so  tt 
ought  not  principally  to  study  the  pleasing  and  serving  of  itself, 
but  him  who  gare  it  being ;  that  it  can  no  more  continue  and 
perfect  itself  unto  blessedness,  than  it  could  create  itself;  and 
can  therefore  have  no  expcclalinn  hereof,  but  from  the  sane 
author  of  its  being;  and  henro,  that  it  must  respect  and  eye  ihc 
great  God,  its  Creator  and  M.ikcr  :  as.  The  sovereign  authority 
whom  it  was  to  fear  and  obey,  and  the  sovereign  good  whom  it 
was  (o  love  and  enjoy.  But  because  it  cm  perform  iiu  duty  to 
him,  without  knowing  what  he  will  have  it  to  do  :  nor  have  any 
particular  expectation  of  favors  from  him,  without  knowing  what 
ne  will  please  to  bestow  ;  and  is  therefore  obliged  to  attend  to 
the  revclalioiis  of  his  nill  concerning  both  these  :  il  is  therefore 
necessary,  lh.it  he  eye  him  under  a  notion  introductivc  and  auU- 
ftervicnt  to  all  the  operations  that  are  to  be  exerted  lowanls  him, 
under  Ihc  two  former  notions ;  that  is,  as  the  etfrnal  luver-faU- 
ing  Irtiih,  safely  to  be  depended  on,  as  intending  nothing  of 
deceit  in  any  the  revelations,  whether  of  his  righteous  will,  con- 
cerning matter  of  duty  to  he  done  ;  or  of  his  good  will  concern- 
ing matter  of  benclit  to  be  expected  and  enjoyed  : — That  man 
did  n[>oslatizc  and  revolt  from  God,  as  considered  under  ihese. 
sereral  notions  ;  and  returns  to  him,  wlien  a  holy  rectitude  is 
recovered,  and  he  again  becomes  righteous,  considered  under  ihor 
same :  That  it  was  not  agreeable  to  God's  wisdom,  truth,  and  lo^ 
gal  justice,  to  (real  with  mnn  a  .tinner  in  order  to  his  reeov(Ty,J 
but  through  a  mediator ;  and  that  therefore  he  wits  pkased  ii 
wonderful  nieicy  to  constitute  and  appoint  his  ownSonJesu 
Christ,  God-man,  unto  that  office  and  undertaking  ;  that  throus 
him,  man  might  return  and  be  reconciled  to  himself,  whom  i 
causelessly  foisook;  designing  that  he  shall  now  become  so  af-' 
fected  towards  himself,  through  the  mediator  ;  and  firstly  there^ 
fore  towards  the  mediator's  own  person,  as  he  was  iieforo,  utAi 
ouglit  to  have  been  towards  himself  immediately. 


THC  meBTSoua. 


SO 


hmfbro,  wli«reis  Cot!  wiw  consiiitT-iMe  in  r*rla(inn  lo  insn, 
hi  hffl  iiutocoMy  and  ii{i(istu(?jr ,  uiider  llial  foro-inonti'ini'.tl 
Itrofuld  notion  of  llie  supreme  aiithuril}'  and  gooflnetix;  lie  halh 
tct    irp  iiid  exalted  our  Loix)  Jesus  Christ,  and  ri-prescnt- 
litni  tosJiinerii  under  an  answerable  two-fold  notion  of  a  Prince 
a  Sariour.     That  is  a  medtalinc  Prince  and  Sariour  lo  give 
»Dt«t«e  first ;  to  bow  and  sloop  tne  hearts  of  sinners,  and  rc- 
Ihcm  to  a  subject  posture  af^ain,  and    then  liy  reniis^inn  of 
to  restore  tliem  to  favor,  and  save  tlirm  from  the  wrath  to 
^bnc.     Mini  hath  tbc  Father  rliitb<!<l  with  hi^  own  uuthorily, 
^■d  filled  witb  hia  grace  ;  rcquirin);  sinners  to  submit  iheinsclrca 
Hhd«  rulinc  power,  and  commit  themselves  to  his  saving  mere; ; 
^Dw  both  ToflK^^d  in  this  his  Son :  to  pay  him  immediiifeli/  all 
bflOMue  and  obedience,  and  through  him  uUimtt/o/i/ to  himself; 
from  him  iminriiialrUi  lo  expect  solvation  and  blessedness,  and 
Utf^ufih  him  uUimatdy  from  hiniHetf.     That   whereas  the  spirits 
^mell  arc  not  to  be  wroujiht  to  this  temper,   but  by  the  inler- 
of  a  discovery  ami  revelation  of  the  divine  will  lo  this 
;  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  further  appointed  by  the  Fa- 
to  reveal  all  this  his  (ounitel  lo   sinners  :  and  is  eminently 
E«n  of  in  Scripture  upon  this  af^counl,  under  the  notion  of  tli<; 
I ;  in  which  capacity  he  more  effeclually  recormn<-nds  to  wn- 
both  his  authorili/  and  his  ferace.     So  ihat  his  threefold  (so 
celebrated)  otfice  of  Kina;,  I'riest,  and   Prophet,  (the  dis- 
parts of  his  general  ol&ce  as  mediator)  which  he  manager 
onler  to  the  reduccmenl  of  lost  siuiicn,  exactly  correspond 
^  yuu  consider  Iho  more  eminent   acts  and  properties  of  each 
t)  In  that  thruefold  notion  umU-r  which  the  spiiit  of  rosn 
t|  always  Iwve  eyed  and  l>«en  acted  towards  God,  had  he  ne- 
fiillt-n  ;  and  hence  thin  lighteousness,  which  consists  in  con- 
aily  til  the  goiipel,  ia  the  former  righteonsjiess,  which  was 
. ;  with  such  an  accession  as  is  necessary,  upon  consideration 

it  was  lost,  and  was  only  lo  be  recovered  by  a  mediator, 
rberefbre  you  may  now  take  this  short,  and  as  compendious  an 
>unt  as  I  can  give  of  it,  in  wh^t  follows.  It  includes  so  lirm 
undcu^nding  an  Hssenl  to  the  truth  of  the  whole  goxpel  re- 
itton,  as  that  the  soul  i.*  thereby  brought,  through  the  {wwer 
Holy  Ghost,  sensibly  to  apprehend  its  former  disobc- 
ucc  to  God,  and  distance  from  liim,  the  reasonableness  of  sub- 
to  him,  and  desirableness  of  blessedness  in  him  ;  the  ne- 
ity  of  a  Redeemer  to  reconcile  and  recover  it  to  God;  the 
ipltshmeDts  and  designation  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Chiist  to 
■I  purpose:  and  hence,  a  penitent  and  complacential  return  to 
God,  as  the  Btq>rcme  authority,  and  sovrcign  Good,  a  bumblo 
(ltd  joyful  acceptniico  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  its  Prince  and 
Saviour,  with  submission  to  his  authority,  and  reliance  on  bis 
mee(ib«  exercise  of  both  which  are  founded  in  his  blood,) 
MUng  and  pitching  upon  him,  as  the  only  medium,  through 
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wliicli  ho  and  hisduli^g  can  ploMt!  God,  or  <tocl  and  his  mere 
ap|iroRch  liim  ;  ntul  Ihroiifth  which  lie  halli  ihc  cniifi<leti<tR  to  vun- 
lure  upon  a  rovcnniit-accfijtnnCG  <>l'  (iod,  ni>d  aurrcnder  of  liim- 
Si'lf  lu  liim,  ar(rrw»rd>  purMicil  (o  his  iiltcnnost,  bv  a  rontinuttd 
cuiim.'  of  living  in  his  fear  mid  low,  in  obedience  to  him,  and 
coninniiiiun  with  liini  tliruui-h  the  Alt^diiUor,  nlwuvM,  while  he  is 
{lassin^  the  liiac  of  liia  ptlgriinii};e  in  this  world,  f;rouning  under 
n'liiainiitg  sin,  and  ()rc8Mii;;  after  jierrvct  Iwlinevi ;  with  an  cur- 
ii(!sl  expecration  (aniinatii)g  him  to  a  potii^ivfriiijc  (Mlii-nee 
ihi'oUj^li  III)  (iiilinillics)  of  a  blessed  eterniry  in  the  ulhor  world. 
Tliat  §uch  a  coorDrniitj  to  the  g;n£|>el  should  lie  e\presM><I  bj  (Im 
name  of  ri^hlenusiii-Hit,  cannot  seem  strange  lo  such  as  acquwat 
tbeiiiMtlvca  with  ihv  lan^uaKO  of  the  Scripture.  Tbat  eracioui 
frame  which  the  Kn!i|>ol  ( made  (tircctnal )  imprcMes  upon  iTie  soul, 
is  thi'  kti)j;d<Mii  of  Cod,  in  the  passive  notion  of  it,  his  kiug<loRi 
rcccivcil,  and  now  aotoallj  come  with  power  U]>on  our  spirits. 
Atxt  this  kin^om  (sometimes  also  hy  an  apt  sjnccdocho  culled 
judgment  in  the  same  notion  ]  is  said  to  coiiKtst  in  i-i|;litghieous- 
ncsB  ;  whence  ihcn  result  also,  peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost. 
ICom.  1-t.  17.  The  same  holy  improsstons  am)  consequent  o|>c- 
rations  are  meiiliuncd  hy  (hi;  apostle  under  the  nnino  of  fruits  of 
ri);hteousness,  whcrcu  ilh  he  prays  his  Philippions  might  be  fil- 
led. (I*liil.  1.  11.)  It  wa<t  RIymas's  optHisition  to  the  gospel, 
tliat  sli)(mati>!ird  him  with  Ihnt  braivd,  "Thou  enemy  of  all  right- 
eouiincM."  To  yield  ourselves  M^rvants  to  rif^hleiiiisiiCM,  in  oj>- 
poBttion  to  a  former  ser>ilude  to  sin,  is  obeying  from-lhe  boart 
the  doctrine  of  the  ;;ospcl,  into  the  type  or  mould  whereof  we 
liavo  been  cast  or  delivered.  Rom.  6.  17.  And  sure,  Iwlb  tlin 
seal  and  the  impre»ion,  Uod's  revelation,  and  holiness  ( however 
now  more  explicit  and  diMinctly  conspicuous  in  dll  their  parts) 
are  the  siinc,  with  u.t  .luhstanlially,  and  in  David's  time;  woenee 
we  need  make  no  dilhrully  to  own  thi»  latter,  when  wc  ra««t 
uith  it,  as  here,  under  the  aame  name.  By  what  haih  hitherto 
been  said,  it  may  be  ali'catly  seen  in  part,  how  exactly  (his  rif;ht- 
eousness  coiresponds  to  the  blcsscilness  for  which  it  qualities ; 
whereof  we  shall  have  occasion  hereafter  to  take  further  notice. 
In  the  mean  lime,  it  will  be  requisite  to  shew  which  was  promis- 
ed to  be  done  in  l)ie  next  place. 

Stcoiully.     How  it  qualifies.    To  which  I  say  (Tery  briefly) 
thai  it  qualifies  for  this  MossedncN*  two  ways : 

I .  Legally,  or  in  gc»ere  Morally  ns  it  dcscnhes  the  person*, 
who  hy   the   gositel-jsrant   have,  alone,   title   thci^unto. — The 

rii(hteoui>  into  life  eternal,  ( Mat.  3&.  3(!.] The  unrighteous 

shall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  (iod.  (1.  Cor.  6.  0.)  ^ay  to 
the  righteous,  il  slidll  he  well  with  them.  (Isa.  3.  10.)  The 
li^iteousness  of  the  righteous  shall  be  upon  him. — In  his  right- 
eousness he  skill  live.  (Kzek.  18.  33.)  lo  which  last  words, 
Low  this  righlcousoeats  conducvlh  to  life,  is  expressed  by 
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same  proposition  as  in  the  text.  In  (his  kind  it  is  not  at  ali  cna- 
aal  of  this  blessedness,  but  it  is  that  which  the  free,  and  wise, 
tad  bolf  Law-giver  thought  meet,  hy  his  settled  conslitulion 
(besides  what  necessity  there  is  of  it  upon  another  account]  (o 
■ake  requisite  thereto.  The  conformity  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  to  that  severer  law,  under  which  he  is  said  to  have  been 
nude,  is  that  which  alone  causes,  merits,  purchases  this  blesscd- 
Deas;  which  yet  is  to  be  enjoyed,  not  by  all  indiscriminalim,  or 
without  distinction,  but  by  such  alone,  as  come  up  (o  the  terms 
of  the  goroel ;  as  he  did  fully  satisfy  the  strict  exactions  of  that 
other  r^d  law,  by  doing  and  sulfcring  for  their  sabes. 

X.  Naturally,  or  in  genere  Physico.  In  this  kind  it  may  be 
said  to  be  some  way  causal,  that  is,  to  be  causa  materials  diapo- 
mtiotL,  by  a  proper  positive  influence,  dispoeing  the  subject  unto 
this  blessedness,  which  that  it  shall,  yet,  enjoy,  is  wholly  to  be 
retolved  into  the  divine  good  pleasure,  but  it  is  put  by  this  holy 
rectitude  in  that  temper  and  posture  that  it  may  enjoy  it  through 
the  Lord's  gracious  vouchsafement ;  when  without  it,  it  were 
nataniUy  impossible  that  any  shonld.  An  unrighteous  impure 
soul,  is  ID  a  natural  indisposition  to  see  God,  or  be  blessed  in 
him.  That  depraved  temper  averts  it  from  him,  the  steady  bent 
td  its  will  is  set  another  way,  and  it  is  a  contradiction  that  any 
(in  jenau  composito)  should  be  happy  against  (heir  wills,  that  is 
whfle  that  aversion  of  will  yet  remains.  The  unrighteous  ban- 
ish tbeuselves  from  God,  they  shun  and  hate  his  presence. 
Light  and  darkness  cannot  have  communion.  The  sun  doth 
bat  shine,  continue  to  be  itself,  and  the  darkness  vanishes,  and  is 
fled  away.  When  God  hath  so  determined,  that  only  the  pure  in 
heart  shall  see  him  ;  that  without  holiness  none  shall ;  he  lays  no 
other  law  upon  holy  souls,  than  what  their  own  impure  natures 
lay  upon  themselves.  If  therefore  it  should  be  inquired,  Why 
nay  not  the  unrighteous  be  subjects  of  this  blessedness,  sec  God, 
and  be  satisfied  with  his  likeness,  as  well  as  (he .  righteous  ?  the 
auestioD  must  be  so  answered,  as  if  it  were  inquired,  Why  doth 
the  wood  admit  the  fire  to  pass  upon  it,  suffer  its  flames  to  in- 
sinuate themselves  till  they  have  introduced  its  proper  form,  and 
luraed  it  into  their  own  likeness :  but  we  sec  water  doth  not  so, 
but  violently  resists  its  first  approaches,  and  declines  all  com- 
merce with  it  }  The  natures  of  these  a^ec  not.  And  is  not 
Ihe  contrariety  here  as  great.  We  have  (hen  the  qualified  sub- 
jects of  this  blessedness,  and  are  next  to  consider  this  blessed- 
ness itself. 
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CHAPTER  in. 

I.  The  next  Uiing  pro^oaed  in  the  preceding  chapter  which  waa  SeoonJfy, 
to  show  the  Dature  of  this  bleBBedneBB,  which  ia  considered,  in  the  tbKe  io' 
rredieniB  [here  mentioned)  whereof  it  consists.  1.  ViaioD  of  God'a  ftce.  % 
AKUmllation  to  him.  3.  The  aatislaction  resulting  thence.  11.  Ttie&e  pro- 
pounded to  be  considered,  Pirtt  Abaolutely  and  ainalj  each  trr  itMlf.  &- 
rondly.  Relatively,  in  their  mutual  reapecls  to  each  Other,  lite  firK  of 
the»e,  Viaion  of  God'i  &ce,  discouraed  of.    1.  The  ObjecL    2.  The  Act. 

I.  Now  for  the  nature  of  this  blessedness,  or  the  inquiry 
wherein  it  lies,  bo  far  as  the  text  gives  us  any  account  of  it, 
we  are  here  invited  to  turn  our  thoughts  and  discourse  to  it. 
And  we  have  it  here  represented  to  us  m  all  the  particulars  that 
can  be  supposed  to  have  any  nearer  interest  in  the  business  of 
blessedness,  or  to  be  more  intimate  and  intrinsical  thereunto. 
For  ( the  beatific  object  supposed )  what  more  can  be  necessary  to 
actual,  complete,  formal  blessedness,  than  the  sight  of  it,  an 
adaption  or  assimilation  to  it,  ( which  is  nothing  else  but  its  being 
actually  communicated  and  imparted  to  the  soul,  its  being  united 
and  made  as  it  were  one  with  it)  and  the  comptacential  fruition 
the  soul  hath  of  it  so  communicated,  or  having  so  transformed  it 
into  itself.' 

And  these  three  are  manifestly  contained  In  the  text  (the  bea- 
tific object  being  involved  with  them )  the  first  in  the  former 
clause;  "  1  shall  behold  thy  face  ;"  the  second  and  third  in  the 
latter,  "  I  shall  be  satisfied  with  thy  likeness ;"  where,  being 
made  like  to  God  bath  been  discovered  to.be  supposed ;  and  the 
satisfaction,  the  pleasant  contentful  relishes  consequent  thereto, 
plainly  expressed.  We  shall  therefore  have  stated  the  entire  na- 
ture of  this  blesaedness  in  the  handling  of  these  three  things ; 
— vision  of  the  face  of  God : — participation  of  his  likeness,  and 
• — satisfaction  therein. 

II.  And  f  shall  choose  to  connder  them  absolutely,  and  Bin^y, 
each  by  itself,  and  relatively,  in  tbe  mutual  respects  (by  way  of 
influence  and  dependance)  they  may  be  found  to  have  towards 
each  other.     Therefore, 

Firsty  in  the  absolute  consideration  of  them  severally  we  be- 
gin with 

1.  The  vision  of  God's  face,  where — the  object ;  The  fi«:e  of 
God,  and, — the  act  of  seeing  and  beholding  it,  are  distinctly  to 
be  spoken  to. 
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(I.)  The  olijrct  »f  ihii  vision,  the  face  of  God  which  i» hit 
fitarj  rep«-»eiitc«l,  oirctcd  to  view.     And  (his  objected  or  «xhi*J 
bitcd  glory  is  twofold  : — scnaiWo,  such  as  shall  iocur  and  graliff  ] 
(aflvr  ihe  resurrection)  the  Iwdily  eyn,  and — intellectual,  or  in-  ' 

•  tettigible ;  that  s|>irilu]il  glor;   that  only  comes  uudcr  the  vievr  i 
nd  eon  tern  plat  ion  of  the  Klorified  iiiiiid. 
'  [I.]   As>cn»ible  glory  (to  )ie;cin  with  what  i.t  lower)  ttt  filly  in 

our  Way  to  he  taken  notice  of,  and  may  well  be  comprehended 
(as  its  leu  principal  inlendnieiit)  within  the  signifieancy  of  iha 

*npre>«ion ;  the  face  of  Uod.     So  indeed  It  dolh  evidently  signi- 
fy, t^xod.  33.  11.    .\nd  if  we  look  to  the  notation  of  the  word, 
-Mid   im   frequent  iiw  u  applied  to  God,  it  may  commodiouslj 
BDOt^h,  and  will  often  bo  wund  to  signify,  tn  a  larger  and  inbre 
extendcfl  srnse,  any  aspect  or  appearance  of  God.     And  (hough 
il  maybe  underMt>ud   (vcr.  23.)  of  that  chapter,  to  signify   an 
Dver-eojning  spiritual  glory,  as  the  princ-iiul  thing  there  intended, 
inch  as  no  soul  dwelling  in  tlosh  could  behold,  without  rending 
Ihe   Vail,  iikI  brejdcinK  alt  to  pieces;  yet,  even   there  also,  may 
jiieh  a  degree  of  sensible  glory  be  secondai  ily  intended,  as  it  was 
1  conM»IrDt  with  a  stale  of  mortality  to  bo  able  to  bear.     And 
ing  the  other  expression  " Thy   likeness;"  to  signify,  in 
part,  the  objcctivt  glory  saints  arc  to  behold ;  it  is  very  ca- 
of  being  extended  so  far,  tut  to  lake  in  a  atiuiitle.  ap{>earancQ 
glory  abo,  which  it  doth  in  these  words,  "  The  similitude  of 
■  Lord  sliall  ho  behold  :"  (Numb.  \i.  8.)  yet  even  that  glory 
was  Iransfoitnaiive  and  iniprcsvivo  of  itself:  Moses  so  long 
Dversed  with  it,  till  tie  beciune  uneapable,  for  the  present,  of 
rtmvcrning  with  men,  as  you  know  the  story  relates.     Ezek.  I, 
SH.  Exod.  ^1,  Ab,  &c. 

Such  a  glory  as  this,  though  it  belong  not  to  the  being  of  God, 
jfft  it  may  bo  some  umbrage  of  him,  a  more  sliadowy  representa- 
(ion,  as  a  manN  g.irmenls  are  of  the  man,  whirh  is  ihe  alltision 
in  that  of  the  PitalmiM,  Tliat  art  clolhed  with  m.ijeHty  and  honor  : 
Tl>OH  covereat  thyself  with  light  as  with  a  garment.  Fsal.  104. 
I,  S.  And  inasinm-h  as  thai  npiriltinl  body  (the  house  not  made 
with  hands,  i,  Cor.  5.  1.)  whereuith  the  blessed  arc  to  be  elolh- 
td  upon,  must  then  be  understood  to  have  its  proper  sensitive 
powers  and  organs  'refined  to  that  degree,  as  may  be  agreeable 
hi  a  stale  of  glory  ;  so  must  these  have  their  miitahlc  objects  to 
caovtirBe  with.  A  family  without  an  object,  is  not  pos.sible  in 
nature,  and  is  altogether  inconsistent  with  a  xtate  of  blessedness. 
The  bodies  of  nints  will  be  raised  in  glory,  fasliioned  like 
Chrisl'tf  glorious  botly  ;  must  bear  the  image  of  Ihe  heavenly  ; 
(I.  Cur.  II.  -13.  Phil.  3.  31.)  and  this  will  connaturalize  them  to 
a  regtoD  of  glory,  render  a  surrounding,  sensible  glory  necessary 

*CuUBMpMeniia)attlTierc*(Kuu]e4panjva,tireohicnira:  T^ntryaMet 
/MlQh  Merc  (omipoiidf  a  foamr  or  alijtdm  ink. 
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and  natural  tn  (hem,  their  own  element;  tbey  wid,  as  ii  werv, 
not  l>c  ahk-  to  lire  but  amulst  such  a  glory,  rlaco  is  conserva- 
tive of  tho  body  placed  in  it,  by  its  HuilablcneH!)  itierc.  Indeed 
every  created  being  (inasmuch  as  it  is  not  seir-siitlicic-nl,  and  if 
obliged  In  retell  in  cotitinunl  rGfrc»li:tigs  frnm  wilboiil)  must  aU 
ways  have  Hotnenhat  sutlable  to  itself  to  converse  with,  or  it 
presently  laiigiiJNhes.  liy  such  a  harmony  of  artivcA  nnd  jus- 
siree,  the  world  consigts  and  holds  together.  The  least  defect 
lherr^of  then,  is  least  of  all  Kuppnoablc  in  the  state  of  blcssedneas. 
The  rays  of  such  a  glory  haw  ofl<;n  shone  down  into  this  lower 
world.  Such  u  glory  we  know  shewed  itself  ujwn  the  Mouitt 
Sinai  :'af(erwanl<i  ofUui  about  the  laheriiacle,  and  in  the  tenijile; 
such  a  glory  appeared  at  our  Saviour's  birth,  h:i|>ii.4in,  and  trans* 
figuration;  and  will  dual  hta  expected  appearance;  which  leaves 
it  no  unimaginable  thing  to  us,  and  shews,  how  facile  il  is  to  (iO^h 
to  (do  thai  which  will  (hen  he,  in  some  soit  neccasary)  crcnta^H 
glorv  meet  for  (he  entertainment  and  gratification  of  any  sucli 
lacully,  as  bo  shall  then  continue  in  being.     But, 

[2.)  The  iotcllerlual  glory,  That  which  perfected  spirits  shall 
cttTDalty  please  themselves  to  behold,  calls  for  our  more  especia 
consideration.     This  is  the  glory  that  excolleih,  hyperbolical  gli 
ry,  as  that  expression  vfl-(ji3aXXiiftif  iifw  (2,  Cor.  3.  10.)  import! 
such,  as  ill  comparison  whereof,  the  other  is  said  to  be  no  g)or^ 
as  the  apDotIc  .-ipcaks,  comparing  the  glory  of  the  legal  with  tlta 
of  the  evangelical  diupc^nsacjon,  where  the  former  wa«,  we  mui 
reraemlicr,  chiefly  a  sensible  glory,  the  glory  that  shone  uf 
Mount  Sinai;  (he  latter  a  purely  spirituiil  glory ;  and  surely,  i 
the  mere  preludes  of  this  glory,  the  primordia,  the  btfpnnini 
of  it, — the  glory — yet  shining  out  through  a  glass,  ( as  be  thcr 
also  speaks  of  his  glory)  were  so  byperholically  glorious,  wl 
will  it  be  in  its  highest  pxiiltalton,  in  its  perfected  state?     Thi 
apostle  cannot  speak  of  that,  but  with  hyperbole  upon  hyperbol 
in  the  next  chapter.     Kai'  impdiXn^  ilc  vtipf^aXry.  (2.  Cor.  4.  17.] 
as  though  he  would  heap  up  words  as  high  as  heaven  to  reach  it 
and  give  a  Just  account  of  it.     Things  are  as  their  next  originals 
This  glory,  more  immediately  rays  lorth  from  (iod,  and  mor 
nearly  represents  him.     It  is  his  more  genuine  production.     Hi 
is  styled  the  Father  of  (Jiory :  (Eph.  1.  17.)  every  thing  thai  itl 
glorious  is  some  way  like  Iiim,  and  bears  his  image.     Uut  he  itl 
as  well  the  Father  of  Spirits,  (Meh.  li.  9.)  aslhe  F.ithcr  of  Glo-| 
ry  ;  and  that  gloiy,  which  i^  purely  spiritual,  haili  most  in  it 
his  nature  and  iniaKO  :  as  beams  but  in  the  next  descent  fn>m  Ibol 
body  of  the  sun.     This  is  his  unveiled  face,  and  emphatically,  |fae( 
divine  likeness.     Again,  things  are  as  the  faculties  which  the/ 
are  to  exercise  and  satisfy ;  Ihis  glory  must  exercise  and  salisfj 
tltc  iioblest  faculty,  of  the  most  noble  and  excellent  creature. 
Intellectual  nature,  in  the  highest  improvement  it  is  capable  of 
in  a  creature,  must  here  be  gratihcd  to  the  uttermost ;  the  most 
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jcd  conlemplative  |>0H'er  of  an  iininoiUl  vpiril  And   that 

witerein  it  terminates  here,  with  a  moat  coatentful  arquiesceiicti. 

I(  »  tfuv  it  musl  be  understood  not  tolallj  to  eicecd  (lie  capaei* 

1/  of  a  creature,  but  it  must  fully  come  up  to  it.     Should  it  quite 

trsoscend  the  sphere  of  created  nature,  find  surpass  the  model 

of  •  human  underiilaiidiiif;  (am  the  divine   glory   undoubtedlv 

would,  did  not  (iod  eoM.itiler  u.s  in  ihc  manner  of  exhibiting  it 

to  our  view)  it  would  coiilound,  not  satisfy.     A  creature  oven 

I  iu  glory  15  still  a  creature,  and  must  be  treated  as  such.     After 

llbe  hiesaed  (iod  hath  elevated  it  to  tlie  highest  pilch,  he  must 

'  tntinitoly  condescend:    it  cannot  otherwise  know  or   converse 

with  him.     He  must  nccommcidatp  his  glory  to    the  weaker  eye, 

tJie  fainter  and  more  languid  a))jireliet)>ions  o(  »  poor  finite  thine. 

hwl  itloiosi  ».-iiiI  nolhinx,  for  wliat  i:<  ;iiiy  creature,  yea.  the  whole 

er««lMninit:ibciitatatc,ci)m|Mr(-(l  with  the  I  AM,  thubeinK(aahc 

Justly  appniprialc*  to  himself  tliat  name)  the  Ail  iu  All.     Wc 

tuusl  be  careful  then  to  settle  in  our  own  thoughts  such  a  state 

lof  this  glory  ( in  forming  that  iikdeterminate  notion  we  have  now 

['of  it)  as  m.iy  render  it  (though  confessedly  above  the  measure 

of  our  present  understandings   as  to  a  distinct  knowlcdj^c  of  it) 

Itiot  manifestly  incompetent  to  any  creulcd  undcr^tamliii^  what- 

■ver,  and  as  may  speak  us  duly  sliy  of  ascribing   deity  to  a 

rons,  of  affixing;  any  thiof;  (o  the  creature,  which  .shall  be  found 

ling  to  the  hlcsMfl  Go<l  himself  alone.     Their  expressions 

'oto  who  orcr-magiitfy  (even  deify)   the  creatui«  assumed 

I  glory,  must  be  houi'd  and  read  with  caution  and  abhorrency, 

the  uigh-swellinu;  words  of  blasphemous  vanity.     Is  it  not 

tnou(:h   that  perishing  wretches,  ih.tt  were  within  one  hand's 

|bre«>llb  of  hell,  are  saved,  except  they  be  also  deified  too.'  that 

ey  become  happy,  unless  they  also  become  gods  ?     The  dis- 

ance   even  uf  a  ffloritied  crculurc  from  the  glorious  God,  is  still 

init^ly  p;rcater,  than  between  it  aud  the  silliest  worm,  (he  niinu- 

Aliom  uf  dust. 
And  by  how  much  more  we  shall  then  know  of  his  glory,  so 
such  more  shall  we  understand  that  distance.  Vet  as  he  shall 
DO  enlarge  the  capacity  of  the  soul  he  glorifies,  to  a  very  vast 
sbcnsion,  so  shalt'tho  exliibilioo  of  his  glory  to  it,  be  fully 
]uate  to  its  most  enlarged  capacity-  They  are  as  yet  but  ol>- 
ito  glimmerings,  wo  can  huve  of  this  glory  ;  but  so  far  as, 
(ilhout  too  bold  curiosity,  wc  may,  and  wherein  Script urc-!i|^t 
kill  give  us  any  prc-appreben.sion  of  it,  let  us  consider  a  while, 
bo  nature  and  the  i-vcclleiicy  of  it.  ^Ve  cannot  indeed  consider 
licMi  separately ;  for  we  can  no  sooner  undcr!*tand  il  to  he  glory, 
llian  we  conceive  it  excellent;  glory, in  the  proper  notion  of  it, 
ring  nothing  else  but  resplendeul  excellency,  the  lustre  of  ex- 
L>llei)cy,  or  real  worth  made  cunsj>icuuuj>.  Vet  as  there  is  an 
ixoellency  conceivable  in  the  nature  of  it,  that  excellency 
'  It  ia  the  splendor  and  brightneM  j  so  we  must  conceive 
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a  p««til[ar  excellency  of  that  very  mtlinljon,  that  splendor  itself, 
v>'h«rewilt)  it  Munes  unto  tilrTK>e<)  soiiU.  In  its  very  nattire  it  is 
the  hri^hlness  of  divine  excellcncit:;!!:  in  its  present  appearand*!, 
It  Rhines  in  the  highest  cxcelleney  of  that  brtghtncsH ;  in  itii  na- 
ture it  excelleth  all  things  else:  in  ils  present  eshibition,  com- 
pared  with  all  its  former  ra<liBliona,it  excelleth  itself,  ^^ 

As  to  the  nature  of  (his  glory,  it  is  nothing  eUc  but  the  eodjl 
CfMcuous  lustre  of  divine  perfections.     Wo  cjin  only  guide  ot^* 
present  conceptions  of  it,  by  the  disroyery  God  bnlh   already 
given  u»  of  himvolf,  in  those  nevera)  excellencies  of  his  being, 
the  great  altf  ibutes  that  are  convertible  and  one  with  him.  When 
Moses  besought  him  for  a  sight  of  his   glory,  he  answers  him 
with  this,  "  I  will  proclaim  my  name  before  thee."     His  nam* 
we  know,  is  the  colleclion  of  his  attributes.     The  notion  ther 
fore  we  can  hence  form  of  this  glory,  is  only  stieh  ns  we  ma_ 
bavc  of  a  large  voUimc  by  a  brief  synopsis  or  table ;  of  a  mag- 
nificent fabric,  by  a  small  model  or  platform;  a  S)>.iciotis  country, 
by  n  little  land^^cape.     lie  hatb  here  given  tis  a  true  representa- 
tion of  himself,  not  a  full ;    such  as  will  secure  our  apprcheii* 
fiiouB,  being  guided  thereby,  from  error,  not  from  ignorance.     So 
UB  they  swerve  not  in  apprehending  this  glory,  though  they  slill 
fall  short.     We  can  only  apply  our  minds  to  contemplate   the 
several  perfections  whirh  the  blessed  God  assumes  to  bimaetf, 
and  whereby  he  describes  to  us  his  own  being;  and  can  in  our 
thoughts  atlritiuic  them  all  to  him,  though  we  have  still  but  low 
defective  conceptions  of  vAt-h  one.     As  if  we  could  at  a  distance 
distinguish  the  streets  and  houses  of  a  great  city  ;  hut  everj 
one  appears  to  us  much  less  than  it  is.     We  can  apprehend 
what  of  whatsoever  he  reveaU  l«  be  in  himself;  yet  when  at) 
done,  how  little  a  portion  do  we  take  up  of  him  !  Our  thoughts 
are  empty  and  languid,  straight  and  narrow,  such  as  diminish  and 
limit  the  Holy  One.     Yet  so  far  as  am  apprciien^^ionscati  corres^ 
|>ond  to  the  discovery  be  alTords  us  of  his  several  excellcnci*  ~ 
we  have  a  present  view  of  the  divine  glory.     Do  but  strict)^ 
and  distinctly  survey  the  many  perfections  comprehended  in  his 
name,  then  gather  them   up,  and  consider  how  glorious  he  is ! 
Conceive  one  glory  resulting  from  substantial  wisdom,  goodness, 
power,  truth,  Justice,  hohncss,  that  is,  beaming  forth   from  him 
who  is  all  these  hy  hi*  very  essence,  necesssarily,  originally,  in- 
finitely, eternally,  with   whstiocver  else  in  truly  a  pcrfectio^H 
This  is  the  glory  blessed  souls  shall  behold  for  ever.  ^B 

For  the  exctUency  of  it,  it  is  called  by  way  of  discjiminalion, 
*'  The  excellent  glory."  2.  Pet.  I.  17.  There  was  glory  put 
upon  Christ  in  the  transfiguration  ;  of  which,  when  the  ajiostle 
Kpenks,  having  occasion  to  mention  wilhal  the  glory  of  heaven 
itself,  from  whence  (he  voice  came  ;  be  adds  to  this  latter,  the 
distinguishing  note  of  the  excellent.  He  himself  was  cyo-wit- 
ueas  of  ihc  honour,  and  majesty,  and  glory,  uhieh  the  I 
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(hw  received ;  biit  beyond  nil  ttii*.  the  gtol-y  from  wtienre 
Ibo  roiee  came,  waj*  the  vxcvlk'nt  or  stjtoly  glorjr,  as  (he  word 
jntjMrtn.  It  h  a  ^ruiit  intininlion  how  e-xccllent  a 
thia  is,  that  it  is  said  to  !>e  »  glory  yet  to  b«  rcvouled  ;  (l. 
f*e1.  4.  IS.  )  a«  if  il  had  been  said,  whatever  appcitrniices  of  Uie 
jivine  glonoa  are  now  offered  ici  your  view,  there  19  Mill  Mtmc- 
rbat  undiscorered,  somenhat  behiitd  the  curlaiii  that  will  out- 
bU.  You  have  not  seen  bo  much,  but  you  are  still  to  ex- 
iinspcakflbly  more.  Glory  is  then  to  shine  in  its  noon-day 
lrrn|;lh  nnd  vigor;  it  is  then  in  its  ineridinn.  Here,  the  riches 
kf  glory  are  to  be  displayed,  certain  ticiisures  of  (;lory,  ihe  plen- 
'tude  aad  maguificvnce  of  glory.  We  arc  here  to  »ec  him  as  he 
to  know  him  as  we  are  known  of  him.  Certainly,  Ihe  di»- 
ay  of  himself,  (he  raysof  his  discovered  excellency,  must  hold 
:>por(inn  with  that  virion,  and  be  therefore  exceeding  glorious. 
II  is  the  glory  Chritl  hnd  njth  the  Father  befoie  the  foundations 
iho  world  were  laid:  (John  I.  5.)  iaio  the  vision  and  com- 
sunion  whereof  holy  souls  shall  now  be  Inken,  according  as  their 
ipacities  cun  admit;  that  wherewithul  his  great  achievements 
'  high  merit*  rfjall  be  rewnnled  eternally  ;  that  wherewith  he 
I  to  be  glorified  in  heaven,  in  compenHalion  of  having  glorified 
FsUteroo  earth,  and  riniihcd  (he  work  whereto  he  was  ap- 
Mated.  This  i-annol  hut  be  a  most  transcendent  glory.  It  is 
sum,  and  in  the  language  of  the  text,  the  glory  of  (iod's  own 
ace,  his  most  aspeclahle,  conspicuous  glory.  Whose  transforin- 
Dg  beams  are  productive  of  Ihe  glory  iin])ressed,  the  next  in- 
"Bdient  into  Inis  blessedness,  which  will  presently  come  to  be 
nkcti  of,  after  we  have  given  you  some  short  account  of, 
(2.)  The  net  of  hoholding:  the  vi^i<)n  or  intuition  it*olf,  by 
rhich  intervening  ihc  ini|)re«sion  is  made.  Clory  seems  to  ear- 
in  il  a  peculiar  ret^ien  to  the  vtsive  power  (whether  c<ir{io- 
ral  or  menial,  as  it  is  itself  of  the  one  kind  01  the  other ) ;  it  iti 
amelbing  to  be  contemplated,  (o  be  looked  upon.  And  being 
transmit  an  impression,  and  consequent  pleasure  to  another 
object,  il  must  necessrily  he  so,  it  can  neither  transform  nor  sa- 
(r  bill  as  it  is  beheld.  .\nd  here  the  sensitive  intuition  I  shall 
111  insist  on,  as  being  Icns  intended  in  the  text,  and  the  discourse 
it  IcM  suitable  to  such  as  with  a  spirilnnl  mind  .ind  itesigii  set 
sfclves  to  inquire  into  the  nature  of  the  sninLt'  blewedncss. 
t*U  **  this  is  the  moM  noble,  comprehensive,  (|iitck,and  sprighl- 
Mtise,  so  is  the  act  of  it  mor«  considerable,  in  (he  matter  of 
Iness,  than  any  other  of  Ihe  outward  man,  and  the  most 
feci  imitation  of  Ihe  art  of  the  mind ;  whence  also  this  bo 
ten  borrows  the  name  of  the  other,  and  is  called  seeing.  Il  is 
,  set  indeed  very  proper  and  pertinent  to  a  state  of  glory.  By 
1lD«r  much  more  any  sensible  object  is  glorious  (supposing  the 
mnimriunt  to  be  duly  disposed  and  fortified,  as  must  l>e  here  sup* 
fo«ed),  so  much  i(  is  the  fitter  object  of  sigtit ;  hence  when  wc 
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would  express  a  glorious  olijcct,  wc  cnlt  it  cons[Heuout) ;  aiiij  (he 
less  gloiiuii;,  or  more  obsnurv  an}'  ihuij;  is,  tlie  less  visible  it  is, 
mid  tiie  ncirvr  il  ^)>|mi^rhi'!'  lo  iiivi!»il>ility  ;  whence  th&t  sa^-iii]; 
in  ihi:  common  pliilo^opliv,  "  To  s(-«  black  lie m  is  (o  see  nothing." 
Arisi.  in  3.  MeUorolog.  Cap.  tie  Iride,  W'lialsoerer  a  glorified 
ej'c,  repletiislied  nitli  a  heavenlj'  vitality  and  vicor,  can  letch  in 
from  the  many  gloriiied  objects  that  encompass  tt,  we  muet  su; 
pose  to  concur  to  ibis  blessedness.  Now  is  the  eye  satisfied  wil 
seeing,  which  before  never  could. 

But,  il   is  intellectual  sight  w«  are  chiefly  to  consider  here)^ 
that,  whereby  wo  sec  him  that  is  invisible,  and  approach  the  in- 
accessible li^ht.     Thi'  Word  here  used,  some  critics  tell  us,  r 
usually  sigoilies  the  sight  of  the  mind.     And  Uien,  not  a  casi 
miperficiul  glancing  at  a  thing,  but  contemplation,  a  studiouK, 
signed  viewing  of  a  thing  when  we  solemnly  compose  and  a;^ 
ourselves  thereto;  or  the  vision  of  prophets,   or  such  as  have 
things  discovered  to  thc>in  by  divine  revelation,  (ihcncc  called 
ehoztm,  sters,)   which   imports  (lbou);h  not  a  previous  design, 
yet}   no  less  inlcniiun  of  mind  in  the   act  il»clf.      And  so  it 
more  fitly  exprcMes  that  knowk-dgc  which  wc  have,  not  by  di 
course  and  reasoning  out  of  one  Ihiug  fix>ni  another,  but  by  i: 
mediate  intuition  of  what  is  nakedly,  and  at  once  otl'ered  to  o\ 
view,  which  is   the  more  proper  knowledge  of   the   blessed 
heaven.     They  shall  have  ihe  glory  of  (iod  so  pixisented,  an' 
their  minds  so  enlarged,  as  to  comprehend  much  at  one  view  ;  in 
which  respect  they  may  be  said,  in  a  great  degree,  to  know  as 
Ibey  aro  known,  inasmuch  as  the  blessed  God  comprehends 
things  at  once,  in  one  simple  act  of  knowing.     Yet  that  it  twt 
be  understood  as  if  llic  stale  of  glory  should  exclude  all  ni' 
eination,  more  than  our  prevent  stale  doth  all  intuiiion,  (for  fi 
and  indemonstrable  principles  we  see  by  their   own  light,  wi' 
out  illation  or  argument) ;    nor  can  it  he  inconvenient  to  adm, 
that  while  Ihe  knowledge  the  blessed  have  of  God  is  not  inlinili 
them  may  be  use  of  their  discursive  faculty  wiih  great  fruit 
pleasure.     Pure  intuition  of  God,  without  any  mixture  of 
ftoning,  is  acknowledged  ( by  such  as  arc  apt  enough  to  be  ov 
ascribing  to  the  cretiture)  peculiar  to   Gud  alonu.     But  os  tl 
blessed  God   »hall  continu<illy  nllbrd(irwc   may  speak  of 
tinuity   in  eternity,  which  yet  we  cnnnot  otherwise  apprtlW' 
a  clear  digcovery  of  hinLtelf,  so  shall  Ihe  principal  exercise,  an 
felicity  of  the  blessed  soul  consist  in  that  lees  laborious  and  m 
pleasant  way  of  knowing,  a -mere  admitting  or  entertaining 
those   free   beams   of   voluntary  light,  by   a  grateful   intuitii 
which  way  of  knowing,  the  expiession  of  sight,  or  bcholditi, 
doth  most  incline  to  ;  and  that  is,  we  are  sure,  the  ordinary  I 
guagc  of  Scripture  about  this  mailer.     Mall.  5.  B.  12.  )-■')  Co^^ 
nowerc  Drum  dare  el  inluilk'e  est  proprium  cl   nat'iraU.  toli 
Deo,  skul  est  proprium  igni  cal^atere  tt  loti  iiluminare : 
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know  God  cltarUj  and  mtuUhtlt/  is  jtemliar  and  nalurtil  to 
God  alone ;  as  it  ia  pectiliar  to  firt  to  gttte  teormth  and  to  lh9 
^tUH  lo  giv€  Ughl.     Ledtsm.  de  dwin.  perfect. j*.  8.  Art.  7. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

II-  llflTtng  conaldand  the  I.  inpvdivat  of  iIiIb  IiIpwimIikw,  *  Vinioii  of  Rnd^. 
Ikct^  wv  jaMM  nti  to  iho  nni,  ibnt  !«,  2,  Awiiiiiklinn  to  tiixt,  or  hi*  ifiory 
bafntttd.     WlicnHli  it   ronniu,  ituH'ovcTvd   iii  lunilry  pniiMtitibiM.     If. 
Tm  Iwt  itigredit'Di,  wlucli  U,  3,  Tlii:  sUafaciiou  uid  pIcMUre  whirb  ra- 
mAu,  hbohI  uid  qji^iimI. 

J.  And  iKtw,  upon  tliis  viMon  ol  the  blcsst-tl  face  of  Gad  next 
jwn,  in  (h<>  order  of  diwourio, 

The  iioul's  perfet'l  A.isimihlion  nnlo  (hat  rcvculwJ  glory,  or 
participation  (hereof  (lourhin^  the  otilcr  of  i)i(-  tilings  (hem- 
elves  have  one  to  another,  (liere  Mill  be  coitsideraiioii  had  in  ils 
^proper  pWe)  and  this  also  mast  be  considered  as  a  disiine(  and 
[»ec«s»arj'  ingredient  into  (he  stale  of  blessedness  we  are  treat- 
[jngof.  Distinct  it  is,  for  (hough  the  vision  now  spoken  of,  doth 
elude  a  certain  kind  of  aHsiDida(ion  in  it,  as  all  visinn  doth,  be- 
I  onl;  a  reception  of  the  sp<.-cic9  or  likeness  of  (he  object  seen  ; 
>  auiiailation  wc  arc  to  »pcak  of,  is  of  a  wry  difTcrcnt  kind. 
riUlt,  ia  surh  as  affects  only  the  viiiive  or  cognitive  power,  and 
bat  not  with  a  r«al  chingc,  but  intentional  only,  nor  for  longer 
itntinunnrc  ihnn  the  act  of  •c«ing  lasts  ;  but  this,  is  real,  total, 
[and  pormanenl.  And  surely  it  is  of  equal  necessity  to  tlie  soul's 
dnesft,  to  partake  (he  glory  of  GoA,  as  to  behold  i( ;  as  well 
1  bare  (he  divine  likeness  impressed  upon  it,  as  lepresenled  (a 
After  so  conOsious  and  over-spreading  a  dcprava(ion  as  sin 
bi(h  dilTused  through  all  its  powers,  it  can  never  be  happy  wilh- 
lut  a  chan.^e  of  its  very  crnsis  and  temper  thruugliout.  A  dis- 
tased,  ulcerous  body  would  take  little  felicity  in  gny  and  glori- 
as n'dils:  no  mure  would  all  (he  glory  of  heaven  signify  (o  > 
ck,  deformed,  stlf-loalhing  siml. 

It  muil  therfifore  be  all  |:lorious  within,  have  tlie  divine  Dalure- 

perfectly  communicated,  the   likeness  of  God  transfused 

wrought  into  it.     This  is  the  blessed  work  begun  in  regen- 

ion;  but  how  far  it  is  from  being  perfected,  we  may  »aon 

[bj  considering,  how  far  short  we  arc  of  being  satisfied  in 

reaent  state,  even  in  (he  contemplation  of  (he  highest  and 

excelleol  objects.     liow    tastelcM  to   our   souls  are  the 

lights  of  God '.    How  tittle  pleasure  do  we  lake  in  viewing 
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nver  his  elorloua  atlHImlea !  ihe  most  arknowliMl^tl  and  adora- 
ble excGlkrtK'ies  of  iiis  beirip.'  And  wliereunlo  can  wc  impute  it 
but  lo  this,  ihiil  our  spirits  are  not  ^ e(  »ufficicii(ly  coiinaluralized 
to  ihoin  i    Their  likeness  is  uot  enoucb  deeply  instampid  on  our 
»oul(.     Not  will  this  be,  till  wc  awi^c.     When   we  >ce  heller 
wc  shall  become  better ;  when  he  appears,  we  shall  be  like  biin, 
tor  we  shall  see  him  as  he  i».     Bui  do  we  indeed  prcletid  to  such 
an  expeclalion  ?     Gun  wc  think  whiil  God  is,  and  what  we  are 
in  our  present  Mate,  and  nut  confess  these  wonis  to  carry  with 
tbeni  an  amujcing  sound,  "we  shall  be   like  htm!  How  gTeat^^_ 
hope  is  this !  How  strange  an  errand  hath  the  (^uspcl  into  ll^| 
world  !  Mow  admirable  a  design !  lo  transform  Rii'n  and  ntalt^^ 
them  like  Uod  !  Were  the  dust  of  lb«  earth  turned  into  stars  ia 
the  firmament !  were  the  most  stupendous,  poetical  IraDsTo 
lions  assured  renlitii-s;  what  could   equal  the  greatness  aod 
wonder  of  this  mighty  change  '  Vea,  and  doth  not  the  expec 
tion  of  it  seem  as  pi^sumpluous,  as  the  issue  itself  would 
strange ;  is  it  not  an  over-bold  desire  ;  loo  daring  a  thought :. 
thing  unlawful  to  be  afTccted,  as  it  seems  impossible  to  be  altali 
«d  ?     It  must  he  acknowledged  there  is  an  apjtenrance  of 
arroganee  in  aspiring  to  this,  lo  be   like  C>od.     Am)  the  vc 
wish  or  thought  of  being  so,  in  all  respects,  were  not  to  be 
lertained  without  horror,     it  is  a  matter  therefore  that  requii 
some  dis<iuisilion  and  explication,  wherein  that  impressed  lik 
aess  of  tiod  consists,  which  must  concur  lo  the  saints*  hlewcd- 
oess.     In  order  hereunto  then  lake  tlie  following  propouiioDs  u 
(3.)  There  is  a  sense  wherein  to  belike   Ciud  is  altogethi 
impovjilde,  and  the  very  desiie  of  it  Ibe  most  horrid  wickednei 
The  jifophel  in  the  name  of  <!od  charges  the  proud  prince  of  Tyi 
with  this,  as  an  inexpiable  arrogance   that  he  did  set  bis  heart 
the  heart  of  God,  and  upon  this  scoie  challenges  and  enters 
liftl  with  him:  Come,  you  that  would  fain  be  taken  foraGodJ 
will  mske  a  sorry  God  of  ihce  before  I  have  done;     Becaua 
thou  host  set  thy  heart  as  the  heart  of  Guil,  I  will  set  those  uf 
thee,  that  !ih;ill  liraw  iheir  ii>words  ngninst  the  beauty  of  thy  wil 
dom,  and  Ihiil  shidi  defde  thy  brightness :  And  what  !   Will  ihoi 
yet  say  in  the  hand  of  him  that  slayelh  Ihec,  I  am  a  God  f  The 
^alt  be  a  man,  and  no  God,  in  the  hand  of  him  that  slayelh  thc«j 
1  have  spoken  itsaith  the  Lord  God.  Kzek.  '2S.  &— 10.     He  wi 
endure  no  such  imilation  of  him,  as  to  he  rivalled  in  the  poii 
of  his  Godhead,     This   is  the   mailer  of  his  jcalouity  ;  "Thi 
have  moved  me  lo  jealousy  withnot-God,"  (l)eul,  32.  21.)  so  it 
is  shortly  and  more  smartly  spoken  in  ihe  original  text.     And. 
see  how  he  displays  his  threats  and  terrors  hereupon  in  the 
lowing  versos.     This  was  the  design  and  inducement  of  Ibe 
transgression,  lo  be  as  gods.     And  indeed  all  sin  may  be  reduc 
hither.     What  else  is  sin  (in  the  most  comprehensive  notion) 
but  an  undue  imiuiionof  God?  an  exalting  of  tiio  creature' 
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Into  ■  toprpmacy,  and  ceppoain-^  it  as  «uc1i  (o  Ihe  dirlne  ?  To 
,  «fi,  is  10  Uk»  upon  as,  as  if  we  were  supreme,  nnd  that  there 
Verfl  no  Lord  over  as;  it  is  lo  astiiitnt^  to  oiinclvos  n  deity,  as  if 
wp  wer«  und^r  no  l«w  or  rule  ;  as  lie  is  not  under  iii>y,  but  whal 
hr  is  (o  hitnwif.  Herein,  to  be  like  God,  is  the  very  core  and 
nalii-tiity  of  rin. 

f  S. )  Ttirre  is  a  ju»t  nnd  htidnhle  imitation  of  God,  a  likeness 

I  to  nim,  IttRt  is  ntatlcr  of  command,  praiitG  and  promise,  as  wherein 

liotk  (he  duly,  exccllencj'   mid    btesst-dness  of  (he  reasonable 

|-«rea1ure  doth  consist;  and  which  U  in  .tome  respect  inseparable 

from  the  nature  of  man.     We  are  reqtiii-ed   lo  be  followers  of 

I  frorf,  »9  dear  cliildn'n,  ( Eph.  1 .  5.  ixiii-yscti)  imilatot^  the  word  is. 

1 1>av!d  is  eomm(.-hik-d  as  a  mun  aAer  (lod's  own  heart ;  ihouj^h 

I  tint  nnw,  we  Mw  fn  another,  with  what  disdain  and  indrgiiation 

It  was  resented,  that  he  did  set  his  heart,  as  the  heart,  of  Ood. 

'  The  new  creature,  the  new  man,  (he  first  fruits,  as  ho  is  ealled, 

[ihe  flower  of  the  ereation,  is  made  after  Cod.     .lam.  I.  19.  £ph. 

4.  SI.     Saints  expect,  upon  tho  assurance  of  his  word,  to  bo 

iBMre  ftilly  like  him,  as  we  see  in  ihe  text,  and  pamllel  jilaccs. 

man  was  made  at  first  with  a  concrente  fiimililude  lo  Cod, 

we  know  was  the  counsel  of  heaven,  and  the  result  and 

of  thai  counsel,  Gen.  1 .  26.  27.     This  is  evident  enough  in 

I  il>cir,  and  needs  no  more  words.     But  to  make  s  further  step  id 

fthis  bu»ii>ew,olrtcrvc  next, 

(S.)  There  can  be  r.o  .nllowahle  imitation  of  anyone,  hut  with 

:  an  "xceplion,  aa  to  some  |Kriiharilics  tliat  may  bflong  to  bi»  8p€- 

[rtal  alntion,  relation,  and  oihcr  circumMaitces  of  Ihc  condition  in 

[which  he  is;  or  with  limitation  to  such  things  as  are  of  eomroon 

ronremment  unto  both.*     It  is  commonly  obsorved,  how  natu- 

titly  a  people  form  Ihcir  manners  and  fashions  to  the  example  of 

1  the  prinro ;  and  there  is  no  well-disposed  niler,  but  would  tako 

h  well,  to  Iw  imilnied  in  lbinp>  that  nr';  of  common  eonremment 

1ft  litm  and  his  subject,*,  that  i«,  that  conrern  him,  not  as  he  is  a 

ting,  Init  as  he  is  a  man,  or  a  chnriian.     To  behold   (he  trans- 

fenninjc  power  of  his  own  example  ;  where  it  is  such  as  begets 

>  a  fair  and  unreproaehful  impress)  ;  how  his  virtues  circulate  (his 

[lofliff,  temperance,  love  of  religion,)  and  produce  their  likeness 

rttnnng  hill  people;  it  will  be  a  gloiy,  and  cannot  bul  bo  resented 

wtth  Bomc  delight.     We  cast  an  honor  upon  them  whom  we  im- 

'  ftale  :  for  we  acknowledge  an  excellency  in  them   ( whieh  is  all 

'thai  honoring  impoits  in  (he  first  notion  of  it,)  and  lha(  natural- 

I  tf  is  received  with  pleasure.     But  now,  should  subjects  aspire  to 

aSaab  ad  tonnpltim  tonia  eosnponiiur  orbia ;  the  wlioht  luttioa  ia  eaabnii- 
IwIlM  >M#)Mcn(4>ar  dm  Kiiv. 

fNoin  fiM-Tm  recii*  ixytna  princ<-p»  &f icniln  Aocfl,  Cumquo  tie.  impwift 
(■•itmu^  Mempio  tniunr  rM :  for  a  t;uoil  prince  tcnclic*  vimie  by  hi*  own 
(vMtiff*.  And  thoB  while  he  ia  aDpr«ni«  in  aittboril^,  he  i*  mtprnor  in  e»m- 
)k.    V^Dmm  PattfculiM^  Kotn.  Illal.  I.  2. 


▼Of-    I. 


6 


TKK  HLEMCDMEU 


P 


a  UkeDesB  to  their  prince,  in  llie  proper  appcndA^es  >n<l  nets   of 
sovereignly ;  and  because  he  is  a  )rlorious  kin^,  iiwy  will  h^  sueh 
loo;  and  assume  the peucliai  cognizances  of  rogiilit}' ;  a»«'enil(ti 
llironc,  Bwaj  (he  sceplrp',  wc«r  iTic  crown,  enact  laws,  Sic.  Tber 
cannot  be  more  of  dutifulncn*  and  observance  in  the  former  in 
talion,  lliao  ihere  is  of  disloyalty  and  (reason  in  this.     A  fatbe 
is  pleased,  to  have  his  son  imitate  him, ivilhin  such  limits  before 
nienlioned ;  but,  if  he  will  govern  the  family,  and  fill  up  his  ro 
in  alt  relations,  (his  nill  never  bo  endured. 

(4.)  There  arc  aume  things  to  l>v  found  in  the  blessed  Gc 
not  so  incommunicable  and  u)3]iropnate,  but  that  his  creatur 
may  be  iiiid  to  have  somn  participation  thereof  with  him  : 
so  lar,  to  be  truly  like  him.  This  parlicipation  cannot  be  univo 
cal ;  as  the  nature  of  a  living  creature  in  general,  is  equal  in  mc 
and  brutes;  so,  it  is  a  self-evident  principle,  that  inUr  Detim 
crailuram  nihil  tjsl  commune,  nothing  can  be  common  lo  Go 
and  an  it]feriof  being.  Nor  is  it  only  tin  equivocal,  a  partici^N 
tion  of  the  same  name,  when  the  natures  signified  thereby 
altogether  diverse :  but  analogical,  in  as  much  as  (he  thinea 
ken,  under  the  same  names,  of  God  and  the  creature,  liarell 
real  likeness,  and  conTeiiiency  in  nature  with  one  another :  and 
they  are  in  God,  primarily  ;  in  the  creature,  by  depcndance,  and 
derivation:  in  him,  essentially,  as  being  his  very  c»scncc:  in 
them,  but  as  accidents,  (many  of  ihcm)  adventitious  lo  their  ha* 
ings  ;  and  so  while  ihey  cannot  he  said  to  be  tlie  same  things  in 
them,  as  in  him,  are  fitly  said  to  be  hts  likeness. 

(d.)  This  likeness,  as  it  is  principally  found  in  man,  among] 
the  terrestrial  creatures ;  so  halh  it,  in  man,  for  its  seat  and  su 
jcct,  his  soul  or  spiritual  pari.     The  effects  of  divine  wisdoi 
power,  goodness,  are  every-whcre  visible,  throughout  ihewhc 
creation  ;  and  as  there  is  no  effect,  but  liuth  bomcthing  in  il,  < 
responding  to  its  cause  ('nheiein  it  wiut  the  cause;)  so,  eve 
creature  doth,  some  way  or  other,  represent  God.     Some  in 
tucs,  some  in  life,  some  in  being*  only.     The  material  world 
presents  him,  as  a  house  does  the  builder;  but  spiritual  bein 

as  a  child  does  the  father  *»  ^uj  ^f«c  tifuv,  /or  tee  are  hit  offsi    ~ 

Other  creatures  (as  one,  P.  Fotintut  ae  cof^nilione  Dti.,  fitly 
expresses  it)  carry  his  footsteps;  these, his  image;  and  that, not 
as  drawn  with  a  pencil,  which  can  only  express  figure  and  color; 
but  as  represented  in  a  glass,  which  imitates  action  and  motion. 

'Miiltu  pnim  moclw  dlri  n-i  pnurnnt  >>innilr«  Dro ;  nVar  ff:.mvA(aa  viftutom, 
fc  rapienliBni,  lactn-:  qiiin  in  iiino  rxi  viniii>  6i,  wipirnlio non  taexm:  olucin 
quantum  NolOm  vivirni,  igula  ill<>  sLinitn^  ii.  primii  vivit ;  nliv  ia  quantum 
MMK,  quia  illt  nimni*  ?  ci  priniitus  c«.  For  thpr*  arc  many  rr«p«*t»  bi 
wbtdi  crvBlurcH  may  l>g  uid  lo  be  lik<^  Roil :  mm"  wilh  rf  itnnl  'V3  virtue  and 
wiMlom,  inaamueb  u  (hen  are  in  hun,  Timie  anil  ni«dom.  uncrvateil  (  Mben 
roawly  from  tbeir  pcWKwdtin  or  diaro  of  lif^r,  whrtvaa  he  powesBow  life  in 
the  lu^faMt  and  firm  *miw  ;  onhwn  In  being  only,  but  h«  Is  tl»ehigh«M  """" 
fim  of  l<«<iogii.    Aug.  H>  quciiL  q.(iiibl)31l. 
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To  gir«  the  pre-emtneooe  therefore,  *in  this  point  to  ihc  hody 
[■of  nan,  wa«  a  conceit  lo  ;:roM,  (liat  one  would  wonder  how  It 
|-«ho4iM  obtain;  at  least  in  the  Christian  u'orld. 

Yet  we  find  it  expressly  charged  by  St.  Augustine  upon  t)te 
f  uXliropomoTpliitoti  of  old  (or  tnclilonianti,  as  he  calls  them,  from 
I  on*  Mf^liio  ibi:  falhtr  of  (hem )  not  only,  that  they  imn^ined  God 
>  in  a  htiraan  riiape  ( which  was  their  known  conceit )  but  thst  Ihcj 
(lod'a  ii.ia(;e  in  man,  in  his  body,  not  his  soul.f  Nor 
Van  HeliDont's  fancies,  about  coiporeal  likeness,  capable 
tof  CYCUMC  by  any  thin;;,  but  th.it  they  were  a  dream  (as  they 
filly  kliled )  and  not  likely  to  impouc  upon  the  waking  reason 
af  nay  m»n. 

(t}.)  This  image  or  likeness  of  God  in  Ihc  spirit  of  ni»n,  re- 
prt^seiitinx  what  is  communicable  in  him,  is  either  natural  or  mo- 
j'ial.  There  is  first,  a  natural  image  of  God,  in  the  soul  of  man, 
livhich  is  inseparable  from  it ;  and  which  it  can  never  divest  itself 
'of.\  Itit  very  s|>irilual,  immon.il  nature  il!«tf,  is  a  representa- 
tion of  his.  Its  itilelleclivc  and  elective  powers  are  the  image 
^ol'  what  we  are  conMrained  lo  conceive  under  the  notion  of  tno 
■e  powers  in  him.     Vea,  the  $smc  understanding  tvith  the  roe- 

*ll«ailMM  bsTc  (iMilaineil  and  decUimcd  ap^mn  m>  unwoorUiy  tliourijts  of 

God.  To'  3i  4tiar  nc'iu*  u'a'(iflrn>'  o'ljOal/iaii,  a^iii/ior  tfuyg,  a  riifrf; 
«afai,  tfc  Mc  diriat  tstrmt  ilttjf  it  oat  lo  bt  tren  6^  Iht  eye,  vittnd  (y  Iht 

waru  u*  to  nk* hMtl,  tliM  ira  Mi-ribeloGod,  Mv'tt/i*Yt6n;.  inij'tiixfiJ'pa, 
W"  /fV  ,""■  f"i''*  "''^»  "  '*'^y-  "alfot,  atitluT  nit,  nw  (o/our,  tur  fonu, 
utr  iitji  ttkrrmpiHjf  of  maUir.  Ilnit. 

UbIi>  wliJch  purpose  is  iW  il^'fimwre  Oi^lirh  of  Homer,  On'  ;-n'p  aito*, 
fee.  And  ihM  ■aymic  of  rrmv,  Ifojim  jrropltr  i^in'»>  Oti  formamipu  ipiarrrt ; 
•akittBilafit  humana  r«cir,  ■p|)lic(l  liy  /ani?.  dt  o^n-itiu  On.  Jfltr^/sn  /  th'Ink 
i  «  P*'*t^  ^  kufm  irrakma  lo  ttfk  t^fttr  onu  tmagt  or  farm  if  OniL  And 
w«  niay  mf  rniicli  n(  like  iiiipori  allcfceii  !>}'  Nalnl.  Com.  lilt.  L  ii.  13.  Wliich  . 
tbP  wnyl  dMcornn  hnw  flnlljr  o|)[iosiiP  ilic  idii1oU|y,  furliiddpn  hi  [be  ae- 
'  coomaadmnK,  in  to  lliu  )i|;1it  of  nature  ilM-lf  Wliieti  halli  l>cen  also 
apotngy  of  the  ancieiu  patrons  of  >hc  CliriAinn  rmiM-,  for  die  aiinpli- 
tlMJr  woivliip  Id  thin  te.«(MicI ;  ead  their   not  intilsIinK  the  iioinpoiia 

__^    of  M|:in  iiiinf^wioni|ii|i.       Ov'ii   ftria;  riiiii*ai  i^ nvlafifia' I'ti/itr 

toil  ru'  u  jit'ittiitri^  ii'  If  fiOQifi^'r  a'tipmvftha  him  alfufntrnfl^*'  iiiiji^fi'lf* 
mnt  e,  tt*^  %M  da  nrd  ttletm  imagr*  «r  God  In  bi  ftnper  ornonumb,  brtaust  uc 
SHMut  dtHaaiU  lAc  frnin  of  tkt  imntiiU  and  rpirilual  Deiltj.  Urij^Tn  eoiiir. 
CH«iit>  iil>  7 

T<  I  n>nv  *re  ot  Isrfe,  Min.  Folix,  QuodsimulncriimDao  Ungnm? 

4u.  ■..-■•  "hnU  I  ni«kr  for  God  ? 

And  •limy  It  i*  BS  iiiipnn-pablu  nj^ainM  (he  Mmo  piece  of  Christian  pscan- 
!■&  Tb<^  luuiallr  aangtieit  <liHereiic«a  would  easily  bo  nhomi  to  be  trifling 
l»p«nuMioei««. 

fConnia  liominis  imn  onimiiin  e«ie  Imaiiiiietn  Dni ;  nol  llic  Mid  biif  lii« 
kndy  of  inaa  u  tbe  iniajtc  of  tlixl.  Auk-  (if  it  he  AiifluuiQc'i)  lili.  de  IiKmn- 
buK,    See  Dr.  Cbarleioa  of  liii  uangc  of  IzoA  in  niaii- 

\Em  Xhri  tainiJittido  qutedam,  i|uamnemo  viTrrij^nificum  vita  emiii:  i|iiam 
habsc  baato  ti  mlonp,  n  imIsw.  &«.  Uiem  Ua  ccruiin  UkrncM  oi  Ciod  ntikh 
00  man  lirinf  dh-cm  lumiNilf  of,  biii  with  life,  which  crery  man  baa  wbsth- 
tr  wiUng  or  nol.    Bernard,  dc  vita  Soltiai. 
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moijr  and  will,  ip  one  bouI,  are  thought  a  lively  resemblance  of 
tlie*  triune  Deily.  Uut  theie  is  furilicr  a  siiuiliCude  of  bim  ii 
respecl  of  moralf  virtues  or  poricciioDti  aDsni^niig  to  what  w4 
conceire  io  him,  under  that  notion:  hiswisdotu  (so  far  a»  ithalh 
the  nsturv  of  a  motal  virtuv)  hiit  mercy,  trulh,  riKlitcou&DVSHM, 
holiness,  &c.  Those  two  kiiida  or  ^ris  ( us  they  may  he  called  ) 
of  tJiti  divine  tiupiCiO  upon  (he  apiriLi  of  men,  ate  dis(iii{(Ut.ibeil 
hy  iiomc  ( I  see  not  how  pn)peily )  l>y  the  di&lincl  njiuiea  of  im- 
age, denoting  the  foiiuer ;  and  similitude  the  latter  :  an&weiiiin:, 
as  is  thought,  to  two  Hebrew  words,  f  Zanc.J  of  iho  lite  import ; 
hut  tlis  things  themselves  are  evidently  enough  distinct,  nnuicly, 
what  perfects  ihu  nature  of  man  m  grncrephysico,  oa  ho  la  aurh 
a  particular  being;  in  the  unirenc  :  and  what  perfects  Itim,  inge- 
nere  moruliy  as  lie  is  considerable  in  reference  to  a  law  or  rule 
guidinj;  him  to  blessedness,  as  his  end. 

(7.)  It  is  a  likeness  to  God  in  re»pcet  of  those  moral  excel- 


I 
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:  or 


lenciea  or  perfections,  that  is  espeeially  eonsideralilo  by  us,  i 
reference  to  our  present  purpose  i  as  more  immediately  relatii 
Io  the  soul's  blessedness  inUod.     By  (he  former  it  hath  apote 
lialUy,  by  Ihc  latter  an  habitude  in  reference  thereunto.     Or  ( to 
nse  terms,  more  liable  to  common  apprehension)   by  the  former 
it  halh  a  remoter  eapacity,  by  the  latter  a  present  litnesd :  or 
•M  Ihc  apostle  expresses  it,  is  m.tde  meet  to  be  parlsker  of  ihi 
inhei'ttance  of  the  saints  in  light,  lluU  ia,  considering  thi&li 
ness  09  begun  in  the  soul. 

(8.)  Besides  what  is  thus  (in  the  sense  before  expressed)  co' 
munieatile  between  God  and  man,  (here  are  some  things  Bo  pe- 
culiarly appropriate  to  (lod,  its  that,  in  respect  of  them,  there 
can  be  no  fonnd  likeness  in  the  creature  :  and  it  would  he  im- 
pious boldness  to  aspire  thereto.  Many  things  of  this  kind  might 
be  mentioned:  I  shall  only  instance  in  two,  wherein  tliere  is  a 
manifest  eompelition  of  the  apostate  world  with  him;  and  which 
are  ihercfure  more  relative  to  practice  ;  his  sovereign  authority, 
and  hii  independency.  In  these  while  men  affect  (o  imitatv, 
they  wickedly  aflVont  him.  And  here  is  the  groat  controversy 
between  Ihe  glorious  Cod,  and  the  degenerous  children  of  moa. 
Kvery  man  would  catch  at  a  GodbeatI,  and  either  assume  it 
himself,  or  east  it,  many  times,  upon  other  cieatnies  viler  a 
more  ignoble  than  himself;  snatch  the  reins  of  government  oi 
of  God's  hand  ;  and  exalt  their  own  wills  into  an  absolnlenei 
as  liable  to  conlrol  from  none  :  plaoc  and  settle  tbeit  dcpcndance 
on  their  own  wit,  power,  fortitude,  indu!itry ;  or,  if  th.it  be  a 
more  hopeless  course  ( fur  they  ol^on  lind  an  entire  Godhead  too 
much  for  one  creature,  and  arc  therefore  coiialraineil  Io  |>nrcol  ~ 
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<I>i  Ang.  ( Aue)  U).  10.  da  TrinitaL 

tSvd  aM  alia,  ma^  n«o  propinqiia,  siiniliiutlo,  tpm  in  rittuiilius  ntmi: 
biH  thvim  ii  nnoihcr  mor*  Ni(iiuai4  rcMinbhiico  to  Goil  which  comvM  m  vir^ 
mm.     Biciiiniil. 
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tauty )  place  their  confidences  eixl  expectations  in 

rioaetiiiBg el»e  without  them:  AooUen,  thai  ridiculous  thiii^  w> 

|*wttijr  to  be  hooted  at,   maka  the  con^-Kted  dirt  of  the  earth  ' 

trust,  ((ho  righteous  shall  Uiii;h  nl  hiai,  and  uy,  Lolthis 

I  Uw  man  that  (riiMed  in  richer.     FW.  &2.  6.  73. ) ;  their  wealth 

llbeir  StroniC  tower;  uhinh  only  the  name  of  (he  l^rd  is  (o  his 

[righteous  ones.     Vet,  all  the  while,  self  is  the  cfiiire  and  end 

Ifai  which  all  must  meet  and  tetwitiate.     'I'his  at  laiil  carricN  nnvay 

I'lho  usuiued  fictitious  deily.     And  this  thing,  that  is  thus  now 

like  Uod,  is  an  idol  (which   indeed  st|pii6es  so  inurh)  and 

'  litis  ImitJition  of  him,  wicked  idolatry  ;  than  which  nothing  more 

dabaaes  a  reasonable  soul,  or  divc»ls  man  of  himself,  that  till 

tbojr  redresa  Uiis,  ihvy  |;ive  no  proof  of  their  heing  men.     I»a. 

•IS.  S.     This  assimilation  of  ourselves  to  God  iit  very  tcmate 

then  frotm  being  a  perfection  :  it  is  a  most  reproachful  dcfonnily : 

u  we  know  imitations,  if  (hev  he  visibly  anected,  and  Mrained 

too  far,  arc  always  thought  ridiculous  hy  wise  men. 

(9.)  Though,  in  respect  of  these  incommunicable  things,  there 
umnt  be  a  proper,  foimal,  immediate  similitude  lotiod;  yet, 
tlMre  ought  to  be  a  correspondency  ;  which  must  be  measured 
ukl  eatimated  by  the  consideration  of  his  state,  and  ours; 
whence  it  will  ap)>car,  that  what  ao  properly  a]>pertains  to  him, 
ud  whx(  oughl  to  currcs|K>nd  thereto  in  us,  do  agree  to  each, 
i^m  oiM  and  the  mne  intervening  reason. 

For  inatonee,  is  he  absululcly  supreme  in  as  much  <i*  he  is  the 
faitlwtDg-  The  corre!i|>ondeiit  inipiession  with  us,  and  upon 
tbeaaaie  reason,  must  be  a  most  profound,  humble  6elf-5ubje«- 
lioo,  disposing  our  souls  to  constant  obedience  to  him.  Again, 
is  be  sinply  independent ;  as  being  sclf-auflieicnt  and  all  in  all. 
The  itnpre»ion  with  us  mutt  be  u  nothingness,  and  »elf-einpti- 
aaaa,  engaging  us  to  quit  oursdveit,  and  live  in  him.  This  u 
tha  only  cofliormily  to  Ciod,  which  with  respect  to  his  incom- 
■oaicablc  excellencie!).,  nur  cre.^ture-slate  ciin  »dmi(.  It  may  be 
•Im  Btilad  a  likeness  to  him,  being  a  real  conformity  to  his  will 
cooeeming  us,  and  his  tery  natuie  as  it  respects  us.  We  may 
(ooeeive  of  it,  aa  of  the  likeness  between  a  seal,  and  the  stamp 
Biade  by  it ;  especially,  supposing  the  inequality  of  parts  in  the 
gaal  to  be  by  the  protuberancy  of  what  must  form  the  signature. 
In  that  case  there  would  he  a  likenesx,  alirptatmus,  that  is  an 
•■»a*t  rotn^pondenoy  :  but  what  would  then  be  convex  or  bulg- 
ing out  It)  the  jM^al,  would  be,  as  wo  know,  concave  or  hollotv  in 
iIm  imprcHsion.  .Sueh  is  the  proportion,  between  sovereignty 
4mI  aitbjcclton,  between  self-fuhie^s  and  aelf-emptincss.  Where- 
u  a  aitnililude  to  God,  in  respect  of  his  communicable  perfec-""! 
lioBft,  is  as  tlial,  between  the  face  and  its  picture  ■■,  where  no  such 
ttferencc  is  wont  to  appear. 

(10.)    Assimilation,  or  conformity  to  God,  in  both  these  rc- 
ifiects,  composes  that  excellent  frame  of  moral  |>erfeclions,  which 
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ihe  <livin«  glory,  bchcU,  itnprNSM  upon  the  Boul;  and  which 
tmmedtatcly  conduces  to  its  satisfaction  and  bloscdnen.  I  say, 
moral  pcrfwlion,  because^  tlmt  only  is  vapabte  of  being  jmprciw- 
od  by  the  intervening  ministry  of  mir  own  uitdoritanding ; 
namely,  by  its  vision,  iiitirnitl«<t,  as  was  formerly  observed,  in 
(hat  of  tlic  apostle, "  We  shall  be  like  him — for  wc  §hall  »ee  him," 
Set.  Its  natural  perfeclions  are  antecedent  and  prcsupponcd, 
therefore  not  so  litly  to  be  underalood  here.  And  I  say,  boti 
these  ways ;  for,  as  we  cannot  form  an  entire  idea  of  God,  wi 
out  taking  in,  together,  bis  perfections  of  both  corls,  commu 
cable,  and  inconimuiiicable,  (the  former  whereof  nusi  serre  iit- 
»tca<)  of  a  Ki-nus ;  the  latter  of  a  differentia, )  in  eompoung  t' 
notion  of  (lod,  Thes.  ( Salmu.  de  Ueo  iinnienso : }  so  nor  will 
impress  on  us  be  entire,  without  something  in  it  respecting  bol 
in  the  senses  already  given.  What  it  will  contribute  to  ful 
blessedness,  we  shall  shortly  see,  in  its  place,  when  we  ha' 
made  a  brief  inquiry  (which  i*  the  tiRxt  thing,  aceordiog  to 
order  proposed)  coiKermng, 

3.  The  »lisfsction  that  shall  hence  accrue.  Where  it 
not  be  hcside  our  purpose,  to  take  some  notice  of  the  sign! 
cancy  of  the  word.  And  nol  to  insist  on  its  atBnity  to  the  woi 
used  for  swearing,  or  rather,  being  sworn,  (which;  an  oath 
iog  the  end  of  controversies,  and  beyond  which  we  go  no  fi 
tber,  iH>r  expect  mote,  in  way  of  testifying;  would,  the  m< 
filly  here  represent  (o  ub  the  soul  in  its  non-ultra:  having 
taincd  the  end  of  nil  its  motion!*,  and  contentions,)  its  cqui 
nearness  to  the  word  signifying  the  number  of  seven,  is  not 
together  unworthy  observations.  That  number  is,  we  know, 
olien  used  in  Scripture,  as  denoting  plenitude  and  perfection 
and  God  bath,  as  it  were  signalized  it,  by  his  rest  on  the  seven  ' 
day  :  *  and  if  this  wore  not  designedly  pointed  at  here  in 
present  use  of  this  word,  [as  it  must  be  acknowledged  to  be  ft 
quenlly  used  where  we  have  no  reason  to  think  it  is  with  mji 
an  intendment )  it  may  yet  occasion  us  to  look  upon  the  holy  Mul 
now  entered  into  the  eternal  sabbath  f  the  rest  of  God  :  which, 
(secluding  all  respect  to  that  circumstance)  is,  yet,  tlie  rery 
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■  How  Hi  n  Symbol  il  in  of  GodV  8nhl>a(ic  rrai,  sco  Dr.  More'*  defoiKe 
hi*  Pliilcwo|iliicai  Cablwla  Anin  I'liilo.  Juilirux. 

f  Krii  il>i  vur4  maximum  Hubtiuiuni,  non  babriin  vl■lIpI^rflm,  quod  coRuni 
davii  Domhiua  in  pnniis  oiwHIiiia  iiiiiiidi :  iit  k-^itur,  vi  t'^»\v<i\i  diu  Scpil*' 
mo^DlMenlm  Soptimus  aliniii  mm  i|»i  oriniiiis(|iintii1(i  ipaiiif  ninrnriiM  MD- 
odictioimni  eC  suKrtilkaTioniiin  \Aem  nUftc  tvCvtii  ;  ilii  inriibimun  Gt  vidcU- 
mua,  viil«biinus  vl  uiiiubiiiius,  miial>imiiis  laiidabiiuus.  4^c.  Tlicru  diall  be  in 
roalil}  a  im^tt  sabballi  hnving  no  ei-uiiin^-,  tvliirli  Gud  ilistiitpuiabed 
very  i-n-fttinn  of  ih«  world ;  B»  it  i»  wriitim  "  nnit  li«  rwied  on  the  ■ 
day. "  Vnt  the  Rcvvnth  day  iihail  hn  wer  with  u>,  when  we  shall  ba' 
pleieljr  fillrd  ntth  blcHringB  and  ^racM.  There  we  ahall  rcu  and  coniem- 
pJBl'^  i  conii.Ti>piai«i  and  love  ;  lovn  niid  praiw.  Aug.  de  civit  Dai  lib :  32, 
38;  rid.  (tund.  do  cirit.  Doi  1.  17,  c.  4. 
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subM«iie«  ukI  Uua  notion  of  th«  ihing  itself  ( (o  (he  conridenlton 
whereof  1  DOW  pMs)  under  the  word  held  forth  to  us.  Kor  this 
aati^aetion,  is  the  soul'n  rcM  in  God  ;  its  pcrfrcl  enjormenl  of 
Ihc  moM  pcrferl  jiood :  Ihe  Explelion  of  lh«  whole  rapacity  of 
iU  will ;  ihe  total  tilling  up  of  that  vast  enlargi^d  nppclito  ;  "ihe 
perfcrtinjE  of  all  its  desires  in  delight  snd  joy.  Nom  delight  or 
jOf  (for  they  differ  not,  save  (hat  the  latter  word  is  thuiig;bt 
soracthrng  more  appropriate  to  rciiMDiblc  tulare)i!)  fitly  dolined 
Qhim  apiKfUua  in  apptlUnU :  Ihe  real  of  Iht.  dtMring  /acuity  in 
the  Ikmg  dtsirtd.  (Ahuin.  Sum.)  Ocftire  iind  delight,  are  but 
two  acts  of  love,  diversilicd,  only  by  Ihe  dtManco,  or  presence 
of  lb«  Hme  object :  which,  when  i(  i»  dislunl,  the  soul,  acted 
and  prompted  by  love,  deurcs,  mo^'es  toward*  it,  pursues  it ; 
wlua  pf  e«ent  and  attained,  deliglits  in  it,  enjoys  it,  stays  upon  it, 
MttsSes  ilMlf  in  it,  accortlin^  to  the  messuro  of  goodnc-M  it  finds 
ibtre.  Desire,  i»  therefore,  love  in  motion  :  delight,  is  lore  in 
rest.  And  of  ibis  Utter  delight  or  joy,  Scripture  evidently  f^rea 
01  this  notion,  he  will  icjoiee  over  thee  with  joy,  (unto  wbieh 
ia  pTBiently  added  as  e\egetical,)  he  will  rc«t  in  his  love: 
(Z«ph>3'  I7>)  which  leeting  c^in  be  but  the  name  thing  with  be- 
ia^  aatiafied.  This  aatu/aclion  then  is  nothing  ^hc.  but  the  re- 
foM  and  rest  of  the  soul  amidst  infinite  delights :  its  peaceful 
■oqaiesceoce,  having  attained  the  ultimate  (erm  of  all  Ihe  motions, 
beyond  which  it  cares  1o  go  no  further :  the  solace  it  finds  in  an 
•deijuate,  full  good  ;  which  it  accounts  enough  for  it,  and  beyond 
which,  it  desires  no  more  ;  reckonti  ib  sinie  as  good  as  it  can  be, 
aod  is  void  of  all  hovering  thoughti),  ( which  i>erfcct  rest  must 
bwmU  exeludc,}  or  inclination  lo  change. 

And  ao  dotb  this  bein^  satisfied,  not  only  generally  signify  ihe 
nul  to  be  at  rest ;  but  it  Epecifies  that  rest ;  and  gives  us  a  dta- 
lioft  account  of  the  nature  of  it.  As,  that  it  is  not  a  foreed,  vio- 
Lroi  rest ;  such  as  proceeds  from  u  beguiled  ignorance,  a  drow.iy 
riolb,  a  languishing  winknens,  or  a  desire  and  hope  of  happineas, 
by  o6en  fruMmlions  bnlTled  into  des}»ir,  (lo  all  which,  Ihe  native 
iatport  and  propriety  of  thai  word  satijifuclion  doth  strongly  re- 
fnrgn. )  But  it  discover*  it  to  he  a  natural  rest :  I  mean,  from  an 
uiinrnal  principle.  The  soul  is  not  held  in  its  present  state  of 
eitjoymeiil  by  a  strong  and  violent  hand ;  but  rests  in  it  by  a 
(•aoaturalness  thereunto :  is  attempered  to  it,  by  its  own  inward 
tODSlitulioa  and  frnmc.  It  rests  nut  as  a  descending  stone,  inter- 
cepted bv  sowvtbing  by  the  way,  that  holds  and  stojts  it ;  cIm.'  it 
wo^d  fail  further;  but  a»  a  thing  would  reM  in  \lv  own  centre  ; 
wiib  ^iich  a  rest  as  the  earth  is  supposed  to  have  in  its  proper 
nbcc  ;  that  being  hung  upon  nothing,  is  yet  unmoved  pondert- 
tna  tibrata  (ntis,  eqtialh/  haUmeed  by  ila  own  u'tii;kl  eitry  u-ny. 
It  is  a  raltmiat.judiciova  Test  ;  upon  certain  knowledge  that 
■!■  present  state  is  simply  best,  and  not  capable  of  being  chan- 
pd  for  a  better.     The   soul  cannot  be  held  under  a  perpetual 
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dietl,  M  as  klttrajrg  to  be  iiatitifi(?<l  wil)i  a  shadoir.  It  may  be  so 
befooled  for  a  while,  but  if  ii  remain  satislied,  in  a  ftate  tbat 
never  iwlniiis  of  change;  Itul  stale  musl  be  such,  as  coioniends 
ilsetf  to  the  most  thoroughly  informed  reason  and  judgmonl.  It 
ia  bence  s/ree,  voluntary ,  chown  rest :  such  as  Goi\  profes»eti  his 
own  to  be  in  Zion  ;  this  is  my  rest,  here  wilt  I  <lwcll,  for  I  have 
de«ire<l  it.  I'sal.  H3.  14.  It  is  a  coiiti>lacentiai  re»l,  wherein 
the  soul  nhiilen  steady,  boun<)  only  by  the  cords  of  love;  a  re»t^ 
in  the  midM  of  pleaaanlness;  Psal.  IG.  6.  The  Lord  is  my  poflH 
tEon,  the  lots  are  fallen  to  me  in  amtpnitalibtu ;  it  cannot  l^' 
more  litly  expressed  tlian  amiflst  pleaifanlnfag :  and  this  speaks 
not  only  what  the  I'salmist's  condilion  was,  but  the  sense,  and 
aecount  be  had  of  it.  Thai  temper  of  mind  ^ives  us  somo  idea 
of  that  contentful,  snti#ficd  abode  ivilh  (iod,  which  the  blessed 
thall  liarc.  Me  intimates,  kuw  undesirous  he  was  of  any 
chaiiKO.  Their  sonowa  ( he  told  us  abore )  sliould  be  ntultipliea 
that  hasten  alter  another  Uod.  (  Ver.  4.)  Hereal^er  there  will 
l>e  infinitely  less  appearance  of  reason  for  any  such  thought. 
Now,  it  is  the  sense  uf  a  holy  soul,  "  Whom  have  I  in  heaven 
but  thee^  and  there  is  none  1  dp^nrc  on  earth  besides  the  :"  as 
if  he  said,  Ilcavon  and  earth  yidd  not  a  templing  ohjcel,  to  di- 
vert me  from  theo  :  it  is  now  ftr>,  at  siimctinies,  when  fiiilh 
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love  are  iu  tlieir  triumph  and  exaltation  ( but  the  Loid  knows 
seldom  I)  but  much  more  when  we  see  him  as  he  is,  and  are 
tisJied  with  his  likeness'     It  is  an  active,  vi'sorous  rest,     Aelion 
about  the  end,  shall  be  per)>ctuat»)  here,  though   action  towards 
it,  ceases.     It  is  the  rest  of  an  awakened,  not  of  a  drowsy,  slug- 
gish  soul ;  ofa  soul  saliitlicd  by  heavenly  sensations  and  iVuilion^^H 
not  uneapahle  of  them;  or  that  hnth  its  powcrit  bound  up  by IV 
stupiCyin);  sleep.     It  is  the  rest  of  kopf,  perfected  in  fruition,  not 
lost  in  despair;  of  satisfied,  nut  defeated  expeelation.     *l>e!^i 
may  occasion  rest  to  a  man's  body,  but  not  to  his  mind 
cessation  from  fuilhcr  endenvors,  when  they  are  constantly  foa 
vain,  but  not  from  trouble  and  disquiet;  it  may  suspend  from  ac- 
tion, but  never  satisfy.     This  saiislactioii  therefore  speaks  both 
the  reality  and  nature  of  the  soul's  rest  in  ^ury  :  that  it  re: 
and  with  what  kind  of  rest. 
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*  I  iliiiik  it  nut  wuith  tlie  wliilu  lo  eiignj;a  iii  the  (tisi>ui«  (m  much  agitaitd 
Itciwceii  die  Tlioiiii«u  oiid  BroiiHW)  n  licilivr  lilciKeilucHi  do  Ibrnislly  coiu ' 
in  Ihi!!  miwiyinx  fniiiion,  or  ill  ilin  nnlrrotrnt  viiiioii :  iliw  NiiinOiclion  r  ~ 
twnlf  intir^wnl)l«  from  it,  anil  I  hoc  not  liuw  Id  bo  eicludt-d  out  of  iBj 
notion :  it  ■»  not  t^idon,  as  visiou  ;  tiut  as  MlislVinr,  tliat  makM  OS  r 
and  to  talk  of  llio  andalWkin  or  nlcnmirn  which  the  undfntaBiQBir  I 
knowiox  in  iniipid ;  whil"  llic  hiuI  utKlcnnnndinit,  ihni  it,  ihit  miiul,- knows  it 
ii  thR  Hill  piijofin;,  ihnt  i*,  tliv  will,  in  |i1l-iuii:<I  nnd  linds  t'omciit^jinl  lill  iho 
soul  bo  fullr  cooionic'l,  it  i«  not  Ii1ew«d,  and  it  la,  by  li«ing  wkVlicn  it  saUfa, 
"Now  am  I  fUJly  asiislJoil,  I  liave  «iou|[b,  I  dosiro  no  mort^ 
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CHAPTER  V. 


1.  Tbn  tliTV*  inRrdicRU  of  this  blMwdneas  h&viugr  tiMii'  «onautcre<I  bIwo- 
rijr,  we  taai»—St<m>dli/.    To  their  rrkUve  coiwidcniiian  i  nlieiv  it  m  )>ro- 
HMnl  Uitlicw  piiniciiWl)*  :     1.     WhnI  nintion  vmion  linth  toBMiitiilation, 
Wlul  liQth   tUiw  hflX'  to  HniiBlactiori.    Tbu  nrlaiion  tK-lwc<'ii  tiiv  itro 
r,  iiit|uin!>1  inlo.     An  <i|iiraiieo  ujioii  iLe  tiiudi  Itr^cr  iluw-onnr,  what 
n  anil   inlkiMico  the  iwi>  fnnnor  ban  Ii>wu<lii  [tin  ihirit ;  Wtisl  vixion 
j*i  fflf«  or  i|lorT>  coDthbuiiw  townrda  Mliatactbn,  ratiuuicil  Irom  tlio 
l<-mtiaii,  I.  Of  IIm  ol^t,  the  gloiy  to  be  beheld  ;  as  it  is  divine,  enlire, 
I  Brrtiiaiiirut,  sppniprwie. 

Thus  far  haTfi  wc  viewed  the  parts  or  necc»astry  concur- 
if  of  wliirli  the  blessodnvss  of  tlic  KuinU  muttt  be  composed 
IBUtitelv  and  severally  each  from  otbcr:  wc  procccil, 
Seconal!/.     To  consider  [hem  relalireljr,  iiaraoly,  in  (lie  oiutu* 
I  re»pptl9  ihPT  bear  one  lo  anollier;  as  Ihey  arliinlly  coiujwM 
\Vii»  bifswd  slnte.     Wbcrein  we  shall  shew  particularly  :  the  re- 
ctum, by  n  iiy  of  influence,  tind  dependance,  between  vision,  and 
fl^miUilion  :  and — Between  both  these  atid  the  satisfactivHy 
vnsuo  :  whieh  latter  1  intend  more  lo  dwell  upon ;  and  on- 
to touch  the  former,  as  «  more  spcctitalire  and  k-M  jinprovea- 
|Wp  subject  of  duifourse,  in  my  way  to  this. 

I.   It  may  he  considi'rf-d — What  relation  there  may  be  between 

vision  of  God,  and  assimilation,  or  being  made  like  to  him ;  and 

mtmt  be  acknonlcdgcd  (according  lo  what  is  eommmonly  o(>- 

l^rveil  of  (lie  mtilual  action  of  tlie  understanding  and   will)  that 

\t   sijthl  of  God,  and  likeness  to  him,  do  tntittially  contribute 

seh  towards  other.     The  sight  of  God  assimilBtct),  makes  the 

bnil  like  unto  him  ;  thai  likeness  more  diiipobes  it  for  r  continued 

red  vi«on.     It  could   never  have  attained  the  beaiifirat  ri- 

i  of  God,  had  it  not  hcon  prepared  thereto,  by  a  nadual  pre- 

iD<)   likeness  to  him.*     For  rightcousnew  (which  we   have 

jMiewn  qualifies  for  this  ble»sedness)  eoniiisis  m  a  likeness  to 

J  Cod:  and  it  could  never  have  been  m>  prepared,  had  not  somo 

Ftnowlvdgc  of  God  introduced  that  Gonforinity  and  yielding  t>ent 


'*"     '■-    <  '".  of  a  likenMi  to  Goil  to  di'pMK  f'lr  thi^  vinim  of  hint,  it 

'  <l  liy  a  nlataoic  philoaiophi-r.     Thv  iKviiie  nsinn-,  Ihi* 

»!■  r,,  „-., ,  1,  iii.-ii  he  taitb,  IB  liable  lo  iu>  »nir,  iro'rM  3f  tiu  ii;';  vvx^Ti  '"•^- 
litftlKu'i  Mali  abulia' 114,  xiii  totfotm'  n't.  imi  xK^nrii'rr^  ii<i  n^roflvta'nx 
'•■to'*  Ai  fiftfmtJtiiM,  &-C.  i*  ytf  vitiJih,  In  IM  I'li  tlif  ttnd  trhU  hit  noff  hrau- 
ml,  MMf  purt,  muul  ptrfpietima,  nuxT  tnhUmr,  nmit  noblr.  in  raprtt  tf  it  nr- 
■k  rimiilmir  ami  ttfwfim  Aal  la  btttirtti  Oitm.    B(m.  Tjr. 
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of  heart  towarJii  him.     For  tha  entire  frame  of  the  new  man, 
made  after  the  im«Ke  n(  God,  is  renewed  in  knowledge.    Col.; 
10.     But  ax,  nolwilhslandinj;  llie  circular  action  of  the  undelf 
standing  and  will  upon  one  another,  there  must  be  a  beginning  of 
this  course  somewhere,  and  the  underslanciing  is  uKuallj  reekui^H 
ed  the  ij^ip/ivniv,  the  first  movtr,  the  leading  faculty  :  »o,  notwiwH 
standing  the  mutual  influence  of  ihrsc  two  u]>on  each  other, 
seeing  nath  a  nnlurnl  precedency,  and  mti:tt  lead  the  way  unto 
being  like ;  which  is  sufficiently  intimated  in  the  text,  "  I  shall 
Ixrhold   thy    face,"  and  then    "  1   shall  be   Mitislied  with    thy 
likeness  ;"  and  more  fully  in  that  parallel  scripture ;    "  We  shall 
belike  him,  for  we  sluill  sec  him,"  &c.     trom  whence  ais 
and  from  the  very  nature  of  the  thing,  wc  may  fitly  state  the 
lation  of  the  lirst  of  these  to  the  second,  to  he  that  of  a  cause  t^ 
its  etToct :  sight  begets  likeness,  is  antecedent  to  it,  and  pnKhic- 
tive  of  it.     That  is,  the  face  or  glory  of  God  seen  ;  that  glory  in 
eonjunclion  with  our  vision  of  it:  for  (he  vision  operates  not, 
but  according  to  the  efficaciousness  of  the  thing  seen  ;  nor  can 
that  glory  have  any  auch   operation,  hut  l>y  the  intervention  of 
vision.     It  is  therefore  the  glory  of  God  seen,  as  seen,  that  assi- 
milate", and  impresses  its  likenes.'i  upon  the  beholding  soul :  and 
80  its  ctusality  IS  that  of  an   objective  cause   (which  wholhcr  it 
belong  to  the  efficient  or  final,  I  shall  not  here  dispute)  tld^| 
operates  only  as  it  is  apprehended :  so  introducing  its  own  forr^H 
and  similitude  into  the  subject  it  works  upon.     Such  a  kind  of 
cause  were  Jacob's  streaked  rods  of  the  production  that  ensuttd 
and  such  a  cause  is  any  thing  whatever,  that  begets  an  impressi< 
upon  an  appii'liensive  subject,  by  the  me<liiition  and  ministry,  wh3 
(her  of  the  fancy  or  understanding.     This  kind  of  causalty 
word  hath  in  its  renewing,  transforming  wotk  -,  and  the  saer 
ments,  wherein  (hey  arc  causal  of  real  physical  mutations  on 
subjects  of  them.     So  mueh  of  the  image  of  God  as  is  hero  in 
pressed  upon  souls  by  gospel-dispensations,  so  much  is  imprci 
of  his  glory.     The  work  of  grace  i*  glory   begun.     .'\nd  noil 
as  glory  initial,  and  progiessive  in  this  life  enter*  at  tbft  cye- 
(beholding  as  in   a  glass  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  we  arc  rhangc 
2.   Cor.  3.   18.)  so  doth  perfect  and  consummate  glory  in  tl 
other  life.     For  we  have  no  reason  to  imagine  to  ourselves  an 
altenlion  in  the  natural  order  the  powers  of  the  soul  have 
wards  each  other,  by  its  passing  into  a  state  of  glory. 

The  obirct  seen,  ts  unspcak:d)!y  efficacious;  the  act  of  inti; 
tion  is  full  of  lively   vigor;  the  subject  was  prepared,  and  inl 
disposition  before ;  and  what  should  hinder,  but  this   gloriov 
effect  should  immcdinlely  ensue  ?  as  the  sun  no  sooner  puts 
hi)  head  above  the  hemisphei-c,  but  all  the  vast  space,  whither  J 
c«n  diffiisc  its  beams,  is  presently   transfonncd  into  its  likenel 
and  turned  into  a  region  of  light.     Uliat  more  ran  be  wanting  |l 
cause  all  the  darknesa  of  atbeiun,  carnality,  and  every  thing  i 
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fimver  lo  vanisli  ntit  of  the  nwnlciii|;  toul;  nnd  an  enlira 
lirame  of  holiness  lo  succeed  :  but  one  8uch  lran»rorniiii(;  mkKi  of 
Ihti  fftce  III'  Cfod  }     Oue  sight  of  his  glunous  inajealy  |>rbM.-nllr 
[subdues,  Biid  works  it  to  a  full  subjection:  one  sighl  of  his  ])un- 
^  ly  makes  it  pure ;  one  eight  of  bis  loveliness  turns  it  into  love ; 
Laod  such  a  siKlit  iilways  remaining,  the  impress  remains  always 
nctually  ( bi'Kiilca  that  it  is  >n  ilsull  most  liubitual  and  permanent 
theitoul'a  now  confirmed  Aliilu)  fresh  and  lively. 
The  objtct  halh  quite  aiiulher  ospecl  upon  a  wicked  soul^ 
rfatn  it  awakes ;  and  the  net  of  seeinj;  is  of  another  kind ;  tliere- 
oo  such  f^tci  fullons.     Dcsides,  the  subject  is  otlierwise 
1,  aitd  therfore  as  thtt  sun  enlightens  not  the  inwaid  parts 
\o(  an  impervious  dung-hill,  bul  it  enlightens  air ;  so  the  sight  of 
(iod   transformn  and  assimilates  at  last,  not  a  wicked,  bul  il  dotli 
a  ){odly  Buut.     That  which  hcic  makes  the  grcatcdt  diifurcnce, 
ill  the  temper  of  the  »u)iiect,  is  love.     I  look  u^Km  the  bcu  of  a 
jslnnger  and  it  moves  me  nut;  but  upon  a  friend  and  his  face 
llprcsenlly  Irunsfunus  mine  inio  a  lively  cheerful  aspect.     As  irou 
Isharpcos  iron,  so  doti]  the  face  of  a  man  his  friend,  ( I'ror.  27.  1 T. ) 
lis  a  sliarpncss  and  a  quickness  into  his  looks.     The  soul  that 
ares  (lod,  opens  itself  to  him,  admits  his  influences  and  imprcs- 
>n8,  is  easily  moulded  and  wroueht  lo  his  will,  yields  (o  the 
rtruisfonning  power  of  his  nppe^inng  glury.     There  is  no  resist- 
|>sut  principle  remiiinin^,  when  the  love  of  God  is  perfected  in  it; 
M>  uvercuinin)^  h  the  finit  sight  of  his  glory   upon   (he  awa- 
king soul,  tint  it  perfects  it,  and  so  his  likeness,  both  at  once. 
lut  enmity  fortilies  the  soul  against  him,  as  with  bars  and  doors; 
ivcrts  it  from  him ;  carries  with  it  a  horrid,  guilty  eonscious- 
which  Alls  it  with  eternal  dcopatr  and  rngc,  and  inwraps  it 
He  bi'ckne&s  of  darkness  forever. 
2.  Both  the  etxion  of  God,  and  likeness  to  him,  must  be  eon- 
■idered  in  their  relation  to  the  consequent  aati^aclion,  and  the 
Ducnec  they  have  in  order  tlicrelo.     1  say  both;  for  though 
I  tatisfaclion  he  not  exprc.isly   aitd  direelly  referred  by  the 
ar  of  the  text,  to  the  sight  of  God's  face;  yet  its  relation 
licirlo.  in  the  nature  of  the  thing,  is  sufficiently  npprehensihlc 
nd  obvious:  both  mediate,  in  respect  of  the  iiilluiiire  it  Imlh 
rards  the  satisfying  assimilation;  and  immediate,  (which  we 
now  to  consider,)  as  it  is  so  highly  pleasurable  in  itself;  and 
plainly  enough  iDtimatcd  in  the  text:  being  applied,  in  the 
tne  breath,  to  a  thing  so  immediately  and  intimately  conjunct 
rith  this  vision,  as,  we   find  it  is.     .Moreover,  supposing,  that 
^ikvn>->->  here,  do  { as  il  hath  been  granted  it  may  )  signify  objee- 
(ivc  lil'iiy,  as  well  as  subjective  glory,  and  repeat  what  is  con- 
incd  in  the  former  expiession,  "the  fac«of  (iod,"  iherefercoee 
»ti>fattion  hath  lo  this  vision,  (which  the  re-mention  of  its  oh- 
EcI,  though  under  a  varied  form  of  expression,  supposes)  will  be 
express ;  therefore  wc  shall  shew — what  the  vision  of  the 
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divtn*  ^1at7  rAnlribulea  to  th«  saliafsetion  or  ihu  blessed  sodI, 
iind  H'tuit  ft-licily  it  must  needt  take  herein:  wliicli  cmnot  but 
b«  very  gicatt  whether  we  respct.t — the  glory  seen,  the  object 
of  this  vision:  oi' — the  act  of  vision,  or  itiluilion  it.wlf. 

(I.)  The  object,  the  glory  beheld.     What  a  sprinfi;  of  pleei* 
sare  is  here  ?  What  rivers  of  pleasures  flow  hence  ?    In  (hy  pre- 
sence  (saith  the  I'salmiRtj  is  fulness  of  joy:  at  thy  right  hand 
ore  pleasures  for  evermore.     Psal.   16.  II.     The  awaking  9oii|B| 
havinj;  now  passed  ihc  juilh  of  life,  (drawn  through  Sbeol  its^^l 
ihcRtulc  of  (Jwidly-head.)  iijiiicar.*  iiuniodiiitcty  in  this  prerance; 
and,  what  makes  (his  presen<:e  su  joyous,  but  llic  pleasant  brigbL^^ 
neM  of  this  face  ?     To  be  in  the  presence  of  any  one,  and  b^H 
fore  his  face,  in  eonspectu,  are  equivalent  expressions:  thcrfti^ 
fore  the  apostle  quoting  this  passage,  renders  it  thus.  Thou  hast 
filled  tne  with  gladness,  by  thy  {countenance  ;]  now  in  this 
rious  presence,  or  within  view  of  the  face  of  Cjod,  is  fulness 
joy,  that  is,  joy  unto  sntiiitarlion*.     And  the  apostle  Jude  Si_ 
ibg  of  this  presence  under  this  name  (a  prescnre  of  glory) 
us  of  an  exceeding  joy,  xofn-jtKv  r«  ii^  a  jubilation  (an  i^'Mv 
loow)  that  shall  attend  the  presentment  of  saints  there.     The 
holy  9oul  now  enieis  the  divine  Shechinafa,  tlie  chamber  of  pre- 
sence of  the  ^lest  king,  the  habitation  of  his  holiness  and  glory, 
the  place  where  his  honor  clwcllcth.  ver.  ^4.     Mere  bis  glory 
surrounds  it  with  encircling  beams ;  it  is  beset  with  glory,  there- 
fore  surely  also  fdlcd  with  joy.     W'iicn  the  vail  is  drawn  aside  ; 
or  we  are  within  the  vnil ;  in  that  very  presence  whither  Jesus 
the  forerunner  is  for  us  entered  (through  the  path  of  life,) 
the  satisfying  overcoming  pleasure  of  this  sight !     Now  thai 
to  us  revealed,  or  unveiled  glory,   which  was  hidden  befo 
Here  the  glory  set  in  majesty  (as  tlie  expression  is,  eoncenit 
the  glory  of  the  temple,  Ezek.  7.  21). )  is  presented  lo  view  iipen~ 
ly  and  without  umbiagc.     God  is  now  no  longer  seen  (hrotighao 
obscuring  medium.     I'hcy  arc  not  now  shadowed  gliminciin[ 
transient,  oblique  glances,  but  tlie  direct  beams  of  lull-eyed  gl 
ry  thai  aliine  upon  us.     The  difcovcry  of  (bis  glory  is  the  u' 
mate  product  of  tlint  infinite  wi»<]on)  and  lure,  that  have 
workiiiic  from  eternity,  and  for  so  many  thousand  years,  ibro' 
aH  the  successions  of  time,  towards  the  heirs  of  sidvation.     T 
last  and  complete  issue  of  the  great  achievements,  sharp  eoiidici 
riorioui  victories,  high  merits  of  our  mighty  Redeemer,     j 
Uiese  end  in  the  opening  of  heaven  (the  laving  of  this  glory 
it  were  common  ]  to  all  believers.     This  is  the   ujushot,  and  close 
of  that  great  design  :  will  it  not  think  ye  be  a  satisfying  glory  I 
The  full  blefisednewi  of  the  redeemed,  is  the  Redeemer's  reward; 
He  cannot  be  aati^ied  in  seeing  his  tctd,  if  they  should  be  ud* 
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Je  ettnnot  behold  ihom  with  coatrni  if  his  heart  tell 
|lum  not,  that  he  halh  <lune  wvllviioti^h  for  ihum.  God  would 
[even  l>e  oshajncd  ( lieb.  ll.lC.)tobc  cAlk-d  their  God  i  had  he 
|ao(  made  provisiou  for  their  eiiterUinttient  woi  ihj-  of  a  God.  It 
I'Jb  the  season  of  Chmt's  triumphs,  aud  ftaintN  are  to  etiler  iolo  his 
oj.  ll  is  ihe  appointed  jubilee,  at  the  finishing  of  all  Gud'M 
Mlarlcs  frutn  the  creation  o(  the  world,  when   he  shall  purpuMtly 

tw  himaclf  in  his  most  adorable  mijesly,  and  when  Christ  shall  .j 
laptww  in  hi»  own  likvnciis  (he  appeared  in  anulher  likeness 
fticlbre  ;)  surely  (;lory  must  be  in  ita  uxaltalion  inthat  day.     Ilut 
Jiake  a  invre  distinct  account,  how  ^leful  a  aiijht  llits  glory  will 
[lie,  in  these  following  |>ai-liculars. 

[I.]  It  is  the  divine  glory.  Let  your  hearls  dwell  a  little  itiwn 
this  consideration.  It  is  the  gloty  of  God,  tlial  is  the  (flory 
j  which  the  bles^d  (lod  both  enjoys  and  affords,  which  he  conlein- 
ites  in  hiin»L'ir,  and  which  rays  from  hiiu  to  his  saints;  it  is  the 
ity  uf  the  divine  BeinjE;-  It  Hatisfies  a  IJeity,  will  it  not  a 
I  ^  It  is  a  glory  that  results  and  shines  from  him  ;  and  in  that 
also  divine  (which  here  1  mainly  intend  ;)  the  beauty  of 
own  face,  tlie  lustre  of  divine  perfections;  every  attribute 
a  pari;  all  coiieur  to  make  up  ihl?  fclory.  And  here  jire- 
[lennitting  those  which  are  less  hable  to  our  apprehension;  his 
[cteniily,  immensity,  simplicity,  iic.  (of  which,  not  havinjc  their 
llike  in  us,)  we  arc  the  more  uneapable  lo  form  distinct  concep- 
I  boms,  and  consei^ucolly  of  perceiving  the  pleasure,  that  we  may 
lliereaftcr  upon  the  rcmoral  of  other  impediments,  find  in  tlie 
eontempUlion  of  them,  let  us  bethink  ourselves^  how  admirable 
[and  ^avi^hin£;  ihe  glory  will  be, 

first.  Of  his  unsearcbablu  wisdom,  which  hath  !;h>ry  p«cu- 

[liarly  annexed  and  properly  belon^iuf;  to  it.     Glory  is  as  it  were, 

\by  ioheriiance,  due  io  wisdom.     The  wise  shall  inherit  glory. 

[frov.  3.  36.     And  here,  now,  the  blessed  souU  behold  it  in   its 

DnM  seal,  and  therefore  in  its  prime  glory  :  wisdom,  counsel,  un- 

[deratandinK,  are  said  to  be  with  him  ;  as  if  no  where  else.     Job 

It.  13.     Twice  we  have  the    apostle  describing  ^lo^y  to  God, 

tsuder   the  notion  of  only  wise;  (Rom.  16.   Zl.  I.  Tim.  i.  17.^ 

/isdom,  we  know  is  the  proper  and  most  connatural  glory  of 

iletlectunl  nature :  whether  as  it  relales  to  speculation,  when  wo 

all  it  knowledge ;  or  action,  when  it  is  prudence.     How  plea- 

inl   will  the  contemplation  l>e,  of  the  divine  wisdom,  in  that 

let  iMitioii !     When   in  that  gUs<i,   that  gpcculum  aleniiMu, 

or  of  ttfrnilt/,  we  shall  have  the  lively  view  of  .-dl  thai  truth, 

'  koowledge  whereof  cait  be  any  way  possible  and  ^i^rateful  to 

■wtnres;  and  in  his  light,  see  light !     When  all  those  voat 

[tr«MBree  of  wisdom  and  knowledge,  CCol.  S.  3.  J  which  already 

if  their  alliance  to  Christ,  saints  arc  intercslc<)  m  shall  lie  open 

In  us !     When  the  tree  of  knowledge  shall  be  without  enclosure ; 

tod  tlte  moNi  voluptuous  epicurism,  in  reference  to  it,  be  tiino- 
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c»nl !     Whrrc  there  dinll  neither  be  lust,  nor  forbidden  fruit ; 

iK>  withholding  uf  tle»trntili;  knowledge,  nor  aJTfcUliun  ol'  uode- 
eircblo!  When  the  |)I<;ii.surr  of  »)>L-culalion  v\iM  liv  without  the 
toil;  and  that  muxiin  he  filenmll/  anliijuulvd,  tlial  incieuMMl 
knonlcdf^c!  increases  sorrow  !  A»  to  the  other  notion  of  it ;  how 
ran  il  he  less  jccaterul  lo  behold  llie  wisdom  that  made,  aitd  gov* 
ented  the  world  ;  that  compassed  so  i;reat  desif^ns :  and  this,  no 
loiiifpr  in  its  effcctH,  but  in  itself?  Ttiiise  works  were  hootirabla 
and  ^loiious,  sought  of  all  tlicm  that  have  pleasure  in  ibem. 
W'UaI  will  bo  the  glory  of  their  cause?  Il  would  gratt^  loiiie 
men's  curiosity  to  buholil  the  unusu4  motion  of  sonic  rare  a; 
7na/on  ;  but  im  ingenious  pi-rfon  would,  with  much  more  pi 
dure,  pry  into  ihe  secret  springs  of  that  motion  ;  and  observe 
inward  frame  and  parts,  atid  their  depondaiice,  and  order  to  ewb 
other.  It  is  comely  (n  behold  the  exterior  economy  of  a  well- 
f^verned  people;  when  great  afTairs  arc,  by  orderly  conduct, 
brought  lo  happy  issues ;  but  lo  have  heen  at  the  helm  ;  to  have 
Been  the  pertinent,  proper  auplication  of  such  and  iucii  maxinM  to 
the  incident  cases ;  to  have  Known  nil  the  reasons  of  slate ;  heard 
debates;  ubaerved,  with  what  great  sagacity,  inconvenicncics 
have  bccD  forcaeen,  and  with  what  diligence  prevented  :  would 
much  more  gratify  an  inquiring  genius.  When  the  records  of 
eternity  shall  he  exposed  to  view  ;  nil  the  counsels  and  results 
of  that  profound  wisdom  looked  into;  how  will  it  tuuspoil! 
when  il  shaH  be  discerned,  Lo  !  thus  were  the  de!>igns  laid  here  ; 
were  Ihe  apt  junclures,  and  admirable  depeodenciee  of  things, 
which  when  acted  upon  the  stage  of  the  world,  seoined  so  per- 
plexed and  cross,  so  full  of  mysterious  intricacy  ?  If  St.  Paul 
were  so  ravimhcd  at  those  more  obscure  appeaumces  of  divine 
wisdom,  which  wi;  find  him  ailmiring,  (Itom.  II.  33.)  O  the 
depth;!,  &c.  wh.it  satinfacliou  will  it  yield,  to  have  a  perfect  IDI^I 
del,  of  the  deep  thoughls  and  counstils  of  (iud,  presented  to  opiff^ 
view  !  lion  is  tlic  happiness  of  Solomon's  servants  magnified, 
that  had  the  privilege  continually  to  »laiid  before  him,  and  bear 
bis  wisdom!  But  this  happiness  will  be  proportionably  greater, 
as  Solomon's  God  is  greater  than  he. 

Secondly.  The  glory  of  his  power  will  add  comeliness  to 
object  of  this  vision.     Power  duly  placed  and  allayed  is  lovel 
Beauty  consists  much  in  a,  symmetry  or  proportion  of  parts. 
must  there  be  a  concurrence  of  divine  peifcetions,  tu  compose 
and  make  up  the  beantiful  complexion  of  his  face  ;  to  give  us  n 
riglit  luspccl,  the  true  idea  of  (>od,  aiid  here  his  power  hath  a 
ncceasary  ingi-edienry.     How  incoherent,  and  disagreeing  wilb 
itself,  were  the  notiim  of  an  impoletit  God  ?  His  power  "(arit  ^r,t 
ii£v  gives  lively  strokes  to  his  glory.     It  is  called  glorious  pow- 
er or  the  power  of  glory  :  (Col.   I.  II.)  yea,  it  is  simply  called 
glory  itself;  ( Kom.  6.  4. )  the  ajwstle  tells  us  Christ  was  raised 
from  the  dead  by  the  glory  of  the  Father,  when  it  is  pis 
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mruui  power.     Am)  ihoiuiino  nposllc  prays  on  the  behalf  of  the 
KpbeifwiS,  that  Goil  woultl  f;rai)t  lliom  acconling  Id  Ilio  riches  of 
ht9  ^orr  lo  lie  strcngthcnrcl  wjili  might,  &C.  chap.  3.  IS.     How 
^<|uen(ly  are  power  and  glory  asi-ribed  to  him  in  vanjiinclion  ? 
biiinulinjc  that,  a^  he  is  ponerful,  he  I'li  ):lorintiN.     And  rr^rtninlf 
trtn  this  glory,  cannot  hut  cast  a  grateful  aspect  iipun  the  li)c<t- 
Itedeoul,   and   be  in6nitely  pkasaiil  lo  bchntil,      What  triumphs 
mlh  it  now  raise  in  eracioua  epirils,  to  behold  the  exertious  of  it 
Ifn  his  worki;  to  read  its  desci  iplions  to  his  word  ;  while  asjct 
Ifce  holds  back  the  fiicc  of  his  throne,  (Job.   36.  9.)  while  the 
[«ountrnnnre  of  enthroned  majesty  cannot  be  ncpn;  when  go  Ut- 
ile a  portion  in  hi^nn)  of  him,  and  the  thunder  of  his  power  (rer. 
"*.)  ffo  little  understood  !  The  iurinilcly  fainter  taji*  of  lliis  pow- 
l*r   in  a  creature;  power  in    that  uns)>eiikable   diminution  and 
|«balement ;  that  derived,  pi'ecarious  power,  uhen  il  is  inivoceni- 
]ly  used,  is  observed  with  pleasure.     Here  ispower  in  the  throne, 
[  power  in  its  chief  and  highest  seat ;  essential,  snd  self-originateil 
rpowor;  the  root  and  fountain,  the  very  element  of  power;  pow- 
i9t  in  its  proper  siiunlton,  in  its  native  pUeo  to  which  it  belongs. 
Itifld  hath  spoken  once,  twice  have  1  heanl  this,  Ihni   power  be-' 
wrtgrth  imto  tioi).  I's.  62.  11.  Power  to  Cod  il  is  in  the  Hebrew. 
lit  languir*hes  in  a  ercnlure,  an  in  an  nlien  «iubject.     If  I  speak  of 
{•ircnKth  ;  I.o  he  is  strong  in  |>ower  (snilh  Job.  eh.  2ti.)ila9 
hou|;h  he  bad  said  "Created  power  is  not  worth  ihe  fpeidcinj; 
f]  tlere  is  the  power  that  deserves  the  name,  lliat  is  so  indeed." 
Mttsfyint;  a  pleaf^ure  will  this  afford,  to  contemplate  ihia 
'  ntltcfti  power  r  this  all-eienting,  all-ruling  power,  the  principle 
'  alt  action,  motion  and  life,  throughout  the  whole  creation.' 
his  will  be  as  natural  a  pleasure,  as  the  child  takes  in  the  mo- 
r's  bosom,  and  in  embracing  the  womb  lh.il  bare  it.     How 
alcful   lo  behold,   whence  the  vast  fr.-iinc  of  nature  sprang! 
ihal  slr«trhed  out  the  heavens,  rst.-il>li.''hetl  Ihe  earth,  sustained 
things!     what    turned  the  mighty    wheelji   of   pi-ovidcncc, 
iigbout  all  the  Mirces.<iinns  of  litnei>  and  seasons  ;  chained  up 
restrained  the  outrages  of  a  tumultuous  world,  preserved 
il'a  little  flock  !  GS{>ecially,  what  gave  being  to  the  new  crea- 
,  ( The  exceeding  greatness  of  power  that  wrought  in  them 
believed,  tie.  Kph.  I.  19.  30.)  what  made  hearts  lovo  God, 
■brace  a  Saviour  !  what  it  was  that  overcame  their  own,  arul 
Je  them  a  willing  people  in  that  memorable  day  !  Psal- 1 10. 3. 
di'lifcbifiil  a  contemplation  to  think,  with  m  enh'rged  an  un- 
trntiincling,  of  the  pnsriililc  efTcrls  of  this  |H>wer ;  and  so  far  as 
Icrralure  can  range  inlo  nBinily,  to  view  innumerable  creations, 
creative  power  of  (lod  !  And  yet  how  pleasant  to  think, 
t-anly  of  the  extents,  hut  of  the  reslrainrs  of  this  power  ;  and 
when  none  could  limit,  it   heeaine  ordinate,  and  did  limit 
thai,  since  it  could  do  so  much,  it  did  no  more;  turned 
I  preouiore  revenge,  that  had  abortived  the  womb  of  Iotc, 
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anil  cut  oS  all  t)i<i  hopoa  of  ibis  )>lcssecl  e(orntl}'  llml  ii  now  au 
(aini-cl ;  /'mm  et  noUt,  tuAUe  ,  to  pMStM  poiotT  atut  to  /o  '  ~ 
Ua  exercitr  it  otAle.  This  ahu  spcakH  tlic  gr«iitni>M  of  pDW4 
lot  lliv  power  of  my  Xtori  he  great,  acfonlinf;  u  (liou  Itiut  t*; 
kon,  thi:  Lonl  U  fcntcioits,  loiig-iuilferin^,  Stf.  Numb.  H.  17,  ' 
Till*  1VJI.4  hj.s  tiijglitieilt  |>ow«r,  whi-reliv  lie  overcame  Itiitisnl 
t-'orlior  est  qui  se,  ^-c.  he  is  stronger  tvho  f^oitnu  himself,  S(ci 
Tfiirtfly.  And  what  do  we  think  of  the  ravishing  aspectsf 
hb  iove!  »vhen  il  shall,  now,  bo  open-faced,  and  have 
aside  ita  rail !  when  hia  amiahlc  smiles  ehall  be  checkered  w| 
no  inlarminfiled  fiowns;  the  lijtht  of  that  pleasing  countcnan 
bft  obscured  ny  no  intervening  cloud  I  wlien  goodness,  which  < 
lov«  JMuinn;  into  benefaction,  or  doinR  good  :  ftrace,  which  atT 
freenciM  unto  goodness ;  mercy,  which  i«  grace  touardfl  llw 
serable  ;  uliull  eonspirc  in  ihcir  diMincI,  and  varicgalcd  a(^erf 
anees  to  Bel  olT  each  other,  and  enhance  the  pleasure  of  the 
tniring  sou) !  when  the  wonted  doubts  shidi  all  cease,  Jind 
diflicullv  vanish,  of  reconeiling  (once  oecoBsary)  fatherly  sei 
rily  with  love  !  when  the  full  sonsu,  shall  be  unfolded  to  tho  li: 
uf  thai  description  of  the  divine  nature,  "  Go<l  is  lovt  :"  and 
•ou)  bo  no  longer  pot  to  read  the  love  of  God  in  his  name  i 
Moaes  wm  when  the  Highl  of  his  face  could  not  yet  be  obta 
vd;)  shall  not  need  to  npell  it  by  letters  and  syllahU-<i ;  but 
hold  it  in  his  veiy  nature  itself,  iuid  see  how  ultimately  easeol 
it  is  to  the  dirine  Being !  how  glorious  will  this  appearaneal 
God  lie,  ( wo  now,  hear  something  of  the  glory  of  his  ^ace  Ef 
I.  C.)  and  how  satisfying  the  tuition  of  that  glory  !  Now  is 
proper  season  fur  ihe  lull  exercise  and  discovery  of  love.  T 
day  hath  been  long  expected,  and  lo,  now  it  is  dawned  upon 
ilwakening  sotil ;  il  t.i  now  callcil  forth  ;  its  senses  unlM>u»d; 
il«  [towers  inspirited,  on  pnr]K»)c,  for  lovo<vtsions  and  enjd 
ineiils ;  il  is  now  lo  take  its  fill  of  lo\-es.  Tho  a|>ostle's  extat 
prayer  is  now  answered  to  the  htgheat  degree  postible  with 
pi»rl  to  such  a  one.  Kph.  3.  16.  17.  IH.  19.  lie  is  now,  apc< 
ding  to  Ihe  riches  of  divine  glon,-,  sliengthened  with  tnighl,  by  t| 
Spirit,  in  the  inner  man — lo  comprehend  with  all  saintii,  whatj 
iha  breadth,  and  length,  and  depth,  and  height  ;  lo  know  tb 
lore  that  passelh  knowtcdgc  Sec.  He  shall  now  no  longer  i  . 
amaxcfl,  spemhng  h).4  gueiisrs,  what  manner  of  love  this  shoi 
be ;  and  exiiecling  fuller  discoverie.i,  further  effect'*  of  il,  ll 
did  not  yet  ap^M^.ir:  hut  sees  Ihe  utmost,  all  that  his  soul 
bear,  or  wish  to  see,  I)e  hath  now  (raced  home  the  rivull 
lo  iheirfountsin,  the  beams  to  the  very  sun  of  love.  He 
got  tbo  prospect,  at  last,  in  that  heart,  where  the  great  lhoagl| 
of  love  were  lodged  from  everlasling;  where  all  its  counsels  i 
deoigns  were  foimed.  He  sees  what  tnttdo  God  becomo  a  man] 
what  elolhvd  a  Deity  with  human  flesh  ;  what  made  clGrnity 
rame  tho  birth  of  iiijie(when  come  lo  its  parturient  full 
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4.4.)what  moved  the  heart  of  tlie  SonorOodtoptlclihiiu- 
1e  among  men  ;  what  engaged  liim  to  the  eDteT|)iizR  of  re- 
_  »iDnOT«;  wliat  moved  him  so  earnest);  to  contest  with  a 
perWiiiig  worlii,  led  him  .it  but  to  the  cross,  mode  him  content  to 
lirvomir  a  sarrilio;  In  ftw),  h  s}>eclncU'  to  aiii;cls  ami  men,  in  a  bit- 
Itr  reproni^hfiil  dt:aih,  inllit^tcd  by  Ihu  Mic.ntegtoiiH  hands  of  those 
whom  be  wa.1  all  ihiit  while  dc:ti^iini;  to  save.  The  amazed  soul 
BOW  sees  into  the  bottom  of  (his  design ;  under»t»nda  why  itself 
Was  not  m^de  a  prey  to  divine  revenge  :  whence  it  was,  thut  it 
perished  not  in  its  enmity  a^ninst  Cod  ;  that  be  was  not  provoked 
by  the  obstinacy  of  its  disobedience,  and  mahco  of  its  un)>eltef,  be- 
yond the  pOMibihly  of  an  atonement ;  why  he  so  long  sutfered  its 
itijutiuus  negleclsof  him,  and  unkind  rcpuUva  of  a  merciful  Sa- 
viour; and  persuadt-d,  till  at  loat  hc  overcame,  mode  the  averse 
heart  yield,  ihe  careless  disaffected  mul  c^y  out,  "  \Vherc  is  my 
God  ?"  Now  a  Christ  or  I  perish !  Ail  (his  is  now  lesolved  into 
k>ve :  and  the  adoring  soul  sees  how  well  the  effects  agree  to 
their  cjiuse,  and  are  owned  by  it.  Nothing  but  heaven  itself  that 
jivM  the  sense,  can  give  the  notion  of  this  pleasure. 

Fourthly.  Xor  will  the  glory  of  holine*is  bo  less  resplendent  ;- 
Ibat  great  allributc  which  oven  in  s  remote  descent  from  its  ori' 
giaal,  is  frequently  mentioned  with  the  adjunct  of  beauties.  Psal. 
110.  3.  &c.  What  loveliness  will  those  beauties  add  to  Ibia 
Ueaaed  &ee  !  Not  here  to  tnsisl  (which  is  besides  my  purjMse) 
npon  the  various  notions  of  holiness:  real  holinei>a  Scripture 
Males  in  purity,  (?.  ('or.  7.  I.)  an  alienation  from  sin  :  it  issetin 
apposition  lo  all  filihiness,  to  all  moral  impurity ;  and  in  that  no- 
tion it  hest  agrees  to  (iod  ;  and  comprenends  his  rightcousncsa 
uid  veracity,  and  indeed,  whatever  we  can  conceive  in  him,  un- 
irr  the  nolion  of  a  moral  excellency.  This  may  therefore  be 
Mylcdii  tranwcndcnliil  attribute,  that  as  it  were  runs  through  the 
real,  and  i-3S<4  a  glury  upon  every  one  ;  it  is  an  attribute  of  attri- 
boles.  'I"hose  .ire  fit  predications,  holy  power,  holy  truth,  holy 
tove,  fcc.     And  so  it  is  the  very  lustre,  and  glory  of  bis  other 

rfeelions;  he  is  glorious  in  holiness.  Exod.  15.  II.  Hence  in 

ifors  of  greatest  moment,  he  is  sometimes,  brought  in  vwear- 
ing  by  his  holiness,  Fsal.  S9.  &o.  Amos.  M.  (which  he  is  not 
»ont  to  do  by  any  one  single  attrihule,)  as  though  it  was  an  ad- 
mfuaUor  eonceplaa,  a  /tiller  exprtssion  of  himself,  than  any  of 
(he  rest. 

What  is  of  so  great  an  account  witli  him,  will  not  be  of  least 
account  with  his  holy  ones,  when  they  apjwar  in  his  glorious 
preaoneo.  Their  own  holiness  is  a  conformity  to  his ;  the  like- 
aiMi  of  it.  Ami  as  their  hcholdiog  it,  forms  (hem  into  that  like- 
mm;  w  that  likeness  mokes  them  cu)>al>le  of  beholding  it  with 

ftallure.     Divine  hoUness  doth  now,  more  ravish  than  atTright. 
is  hath  been  the  language  of  sinful  dust.     Who  can  stand  be* 
(■r«  liuB  holy  God?  (t.Sam.  6.)  whea  holiness  iulh  apfwared 
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ai-in«d  willi  terrors,  giiardud  uilh  flatoc!!,  am)  ll>c  divine  mnjes^ 
been  reprosentwl  as  n  constiming  fire.  Siicli  appreliensiDiM 
snd  guilt  naturiUI}-  beget :  tlie  sintn^ru  of  Sioii  ivcre  afraid.  Bv 
w>  far  as  the  new  man  i»  put  on,  created  after  tiod,  and  they,  wl 
were  darkness,  are  made  light  in  the  Lord,  he  is  not  iiadcr  at 
notion  more  acceptable  to  them,  than  as  he  is  the  holy  on( 
They  love  his  law,  because  holy  ;  and  love  each  other,  bucaui 
holy;  and  hate  themselves,  bcraUKC  ihey  nre  no  more  »o.  Hd 
lincHS  hath  tlill  a  pleading  ii.>p<.:ct  when  ihey  find  it  in  an  onli- 
nance,  meet  it  in  a  dabhnth  :  every  glimpse  of  it  is  lo%'ely.  Hii 
witli  ivhat  Ittumptis  hath  the  holiness  of  God  himself  been  ee 
lebrated  even  by  saints  on  earth  ?  Who  is  a  God  like  unto  the^ 
glorious  in  holiness  !  There  is  none  holy  as  the  Lord,  for  thei) 
IS  none  besides  thee.  Sing  unto  the  Lord,  all  ye  9ainl»  of  hir 
and  give  thaitks  at  the  remembrance  of  hi*  bolincM.  Exod.  H 
II.  I.  Ban.  i.  i.  Psal.  30.  -1.-97.  12.  What  thoughts  will  th( 
have  of  it,*  when  their  eyes  can  hehold  that  glory  ;  when  the 
immediately  look  on  the  archetypal  holiness,  of  which  tiieir  ov 
is  but  the  image  ;  and  can  view  Ihat  glorious  pattern,  they  wei 
•0  long  in  framing  to  ?  How  joyfully  will  they  then  fall  in  wit 
the  rc»[  of  the  heavenly  host ;  and  join  in  the  same  adoratic 
and  praise,  in  the  same  acclamation,  and  triumphant  Holy,  hoi] 
holy.  Lord  God  of  Sabaotb !  How  unconrcivalile  i:«  the  pleasur 
of  iliis  btgbt  ;  when  the  a>*  uiVov,  Ibc  first  pulchritude,  the  or 
gbal  beauty  oflers  itttelf  to  view  !  Holiness  is  intellectual  hea 
ty :  divine  holinc!<»  is  the  most  perfect  and  the  measure  of 
other:  and  what  i«  the  pleasure  and  satisfaction,  of  which 
apeak,  but  the  perfection  and  rest  of  tove  ?  Now  love,  as  lovt 
respects  and  connotes,  a  pulchritude  in  its  object.  Max.  Tj 
dissert.  II.  And  then  the  most  perfect  pulchritude,  the  inet 
blc,  and  immortal  pulchritude,  thut  cannot  he  declared  by  wore 
or  ween  with  eyes,  ( they  are  a  heathen's  expressions  eoncernin 
it, )  how  can  it  but  perfectly,  and  eternally  please  and  sntiaff 
Ibid. 

And  we  are  told  by  the  great  Pagan  theologue.f  in  what  slat 
we  can  have  the  felicity  of  that  spectacle.     Xot  in  our  preset 

*  Si  rrgo  [nilrhntudo  divina  nandnm  n*a,  iird  «>lam  erciiiia  M  tipnri 
tantum  ijpjnm  druidprii  i-xcitut:  Uuiil  laci«l  cum.  remote  »cli>,  iit  cut  m  i 
conepicitiir?  Oianiiio  id  faciei  iii  lonvnuvoliiptaiisillius  in^brisii, nF<{U(M 
limufi,nei|ue  pos«imiiK,  vfllnt]  punrninili^niporii^odiloiiabra  ilivcrtr-n^ :  illba 
iho  divine  briiuiy,  whiln  not  aa  yet  sfun,  but  only  brlievpii  ond  hoprdjfor,  ci 
cilea  ■ucji  n  flame  (if  deairu  atlvi  it,  whnt  niil  be  its  tifli^cl,  wh«n  Ibv  vail  twill 
dravru  audr,  it  ittiall  be  liiimrdJAtely  nnd  dtniDcUy  p^rrcii'oil '  Cvrtainlj 
will  alTecl  us  widi  ■urh  mi  inloxirRlion  of  dcti)[ht,  thai  vm  ithalt  tiniher  t 
willing  onr  able,  er^n  for  a  aingk  moment,  lu  divvrl  our  ntii-ntioii  (ram 
ReibLmnine  on  the  asct'iit  of  (he  mind  to  Ood. 

I  Plato  in  Plindn  piuwini.    (ThoiiKb  he  tbcre  ■pcoka  tlicwi  liiinipi  as 
nifmoiraor  hi*  vijtpoiieil  pre-<ixin«iii  »oid.) 
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ImSm  ;  when  we  have,  imlcH,  biil  obscure  repress  illations,  of 
tauch  tilings  as  are,  with  soul*  of  hitcliost  cxcclk-nc^-  :  But  when 
bee  are  asiiociatcd  to  the  f.'oiia:!!  ^t^r>  hUased  tfuire  :  when  we  are 
Melivered  from  Ihe  body,  ( which  we  now  earry  about,  i^fU  rfrm,  ' 
ll*  the  oyster  doth  its  aheU.  When  we  are  no  longer  sensible  of 
Bhc  evils  of  lime.  When  we  wholly  apply  ourselves  to  that 
BU4!**cd  vi.sion  ;  arc  admitted  to  Ihc  beholding  of  the  simple  per- 
lluaitonl  sitchls;  and  behold  ibem,  beinj;  ourselves  pure,  in  the 
Mure  light  :  then  have  we  the  view  of  the  iv  aiyg  infttf?,  miagM 
Hmk,  "liXXis  iMn^finy  bright  shining  pulclitHtuIe,  ^c.  " 

I  [i.J  Itis  an  entire  or  united  glory.  We  have  somclhingof  the 
[llrta«  gU>ry  shining,  now  upon  us :  but  the  many  interpositions 
naijic  a  various  refraction  of  its  light.  Wo  have  but  its  di^pers- 
wpA  ray»,  ils  scattered,  dishevelled 'beams:  we  nhall  then hsvc  >l 
nericci  and  full.  It  is  ihe  eternal  i;lory  we  iirc  hcrealtcMo  be- 
Bald.  Eternity  (as  the  notion  of  it  is  wont  lobe  Mated)  is  a 
Uaritioii  thai  excludes  both  succession,  and  end.  And  if  it  be  an 
UnMcceiisive  duration,  (though  it  is  more  difficult  to  apprehend 
uow  the  being  or  enjoyments  of  a  creature  can  come  under  ihatM 
men  sti  rati  on,  or  how  there  can  he  any  such)  the  glory  presented' 
m  thr  view  of  a  blessed  soul,  cannot  be  presented  by  piirccis, 
Ikut  at  once.  jfCternita-i  est  intenninahUis  trilir  loin  simul  el  per- 
tfNia  poaxesaio:  eltrnily  is  the  houmlle-vt,  aimutluneoua,  perfect 
uontvtion  <;/'  life.  Botlh.  In  our  temporary  stale,  while  we  are 
nnder  the  measure  of  time,  we  are  nol  capable  of  the  fuUiess  of 
ulMMdoGM,  or  misery  ;  for  time  eiusts  not  all  together,  but  by 
Mart*.  And  indeed  we  can  neither  enjoy,  nor  MjQcr  more,  at 
WKC)  Ihan  can  be  cotnpasMd  within  one  moment ;  for  no  more 
Rxislfl  together.  Rut  our  relation  to  eternity  (according  lo  this 
notion  of  it)  will  render  the  s^me  invariable  appearance  of  glory, 
plwaya  presentaneous  to  us,  in  the  entire  fulness  of  it.  We  read 
Bodeed  (I  Tbes.  3.  10.)  of  certain  ir'fifw"  «'t-^"f,  ti/terings  of 
yttith  (as  it  may  be  significantly  enough  rendered,  let  but  th« 
boTclty  of  the  espre^ion  be  pardoned),  things  lacking  we  read 
M  :  but  there  will  be  here  no  J?-j»j;tK.Ta  ii^,  afieringa  of  glory.  ^ 
roliai  ift  pcrfi^ct  admits  no  increase  ;  it  is  already  full :  and,  why  ^ 
uhimld  not  a  full  glory  satisfy  ^  There  is  here  no  expectation  of 
Hgreater)  future,  to  ahale  the  pleasure  of  present  discoveries. 
tWhr  thercfcire  shall  not  this  satisfaction  be  conceived  full  and 
kerlcct  ?  ll  must  be  the  fulness  of  joy. 

r  [3.]  It  ■•  permanent  glory ;  a  never  fading. unwithcring  glory, 
■  iii.*ni  III  ei^ijovfn.  I  Pet.  1.  4.)  glory  that  will  never  be  sullied, 
br  obscured,  never  be  in  a  declination.  This  blesed  face  never 
krowB  old  ;  never  any  wrinkle  hath  place  in  it.  It  is  the  clcmal 
Borv,  %  Cor.-I.  17.  2  Tim.  2.  10.  I  Pet.  5.  IO.(in  the  olher  part 
rof  the  notion  of  eternity),  as  it  imports  an  endless  dtirulion, 
neither  subject  to  decay,  in  itself,  nor  to  injury,  or  impairment 
Irota  without.    K*  stable  as  the  divine  Beiog;  Thy  God,  thy 
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glory ;  tho  Lord  thy  everiasting  li);hl ;  Iss.  60.  19.     If  tliathtti 
a  true  wnso  with  icspect  to  any  of  the  vhiirdi  militant  on  eartl ^ 
it  must  nc«<l8  linvc  a  more  full  sfn-it;  in  rvfei-vnce  to  it  tiiiimph- 
lag  in  heaven.     As,  ihrrefore,  full  uiilire  glory  alTorda  fulness  of_ 
joy  i  perinaiicnl,  cvcrUsling  glury   uHoixls  pleasures  for  eve 
more.  Pnl.  16.  II. 

[4.]  An  approprLtte  glory,  even  to  thcin  it  is  so :  a  glor 
wherein  tbcy  are  really  interested.  Il  is  the  glory  of  their  GoOf- 
and  their  linppiness  is  designed  to  thorn  from  it.  They  are  not 
unconcerned  in  il,  as  the  glory  of  God.  It  r^innot  hut  he  gral 
ful  to  them  to  hehold  the  shining  f;\oty  of  their  God;  wIk 
tliey  fearetl  and  served  before  wliile  they  eould  have  do  i 
sight  of  him.  Tlut  glorj'  of  his  was  once  under  a  cloud,  ieoi 
cealed  fron)  the  world,  wrapt  lip  in  ohscuiity :  it  now  hreaks  tlie 
cloud  aud  justifiea  the  fear  and  reverence  of  his  faithful  aud 
loyal  servants,  against  atheistical  rebels,  that  feared  him  Dot.  Il 
is  infinitely  nleasing  to  see  him  now  eo  glorious,  nhom  they 
thouglit  to  hove  a  glory  hcyond  nil  their  conceptions  before; 
while  others  would  not  think  so  of  him,  hut  judged  il  safe  to 
slight,  anil  set  him  at  nought.  Kuhjecls  Mmre  in  ihe-ir  prinee'c 
glory,  children  in  (heir  falhei's.  Hut  besides  that  collateral  ii>> 
tcrcst,  that  interest  by  reflection,  they  have  a  more  direct  in- 
tcrest  in  this  glory.  A  true  and  real  right :  upon  a  manifold 
title,  the  father's  gift,  son's  purchase,  Holy  Ghost's  obsignation, 
and  earnest ;  the  promises,  tender  ;  their  faith's  acceptance  ;  their 
fore-runner's  prepossttasiun  ;  yea,  it  is  their  inheriilancc ;  (  Rom. 
8.  IT.)  they  arc  children,  and  thcrcforv  hoirii,  heint  of  God,  and 
joint-heiri  with  Christ,  to  the  aame  glory  with  him,  (eh.  lA.  7.) 
They  are,  by  him,  receivci)  to  the  glory  of  God,  called  to  h^^ 
kingdom  and  glory.  1.  Thes.  S.  1^.  Will  it  not  contribute  e^^| 
ceedingly  to  their  satisfaction,  when  they  shall  look  upon  this  • 
glory,  not  as  unconcerned  sgiectalors,  but  as  interested  persons  ? 
This  is  my  h.ip|)itiess,  tu  hchuld  and  enjoy  this  Messed  God; 
What  a  rapturous  expression  is  thnt,  God  our  own  G«d  »li 
bless  us;  and  that,  Thy  Cod  thy  glory !  (Psal.  67.  (i.)  Uf 
interest  in  God,  follows  their  inlereM  in  his  glory  and  lileitse 
ness:  which  is  so  much  the  dearer,  and  more  Taluahle,  as  it 
theirs:  their  gloty  from  their  God.  They  shall  he  blessed 
God,  their  own  God ;  drink  waters  out  of  their  own  well,  f  lo'j_ 
endearing  a  thing  is  propriety  ?  Another  man's  son  is  ingenious, 
comely,  perMnabte,  this  may  bo  a  matter  of  envy ;  but  mine  uw 
is  M,  iJiis  is  a  joy.  1  rcud  in  the  life  of  a  devout  nobleman 
France,  (Mon»icurde  Kenti,)  that  receiving  a  letter  from 
frioml,  in  which  were  inserted  ihe^  words,  Oeiut  metu,  el  om- 
nia: my  (inil,and  mtf  all;  he  thus  lelurns  hark  to  him, 
know  not  what  your  intent  was,  to  put  into  your  letter  the: 
words,  Deua  mcua,  el  oinitia ;  Mtf  God^  and  hii/  alt ;  only  you 
inritc  mc  thereby  to  return- the  same  to  you,  aud  to  all  creaturcsi 
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Mj  (hi,  and  inj  all;  my  God,  and  my  (ill;  my  God,  niul  my 
all ;  If  perhaps  you  lake  this  for  your  moilu,  and  use  it  to  ex- 
nreu  how  full  your  Iiearl  is  of  it ;  think  you  it  po»siMc,  I  should 
m  tUcot  upon  such  an  invitation,  aiid  not  vxpress  my  venire 
Ikereof?  Lilcvwise,  be  it  known  unto  you  ther^fon;,  that  ho  is 
iny  God,  and  my  all;  and  if  you  doubt  of  it,  I  shall  speak  it  a 
Iiundrud  times  over.  1  shall  add  no  more;  for  nny  (liing  cbc  is 
•upcrfluous,  to  him  thni  is  truly  penetrated  with  iny  tiod,  and  my 
all:  I  Icare  you  titcrefurc  in  thitt  haj>py  state  of  jubilation ;  aiid 
«mjitr«  you,  to  beg  for  me,  of  (!o(l,  the  solid  sense  of  these 
words,"  and  do  wc  think,  My  tiod,  niid  my  all;  or  my  Ood  and 
my  (ilory,  will  hare  lost  its  emphasis  in  hbavoii  ^  or  lliul  it  will 
I  be  less  aigni6cant  among  aMalced  souls ?  These  things  concur 
I  thcD,  concerning  the  object:  it  ia  most  excellent,  even  divine, 
kC(Uire,  pcnaancjit,  aod  theirs  :  bow  can  it  but  MtisfyT 


CHAPTER  VI. 

What  Ike  viwMi  of  G»d>  Aire  ruiiinliiiteti  lo  tliQ  rouI's  ratififaftion  ectimn- 
(9.)  From  Uio  miniidi^raliun  of  tlir  iii*t  of  vuian  intrlf.     Wlirrrin  thU 
aaqMUM*  that  of  anute.     A  comparisuii  piirauiij  inore  nt  lnr)[c    [1] 
I  thialuluitlmi  aiirf  (liMiMirsf.     {"i]   Ufiinocn  it  unci  liiilli.    Tltia  tntui- 
B  More  abMfcltoly  cociHiIcn'il :  hn  rlini-nruTii,  mill  wlial  ibry  rontnbtiw  to 
r  MliafiKtiiMi  of  tbc  NiNMvd  hquI:  Tliitt  it  u  (iiumd))  vlSuiuiulu,  comiiro- 
air«,  fixed,  m{>])rtipriiuive> 

( I )  The  act  of  vision  or  intuition  Jtsolf.     How  grcal  Ihc  plea- 
will  be  that  accrues  to  the  blessed  from  this  sifcht  of  God's 
is  very  much  also  lo  bo  estimated  from  the  nature  of  the 
'as  well  OS  Ihe  cxccllcney  of  the  ohjert.     Inagmmeii  as  every 
ital  act  is  pleasant,  the  most  perfect  act  of  the  noblest  faculty 
the  boul,  must  needs  be  attended  with  highest  |)leasure.     It 
a  pleasure  tliat  most  nearly  intimates  diviiic  pleasure.     And 
ivery  thing  is  more  perfect,  as  it  more  nearly  appioocbes  divine 
foetioDs.*     Intellectual  pleasuie  is  as  much  nutdcr  than  (hat 
MWK,  as  an  tmmorlal  spirit  is  more  noble  ihnn  a  clod  of  earth. 
The  pleasure  of  mosc  is  drossy,  feculeni,  the  pU-jisure  of  the 
liiid  n-li(ied  and  pure;  that,  is  faint  and  languid,  this,  lively 
«d  vigorous;  ihat,  scant  and  limited,  this,  ample  and  enlarged; 
il,  temporary  and  fadiug,  thijt  dutablc  and  permanent ;  thai. 


*ItM  mai  Mrftctkira  vet  impcribctiorcs  proui  A  nimma  pcrfbctionc  mnftis 
fy  bUibA  aatsduirt.  All  ililnga  an  mora  or  l<^m  prrtbctii)  proponion  oa 
iksj  mon  or  less  lumriy  ai'proaeii  lo  tlic  suiircmi!  pcrlbction. 
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flult;,  GUperficial,  this,  solid  and  (nlense  ;  that,  raving  and  dU- 
(rncted,  this,  calm  iind  composed.*  Whence  even  that  great  tw 
(lutcd  setisu^liKt,  F.pifuitis  liimself,  professedly  disclaims  or  iq 
teprcMntvd  t.i  discluiiiiiiig,  tlie  conceit  of  pLncing  happiness  is 
sensual  delidits. 

And  as  Ine  pleasure  of  intcllpclion  excels  all  the  pleasure 
srnsc  ;  sn  doth  (he  pleasure  of  intuition,  excel  all  other  intellect^ 
ual  pleasure.     Let  us  to  (his  purpose,  but  consider,  gcDcralljrJ 
this  way  of  knowing  thiof^S)  and  compare  it  with  ihoiic  two  oUtaf 
WHVS,  liy — discourse  and  liy  faitli. 

[l.]  By  discourse.  I  mean  (that  1 1>e  not  mistaken  by  llil 
vulgar  reader)  (hi;  dtscflur&e  of  the  mind  or  ratiociiiattnii;  ihi 
way  of  iittiiinidg  the  knowledge  of  things,  by  comparing  ont 
thing  with  another,  considering  their  mutual  reta(ions,  connei 
ions,  dependencies ;  and  so  arguing  ou(,  wha(  was  more  doub 
ful  and  obscure,  from  what  was  more  known  and  evident.  Ttj 
the  altogether  unlearned  It  will  hardly  be  conceivable;  and  to^ 
the  learned  il  need  not  be  (old  hnw  high  a  grntific.-ilton  (his  cra- 
jiloyinent  of  his  reason  naturally  yields  to  ihp  mind  of  a  man  ; 
when  the  haimouious  contexture  of  truths  with  truths;  the  apt 
coincidence,  the  secret  links  and  junctures  of  coherFcnt  notions, 
arc  clearly  discerned;  when  effects  are  traced  up  lo  their  cau> 
ses;*  properties  lodged  in  their  native  subjects;  things  sifted 
lo  their  principles.  What  a  pleasure  ts  il,  when  a  man  shall  ap^j« 
prchend  himself  regularly  led  on  ( though  but  by  a  Mender  lhrea^| 
of  discourse)  through  the  l.ibvrinths  of  nature;  when  slill  new 
discoveries  are  successfully  made,  every  further  inquiry  ending 
in  a  further  prospect,  and  every  new  scene  of  things  entertain- 
ine  the  mind  with  a  fresh  delight!  How  many  have  sulTered  a 
ybiuntary   banishment  from  the  world,  as  if  ihcy  were  wholly 


f 


*Poi.  Molli).  dc  coguitione  nci.  8eo  Culvf>rw«l  of  the  liglit  of  nMai«i 
iqwMking  (m  I  remwnilwr)  to  diis  purpone,  c,  17.  Qinviti-B  i;i  ciiiii  uiiiircne 
roiuptatem  Iimub  rtta>  <aw  finem  dldmiu ;  looge  |>tulrcto  nlwiumisi,  ui  on* 
roiu]itatos  tp'iB  mint  vJmnim  Iuku  dittlucritlum,  aut  aliariim  eiiam,  quatciiua 
MMCtantur  in  IpM  moiiunn,  Aciioiicvr  r'niciuh:  qua  nlmirum  senstia  jucumle 
*atildKirqu«  alBcilur,  tnloIli)piniiia;  vi-liill  qiiiilain  rtrirt  ifrnonuitiM,  aut  a  notri* 
diittnitkriitcs,  lul  iilioi|iiiti  u<li'L'rniirii  niw  muk-  nfit'ctl,  inti'rpn:Uuilur;  aej  U- 
lud  (lualatnl  fut  r«s  ilvnnn  dir'Aiiir)  inlelliginiHH;  iicti  ilcilen*  cur^Mre ;  aiilmo 
non  pcrtiitbnri;  tvhrrplbir  ivliilo  wc  xnT  in  fjirnnral,  tlini  plfutitini  ■«  iliir  end 
of  ■  well  Kpirnt  lifr,  wc  are  vet}'  liir  from  niratiinjc  Ilini  plcnfiui!  whii^'li  ■« 
Otgoynl  only  tiy  |>i'[3oiis  uf  hixiiriailB  uod  <liMulut('  LnliilA,  or  liy  ollicn>  ontv 
RO  luiig  as  they  Brp  in  the  very  net  orlnstnnt  orgraiitiralion — a  )ile)unire  wliicli 
eoutiisR  in  thn  Tolnpiiiau*  amotion  of  ifif  tmaQs;  [thoiieh  lliis  ie  tho  UCfl 
which  M>nir,  wlvihi-r  ftom  i|piamncc,  puiy  iipmt  or  ill-will,  ^vo  our  syMainl 
hut  weni«aii  an  ban  bi-i-n  njif  b«furc,  ibe  IK'nlom  of  ih«  boifv  from  pain  ana 
the  miad  tVoin  |v>rtiirbfttii>ii.  Gaswiid:  Syuuij;.  I'liilus  £j<icur:  See  hia 
epistle  to  Manoceus  in  D.  Lacn. 


•  Felii;  qui  potuit  reroin  connosccra  caAni:  hi^py  the  nun  who  can  trace 
the  oOi-cts  of  thiuga  lo  tlicir  cauata. 
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'  Rntngtifft,  and  unrelated  to  it :  rcjcclod  the  blandi^mcnls  of 
'»en9e;  nvacerAted  Ihemsetvc.t  witti  unweftrifti)  studies,  Tor  this 
|ile>sure;  makiag  lli«  ease  and  health  of  llicir  bodies,  to  eive 
place  (o  the  content  and  eatisfactton  of  their  minds !  Rtil  how 
[mui^h  intuition  hath  the  advantage,  above  this  way  of  knowledge, 
lliajr  be  ttPt-n  in  thcso  two  obvious  respects. 

Fimt.  It  is  A  more  facile  way  of  knowing.     fHcre  is  do  need 
a  hu»y  search,  a  iircr^ome  indii^niion,  (ihc  difficulty'  whereol 
lakes  the  nore  slothful,  rather  iriiM  ibiin  try)  a  chaining  lo-e- 
Ver  of  consequences.     The  soul  hath  itN  clothing  ( itw  vestment 
'  light )  upon  as  cheap  terms  as  the  lilies  theirs ;  doth  neither 
lloU  nor  spin  for  it :  and  yet  Solomon,  in  all  the  glory  of  hit* 
acd  wisdom,  was  not  arrayed  like  it.     This  knowled};e  saves 
[dw  oxponsc  of  study  ;  is  inHluntancous,  not  successive.     Tlift 
[itil  now  teeJ  mor«)  at  one  view,  in  a  moment,  than  before  in  a 
life's  lime :  as  a  man  hath  a  spccitier,  and  more  grateful  prospect 
[of  a  plcasaiit  country,  by  plncing  himself  in  some  commodious 
lualion,  that   commands  the    whole   region,  than   by  travelling 
llirougti  it.     It  is  no  pains  to  look  upon  what  olTei-s  itself  to  my 
eye.     Where  there  is  a  continued  series  of  consequences,  that  ■ 
be  nalurallj  connected,  the  soul  plc^aiiiijly  observes  ibis  contin- 
uity ;  but  views   the  whole  frame,  the  whole  length  of  the  line, 
U  onco  ( so  far  as  its  limited  capacity  can  extend )  and  needs  not 
diacuM  every  p«rticlc,  sov^^rnlly,  in  this  series  o(  truths,  and 
proceed  gradatim,  from  the  linowlcdgc  of  one  truth  to  another ; 
in  which  case  only  one,  at  uncc,  would  he  present  to  iu  view. 
Il  tees  things  that  are  connected,  not  because  they  arc  so:  at- 
fUt  ul  hnmini  sfdenti  ad  liptiin  ^(fuminis,  sola  aqua  prescna  tat 
fua  fi  h(K  tempofia  punclulo  obsrrvatur ;  culem  ttro  hominiy 
toltan  fiunun  prtaenBtsaeit  si  supra  sun\mo»iatri»rtsionem  tree- 
Aa,  uno  asptclu  /oatem  el  oatium  flitminia  poastt  aspieere:  Ita 
\toUo  Dti^  S(e,a»a  man,  convenicnUy  ptactd  in  totne  eminent 
ilaUon,  mag  pmMly  see,  at  one  vifiv,  all  th«  succt/tsirt.  pttrU  of 
i  gUding  Hream  :  but  he  that  »H»  by  the  water's  side,  tu)t  chang- 
L  JBf  his  plac«y  MM  lk«  aanu  parts,  only  bet-auxe  (hey  svccttti : 
[mef /A«M  that  pats,  make  uvty  for  them  that  follow,  to  comet 
his  eye  ;  so  doth  a  learned  man  descriiie  the  unsucetssive 
■Iwlge  af  God ;  of  which  the  glorilied  souls  way  of  know- 
n^,  is  an  imitation ;  as  the  very  words   seeing  sim)  beholding 
[(which  it  is  m>  frequently  set  forth  by  in  scripture)  do  naturally 
~  Bport.     Vet  that,  as  to  them,  all  ratiocination  nball  be  excluded 
It  state,  I  see  no  reason  to  admit  ;  though  with  Clod  it  can  havo 
place.     And  as  he  is  reckoned  to  li>c  a  plcaaanter  life,  tlutt 

tNomtutli  uylio  ioTiMixnnilie  vrriuiis,  cuililtet  oiiliiioni  potIii)>  ip>*vi  sim!- 
Dbutit:  iguaiD  in  rxploranda  verilaic,  p<^r<inin"i  diliprtiiin,  iii-reevrrtjv  *o- 
1 1  iheT*  are  wtn*  un-'n  who  ftoin  ihn  liifiirnllT  «X  itiTcirtipiting  mith,  ii»- 
sMiy  fall  111  wtili  any  aeBlimcni  proposM  m  ihvm,  rarh^r  ilian  penenre  ia 
I  iwwdt  witli  a  daumiiDcd  diiigciicr.    Min  :  Ftlix  Oct.  0. 
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ends  upon  ft  pleiilirnl  c)il»tc;  t)uui  be  tlmt  gels  hU  breikd  bj 
ific  sweat  of  liis  l>rowtt:  so  Ihia  more  easy  way  <>r  knowing,  nui 
nc«<lf(  l>e  reckoned  rl)o^^  pleasiiig.  This  kiiawlcdge  is  as  Ja 
cob's  venifuii,  not  limited  for  but  brought  to  haiid.  The  nee  ~ 
not  here  to  the  swilt.  The  unlearned  iiteot  knows  as  much 
the  profouiidest  Rabbi  (at  least  with  us  much  satisfaction ; )  and 
all  arms  are  of  an  equal  size;  or  are  conlcnl  with  their  own 
measure- 

Sfcon<llf .  It  is  more  certain.     For  what  do  we  une  fo  rcekoi 
go  cerlain  as  what  wc  sec  with  our  eyes }     Belter  (even  in  thil 
fHpcct)  is  the  »if;ht  or  the  eyes,  than  the  wandering  of  the  dc 
ffre.     While  here,  the  mind  is  carried,  with  most  earnest  desire^l 
to  pursue  knowledge,  it  very  ollcn  mistakes  its  way,  and  misera-J 
biy  wanders.     In  our  most  wary  raliocinniions,  we  many  tii 
shoot  at  rovers  :  hut  when  wo  know  by  this  vtaion,  our  maik 
immediately  presented  to  our  eye-     Wc  arc  in  danger  to  he  ini'l 
puscd  upon  by  delusive  appcarancca  of  things.     We  look  (hrougbj 
^VU  no  fallacious  mediums,  arc  held  in  do  sitspcosc  ;  puzzled  wit' 

I  no  doubt.t,  whether  ^ueh  consequences  will  hold,  such  concla>1 
,  siona  be  rightly  inferred  ;  and  so  are  not  retarded  fioia  giving  •) 
present  unwavering  assent,  llei-e  are  no  perplexing  intricacie 
no  dubious  halluciniitions,  or  uncertain  guesses.  We  see  ihingSfl 
as  they  are,  by  a  simple  and  undeceiving  light,  with  both  sub- j 
jeciive,  and  oujoctivc  certainty,  bciqg  socuic  both  from  doubt, j 
and  error. 
[2.]  Faith.  Ilovr  magnificent  things  doth  scripture  speak 
this  grace !  which  the  experience  also  of  such  as  hai-e  been  wont 
to  live  hy  it  (that  is  (o  make  it  the  governing  pnni-iple  of  their 
lives)  doth  abundantly  confirm.  How  clear  are  its  up|>rebeii- 
I  ^on»!  it  in  the  rKiyy.v  (Heb.  11.1.)  evidence  of  things  not  see*: 
how  sweet  its  enjoyments  !  whom  not  seeing  ye  lore ;  and  thouEb 
now  ye  sec  him  not,  yet  believing,  ye  rejoice,  with  joy  unspcut- 
able,  and  full  nf  einry.  I.  Pet.  1.  6.  Even  the  heathen  theolo- 
gy hath  magnilied  it  above  knowledge,  "What  is  it  (Kiilh  one) 
that  unites  tiit  with  the  self-goodneas,  and  so  joins  ua  thereto,  (hat 
ft  it  quiets  orgivc^  n'it  to  all  our  actions  and  motions-^  1  will  ei- 
press  it  in  one  word  ;  it  is  faith  itself,  which  unspeakably  anil 
after  a  hidden  manner,  doth  unite  and  conjoin  happy  souls  wilk 
the  self-good.  For  (soithhe)  it  concerns  us  not, either  in  away 
of  science,  t  vn^jftiw;,  Hi  ariXiit,  aXX'  triiti-nxi  iami;  rrj  ini^  O^"*!  ^'* 
or  itrilh  any  imperj'eclion,  to  inquire  after  the  f^ood ;  but  to  fc^ 
hi>td  oursftffJt  in  Ihe  (/irinc  light,  and  no  tkutling  our  rya,  toll 
placed  in  the  unknoion  and  xccrtt  unit}/ of  bangs.  ProcluMm 
Plat.  Theol.  And  a  later  writer  (Picus  Mirand.)  gives  us  this, 
as  a  conclusion  ft\>m  that  former  author,  that  as  faith,  which  is 
creduliiy,  is  below  science ;  so  that  faith,  which  is  truly  so  called, 
jjii  ^uper-stibstanlially,  above  science  and  inlcllij^nce,  irnme- 
diaioly  uniting  us  la  God.  Dut  it  is  evident,  intuitive  knowledge 
"*■  •exceeds  even  faith  also. 
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Fim,  It  is  more  dtstincl  and  clear. 
I bpcNi  report ;  (Im.  53.  I.)  Who  halh believed  our  rejwrl  ■>    Ani 
[tht/  an  more  getioral,  bniniid  apprehensions,  we  have  of  Ihiiiga 
[thia  wajr.     Faith  uiilcis  nt  the  car;  it  comes  br  hearing.     Rom. 
1 10.  17.     .\nd  if  we  compare  the  pcrrcjxions  of  those  two  exlet- 
>l  9enfie»,  tliat  of  hearing,  and  ni^ht :  (he  latter  is  uns{H.<nk<ibly 
are  clear  and  satisT^ing.     He  tli.tt  hath  knunleiigc  of  a  foreign 
nlr;,  only  by  report  of  another,  hath  \fry  jtidiiilinct  appre- 
asioiia  of  it,  in  comparison  of  him  who  hath  trax-elled  it  him- 
tU.     While  the  f]ucen  of  Shcba  only  heard  of  Solomon's  glory, 
h«  could  not  satisfy  herself,  without  an  u^tt^M  the  si^hl  of  her 
vn  eye  ;  nnd  when  sht;  wiw  it,  she  aailh,  the  one  half  was  not 
fa«r  of  what  she  now  b<.-held.     The  car  more  slowly  and 
Ituily  receives,  and  (he  tiitijcue  more  (tcfcclivciy  exprcsseato 
Iber,  an  account  of  things  :  thun  one's  ocular  inspection  would 
tfl  it  in.     But,  u  to  the  excellency  of  this  intuitive  knowlcdga 
iro  faith  ;  the  comparison  lies  not,  between  knowing  by  the 
tRtinislry  of  a  more  noble  sense,  and  a  less  noble  ;  but  knowing 
pf  dopondance  on  a  less  noble,  and  without  de|>cn<laiiee  upon 
ay  at  all.     When  God  hiith  been  pleased   to  alTord  discoveries, 
[  ii  that  way  of  vi&inn,  to  men  in  (he  body,  ( his  prophets,  &c, )  he 
Wth  asually  bound   up  their  senses,  by  aleep,  or  Iratxes ;  senM 
hath  had  no  put  or  lot  in  this  matter ;  unto  beliering  it  must  ne- 
rily  concur. 
Seeondly.  More  effective.     What  we  see,  even  with  our  fti- 
Tlunal  eye,  much  more  powerfully  moves  our  heart,  thiin  what 
'  ire  only  give  credit  to,  upon  henrsny.     The  ([ueen  of  Shebn  much 
idmired,  no  doubt,  Solomon*»  famed  splendor,  and  magnilicence, 
while  she  only  heard  of  it ;  but  when  she  saw  it,  it  puts  her  in- 
to aa  ecstacy  ;  It  ravished  away  her  soul ;  she  had  no  mote  spJriL 
be.     What  would  (he  sight  of  the  divine  glory  do,  if  God  did 
D0(  strengthen  with  all  might ;  were  there  not  as  well  gloriowi 
power  to  support,  as  powerful  glory  to  transform !  Job  had  heard 
of  God,  by  the  hearing  of  the  cat,  but  when  once  his  eye  saw 
kin,  (  wht-llier  (hat  were  by  the  appearance  of  any  sensible  glo- 
ry :  which  is  probable  enough,  for  it  \»  said,  the  Lord  answered 
Un  out  of  the  whirlwind :  or  whether  hv  a  more  immediate  re- 
rrUlion,  it  is  le.-is-malerial )  what  work  did  it  make  in  his  soul  I 
The  devils  believe,  and  tremble  ;  so  impressive  are  (he  nre-ap- 
prt  lie  unions  of  judgment  lo  come,  and  (ho  co»w<iuen(8  thereof, 
»nh  thrm  ;  yet  tlicir  present  lonncnt,  thence,  ia  no  torment,  in 
eeinpariaon  ( "  art  thou  come  to  torment  us  befoie  the  (irac  ?" )  of 
what  they  expect.     Let  wicked  men  consider  (his,  (they  will 
have  Ibeir  indittion  in  hell  loo;)  were  your  belief,  and  terror 
thereupon,  with  reference  (o  (he  eternal  judgment,  and  the  ira- 
pendent  wrath  of  God,  equal  to  what  the  devils  themselves  have, 
t^pOB  the  same  account ;  actual  sensation  will  make  you  more  ex- 
CMd  jmuBetves  in  point  of  misery,  than  (be  devils  do  now  exceed 
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you.  There  ia,  no  doubl,  a  proportionable  difference  hot 
the  JtnpreMions  of  present  failb,  and  future  vtBion  with  holy 
soula.  Now,  not  seeing,  yet  believing,  they  rejokc,  with  joy 
unspeakable.  Their  present  joy  c«nnol  be  ftpoken ;  their  rufiire 
then  cannot  he  Ihoii^hl !  Kx|wricnee  daily  lella  un ;  bovr  greatly, 
nensiblc,  prospnl  olijtTl*  luivo  the  advantage  upon  us,  beyond 
lliO!ie  lh»[  Arc.  spiriluiil  and  distant,  though  infinitely  more  exeel- 
Icnl  and  imporlanl.  When  the  tables  are  turned,  the  now-  sensi- 
ble things  disappear ;  a  new  scene  of  things  invisible  and  eter- 
nal, is  immediately  prcscntpd  to  our  view ;  when  the  excel- 
lency of  the  objects,  the  di«po8cdne9»  of  the  stibjeclii,  the  na- 
ture of  the  art,  shnlt  nil  miiliiply  the  advantages,  on  ihts  part, 
how  nffeotive  will  tlii?<  vision  be,  beyond  what  we  have  ever 
fouiKl  (be  r»i[il  apprehensions  of  our  so  niueh  disadvantaged  faith 
to  amount  to ;  a  kind  message  from  an  indulgent  father,  to  bis 
&r-distant  son,  inlbrming  of  his  welfare,  and  yet  continuing  love^ 
will  much  affect;  but  the  sight  of  hia  father's  face,  will  even 
transport,  and  orercomc  him  with  joy. 

But  further  ronsidcr  this  intuition  a  liule  more  parltPulnHy  and 
absolutely  in  it^flf.  So,  you  may  lalcc  Ihii*  somcwlmt  distinct(>r 
account  of  it,  in  some  few  particulars,  corresponding  to  those, 
by  which  the  object  {the  glory  to  be  beheld,^  was  lately  charac- 
terized.— It  will  be  a  tn^oroiM,  tfficacioiu,  intuition ;  as  that 
which  it  bcholdH  is  the  most  excclUnt,  even  the  dinne,  glory. 
Such  an  object  cannot  bv  beheld,  but  wilb  an  eye  full  of  lively 
rigor  ;  a  sparkling,  a  radiant  eye  :  a  wcnk  eye  would  he  struck 
blind,  would  fail,  and  be  closed  up  at  the  fir^l  glance.  Wc  muirt 
iiuppose,  then,  this  vision  to  be  accompanied  with  the  highest  vi- 
tality, the  strongest  energy,  a  mighty  plenitude  of  spirit  and 
pnwcr  no  less  than  the  divine  :  nothing  but  the  divine  power  can 
sufBcicntly  fortify  the  Hiul  to  behold  divine  glory.  When  ibe 
apostle  speaks  only  of  his  desire  of  ^ory,  he  that  halh  wrought 
us  to  this  selfsame  thing  (sailb  he)  is  God,  he  that  haih  moulded 
«»,  suitably  framed  us  (as  the  word  signifielh)  for  this  thing,  ta 
God :  it  is  the  work  of  a  Deity  to  make  a  soul  desire  glor^H 
certainly  then,  it  is  bis  work  to  give  the  power  of  beholding  E^^l 
And  by  how  much  the  more  oi  power,  so  much  the  more  of 
treasure  in  (his  vision.  Weak  »ight  would  nflbrd  but  languid 
joy:  but  when  the  whole  soul,  animated  with  divine  power  and 
life,  shall  seat  itself  in  the  eye  ;  when  it  shall  be  as  it  were,  all 
eye,  (as  one  said  of  Ood,  whom  now  it  perfectly  imitates)  and 
be  wholly  intent  upon  vision;  apply  itself  thereto  with  ajl 
might,  as  ilit  only  hiiHinexs ;  (S.  Micronym;)  what  salisfyii 
joys  dolh  it  now  ta.Me  !  renewed  by  every  repeated  view  '.  h 
doth  it  now,  as  it  were,  pfey  upon  glory  ;  as  the  eye  of  the  oi 
gle  upon  (he  beams  of  the  sun  !  We  meet  with  the  expreuji 
of  aurts  bibuta  ;  Ihiral^  ear» ;  hei-e  will  be  ocuH  bibvli,  lhirat§ 
egea :  a  soul  ready  tu  drink  in  glory  at  the  eye.    If  vision  be  by 
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intfomusioii,  wliat  ntlraclivu  eyes  arc  here,  drawing  In  f;loi7, 
feediag  u[K>n  (tlnry  ?  U  hy  cxirjinisaion,  what  piercing  diu-Uiig 
eyes,  seniling  forth  (lie  soul  ut  evcrjr  look  to  vmbruce  Ibc  gloh* 
0U9  object. 

Tlieru  is  great  power  that  now  attends  rfalizing  (hou^te  of 

God  :  whether  it  appear  iu  the  consequent   working  of  ihe  auul 

itirfcclljr  towards  God ;  or  by  way  of  lellection  upon  itst-lf.     If 

(liriidly  towards  God  ;  how  raiphiily  in  he  adaiired  !  "  Who  Js  k 

■  tiod  like  unio  lbe«  ?"     If  hy  rclloclion  upon  our  own  sin,  and 

iTileness;  how  deeply  dotli  it  hiiiulilc  !^ — ^"  Now  niinc  eye  seelh 

I  ihce,  therefore  I  abhor  myself — Woe  is  me,  law  undone, — Mine 

f  tyc»  have  seen  the  Lord  of  clory."     If  by  way  of  rcOcclion, 

upon  otir  interest  in  him,  or  relation  to  him  ;  how  mightily  doth 

il  support  and  romfort !  "  I  will  look  lo  the  Lord — my  God  will 

bffv  mi:."     .Mic.  7.  7.     How  full  of  rich  sense  is  that  scripture, 

>  Thvy  looked  to  him  and  wcru  li^httned  '.  Pr<iI.  34.  5.     Une  look 

>  dollied  theiu  with  liglil,  co^t  a  glory  upon  their  MuU,  filled  tbcDi 
I  with  life  and  Joy  ;  il  was  but  a  thought,  the  cast  of  an  eye,  and 
Llhey  were  as  lull  as  heails  could  hold.     Uh  the  power  tlien  of  *% 
I  these  heavenly  visions !  when  wo  dwell  in  the  views  of  lltat 
Umuforniing  glory  ! — This  will  be  a  compnlini^ve  intaUion ;  an    J 
Bu  object  is  enlire  glory.      I  lUL'itn  comparatively,  not  absolutely    | 
Momprehensivc.     Sforc  of  Iho  divino  glory  will  be  comprehend- 
ud,  itnspeakahly,  than  before.      It  is  railed,  tvc  know  by  the 

schooltocn,  the  knowledge  of  comprehcnsors,  in  contradiction  lo  ■ 
,  thai  of  i-to/on.  We  sliall  better  be  able  lo  discern  the  divine  I 
,  exrellciteics  together;  have  much  more  adequate  eonceplions ;  I 
I M  fuller,  a»d  more  complete  notion  of  Gwl :  we  shall  see  hlin  as  I 
ui:  i«.  Il  i»  loo  much  ol)s«rvnblo,  how  in  our  prewnt  »lntv,  we  ] 
■Bkprrjudii-ied  by  our  pahi.it  conceptions  of  him  ;  and  wbitt  an 
HB^alily  they  cause  in  the  temper  of  our  spirits.  For  wicked  ft 
Bien,  the  rery  notion  they  have  of  God,  proves  fatal  to  their  | 
■ouls,  or  is  of  a  roost  destructive  tendency  ;  because  they  com-  ■ 
brchend  not  together  what  God  hath  reveided  of  himself.  Most 
EbMially,  they  confine,  those  few  thoughts  of  God  thi-y  h.nvc,  only  J 
Uo  his  mercy  ;  .ind  Ihal  uxclnsivcly,  as  to  his  holineso  and  Ju»-  4 
■oM^nce  their  vain  and  uiad  presumption.  The  notion  of  aji  I 
BB99^(or  a  not-holy,  and  not-just )  God,  what  wickedness  would  I 
H  not  induce.*  ''Thou  thoughtest  I  was  altogether  such  a  one  I 
ma  thyself:"  a  God  al^cr  their  own  hearts;  then  the  reins  I 
tore  let  loose.  More  rarely,  when  the  conscience  of  guilt  hath  I 
prresled  the  self-condemned  wretch,  God  is  llioughl  of,  under  I 
ho  other  luxion,  llun  of  an  irreconcilable  enemy  and  avenger;  I 
Ei  one  Ihiraling  after  tlie  blood  of  souls,  and  that  will  admit  of  I 
mo  atonement.  So  without  all  pretence,  and  so  tlally  contrary  1 
■o  all  his  discoveries  of  himself,  do  men  dare  lo  aflix  lo  him  hluck 
LtuJ  horrid  charaeters,  forged  only  out  of  the  ra<Hciitpd  and  in-  _ 
Bctcratc  hatred  of  their  ouq  hearts  againM  him,  (that  never  lake     I 
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up  good  thoughts  of  any  one : )  only  because  Ihcy  have  do 
to  acquaint  (hemselves  with  him  ;  and  ihal  ihcy  may  liavu  sor 
colour  for  their  atfcclcd  dinlancc  :  and  »o,  pvrhnps,  never  rctut 
but  perish  under  a  horrid  wilful  despair.     And  wen  the  ftcopb 
of  Cod  themselves  arc  loo  apt  soineiioica,  so  wholly  to  fix  thvi 
eye  upon  love  an<)  grace,  that  they  grow  into  ait  unhecomin);,  uc 
crcaturely    fnmiliarily  ;    while   the  thoughts  of  iofinite  majeMi 
wloreble  greatness  and  glorj'  are  asleep.  (Sometimes  {Mi^^iblr,  the 
apprehend  Tioilictive  justice,  the    iuiligiiation  and   jealousy 
God  against  sin,  (precluding  roeanMhtlr,  the  consideration  ofl 
indulgent  eompassions  towards  truly  humble  and  |*coiteiit  soul 
10  that  degree  of  afTrightmcnt  and  dread,  that  they  grow  into  i 
unchildlikc  atrangeneu  towards  him,  and  lake  Utile  pleasure  in 
drawing  nigh  to  him.     But  when,  now  our  eye  sliall  take  in  it 
discovery  of  divine  glory  equally  ;    how  sweet  and  satisfying 
pleasure  will  arise  Irom  that  grateful  mixture  of  reverent  lot 
nurable  joy,  modest  confidence,  meek  courage,  a  prostrate  ma 
nanimity,  a  triumphant  veneration;    a  soul  tilirinkmg  hefon> 
dirine  glory  into  nothing,  yet  not  eonlenling  itseU  with  any  [ 
enjoyment,  than  of  him,  wtio  is  all  in  all  I 

There  is  nothing  here  in  this  comi)lexion,  or  temper  of  sou 
but  hath  its  warrant,  in  the  various  aiipect  of  ibe  fiico  of  Ge 
comprehensively  beheld  ;  nothing  but  what  is  (even  by  i(s  sut 
ableneu)  highly  grateful,  and  pleasing. — It  Mill  be  fixed,  ttta 
intuition,  as  its  object  is  ptrmanent  glory.     The  vision  of 
can  neither  infer,  nor  admit  weariness.     The  cyo  cannot  direr 
its  act  is  eternally  delectable,  and  afTords  an  unvariable,  undc 
eaying  pleasure.     Sennual  delights  soon  end  in  loothing  ;  quiel 
ly  bring  a  glutting  surfeit;  and  degeoeratc  into  torments,*  wl: 
tliDy  arc  continued  and  uninlerinittont.     A  philosopher  in 
epistle  which  ho  writes  to  a  friend,  from  the  court  of  Dionysiu 
where  he  was  foieil)ly  dclnined,  thus  bemoans  himself,  KoatA 
(M*V(v,  i  'Avnrtnif,  5  iZirflu;,  Stc.  '*  He  o»-t  unhappf/,  O  Anthth 
fW*,  bcf/otui  mcamire ;  and  koto  can  tee  btil  br  tin/iapp}/,  Ihal , 
bvrtlfnrd  In/  thf.  tyrant  eitry  day  with  8umptwnu  /tails,  pi 
ful  compotfilimu,  pnxious  ointincnia,  gorgeoru  apparel?  andi 
knew  aa  soon  <w  /  idiiir  into  thU  i^luml  and  city,  how  unht 
my  life  would  6«."  Socratico  rum.  Epis.  3.     Tliis  is  ihc  natu 
and  common  condition  of  even  Ibe  most  pleasing  sensible 
jects  ;  tbcy  first  tempt,  then  please  s  little,  then  disapjwinl,  _ 
lastly  vex.     Thccye  that  behokU  them,  blasts  them  ({uicklr,  rifld 
and  deflowers  their  glory  ;  and  views  tlicm  with  no  more  delist  l' 

first,  than  clisdnin  afterwards.     Crcutiire>enjoynientB  have  a  bO 

torn,  are  aoou  drained  and  drawn  dry ;  hence  there  must  be  fre- 

•Pcnba  iaw*,  quit  vr.1ii[ttiit>^  voi-aiilur,  uLt  nxxtiiin  trntuccmlcnQt,  pcni 
eass:  prcrn  liy  viprriciic«  ttiai  Hliacani  rolled  plcoouroi  wbcn  llwy  exnai 
proptf  bouBib  bMouie  pain*.    9cr.  Cp.  63. 
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<{uijnt  dinHloilB;  other  pleasures  must  bo  sought  oat ;  and  are 
cho»cn,  not  becauw  ihcy  aie  better,  but  because  tbey  are  new. 

This  dcmonsiTatds  tbo  emptiness,  and  vaiuly  of  the  creature, 
AiTsction  of  variety  only  proceeds  from  sense  of  want ;  and  it  a 
coofffMion,  upon  trial,  tlint  ibcie  is  not  in  such  an  enjoyment 
what  was  cxpf^cted.     I'niiwrtioniibly,  in  iJie  stale  of  glory,  a  con- 
Oant  indebcienl   fulness,  renders  the  btei>sed  soul  undeMrous  of 
aoy  chango.     There  i.s  no  need  of  varieties,  of  divcrsjons  :  what 
did  oQcc  please,  can  ncTer  cease  to  do  to.     This  glory  cannot 
bde  or  lose  any  thing  of  its  attractive  power.     The  faculty  can- 
tral  languish,  or  Lose  the  disposition,  by  which  it  is  conlempered 
and  made  proportionable  thereto.     Hence  no  weariness  can  en- 
sue.    Wlint !  a  soul  in  which  ifac  love  of  God  is  perfected  grow 
weary  of  beholding  him!    The  siiii  will  sooner  grow  weary  of 
diitusg ;  the  touched  needle  of  turning  itself  to  ilji  wonted  point ; 
every  thing  will  sooner  grow  we.iry  of  its  centre ;  and  the  ino»t 
faindomejilal  laws  nf  nature  he  souuer  antiquated  and  nia<ie  void 
br  ever.     The  eye  of  the  fool,  Solomon  tells  us,  is  in  the  ends 
»f  tbe  earth  ;  (Prcv.  17.  21.)     Ilia  only,  is  a  rolling  wandering 
eye,  that  knows  not  where  to  fix.     Wisdom  guides,  and  6xcs  the 
tyot  the  holy  soul ;  dclermioes  it  unto  Cod  only  :  I  will  bless 
Iba  Lord,  who  hmh  f^iven  me  counsel,  my  reins  also  instruct 
me, — I  have  vei  llio  Lord  always  before  me.     Psal.  16.  7.  8, 
Surely  heaven  will  not  render  it  loss  capable  of  dijudication ; 
o(  passing  a  right  judjimcni  of  the  excellency  and  worth  of  things. 
And  here,  a   rational  judgment   will   Itnd  no   want ;    and  irra- 
tional will  lind  no  place.     Therefore,  as  penn-nnent  glory   will 
certainly   infer  a  perpetual  vision  :  perpetuated   vision  will   as 
eertainly   perpetuate  the  soul's  satisfaction,  and  btcsiicdness. — It 
will  bu  a  pos*tsnve  intuition  ;  as  it  is  an  ofipropriaU  glory  which 
i<  pitehos  upon.     It  will  be  the  language  of  every  look,  "This 
flory  is  mine."     Tbo  soul  looks  not  upon  it  shyly,  as  if  it  had 
ootking  to  do  with  it;  or  witli  slight  and  careless  glances:  but 
the  very  posture  of  its  «)e,  speiuu  its  interest,  and  prorlaims 
kthe  pretentions  it  hath  to  this  glory.     With  how  dilfcninl  an  as- 
Lfect,  doth  a  stranger  passing  by,  and  (he  owner,  look  upon  the 
[■ane  house,  the  same  lands;  A  man's  eye  lays  his  claim  (or  him, 
I  and  avows  his  right.     A  grateful  object  that  one  can  say  is  his 
jcwn,  be  arrests  it  with  his  ere  ;  so  do  saints  with  appropriative 
■■looks  behold  their  God,  and  the  divine  (ilory.     Even  with  such 
■HI  eye  as  he  was  wont  to  behold  them  ;  Tothis  man  will  1  look, 
Ifte.  (isa.  66.  1.  2.)  that  is,  a^  (he  place  of  my  rest,  mentioned 
nefore  ;    he  designs  him  with  his  eye.     Which  i^  the  import  of 
I4lkst  expression,  The  Lord  knows  who  are  his;  (2.  Tim.  2.  19.) 
Iliia  eye  marks  them  out ;  owns  them  as  his  own  ;  as  concerning 
Mlhen,  whom  he  disowns,  tlic  phraMt  is,  I  know  you  not.     And 
mtm  vastly  different  is  such  an  intuition,  from  that,  when  1  look 
Lmqo  a  thing,  wilii  a  liungry,  Ungering  eye,  which  1  must  never 
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enjoy  or  never  expect  lo  be  the  belter  for  f  This  vision  is  frui- 
live,  unites  the  hdu!  with  the  blessed  object  which  kind  of  sight 
is  meant,  when  Actual  MeHHcdnesbi,  ii»  m>  oficn  expressed  by 
in^  God.  We  mm;  then  wlmt  vision,  (he  sight  of  God's 
contributes  lo  itic  sntiiJiictioii  of  blessed  suulk. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

lUniifi  cuiwidcrcil  In  |}|«  |irecpiljnf{  vtinptcm,  vriisl  vision  coiitrilium  to  nt- 
iidsctiou  ill  rclereiicc tudiu  ehjtfl  mid  IliK  art  or  vinjoii.  itt:  oonipnow  to  in* 
quire  SKOnrfl^,  WlKivin  nwimiluiinii  (itic  likmentor  slorr  of  GarfiniprUi- 
m)  eomribiili'ii  iimo  nalUrBi-ban ;  wli«rit  in  purticulnrly  giropounded  (o  b* 
KbvwD.  t,  Whui  pIcoBiuv  ii  involrm.    '2.  Wliitt  ii  iliiqNiiMw  lo.    (1)  What  it 


of  Cod  [1]  Ucncrnlly,  iliiii  ii  in  the  aonfii  hi^li  and  ■ouiidneM  retaonedj 
that  ii  ij  a  ^iiaI,  nn  iuumatu,  a  cuunaiural,  s  jicrfccl  iinuj^ 


inivlvoA  ill  ill?  utf,  hrinK  of  ii.    [2)  What  in  tbi-  tognotd,  Jtnowltdgt  of  ii, 
'I'h(!  pli-ndirc  <if  bi-tng  likr  Goil  tlweovertid,  slitwing  cnncvnitnft  the  imftni 

Ii 

Our  next  bu^^inoss,  is  to  discover, 

Secoruili/.  What  assimilation,  or  the  impresscil  likeness  of 
Uod,  may  fiirihcr  »ld  to  (his  satisfied  state  :  or,  what  SiSlisfyiog 
pleasure  the  blessed  nouls  find  in  this,  tlinl  it  i»  like  God.  Aitd 
nore  we  arc  distinctly  lu  in(|uirc  into — the  pleasure  which  such 
an  assijiiilntion  to  God  involves  in  ilself,  and — that  which  it  tends 
lo  or  disposes. 

I.  'I'he  pleasure  it  involves  in  itself;  or,  which  is  taken  in  it 
nbsttnrlly  considered;  which  we   may   more  particularly  untold 
by  fthowinK — llii!  plcnuurc  involved,  in  being  like  God  ■■  and-~!n 
knowing  or  roflnciin);  upon  the  same  :  the  esae  nnd  the  eof 
of  this  assiinibtion. 

{I.)  'I'he  pleasure  in  being  like  God  ;  which  may  bo  discol 
crcd  both  by  a  general  consideration  hereof,  a(Ki  by  instancing  i^ 
some  particubrs,  wherein  blessed  souls  sliall  be  like  hiin- 

[I.]  h  is  obvious  to  suppose  an  inexpiessibic  pleasure,  in  tl 
very  fouling,  the  inward  sensation,  the  holy  soul  will  have  of 
dial  happy  frame  in  gtncral,  whereinto  it  is  now  brought ;  tk 
joyful  h:irmony,  that  entire  rectitude  it  finds  within  itself.  V( 
may  as  soon  separate  light  from  a  sun-Wam,  «S  pleasure  frc 
such  a  state.  This  likeness  or  conformity  to  God  is  an  ivi^ 
a  perfect  teroperameni;  an  athletic  healthiness;  a  strong  sour 
constitution  of  soul.  Do  but  imagine,  what  it  is  to  a  man's  bod] 
aQcr  a  wasting  sickness,  lo  Bnd  nimself  well.  Frame  a  notin 
of  the  pleasure  of  health  and  soundness,  when,  both,  all  (I; 
parts  and  members  of  the  body  arc  in  their  proper  pl«<res 
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t!ionH  ;  and  a  live),r,  active  vigor,  »  sprightl}'  utrengtli  |>oti- 
evory  pnit,  and  aclualea  the  ivbole;  how  pleasant  is  this 
!  If  wv  were  nil  botl)-,  tliere  could  be  no  greiilcr  feljci- 
tliiti.  Kilt  by  how  much  the  mort'  noble  any  creature  U, 
._  „.  .,  capablt;  of  inoro  cxijuisile  pains,  or  plt-nsiirc!,  "Sin  is 
ibe  sickness  and  disi'a»f!  of  (hu  K>ui ;  eiifeebk*  M  its  jwwera, 
obeusts  its  vigor,  wastes  his  strcnKth.  iV'ou  know  the  roslk-ss 
loasings,  the  weary  rollinj^s  to  and  fro,  of  a  diseased  binguishing 
todj  ;  such  is  the  case  of  a  sinful  sou).  Let  it  but  seriously  bc- 
lliink  itself,  and  Ihco  speak  its  own  sense,  (but  here  is  the  ina- 
hently  of  Ihc  disease,  it  cannot  be  seriouH,  it  always  raves;) 
Wb»t  will  it  be  ?  "  O  I  can  tskc  no  rcsl !"  The  way  of  wicked- 
Be»  is  called  a  vtty  of  pain:  I'luil.  IJ9.  -14.  Sinners  would  find 
il  so,  if  the  violence  of  the  disease  bad  not  beicfl  them  of  sense. 
Nothing  savours  with  mc;  I  can  taks  comfort  in  nolhine.  The 
nicked  are  as  a  troubled  sea,  (»s  their  name  iropaits)  tnat  can- 
MI  rot,  whow  waters,  &e.  Is».  &6.  20.  The  image  of  Clod,  le- 
Mwed  in  bolineM  and  righleousness,  is  heallb  restored,  afler 
Kich  a  consuming  sickness;  which,  m ben  we  awake,  whun  all 
th«  dntwsinevfi  ihal  attends  our  disease  is  shaken  off,  tve  find  to 
be  perfeel.  The  fiear  of  the  Lord  (an  ordinary  paraphrase  of 
badness  or  fncty )  is  said  to  be  health  to  tlie  navel,  and  marrow 
lo  the  bones.     Our  I.onl  Jesus  invites  wearied  sinners  to  come 

»lo  him,  lo  take  his  yoke  on  them,  to  leant  »f  him,  ( Matt.  1 1 .  28. ) 
that  is  to  tmilale  him,  to  be  like  him,  and  promises  they  shall 
llud  rest  lo  their  souls,  Mow  often  do  we  find  grace  and  peace, 
in  conjunction,  in  the  apostles'  salutations  and  benedtcllons  ?  Wo 
arc  told  that  the  ways  of  divine  wisdom  { that  is  wbii^h  it  pre* 
sTf^lK-lh )  are  all  pleasantness  and  peace ;  ( Prov.  3.  13. )  that  Jn 
keeping  the  cominatulmenls  of  Gud,  there  is  great  rewan),  (Paal. 
IB.  II.)  that  they  are  not  grievous,  ( I  John,  5.  3.)  that  is  (for 
there  seems  to  be  a  meio»ia  in  the  expression )  arc  joyous,  plca- 
siiil.  And  what  are  bis  commandments,  but  (hone  expresses  of 
Itrniself,  wherein  wo  are  to  be  like  him,  and  conform  to  his  will .' 
The  kinpjdDm  of  (tod  (that  lioly  order  which  he  settles  in  the 
spirits  of  men  ;  his  law  transcribed  and  impressed  upon  (he  soul; 
which  is  nothing  else  but  its  conformation  and  likeness  to  him- 

'Ttfum'tt^v  toxtf  an'/iAi*;,  to'    <1>  ri/iiM'trf or  'ajaOo'r  jtiO £or- to* 

VrX'('t'''J"''>i  "u'limio;- pii^or  or  xitKo'r,  reVo;  fvpi  f^rit'oaottpaitii 
rvaot^vxtTiiiax&ijiiu,  dec.  Tbn  miodi*  moi*  notilc  dian  tbuboily  andi*  it 
la  mem  nnlile  ii  a>iunin!>  ihr  greMtt  e<>od,  vtliLJi^  wliAtevcr  i>  cotitntry  (■>  >t  tnu*t 
to  the  mMcr  evil.  Now  Uie  healtb  of  die  soul  i»  •  pester  pnwl  than  that 
of  dMiMdjr;  coaaMjiimdj-ihesicknmor  thasoiil  ias  rn-nirrcvil  ilian  ihal 
•f  llw  body.    T1»  NckiWM  of  (he  soul  ia  ab,  &c.  Mm.  Tyr.  .liwert.  41. 

fUtne  fflud  M  iBdtian  et  displicMiia  siii.  ci  nuaqiiun  rcnih-nda  ■nuni  rolu' 
talMH  Set.  Iioic*  tiM  wnarineM  that  ininmal  ili^wt  and  Bgiiaiion  of  the  ixr- 
patually  ^mtunM  mkid,  &«.  8«ti.  de  TmtKiiuuiuni. 
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self:)  is  righloountesa,  nml  then  |>eAce.  Kom.  14.  17. 
^*rfut  Ilx^tt;,  (Rom.  8.  6.)  tlwt  notion  and  jxuigmertt^  a 
aavour  of  thing!) ;  thnt  eiccltent  lom]>«r  of  iniiid  and  heart ;  (fc 
llint  is  the  rxlent  of  the  expression)  wlioreof  the  holy  Spirit  of 
God  19  hoth  the  author  and  pattern,  is  life  and  peace  ;  involv 
them  in  itself.  When  one  thin|;  is  thus,  in  casti  redo,  predi 
led  of  another,  it  speaks  their  tooat  intimate  connexion,  as  Koi 
14.  17.  above  :  so  I  John.  5.  3.  This  is  love  thiil,  &c.  So  ho 
«uch  a  mind  is  life  and  pcac«,  though  the  copula  be  not  tn 
original,  it  is  filly  »tipp]ic<i  in  the  translation  ;)  You  cannot  W![ 
rate  life  and  peace  from  such  a  miitd :  it  hath  no  principle 
death  or  Iri»ub!e  in  il.  Let  such  asknow.iny  thing  of  this  bless- 
ed temper  and  complexion  of  soul,  compHre  this  Ecriptuic  and 
their  own  experience  together ;  when,  at  any  time,  they  find 
thHr  souls  under  the  blessed  cmpiic  and  dominion  of  a  spirit 
mind ;  when  spirituality  wholly  rules  iind  dcnoniinates  the 
arc  not  their  soids  the  very  rcf^on  of  life  and  peace  ,*  both  Ibi 
in  conjunction,  life  and  peace?  not  raging  life,  not  stupid  peai 
btit  a  placid,  peaceful  life,  a  vital  vigorous  rest  and  peace  :  it  ia 
not  the  life  of  a  fury,  nor  peace  of  a  stone  :  life  that  hath  peace 
in  it,  and  peace  that  hath  life  in  il.  Now  can  the  soul  say, 
feel  myself  well ;  all  is  now  well  with  me."  Nothing  affli 
the  spiritual  mind,  so  far,  and  while  it  is  such:  il  is  wrapt 
and  clothed  in  its  own  innoccncy  und  purity  ;  and  hereby  bcco; 
Invulnerable,  not  liable  to  hurtful  impressions.*  Holinc»s  (ui 
der  (he  name  of  light,  for  that  is,  by  the  context,  the  eviden' 
meaning  of  the  word  (here)  is  by  the  apostle  Spoken  of  as  the 
diristian'sarmou,-.  (Rom.  13.  12.)  Put  on,  sailh  he,  the  annour 
of  li^il,  in  opposition  to  the  works  of  darkness,  which  he  h. 
mentioned  immediately  before.  Strange  armour!  that  a  m 
may  see  through,  t  A  good  man's  armour  is,  that  he  needs  nom 
his  armour  is  an  open  breast;  th«t  he  can  expose  himself; 
fearless  of  any  harm.  Who  is  he  that  shall  harm  you,  if  ve 
followers  of  that  wliieh  is  good  ?  It  should  be  read  imitatoi 
M  the  word  signifies^  ;  and  so,  whereas  following  is  either  of 
(Miltern,  or  an  end  ;  the  former  must  be  meant  here,  by  the  n: 
ural  importance  of  that  word.  And  hejiec,  by  "  that  which 
good"  (Ti  a'jaii)  is  not  to  be  understood  created  goodness ; 
It  is  not  enough  to  imitate  that  goodness ;  for  so  we  must  be 
|;ood ;  mit  the  words  are  capable  of  being  read,  him  (hat  is  good. 


"  Invulncrnhiln  «I  non  quod  non  fi-ritnr.  wd  qtiod  noTt  IiPilidir.  Sen  ile 
Mioatnnlia  iiaiiinnlia,  nirc  guofl  in  w|»piilwn  nonc-nijii  injurin;  lo  be  inmilna- 
nble  in  not  V>  be  fiw:  fitiiii  all  Attai-ki,  hiii  m  be  luiinjurM  by  iticm.    S«t]|^H 
ca  on  Uie  cooMancy  of  (he  wise  mui  or  lii>  siijivrioni}'  lo  injunos.  ^^| 

f  latcccr  vital  •cnlcriwiue  punis,  &c. 
Croc  from  itcc.    Hot.  [Jifi^f  id. 


Il«  that  il  of  an  upn{[iit  UA  and 
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or  (which  is  all  one)  thp  good.  *And  bo  it  is  theincreato  good, 
the  blpsspd  God  hiinscir,  tormallr  considered  under  the  notion  of 
jSoaA,  Nothing  cnn  harm  ^ou  if  you  be  like  God,  that  is  the 
plain  sense  or  this  acnplure.  Likeness  to  God,  is  armour  of 
proof,  that  is  an  imitation  of  him,  namely  in  his  moral  goodness ; 
which  hnlinoss  as  a  general  name  of  it  comprehends.  A  peison 
truly  like  God,  is  serurc  from  any  external  violence;  so  far  as 
that  it  shall  never  be  able  to  invade  his  spirit.  He  is  in  spirit 
far  raised  above  the  temjicstuous,  stormy  region,  and  converses 
where  winds  and  clouds  have  no  place. 

Nor  e.in,  so  fur  as  this  temper  of  soul  prevails,  any  evit  grow 
upon  such  a  mind  within  itself.  It  is  life  and  peace  ;  it  is  light 
and  purity;  for  it  is  the  image,  the  simihtude  of  God.  God  is 
light,  and  with  him  is  no  darkness  at  all.  I  John.  l.'S.  Holy 
souls  were  darkness,  hut  they  are  liglit  in  the  Lord.  Eph.  5.  8. 
He  the  Father  of  light,  they  the  children  of  light.  Jam.  L  10. 
They  were  darkness :  not  in  the  daHi ;  hut,  in  the  abstract  "dark- 
ness :"  as  if  that  were  their  whnio  nature ;  and  they  nothing 
else  but  an  impure  mass  of  conglobated  darkness.  fSo,  yeare 
light :  as  if  they  were  thai,  and  nothing  else  ;  nothing  but  « 
sphere  of  light.  Why  suppose  we  such  a  thing,  as  an  entire 
sphere  of  nothing  else  hut  pure  light  ?  What  can  work  any  dis- 
turhance  here  or  raise  a  storm  within  it  ?  A  calm,  serene  thing ; 
perfectly  homngpncous,  void  of  contrariety,  or  any  self-repug- 
nant  (ptality :  how  can  it  discpiiet  itself?  We  cannot  yet  say, 
thiLt  thus  it  is  with  holy  souls  in  their  present  state,  according  to 
the  highest  literal  imp«)rt  of  those  words,  Ye  are  light :  but  tiius 
it  will  lie  when  they  awake  ;  when  they  are  salislied  with  this 
likeness.  They  shall  (hen  be  hke  God  fully,  and  throughout.  O 
tilt-  joy  and  pleasure  of  a  soul  made  after  such  a  simihtude ! 
Now  fjlory  is  become  as  it  were  their  being  ;  they  are  glorified, 
(ilory  is  revealed  into  them,  transfused  throughout  them.  Eve- 
ry thins  Ih.il  is  coiieeivahlo  under  the  notion  of  an  excellency 
enmpetent  to  created  nature,  is  now  to  he  found  with  them ;  and 
thiv  have  it  in-wrought  in  their  very  lieinga.  So  that  in  a  true 
sense  it  may  be  said",  that  Ihoy  are"  light ;  they  not  only  have 
such  excellencies,  hut  they  arc  lliem  :  aa  the  moralist  saith  of 
the  wise,  or  virtuous  man,  Omr.ia  non  lam  hahere  (}uam  esac, 
that  he  not  so  proiMtrly  hnth  ftll  things,  as  is  all  things.  Sen.  It 
is  said  of  man,  in  respect  of  his  naturals,  he  is  the  image  and  glo- 
rv  of  God.  !  Cor.  11.7.     As  for  his  supernatural  excellencies, 


*  As  Plain  nnit  Iiih  (iillowr™  twcil  the  cNprewion  To"ft;'tflo'>',raily  aetord- 
injl'to  Ihc  scntu-  of  Mai.  I'J.  17. 

>ii'H(if'/i;,  ur/te  irvriZi'frj,  'allu'  qroiii'  la' iinijTui ,  &r.  ihi- iiiruibI  s)ilif:r>;  in 
tiurmnriiiiiu';  when  il  in  HiisrcjHiWe  ncithiT  of  miroctinn  fmm  ""'tf""'«  oar  i>f 
confusioD  witltin,  but  is  irnuliiteil  with  light.  Marc  Anionian.  lib.  1 1. 
VOL.  I.  10 
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though  thejr  are  not  ctAonttal  (o  man,  (hej  are  more  rxiircsaivi 
of  God ;  aod  are  now  bcrome  so  Intvpuruble  from  the  imture 
man  loo,  io  (hia  liis  f^oHlied  stale,  thut  lie  cau  as  soon  cease 
be  iDtelligcnl,  as  hoi}-.     The  image  of  God,  even  in  this  respect, 
is  not  separable  from  btni :  nor  blessedness  ( surelj- )  from   thi^H 
in)Bg«<     As  (he  divine  excellencies,  being  in  their  infinite  ful^B 
iiGSS  in  God,  are  his  own  blesscdnebs:  so  is  lh«  likeness,  the 
paiticipalion  of  them  in  (he  soul,  tliu(  now  bears  (his  imaf^e,  its 
blessedness.     Nothing  can  be  neccssarj'  to  its  full  salisfuction, 
which  i[  hath  not  in  itself,  by  a  gracious  voitclisafeoiun(  ui^_ 
eomnunicntion.     The  good  man  ( in  that  degree  which  his  prA^| 
sent  state  admits  of, )  ^lomoa  tolls  us,  is  satisfied  from  bimaeir^ 
(Prov.  14.  M.)  he  doih  not  need  to  traverse  the  world,  to  seek 
his  happiness  abroad;  he  hath   the  matter  of  satisfaction,  even 
that  goodness  which  he  is  now  enriched   with,  in  his  own  breast 
and  bosom  :  yet  he  hath  it  all  by  parlicjpntion  from  the  foimtsin- 
goodness.*     But  that  participated  goodness  is  so  intimately  on^_ 
with  him,  as  sufficienll}*  warrants  and  makes  good  the  asserlioi^H 
he  is  Mtisfied  from  himself:  namely  from  himself,  not  pritniirily 
or  independently  1  but    by  derivation  from  him,  who  is  all  in  all, 
and  more  intimate  to  us,  than  we  to  Ou^M^lves.     And  what  is  thi 
participated  goiidne^,  but  a  degree  of  the  divine  likeness  ^    Bull 
when  that  goodness  siial)  be  fully  parliripaled  :  when  this  image 
and  imitation  of  the  divine  goodness,  shall  be  complete  and  en- 
tire ;  llten  shall   we  know  the  rich   exuberant  sense  of  those 
words.     Uuw  fully  will  this  image  or  likeness  satisfy  them  !  And 
yet  more   distinctly,  wc  may  apprehend  how  saltsfyiug  this  like* 
ness  or  image  impressed   wilt  be,  if  a  little  further  deferring  the 
view  of  the  particuUrs  of  ibi.f  likeness  which  we  have  designed 
(0  instance  in,  we  consider  these  general  properties  of  it. 

First.  It  is  a  vital  image :  not  the  image  only  of  him  that  Itves,- 
the  living  God :  but  it  is  his  living  and  soul-quickening  image. 
It  is  the  likeness  of  him,  in  that  very  respeet^  an  imitation  and 
participation  of  the  life  of  God;  hy  which,  once  reviveil,  the 
soul  lives  that  was  dead  before.  It  is  nota  dead  picture,  a  dumb 
sliew, an  unmoving  statue;  but  a  living,  speaking,  walking,  iu* 
age  ;  (bat  wherew  ith  the  child  is  hke  (he  father :  (he  very  life  of 
the  subjoc(  where  i(  is  ;  and  by  whicli  it  lives  as  God,  speaks 
and  ac(8  coDformably  to  him.  An  image,  not  such  a  one  u  is 
drawn  with  a  pencil,  (hat  expresses  only  color  and  figure  ;  but 
such  a  one  as  is  seen  in  n  glassf  that  represents  life  and  motion, 
as  was  noted  from  a  worthy  author  before.     I(  is  even,  in  iu&rst 

'  Indmo  noMTO  Lntimior.  Emm  noMnim  laiidabile :  m^ir*  iniimaii-  tbnn 
OUT  iDmosl  soul.  Tha  very  posMssion  is  au  honor.  GilMtuu  d^i  librrtatfi,  «i. 
Plat  and  Auf .  J 

)  Bic  (iritlm,  sic  ille  manus,  rir  am  (ktbat:  just  so  tCd  ba  cany  his  tyta, 
his  Iwndt.  hia  countenance. 
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uu)  mora  impcHvct  draught,  «n  analogical  pariicipaUon  (as  wft 
miitt  understand  h)  of  (ho  divine  nature  ;  (2  Het.  I.  A.)  before 
wliich  finK  (inrture,  those-  pfoludious  louchcti  of  it  upon  the  H))j- 
nt  of  ni^n,  hi>  ronncr  stitlo  is  spoken  of  ait  an  alienation  frum  (he 
life  of  Crod  ;  (Kpb.  -1.  18.)  a)  having  no  intt-rost,  no  communion 
therein.  The  putting  on  of  the  new  niHn,  which  after  God  is 
rrcatcd  in  righteousoesi  and  (rue  holintsii,  (ver.  SS.  34.}  is  pre- 
wntlv  mentioned,  in  direct  opposition  to  that  dismal  state,  impl/- 
Ing  liist  to  l>c  n  participation  of  Ihc  divine  life  :  and  eertainly,  so 
fitf  u  it  18  »0f  it  is  a  partieipdlion  of  the  divine  blessedness  too. 

Secondly.  It  i)i  an  inini^c  most  intimnle,  Ihereforo,  to  its  sub- 
jpct.     Glory  it  \a  :  but  not  a  supc-rfieiiil  skin-deep  glory  ;  (mch  ati 
slione  in  Mnses' fare  whifh  he  covered  wtlh  a  vail.     It  is  tlioi^I 
otighljr  transformative  ;  ehan);e9  the  soul  throughout ;  not  in  ex-j 
trrnal  appearance,  but  in  its  very  nature.     All  outward  embcf.! 
lishmenta  would  add  little  felicity  to  a  putrid,  corrupt  soul.  Thai,) 
would  I)t^  but  piiinling  a  sepulchre  :    This,  adds  ornament  untO'' 
Dfe;  and  both,  onpecially  to  the  inwanl  man.     It  is  not  |>aini  inj 
the  face,  whil<-  deiilh  is  at  the  heart ;  but  it  is  the  rndieation  df 
nteh  a  principle  ivithtn  as  wtll  soon  fuim  and  attemper  the  manl 
universally  to  itHcir.  It  is  glory:  blc''»cdness  participated,  brought  j 
borae  and  lodged  in  a  man's  own  soul,  in  his  own  bo«om  ;  be  can-  \ 
tint  then  but  be  satisfied.     A  man  may  have  a  rich  stock  of  ou(-i 
word   comforts,  and  M'hile  he  hath  no  heart  to  enjoy  them,  Ite 
nnrer  the  happier.     But  it  is  impossible,  thxt  happineiss  slioidd 
bo  thus  IfHlucd  in  his  soul,  made  so  intimate,  and  one  with  him  ; 
and  yet,  that  he  should  not  be  satisfied,  not  )m>  Iiappy. 

Tliiidly.  An  image  connatural  to  the  apirit  of  roan.  Not  a 
thing  alien,  and  foieign  to  his  nature,  put  into  him  purposely,  as 
it  were,  to  torment  and  vex  him ;  hut  an  ancient  wett-known  in- 
habitant, that  bad  place  in  lu'm  from  the  be^inninc.  Sin  in  thti 
injurious  intruder  ;  which  therefore  puts  the  soul  ijito  a  commo- 
tion, and  permits  it  not  to  rest,  while  it  hath  any  being  there. 
This  image  calms  it,  restores  it,  works  a  pcaicful,  ortlerly  com- 
posure within ;  returns  it  to  itself,  to  its  pri.«ine,  blessed  state ; 
Ming  re-sentcd  there,  as  in  its  proper,  primitive  subject.  For 
though  this  image,  in  respect  of  corrupted  nature  be  supematti- 
rtl ;  in  respect  of  institute,  and  undefiled  nature,  it  was  in  n  f  rue 
tenno  natural,  ashalti  been  demonstrated  by  divers  of  ours  against 
the  papists;  and  upon  the  matter,  yielded  by  some  of  the  more 
moderate  among  themselves.*  At  least  it  was  connate  with  hu- 
man nalurn,  consentaneous  to  it,  and  jjcrfective  of  tl.  We  arc 
fipeaking,  it  must  be  remembered,  of  that  part  of  the  divine  im- 
age, that  roiifli.4ts  in  moral  excellencies;  there  being  another  part 

*  A*  mar  Im  Men  bv  eomiMirinii  what  Cmjus  aay*  to  Um  mo  quoMfon,  I. 
AUfratiamtnt  pricno' boouni  naiuiali»r  2.  Uirum  onnnalia  jvxitla  fti«di 
bomaii  aiipcrnataivrw ?  1.  Whrthvr  fcntc^  was  iwtunT  u)  IM  Aral  man? 
SLWiMber  oci(iiial  rifhbioiuncn  wu  nipcniatural  to  man?     I.   9:  dirt.  3S. 
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of  it,  as  h«lh  been  enid,  ihat  ia,  even  in  the  stTtclcst  win* 
ral.     There  ia  nuthing  in  the  whole  taoTal  law  of  God,  (in  «on- 
formity  whoreunto  this  image  did, ab  origiMyOrigianUy,  eonituil), 
nothing  of  what  he  rvqiiireH  from  man,  that  i»  nt  all  destruciivoj 
of  his  tx-in^,  |>r<-jit<lii-ial  In  hit  coinforl.t,  ri^jiugiiant  to  his  uiua 
innate  ]>rtn(-i|>li;» :  n»thiii|;  (hat  cln&hus  with  hia  reason,  or  is  con-1 
trar^  l'>  his  inteiesl:  or  that  is  not,  most  diicclly,  coiiservnlivej 
of  his  being  and  coinfotts  agreeable  (o  his  most  rnlionnl  printi-j 
pies,  subservient  to  his  best  and  truest  inlGrest.     For  what  dolbj 
(io<l  th«  Lord  rcc|uirc,  but  fear  and  love,  service,  (Ueut.  lU.  12. 
Mic.  6.  8. )  and  holy  M-ulkinu;  fnim  an  entire  and  undivided  soul  ? 
-irlinl,  hiti  what  is  good ;  not  onlj'  in  ilstrlf,  but  for  us  ;  and  in  re- 
i^ect  »hf-r<^f,  his  law  is  Hnld  to  he  holy,  just  and  good  i  Itom,  7. 
IS.  And  what  he  requirelh,  he  impresselh.     This  law,  wriltea 
in  the  heart,  is  this  likeness.     How  grateful  then  will  it  be,  when 
aHer  a  long  extermination  and  exile,  it  returns  and  re-jiossewcs 
the  w>ul,  is  recognize*!  by  it,  hccomcs  to  it  a  new  nature,  (yea, 
even  a  divine)  a  vital,  living  law,  the  law  of  the  spirit  of  lUe  in 
Christ  JesuM.^  Kom.  8.  3.  What  gricvauce,  or  burden,  is  it  to  du 
the  dictate:;  uf  nature?  actions  that  e.isily  and  fieely  flow  from 
their  own  principles?  and  when  blessedness  itself  is  inlotded   in 
those  very  acts  and  inclinations?     llow  infinitely  satislying  and 
deli^tfnl  wilt  it  be,  when  the  soul  shall  find  itself  con  natural  izv(l| 
to  every  thing  in  its  duty  :  and  shall  have  no  other  duty  incuinh> 
cnl  on  it  than  to  be  happy !  when  it  shall  need  no  in^umcnls, 
and  exhortations  to  love  God ;  nor  need  be  urged  and  pleased  J 
as  heretofore,  to  mind  him,  to  fear  before  him!  when  love,  ana  j 
reverence,  and  adoration,  and  pi-aisc ;  when  delight,  and  joy« 
sliall  be  all   natural  acts:  can  you  separate  this,- in  your  own. 
thoughts,  fixtm  the  highest  satiHlaction  ? 

Fourtlily.     This  ima^  will  be  now  perfect ;  every  way,  fuUf - 
porftel. — In  aU  its  jiarOt ;  as  it  is  in  the  first  instant  of  the  souths 
entrance   into  the  state  of   regeneration ;    the  wonih  o(  grace 
knows  no  defective  maimed  births.     And  yet  here  ism) Tittle 
advantage,  as  to  this  kii.d  of  perfcelion.     For  now  those  lively 
lineaments  of  the  new  creature  all  appe.ir,  which  were  much  ob-  ^j 
Hcuied  befoi* ;  every  line  of  glory  is  conspicuous,  every  charac-i^| 
ter  legible,  the  whole  entire  frame  of  this  image  is,  in  its  exact  ^^ 
symmelry  ami  apt  proportions,  visible  at  once.     And  it  is  an  uii- 
sfieakable  aildilion  to  the  pleasure  uf  so  excellent  a  ti-miie-r  *>f^H 
spirit,  that  acenics  from  the  diNcemible  entircness  of  it.     If  ere-^| 
tofore,  some  gracious  dispensittiiin:!  have  been  to  seek,  (ihiuugli  ^ 
the  present  prevalence  of  some  coirujitimi  or  temptation)  when 
tliere  was  most  need  nnd  occasion  for  their  Iwing  rciluced  into 
act.     Hence  the  rcvvard  and  pleasure  of  the  act,  and  improve- 
ment of  the  princi)tle,  wore  lust  together.     Now,  the  eimiI  will 
'<n  etpially  dispoM-il,  to  eveiy  holy  exeixrisc  that  sliall  l>e  suita- 
lo  its  slate.     Its  temper  shall  be  even  and  symmotrnl ;  iU 
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utiirorm,  Kn<l  aj^rccalilc :  nottiinp;  done  out  of  kMPO  ; 
bartitnil  Kcunoiiitblc  omttlecl,  for  wanl  of  n  |)ri-0crit  dispoaiUon  aT 
^Hnl  tlRTCin.  Tlirrti  will  he  iwt  onljr  nn  tinbiluki,  l>al  actual 
cntjr«ne««  of  lli«  fume  of  lM)liin!Ss  in  thft  bleMcd  soiil. — Again 
this  imago  will  be  per/eetin  degrte ;  so  as  tocxctiuto  nil  tU-grees 
'  it5  contrary,  aod  to  include  all  cle^recs  of  iistlf.     Thuie  will  < . 

bo  no  lon;;*?r  any  colluctalioTi  witb  contrary  |)rinci|)lc!i ;  no 
l<v  Iti  the  mrinhcrii  warring  against  llie  Kiw  of  the  luintl ;  no 
■fttin;;!!  of  (he  flesh  against  tlie  H^iril.  That  war  is  now  erKlcd 
a  glorious  victor}',  nnt)  eternal  {>uJic(;.  There  will  be  no  re> 
BaiuinK  blindness  of  mind,  nor  error  of  Judsinool,  nur  perrerse- 
less  oi  will,  nor  irroguUritj'  or  rebellion  of  aifcclions  ;  no  igno- 
iicc  of  Cod,  no  avenution  from  liim,  or  diMirvrlion  (onurds 
Sua.  This  likeneH!)  removes  all  culp^tblc  diN.siniilitude  or  un- 
Tbis  communicated  glory  lili»  up  the  wbulu  »oiil, 
htl  clouds  and  darkness  to  X'anisb,  leaver  no  place  for  any 
liiug  that  is  vile  or  in^loriouti ;  it  i»  pui-c  glory,  free  from  mix- 
lire  of  any  iliing  that'is  alien  to  it.  And  it  is  itself  full.  Tbe 
Dul  is  rcplcnixbed,  not  with  oiry,  evonid  shndowii ;  but  with 
absUntial,  wilid  glory,  a  matrntve,  weif^ity  glory,  {i  Cor.  4,  17.) 
nr  I  kivow  not  but  subjcMtivi^!  glory  in«v  its  taken  in  within  Iho 
'~~'ficancr  of  that  known  tti^riplurr,  ii  it  Ihj  not  more  princi- 
tnti-ndod  :  in  as  much  as  tlie  text  speaks  of  a  glory  to  be 
rrou(;ht  out  by  afBictions,  which  are  the  tiles  and  furnaees,  aa  it 
icre,  to  {wlish  or  refine  the  soul  into  a  glorious  frame.  It  it 
iniubted  glory,  glory  added  to  glory.  Hero  it  is  glowing  pio- 
BMiiro  glory,  we  are  chungrd  into  the  same  image  from  ginry 
i^nry.  i  Cor.  3.  18.  It  nh^ill,  now,  be  Mable,  eunnislent 
iry :  that  carries  a  seir-rnlne:>s  wtih  it  (which  some  include 
in  the  notion  of  purity*  :)  it  is  full  of  itself,  includes  every 
tgrvc  requisite  to  its  own  perfection.  Ood  hath  now  put  the 
hand  la  this  glorious  image,  added  to  it  its  ultimate  accom- 
IbhrnuDla.  Now,  a  conformity  to  Christ,  even  in  Ihc  resurrcc- 
Uim  from  thcdi-ixl,  in  his  glorious  state,  is  fully  attained.  Tluit 
priro  of  the  high  calling  »(  fiwl  i»  now  won.  Ami  the  humble 
of  not  having  att.-iined  »«  yet,  and  of  not  being  already 
erfcrt  (in  which  humility,  the  foundation  of  the  temple  of  Ciod 
I  m  saint  is  laid,  and  the  building  raised)  is  turned  into  joyful 
riedamations,  "Grace,  grace!"  lor  the  laying  on  of  the  top- 
tfUiot,  (he  finishing  of  this  etorious  work.  And  when  this  tem- 
ple i«  lilhrd  with  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  the  soul  itself  replenish- 
ed with  tbt'  divine  I'uluess  will  not  it'<  Joys  be  full  too  '  For  here 
is  no  aacfifire  to  lie  oll'ered  but  that  of  prailrC,  and  joy  is  (ho 
pii>|irr  seasuiiiug  for  ttut  Mcrificc. 

'  puni..,  tm  i|„f>,|  |>H|  |(tnniiD  Mil,  n  €|i)ui)  niiiiimum  bnl«i  nlieni :  Uuti  is 
1 1  l<  iH>«iMinM  n  solf-tidiMW,  and  wliich  lias  the  Iciuit  of  w)uU  ^Ibr- 
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Now,  the  npw  ercMure  hath  arrived  In  l}ie  measure  of 
statute  of  a  perfect  niun  iii  Christ  Jesus.  The  (irst  rorniaiion  of 
this  spiritual,  as  well  as  of  the  natural  man,  was  hidden  and  se- 
cret ;  it  was  curiou^jr  wroii):ht,  and  in  a  vraj  no  more  liable  lo 
observation,  than  that  of  franiins  the  child  in  the  womb ;  as  dial 
is  u  hidden  u  the  concocliun  of  minerals,  or  precious  stones,  in 
Ihc  lower  parU  of  the  earth.  No  secrets  of  nature  can  outvie 
the  mjrttcf  ies  of  ^dliness.  Its  ^rowlh  is  also  by  very  insensi- 
ble deereest  as  it  is  with  the  products  of  nature  ;  but  its  arrival 
to  perfection  is  infinitely  more  stran(?e,  than  any  thing  in  nature 
««3r  wnn.  How  sudden  and  wonderful  is  the  change  ;  when,  in 
the  twinkling  of  nn  eye,  the  hles»ed  soul  instantly  awakes  out 
of  drowsy  tan^nishings,  and  miserahle  weakness,  into  peifect 
Mrenj^th  and  vigor  !  As  a  man  is,  so  is  his  stren^h  ;  and  as  his 
strength  is,  so  is  his  joy  and  pleasure.  The  sun  is  said  lo  go 
forth  as  a  strong  roan,  rejoicing  to  run  his  race.  Psal.  19.  S. 
When  a  man  goes,  in  the  fullncas  of  his  ttlrength,  upon  any  en- 
terprizc  ;  how  do  his  blood  and  spirits  (riumpli  beforehand  !  no 
anotioD  of  band,  or  foot,  is  without  a  senitible  delight.  The 
istrcngth  of  a  man's  spiiit  is,  unspeakably,  more  than  that  of  the 
'OUtward  man;  its  faculties  and  powers  more  refined  and  raised  : 
and  hence  are  r^itiiinal  or  intellectual  exercises  and  operations, 
tnuch  more  delightful  than  corporal  ones  can  be.  But  (still,  ns 
the  man  is,  so  is  his  strength)  it  is  an  incomparably  greater 
strengtli  that  attends  the  heaven-bom  man.  This  man  bom  of 
God,  begotten  of  God,  alter  his  own  likeness;  this  hero  this 
Son  of  God,  was  born  to  conflicts,  to  rictorics  to  triumphs.  While 
he  is  yet  but  in  his  growing  age,  he  overcomes  the  world  (as 
Hercules  the  serpents  in  hii»craillc;)  overcomes  the  wicked  one, 
and  is  nt  last  more  Ihnn  con(]ueror.  A  mighty  power  attends 
godlineu  ;  "  a  spirit  of  power,  and  of  a  sound  mind  ;"  hut  how 
mur.h  this  divine  creature  grows,  so  much  the  more  like  God: 
and,  being  perfect,  conflicts  cease ;  he  had  overcome  and  won 
the  crown  before.  And  now  all  his  strength  runs  out  into  sets 
of  ple.isure.  Now  when  he  shall  go  forth  in  his  might  lo  love 
God,  (as  we  are  required  lo  love  him  ni>w  with  all  our  might) 
and  every  act  of  praise  shall  he  nn  act  of  power,  done  with  a 
Allness  of  strength  (ns  it  is  said  their  praises,  at  the  bringing 
borne  of  the  nrk,  were  with  all  their  might)  0  !  what  will  tho 
pleasure  be  that  shall  accompany  this  state  of  perfection  \  Per- 
feet  power,  and  perfect  pleasure  are  here  met,  and  shall  for  ever 
dwell  together,  and  be  always  commensurate  lo  one  anolhef. 
rhey  are  so,  here,  in  their  imperfccl  state  :  our  leehte,  spiritless 
Juties,  weak,  dead  prayers  :  they  have  no  more  sweetness  than 
[fltrenglh,  no  more  pleasure  than  power  in  them.  Therefore  we 
listless,  and  have  do  mind  to  duties,  as  we  find  we  are  ftiore 
]uently  destitute  of  a  ftpirilual  liveliness  and  vigor  therein. 
'  WbcD  a  ^irit  of  might  and  power  goes  on  with  us  in  the  wont- 
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ed  cmiito  of  our  converses  wilh  God,  we  llien  foreeasl  oppor- 
tuoitioi,  and  gla<lly  welcome  the  season,  when  it  extraoi'dinarily 
emin,  of  drawing  nif(h  («  him.  It  caDnot  be  thought,  that  the 
camMxioti  and  proportion  between  these  t^hould  fail  in  fdorj' ; 
or  lh«t,  when  every  thing  else  is  perl'crl,  the  bleesed  soul  itself 
aide  perfect,  even  as  G<k1  himMcll'  is  perfect,  in  this  bearing  his 

[Ukeoess,  should  be  unlike  him  in  Misn ;  or  its  satisfacltoo  be  im- 

f  perfect. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


I  Hh  BtfUknioa  caniMl  in  ibc  glory  of  God  imprriwrd,  hnvinft  b(t«o  cminil- 
*ml  in  iht  jirvmliii^  rimplrh  grttwlljf,  iliinow  (3)  shown  by  JnatancMi: 
rertain  Miiirnliin  uf  On-  imprewion  uiHiHiifpil  ui  a  dependetii  frame  of 
ffirit,  Mibj«ctinn  or  iwlf-il<'vutiiig ;  hnv,  purii}',  liberty,  tranipiilliij'. 

Bat  besides  the  f^nenl  consideration  of  this  likeness,  we 
■hall  instance, 

[S.]  In  some  of  the  particular  exrelleiu^ie^  co ni pre h ended  in 
u,  wherein  the  ble$«ed  shall  imitate  and  resemble  (iod  ;  whence 
we  ntsy  further  estimate  the  pleasure  and  satisfaction,  that  heinj; 
like  God  will  alTord.  Only  here  let  it  be  remembered,  that  as 
we  all  niong  in  this  discourse,  speak  of  likeness  to  Go«)  i»  respect 
of  morsl  excellencies ;  so  by  likcncM  to  him,  in  respt-ct  of  these, 
we  understand,  not  only  a  participation  of  those  which  arc  com- 
■Qoicfthle  ;  but  a  correspondt^nl  impres.t  also,  ns  to  Ihooe  that 
ate  incontmuoicable ;  as  hath  been  more  distinctly  o}>ened  in  (ho 
pioponlions  concerning  this  likeness.  Which  being  premised,! 
skwl  give  instances  of  both  kinds,  to  discover  someHhat  of  the 
(■nqtrMsiblc  plca.^urc  of  being  thus  conformed  to  God.  And 
bare,  pretermitiin^  tlic  impress  of  knowledge  of  which  we  have 
ipbkcn  under  the  furmerhead  of  vision;  we  shall  instance, 

First.  In  a  dependont  frame  of  spirit :  which  is  the  proper  im- 
fttm  of  llie  divine  all-sufficiency,  and  self-fulness,  duly  appre- 
ilMided  by  the  blessed  soul.  It  is  not  easy  to  conceive  a  higher 
|4easure,  than  this,  compatible  to  acrealurc, — the  pleasure  of  de- 
paadence  ;  yea,  this  isa  higher  than  we  can  conceive.  Uepend- 
ttaee  (  which  speaks  the  creature's  e^-'''  °^  habitude  to  its  princi- 
ple, am  the  subserviency  which  imports  its  habitude  (o  its  end )  is 
twotbld  : — Nnturnl :  which  is  common  and  essential  to  all  crca- 
Iwn  ;  evi^n  when  no  such  thing  is  thought  on,  or  considered  by 
ibtm.  The  creatures  live,  move,  and  hare  their  beings  in  God, 
rtdwthwtbcjr  think  of  it  or  no.— voluntary,  or  rational:  which  is 
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defaclOi  peculiar ;  and  dejurt,  common,  to  reasonable  creatur 
ua  sudh-      A  dcjtcnilfnce  that  is,  hsguugfvlut,  elecliee  \  nnd,  with 
a  foregoing  reaiyou,  ( which   I   undcintaiKl   by   elective,   not   a    ; 
liberlj   ut'  doin|{,    or   not  (loin);  it)   nn<I   coiicuinilnnl   ronside- 
rnlion  of  wlial  «<•  do,  ami  a[iiiiia<!vtTsion  of  our  own  not:  wlu-n 
knowingly  arid  willingly',  uiideralandiii);  ourselves  in  what  we 
ilo,  w(!  )(u  out  oS  otifBclt'es,  and  live  in  God.     Tfaia  in  the  de^ 
[i«iiiUii»9   of  which  I  speak.     And   it  cannot  but  )>e  altcitded  ' 
with  liiinscendent  pleasure  in  lliat  other  state,  when  that  knowl- 
edge and  an imxd version  shall  be  clear  and  perfect:  both,  as  this 
dcpenilitrK-L-  inipnrtj, — A   ntdlifying  ofHcIf:    and  tnagiiil^ing  (I 
may  call  it  omtlifriiig)  ol'  (lod,  a  making  bim  all  in  all.     As  it 
iniporls  ( which  it  dolh  most  evidently )  a  aelf-annUtitalion,  apta^— 
nuili/\/ing  of  self,  it  is  a  eonlinual  rcco];nitioti  of  my  own  nollH 
in^ne^,  a  niomently,  iterated  confe^ion,  (hat  my  whole  l>eing  1^^ 
nuihing,  but  a  mere  puff  of  precarious  breath,  a  biiM>le  raised 
from  nothing  by  the  arbitrary /a/  of  the  great  Creator ;  reduci- 
ble, had  be  so  pleased,  any  moment,  to  nothing  again.     These 
are  true  and  Juit  acknowledgments,  nnd  to  n  well  tempered  soul 
jnfmitcly  pleasant,  when  the  slate  of  the  ease  is  thoroughly 
dcrstood  (h8  now  it  is)  and  it  hath  the  apprehension  clear;  h 
the  creation  is  sustained,  bow^  and  upon  what  terms  its  awn 
ing,  life  and  blessedness  are  continued  (o  it ;  that  it  is,  every 
meni,  deletmiriablo  Upon  the  constancy  of  tbe  Creator's  wRI, 
that  it  is  not  simply  nothing.     It  is  not  |>ossiblc,  that  any  thing 
sJiould  hinder  thin  conr^idcralion  from  betng  eternally  duligbtful; 
but  diabulical  uncrealnrely  pride,  tliat  is  long  since  banisl. 
heaven,  and  that  hanisbvd  its  very  siibjccis  thence  also.     Not 
ing  can  suit  tliat  temper,  but  lobe  a  God;  to  be  wholly  iiHl< 
pendent;    to  be  its  own  sufficiency.     The lhougbt,*i  of  living  at 
the  will  and  pleasure  of  another,  are  gialing ;  but  they  are  only 
grating;  to  a  proud   heaii,  which,  here,  hatn  no  place.     A  soul 
lialuialized  to  humiliations,  accumstomed  to  |M>Stralions,  and  sclf- 
aba»«ments,  trained  up  in  acts   of  mortification,  and  that  was 
brought  to  glory,  tlirougb  a  continued  course  and  eorios  of  aolf- 
denial ;  that  ever  since  it  fin^l  came  to  know  itself,  was  wonl 
depend  for  every  tiiorneiit'.t  breath,  for  every  gHmiwe  of  U 
for  every  fri^sh   influence  (I  live,  yet  not  I — Gal.  2.  20.)  wit 
wliat  ph:aaui'e  doth  it,  now,  as  it  were  vanish  before  the  Lord ! 
what  deliglit  doth  it  take  to  diminish  itself,  and  as  it  were  disap- 
|>eiu- ;  to  contract  and  shrivel  up  itself,  to  shrink  even  into  a 
point)  into  a  nothing,  in  the  presence  of  ibe  divine  glory  ;  that 
It  may  t>e  all  in  all !  Thint;s  arc  now  pleasant  ( to  the  soul,  in  its 
right  mind )  as  tbey  are  auilable ;  as  they  carry  a  eumclincss  and 
eoiigruily  in  tbern :  and  nothing,  now  appears  more  becoming, 
than  such  a  self-annihilation.     The  distance.s  of  Creator  and 
creature,  of  infinite  and  linile,  of  a  necessary  and  arbitrary  being, 
of  self-originated  and  a  derived  being,  of  what  was  from  eV' 
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^^Mdog  and  what  hod  a  beginning ;  arc  now  bcUef  understotNl 
^H^b  cvei.  AikI  till'  soul  by  huir  inuch  it  is,  now,  coiuc  neater 
^^n!od,  i>  more  ii|)|irclieiisii'c  o(  its  distance.  And  such  a  frame 
aiul  poMiirc  tlulh  hvncc  plcaM.'  il  hcM,  as  dulh  tnusl  tl\y  corres* 
pond  thurolu.  Nulhififi;  is  so  plc-nsing  Id  il,  at  ti>  he  as  il  oughl. 
Tho  Urni[k>r  ia  most  grati-lul  ilial  is  must  proper,  nnd  which  best 
af;r««Jt  with  ilH  slate.  tiepeniJciicc  ihcrtYorc  i»  grvall}'  pkasing, 
«•  it  is  a  Mir-nullifjiii);  ihiiig.  And  }'Vt  it  is,  iit  this  rcs|>ccl, 
^leaoing,  hui  as  a  means  to  a  further  c»d.  The  pleasure  that  at- 
'.  I«nds  it,  is  hi^^her  and  inoie  iiilen.to,  according  as  it  more  imate- 
dialvljr  Biminii  itial  end,  namely — The  m&gnifjrmg  arvd  exalting  of 
Uod  :  which  is  the  most  connatural  thing  to  IHe  holy  bouI  ;  the 
BOst  AtiulamcntAl  and  deeply  impressed  Un-orthc  new  creature. 
Self  gives  place,  (hat  God  may  take  it;  becomes  nothing,  that 
bo  may  U:  all :  il  vanishes,  that  his  glury  may  shine  the  brighter. 
Depeodancc  gives  God  his  proper  gloir.  I(  i^  the  pt^itliar  hon- 
W  aod  prerogative  of  u  Peily,  to  Iiiivo  a  world  of  crealuroJi  hang- 
ing u|Nin  il,  staying  themsulvcs  u[>on  il ;  to  he  the  fulcrum,  the 
BMtre  of  a  lapsing  creation.  When  thisdcpondance  is  voluntary 
■nd  iDlellrgenI,  it  carries  in  it  a  more  explicit  owning  and  acknowl- 
Migucnt  of  God.  Uy  how  much  more  this  is  the  distinct  and  ac- 
Itial  sense  of  my  soul.  Lord,  I  cannot  live  hut  by  thee ;  ho  much 
the  more  openly  and  plainly  do  I  s|>eak  il  out,  Lord,  thou  art 
(tod  alone  :  thou  art  the  fulness  of  life  and  hcing  ;  The  only  root 
f^riii);  of  life  ;  The  everlasting  I  AM  ;  Tho  Utineof  beings, 
liuw  un^fpeak'ibly  plc.tsant,  to  .n  holy  soul,  will  sucli  a  p<-rpet- 
■gnitiun  or  acknowledgment  of  God  bv  !  when  the  peq>etua- 
I  of  iu  being,  shall  be  nothing  else  than  a  perpelualiou  of 
ackitowledgmcnt ;  when  every  renewed  aspiration,  every 
,  o/ery  pulitv  of  the  glorified  soul,  shall  be  but  a  repeli- 
of  it ;  when  it  shall  fini),  il-telf,  in  the  eternity  of  life,  that 
•verlutiitg  state  of  life  uhich  il  now  possesses,  to  he  nothing  else 
than  cverlasiini;  testimony  tliat  God  is  God  :  He  is  so:  for,  I  am, 
I  lire,  I  act,  I  have  the  power  to  love  bim  ;  none  of  which  could 
nthrrwise  he.  When  amongst  the  innumerable  myriads  of  the 
beavfnly  liost,  this  sliall  be  the  mutual,  alternate  testimony  of 
oaeb  In  all  the  te^t  throughout  eienitly,  will  not  this  be  pleasant .' 
Whi-ri  each  sliall  feel  continually  the  fresh  illapses  and  incomes 
of  God,  the  {Miwer  ami  sweetne:i.4  of  divine  inlliJcnoe»,  the  en- 
livening riiror  of  that  vital  breath,  and  find  in  (hcmM-lv«s,  thus 
we  (ivo  and  are  sustained  :  and  are  vet  as  secure,  touching  iho 
nmlintNuice  of  this  state  of  life,  as  it  every  one  were  a  Goil  to 
bimMlf;  arHl  did  each  one  imtisess  an  entire  God-head.  When 
ibvir  arniiblc  dependance  on  him,  in  their  glorified  state,  shall  be 
hi*  pcrpotuid  triumph  over  all  the  imaginary  deities,  the  fancied 
NuHtiiuiy  wh<rrvwilh  he  was  heretol'ore  provoked  to  jealousy  ; 
sod  b*!  shall  iww  have  no  rival  left,  hut  be  ackowh-dgcd  nnd 
lukown,  to  he  all  io  all.     if  ow  pteaaant  will  it  tlien  be,  as  it  werCt 
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(0  lose  themselves  iii  him  !  nnd  to  be  iwallotred  up  in  the  orer- 
coining  sense  of  his  lioundlcw,  all-sulficicnl,  every-wherc  fioWi! 
tng  rulia-ss !  And  thf^n  aild  to  (his  ;  ihoy  do  bjr  this  doprnilnnce 
actually  make  this  fulness  ol"  Gad  iheir  own.  'I'hej  arp  now  mot 
in  one  common  ptineiple  of  life  andblcBsednpss.  that  is  suffiriont 
for  them  all.  They  no  longer  live  a  life  of  care,  arc  perpetually^ 
exempt  from  solicitous  thoughts,  which  here  thcj  could  not  paqH 
feetlj"  attain  to  in  their  cartnl)'  Blate.  They  have  nothing  to  i^^ 
hut  to  depend :  to  hve  upon  a  present  9clf-s(iflicient  pood,  whicK 
alone  is  enough  to  replenish  all  dexircs:  else  it  were  not  scl' 
sufficient.  •!Io»v.,can  we  divide,  in  our  most  ahstraolive  thought 
the  highest  ploasiirc,  the  fullest  satisfaction,  fmm  this  depend 
ance  ^  It  is  to  live  at  the  rale  of  a  (Jod  ;  a  (iod-Uke  life 
ing  ui>on  immense  fulness,  as  he  lires. 

Secondly.    Subjection;  which  1  place  next  to  dependance, 
being  of  the  same  allay  ;  the  product  of  impressed  sovereig^il 
as  (he  other,  of  all   sulficienl   fulness.     Hoth  impressions  u 
the  creature,  corresponding  to  somewhul  in  flod,  most  incomm 
nic.ibly  appropriate  to  him.     This  is  the  soul*s  real  and  practical 
ackoowl(;<kincnt  of  the  supreme  Majesty  ;  its  homage  lo  its  Ma^j 
kcr;  its  scir-dediration  :  than  which  nothing  more  siiitfl  the  BtalHI 
of  a  creature,  or  the  spirit  of  a  saint.     And  as  it  is  suitable,  it  if" 
pleasant.     It  isthat  by  which  the  blessed  soul  becomes,  in  its  own 
sense,  a  consecrated    thing,  a  devoted   thing,  sacred    to  d 
its  very   life  and  whole  being  referred  and  made  over  to 
Wiih  what  delightful  relishc;?,  what  sweet  gusts  of  pleaatire 
this  done  !  while  the  soul  Uslcs  its  own  act ;  approves  it  with 
full  ungainsaying  judgment ;    apprehends  Ihc  condignity  snd  fit 
ness  of  il;  assents  to  itself  herein  ;  and  hath  the  ready  suflTrage^ 
the  harmonious  concurrence  of  all  its  powers  !  When  the  words 
arc  no  sooner  spoken,  "  Worthy  art  thou,  O    Lord,  to  rceci 
glory,  honor  and  power,  for  thou  hast  created  all  thiofi*,  nnd 
lh,v    pleasure  they  arc  and  were  created ;"    hut   they  arc 
sounded  from  the  penetralia,  the  imnotl  troweh,  the  most  ini 
mate  receptacles,  and  secret  chambers  of  the  soul,  O  Lord,  t 
art  worthy  ■  worthy,  that  I,  and  all   things  sliould  be  lo  the' 
worthy,  to  he  the  Omcgn,  as  Ilion  art  the   Alpha,  the  last,  aa 
thou  art   the  first ;  the  end,  as  ihnu   art    (he  beginning  of   ~~ 
things ;  the  ocean  into  which  all  heing  shall  (low,  as  the  lonntal 
from  which  it  sprang.     My   whole  self,  and  all  my  iiowers, 
excellencies  now  implanted   in   my  being,  the  privileges  of 
now  glorified  stale,  are  all  worth  nothing  to  me  hut  for  thee' 
please  me  only,  as  they  wake  me  6tter  for  thee,     O  (he  pleasu 
of  these  sentiments,  the  joy  of  such  raptures!  when  the  soul 
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liftv«  no  oliier  notion  of  itiwlf,  llian  of  an  everlasting  i»c> 
rilinr,  ulways  ascending  to  (Jod  in  lis  own  llBnics. 

For,  (his  dcvotcdne$s  and  auhjectivn  s]>cnk  not,  barely  an  net, 
but  a  stale ;    a  bcin^  to   the  prais«   ot'  (irace :  a   living    (tod. 
IKam.  12.  I.)     And  it  is  no  ini-.in  pleasure  iliat  the  .linr^Tc  mhiI 
■nd*,  in  the  inipiTt'i'ct  bc^nninji^s,  the  first  essays  of  this  tif«,  the 
'  inilial   brealhinK-i  of  such  a  spirit,  il!i  entrance  into  this  blessed 
I  iiMln  :  when  it  malce»  Ihv  fir^t  tender  nnd  pre«cnl  of  itself  lo  Uod 
I  {u  th(!  apostle  expr<:sscs  it:)  when  it  fir^t  begins  (o  esteem  i(- 
'  self  an  h.illnwcd  thing ;  separate  and  9iet  apart  for  God :  its  first 
•ct  oi'  unfeigned   self-reAtjCDation ;  wht;n  tl  tells  God   from  the 
very  heart,  "  1  now  pive  uji  myself  to  tlioe  to  be  thine."     Never 
was  mariirge-CDvenant   made  %silh  such  ji1e.-isure,  with  so  coni- 
phiccnlinl  consent.     This  quitting  claim  to  ourselves,  parting  will) 
fturtutlvcs  upon  such  terms,  to  be  the  Lord's   for  ever :  O  lite 
I  peace,  tho  rest,  the  acquiescence  of  spirit  that  attends  it !  U'hen 
Ibe  |>oor  soul  that  was  weary  of  itself,  knew  not  what  to  do  with 
lilMlf,  hath  now  on  the  suilden  foimil  this  way  of  dt:<pnMn)c  it- 
I  fr-lf  to  siirh  sn  advanlai^i- ;  lhi;re  i.n  pIcaKure  in  this  treaty.    Kven 
the  precious  breakings  and  relenlings  of  the  soul  lownrd.s  (jod  aio 
I  ]ili.>a>ant.     Hut  O  the  pleasure  of  consent !  of  yielding  nunteUes 
ilo  God,  as  the  apostle's  expression  is,  Row.  ti.  13.     When  tho 
I  util  ia  orercorae,  and  cries  out,  *'  Lcuxl,  now  I  resign,  1  yield, 
now  thy  own  light,  I   give  up  myself  to  thee.     That 
ag  IS  subjection,  sclf-devolinf{ ;  in  order  to  future  service  •\ 
J  and  obedience,  To  whom   yc  yielil  yourselves  servants  lo  obey 
l*e.  ver.   Ifi.     And  never  did  any    man  enrol  himself,  as  a  ser- 
[unt  lo  the  greatest   prince  on  earth,  with  such  joy.      What 
iloasuip  is  tliere  in  the  often  iterated  recognition  of  these  trans- 
tioim '.    in  multiplying  fiuch    bounds  upon  a  man's  own  »oul 
(though  done  faintly,  while  the  fe^r  of  breaking,  cheeks  its  joy 
taking  them  on  ! )  When  in  the  uttering  of  Ihusc  words,  1  am 
Bit  Mrvanl,  0    lyord  ;  thy  servant,  the  son  of  thine  haml-mnid, 
[Psal.   I  Itl.   1(i. )  that  is,  thy  born-servant,  (alhidinjt  lo  that  cus- 
at>d  law  among  the  Jews,)  tliy  servant  devoted  to  thy  fear ; 
[PmI.  119.  3<1.}  a  man  linds  they  fit  his  spiiit,  and  are  aptly  ex- 
ii\'o  of  the  true  sense  of  his  soul,  is  it  not  a  grateful  thing? 
knd  how  pleasant  is  a  Mate  of  life  consequent  and  agieeable  to 
ueh  Iranurtions  and  eovenants  with  God  !  When  it  is  meat  and 
rink  to  do  his  will !  When  his  zeal  eats  a  m.in  up ;  and  one 
II  bnd  himself  secretly  consuming  for  God  !  and  the  vigor  of 
wul  exhaled  in  his  service  !  Is  it  not  a  pleasant  thins  so  to 
n<l  and  be  spent  ?  When  one  can  in  a  measnre  find  ttiat  his 
rill  is  one  with  God's,  transformed   into  the  divine  will :  that 
?re  is  but  one  common  will  and  interest,  ai>d  end  between  him 
us:  and  so,  that  in  serring  God   we  reign  with  him;  in 
itng  ourselves  for  him,  wo  are  perfected  in  him.     Is  not  this 
rpleasanl  life  }   Some  heathens  have  spoken  at  such  a  rate  of 
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lliui  kinil  of  lifo,  M  mif^ht  mnke  ua  wonder  and  blush.     One 
!>|)€akinK  of  ■   vir(uoii9  |N.-r9un,  (Seneca  de  vita  heala,  Itli.  lb.  ) 
Hilh  ;  ej  ut  bonus  tnitet  ferel  vulnera,  ^-c.  hr  ia  aea  good 
diet  (hat  bears  ivoundt,  and  nuiubcra  scars ;  and  last,  smilK 
Ihroiiflh  Willi  darts,  djing,  will  love  the  empvror  for  wbom 
falls  ;  he  will  (uilb  he)  keep  in  mind  that  ancient  |>rcccpl,  fo 
low  (>o<l.     Hul  ibei'o  are  that  coiupUin,  cry  out  and  gruan, 
•re  coDipetlcd  by  force  lu  do  his  eoinminidy,  and  hurried  in(o_ 
ihcm  Sf;aiiiet  their  will,  anil  what  a  inadnoas  is  it  (saiiJi  he) 
be  drawn   rather   than   fulluw?    And  |ir<:>en(ly   after  Mubjoit 
( Eptst.  96. )  "  Wc  arc  born  in  a  kingdom ;  to  obey  God  ia  lil 
ty."     The  Htmc  person  writes  in  a  letter  to  »  friend  :  "If  thoB 
believe  ine  when  1  most  freely  discover  to  Ihee  the  most  secret 
fixe^t  temper  of  my  soul,  in  all  thin^  my  mind  is  thus  forineij 
1  obey  not  Uod  so  properly  as  1  assent  to  him.     I  follow  hii 
with  all  my  heart,  not  because  I  cannot  avoid  it."     And  aikolh< 
(Epiclct.  bm:hir.)  "  Lead  me  to  whatsoever  1  amspjminled,  an 
I  will  follow  thee  cheerfully  ;  but  if  I  refuse,  or  be  unwilling,  1 
thnll  follow  notwithstanding."  ^h 

A  soul  cast  into  such  a  mould,  formed  in  an  obediential  subjfl4fi| 
frame,  what  sweet  peace  doth  it  enjoy !  how  pleasant  rest !  JCv- 
cry  thing  rests  roost  composedly  in  its  proper  place.  A  bone 
out  of  Joint  knows  no  ease,  nor  lets  the  body  enjoy  any.  The 
creature  is  not  in  its  place  but  when  it  is  thus  subject,  is  in  tliia 
aubordination  to  God.  Oy  flying  out  of  this  suhorduiaiioo,  the 
world  of  mankind  >s  become  one  great  disjointed  body,  full  of 
weary  tossings,  unacquainted  with  e^isc  or  rest.  That  soul  th.it 
19,  but  in  a  degree,  reduced  to  lli.it  blcfsed  ilute  and  temper,  is 
M  it  were  in  a  new  world  ;  su  great  and  happy  a  change  doth  it 
now  feel  in  itself.  liut  when  thin  li^n.ifurmalion  shall  be  eom- 
pteled  in  it ;  and  the  will  of  tiod  shall  be  no  sooner  known  than 
rested  in  with  a  complaccotial  approbation ;  and  every  motion  of 
the  6rst  bimI  great  mover  shall  be  an  efficacious  taw,  or  guide  .ind 
determine  all  our  motions  ;  and  the  lesser  wheels  shall  presenlly 
at  the  first  impulse  of  the  grc.it  and  master-wheel,  without  tt 
least  rub  or  hc»ita(ion  ;  when  iho  Uw  of  »in  shall  no  longer  chef 
the  law  of  (lod  ;  when  all  the  contentions  of  a  rebcUious  Qeek 
all  tbu  count cr-strivings  of  a  pervei^e,  ungovernable  bcatt  ahi 
cease  for  ever  ;  0  unconceivable  btesM>diies9  uf  Ibis  couM-nl,  tk 
pleasure  of  Ibis  joyful  harmony,  this  peaceful  accord  !  Obed( 
ence,  where  it  is  due  but  fi-om  one  creature  to  another,  carriea 
its  no  Muall  advantages  with  it,  and  conduei tile n ess  to  a  pteatianl 
uiisoltciiious  life.  To  be  parliculaily  prescribed  lo,  in  things, 
about  which  our  minds  would  otherwise  be  tost  with  various  »p- 
nrebonsions,  anxious,  unccrliiin  thoughts  ;  how  great  a  privilej 
IS  it  I  I  cannot  forget  a  pertinent  passage  of  an  excellent  persi 
of  recent  memory.*     "And  (snith  be)  lor  pleasure,  1  shall  pr 
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'[  km  mygeif  to  far  from  doting  on  that  popular  Idol,  liberty,  Dul  I 
jlianlljr  iliink  il  poDsiblv  for  any  kiriil  of  obcdioDCC  to  be  nrare 
[p«mrul  than  an  unreslralned  liberty.  Were  there  not  Iniebouiul* 
lif  nui^BlralcB,  of  laws,  of  pJciy,  of  rcnion  in  Ihc  heart,  every 
mun  would  bare  a  fvol,  1  add,  n  mud  tyrnnl  to  biti  master,  ttml 
||vnuld  niutli|ily  more  Mrrotvs,  (ban  lirinr?  und  iWins  did  to  Adani, 
en  Ku  W.1)  freeil  from  the  bb»ii  at  »np«,  and  ihv  re»tiain(  of 
■railJM  ;  and  wikti  sure  greater  sbve  in  tlie  wildcmctw,  than  in 
be  Jnclosure.  Would  but  the  Scripture  permit  me  that  kind  of 
dolalrr,  the  binding  my  faith  and  obedience  to  any  one  visihio 
nfaUible  judge  or  prince,  were  it  the  pope,  or  the  inufli,  or  the 
id  Tartar  ;  might  it  be  teconcileable  with  my  creed,  il  would 
■inly  be  with  my  interest,  to  get  presently  into  that  posture 
fti  obedience.  1  should  learn  so  much  of  the  Barbarian  Ambas- 
kiadors  in  Appian,  which  camo  on  purpose  to  the  Romans  to  nc- 
IfDciatc  for  leave  to  be  their  tiervanta.  Il  would  be  my  policy  if 
l>ot  my  piety  :  and  may  now  be  my  wish,  though  not  mr  faith, 
Tlhat  I  nii^hl  never  have  the  trouble  to  dclibcnite,  to  dispute,  to 
Houbt,  to  cbooae,  (those  Mmmiy  |ir(>ritk'ssun(-n*incMca)  hut  only 
Tilhe  liiTor  to  receive  conunnnd^,  anrl  ilic  mcckric}>8  lo  obey  ihem. 
iHuw  plca-^urenbie  then  inu^t  olicdicnce  bo  to  the  [>errcct  will  of 
[Mm  blessed  God,  when  our  wills  shall  also  he  perfectly  attemj>er- 
utd  oonfbrmed  (hereunto !  Therefore  are  we  taught.  Thy  will 
I  done  in  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven.  Ferfectisaimum  in  auo  gentre 
\  mtnsttra  rtUqnorum  :  what  w  nrosf  perfect  m  ila  kind,  gi'wa 
[rvU  to  Ike  rest. 

Thirdly.  I^ve.  This  is  an  eminent  part  of  the  image  or  like- 
Eftcss  of  God  in  his  saints  ;  as  il  is  that  great  attribute  of  the  di- 
le  being  that  b,  alone,  put  to  give  us  &  notion  of  God  ;  God  is 
r*  ( I  John  4.  fl.  16.)     This  is  nn  excellency  (considoril  whe- 
lier  in  it«  original,  or  copy)  made  up  of  ploasantness.     .\ll  love 
ilh  complaconry  or  plea-iure  in  (be  nature  and  must  formal  no- 
>n  of  it.     To  search  for  pleasure  in  love  is  (he  ume  tiling  as  if 
.  man  should  be  solicitous  to  find  water  in  the  sea,  or  light  in 
bodv  of  the  sun.     Love  to  a  friend  is  not  without  high  plea- 
■,  when  especially  he  is  actually  present,  and  enjoyed,  love 
■  saint  rises  higher  in  nobleness  and  pleasure,  aceonling  to  the 
excellent  qualification  of  its  object.     It  is  now  in  its  high- 
improvement,  in  both  these  aspects  of  it ;  where  whatsoever 
nnds  to  gratify  otir  nnlurc,  whether  as  human,  or  holy,  will  bo 
its  full  (terfectioii.  Now  doth  the  soul  take  up  its  staled  dwell- 
•K  in  lore,  even  in  Gml  who  is  love  ;  and  ns  he  is  love  :  it  is 
]«r  enrlosed  with  love,  encompassed  with  love,  il  is  convemnt 
the  proper  region,  and  element  of  lore.     The  love  of  God  is 
pfffened  in  it.     That  love  which  is  not  only  participated 
him,  but  terminated  in  him,  that  perfect  love  (I  John.  -t. 
|8. )  casts  out  tonncntiiig  fear ;  sothalhereis  plc.nsuro  without 
dure,    ilow  naturally  will  (he  bicucd  soul  now  dissoive  oud 
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mell  Into  plexstire  !  It  U  new  framed  on  purpose  for  love-enil»r«- 
ees  and  eiijoynients.  It  shall  now  love  like  (lod,  as  one  compo- 
sed of  love,  it  Ghall  no  longer  be  its  complaint  and  burden,  lliat 
it  cannot  retaliate  in  (liis  kind  ;  that  being  uelovvd  i(  cannot  love. 
Kourlhlf.  i'uritr.  Iltircin  also  must  (he  blessed  soul  icscin- 
hie  (toil,  and  di-li|i;hl  iisolf.  Every  one  Ihal  hull)  this  hope, 
(iininciy  of  bviiii(  bcrcitricr  like  God,  and  suvitiK  bim  a»  be  is) 
jiiiribclh  liiniHeU  as  be  is  pure.  A  ^nd-likv  purily  i»  inliniulcljr 
connected  wiih  the  expectation  of  future  blessedness,  much  more 
with  the  fruition.  "  Klessed  .ii'e  the  pure  in  heart ;  besides 
reason  tliere  annexed,  for  they  shall  see  (iod,"  (which  is  to 
eonsidered  under  the  other  head,  the  pleasure  unto  which  tbi 
likeness  disposes)  that  proposition  carries  its  own  reason  inilself. 
It  is  an  iiicompniatile  pleasure  that  purity  carries  in  its  own  na- 
lure  :  ns  sin  )i»lli  in  its  very  nature,  besides  its  conseijucnt  lOiilt 
and  sorrow,  trouble  and  torment  beyond  exprcMion.  Wbalao* 
ever  defiles,  doth  atflo  disturb :  nor  do  any  but  pure  pleasures 
serve  the  name.  *Aii  F^picurus  himself  will  tell  us,  (A«re 
twt  be  pleasure  wUliout  imJtdom,  honeaty  and  righleowitKM. 
is  least  of  all  possible  there  should,  when  once  a  person  shall 
have  a  right  knowlcdfte  of  liimsi?ll',  and  ( which  is  the  moral  i 
purity  whereof  we  speak )  the  lilihiness  of  sin.  I  doubt  not 
inncli  of  the  tomieiil  of  hell,  will  consist  in  those  too  Ule,  and 
despuiiin);  self-louthings,  those  sickly  resentments,  the  impure 
wretches  will  he  possessed  with,  when  they  see  what  hideous  de- 
formed mnnstcr.H  Iht-ir  own  wickedness  hath  made  them.  Here 
the  gralilicatioiis  of  sense  that  attend  it,  hiibe  and  seduce  their 
judgments  into  another  estimate  of  sin  :  but  then  it  shall  b«  no 
longer  Ibouglil  of  under  the  more  favorable  notion  of  a/Xwiuva^ 
they  shall  taste  nolhitif;  but  the  f^all  and  wormwood.  It  is  cer- 
tainly no  improbable  tnio^,  but  that  reason  being  now  so  fully 
reclilicd  and  undeceived,  vizors  torn  off,  and  things  now  appear- 
>nj(  in  their  own  likeness  ;  so  much  will  be  seen,  and  apprehend- 
ed of  the  intrinsic  evil  ami  malignity  of  their  vitiated  natures,  oa 
will  serve  for  the  matter  of  further  torment ;  while  yet  !i«ch 
sight  can  do  no  more  to  a  change  of  their  temper,  than  the  devi 
faith  doth  to  theirs.  Such  sights  being  accompanied  with  th 
ao-hopo  of  ever  attaining  a  better  state,  do  therefore  no  w 
lend  lo  mollify  or  demulce  their  spirits,  but  to  increase  their  rage 
and  torment.  It  is  however  out  of  ijueslion,  that  the  purity  of 
heaven  will  infinitely  enhance  the  pleasure  of  it  :  for  it  is  more 
certain,  the  intrinsical  goodness  ol  holiness  [which  term  1  need 
not  among  these  instances  ;  inasmuch  as  the  thing  admits  not 
one  entire  notion,  but  lies  partly  under  (bis  head,  partly  iind' 


,  OS 

i 


% 


'U'liiKw  iloct/ine  a*  m  thin  mntm  of  p|«««ur>,  it  oat  to  much  to  Im!  blamed 
OS  lii»  jinwlifi-;  if  lM>ih  bo  ri^IiUy  rrprMt-Jilud  (o  jib. 

[V.\.  Cii-rr.  1.  i]<-  Fin.)  'Oc'x  t'atir  ij'irui  ;^  f  t^rtv  to  if^oi-^oiwt  1*1 
ttautmttioii.  ~  "*" 
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ie  Meond,  thai  of  ilerul<t()(i«!i9  to  God)  will  hu  fiillr  understood 

beaveitt  than  the  intrtiiRicol  evil  of  sin  in  livll :  nnd  when  it  is 

■n<leiA[ooi1,  will  it  nnl  eltect?  will   it  iiol  [>lf »»« ?     Even   litre, 

sw  pleasing  are  things  (n  (he  pure  ( but  i»  de^re<-  flu)  lti;it  jinrtici- 

te  of  the   divine  purity  !     Thy  word  is  very  pure,  imilh   the 

ilinist,  Psal.  117,  l-IU.  therefore  ihy  servant  loveih  it.     Under 

hiH  notion  do  holy  ones  take  pleasure  in  each  other ;  beeaiise 

Itey  Boe  somewhat  of  tlic  divine  likenow,  their  Father's  intake, 

one  anolhor :  will  it  not  be  muuh  inorv  plvii»in{r  to  6rMl  it  each 

10  perfect  it»  himself  ?  to  fe<^l  the  ease  and  prare,  and  rest,  iliat 

laturaily  ^oe»  with  it  ?     A  man  that  hath  any  lov«  of  clcanli- 

i-itR,  if  ea&ually  plunged  into  the  mire,  he  known  not  what  to  do 

l^rith  himself,  he  fancies  his  own  clothes  to  abhor  him  (aa  Job 

■  riMtorieally  speaks,  Job.  9. )  so  dotli  as  nnlural  a  pleasure  attemi 

irily  ;  it  hath  it  even  in  itself.     The  words  of  the  pure  (s.-iiilt 

Ite  wise  man)  are  plciunnt  wonts  (Pro v.  15.  ^0.]  words  of  plea- 

Lmtlne!>s  it  iiii,i;ht  hv  rend.     That  puic  breath  thai  ^»rs  from  him, 

lb  not  wiihntil  a  certain  pleasurubleness  accompaiiyintf  it.     And 

if  to  to  another,  much  more  to  himself,  especially  when  every 

Ihini'  eorres|N)nds  ;  and  (as  the  expression  is)  he  iiods  LimMlf 

(tt-an  thrnu|:liout.  .it 

Fifthly.  I.iherty,  anotlier  part  of  the  divine  lilcenesa,  wherein 
»*  are  to  tmilalc  (Jod,  cannot  but  be  an  unspeakable  salisfaclinn. 
ljupimfiiug  such  a  state  of  the  notion  of  the  liberty  as  nay  render 
il  really  a  perfection  :  which  otherwise  it  would  be  a  wickedness 
In  im|iute  lo  Ood,  and  an  impossibility  to  parluke  from  him.  I 
bere  speak  of  iho  moral  liberty  of  a  saint,  as  such  ;  not  of  the 
nalurTil  liberty  of  a  man,  as  a  man  :  and  of  the  liberty  consum* 
Bate  of  wtintM  in  glory  not  of  tlie  inchoate  imperfect  liberty 
of  mints  on  earth.  And  therefore  the  intricate  controver- 
liei  about  the  libeily  of  the  human  will,  lie  out  of  our  way,  and 
Deed  not  give  us  any  trouble.  It  is  out  of  ((ucstion  (hat  (his  li- 
'  crty  consists  not  (what  ever  may  be  said  of  any  other)  in  an 
at  propension  lo  good  or  evil ;  nor  in  (he  will's  independency 
loo  llie  practical  understanding  ;  nor  in  a  various  uncertain  muta- 
l^llty,  or  inconntancy  ;  nor  is  it  such  as  is  opposed  to  all  necessi- 
[iT  ;  it  is  not  a  liberty  from  the  government  of  God/  nor  from  a 
jcler  mina(ion  to  iht^  simply  best,  and  most  eligible  objects.  Itut 
a  libiTty  from  the  servitude  of  sin,  from  the  scduclion  of  a 
itided  judgment ,  and  the  allurement  of  any  insnnring  for- 
len  object ;  consisting  in  an  unbounded  amplitude  and  en- , 
largedness of  soul  towards  God, and  indelerniitintion  to  any  infe- , 
nor  good  :  resultim^  from  an  entire  «iuhjei'tti)n  to  the  divine  will^ 
a  ntlimiasion  to  the  order  of  God,  and  steady  .vUiercnce  to  him. 


*WI)irhi>aDomor«dc)iinil>I<!BUUeiliiuidia(  wliicli,  I  rcmi-mhcr.  Oie  liiAo- 
nn  Uib  ua  wa*  dto  comJilioa  of  llio  AnMeiiianx ;  wlm  lim  iiiK  rn.-ci  cff  ibr  irm-. 
(nn«M.  iJui  WW  over  iben^  Iracamo  In^rnl,  kiIuIujiic  ■:(  magis  ain?  Iluiniiio 
fMO)  tB  ybsnaic.  rtnrdlcd,  Uccntimii^  and  mthvr  iu  a  ntsto  uraiuuctij'  ttinu 
If  ErvcdoiD. 
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Anil  unio  which  tho  mnny  descriptions  «nil  elogtM  iigrpc  m<M 
imJisptititliljr,  wliirh  from  suiidrj'  uiitlMrs  nve  cotigcHled  together 
by  (liliU'ur,*  in  (hnl  iiifci^iiious  Iraclnle  of  liberty.  As  th.il,  he  is 
frcit  Ihal  lives  aa  be  will,  ( rmm  Cicen>  iiMi.ited  on  by  S.  Aug.  de 
Civil.  Ui-i  lib.  i  I.  c.  2^.)  (hat  is  who  never  wishes  any  thing,  nor 
fears  any  thing ;  who  in  all  things  acquiesces  in  the  will  of  (lod  ; 
who  minds  nothing;  but  his  own  things,  and  accounts  nothing  his 
oWQ  but  God ;  who  favors  nothing  but  God  ;  who  is  moved  only 
by  tho  will  of  God.  A^in  ;  hv  is  free,  itiat  cannot  be  hindercii, 
bcine  willing,  noi  furccd  being  unwilling  (from  Kpicletus)  that  is 
who  Iialh  always  hii  will ;  ns  hiiving  porfi-ctly  tiuhjectcd  it  lo  the 
will  of  God,  as  (he  same  author  explains  himself.  Again  ;  he  is 
free  that  i«  master  of  himself  (from  the  Civilians)  that  is  (as  ih^t 
Uikeiiy  respects  tlie  spirit  of  a  man)  that  hath  a  mind  independ' 
enl  oil  auy  thing  foreign  and  alien  lo  himself.  That  only  fellows 
God  (from  I'hilo  Judeus;)  (hat  lives  according  to  hb  own  reason 
(from  Aristotle:)  with  many  more  of  like  import;  that  alone 
does  I'ulty  and  perfectly  suit  that  state  of  hberty  the  blessed  eoui 
shall  hereafter  uternully  enjoy;  as  that  author  ol^en  acknow^H 

This  is  "  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God  ;  the  li- 
berty wherewith  tlie  Son  makes  free.  Liberty  indeed,  measured 
and  regulated  by  the  royal  law  of  liberty,  and  which  is  perfected 
only  in  a  perfect  conformity  thereto.  There  is  a  most  servildn 
liheriy,  a  bcin^  free  from  ri)|;hteousness,J  which  under  that  sp^H 
ciousname  and  sliow,  enslaves  a  man  to  corruption  :||  and  there 
is  as  free  service,  by  which  a  man  is  still  the  mure  fre«,  by  how 
much  the  more  he  serves,  and  is  subject  to  lus  su]>erior*s  will, 
and  governing  influences ;  and  by  how  much  the  less  {Wisihle 
is,  he  »hoitld  swerve  (herefrom.^     The  nearest  approaches  thcr 

'LiWrtas  notirn  iion  r«t  githjrictio  nd  IVum  Ibniuitlter,  wed  amplitiiilo  eo 
neqiirjis  enni.     Our  liliprty  romiinlK  fomiolly  not  in  Mir  mthicdinii  unto  r 
Inii  ill  thul  FnlnrKriliiRs  ul'  aoiil  which  U  its  mulL     (iibicu^  De  lilii-n.  [>rt4 
crcaltmu,  lib.  1.  ■:.  IB. 

fQiiani  invpxcrc  nbi.  adjuvmu  Mrvitiilrm.  P.l  mmt,  qiiodAminodo,  prop 
lilwrtatL'  ca|ilivi.  'Thvy  jirortioio  the  BrmnKlfl  which  the»  hate  lirou)rlit  i 
on  thciiuvkco.  And  ili«^'  an  in  a  tvntv  bIsvch  io  iheir  iitmi)'.  (Boetb.  < 
Cik)  Noctil  quii  valcat  tmlii  Miiciuiin.    lie  forges  his  own  chain.  Sca.  Tn 

{Rom.  a  30. 

liapM.2. 

jl.ihprior  quo  ilivhiiio  (^nitiv  «ulij«r1ior.     Primiim  I.ibcwm  niliilrium,  »|U 
1ii>inii>i  ilaium  vM,  iiiiaiKli) priinumcrHutu^ vm  rvctiu,  piiiuii  lum  pvcciuv; 
potuil  M  p'-ccan:     ll'ic  .1111*111  iioviwimiun  ei  potctiiiuB  eril.'jn"  p*r^«* 
(Kiluil.     'I'lic'  ttinrr  ini1>ji-rt  In  itiviti''  paca  ihc  mon'  frpc     Tlini  nrifinnl  ftwd 
will  wiiif  h  wo«  jTi**"!!  to  nien  when  he  wnn  creaieil  tn  rrciitiiHr  ipivn  tbo  pow- 
tr  of  avuithiig  hhi;  hut  il  alsogatv  the  )>owt-rof  oonimiltins  it:  whereaalliBI 
which  i*  now  li«'Biovri?il  la  Inftrior  in  t]i«  fonnn'  an  il  iootuiMS  the  1 
of  sinning.    Aug.  dc  Clvitat.  Dei  lib.  20.  t.  90. 
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hrt  of  Ihe  soul  to  God;  its  most  intimate  union  vUh  bim,  and 
'  tnttre  subjection  to  him  in  its  glorilied  stale,  makes  its  liberty 
!  Conminmate.  Now  ia  its  deliveraDce  complete,  its  bands  are 
frllen  ofT;  it  is  perfectly  disentangled  rromal)  the  snares  of  death, 
In  wliii-li  it  vraft  formerl}'  bcid  ;  it  is  tinder  no  reslrainis,  oppres»> 
td  by  i)«  weight.'),  held  down  hy  no  clogs ;  it  hnlh  the  free  exer- 
ei»c  of  all  it«  [lowers ;  halW  every  faculty  and  utTcetion  at  com- 
mand. How  uncotic-eivnble  a  pleasure  is  this?  With  whnt  dc- 
Ight  doth  the  poor  prisoner  entertain  himself,  when  his  mannclcs 
Lvid  fetters  are  knocked  off!  when  he  is  enlarged  from  his  loath- 
le  dUDMon,  and  the  bouse  of  bis  bondage ;  breathes  in  »  free 
f  tir ;  can  (li(tpD»e  of  himself,  and  walk  at  liberty  whither  be  will  *. 
The  bin]  c»ra]>rd  from  his  cai:r,  or  freed  from  his  line  and  stone, 
that  resisted  its  vain  and  too  feeble  stru^lings  before;  how 
pleauiitly  doth  it  range  '  with  what  joy  doth  it  clap  its  wings, 
'  lake  its  flight !  A  faint  emblem  of  the  joy,  wherewith  that 
hteasanl  cheerful  note  shall  one  day  be  #ung  and  chanted  forth, 
Jur  soul  is  escjiped,  as  a  bird  out  of  the  snai%  of  the  fowler;  tiM 
taire  19  broken,  and  we  are  escaped.  There  is  now  no  ptar-e  for 
nieh  a  complaint,  I  would,  but  1  cannot ;  I  would  turn  my  thoughts 
to  glorious  objects,  but  I  cannot.  The  blessed  soul  feels  itself  free 
from  alt  conlinement :  nothing  resists  its  will,  as  its  will  doth 
never  resi»t  the  will  of  God.  It  knows  no  limits,  no  restraints; 
is  not  tied  up  (o  this  or  that  particular  good  ;  hut  expatiates  free- 
ly in  the  immense  universal  oll-comprcbending  goodness  of  God 
himself.*  And  this  liberty  is  the  perfect  image  and  likeness  of 
lh<«  lihrrly  <>f  God,  cupecinlly  in  its  consummate  state.  In  its 
procie.ss  Inwards  it,  it  increases  a^  the  soOl  dmus  nearer  to  God  ; 
jvhich  nearer  njiproach  is  not  in  resi»ect  of  place  or  local  near- 
hiess,  but  likeness  and  conformity  to  nim  ;  in  respect  whereof,  aa 
~  ^  is  most  sublime  antf  excellent  in  himself,  so  is  it  in  him.  Its 
»nsummate  liberty  is,  when  tt  is  so  fully  transformed  into  that 
snow  of  God,  as  that  he  is  all  to  it,  as  to  himself:  so  that 
I  Im  tH  an  infinite  satisfaction  to  himself;  his  likeness  in  this  re- 
Bcl,  is  the  very  satisfaction  itself  of  the  blcmcd  sool. 

*  libenaa  noatm  inhnrrct  diiinn,  itt  cxcmplori  ct  in  i)i.T]>ctDn  pjna  iiaitatio- 

I  vanUnr,  hit*  oitinn,  »ii<-  proim-Muiii,  siw  cuimam  mail  otic  ni  rjti*  iiMu- 

rhe  I.iliprin*  noMm,  in  orui,  c*(  rajincitnii    I)ci.    In  pmirn'Mii.  lilv'nwi  mi 

I  tn«|^  rtnhur:  prosmmin  cnjm  nti^ndilnr  pi-oiMi  ncctiwiim  honiiiiiM  ad   l>e- 

I ;  <|<u  qiiiil«in  nun  liwali  pn>]iin'|iiitntc,  hkiI  iniilnli'inp,  M  (kwiiimiiliMitiiw 

Mat,  L-l  ca  ulii{n«  imitalione  i-t  HWiiiiiilaticin«  wcitniliim  <|unni. 'iriit   IViia 

I  auMnui^  ct  p!ir<'ltuii  luiiptn  iu  homo  trt  mjblimi^  et  I'lflmw  Di-os  r*  aid- 

ia  iim  Deut  m   ni  jnqnit  II.  .Aiifrnitinus.    Our  lilinty  Tullun-j  ibo  lil>my 

'  Om  a*  its  MtlHni,  Olid  soBtim  in  die  )icr)>MiinI  iniitniion  of  liim.  wlwUter 

eoMtdcr  in  riw,  or  progre«ii  or  «onatmiiiiiiii'.-n.    Onrliliorri-iii  its  riacU 

power  of  0™l :  In  in  pngrras,  lil>cm- 1"  n  ihinit  pvaily  incrtaaiiig  in 

'UnMi;  for  (luil  prnRTMB  b  Kconlinti  In  th«  nrsn-t  apivuBcb  ot  mm  M 

J  wlitch  coiuiiu  not  in  local  neaniwa,  but  an  inuiutinii  and  COnformilT  10 

,  io  UhU  aa  God  ia  aubUme  ami  cxr«[]*iii  In  liimsrlf :  m  man  ia  in)l>ni«M 

^aiMlkM  ia  God :  and  Ood  in  hia  exaltstion  m  Miih  Atrpictinc.    Cgn- 

VOL.   t.  12 
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Sixllily.  TranquilUl^.  This  also  is  an  eminent  port  of  tliel 
Mliinilation  (o  Ciod,  whaiein  the  blcstK-(ln<!»8  of  lh«;  holy  soul 
naiil  be  underiilood  to  lie  :  a  perfect  compo.^ur^s  a  {>erp<;liinl  and 
ev(>rlasting;  calm,  an  eternal  vacancy  from  all  tinquioltietis  or  p«t> 
turbatton.  Nothing  can  be  aup]>oi«(td  more  intteparably  agreeiii); 
(o  the  nature  of  (lori  tliuti  tliia  :  whom  scripture  wilnesMS  to  be 
without  Tariahleness  or  shadow  of  change.  There  can  be  no 
commotion  without  mutation,  nor  can  the  least  mutation  have 
place  in  a  perleetly  simple  an<)  unconi pounded  nature  :  whence 
eren  pagan  reason  bath  been  wont  to  altrihulv  the  most  un<li«> 
Curbed  and  unallemble  tranquillity  to  the  nature  of  God.  Baljum 
knew  it  was  incompntiblc  to  him  to  lie,  or  repent.  And  ( uippo* 
sing  him  to  speak  ihli  from  a  present  inspiration  )  it  is  their  com- 
mon dorlrine  ci)«cerniri);  (iv<\.  (hnnea  fiirfcti/rr  lempealattf  <}ua 
prociil  a  Oeorum  cceUstium  IranquUlilate  fxu/cinf,  ^-c.  ( ApvUius 
de  Dea  Socratia.)  Any,  the  leatt  trovbtts  <inii  Itmpula  are  far 
exxitd  from  Ihe  Iratniitilliltf  of  God ;  for  all  the  inhabilanit  of 
hemfen  do  ever  tnjoy  the  tame  ulablr.  tenor,  even  an  eternal  etfUcU- 
ity  of  miad.  And  a  little  after  s]icaking  of  God,  nith  he,  il  in 
neither  possible  he  should  be  moved  by  toe  force  of  another,  for 
nothing  is  slion^cr  than  God  :  nor  of  bis  own  accord,  for  nothing 
is  more  perfect  Ihan  God.  And  whereas  there  is  sometvhat  that 
is  mutable,  and  aulijcet  to  chan^  ;  somewhat  that  is  stable  and 
6xcd.     Another  saith — 'Kv  vvrli'f  ctCtv  ipvifiuv  rrftm  *«•  Mil  «orri»»  ; 

in  which  of  tkoae.  natures  ihcdl  tre  placf-  God  9  mvM  tit  not  in 
that  which  is  more  atabie  and  fixed,  and  free  from  this  Jtttidneu 
and  mutability  9  For  what  is  there  amang  all  beinfit,  that  can 
fre  stable  or  consist,  if  (rod  do  not  6t/  his  own  touch  stay  and  sus- 
tain Ihe  nature  of  it?     (Max.  Tjt.)  desert.  I. 

Hence  il  is  made  a  piece  of  conformity,  of  likeness  to  God.hy 
another  who  tells  his  friend.  Quod  desidatu  avlem  magnvm, 
summwn  est,  Deoque  vicinwn  ;  noa  coneuli.  Il  it  a  high  and 
grtat  Ihing  which  thou  denrtet,  and  eren  bordering  upon  a  Dri- 
ly ;  not  to  6e  moved.     (Sen.  de  tranquil.  Antmi.)     Yea,  so  haiii 

■umninno  itenique  bl«rtatiA  <«(,  cum  hotno  in  Dvnni,  feUFaBunoi^onA  Mriea- 
til  slam  nvnrtormoiur ;  tit  Deus  omnia  illi  oaM  iiieipit.  Qui  quidom  poatia- 
inus  iiUituii,  CO  itini^n  a  \more  ; — tjuipp;  hama  mm  non  moAo  iDAlligalu*  aaC 
Cteatiiris,  aed  dvc  rircs  illns  pnictitil,  u)  hciRlmt  cum  fwl,  in  cirniuria  M 
laAindit,  ner  p«r  illwi  |iror<H)it,  tit  fncirtiat  cum  i-xtet,  viaior:  m<(I  in  aolo 
Doo,  M  conqUKnirii  Pi  rtliindii  an  plariitii«<imi>,  ci  inoiiw  pjiw,  mm  m  ad 
MatDliminium  rl  ccinjirnirtissuiium  bonum,  nmilior  c«t  qiiku  iiuaiti  moUij. 
llie  eunauitiiiiniion  ul  tllH'rty  thereforo  ia  when  niau  ia  tnuitfomied  inia  liie 
liknneio  of  Rod  in  tlin  bnp|>,v  nnlR  of  ccJeslial  prlotr,  and  wIimi  God  be^naio 
bp  liii  all  Which  InKt  stale  iti  mo  riifTctTnl  tV«m  iho  pn)c«<iinK,  beeauan  Ummi 
man  is  not  only  iiiit'rnored  Iroai  tbf  oreaiiirca,  but  w  not  at  all  oOBiwmcrf 
•bow  them,  evrn  with  rv»p<^cl  Iohi«fma1  ubjvci,  he  neither  tinniM^  him- 
•tir  in  thorn  nor  falln  by  ihrnt,  an  woo  itio  ra*«  when  he  was  a  pilgnm ;  Iwi 
in  God  olono  he  both  rpatii  aiij  poun>  himacir  out  with  ibf  grnattt  traiiquilli- 
\y :  and  the  ve^  motion  of  hi*  wul  aa  tt  i*  towwda  a  moM  immcdiaielj  and 
prrfflcl  good  ia  more  like  rta  than  moijon. 
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trine  tM>^pn  insisted  on  l>y  thvtn,  l)i.it  (wliile  other  divine 
I  perfections  tiav«  beod  lc.19  uniJci>l(Ki<l,)  it  )tal)i  occji^iuiicd    the 
|Mokal  uaenion  of  ralalitjr  to  be  intruduced  on  the  one  hiind, 
ltd  ibo  Kpicurean  negation  of  |trovidence  on  the  olhflr ;  lest  anjr 
liJDK  should  be  admitted  tJiat  might  seem  repugnuit  to  the  tran- 
luiUily  of  their  Numiaa.    lliil  wc  know  that  our  God  doth  what- 
ever pleaselh  him,  both  in  heaven  nnd  cnrth  ;  and  that  he  doth 
■LI  Hccording  to  lh<.>    vritc    counsel  of  hin  holy  uill ;  frvoly,  not 
itslly,  upon  iho  internal  prevision,  and  forcaij^hl  of  all  citcum- 
CSand  uvontA:  M  that  nothing  cun  onctir  thai  is  new  to  him, 
^DothiRj^  that  he  knows  nut  how  to  improve  lo  good  ;  or  that  can 
I  thflroforft  infor  anjr  alteration  of  his  counsels,  or  occasion  to  hint 
tiif  If.Ml  perturlmtion  or  disquiet  in  reference  to  tliem. 

Holy  souls  bp^in  herein  lo  imitate  him,  as  soon  as  they  first 
pve  themselves  up  (o  his  wise  and  gracious  conduct.  It  is  enough 
jUiil  bo  is  wise  for  himself  and  them.  Their  hearts  snfcly  trust' 
■D  biiu.  They  commit  ihcmsclves,  with  unsolicilous  cotilidencc, 
lo  bis  ^idancc ;  knowing  he  cannot  him»clf  be  mis-led,  and  that 
he  will  not  mis-lead  ibem  :  as  Abraham  followed  him,  not  know- 
ing whither  he  went.  And  thus,  by  faith,  they  enter  into  hi« 
rot.  They  do  aow  in  their  present  state,  only  enter  into  it,  or 
bovcr  about  the  borders  :  their  future  assimilation  to  Ctod  in  this, 
pve»  them  a  stated  selllemenl  of  spirit  in  this  rest.  They  be- 
fore did  owe  (heir  tranquillity  to  iheir  faith  :  now  to  their  aclual 
fruition.  Their  forracr  ocquicsceney,  and  sedate  temper  was 
hence,  that  Ihey  believed  God  would  deal  well  with  Ibcm  at  last : 
th*rir  present,  for  that  he  hath  done  »o.  Those  wcrd.'ihavc  now, 
Ihcii  I'uUest  Denote  ( both  as  to  the  rest  itself  which  they  mention  ; 
tod  the  season  of  it)  Ketura  to  ihy  rest,  O  my  soul,  for  the 
L>ord  hath  dealt  bountifully  with  thee.  Psal.  116.  7.  The  oc- 
(on»  of  double,  and  a  passive  temper  of  spirit  are  ceased  lo- 
r.  There  is  now  no  fear  without,  nor  terror  within.  The 
of  the  world  is  now  allayed,  it  storms  no  longer.  Reproach 
persecution  have  found  a  period.  There  is  no  more  drag- 
ng  before  tribunals,  nor  haling  into  prisons;  no  more  running 
dens  and  de»«rts ;  or  wandering  lo  and  fro  in  sliecp»kin*, 
j^oatskins.  And  with  the  cessation  of  the  external  ocea- 
ns of  trouble,  the  inward  dispositions  thereto  are  also  ceased, 
infiimilies  of  spirit,  tumultuating  passions,  unmorlificd  corrup- 
ns,  doubts,  or  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  lovo  of  God,  are 
lectber  vanished,  and  done  away  for  ever.  And  indeed,  that 
Berfcet  cure  wrought  wilbin,  is  the  soul's  great  security  from  all 
(uturo  dio<]uiul.  ,\  Willi  lempe.trd  spirit  h.-ttti  been  wont  slraoge- 
ly  In  preserve  its  nwn  peace  in  this  unipiiet  world.  Philosophy 
Inth  boasted  much  in  this  kind ;  and  Christianity  performed 
more.  The  philosophical  (^aX^,  or)  calmness  of  raind,  is  not 
without  its  excellency  and  praise  :  "  That  Mablc  settlement  and 
ixedoess  of  spirit,  llut  Ckniia  (as  the  moialisi  tells  us,  it  wtm 
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wont  to  be  lormed  among  the  Grecians,  and  which  bo  calls  tran- 
quiUily ;)  when  (he  mind  is  alwnrii  etjuol,  and  fftci  a  smooth, 
even  course,  is  propitious  to  itself,  and  beholds  the  things  that 
concern  it  with  pleasure,  and  interrupts  not^tliis  joy,  but  remains 
in  a  pUcid  state,  never  at  any  lime  exalting  or  depretsing  itself." 
But  now  far  doth  the  Christian  peace  »uq)a!t8  it !  ( Sen.  dc  Irai 
quil.  anini.)  that  peace  vrhich  pastielh  all  understanding ;  I'hil. 
7.)  that  amidst  surroiiiulin^  d»ii|;cra,  erinble.<i  the  holy  soul  to 

i  without  n  proud  housl)  None  of  all  th<;sGJ  tilings  move  m' 
Act.  20.  24.)  the  peace  that  immediately  results  from  that  faith, 
which  unites  the  soul  with  God,  and  6xcb  it  upon  him  as  its  li 
basis :  when  it  is  kept  in  perfect  peace,  by  beini;  stayed  u 
him,  because  it  trusts  in  him  :  when  the  heart  is  fixed,  trust! 
in  the  Lord  ;  filled  full  of  joy  and  peace,  or  of  joyous  peace,  ( by 
an  fv^a  iu'>7v)  in  bcliovin)^,  Isa.  26.  3.  Psat.  112.  7.  Rom.  15.  I 
And  if  philosophy  and  ( which  far  transcend*  it )  christjnniry,  rei 
non  and  faith,  have  that  statiqtie  power,  can  so  cotnjwse  the  soul, 
and  reduce  it  to  so  quiet  a  consistency  in  the  midst  of  storms  aitd 
lempeats ;  how  perfect  and  contentful  a  rcjwse,  will  the  immedi- 
ate vision,  and  enjoyment  of  God  aRbrd  it,  in  that  serene  and 
peaceful  region,  where  it  shall  dwell  forever,  free  from  any  mo- 
lesLition  from  without,  or  principle  of  disresi  within  ! 


liih, 

fino^ 


CHAPTER  IX. 


(a.)  Tlie  pleoBittu  nrlfiiiB  £h>n)  knowing,  or  conddettng  ounvlvm  »  be  I 
tJoil  Oiini  e;>u»nltri[i([  ii,  [1.]  Aliinliit.'lv,  i%]  Coamaniiivplv,  or  tT!»pe«iT«- 
■  ■      ■■   '      ■    ^  *■  >■        "oUieBUtoof  k>« 

'  accompliabineiil. 

.  ,  - J,     ...    -bal'ilJsccuTM.    " 

The  pknflivo  whenMoit  diflpotcii.  {I.) Of  I'liloii,  (3.)  Coinmuiiion-     " 
pttrison  of  Uiit  ti^UOiimBta,  with  thi*  blivwcdiinw. 


tiwl  Ifiini  C'>u«i<l('ntii;i(,  [I.J  AlH>nIiit>'ly,  ^1  CooHHniiivpk,  oi 
tyi  First,  To  llio  rornKtrMlalL-uf  liin  wiul.  8«miimII]',  Tu'Uie  i 
oouIb.  'riiirJIy.  To  ks  patwni.  Founhl)-,  To  ihi?  nay  of  accoi 
Firtlily,    Tu  theaoitriiixm<ixpc<ciaiiaiu<.  Biuhly,    Ti<  Kbal'ilS 


(2.)  Here  is  also  to  1>e  considered,  the  pleasure  and  mtia 
lion  involved  in  this  assimilation  to  tiod,  as  it  is  known  or  . 
fleeted  on,  or  that  arises  from  Ihe  ca^noaci  of  this  likoncas.    V 
have  hitherto  discoursed  of  the  pleasure  of  being  like  God,  , 
that  is  apprehended  by  a  spinlual  sensation,  a  fcelini?  of  thst  ii 
ward  reclitiKic,   that  happy  pleasure  of  swuls  now  [K-rfcctly  r« 
tored  :  we  have  yet  to  consider  a  furlhcr  pleasure,  which  accruen 
from  the  soul's  animadvemion  upon  itself,  its  conleniplating  it 
thus  happily  transformed.     And  though   that  very  sensation 
tK>t  without  aome  animadversion  ( as  indeed  no  sensible 
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tioo  cui  be  perfonnod  without  it*)  j'ct  wo  must  conceive  a  con- 
IMuenl  kniiUMlvemion,  which  is  mucli  more  explicit  nod  distinct ; 
atm  M'ltich  lliernfiir^  jit-ItU  n  very  great  addilton  ot  tiatiHfaction 
ftnd  delight .  as  when  ilie  blc.«»t;d  »oul  thjill  turn  ifx  c}-c  upon 
ftseU,  and  desi^nedljr  coinposo.  and  s<:l  ilticir  tu  riin^ili-r  it;)  pre- 
Mat  sUte  and  frame  ;  the  consideration  it  sliall  now  Iiavo  of  Jlsclf 
and  this  likeness  impressed  upon  it,  may  bo  cither  absolute,  or 
comparaliro  nnd  respective. 

[l.J  Abftolulc.  Ilow  pleasing  a  spectacle  mil  this  be,  wheti 
the  gloribed  soul  shall  now  intcniively  behold  its  own  ^-lorious 
btnef  when  it  sliall  dwell  in  the  contemplation  of  itself^  view 
itaeir  round  on  every  part,  turn  its  eye  from  glory  to  glory,  from 
beauty  to  beauty,  from  one  excellency  to  another :  and  trace  over 
the  whole  dntusbt  of  this  ima]fc,lhiB  8o exquisite  piece  of  divine 
workmanship,  drawn  out  in  iti*  full  perfection  upon  itficir?  when 
the  glorified  eye,  and  divinely  enlifchtcncd  and  inApirilcd  mind, 
•hall apply  itself  to  eritinse,  and  make  a  jiiitpitK-iit  upon  every 
•everal  lineament,  every  touch  and  sirake  ;  Ntiall  stay  itself,  and 
aenqMilously  insist  upon  every  pari ;  view  at  leisure  every  cha- 
racter of  dory  the  blessed  Cod  halh  inslamped  upon  tlf  how 
wilt  this  likeness  now  satisfy !  Aim!  that  expression  of  the  bless- 
fA  apoatlc  ( taken  notice  of  upon  some  other  occasion  formerly ) 

Ibe  j^ory  to  bo  revealed  in  us,"  seems  to  import  in  it  a  refer- 

ica  to  such  a  »elf-inluition.     What  serves  revelation  for,  but  in 
rdor  to  rision  ?  what  is  it,  but  an  exposing  things  to  view  }  And 

hat  ia  revealed  in  us,  is  rhtrfly  exposed  to  our  own  view.  All 
be  lime,  fiom  the  soul's  first  conversion  till  now,  God  linthbecn 
«s  it  were  at  work  u|>oo  it,  ( He  that  halh  wrought  us  to,  &c.  2. 
Cnr.  5.  IS.)  halb  been  lalHirin^  it,  shaping  it,  polishing  it,  spread- 
ing his  own  glory  upon  il,  inlaying,  enameling  it  with  glory :  now 
at  Inst,  the  wlwle  work  is  revealed,  ihe  curtain  is  drawn  aside, 
Uie  blessed  soul  awakes.  "  Come  now,"  saith  God,  "  behold  my 
work,  see  what  I  have  done  upon  thee,  let  my  work  now  Fee  the 

|li|^t ;  I  dare  expose  it  to  the  censure  of  the  most  curious  eye, 
lei  thine  own  have  the  pleasure  of  beholding  il."  Il  was  a  work 
carried  on  in  a  mystery,  secretly  wrought  (as  in  Ihe  lower  parts 
of  the  earth,  as  we  alluded  before]  by  a  spirit  that  came  and 
went  no  man  could  tell  how.  Besides,  that  in  the  general  only 
we  knew  we  should  be  like  him,  il  did  not  yet  appear  what  we 
should  be;  now  il  app«nnt:  there  is  a  revelation  of  this  glory. 
O  the  ravisliing  pleajiure  of  its  first  ap]>earance  I  and  it  will  be  a 
plory  always  fresh  and  tlourishing,  (as  Job's  expression  is,  "  my 
fitory  was  fresh  in  me")  and  will  afford  a  fresh,  undecaying  plea- 
nre  for  ever. 

[2.]  Tbo  blessed  soul  may  also  be  supposed  to  have  a  com- 
parative and  respective  consideration  of  the  impressed  glory. 
That  IB,  so  as  to  compare  it  with,  and  refer  it  to  several  things 
thai  may  come  into  consideration  with  it :  and  may  so  heighten 
it.i  own  delight  in  the  contemplation  thereof. 


r  1 

First.  If  we  consider  this  impression  of  ^017,  in  refereuce  to 
its  former  loolhsontc  deforniilies  tlial  were  upon  it,  and  wbich  are 
DOW  vanished  and  gone  :  liow  unconceivable  a  plessnrc  will  jtrise 
from  thia  coiii)>iirison !  When  iho  soul  shall  consider  at  once  what 
it  is,  and  nliut  oncv  it  was,  and  thus  bethink  itself:  I  th»t  did 
sometimes  bear  the  uccur»vd  iina^e  of  Ihe  prince  of  daikness, 
do  now  represent  and  puriuke  of  the  holj,  pure  nature  of  ih^^ 
Father  of  lights  :  I  was  a  mere  ehoas,  a  hideous  heap  of  deforui^l 
itjr,  confusion  and  darkneiis,  but  he  that  made  light  to  shine  out 
of  darkness,  sbined  into  me,  to  give  the  koowlcdsG  of  the  liebl 
of  his  own  glory  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ ;  (i.  Cor.  4.  b.] 
and  since,  moile  mj*  way  as  iho  shining  light,  shining  hriKhto) 
and  brighter  unto  ibis  perfect  day.     Prov.  4.  16.     1  was  a  linhii 
Intion  for  dragons,  a  cn^c  W  noisome  lut>i»,  thai  as  serpents  anj 
vipeni,  were  windiii);  to  and  fro  lhn>ugh  all  my  faculties  antf 
powei-s,  and  preying  upon  my  very  vitals ;  then  was  I  baleful  1 
God,  and  a  hater  of  him  ;  sin  and  vanity  had  all  my  beait ;  It: 
charming  invitations,  and  allurements  of  grace,  were  as  music 
a  dead  man ;  to  think  a  serious  thought  of  God,  or  breathe  fon 
nn  nlffctionatc  desire  after  him,  was  as  much  against  my  heart 
as  to  pluck  out  mine  own  eyes,  or  offer  violence  to  mine  own 
life ;  after  1  began  to  live  the  spiritual,  new  life,  how  slow  and 
faint  was  my  prugre.'is  and  tendency  towards  perfection  !  how  in^fa 
_  disposed  did  I  find  myself  to  the  proper  actions  of  that  life  ;  Ii^H 

B  go  about  any  holy,  spiritual  work,  was  loo  olten,  as  to  climb  ^H 

H  hill,  or  strive  against  llie  stream;  or  as  an  attempt  to  fly  without 

f  wings.     I  have  sometimes  said  to  my  heart,  Come,  now  let  us 

go  pray,  lov«  Cod,  think  of  heaven  ;  but  O  how  listless  lo  these 
things!    how  lifeless  in  them,  impressions  mode,  how  quickly 
lost  r  gracious  frames,  how  soon  wrought  off  and  gone  1  charaa|M| 
ten  of  glory  razed  out,  and  overspread  with  earth  and  dirt !  di^* 
vine  eomehness  hath  now  at  length  made  mc  perfect:  the  glory 
of  God  doth  now  inclolhc  me ;   ihey  arc  his  ornaments  I  no^ 
wear.     He  hath  made  me,  who  lately  lay  among  the  pots,  as  th4 
wings  of  a  dove  eovered  with  silver,  and  her  feathers  with  yel- 
low gold  ;  he  hath  put  another  nature   into  me,  the  true  likeness 
of  his  own  holy  divine  nature ;  he  hath  now  perfectly  mastered 
and  wrought  out  the  enmity  of  my  heart  against  biiD  :  now  to  be 
with  God  is  my   very  element :  loving,  admiring,  praising  him, 
are  as  natural  ss  breathing  once  was.     I  am  all  spirit  and  life,  I 
feci  myself  disburdened,  and  uncloggcd   of  all  the  heavy,  op- 
pressive weights  that  hung  upon  mc  :  no  body  nf  death  doth  noi 
incuinher  me,   no  dcndncss  of   heart,  no  coldness  of  love,  n 
drowsy  sloth,  no  averscnvss  from  God,  no  eartlily  mind,  no  sen 
sual  inclinations  or  affections,  no  sinful  divisions  of  heart  he 
tween  Gwl  and  creatures :  he  hath  now  the  whole  of  mo  :  I  ei 
joy  and  delight  in  none  but  him  :  0  blessed  change  !  0  happy' 
day  ' 
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Sm-ondl)'.     If  in  conlenipbting  \tse\(,  clothed  wilh  (his  like- 

nt*S,  il  riMtpccls  the  slate  of  (taiiiiicd  souls,  what  IranEjwris  must 

that  ocriution  !  what  rarishing  reftenlinenls  t    when  it  compares 

liuiRim  tintiiK  in  its  highest  perfection,  with  ihe  samo  nnlnre  in 

ibf  MmaH  depravation,  (an  unspeakably  more  tincqunl  compJiri- 

jpon    than  thai  would  he,  of  ihc  mo&t  amiable   lorel>-  person, 

Ijourishin^  in  the  pnin«  of  joulhfiil  sirength  aiKl  heatily,  wilh  a 

t|Hi(rilied  rotten  earcaw,  deformci)  bv  the  corrupiiua  ol  a  toaih- 

[tue  grave,)  when  glorified  »piri(i>  shall  niakc  such  a  lefleelion 

I  this  :  Lo,  hero  we  shine  in  the  )tlonous  brightness  of  the  di- 

riDc  image  ;  and  behold  yonder  defoiined  accursed  souls  :  ihey 

rer«  at)  eupablc  of  (his  glory  as  we  ;  had  the  same  nature  with 

a,  the  aame  reaiion,  (he  same  inlclleclual  faculties  and  powers; 

It  what  monsifrs  arc  they  now  become  ?  They  elcniully  hate 

ne  eternal  excellency.     Sin  and  dialh  arc  fmwhed  upon  ihim. 

rhey  have  each  of  them  a  hell  of  horror  noil  wickedness  in  itself. 

ence  is  this  amaiting  difTeience  !    Though  this  cannot  but  he 

awful  wonder,  it  canitot  also  but  be  tempered  with  plea«ure 

nd  joy. 

Thirdly.     We  may  suppose  this  likeness  to  be  considered  in 
tferencc  to  its  pallcm,   and  in  comparison   therewith;    which 
rill  then  be  anDthcr  way  of  heiglitcning  the  pleasure  ih'il  shall 
ihcncit.     Such  a  frame  and  constitution  of  ppiril  is  full  of 
deUght*  in  il»cir :  but  when  il  shall  bo  referred  lo  its  original,  and 
[the  correspondency  between  llic  one  and  the  other  be  observed 
I  end  viewed;    how  exactly  they  accord,  and  answer  each  other, 
las  face  doth  face  in  ihe  water :  this  cannot  still  but  add  pleasure 
[io   pleasure,  one   delight  to  another.     When    the   blessed  soul 
llbalt    intcrchaugcably  turn  ils  eye  to  God,  and  itself;  and  con- 
jflider  the  agreement  of  cloiy  to  glory  ;  the  several   derived  ex- 
rllencics  to  the  original ;  He  is  wise,  and  so  am  I ;  holy,  and  so 
I :  I  am  now  made  perfect  as  my  heavenly  Father  is  ;    this 
ITC*  a  new  relish  to  the  former  pleasure.     How  u  ill  (his  like- 
PH  please  under  that  notion,  as  it  is  his ;  a  likeness  to  him  !    0 
the  accent   lliat  will  tie  put  upon  thoM  appropri:ite  words,  to 
u.ide  partakers  of  his   holiness,  and  of  the  divine  nature ! 
'ersonal  excellencies  in  themselves  considered,  c;)nnot  be  re- 
(fleeted  on,  hut  with  some  pleasure ;  but  to  the  ingenuity  of  a 
ehild,  how  especially  grateful  will  it  be,  to  observe  in  ittelf  inch 
such  graceful  deportments,  wherein  it  naturally  imitates  its 
itther  I  So  he  was  wont  to  speak,  and  act.  and  demean  himself. 
fHow  natural  is  il  unto  love  to  nlfcct  ami  aim  at  the  imitation  of 
be  person  loved  I    So  naturni  it  must  he  to  take  eomplaceney 
herein;  when  we  have  hit  our  mark,  and   achieved  our  design. 
ITbe  pursuits  and  attainments  of  love  arc  profMrtionable  and  corres- 
:>adent  each  to  other.     And  what  heart  can  compass  the  great- 
seas  of  this  thought,  to  be  made  like  Ood  '.   I^rd,  was  there  no 
['lower  pattern  than  thyself,  thy  glorious  blessed  self,  arcording  lo 
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which  lo  forai  a  worm !  This  cannot  want  its  due  resentments  lo 
a  gloriric'l  stale. 

l-'oiirth!j'.  This  Iransformalion  or  the  hleewed  9ouI  into  1 
likeness  o{  GdcI,  mny  tie  vicwcil  hv  it,  in  refitrc.nrf'  to  the  w»j 
aooomplishmcnl :  m  a»  cut),  hrnu^hl  hHouI  hj-  so  amazing  stupe: 
douH  means :  which  will  certainly  be  a  pleasin;;  conlempLatio: 
When  il  reflects  on  the  method  and  course  insisted  on,  f< 
bringing  this  matter  lo  pass ;  views  over  the  work  of  rcdempti 
in  its  tendency  to  this  end,  the  restorinjc;  (iod's  image  in  souls 
(Phil.  3.  7.)  considers  Christ  munircstcd  to  us,  in  order  to  hi 
being  rcv4.-ated  and  formed  in  us :  that  Cod  was  made  in  the  lik 
ncM  of  man  lo  make  men  after  the  likeness  of  God  ;  that  hi 
partook  with  us  of  the  human  nature,  that  we  might  with  hi 
partake  of  the  divine  ;  that  he  assumed  our  flesh,  in  order 
impart  to  us  his  Spirit :  whcrt  it  shall  be  considered,  for  this  end 
had  we  so  many  great  and  precious  promises;  (3  Pel.  1.4.)  for 
this  end  did  the  glory  of  the  Lord  shine  upon  us  ibroagb  the 
glass  of  the  cospel ;  ('2  Cor.  3.  18.)  that  we  might  be  made  par- 
takers, &c.  tliat  we  might  he  changed,  &c.  Vca,  when  it  shall 
be  called  to  mind,  (though  it  be  far  from  following  hence,  that 
this  is  the  only  or  principal  way,  wherein  the  life  and  death  of 
Christ  have  inlliience,  in  order  to  our  eternal  happiness)  lliat 
our  Lord  Jesus  lived  for  this  end,  that  we  might  learn  io  lo  walk, 
as  he  also  walked  ;  that  he  died  that  we  might  be  conformed  to 
his  death  ;  that  he  rose  again  that  we  might  with  him  attain  the  res- 
uncclion  of  the  dead  ;  that  he  was  in  us  the  hope  of  glory,  that  he 
might  he  in  us  ( ibal  is,  (he  same  image  that  bears  his  name )  our 
6nat  consummate  glory  itself  also :  with  what  pleasure  wilt  these 
harmonious  congruitics,  these  apt  correspondencies,  be  looked  into 
at  last !  Now  may  the  glorified  saint  say,  I  here  sec  the  end  Ibe 
Lord  Jesus  came  into  the  world  for,  I  sec  for  what  he  was  lifted 
up,  made  a  S|icctiii*le  ;  that  he  might  be  a  tnnsforDiinj;  oiH 
what  the  effusions  of  his  Spirit  were  for  ;  why  it  so  eamei 
strove  with  my  wayward  heart.  I  now  behold  in  my  own  so 
the  fruit  of  the  travail  of  his  soul.  This  was  the  project  of 
deeming  love,  the  design  of  all  powerful  gospel-grace.  Glorious 
achievements  !  blessed  end  of  thai  great  and  notable  underl 
ing  '.  happy  i*mv  of  that  high  design ! 

Kifthly.  With  u  reference  to  nil  their  own  expectations  and 
endeavors.  When  it  shall  he  considered  by  a  saint  in  glory  ;  Iho 
attainment  of  this  perfect  likeness  lo  God,  was  the  utmost  mark 
of  all  my  designs  and  nims  ;  the  term  of  idl  my  hopes  and  de- 
sires  :  this  is  that  I  longed  and  labored  for ;  that  which  I  prayed 
and  waited  for ;  which  I  so  earnestly  breathed  after,  nod  r 
icBsly  piiisued  :  it  was  hut  lo  recover  the  deficedness  of  G' 
lo  be  again  made  like  him,  as  once  1  was.  Now  1  have  attained 
my  end  ;  I  have  the  fruit  of  all  my  labor  and  travels  ;  1  see  nc 
the  truth  of  those  (often)  encouraging  words,  blessed  arc 
that  hunger  aud  thirst  after  righteousness,  for  (hey  shall  b»  fill 
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Re  not  WMrjr  in  well-<loing,  for  ye  tliull  reap,  if  yc  faint  not : 

wlnl  would  I  once  harti  given  fur  n  slriMly,  abiding  fiitine  of'  bo- 

liuVM,  for  n  It^arl  consunllj'  be»(  ni)d  tiiaM;d  lownnl  (io<l ;  con^J 

Manil^    Hcnoiis,  eonslanllj'   lender,   lively,   watrliful,  Uoavciily, 

^|•irilllu],  mirtk,  Iimiiblc,  clicerful,  scir-dcuviiin;  r  Itow  li«vc  I  cried 

«nd  ntriven  fur  ihis,  to  gel  such  u  heart !  such  a  temper  of  spirit  I 

hour  Iwvfl  I  pleaded  witti  God  and  my  own  soul,  in  order  hereto ! 

Iiow  often  over  huve  I  spre4id  this  desire  before  the  searcher  an<|' 

judge  of  heart* ;   Turn  me  out  of  all  my  worldly  couforls,  so 

thou  )*ive  me  liul  wich  a  heart ;  lot  ine  itpcnd  my  days  in  a  prison, 

iw  a  desert,  so  I  have  but  such  a  heart ;  I  refuse  no  reproaches, 

no  losscss,  no  torturer,  may  I  bul  have  Hoch  .1  heart?   ifo»  halh 

My  aoul  been  sometimes  ravished  w  iih  ihe  very  thoughts  of  such 

■  loiopor  of  spirit,  as  hath  appeared  amiable  in  my  eye,  hiil  I 

could  not   nltain  ?    and  what  a  torture  a^in  hnlh  it  been  that  J 

'could  not  ?    What  grievance  in  all  the  world,  in  all  the  days  of 

I  my  vanity,  did  I  ever  find  comparable  to  this ;  (o  be  able  to  name 

I  to  mviwir   by  Scripture,  and  mtiooal  light  and  rules,  Ihc  notion 

'  and  idea  of  an  excellent  temper  of  tpiril ;  And  then  to  behold  it, 

lo  have  it  in  view,  and  not  be  able  to  rcaeh  it,  to  possess  my 

[aoul  of  it  ?  What  indignation  liavit  1  sometimes  conceived  against 

tnitM!  own  5oul,  when   I  have  found  it  wandering,  and  could  not 

[nducc  i( ;  hovering,  and  could  not  fix  it ;   dead,  and  could  not 

loidian  it ;    low,  and  could  not  raise  il?    Ilow  earnestly  have  I 

led  this  blessed  day,  when  all  tliose  distempers  should  be 

erfiwily  healed,  and  my  soul  lecovera  heallhly,  lively,  spiritual 

I  ?   Wbut  ftesh  ebullitions  of  joy  will  hero  be,  when   all 

Dmiir  dttsires,  hopes,  endeavors  arc  crowned  wil^  success  and 

lit !  This  joy  is  (he  joy  of  hnrvcsl.     They  thai  have  sown  in 

do  now  reap  in  joy.     They  that  went  out  weeping,  bearing 

1U8  seed;    now  with  rejoicing,  bring  their  sheaves  witlr 

tm.  Paal.  136.  6. 

Sixthly.  In  reference  to  what  this  iinpre^sed  likeness  shall  for 

iver  secure  to  it :  an  everlosling  amity  and  liiendship  with  God  ; 

-that  U  shall  never  sin,  nor  he  crei  frown  more— That  it  slull 

)n  DO  more.     The  perfected   image  of  God  in  it,  ts  its  scrunty 

>r  ihi* :  for  it  is  holy  throughout ;   in  every  point  conformed  lo 

liH  nature  and  will  ;  there  remains  in  it  nothing  contrary  lo  him. 

It  may  therefore  certainly  conehidi:,   it   shall  never  be   liable  to 

danger  nf  doinic  »ny    thin^,  but    what  is  );ood  in  \ns  sight  : 

what  solace  will  the  lilc»Acd  soul  find  in  this  !  If  now  n»  ai>- 

el  from  heaven  ^lould  assure  it,  that  from  such  an  hour  it  should 

in  no  more,  the  world  would  not  be  big  enough  lo  hold  sitch  a 

nil.     tl  hath  now  escaped  the  deadliest  of  dangers,  the  worst 

if  deaths,  (and   whieh  even  in  its  present  sinie,  upon  more  de- 

pberate  calmer  llioiighls  it  accounts  so)  the  sting  of  death,  the 

Jcry  deadlincss  of  death  ;  the  hell  of  hell  itself.     The  dilivcr- 

1  is  now  complete  which  cannot  bul  end  in  delist  uiid  priUM;. 
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— That  God  oan  never  frown  more.  This  it  in  henc«  aIm 
•urcd  of.  How  can  he  but  take  perfect,  everlasting  coinpUcen- 
cj  in  his  own  perfect  likeness  and  image  ;  and  behoul  with  plr-A- 
aure  his  glorious  workmanship,  now  never  liable  to  impnitiiieni 
or  decay  ^  How  plcHsant  a  thought  is  this,  "The  blessed  Ond 
never  beholds  me  but  with  dclifcht !  I  shiill  always  behold  hi* 
serene  countenance,  his  amiable  (ace  never  covered  with  a' 
clouds,  never  darkened  with  any  frown  !  I  shall  now  have  cam 
to  eomfdain  no  more  ;  my  God  is  a  stranger  lo  me,  he  concci 
himself,  1  cannot  see  bis  face  ;  lo,  be  is  encompassed  nith  clo 
and  darkness,  or  with  flames  and  terrors."  These  oecasioiu  are 
for  ever  ceased.  God  sees  no  cause,  either  to  behold  the  blessed 
soul  with  displeasure,  or  with  displeasure  lo  avert  finm  il,  am 
turn  oH'  bis  eye.  And  will  not  this  etcnially  satisfy !  Wli 
God  bimsolf  is  so  wcl)  pleaNcd,  shall  not  we  ! 

2.  The  pleasure  il  disposes  lo.  RcHides  (liat  ibe  inbcing  and 
Imowledjre  of  this  likeness  are  so  sati.->fying ;  it  dispOMS,  and  is 
tho  Mul's  qualification  for  a  yei  fui  ther  pleasure  : — that  of  closest 
union,  and  most  inwanl  communion  with  the  blesse<t  Gml. 

(1.)  Union  :  which  (what  it  is  more  thun  relation)  is  not  till 
now  complete,  Besides  rcUlion  it  must  needs  import  [H^senec : 
not  physical,  or  local ;  for  »o  nothing  can  be  nearer  God  than  it 
la  :  Mit  moral  and  conlial,  by  which  the  holy  soul  with  will  and 
afieclions,  f^tijdcd  by  rectified  reason  and  judgment,  closes  with, 
and  embr;ices  him  ;  and  he  also  upon  wise  forclaid  counsel,  and 
with  infinite  dt^li^ht  and  love  embracelh  it :  so  friends  are  said  lo 
\te  one  (besides  ilieii  relation  as  friends)  by  a  union  of  heaila. 
A  union  between  God  and  the  creature,  as  to  kind  and  nature 
higher  than  this,  and  lower  than  hypostatical  or  pei»»nal  union* 
understand  not,  and  therefore  say  nothing  of  il.  I  would  fi 
know  what  the  Terlium  ehatl  be,  resulting  from  the  physical  u 
ion,  some  speak  of. 

But  as  to  the  union  here  menlioncd  ;  us,  till  the  image  of  God 
Ite  perfected,  it  is  not  completed;  soil  cannot  bul  be  perfec 
then.  When  the  soul  is  perfectly  formed  according  to  Gi 
own  heart,  and  fully  pailicipatcs  tlie  divine  likeness,  is  perfect', 
like  him  ;  that  likeness  rannot  hut  infer  the  most  iniimalc  union 
that  two  Miieh  natures  can  admit :  that  is,  (for  nature)  a  luve-un- 
ion ;  such  as  tliat  which  our  Saviour  mentions,  and  prays  lo  the 
Father  lo  perfect,  helween  ibcmwlvcs  and  all  believers,  and 
among  believers,  niuiuiilly  with  one  another.  Many  much  trouble 
themselves  about  this  scripture;  (John  17.  31.)  but  sure  that 
can  be  no  other  than  a  love-unton.  F*or,  it  is  such  a  aniim 
christians  are  capable  of  among  ihemscKes ;  foi  surely  he  woi 
never  pray  that  they  might  be  one  with  a  union  whereof  ih 
are  not  capable.  Il  is  such  a  union  as  may  he  made  visible 
the  world.  Whence  it  is  an  obvious  corollary,  that  the  union 
between  (lie  Kiither  and  the  Son,  there  spokeo  of  as  the  palt 
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of  tbit,  is  ifoi  ihvir  union  or  onrncsa  in  csitcMC  ( Uvoiich  il  b«  a 
most  arkitiiwlcd^d  (hini;,  that  there  ia  Htich  an  oSMriilin]  tinion 
betw^flD  Oi(.*m  ;}  for,  who  van  conccivo  thut  siiinl*  ftbouli]  Ir-  niie 
•iQOi);  thciiiKclvcH,  anil  with  ihv  Kalhrr  antl  ihe  Suii,  wttli  Htii-h 
a  union  as  ihc  Fiiliiifr  am)  till;  Son  arc  one  thi-iDSRlve:*,  it'  the  es- 
trnliM  union  ht^tueen  Father  and  Sun  weie  Ihe  union  htre  h\H>k- 
en  u(;  but  the  exemplary  or  pnllern-uniou,  here  inenlioneri  be- 
tween Ihe  Father  and  Son,  is  but  a  union  in  niiiiil,  in  love,  in 
dcoigD,  and  interest;  whcroin  be  prari),  that  saints  on  earth 
aif;bt  visibly  be  one  with  them  also,  thnl  the  world  might  be- 
lieve, &c.  It  is  yet  it  rich  plv:i»ure  dial  uprinifs  up  to  gUirilied 
from  that  love-union  (now  pcifttcted)  liclwceit  the  bIc»M^ 
tod  litem.  It  is  men(ioii<.'d  iiud  Miailmved  in  Srnplure,  un- 
ier  Ibc  name  and  notion  of  mnri-iii^e<unton  ;  in  which  the  f;rent- 
tH  mutual  complacency  ia  always  supposed  a  necessary  ingre- 
dient. To  be  thu«  joined  to  the  Lord,  and  made  as  it  were  one 
(pirk  with  him  ;  ( 1  Cor.  6.  17.)  lor  the  eternal  (iod  to  cleuve 
is  love  to  a  nothinf;-.crcalure,  as  his  likeness  upon  it  cnf;agc!i  him 
to  do  ;  i»  thi»  no  pteaauro,  or  a  mean  one  ^ 

I'i.)   Communion:  unto  which  that  union  is  fundamental  and 

btroduetire  ;  and  which  follows  it  upon  the  same  iiround,  frnrn 

a  natural   propensity  of  like  to  like.     There  ii  iiuthiiii;  now  lo 

hinder  God.  aitd  the  holy  soul  of  the  most  inward  fruiliona  and 

enjoyments ;  no  animosity,  no  strangeness,  no  unsuitableness  on 

either  p«t.      Here  the  plorified  spiiiis  of  the  just  have  liberty 

solace  ihenifclvcs  amidst  ihc  livers  of  pleasure  at  Cod's  own 

(ri^lt  haoi),  without  check  or  restraint.     They  are  pure,  and  these 

•|>ure.    They  touch  nothinj;  that  ran  dotile,  thoy  dclilo  nothing  they 

touch.     They  arc  not  now  for)>iildi;n  tlie   nearest  appioaches 

lo  the  once  inaccesnbic  Majesty  ;  there  is  no  holy  of  holies  into 

liich  they  may  not  enter,  no  door  locked  up  ag;ainst  them. 

hey  may   have  free  admission  into  the  innermost  secret  of  the 

ivine   presence,  and  pour  I'oith  themselves  in  ihc  most  liberal 

'fiflusions  of  love  and  joy :  as  they  must  be  the  eternBl  subject  of 

i»o  infinitely  richor  communications  from  God,  even  of  im* 

eiiu;  und   boundless  tovti  and  )(oodne»s.     Do  iM>t  tletwae  this 

lestnure  by  low  thoughts,  nor  frame  too  darinji,  ponilive  appre- 

lenaiorui  of  it.     It  in  yet  a  secn'l  to  us.     The  eternal  converses 

if  the    King  of  j^lory   with  f^lorified  .<^pin<a,  arc  onlr  known  lo 

limself  and  them.     That  expreiciion  ( which  we  so  olten  meet  in 

<ur  way)   "  It  doth  not  yet  appear  what  we  shall  be,"  seems 

left  on  purpose  to  check  a  loo  curious  and  prying  inquJKilivenew  ■ 

{into  these  unrcvcaled  tilings.     The  great  Cod  will  have  hisre- 

srves  of  glory,  of  lo\'e,  o(  pleasure  for  that  future  Male.     Let< 

lliim  alone  awhile,  with  tbocc  who  are  already  received  into  thofte 

linan»oi)>  of  ^lory,  tho^e  everlasting  liabitattons :  he   will  find  »• 

[lime  for  those  that  arc  yet  pilf;iim»  ami  wandering  exiles,  to  as- 

ecoduid  enter  too.    In  llic  nieau  time,  wbat  we  know  of  ibitj 
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communiDn  may  he  galhcrcd  up  tnto  this  f^i^ncrkl  aoeount,  lh«  tv 
ejproc&lion  vf  lovos ;  the  flowiii);  uid  rcllowiiig  of  everlasting 
love,  twtwcvn  the  bleHsetl  soul  an<l  its  infiiiitclj*  liicsocd  God  ;  its 
egrt-sa  (owanUhimJiis  illnpses  intoii.  tirilo  such  pIcaHiiri:  ttotb 
thin  likviii-ns  ilis{)osc  and  ([uaUrjr :  you  can  no  vay  euMidcr  it, 
but  it  Ap{>ears  a  most  pleaMirabte,  satisfving  thing. 

ThiiA  far  have  we  shown  the  quahtication  fur  this  Mi>!i!tc(ln«8«, 
and  the  nature  of  it;  What  it  prcrcqiiiics,  and  wherein  it  lies: 
and  how  hig;hljr  con;;ruous  it  ti),  that  the  former  of  these  should 
b«  made  a  prcrequiMlo  to  the  latter,  will  sufficiently  appear  to 
any  one  (h^it  shall,  in  his  own  ihonghls,  compare  this  righteous- 
ness and  (his  blcftsediicss  (ujfClher.  He  will  imk-eil  plainly  nee, 
(hat  the  natural  litate  of  the  case  and  hahitudo  of  these,  each  to 
other,  make  this  connexion  unalterable  and  eternal ;  so  as  that 
it  must  needs  be  simply  impossible,  (o  be  {hu»  blessed  witliotil 
bcinic  thus  righteous.  For  what  is  this  righteousness  other  Ihan 
lilts  blessedness  began,  the  K-ed  and  piinciplc  of  it  ?  And  (Itat 
with  as  exact  proportion  (or  rather  sameness  of  nature)  as  is  bc^ 
Iween  the  grain  sown  and  reaped  ;  which  is  more  lhan  intimat- 
ed in  that  of  the  apoMlc,  Ite  not  deceived,  God  is  not  rnocked  ; 
for  whnlHocver  a  man  noweth,  (lia(  sliall  he  also  reapt  (Gtd.  6. 
7.  a.)  For  he  that  soweUi,  to  his  lletth,  thall  of  the  flesh  reap 
corruption  ;  (there  is  the  same  proportion  too)  but  he  that  sow- 
ctlt  to  the  Spirit,  shall  of  (he  Spirit  reap  life  cverlas(ing  :  wbicb 
though  it  be  spoken  (o  a  peculiar  ease,  i»  yet  spoken  fioin  a  |ce»- 
eral  rule  and  reason  applicable  a  great  deal  further.  And  as 
some  conceive  (and  is  undeilakcn  (o  be  denumMrated)  that  Ibc 
seeds  of  things  are  not  virtually,  and  fonnally  ihc  very  (hinga 
themselves  :  (Dr.  Jlarv.  lic  Ovo.)  so  is  it  here  also.  The  very 
Mils  ol  this  blessedness  are  discernible  in  this  righteousnest,  the 
future  vision  of  God  in  present  knowledge  of  htm  :  for  this 
knowledge  is  a  real  initial  part  of  righteousness;  the  rectitude 
of  the  iuind  and  apprehensions  ronceniing  (iod,  consisting  in 
conformity  to  his  revelation  of  hiuisiif:  present  hohness,  in- 
cluding also  ihc  future  assimilation  lo  Cod  :  and  (he  contentment 
and  peace  that  attends  it,  the  consequent  saiislaelion  in  glory. 
But  OS  in  glory,  the  impression  of  the  divine  likeness,  lalhat 
which  vision  subserves,  and  whence  snlisfaction  results;  so  is  it 
here  (visibly)  the  main  thing  also.  The  eml  and  design  of  the 
Gt)«pel  revelation,  •of  whole  Chrisliaiiily  (1  mean  sy«leinnlieally 
considered,)  of  nil  Cvangelieal  doclijnes  and  knowledge,  is  to 
restore  God's  likeness  and  ijnagc ,  fium  » hence  joy  and  )>eacc 

"  ftvi  o'ur  yirn'fitSm   tiii6'  'o/mt'iiiuir;     dm'    tt^Tr  tr'ajjt)-t'iMr.     ^^M 

^i-'an  :  linw  ilini  am  wo  mado  after  llm  trk'-iirw  nf  Umt  ?  By  ihi'  K<w|vi 
WImt  ia  dinoliniiily  ?  TliP  likmiMH  i>r  tjoif,  »  far  an  i)in  nanir«'or  irinn  m|^ 
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result  of  courBu,  when  oticc  Ihu  goipcl  is  believed.  Tlic  goft|>el 
it  tbo  iiistruiueDt  of  imprv^nj;  Ooil's  likcnvu,  in  onlt^r  where- 
unlo  it  muBt  tw  ud<1lts1oo(1,  and  received  into  (tie  mind.  Heing 
Bu,  Ibe  itaprositiaii  uputi  the  heart  and  lil'e  iv  Chnatiiinilr,  habitu- 
al and  praclic-nl,  n l)<rr(^u|toti  jor  and  fileafltire  ;(thc  belief  or 
thorough  reiftition  of  (he  f^n.spel  (bus  inlrivviiing)  do  nocpsita- 
rily  eosuf,  Horn.  15.  13.  So  apllj-  in  the.  only  war  or  melbod  of 
seeing  God'n  lace,  »o  as  (o  be  satisfied  uitii  bis  likeness,  Mid  (o 
be,  in  or  tlirough  righlcousnes*. 


CUAPTJBR  X. 


Ib*ing  rantittcroil  itin  qnntifli'il  nilijc->-t,  iititl  ilio  nature  of  lliis  likwHiIni^n 
nn  i-oino  now  ai  )iro|io«.-il  in  licml  of  clmgit'T  11.  lo  ci'MmiIit.  Tliinili/. 
TIm>  ■niBua  ol'  UiiB  fatiBlaoliuii,  Mliicli  i«  t»i>rrilil ;  at  di-iitli,  nml  ni  llii'  rr- 
Mlrreetioti.  I.  TImi  lonti^-r  x|H.>k<rii  lu  ;  wlivrviii  iHabuwn, ( I.)  Tliul  lliin  lifi.'  in 
lA  ib«  mil  («vcii  uf  n  Miiitllim  lu  a  )ik-«>t':  I'J.)  Tliai  at  ilvnili  it  n»akc«. 
3.  A*  tv  tbu  butcr ;  ibai  tlicn;  w  a  cviwiderabUi  acccwioii  lo  iu  liapj)iiiuM  at 

Thirdlj.  Tho  season  of  (his  blessedness,  comes  next  to  he  cou- 
aidered  ;  whieh  (m  the  words  "when  I  awake,"  have  been  eon- 
eluded  here  lo  import)  musl,  in  the  general,  be  slated,  beyond 
the  lime  of  (hi«  proM!n(  life.  Holy  souls  are  here  (ruly  bk-Med, 
not  pcrfeclly  ;  or  Ihcir  prosfiit  blessedness  isperfeel  only  in  na- 
ture and  kind,  not  in  de^-e.  It  is,  in  this  rctpcct,  as  far  short 
of  pcrfec(ion  as  their  bolinc.w  iit.  Their  hiiUfier  and  (hirst  arc 
]trMon(,  their  being  filled  is  yet  fulurv.  The  expcm-nce  of  saints 
in  thi-ir  best  stale  on  earth,  their  desires,  their  hopes,  their  sighs 
and  gtoans  do  suRiciently  witness  they  are  not  satisfied  ;  or  if 
(bey  be  in  point  of  secnrity,  Ihey  are  no[  in  point  of  enjoyment, 
The  completion  of  (his  blessedness  is  reserved  to  a  better  Slate, 
W  its  lieint  the  end  of  their  way,  their  rest  from  their  labors,  Ihe 
reward  of  their  work,  (Malt.  6.  G.)  dolh  import  and  reqnirc. 
Therefore  ninny  scriptures  ihnt  ijpe;)k  of  Ihcir  present  rest,  pcaco 
rcpi>»c,  salisfaeiion,  must  be  nndcrslood  in  a  roinparntive,  not  the 
•biiolute  hi)£)K.'M  senst^.  Mure  particularly,  in  ihnt  other  stite, 
iho  Mtason  of  their  blcKsedness  is  twofold  ;  or  (here  are  two  terms 
fn>in  whence  (in  rcs|>cct  of  some  f;ia<lua)  or  mudal  diversiGca- 
linns )  it  way  he  sai<)  severally  to  eommenee,  nr  iK-ar  date,  name- 
ly—The lime  of  their  onlram-v  iipnii  a  blessed  immortality,  when 
Ihey  shall  have  bid  down  their  eai^hly  bodies  in  death  ;  and — of 
ihcir  consummation  (herein  when  (hey  receive  their  bodies  glo- 
rilicd,  iu  the  general  resturection.     both  these  tnsjr  not  uofitty 
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be  ingnirif<l  hy  ilic  phrase  in  Ihc  text  "  wh«n  I  awake  :"  For, 
thcHi^  Scripture  <Iotti  inorC  dircctlj  npplj  (he  Ivrm  of  Rwaking 
lo  the  lutlcr,  iht>r«  will  he  no  violence  donu  t«  tlio  mctaphur,  if 
wc  cxlRiid  it!)  sij^niriulion  to  the  Tormer  a\io.  Tu  »hi4-li  puq)oso 
it  is  to  be  iiolcd,  (liat  it  is  no!  <leu(h  formerly,  or  the  diaanimaliiig 
of  lh«  body,  we  would  have  here  to  be  understood  by  it, 
(uliich  indeed  sleeping  would  more  aptly  fiignify  than  awakiti];) 
but,  what  ia  co-iiteidcnt  iherewilh  in  the  same  period,  the  exua- 
eilalion,  nnd  revival  of  the  noul.  When  the  body  falls  asleep, 
then  dulh  the  spirit  awnkv ;  nnd  (he  ejc-Iiils  of  the  toorning^ 
even  of  an  eternal  day,  do  now  first  open  upon  it.  jB 

1.  Therefore  wc  sliall  not  exclude  from  this  senson  (he  intre^' 
duelire  state  of  hlesacdness,  which  takes  ita  beginning  froto  (he 
blessed  soul's  first  entrance  into  the  invisible  slate.  And  the 
fitness  of  admitting  it  nill  appriar  by  clearing  these  two  things — 
that  its  condition  in  (his  life,  even  at  the  best,  is  in  some  sort  but 
asleep  :  and — that  when  It  passes  out  of  it  into  the  invisible  re- 
gions, it  is  truly  said  to  awake.  fl| 

( 1.)  Its  abode  in  this  mortal  body,  is  but  n  continual  ideep^^ 
its  senses  are  bound  up;  .i  drowsy  slumber  posM^sses  and  siis- 

f)cnds  all  its  faculties  and  power.s.  Before  the  renovalinji  change, 
low  freiiuently  do  the  Scriptures  speak  of  sinners  as  men  asleep  ? 
Let  not  us  sleep  as  do  others.  Awake  lliou  that  sleepest,  and 
stand  up  from  (he  dead,  &c.  ( 1.  Thes,  5.  S.  Kph.  5.  II.)  They 
are  in  a  dead  sleep,  under  the  sleep  of  denlli ;  they  apprehend 
things  as  men  asleep,  How  sli^^ht,  obscure,  hovering  notions 
have  they  of  Ihu  moKl  niomenlouM  things !  and  which  it  most 
conecrns  them  to  have  thorough  rent  upprehonsions  of !  All  their 
thoughts  of  God,  (Christ,  heaven,  hell,  of  hin,  of  holinewi,  are  but 
uncertain,  wild  f;iie<wi.'.t,  blind  hiilltii-Iniitlons,  incohcn-nl  fancies  ; 
the  absui^dity  and  incnncinnily  wht'ivof,  they  no  more  reflect 
upon  than  wen  asleep.  They  know  not  these  things,  but  only 
dream  of  them.  They  put  darkness  for  light, nnd  light  for  dajk- 
ness;  have  no  senses  exercised  to  discern  between  good  and 
enl.  The  m<i»l  subi4t:inti.il  realties  arc  with  them  mere  shadows 
aiM]  chimei'as  ;  fancied  itnd  imagined  dangers  »turtlc  them  (as  it 
is  wont  to  be  with  menin  a  dream)  real  ones,  though  never  so 
near  them,  they  as  little  fear  ns  tlicy.  The  crealure  of  their 
own  imaglnnlioii,  the  lion  in  the  way,  which  Ihcy  dream  of  in 
their  slothful  slumber,  aUHghts  ihem;  but  the  real  roaring  lion 
that  is  ready  lo  devour  them,  they  are  not  afraid  nf. 

And  conversion  doth  hut  relax,  nnd  Intermit ;  it  doth  not  to- 
tally break  otf  ibis  sleep  :  it,  as  it  were,  attenuates  the  consop- 
ittni;  fumcH,  dolh  not  utterly  dispel  Ihem.  What  a  difScully  is  it 
to  watch  but  one  hour  '  There  arc  K>me  lucid  and  vivid  inter- 
vals, but  of  how  Klirirt  continuance !  how  soon  dolh  the  awa- 
kened MtuX  close  lis  heavy  eyes  and  fall  asleep  again  }  how  oflen 
do  temptations  surprise  even  such,  in  their  slumbering  fits,  while, 
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MOM  (if  their  danger  can  prerail  with  tliem  to  watch  and 
J^rar  (with  due  care  and  constancy)  lest  they  enter  thereinto. 
Sci  well  doth  iho  apostle's  watcli-»ord  suit  our  case,  Awake  to 
righteousness,  and  siti  not,  &c.  I  Cor.  lb.  34.  we  kM'p  not  our 
jHrils  in  a  nstchrul  considering  poMiire.  Our  eyes,  that  should 
ever  towanh  the  Lord,  wilt  not  bo  kept  open,  and  Ihotif^h  wg 
Bsotve,  we  fori^-l  ourselves;  before  wc  are  uwnre,  we  find  our- 
IkIvcs  overtaken ;  aletp  earner  on  upon  ii»  hke  an  armed  man  and 
r%'e  cannot  avert  it.  How  often  do  wv  hear,  and  read,  and  praj, 
[and  meditate  as  perwns  asleep,  as  if  we  knew  not  what  we  were 
llbout .'  How  remarkable  useful  providences  escape  either  our 
[botice  or  due  impiovement,  amidst  our  secure  slumbers  f  Dow 
Duty  visila  from  Heaven  are  lost  to  us,  when  we  are,  as  it  were 
Fbeiween  sJccpin|£  and  waking,  I  sleep,  but  my  heart  waketh, 
[(Cant.  a.  '2.)  and  hardly  own  the  voice  that  calls  upon  U!>,  till 
p(|tl  brliivcd  hiilh  witbdrawu  himself  ^  Indeed,  what  is  the  whole 
lur  life  here  but  a  dream  ?  the  entire  scene  of  this  senoibte 
hut  a  vision  of  ihc  night ;  where  every  man  walks  hut  in  a 
[Vain  show  ?  { Psal.  30.  6.)  where  we  are  mocked  with  sJiadows, 
[tnd  our  credulous  sense  abused  by  iinpostuies  and  delusive  ap- 
Ipcarances  ?  Sot  are  we  ever  secure  from  the  most  destructive, 
fmiscliierous  deception,  further  than  as  our  souls  are  possessed 
I  with  the  nppreliension^i,  that  ibis  is  the  very  truth  of  our  case  ; 
[and  thence  inittrueted  to  consider,  and  not  to  prefer  the  shadows 
[of  lime  before  the  great  realities  of  eternity. 

Nor  in  this  sleep  rasual,  but  even  connatural  to  our  presenC 
Istale,  the  necessary  re*ult  of  so  Strict  a  union  and  commerce 
Iwilh  the  Iwdy  ;  which  is  to  the  in-dwelling  spirit,  as  a  dormitory 
}m- ehnrnel-hiiuse  rather  than  a  munsion.  .\  soul  drenched  in 
[•ensuality  (a  Lethe  that  butli  ton  little  of  fiction  in  it,)  and  im- 
rsiured  in  a  ^othful,  putrid  Itesh,  sleeps  as  it  were  by  fate  not  by 
[ehaitee,  and  is  only  capable  of  full  relief  by  suffering  a  dissolu- 
[tian ;  which  it  hath  reason  to  welcome  as  a  jubilee,  and  Ihc  in- 
stant of  dc]>nnure  to  sacrifice  as  he  did,  '(with  that  ca!>y  and 
Iwarruntnhle  cl>ani;e,  to  make  a  heathen  c\prc»!'ion  sciiptural) 
ftlipva  liiteralori,  tu  adore  and  praise  its  ^re:il  deliverer ;  at 
[Irut  ( aecounls  being  once  made  up,  and  a  meetness  in  any  mea- 
itrc  attained  for  Ihc  heavenly  inheritance,  ficc.)  hath  no  reason 
tto  regret  or  dread  the  approaches  of  the  eternal  day,  ntore  than 
'we  do  the  return  of  the  sun  after  a  dark  and  tongsome  night. 
I  But,  as  the  slugi!;ard  dotli  nothing  more  unwillingly  than  forsake 
I  bis  bed,  nor  bears  any  thing  with  more  regret,  than  to  be  awa- 
Lfced  out  of  his  sweet  sleep,  though  you  should  entice  him  with 
ftbe  pleasures  of  a  paradise  to  quit  a  smoky,  loathsome  cottage ; 

*Viz.  drnena.  Wbo  i  the  liml^  of  hi*  dratb  wprinldi'il  wst*r  ofion  tlt«  »ry  • 
ksiU*  alMMitlulii,  aditita  voce,  w  lir|uumn  ilium  libiirr>  Juvi   liU'tHton.     ^}ing 
« ih*  wunn  lime  be  deMfncii  that  vratur  as  a  liliuioii  v>  Jqi«  hia  dcli^-crvfi 
Tacit.  AtiinL 
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M  fares  it  wiilt  tli'e  *Iu«!«h  M>uT,  nti  if  it  were  lixl^ed  tn  in  a 
ctisnicii  livd:  i(  is  Hit  ^ist  lit-ld  l>j- tlu-  charms  of  lli«  hodj-, 
(lio  );ti)ry  of  llio  oIIk-I'  ivnrld  i.^  lillld  cnou)ch  (o  lem|)t  i(  out,  lliai 
wliicli  llii;n^  h  iwl  a  mote  dcpturatdc  symptom  of  itiU  slu^ 
(lumbering  staii!,  So  deej>  an  oMivioii  ( wliii^h  ^nu  know  is  ul 
ii:i1ur.ill>'  incident  to  sleep)  hatli  seized  it  of  its  own  counlry, 
its  alliances  abore,  it?  i-elatioo  to  the  Father  and  world  of  rfi' 
r'llB;  it  tiikes  this  earth  for  its  home,  where  it  is  twth  in  esi 
nnd  cap(i\  ilr  at  onco :  and  (as  a  pnnce,  stolen  >wa}'  in  his 
Jancf,  and  bred  up  in  a  beggi^^r's  shi-d)  so  little  seeks,  that  it  d 
cliitos  a  tictlcr  sl<>((.-.  This  is  the  degcnvrou$,  torpid  dinpoRiltm 
of  A  Koul  losl  in  lle»h,  and  inwnpt  in  slupif^ing  cU,r  ;  whirh  ba 
been  deeply  le^enlcd  hjr  some  heathen*.  So  one  brings  in  Si 
eralcs  pathetically  bewailing  this  oblivious  dreaming  of  bis  soul 
**  which  (sailh  he]  bai]  seen  thai  pulchiitude  (you  ninst  pardon 
him  here  (he  coneeit  of  its  pre-txiiitencc}  Ibal  neither  nnman 
voice  eould  utter,  nor  eye  behold,  but  that  now,  in  this  life,  it 
had  only  some  lilllc  remembrance  thereof,  as  in  a  dream  ;  being 
both  in  respect  of  place  and  eondilion,  far  removed  from  6o  plea- 
sant sights,  pressitl  down  into  nn  earthly  station,  nnd  there  en- 
conipASsed  with  all  manner  of  dirl  and  ril(liines9."  &c.  And  to 
the  smme  purpose  I'lato  ollen  speaks  in  the  name  of  the  sane 
person:  and  particularly  of  the  winged  slate  of  the  good  soul, 
(stl{ut"'.  In  i'hiedro.)  when  apart  from  the  lM>dy,  carried  in  tl^^| 
triumphant  dying  chariot  (of  which  he  gives  a  laigc  descriptioiffH 
somewhat  resembling  Solomon's  rapturous  metaphor,  *'  Before  1 
was  aware,  my  soul  made  me  as  the  chariots  of  Amminadib ;'[ 
(Cant.  (!.  li.)  but  being  in  the  body,  it  is  with  it  as  with  a  hi 
lb.it  hoilb  lost  its  wings,  it  falls  a  sluggish  weight  to  the  earl 
Which  indeed  is  the  state  even  of  ihe  best,  in  a  degree,  with' 
this  tabernacle .  A  sleepy  torpor  stops  their  llight ;  tbeyeanfi 
but  not  ascend ;  the  remains  of  such  drowsiness  do  Mill  h 
eren  about  saints  (hemoclves.  The  apostle  therefore  calls  it[ 
such,  to  wake  nut  of  sleep  ;  (Rom.  13.  11.)  from  that  conside 
lion  (as  we  know  men  are  not  wont  to  sleep  so  intensely  tow: 
morning)  that  now  their  salvation  was  nearer  than  when  th 
believed,  that  is  (as  some  judicious  interpreters  undei-siand  tb 
place,  Arelius,  Beza,  &c.)  for  that  they  were  neaier  death  a 
tftvmily,  than  when  they  first  became  christians,  though  tti 
passage  be  also  otherwise,  and  not  improbably,  inleipreti 
However. 

(2.)  The  holy  sours  release  nnd  dismission  from  its  carl 
)M>dy,  which  is  that  we  propounded  next  lo  be  considered,  w, 
excusi  and  »h.ike  off  this  dniwsy  shcp.     Now  is  the  happy 
son  of  its  awaking  into  the   heavenly,  vital   light  of  f;o<i;  I 
blessed  morning  of  thai  long  desired  (lay  is  now  dawned  upon  tl 
the  ciuubersome  ni|tht-vail  is  laid  aside,  and  the  garments  of 
ration  and  imntortal  glory  are  now  put  on.    It  hath  |ki  ssed  (hrou|j' 
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tbi  trotible  >t>d  dnrkDcas  of  a  wearisome  njght,  and  now  ia  joy 
arrivml  wiih  the  tnurning,  as  ue  majr  be  pcriTUttcd  to  allude  (o 
iboM  words  of  the  pMlmisi,  ( Pnl.  Si).  5. )  ibougb  that  bo  not 
fftippoMd  lo  be  the  prculiur  Hcn»e-  I  conceive  myself  here  not 
caoccmed  operousl}'  («  ingiiM  in  proving,  ihnt  the  souls  of  sainlj 
■lirep  not  in  (he  interval  between  death  and  the  general  rcsurrcc- 
tloo,  bill  enjov  present  blessedness.  It  bein|;  beside*  ihe  design 
of  aprnclicaldiscourM^,  which  rather  intends  Ihe  propounding  and 
Inprorement  of  ihinjis  acknowledged  and  a|creed,  for  the  advan< 
iBge  and  benefit  of  (hem  u'ilh  whom  they  sie  so;  than  (he  dis* 
cussing  of  thin^  dubious  acid  conlrorefHible.  And  what  1  here 
|iropound  in  order  to  a  consequent  improvement  and  application, 
'■bonid  methinks  pass  for  an  acknowledged  (ruth,  among  then 
that  professedly  believe,  and  seriously  read  and  consider  the  Bi- 
bte,  ( for  mere  philosophers  (hat  do  not  come  into  this  account,  it 
were  impertinent  to  diMiourse  with  lliem  from  a  text  of  Scrip- 
ture)  and  where  my  desi^  only  obliges  me  (o  intend  the  band- 
ling  of  that,  and  lo  deliver  from  it  what  may  fitly  be  supposed  lo 
have  its  ground  there ;  unless  their  alleviations  did  carry  with 
them  the  shew  of  demonstrating  the  simple  iut possibility  of  what 
b  asserted  thence  to  the  power  of  that  God  whose  word  we  take 
'  it  to  be ;  which  1  hnv«  not  found  any  thing  they  say  to  amount 
'  lo.  Thnt  we  have  rcoaon  lo  presume  it  an  acknowledged  thing, 
ftnong  them  that  will  be  concluded  by  Scripture,*  That  the  soul 

*  ll  is  true,  ibal  (livrm  of  t)ir>  fnlhura  and  olhen  hntii  spnkvo,   some  ilutu. 

••I*,  munn  rprf  ilimUitihiiiirlf  of  Uxi  lilnaHHln*-«i>  of  H^jMrslu  wula ;  many 

I  Af  tMBo   wards  mnj*  be   Hpfii  |i>f-cilior  in  thai  plabanUi)  IrarlaUi   of  thf  loani- 

«d  Parker,  de  dramis.  lib.  hpcuikI.  ]•.  77.     \va,  oti'l  his  owu  lusfriicui  ui  that 

[  Tenr  pa^  (Iw  (t  upokm  nitli   rovonnic*  to  die  rnvmory  of  an  n-nrtliy  a  ptt- 

|paa)  anpiM  Minriliioic  crcx*.  and  I  cotiMitr,  unnramniahle  ibnugliu  of  tha 

ihi  (vrpenilaDre  ua  auodyuf  pnrth.     H'a  nonb  an,  TerHum  viilau»{mpti»k- 

t  «f  Ibp  fti-judicM  the  ami  nvt'i*  m  hy  ita  nvpanitioii  frx'in  ibe  body)  mmim 

raNmM  ftiam  nua,  fiw  ttmt  j^nrxcrf un  ad  ejira,  tjiinf^il :  tht  Ihirdtmmd 

'  tt«  SMil  tiMfroy*  «U  it*  ojtmtions  trprtiaUy  tkate  tnKith  art  loti/anlt  attr- 

i  tiftrli.     Wherv  let  innkMi   il  a  <tillicijlly  lo  allow   >(  aiiyapcmlions  at  all, 

m  a)>|M-ani  \vy  itii>  prjrrfim  inarrftd.     )fo  t>r«liiide«d  deniM  it  all  oprtntJonM 

^■KJ  dirn  nif-tr  ronfuifnliy  and  oipeaally,  thopo  aj  rxtnt.     And  if  no  would  ' 

I  luwInMOod  to  rxclixlr  il  only  from  im  npfraiiuun  ad  trhv  (if  he  uka  op«- 

lioilM  ad  trtm  n»  tlmt  pltraw-  r>  h  mit  tn  l>^  laJirii]  li«  iinisl  Itien  aK*n  by  it, 

I  auch   opRmiinnii  a*  taovr   their  olijcvin,   ni>t   only  Iboae  that  liava  their 

[frrma   lo   M'Inch  without   Ihe  a^vnt,   [tint   i(,  not   only   all  trannebt  but  ail 

lafitut  «ri»  iliai  havD  dwir  «bj«ct»  without  them.    Aa  when  wa  sajTi 

Oori^  aru  aJ  titra    are  ftnc :  we  mcaii  il  ev«n  of  lut  Immaoeat  mm 

at  hnvi-  iJi«ir  tAifeel»  witliout  hiin.  ihuugfa  they   do  iiul  pmtri   BrnimuBt 

'—  Untm  I  fime»  Hmt  ttrn  ind  of  Had;  u«  liia  electiui,   bin  Xure   of  iha 

.^nd  so   ha   bkM  be  undcnlond  lo  ikny   tli«   wfarato  (oulii,  (and 

with  a  pratrrtiat  loo)  tfao  operation*  of  knowinit  God,  of  Imaig  hina, 

1  iMtgfaling  in  turn  i  wtlKh  ara  aU  opvcnmns  od  atra,  tm  havliift  their  ^ 

■  glra  imtmam,  dioujrti  th«ir 'fmntnut  ad  tfotm  b«  iii>l  to:  nbicb  makes 

I  OMMBlkm  of  ifaa  aqptmle  snub  nf  Mtnu  uni>[K-«liat>lr  lofprior  lo  what  it 

I  tn  the  (wdf,  aad  what  (houlH  ottiMmn  (ixliania]  lhoiif;ht  of  iltai  Mato  t4 

OB,  1  SMOOt.    btnyjitfi  gives  no  f^rmuMl  tW  iltvin,  hut  riiik-ntly 
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doUi  not  sleep  when  it  ceases  to  animate  its  eaithlj  body,  vauxg, 
pUiin  texts  do  evince,  which  are  amassed  together  by  the  rev 
end   Mr.  Baxter;   in  his  Saint's  Rest,  p.  2.  c.  10.  some  of 
principal   whereof  1   would  invite  any  that  waver  in  this  malt 
MriouHly   to  contiider:  m  the  wonts  of  our  Saviour  to  the  thief 
on  the  cross,  Tliis  day  !>hal[  thou  be  with  nie  in  paiadisc.  ( Luke 
tS.  43.)  That  of  the  apostle,  we  are  willing  rather  to  be  absent 
front  the  body,  and  present  with  the  Lord.  ( :!.  Cor.  6.  8. )    And. 
that,  1  am   in   a  straight,  having  a  desire  to  depart,  and  to 
with  Christ.     (Phil.  I.  'iS.)  that  passage,  the  spirits  of  just  m 
nade  |>«:rfccl,  kc.    (Hcb.   12.  23.)    Which  are  expressions 
clear,  that  it  is  bard  for  an  industrious  caviller  to  find  what  toe 
cept  to  them  ;  anil  indeed,  tlie  Tery  exceptions  that  are  put  i. 
are  so  frivolous,  that  they  carry  a  plain  confession  there  is  noi 
ing  colorable  (o  be  said.     V'ea,  and  most  evident  it  is  from  thi 
texts  ;  not  only  that  holy  souls  sleep  not,  in  that  state  of  sepe, 
tion  :  but  (hat  they  ar«  awaked  by  it  (as  out  of  a  former  sleep 
into  a  much  more  lively  and  vigorous  activity  than  they  enjoy 
before  ;  and  translated  into  a  sialc,  as  much  better  ihnn  theii 
(brmcr,  as  the  toi  lures  of  &  cross  are  more  ungrateful  than  I 
pleasures  of  a  paradise ;  these  joys  fuller  of  vitality,  than  tboi 
sickly,  dying,  fainlings ;   aa  the   immediate  presence,  and 
embraces  of  the  Lord  of  life  are  more  delectable  than  o  moun 
ful  disconsolate  absence  from  him  (which  the  apostle  therefoi 
tells  us  he  desired  as  far  better,  and  with  an  emphasis  which  o 

Miough  ipt-iiks  the  cflntmrt'.  Ronxtn  unit  philcnoph;  offtt  noibinfc,  that  e_ 
t«>n(l<v  the  oeiMP  we  iml  iiihmi  the  forc-iiicntioriFti  blain  veripnirw,  >p)r-ccB 
trnd'elionia  or  iinpoM>ih|p.  Yen,  ciirli  >■  hod  no  Atnsr  light  or  guidr,  hnv 
tliaU){tit  tlx-  fnrilliy  of  ihc  miuI'ii  opcrM)aii%  beins  Mrpatvia  ftom  its  csi  ~ 
IkxIj'.  mirch  ffrrmrr  \'y  thnt  i^ry  Mrparatioii.  Ana  u]ion  tlu*  icare  ilotb  i 
Augni"<"i<'.  ^>''>  gT<-s'i  iiirti^'tiiiiinn,  Invni^h  ajriunn  ihr.  philoaophen  (I 

morr:  rjijHrinMj'l  hirnii*!"  iln-j-  jinljifii  ibr  wpninlion  of  thr  MUl  Aom  lbs  I 
dy  n¥«y.-wan'  lo  its  bksK.dnFw.  (fvia  ciMiftl  ^ua  ptrftHam  twtfihiJtiKiw  ft„ 
ai  fifri  fritl'mimt  mm  ofnni  yntma  fotjHin  txvla,  tut  Dtwn  simplex,  tt  mIo  I 
ifmitrnnmnda  nuda  rtitiiriX  :  htfOMit  indtid  Oirv  liihtk  that  ilt  jtrr/tit  W«4m' 
(a*«  piaet,  whm  harinf;  eompUtely  pvt  off  the  hotly,  it  ntumji  in  its  timpU,  i 
rait,  and  or  it  mn  nakid  form  lo  Cwl.  Dr-  rivtt.  Dt-i  I.  13.  r.  tti.  umo  « 
pitqinw  tiw  n-ords  of  PfiilolHii*  pJ1hn|toricll^  of  Plmo,  of  Porfihyriua, 
cited  bv  liiidorirtM  ^'rvr*.  in  hi*con)inent  it)Kin  that  Blioi-rmrntioDcd  paw 
Tlic  find  tipcakinfc  lhu»,  Itrpotilo  rorport  homiunit  Dnim  mmartatan  fitri  : 
ichm  llif  body  it  laid  doien  toon  Itfouut  Iht  iimmrtal  God.  TIm  second  ttMn 
TyoAi  MM  n  rnrport  ad  ima,  rt  a  mifilatione  mprramm  nrvm  lubjttdt 
idea  rfHnfpitndum  eorptm,  tl  Iik  'jvnnlvm  pvslumvs  rt  in  alltra  tVta  pn 
(ilm  rf  trpfiUli,  pmim  ipri  ridramxtf  il  npltmtnn  mnrmiw.-  IW  «M  «W  ■ 
rftun  hti  tlif  fcorfy  It  Itir  lart/i,  and  art  CBiilinuatly  riralltd  /ram  tht ' 
pf  hglifr  Mi'n^.i  ;  llit  body  miut  Ihtrr/iirr  fcr  rrlimpiijihrd  at  amth  at , 
Mrr,«nrf  JUfftHlir  in  another  tUi,  Aatfirfitnd  wmimmidrd,  tttmij/dim 
tnik  mrf  Im  gvoAutt.  Tho  thinl  deaic&— ^tlcr  Jieri  biatum  fiunfiasN  i 
wU  rrfuMiMtf  torinu  tt  ^igabir  Dto ;  lAof  mty  «ne  can  alherwitt  Umme  h  _ 
indlijirSaiimahnglkiStim,  andhtingiditoihtdmQod.  I  concnra  it  bj  _ 
wsy  BSI  hnprelMhte,  thsi  thn  arvcntv  of  tliat  pkitts  btfacr  agaiiuu  ihRt  donsH 
W  the  philcaonbere,  mifrhl  proreed  U))On  this  oound,  that  what  Ihcy  Mid  ad 
tha  impoMibihtj  of  twing  happ;  in  an  earthly  body,  he  uwhmtood  miaint  t 
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jliah  loo  faiiillj'  expresses  ;  for  he  uwn  a  double  eomjuiraliT* 

imXX-)M>.>M  MfiiMw  by  much  more  better : )  and,  as  a  perfcen-rf, 

rlmt  is  a  <-r(>wnrH  triumphant  spirit,  (hat  hath  attained  the  etid  of 

its  race   (a»  the  win-ils  import  in  the  nsiunistical  notion')  is  now 

in  ■  more  vivid  joyous  state,  than  when,  lately,  toiling  in  a  lire- 

Botne  war,  it  lani^ished  iitidrr  many  imp«rrectioni.     And  it  ia 

obwrvablfl,  (hat  m  the  three  Tonner  scriptures  that  i^irMe,  of  l>e> 

Inf;  with  Cliritit,  or,  being  present  with  him,  is  tlie   same  which 

in  uiM>d  by  ihft  api>8tlo,  { 1  Thes.  4.    17.)  to  express  the  slate  of 

'blesisedneRs  ader  the  n.-Hurrflclion  ;  intimating  plainly,  the  &anic- 

neas  of  the  blessedneM  bvfore  and  after.    And  though  this  phras« 

be  also  used  to  signiry  the  present    enjoyment   B«int«  hav«  of 

God's  graeious  presence  in  this  life  ( which  ta  al«>  in  nature,  and 

kind  ihu  same;)  yet  it  is  plainly  u»ed  in  these  seriptures   (the 

'  two  laller  mora  especially )  to  set  out  to  us  such  a  decree  of  that 

'  MftiMdnMS,  that  in  comparison  thereof,  our  present  being  with 

'  ChriK  is  a  not'being  with  him ;   our  presence  with  him,  now,  an 

I  ibsence  from  him  :  While  we  are  at  home  in  the  hotly,  we  are 

Bb«enl  from  the  Lord,  and,  I  am  in  a  strait  betwixt  two,  degirini; 

1 10  depart  (or   having;  a  desire  unto  dissolution)  and  to  be  with 

Christ,  &c.     How  strangely  mistaken  and  disappointed   had  the 

[blessed  apoftle  bcou,  had  his  absence  from  the  body,  bis  disso- 

Intion,  hi*  release,  set  him  further  off  from  Christ,  or  made  him 

I  Jan  capable  of  converse  with  him,  than  before  he  was?  And  how 

thnn  n(  no  Unpotfilnlily  to  ht  happy  in  any  limly  nl  oil;  when  il  is  ttultnlty 
tbo  coiiiiiMn  i>|itiiUn  of  ihn  PlatonuM,  thni  i)i«  auu)  i«  alw*}'*  uniceil  with 
[  BDKwlNMly  or  oih^r.  and  thM  even  ifaa  diamona  ba*e  bodid  (Dcrial  or  Mthcrial 
n)  which  flaio  liinudrbofaaMvod  liy  8t.  Auguccine  to  udinn  wbonce  be 
U  Ammi  b  coiitradicii«n  on  him,  ihid.  not  t^nridirrinfc  (ii  ia  likol*)  that  b* 
IwodM  Riunb  1m*  htiVo  mado  a  ilitliriiliy,  to  coiicrdn  aiiirh  bodica  alio  to  hu- 
I  wwl*  afl«r  they  bad  htm  ihnir  lerriMrial  ohm,  oa  hia  weutora  do  iMt|t 
I  bold  ilwv  then  praarady  becoina  dtnnon«b  In  iha  moan  tkna  il  ia 
I  «fiMiKii(  iha  chtcuin*  of  Um  Baparat*  aoaPn  prawnt  blcaMuhiM^  i*  Hot 
m  of  die  patr»nHfi«  and  auffiBBC  of  philomphcn.  And  it  u  indeed 
I  knewu  apinimi  of  aa  nwny  of  them  ai  e^t-r  h«l>l  ila  iininonslity  (wlitch 
ill  of  bH  Her*  And  nntiiuia  liavir  iltne,  a  vety  (evi  «xi-(q>iiM))  for  iitBHinicli  oa 
[^Jfca^  know  nuihinic  of  \Uk  n-mrmrbiMi  of  ihi;  lioily,  ihny  could  iiol  draun  of 
I  ■  iMniHfiit  lIl^-rval-  And  il  ia  at  l«ut  a  shrovrd  pfntiJiri]>lion  tliat  BOtbinK  in 
]  nnaon  lien  o^ainM  it,  when  no  ooe  invianee  ean  be  givrn,  nmoiu  ihom  that 
HnAvaitly  IMT*  up  ihtmwlvcn  in  itH  nnly  f  iiidanc«,  of  any  Dti«^  ibal  imndnit 
fibs  iBHRon^iiy  'of  tha  aotil,  and  iu  »[Hui>t<l<'n«aa  from  iia  tematriHl  Ixxly, 
■«lcni«d  the  imaiedlate  b)ea>edneaa  uf  rkhI  aoiils  In  that  mate  ol  w!pai»- 
,  Nor  (if  wn  bok  Into  the  thiag  iuelf)  ■•  i*  at  "U  morr  uuapprebimBibla 
I  iha  aoul  riioiiM  ho  uutefMsdant  of  iha  b<Hty  iu  i(«  ojK-niiona  thnii  in  ha 
w  ?  If  it  Iw  iKonblo  enonah  to  Ibnn  an  nnexceprionafalo  uMbii  of  a 
I  bring,  didtiiK-i  and  acfiat^le  ftoin  any  corpoiwil  Hibataiioc  (whivli 
I  tnrBoi)  Ihioior  M»t«  Iwth  »tifli<-innily  danuHuiratoI  in  liii  (TMliaa  of  the 
mnrtality  of  tlie  mhiI)  witb  it*  pn>iH!r  atDrlbutea,  and  powtn  pocnbar  to 
liMelfl  what  can  reuniialily  withhold  dm  from  anritin^.  (ImI  ucine  iir)t. 
Iwfale  &am  the  body,  Ia  maf'a*  woll  operate  nlonn,  (1  dimui  oxrrt  xuch  o|w(«> 
I  a«  an  prafW  to  aueb'a  b«iag)  aa  «jdM  alona?    That  we  And  it  bw«,  tfa 

*  Ae«  Dr.  Hanumnd^  annot  In.  lee. 
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absurd  would  Jt  be  to  a»j,  the  ipiriu  of  the  Jitil  nre  perfectetl, 
by  being  ca»t  into  h  Mupif^ing  sleep ;  jrea,  or  being  pat  into  any 
state  not  belter  than  they  were  in  before  i  But  tbeir  slate  is 
eridenll;r  far  belter.  The  body  of  death  is  now  laid  aside,  and 
the  weights  of  ein,  that  did  so  easily  beset,  are  shaken  oft' ;  flesh 
and  sin  ate  laid  down  together ;  the  soul  is  rid  of  its  burtben- 
>on>e  bands  and  shackles,  hath  quilted  its  fillhy  darksome  prison 
(the  usual  place  of  Uzincss  and  sloth,)  Is  come  forth  of  its 
drowsy  dormitory,  and  the  ^ory  of  God  is  risen  upon  it.  It  is 
now  come  inio  ibe  world  of  realities,  where  things  appear  as 
they  are,  no  lon^r  as  in  a  dreain,  or  vision  of  the  night.  The 
Titai  quickening  beams  of  divine  light  are  darting  in  upon  il  on 
every  side,  and  turning  it  into  their  own  likeness.  The  shadows 
of  the  evening  aro  vanished,  and  tied  away.  It  converses  wilb 
DO  objects  but  what  arc  full  ihcmsclvcs,  and  most  apt  to  replen«, 
bb  it  with  energy  and  life.  This  cannot  be  but  a  joyful  awe 
ijie,  blesaetl  season  of  satisfaction  and  delight  indeed,  to  the 
lightened,  revived  soul.     But, 

i.  It  muM  be  acknowledged,  the  furlher  and  more  eraine 
tsason  of  this  bIcHtttdncss  »ill  tie  (he  general  rcsurrcctioi»-d 
which  i^  more  expressly  signified  in  f>criptiirc  by  this  term  of 
awaking:  iisi»  manifest  in  many  plain  texts,  where  it  is  either 
expressly  thus  us«d,  or  implied  to  have  thia  meaning  in  the  op|M>* 
aile  sense  of  llie  word  sleep.     Dan.  13.  2.  John.  14.  IS.  i  C< 


en«^_ 
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/atti*,  in /aei.  in  l»  prpwm  nntn,  nr-tiiigniily  vrith  dapMidsnc*  oo  n  body,  wL 
nn  mnrr  iiifi'r,  ihai  ii  enn  net  iia  oiiirrwuK!^  than  iu  pnsenl  MtnKciKc  in  a 
tmdy  will  UiBl  it  tan  twrvr  trxist  out  of  it,  iii'iilier  whereof  ■moiiatB  W  inor« 
llian  rlwi  Inlline  i-xplodiHl  BTKUinent  a  nnntaatadnonpour.Uud  (ermiMti  (Auw 
u  not  it  eannolot,  and  woitlil  \k  m  ^ixiiI  lu-iur  tm  \a uy,  wicli  a  taw  tralka  iti 
Ilia  cIntliM,  ihtrclbni  out  of  llinin  lie  connut  move  afoot  Vca,  aii.l  itis  vi'ry 
uae  itMtJ*  wliieh  Ilie  noiil  now  inalii-i  «l'  cuqioreal  orfoiM  ami  uiairuim-ir 
jilntiily  oridanees,  thnt  it  dmli  rxi'il  oninc  srtion  nlicifiii  itioy  smmi  il 
Kor  it  ntppaiiea  on  oprrntiun  ujion  thciii  aiitrfodait  to  uiy  ujionuon  by 
Notbiu  mi  b«  \l\v  inBUunii-iiI  wliicb  %a  nut  fim  lli«  sub)«cl  of  my  actimt  i 
wban  1  iw  n  )>rii,  I  act  iijh»i  it  in  nnkr  to  my  action  by  it,  iliot  m,  1  uupi 
a  molion  iipciii  ii,  in  nnlnr  whirniinln  1  ii»p  not  llintor  any  otlwr  mich  I 
OHM ;  aiiU  Lhrjugh  I  caiitiut  prnducc?  llii!  ileniipK'il  clli^t,  li»v«  rack  cl 
ten  MO  nnil  »o  figiiired,  wilboul  il;  my  IihiiiI  ran  yvl,  witliout  iuperibiml 
own  union,  jiniper  to  itxcll',  ntid  prfidiice  iii«ny  nohkr  ••fP'Cta.  Uben  Ibei 
lore  tbo  unlit  innkri  line  of  n  hcidily  orgnii,  in  nrtion  u|i»ii  it  mast  oSMla 
Ian  b«  williout  the  niiiii^trir  of  any  ur^n,  unlcxn  yon  luuluply  to  it  body 
body  in  U)(tna(um.  And  il  [ioiu<ibiy.  it  yieri'inn  nut  iiumi>  meaner  and  p 
lURCrn  of  dttidflMy  wfami  nui  iif  Mil'  Ix'ily,  whvrrtn  il  m«l«  Ma  of  iIh  I>«I 
awl  aemoo  bmra  ;  tlial  ia  no  mora  b  ili»]inra|f«m<rntar  iliniinulion,  tbaii  it 
to  ili«  maginmte,  diot  law  a»i]  derMicy  itennii  liiai  not  lo  apfir«lK-iHl  ur  ei_ 
cut*  a  mMsfecior  wiA  tiia  own  hanil.  It  may  yvt  pi-rfnnii  iboM  MH;raii4ii 
whtrh  HIP  prvprr  to  itM>|f  ■  tbat  ii^  iiifIi  a«  are  mnsc  itobk  luid  rjii*rlli>ni, 
immeilintt^ly  conducivD  lo  iu  omi  felinly.  \Vliieb  awt  of  nctiowi,  m  ra| 
IJON  fair  inalaix«,aii(l  dilealMiilt  ibougli  beioK  Aour  in  ibe  bui1y,  Ilicre  ia 
jwtet  wii)i  thnni  nn  a^fitabon  of  iho  apihia  m  ili«  brain  aitd  ticait ;  ii  y\ 
KcnM  to  ma  mora  reaaunaltle,  than  sa  lo  Uiooe  acl»,  ibu  4f>iriia  ara  mlwr 


:^ 


or  TUB  XIGllTBOt;*. 


109 


IS.  S  Tbei.  4.  &c.  What  additions  bIuII  then  be  made  to  tJie 
■BJDU*  blessedness,  lies  more  remote  from  our  appreliension  ;  in 
■*  much  as  Scripture  atates  not  the  degree  of  that  blessedness 
;irhi<:h  shall  intervene.  Wc  know,  by  a  loo  sad  instructive  ex- 
ace,  the  calamities  of  our  present  stale,  and  can  therefore 
•asity  conceive,  whurcin  it  ia  c.ipable  of  betterment,  by  I 
Uie  deposition  of  a  »lu;^ish,  cumbersome  body,  where  those  ca- 
)amitic»  mostly  have  their  spring:  but  then  wc  know  less  where 
to  fix  our  foot,  or  whence  to  lake  our  rite,  in  estimating  the  ad- 
4itioti&l  felicities  of  that  future  state,  when  both  the  slates  to  be 
compared  are  so  unknown  to  us.  But  that  there  will  be  great 
itions  is  plain  enough.  The  full  recompense  of  obedience, 
devotedaestt  to  Christ,  of  foregoing  all  for  him,  is  affixed  by 
bis   promise   to  the  resurreclion  ot  the  just;  The  judgment-day 

£'vta  every  one  hia  portion  according  to  his  works.  Then  must 
e  holy,  obedient  christian  hoar  from  his  Redeemer's  moulh, 
Come  yc  blesMd  of  the  Fulhcr,  inherit  the  kingdom,  be.  Till 
then  the  devils  think  tlictr  torment  to  be  before  ihcir  lime.  It 
is  whc-n  he  shall  appear  we  shall  be  like  him,  and  see  him  as  he 
b.     Th.1t  (loted  day  is  the  day  of  being  picscnlcd  fsullless  with 


^)Hta  iImui  JnnnimenM  at  all  of  ili«m ;  ibat  ilie  whole  etMnca  of  iheae  acta  i* 

aBIMClcnl  111  the  mutiiNi  of  tbu  Rpinlti ;  an<l  thnt  inotiriii  ci^rtninly  [hiii  acd- 

[  Amtly)  «>ikwi|U«nt,  aoly  by  icnsoo  of  xLp  prcJiiMii,  hiii  miIiiIiId  iuiiuq  itie  «oul 

I  wUli  lbs  body.     And  Am  the  purity  nnd   relinedu'^a*  uf  tttuHe   aplrils 

,  _     I  Oidy  noMTe  what  WAold  binder  mjcb  scbs  raiher  ilian  contributB  pori- 

hirs(y  tbaieUL    And  ao  linin  a  lh<^  ntlinnco  Iwinxwn  n  thoiifilit,  nnd  nny  bo- 

^dQjr  UNHgieTMl  tboae  Tcry  Gn<»t  gpirili  ihRinarlvis ;  ihut  I  tliin-'uiy,  nliocivr 

I  bbnaelf  cIomIv  and  strictly  tu  nuinidi'r  ami  itrbHi<>  iliu   inailtT  niih  bia 

■  ioa,   will  fiml  it  mitdi  morr  rnnily  njinri'liiinwlilc,  how  tlir  nrt«  of 

I  and  roUlian  may  bo  iicrfonnrd  wiihiiiii  ihimr  very  cor|ioivat  «pi- 

y  lita  tbao  by  Ibom.     However  bu[i|hi!b7  thvm  nrvcr  ao  indiepi-naibly  tiocnMiy 

\  la  dioM  mors  iwbia  opcreiion*  o(  iht-  iraul,  ii  niay  viuuly  bo  fiinu»lin)  witb 

'  diwri,  and  in  Rinater  nleniy  nnil  purity,  Iroin  tbo  nntbimt  air,  (or  mhet)  than  , 

fan  a  dull  toruid  body ;  with  •f>iii«  pnrt  of  which  air.  if  wo  nippono  it   to 

taasact   a  vital  unions  I  know  no  raiioiia]  |iriiici|>lu  that  ifl  wiungml  Ity  tha  , 

■HHHMtliiin.  though  Baitbqr  do  I  know  any  thnt  i:)Ui  neceimrily  infer  it.    Aa 

ftanAn  ike  doctrino  of  the  naiil'*  nctiviiy  out   of  hi*  snnbly  bnly,  halb  b> 

MTMmI  ftiandatiip  enough  fmin  iihiluxiphmi  an  I  iltiubi  not,  Uii  upon  Oio 

IMiiet  and  ngU  dlaquiaitimi,  il  would  b«  iin  inui^li  bffriondod  (or  mUiur 


nglMdl  by  phikmiifay  inclfi  and  thnt  ilM'ir   ro«w)ii  w-mld  alli>n)  it  «■  itirvrt 
•M  mure  cMiMiItrable  dcfiuiea  than  thvir  authority. 

In  lb«  mean  iiinir,  it  dncrvca  lo  Ik  c<in>i<U-n.-d  witli  iKim'-  rt'seiiuiiMt.  tbal 
lUa  doethne  alMuid  Und  the  g«iienlily  <>f  tvarEicI  ]i)I|.iuih  iiioiv  forwnnl   ad- 
•MMaM  llHii  aomo  tcarani  and  worthy  )i<iir"t»  of  the  riiriictinn  fajth  ;  which 
laooty  fniputabla  (utbu  andiw  meaning  a tid  cxci-ianf  on,  ulbern'ia(?,juKiseaV>J 
b  ikvm  mur,  (or  ifaa  rMum<ctiua  of  iba  body ;  »o  lar  tniuaponing  toam.  diat<  \ 
llMjrbMoatua  willing  lo  let  go  oaa  tnilh.  that  ihcy  migbi  bold  anoilwrllM>i 
'Mart  and  to  nnaom  tliia  at  iIir  ttm  iIcDrlimd  uiuwc<!nar\)  cxpcocrc  of  ilia. 

raMVt  MooiiBtiag^  they  cotild  hcvct  mokv  sure  unough  IIil'  roBiimti^tion  of 
fea  bndy,  withuui  uiakiitg  tbe  aoul'a  ilriwiiiluiK'a  on  it  ao  abaolud)  and  nanaS'  ■ 
aa<Tt  itia>*t*l>nuldlwabl«iodoiio(Jiiiip  but  ■!««pLn  the  ntMin white   Wlmraat 
it  Manw  a  great  d<«l  moiv.  unconcnivaiiln,  bow  «uch  n  lie>iu|  as  the  aoul  i%i 

tea  i|uU  od  ihe  eiiUinj'If'invnti  ami  (■nfiiinbmTicj.-B  of  ibe  buiIy,  tJiould  aleep 
a  aB,  thu  bow  it  fhotild  act  wiihuut  ilin  body. 
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exceeding  joy.  AiiiJ  divers  things  there  are  obviouitlr  coough 
lo  be  retlcctcij  on,  which  cannot  but  be  umlfinitood  to  contrihuie 
much  to  the  iiii:reti»e  and  improvement  of  this  inchoate  bhrSHcd- 
neaa.  The  ucijuisilion  of  a  ^loritird  bodj.  For  our  vile  bodies 
ihill  he  so  far  traiis^ured,  as  to  be  made  like  [oonform  lo]  the 
l^orious  body  of  the  Saviour,  the  Lord  Jvfi\i»  Chriflt :  {litmFyyt- 
luir^^n,  s^iiiiA^fnv.  Phil.  S.  2U.  21.)  And  this  shall  be  when  he 
shall  appearfrom  heaven,  where  saints  here  below  are  required  to 
hare  their  commerce,  as  the  enfranchised  citizens  thereof,  and 
from  whence  they  are  lo  continue,  looking  for  him  in  the  mean 
time.  When  he  terminates  and  puts  a  period  lo  ifast  expectation 
of  his  saints  on  eaith,  then  shall  that  great  change  be  made,  that 
is,  when  he  actually  appears,  at  which  time  the  trumpet  sounds, 
and  even  sk-cpini;  dust  itself  awakes;  ( I  Thi-s.  4.  14.  15.  16.) 
Ilie  hallowed  dnst  of  thrm  that  slept  in  Jesus  fiisl,  who  are  then 
to  come  with  him.  This  change  may  well  be  conceived  to  add 
eousiderabJy  to  their  felicity.  A  natural  congruity  and  appetite 
is  now  answered  and  satislied,  which  did  either  lie  dormanl,  or 
was  under  somewhat  an  anxious  restless  expectation  before  ; 
neither  of  which  could  well  consist  with  a  state  of  blessedness, 
evcry-wny  alrcaily  perfect.  And  lh:it  there  is  a  real  desire  and 
cxpcclnlion  of  this  change,  seems  to  be  plainly  intimntcd  in  those 
words  of  Job,  .\11  the  days  of  my  appointed  time  will  I  wait  till 
my  change  come  :  (chap.  14.  14.)  Where  he  must  rulher  be  un- 
derstood to  speak  of  tlie  resurrection  than  of  death  ( as  his  words 
are  commonly  mialaltcn,  and  misapplied;}  as  will  appear  by  sel- 
ling down  the  context  from  the  seventh  verse,  for  there  is  hope 
of  a  tree,  if  it  bo  cut  down,  that  it  will  sprout  again,  and  that  the 
tender  branch  thereof  will  not  cense.  Tlmugh  the  root  thereof 
wu  old  in  the  earth,  and  the  slock  thereof  die  in  the  ground  : 
yet  through  the  scent  of  water,  it  will  bud  and  brini;  forth  bou(^ 
like  a  planl.  But  man  dielh  and  wa&teth  away  ;  yea,  man  givelh 
up  the  ghost,  and  where  is  he  ?  As  the  watets  fail  from  ihe  sea, 
and  the  flood  deeayelh,  and  dryclh  up;  so  man  lieth  down,  and 
riselh  not  [ill  the  heavens  be  no  more  :  ihcy  ^hnll  not  he  awaked 
Dor  raised  out  of  their  »l<-ep.  O  that  thou  wouldest  hide  me 
the  grave,  that  thou  wouldest  keep  mc  secret  till  ihy  wrath 
past,  that  thou  wouldest  appoint  m«  a  set  lime,  and  rcmem 
ne !  If  *  man  die,  shall  he  live  again  ?  All  the  days  of  tny 
pointed  lime  will  I  wait  (ill  m,v  change  come.  Thou  shall  cal 
and  I  will  answer  thee  ;  thou  wilt  have  a  desire  lo  the  work  of 
thy  hands,  lie  fir^t  speaks  according  to  common  apprehension, 
and  ^<'n!^ihk^  apjie.-irjnee,  touching  the  hopeless  stale  of  man  in 
death  ;  as  though  it  were  k'M  capable  of  reparation  than  that  of 
some  inferior  creatures,  unto  the  end  of  ver.  10.  And  ti 
gradually  discovers  his  better  hope  ;  betrays  this  faith,  a&  it  w 
obliquely,  touching  this  [toint;  tela  it  break  out,  first,  in  so 
obscure  glimmerings,  (ver.  II.  I2-)  giviJig  us,  in  bis^^r 
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Uludfl  not  full}'  ezprenire  of  his  seeming  meaning,  for  wa- 
and  floods  that  fiiil  may  he  renewed  :  and  in  his  Jipoilosia 
['Vorr  0|>cn1}'  Enlitnatin;;,  mnn's  sleep  should  be  onlf  till  ibe  heav- 
iJtna  were  no  more  :  whioh  liit  mi^ht  be  !iii))pnscd  lo  Ki;;nirjr  ncrvr, 
rere  il  not  for  what  follawa,  ver.  i^.  wbvrc  hn  exprcs^ily  spenks 
tbis  confidence  by  way  of  )>etilioi),  (hat  at  a  set  and  apiioiiiled  time, 
would  remember  hira,  so  as  to  call  him  out  of  ibe  Kr>v« : 
.  at  l*8t,  being  now  minded  lo  speak  out  more  ftilly,  puis  the 
RlioD  lo  himself.  If  a  man  die,  shnll  he  lire  again  ?  and  an- 
I  it.  All  (he  days  of  my  np{>ointed  time,  that  is  of  that  ap- 
pointed  timo  which  he  mtrntioncd  before,  when  God  should  re- 
vive him  out  of  (he  dust  ;  will  I  wait  till  my  ehiiitjce  come  ;  (hat 
(ia,  that  (tlorioufl  change,  when  the  corruption  of  a  lonlhMmc 
ive  should  be  exohanged  for  immortal  glory  ;  which  he  ampli- 
Bes,  and  utters  more  expressly,  ver.  1&.  Thou  sbalt  call,  and  I 
[%ill  answer  ;  thou  shalt  have  a  desire  to  Ihe  H-oik  of  Iby  hands : 
iThou  wilt  not  always  forgot  (o  restore  and  perfect  (by  own 
i creature. 

And  Jiuroly  that  waiting  is  not  the  ael  of  hia  ioanimnte  sltfep- 
dust;  but  though  it  )>e  spoken  of  Ihe  person  totally  gone  in- 
tto  An/u,  into  the  invisible  state;  it  is  lobe  understood  of  that 
Ifrt  that  should  be  capable  of  sucb  an  action  ;  as  though  he  had 
mid  I,  in  that  pnrt  that   shall  be  still  alive,  hIiiiII  patiently  await 
[iby  appointed  lime  of  reviving  me  in  thai  pnrl  also,  which  death 
tlM  grave  »hall  inTiull  over  (in  a  temporary  triumph)  in  the 
lime ;  and  so  will  Ihe  worda  carry  a  facile,  commodious 
I,  wiiliout  the  unnecessary  help  of  an  imagined  rhetorical 
of  apeecb.     And  then,  that  this  wailing  carries  in  it  a 
Irons  expectation  of  some  additional  good,  is  evident  at  6r«t 
which  therefore   must  needs  add  to  Ihe  satisfaction  and 
edness  of  the  expecting  wul.     And  wherein  it  may  do  so, 
^li  Dot  altn^cthcr  nnag>]>rcben!>iblc.     Admit  that  a  t'piril,  bad  it 
Uir«r  be«-ii  einhfidii-il,  migbl  be  !U  well  without  a  body,  or  that 
bft  Bight  be  as  well  provided  of  a  body  out  of  other  materials; 
id  i»  DO  unreasonable  supposition,  that  a  connate  aptitude  lo  a 
ibodf,  should  render  human  souU  more  happy  in  a  body  sufficient- 
attempered  lo  (bcir  most  noble  opcrnlions.     And  how  much 
relation  and  propriety  endear  ibing?,  otherwise  mean  and 
Flaconnderablc  ?  or  why  should  it  be  thought  strangf,  that  a  soul 
nnttaturalizcd  to  matter,  should  t>e  more  parlieularly  inclined  to 
•  partieuUr  portion  Ihei-eof  ?  so  as  that  ilslKtuld  appropriate  such 
I  part,  aifd  say  it  is  mine  ?  And  will  il  not  he  a  pleasure,  to  have 
aTitalily  diffused  through  what  even  more  remotely  appertains 
lo  ate,  nave  every  thing  belonging  lo  the  nupixmtutn  perfectly 
vindicated  from  the  tyrannous  dominion  of  death  '!  The  returning 
tt  tlie  spirits  into  a  benumlK-d  or  sleeping  toe  or  6nger,  adds  a 
«wt«ntment  to  a  man  which  be  wanted  before.     Nor  is  it  hence 
Bee«Mary  the  aoul  should  covet  a  re-union  with  every  effluvioua 
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pjinicle  of  (t«  foiincr  hoAj  :  b  desire  implanled  by  God  id  a 
•onablv  nouI  will  um  at  what  is  coiivcniont,  not  what  AM  be 
cuinbortionie  or  monilroiis.     And  how  pleasanl  will  i(  be  to  ron- 
template  and  aclmire  the  wisdom  aiid  pow«r  of  the  great  Creator 
in  lliis  90  glorious  a  change,  whtn  I  shall  find  a  clod  of  earth,  a 
heap  of  dust,  fclined  into  n  crlestial  purity  and  brightness  .'  when 
what  was  sown  in  corruption   shall  bo  raised  in  incorruption  ; 
what  was  sown  in  dishonor,  ia  raised  in  g'ory  ;  what  was  sowa 
in  weakness,  i>  raised  in  power  ;  what  was  »own  a  natural  bodj', 
i)  raised  a  spiritual  body  ?  when  this  eorruplible  shall  have  put 
on  incorruption,  and  this  mortal,  iiumortalily,  and  death  be  whol- 
ly sMiilluwed  up  in  victory  ?  So  that  this  awakening  may  well  be 
undeistood  to  carry  tbai  in  it,  which  may  bespeak  it  the  proper 
aeason  of   the  saints' consummate  satisfaction  and   blesssedness. 
But  besides  what  it  carries  in  itself,  there  arc  other  (more  ex- 
trinsical) coneurrenls  that  do  further  signalize  thi«  Mason,  aod 
import  a  ^ater  increase  of  blessednetta  Incn  to  (iod't  holy  ones. 
The  body  of  Cbri.it  is  now  cuniplcteil,  the  fulness  of  him  that 
6ll^tl)  all  in  all,  and  all  the  so  nearly  related  parts  cannot  but  p»T- 
take  in  ihe  perfection  and  reflected  glory  of  the  whole.     There 
is  joy  in  heaven  at  the  conversion  of  a  sinner  though  he  have  a 
troublesome  scene  yet  to  pass  over  afterwards,  in  a  tempting, 
wicked,  unquiet  world ;  how  much  more  when  the  many  sooa 
shall  be  all  brought  to  glory  together  ?    The  dosi^s  arc  all  now 
aecompliNbed,  and  wouml  up  into  the  most  glorious  reMilt  and 
issue,  whereof  the  divine  providence  hud  been,  as  in  travail,  for 
so  many  thousand  years.     It  is  now  seen  how  exquisite  wisdom 
governed  the  world,  and  how  steady  a  tendency  the  most  intri- 
cate and  perplexed  methods  of  providence  had,  to  one  stated  and 
most  worthy  end.     Especially   the  constitution,  administration, 
and  ends  of  Ihc   Meiliator's  kingdom,  are  now  beheld  in  (heir 
exact  aptitudes,  order  and  conspicuous  glory  ;  when  so  blessed 
an  issue  and  smcess  shall  command  and  crown  the  whole  under- 
taking.    The  divine  authority  is  now  univerSiJIy  acknowledged 
and  adored  ;  his  justice  is  vindicated  and  satisfied  ;  bis  grace  de- 
monstrated and  magnified  to  the  uttermost.     The  whole  assem- 
bly of  Saints  solemnly  acquitted  by  public  sentence,  presoDled 
spotless  and  without  hiemish  to  God,  and  adjudged  to  eternal 
blessedness,      It  is  the  day  of  solemn  triumph  and  jubilslioo, 
upon  (he  finishing  of  all  Gml's  works,  from  th<-  creation  of  tl 
world,  wherein  the  Lord  Jesus  appears  to  be  glorified  in  bis  Mint 
and  admired  in  all  that  believe :  {2  Tbes.  I.   10.)  upon  whi< 
ensues  the  resignation  of  Ihe  Mediator's  kingdom  (dl  the  end 
of  it  being  now  allainod )  that  the  Kalfaer  himself  may  be  in 
diately  all  in  all.  I   Cor.  IS.  28.  Flow  aptly  then  are  the  fuL 
manifestations  of  Ctod,  the  more  glorions  display  of  all  his  attr 
botes,  the  largtr  and  more  abundant  clTusiiins  of  himself,  reser 
ed  (as  the  bc9>t  wine  (o  (be  last)  unto  tbts  joyful  day  !  Ci 
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pcrfei'tion»  coulil  not  Iiqvr  been  bcTorc  bo  abiiolulo,  hut  Ihejr 
■ui((l)t  i)(lmil  t}(  iiiijiKMTiiifnl ;    llieir  ciipai-iljc.-i  nol  m  liitge,  hut 
tlicjr  ukiglil  Itu  <'\ioiiif(i4l  funlier  ;   and  tticn   wlio  <inn  iJui^ibt  but . 
lluU  diviue  coiuinuiikMliona  may  also  liavo  a  propaHiniialilo  in- ' 
rn-jisc,  ami  that  ujioit  itic  conuoursv  of  m>  maii^r  great  occnsionl : 
1L17  ^iiUl  have  so  } 


CHAPTEH  XI. 

I 

I.  An  iiNrcNhKnion  to  ilw  ima  of  the  doririnu  biihiMlo  pmiwMd.  II.  TtiPiioo 
<ti«ii|ftl  liito.  tVtt,  Iiifureui-»«  of  iiuiIl  Sttwutb/.  UiiIfh  of  duty.  I. 
InliTjTnri',  II1111  IiImthUiww  ronniiUi  iiul  in  liny  si-iwiinl  i>tyoj'in«iil.  %  III- 
Akhtc.  'Hie  9>j>irii  of  niun  (siitr«  it  u  r«pat>lo  of  m>  bigh  ■  MomciIimw)  i» 
ibtdng  of  higtt  ncelli-nr)-. 

1.  Ami  now  is  oariirMtest  work  Tel  behind  ;  the  improvement 
ofso  momentous  a  truth,  In  the  alTecting  and  transforming  of  hearln: 
|*lhal  (if  the  Lord  shjil  so  far  vouchsafe  his  aasislanre  and  Mess- 
■  )  they  may  last*  the  swpctness,  feel  the  power,  and  bear  the 
aprvn  andimsige  ol  it.  This  is  (he  work,  both  of  greatest  ne- 
eeasity,  dflTiculty.  and  excollcncy,  and  unto  which,  nil  that  halh 
done  hilhcrlo,  iH  but  subsviTiL-nt  and  inlroduclivc.  Give 
lie  leave  therefore,  reader,  to  slop  Ihec  here-,  and  demand  of 
life  bpfore  lliou  go  further;  ilns.!  ihou  any  design  in  Itirninf; 
tver  th«)ie  leaves,  of  b(-lterin^  (by  spirit,  of  j^elliiif;  a  inoie  re- 
ined, hc.ivcnly  lrm|K>r  of  soul  ?  arl  tbou  weary  of  tby  dross  ami 
tarlli,  and  longiot;  for  the  first  fruil-s,  the  beginnings  of  glory  ? 
i>sl  thon  wisli  for  a  soul  meet  for  (he  blessedness  liilbcrlo  de- 
nibed  ^  what  is  here  written  is  designed  for  thy  help  and  furlher- 
*But  if  thou  art  looking  on  these  pAgea  with  a  wanton, 
oiling  eye,  buntint;  for  novelties,  or  what  may  gratify  a  prurient 
rit,  a  coy  and  »|iieamisb  fancy;  go  road  a  romnnee,  or  some 
jtierc  of  drollery  ;  know  here  is  nothing  for  thy  turn  ;  and  dread 
|o  mrddle  with  matters  of  everUsting  concernment  without  n  »«- 
iouN  !ipiri( ;  road  not  another  line  (ill  (hnu  have  sighed  out  this 
i]tie»t,  "  Lord  keep  me  from  trifling  with  the  things  of  cterni- 
Chnrpc  (hy  tnni  to  consider,  that  wha(  (liou  art  now  lead- 
I11;  mitsf  he  added  to  thy  account  against  the  it^^^tday.  It  19 
hmai'iiig  In  (liiiik,  with  what  vanity  of  mind  (he  most  weighty 
liinga  of  religion  arc  entertained  amongst  christiaias.    Things 
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(bat  hIiduUI  su->Uow  up  our  souh,  drinli  up  our  spirits,  are  heard 
a>  a  tale  itiat  is  told,  disregarded  by  most,  scorncil  by  loo  man;. 
What  can  he  spoken  so  important,  or  of  w  trcnicTidou*  conse- 
quence, or  of  so  confessed  truth,  or  with  so  awful  solemnity  and 
premisod  mention  of  the  sarred  name  of  the  Lord,  as  not  to  find 
oilber  a  very  slight  vntcrtninmcnt  or  contemptuous  rejeelion  ; 
and  this  by  persons  avowin);  thomsclvoii  christians  ?  We  seem 
to  have  little  or  no  advainagc,  in  urj^in;;  men  upon  their  own 
principles,  and  with  things  ihey  most  readily  and  prof'cBsedIv  as- 
sent to.  Their  hearts  are  as  much  untoucned,  and  roid  of  im- 
pression by  the  Christian  doctrine,  as  if  they  were  of  another 
relij^on.  How  unlike  is  the  Christian  world  to  the  Christian 
doctrine  }  The  seal  is  fair  and  excellent,  but  the  impression  is 
languid,  or  not  visible.  Where  is  that  serious  godliness,  that 
lieavcniincss,  that  purity,  tbiit  Mpirilunlity,  that  ri|;htenusnc8S,thal 
pCMC,  unto  which  the  Chriiliim  reiigiun  is  most  aptly  designed 
lo  work  and  form  the  spirits  of  men  ?  We  think  to  be  saved  by 
an  empty  name ;  and  glory  in  the  shew  and  appearance  of  that, 
the  life  and  power  whereof  we  hate  and  deride.  It  is  a  repi-oach 
with  us  not  to  be  called  a  christian,  and  a  greater  reproach  lo  be 
one.  If  such  and  such  doctrines  obtain  not  in  our  profe&sed  be- 
lief, we  are  herctirs  or  infidels;  if  they  do  in  our pnicticc,  we 
areprerisiiiiis  ami  ionh.  To  be  so  serious,  and  circum»i>ect,  and 
strict,  and  holy,  to  make  the  practice  of  godliness  so  much  our 
business,  as  the  known  and  avowed  principles  of  our  religion  do 
plainly  exact  frnm  us  (yea,  though  we  come,  as  we  cannot  but  do, 
unspeakably  short  of  that  required  measure)  is  to  make  one*i 
self  a  common  dcjisioD  and  scorn.  Not  to  be  professedly  rcli- 
ffitius  is  barbarous,  lo  be  so  in  good  cnrnesl  ridiculous.  In  other 
things  men  arc  wont  to  act  and  practice  according  to  the  known 
rules  of  their  several  callings  and  professions,  and  he  would  be 
rcekoncd  tlic  common  fool  of  the  neighborhood  that  should  not 
do  so  ■'  the  husbandman  that  should  sow  when  otliers  reap,  or 
conlriie  his  harvest  into  the  depth  of  winter,  or  sow  fitches,  »ad 
expect  lo  reap  wlioat ;  the  merchant  that  should  venture  abroad 
bis  most  precious  commodities  in  a  leak)-  boilom,  without  pilot  or 
comfKtsi;,  or  lo  places  not  likely  lo  alTord  him  any  valuable  re- 
turn. In  religion  only  it  must  be  accounted  absurd,  to  be  and  do 
according  to  its  known  agreed  principk-^,  and  he  a  fool  that  Khali 
bul  practice  as  uU  about  him  profess  to  believe.  Lord !  whence 
is  this  apprehended  Incunsislcncv  between  the  profcsiiion  and 
practice  of  religion  ?  what  hath  thus  slupified  and  unmanned  the 
world,  that  seriousness  in  religion  sliould  be  thought  tite  character 
of  a  fool }  that  men  inusl  visibly  make  a  mockery  of  the  most  fun 
dsmental  orliclcs  of  faith  only  to  save  their  reputation,  and 
afraid  to  be  serious,  lest  they  should  be  thoufpit  mad  !  Wei 
the  doctrine  here  opened,  believed  in  earnest,  were  the  diii 
proper  impress  of  it  ui>od  out  spirits,  or  (as  the  i>agan  moralist's 
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"rxprcSHJori  js)  were  our  minds  tnin»r>gurcd  Into  it ;  what  idmi- 

tier  of  j>er«iti3  should  we  heiii  all   holy  coiivcmalion  and  godU- 

rtieta  ?     But  il  is  lh<>iij;hl  cnniii^h  to  hiivc  it  in  our  creed,  thougli 

llterer  in  our  hearts  :  and  siicU  us  will  not  deride  (he  holiness  it 

thnuld  |iroduc«,  yet  en(l«av<)r  it  not,  nor  go  about  to  "pply  And 

irge  truths  upon  their  own  souls  to  any  such  ))uq>r>sR.     What 

Bbould  lum  into  grace  and  spirit  and  life,  turns  all  into  notion  and 

ilk  ;  and  mvn  think  all  is  wtll,  if  their  heads  be  filled,  and  their 

hongucrs  tipl,  with  what  should  (ran^tfurm  their  souls,  and  govern 

f their  livui.     How  are  the  nioal  iiwhil  truths,  and  thnl  should  have 

Ijrcatest  |»wcr  upon  men's  sptriltt,  trillfit  wilh  as  malti-rs  only  of 

eeulation  and  disruurso  !     They  uro  heard  but  as  empty,  airy 

vorda  and  presently  evaporate,  puss  away  into  woixls  af^ain  ;  like 

I,  u  Seneca  speaks,  ^Von  jtrodtal  ctbvs,  nee  corpori  accedtl, 

ai  gttttim  sumpttta  emitlitur :  thai  comes  up  preaenlli/,  the  xame 

ihnt  it  was  taken  in  ;  which  [  as  he  aaith )  profits  not,  nor  mitkes 

lilt/  acrension  to  the  boiitj  at  all.     Sen.  Epist.     A  like  c.nsc  (as 

tnolhi-r   ingeniously  »pcalu,)  'V.ts't  <«<  ri  wfi^m,  i  xH''"  T'f""* 

I  ri  .'fja :  as  if  sheep  when  they  had  been  feeding,  ahovdd  pn- 

tnt  their  shepherds  with  the  very  ^rasa  ilstlf  which  they  have 

cropt,  and  shew  hoic  much  they  had  ralcn.    No,  sal  th  ho,  theycon- 

\tocl  il,  ami  so  yield  them  w>ol  and  milk.     Epictvt.     And  so, 

isaith  hi.',  do  not  you    (namely  when  roti  have  been  intilrueled) 

oscnlly  j;o  and  utter  words  amonjc  the  more  ijtnorunt  (meaning 

ey  nhoutd  not  do  so  in  a  way  of  onEenkitiuu,  to  shew  how  much 

bvy  knew  more  than  otlicr8)"bul  works  that  follow  upon  the 

nncoction  of  what  hath  been  by  words  made  known  to  them." 

[Let  christians  be  asliumed  that  they  need  this  instruction  from 

I  heathen  teachers. 

Thy  words   were  found,  and  1  did  cat  them  (eaith  the  pro> 

pbet,)   and  thy  word   was  to  me   the  joy  and  rejoicing  of  my 

leart.     Divine  truth  is  only  so  far  at  present  grateful  or  useful 

or  future,  as  it  is  received  by  fuilh  and  consideration,  and  in  the 

3ve  thereof  into  Iho  very  heart,  and  there  turned  in  attccum  et 

Mnguinan :  into  rtal  nutriment  to  ike  soul :  so  shall   man  live 

by  the  word  of  Cod.     Hence  is  the  application  of  it   (both  pcr- 

iial  and  ministerial)  of  so  great  necessity.     If  the  truths  of 

be  gospel  were  of  the  same  alloy  with  some  part*  of  philosophy 

rboM  end  is  attained  as  soon  as  they  are  known  ;  if  the  Scrip- 

lare-doclrine  { the  whole  entire  system  of  il )  were  not  a  doctrine 

■fler  godliness;  if  it  were  not  de»if[ncd  In  sanctify  and   make 

ioien  holy;  or  if  the  hearts  of  men  did  not  reluctate, were  easily 


*8cieRIMm  ini  diitirit,  «l  fiurii-mlo  cl  ^itaniU  pnpcrpit,  nondiim  Mpii^n^nt, 
niai  in  ea  quw  ilMifit  Ininiilixi >">(■»  i-M  aniiiii)«.    Though  niniui  linvn  Iranifrf 
[moral  viencc  atid  may  loach  wlim  in  In  I*  done,  aiid  wlial  is  I"  bo  Hvi)uk<d. 
.  f«  lia  is  not  a  wiM  mw  nnlaai  his  mbd  ii  tranatigured  into  iua  docmae. 
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receptive  of  i(a  tmprcssionH ;  our  work  were  as  •oon  dune, 
auch  s  doctrino  wvio  nskedlj'  proposed  :  htH  llie  state  of  t 
case  In   llicso  rcapccia  is  known  nm)  evident-     The  lenor  »ni 
asprcl  of  posfR-l  truth  spcnks  its  cud  ;  iind  cxp^iricnco  too  pluin 
iipGiiks  tlio  opposiitjiicAii  o(  men's  spirits.     All  therefore  «e«-ad 
nnd  hear  is  lost  if  it  be  iml  uigcntlj'  ajiplied  :  the  Lord  pant  it 
be  not  then  too.     Therefore,  reader,  let  ihy  mind  and  heart  coi 
uur  ill  the  following  improvement  of  this  doctrine,  which  will 
ttholly  comprehended  under  thoae  two  hcnds.      Infervncen 
(ruth,  and  rules   of  dutj'   that   are  consequent  and   oonnnlu: 
thereto- 

First,  Inferences  of  truth  dcdupililc  from  it. 

1-  True  blessedness  consists  not  in  ttnj  sensual  enjovnie 
The  blessedness  of  a  man  eirn  be  but  one  ;  most  onlr  one-  H 
ran  hnve  hut  one  highest  and  best  good.  And  ila  proper  charn' 
tcr  is,  that  it  finally  Mlinfies  and  gives  rest  to  his  spirit.  Th 
the  face  and  likeness  of  (Jod  doth  ;  his  glory  beheld  and  paitiei 
pateil-  Here  then  alone  his  full  blessedness  must  be  uiidersloui 
to  lie.  Therefore  as  this  might  many  other  ways  bo  evinced 
be  true ;  so  it  evidently  appears  to  be  the  proper  issue  of  ihi 
present  inilh,  and  is  plainly  proved  by  it.  Uul  aina !  it  nceils 
great  deal  more  to  be  pressed  tlian  proved.  O  that  it  were  b 
as  much  considered  a.^  it  is  known  !  The  experience  of  almo: 
siv  thousand  years,  hath  (one  would  think  sufficiently )  (ostifn 
the  incompetency  of  every  worldly  thing  to  make  men  happy 
titat  the  present  plea.«ing  of  our  sctnses,  and  the  gratification 
our  animal  part  is  not  blessedness;  that  men  are  still  left  unsa 
isfied  notwithstanding.  Hut  the  practice  and  course  of  the  worli 
ai-e  snch,  as  if  this  were  same  late  and  rare  experiment ;  wlii ' 
(for  curiosity)  every  one  must  be  Iryinf"  ovcragain-  Every  a^ 
renews  the  enquiry  after  an  earthly  felicity ;  the  design  is  c 
tailed  (as  the  SpanJHb  designs  are  satd  lo  be,)  and  re-inforc 
with  as  great  ccinfidence  mid  vigor  from  age  to  age,  as  tf  nonj 
had  been  batllcd  or  defeated  in  it  before  ;  or  that  it  were  likel] 
lo  take  at  last.  Had  this  been  the  alone  folly  of  the  first  age, : 
had  admitted  some  excuse;  hut  that  the  world  should  still  Im 
cheated  bv  the  same  ho  often  repeated  imjioslurcs,  presents 
with  a  sad  prospect  of  the  deplor.ible  state  of  mankind.  ThU 
their  way  is  their  folly,  yet  their  posterity  approve,  &c.  Paid.  4S 
13.  The  wearied  wits  and  wasted  estates,  laid  out  upon  the  phi4 
iosophcr's  stone,  alToid  but  a  faint,  defective  representation  of 
thiscaM.  What  chemistry  can  extract  heaven  out  of  a  clod  of 
clay  ?  What  art  can  make  blcsse<lnpss  spring  and  grow  out 
this  cold  earth  ^  If  all  created  nature  be  vexed  and  tortured 
never  so  long,  who  can  expect  this  «li.\ir.'  Vet  after  so  manj 
frustrated  attempts,  so  much  lime  and  strength,  and  labor  \o»i 
men  are  still  us  eagerly  and  vainly  huay  as  ever ;  are  perj)ctuall] 
tossed  by  unsatisfied  desires,  Uboriitgtn  the  (ire,  wearying  iheiiH 
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selves  for  rerj  vanity,  dislneted  !>;  ihc  iincorl.'uii,  and  ofteti  con- 
trary nioltons  of  a  nvvimti!)  appetite,  iind  a  blind  mind,  (liin  would ' 
hr  happy,  .ind  knowH  not  how.  VV'iih  what  sounding  tH>wol!i^ 
vritfa  what  rom passion ntc  toats  nhouM  tW  state  of  mankind  be 
l.itiien(cd,  by  all  that  nndcrnlaitd  the  north  of  a  soul  ?  VVhat  ae- 
tiflus  hcatt  doth  not  molt  and  bleed  for  miserable  men,  that  ar«, 
(tfaroueh  n  just  ni-nicHa*)  9o  perpetually  mockcil  wiih  shadows, 
cheated  with  Jals*.-,  d vlu si ve  appearances,  inratualed  and  bctrayecl, 
by  their  own  M-nscs.  They  walk  hut  io  a  vain  shew,  distiuivting 
lhemsclve»  in  vain ;  their  days  flee  away  as  a  sJiadow,  their 
Htrvn^th  is  only  labor  and  sorrow ;  while  ihey  rise  up  early  and 
lir  down  late,  to  seek  rest  in  trouble  and  life  in  death.  They 
nin  away  from  blessedness  while  they  pretend  to  pursue  it,  and 
HulFcr  (heinselrea  to  be  fed  down  without  regret  to  perdition, 
"  as  an  ox  to  the  slaughter,  and  a  fool  to  the  eorreetton  of  the 
utorks,  till  a  dart  strike  through  their  liver:"  descend  patiently 
to  the  chambers  of  death,  not  so  much  as  once  thinking,  whither 
arv  we  going.'  dream  of  nothing  but  an  earthly  paradise,  till 
Ibey  &nd  themselves  amidst  the  infornal  rejcions. 

S.  The  spirit  of  man,  inasintich  us  it  is  capable  of  sucha  jblosft- 
L«dnos»,  appears  an  excellent  creature.     Its  natural  capacity  ts 
nitp|»o«cd  :  for  the  psalmist  sjx'nk.'i  of  his  own  nttmcncal  jwrson, 
1)e  nmo  that  tlion  writ ;  I  shall  behold  ;  shall  be  sati^iliod ;  tako 
[sway  thi^  mpinmluin,  und  it  roitid  not  be  so  said  ;  or  as  in  Job's 
Iwordx;  I  shall  iH-huld  htm,  and  not  another  for  me;  it  would 
jcertainly  he  another,  not  the  sanife.     Judge  hence  the  excellency 
fof  a  human  muI  (the  principal  subject  of  this  blessedness  J  witli- 
MUt  addition  of  any  new  natutnl  powers,  it  is  capable  of  Inc  vis- 
in  of  God ;  of  parlakinj:  utilo  salisfaclion  the  divine  likeness. 
LikI  is  not  that  an  excellent  creature,  that  is  cjipabic  nut  only 
>f  surveying  tite  creation  of  Cod,  passing  tbroijj;h  the  several 
ranks  aixl  orders  of  created  beinp;  but  of  ascending  In  the  Be- 
ne of  beings,  of  contemplating  the  divine  excellencies,  of  be- 
Itolding  the  bright  and  ^orious  face  of  the  blessed  God  himself; 
bll  it  have  looked  itself  into  his  very  likeness,  and  have  his  en- 

*  lr«  IMMitu  viln  mnitnlifs  utrihotno  vanltanfai'tuH  eBt,p(  iIIm  c^is  ttIuI 
I  pncteKunt,  iif.  I'bc  wraUi  of  God  i>»  olicwo  in  iliis  mortal  litV,  wbere- 
I  WMi  ia  mada  like  lo  vuiiiv  nu>l  \m  days  pom  away  an  a  shoilow.    Aiub  da 
».DoLia8.c»t 


(  No*  lliM  dii« blMHednriw can  lienttaincd  l(j'nwrehumnni-ti(I(-nvi>»,(moro 
vlinvuf  sov  uiiOcr  IheneiliDlftVDcojImt  llirrv  is  an  iiiclinuti'm,  a  r<in*iii  JWN- 
r«Mlur«;  aterigU  ^iMJ«irr(a«t«tiiuM:h(i(ilnii'nip''fllt)li}' wliii'li  it  pr>pvuds 
ratds  M ;  or  (here  in  itic  raAx,  root  or  ^laulanunlum,  /aunilatitin,  or  e/ipaat- 
I  rawKthf^  (a*  Komc  ol)icn<l  Ilial  i«  that  il  not  only  mnj-  m-i-ivi-  il  -.  Iiut  uial  It 
Ijr  Oil  ewvated  Iiy  ftmri;  nclivi-ly  !o  concur,  liy  iu  natural  imwi-rn,  ■•  vital 
ehilM  towarils  lli«  altoiiitiiriil  of  it,  ai:c<inliii|t  tn  tlint  kiiawn  *■)<■>£  '>( 
■t  Auguatiiie,  Pmx  rrtdm  ntitunt  at  hotninu,  Ike  pawr  of  (dtmi^  it  wi- 
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lire  iiOAgc  iiiwiouglil  into  It.     The  digiiil}'  tbeii  of  the  spirit  of 
niiin  U  nut  to  be  estimated  hy  the  circunislanees  of  its  present 
state,  as  it  is  here  clad  with  a  sordid  flesh,  inwrapped  in  dark- 
ness, and  grovelUne  in  the  dust  of  the  caith:  but  consider  the 
iinproveablenoss  of  its  natural  powers  nnd  faculties ;  the   high 
pt'ifcclions  it  may  attain,  .inil   Ihu  foundations  of  how  glorious  n 
stalo  arc  Inid  in  its  very  nulure.     And  then  who  etn  tell,  whether 
its  possible  advancement  is  more  to  he  admired,  or  ilii  present 
ealumiiy  (k-ptored.     Might  this  consideration  he  permitted  1o  set- 
tle and  fix  itself  in  the  hearts  of  men    could    anjr   thing  be 
grievous  to  tbeni,  as  iheir  so  vast  distance  from  sucli  an 
lainabie   blessedness;   or   any  thing  be  so  industriously  avoij 
cd,  BO  earnestly  abhorred,  as   that  viler   dejection  and  abas  _ 
ineni  of  thejuselvcs,  when  they  aio'so  low  already  by  diving 
disposition,  to  descend  lower  by  ibcirown  wickudnessj  w lien  they 
are  already  fiillen  as  low  a*  earth,  to  precipilaie  themselves  as  low 
as  hell.  I]ow  generous  a  disdain  should  tluU  thought  raJM:  in  mco'fc  i, 
spirits,  of  that  vile  servitude  to  which  Ibey  luive  subjected  ihcaflH 
selves,  a  servitude  to  brutal  lusts,  to  sensual  inclinations  and  d<!^^ 
sires ;  as  if  the  highest  happiness  they  did  project  to.  themselves 
were  rhesalislnclion  of  these  !  Would  they  not  with  atieroic  worn 
turn  away  ihtir  eyes  from  beholding  vanity,  did  they  consider  their 
own  capacity  of  beholding  the  divine  glory  ^  could   ibey   satisijr 
tliciDsclves  to  become    'like  the  beasts  that  perish,  did  they 
think  of  being  satisfied  with  the  likeness  of  God  ?  And  who  c«n 
conceive  unto  what  degree  this  aggravates  the  isin  of  inan,  that 
he  so  little  minds  ( as  it  will  their  mi»cry,  thai  ahall  full  i^Jtort  of) 
this  blessedness!  They  hail  spirits  rajiuble  of  i(.     Consider  thou 
sensual  man  whose  happine^is  lios  in  colors,  and  tastes,  and  sounds, 
(as  the  mor;di5t  ingeniously   speaks}  that  hardest  thyself  uilh 
brute  creatui-es,  and  aimest  no  higher  than  Ihey  :  as  Utile  looli 
exi  up,  and  art  as  much  a  stranger  to  the  thoughts  and  desir 
of  heaven ;    thy   creation  did  not  sec  thcc  so  low;    (hey  a 
where  they  were  ;  but  thou  are  fallen  from  thy  excellency,  God 
did  not  make  thee  a  brute  creature,  hut  thou  thyself.     Thou  hast 
yet  a  spirit  about  thee,  that  might  uodcriland  its  own  original, 
and  alliance  to  the  Father  of  spirits;  that  hath  a  di.'tigiinlion  in 
iu  nature  to  higher  converses  and  employments.     Many  myriad^^ 
of  such  spirits,  of  no  higher  original  excellency   than  thy  owil^H 
arc  now  in  the  presence  of  the  hiiihesl  Majesty  ;  are  prying  inl^^ 
tlie  eternal  glory,  contemplating  the  perfections  of  the  (uvine  na 
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*  \'ohi]iiHi  iKiiiiim  pccoris  en — tlimc  Eu  [non  dico  Inter  viros  sed)  inri 
hominitA  numcms  ?  riijii^  ■iiriiniititi  iMniiiii  iui]>ont)ii>i,  ne  coloKbiJii,  ar  soni 
roiislat?  cicedat  ex  hor.  nriimiiliiim  nuTiiRra  pukhprrimo,  ac  dii*  i»f)Cun(lo'_ 
iniitw  n^n-j^Iiir  aninial  lulinln  nntiiiD.     Plnaauro  in  tbn  (fowl  of  Iwana — Do 

t'UU   nunilirr  uuvii  a  i-rCHliirv  (I  writ  nut  ny  lUiionv  '»<'■>  '>«>}  nninng  human 
•nin^  wlion;  nliipf  (cnod  rncihiMii  in  Instex  Btxl  ralnro  and  ci'inils !  Ln  hii 
•liiit  lN»  clBm  of  Uic  nnirnnir  rrrniinn  wliirh  in  itic  ftiirr»l  ami    iwxt  lo  "" 
liiiiw'ir.     I.cl  all  pninml   iiiadir  only  liir  toMet'mt  herd  nilh  ihc  tirulovj 
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ture,  be]>olding  (lie  unrsiled  face  of  God,  which  (niiiHfuK*  iipoii 
them  ila  owo  RatisfjiEi^  likeness.     Thou  art  iiot  so  li>w>bom,  hut 
thou  Brightest  attain  (his  state  also.     That  sovereign  Lord  and 
Author  of  all  things,  calls  thee  to  it ;  his  goodness  inviten  lh<e, 
'  fcis  authority  enjoint)  thcc  to  tuin  thy  thoughts  ami  designs  this 
W«y.     Fvar  not  to  he  ihoiiglit  immodest  vr  presuniptiiuua  ;  *it  i» 
but  a  duliriil  smhilion  ;  and  oWdiont  aspiring.     Thou  nri  under 
•  law  to  he  thus  happy  -,  nor  doth  it  hind  thee  (o  any  natural  im- 
IKMtibiliir  ;  it  dt'>igii!>  instructioiis  to  thcc,  not  deluvion  ;  guid' 
ance,  oot  mnKkary.     VVhcn  thou  art  rci|iiircd  to  n[^ly  and  turn 
'  thjr  Mul  to  this  blessedness ;  it  ia  not  the  »n]nc  thing,  as  if  thou 
wert  bidden  to  remove  a  mountain,  to  pluck  down  a  star,  or  rrf 
ftle  a  world.     Thou  art  here  put  upon  nothing  hut  what  is  agrcea< 
ble  to  the  piimeval  nature  of  man  ;  and  though  it   he  to  a  vart 
beigltl,  thou  must  ascend  ;  it  is  by  so  easy  and  familiar  methods, 
by  BO  apt  gradalioDs,  that  thou  wilt  be  sensible  of  no  violence 
don«  to  thy  nature  in  all  thy  way.     Do  but  make  some  trials  with 
ihyselfi  thou  will  soon   tind  nothing  is  the  hindrance  but  an  un- 
'  willini;  bcarl.     Tiy  however  (which  will  Huflicc  to  let  thvc  dis- 
,  rem  llty  own  caiMciiy,  ajid  will  he  a  hkcly  meant  to  make  thee 
LWiUtDg)  how  far  ihou  canst  understand  and  (race  the  way  (coni- 
[plyiDg  with  i(  at  least  as  reasonable }  that  leads  (o  this  blcttsedneM. 
'  Retire  a  Ultle  into  thyself ;  forget  awhile  thy  relation  to  this  sen- 
tible  world  ;  summon  in  thy  self-i efleoting  and  considering  pow- 
I  crs :    thou  wilt  presently  perceive  thou  art  not  already  happy, 
thou  art  in  some  p.irt  unsatisfied  :  and  thence  will  easily  under- 
stand, inasmuch  as  thou  art  not  happy  in  thyself,  ihnt  it  must  be 
something,  as  yet  without  thee,  muM  miike  thee  ho  :  nnd  nolliinf^ 
.  can  make  Ihce  liappY,hut  what  is  in  (hiil  respect  bctior  than  Ihy- 
I  >elf ;  or  hatli  some  pcrfeeliun  in  it,  which  ihou  fuule.sl  wanlini; 
I  in  Ibysfiir.     A  little  further  discourse  or  rca-ioning  with  thyself, 
tivill  ea»ily  persuade  thee,  thou  hast  something  belter  about  Ihee 
;  Ihan  that  luggage  of  flesh  tiiou  goest  u  ith  to  ami  fro ;    for  thou 
well  knowesl,  that  f  is  not  capable  of  reason  and  discourse  ;  and 
I  (bat  the   power  of  doing  so  is  a  higher  perfection  than  any  thou 
[«aiut  entitle  it  to ;  and  that  therefore,  besides  (hy  bulky,  materi- 


*  llir  Dro<  nygnnl,  iPo  tmdit,  nri^ii  xiur  mrmnr.  N<^)n,  Jmpmhc,  m 
I  coriiKntt  asctriuk-n.-  uiidc  i|<-wrnilomi — socii  I'is  buiiius  vi  iiiemlira,  fc-r.  'that 
I  man  PUiiiltlM  !)<«'  |[ih1<-— iiilTiiIfiil  nt  liin  i>ri|^n,  lic  tviidn  tDivtinlti  il.  Ko  oiia 
'  in  wicket  in  anrtnplini;  W  iitcpxil  tliilli'-r  iVom  wtifm-p  lii-  )in<l  dcHCcndad — 
1  wp  anr  their  conipanjiMiii  and  ihcir  fallow  inRmlicni,  8cn.  Kp.  tO. 

i  Anjiofto's  3t'  hb'i  riT ,-, 'awt'ir  rav'iaaa^fian  dtivmir'avitt' .nui'  yit'f 
lv«'  *»(fje»  a'Kw'r  a  J/'o^yotV n*  itJlrJint  t«  titi'naia^-  iii:tn'St<iy  taia 
fiti;  nr*r^  ir  ini;  aniiytin  Ttairjtfin'tiii :  Reason  olid  inlrllcci  arr  not  tbi*  nn 
Fturnl  [W^Mffi'  T  i-mlowmMiW  of  tlii"  hoiiy,  for  indeed  their  pxcrciiw  ia  iioi  jxv- 
I  (bmitil  in  )H-rfpi^(ion  by  mcwm  of  iu  otipuiii ;  it  i*  miher  fiMind  an  inip^dinK^iit 
[itian  (■d>''rwi*F,  if  anyonu  enduatxir  to  on>|iiu)'  it  in  intcUectiuJ  contoniplaiion. 
iPkitiu.  i:u«ad4.  lib.  3. 
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al  part,  thou  muHC  luve  such  a  ihinK  m  a  spirit  or  Boul  belong- 
ing to  lhc«  to  M liiili,  that  ami  llij  othi^r  i>erfeclioiis,  not  com- 
patiblu  to  gTu>d  mailer,  may  ngrvv.  Thou  nllt  rendilv  assent, 
that  thou  V4IIM  never  be  ha|fpy,  while  ihj'  better  and  more  noble 
pMt  is  umtaiiiiiied  ;  and  Ihiit  it  can  only  be  satislied  with  som^^, 
tiling  suitable  and  connatural  to  it.  ThM  therefore  thy  h»ppH| 
neui  nnist  lie  in  something  more  excellent  than  this  material  b(^ 
Ncnsiliie  uorld,  othenviae  it  cannot  be  grateful  and  suitable  to 
ihv  Boui,  yea,  in  something  ihnt  may  be  bettor,  and  more  ci 
lent  than  thy  itoiil  itself,  oihcrnisc  how  can  it  better  and  per 
that.'  As  thou  can«t  not  but  acknowledge  thy  houI  to  be  I 
spiritual  and  immaterial,  so  if  thou  attend  thou  will  soon 
cause  to  acknOMledgc  a  spiritual  or  immaterial  being,  belter  and 
more  perfeet  than  ihy  own  soul.  For  its  perfections  were  not 
!«l/<originate,  Ihey  were  therefore  derived  from  something,  for 
that  reason  eunfessedly  more  excellent  i  whence  at  last  also  thou 
wilt  fiitd  it  unavoidably  imposed  upon  thee,  to  apprehend  »iid 
adore  a  Being  absolutely  perfect,  and  than  whicn  there  can- 
not be  a  more  perfect :  the  first  subject  and  common  fountain  of 
all  perfections,  which  hath  then  undcrived  in  himself,  end  can 
derive  them  unto  inferior  created  beings. f  Upon  tltis  etental 
and  self-e»Kential  Being,  the  infinitely  blcesed  God,  thou  neces- 
sarily dL'iH'nilest,  and  owett  ihorefurv  constant  subjection  and 
obedience  to  htm.  Thou  hast  indeed  ofl'endcd  him,  and  art  there- 
by eut  olT  from  all  interest  in  him,  and  intercourse  with  him  ;  but 
be  hath  proclaimed  in  his  gospel,  his  willingness  to  be  reconciled 
and  that  thi'ough  the  sufferings,  lighteousness,  and  intercession 
of  his  only  begotten  Son,  thy  merciful  Redeemer,  the  war  is 
open  for  thy  restitution  and  recovery;  that  thou  maysl  partake 
from  him  whatever  perfection  is  wanting  to  tliy  blessedness. 
Nothing  is  required  Irom  thee  in  order  hereunto,  hut  that  rely- 
ing on  and  submitting  to  thy  Redeemer^  gracious  conduct,  thou 
turn  thy  mind  and  heart  towards  ifay  God,  to  know  him,  and 
conform  to  him  ;  to  view  and  imitate  the  divine  perfections ;  the 

*  Sk'ui  tion  c«t  a  naae,  iki)  wuncr  aunetn,  quod  oarnem  liir.il  vivi^ro:  vie 
non  CM  n)i  lioniine,  wd  su|wt  lioiiiini-iii,  iiuihI  liomiiinn  furii  bvaxr  vii^n' :  an 
tliol  whirli  pvfc   lifo  tn  iJir  flpuli  in  iiol  aiiv  tliirijt  prwreiling  fnim  ihf  flciili, 
l)UI  alinv*!  il,  w)  tlinl  i*  nut  ttnin  innn,  Imt  nl>oT<>  him  wliirh  cndon-a  hitn 
a  Ufe  of  hapiiiDiiK.    D.  Auj;.  dc  l>ivii.  DrL  lilx  IV.  c.  2S. 


\Vl  hi  nnlliii}  r^ui^niiii  elTiciedlmn,  ila  el  in  'grailibus  vinitti«  el  perfeciji 
U,  nnn  ilniiir  pmin-r-Miiu  in  iiirtriiiiriti :  m-d  o|iortet  6ii  aljniia  |wjni«  <1  Huinnii 
jH-rtW'iio :  ns  in  ihi*  orricr  of  rflinitnl   cnimf-*  no   likcwlMi  in  iho  'Icetocb  of 
vtrluu  BQ(I  jnuicclion  tli<?rc  cannot  \ic  an  inliniic  pm(rr>won ;  Imi  Itirrc  niti 
be  WMue  primaiT  and supremi-  prii'ctKm.  J'<l  Molin  dr  t opiitione  Dei.  i" 
U)  inrint  upnn  wfasi  liath  oeen  mucb  urged  by  tennit-J  men  uf  former  and 
tor,  yea,  and  of  ihn  pn-arrit  drnf — llmi  nliwocverilcnic  ilio  csirtiTirc  of 

ahwMinelv  jierfcet  l>nii(;,  eonlmdiru  liimnotf  Jn  die  di-ninl,  iiinMnueli  on 

c««rity  ol^  exiMenef  is  im-ludrtl  in  ilie  v*Ty  mliipi-t  of  tho  nepition  wmo  •€- 
counting  il  a  fopliiKii,  and  il  Iwing  uUMOounatilctKn.' tu  <lu>cuMk. 
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faithful  i-iulcavor  ami  inchoaliwn  whereof,  will  have  this  lasne 

and  rcwMil,  Uto  clear  vision  am)  full  |MrtiL-i]>ation  of  them.     , 

liiat  ih}'  wsiy  and  tvoi-k  ditlbr  not,  in  nature  and  kind,  from  thyV 
tful  and  r«wiird ;  ihy  duty  from  thjr  blcseeduess.     Nor  are  ei- 
ther rcpuj^nxnt  to  ihv  natural  constitution  of  ihy  own  soul.  Wltat- 
nnlciK:«  in  Ihi-rc  dune  to  reasonable  nature  in  hII  this  I  or  »hat 
rwi  bindi;r  Iht^e  liercin,  but  a  nioflt  culj>n)ilj'  avt^rM;  and  wicked 
hoart  ?    Uid  thy  rciison  ever  (urn  off  iby  soul  froi.i  (Jod  ?    waa 
il  twi  thy  corruption  only  ?    What  vile  images  dost  thou  reccivo 
from  earthly  objects,  which  deform  thy  soul,  while  thou  industn- 
oualy  avcrtcst  Ihy  Maket^s  likeness  that  would  ))erfect  it  r    How 
full  is  Ihy  mind  and  heart  of  vanity  !  how  empty  of  God  !  Were 
this  ihrougl)  uuiural  incapacity,  thou  wcrt  an  innocent  creature ; 
it  were  thy  infelicity  (negnlive  1  mean)  not  Ihy  crime  ;  »nd  must 
b<:  reanlved  into  the  KovereiKn  will  of  Ihy  Cf«alor,  not  thy  owa 
diaobcdient  will.     Bui  when  this  shall  appear  the  true  state  of 
thj  cage,  and  thou  shall  hear  il  from  the  mouth  of  thy  Judge, 
"  Thou  did^  not  like  to  retain  me  in  thy  knowledge  or  love  ; 
tbou  had  reason  and  h  ill  to  use  about  meaner  objects,  but  none 
(or  me  ;  tbou  couldst  sometimes  have  spared  mc  a  glance,  a  cast 
of  thine  eye  at  least,  when  thou  didst  rather  choose  it  ifhould  !>« 
in  the  ends  of  the  earth  :  a  thought  of  me  had  coal  Ihve  as  Utile, 
■night  as  soon  have  been  tliought,  as  of  Ihis  or  that  vanity  ;  hut 
Ihy  heart  was  not  with  mc.     I  banish  ifaee,  therefore,  that  pre- 
sence which  thou  never  lovedM.     I  deny  thee  the  vision  thou 
didst  always  shun,  and  the  impression  of  my  likeness  which  thou 
didnl  over  hate.     I  clertialty  abandon  ihco  to  the  darkncM  and 
deformities  which  were  ever  grateful  to  Ihce.     Thine  is  a  sclf- 
ereatcd  hell ;  the  fnnt  of  Ihy  own  choice  ;  no  invitations  or  per- 
suasions of  mind  could  keep  thee  from  it."     How  wilt  thou  ex* 
citse  Ihy  fault,  or  avert  Ihy  doom  !    what  arguments  or  apologies 
riiall  defend  thy  cause  agninsi  these  pleadings  }  Nay,  wImI  armor 
riiall  defend  Ihy  soul  a)caiiiiit  lis  own  wounding  self-iedeelions 
Weupon  ?  when  every  thought  sh  ill  be  a  dart ;  and  a  convicted 
|ton«ci<rnce,  an  ever-gnawing  worm,  a  fiery  serpent  with  codleaa 
'  ivolutions  ever  wincliog  about  tby  heart ) 

Il  will  DOW  bo  sadly  thought  on,  how  often  ihou  aawest  thy 

ray  and  dcclinedst  it,  knewest  thy  duty  and  did^t  wave  it;  un- 

Ifkr^loiiilest  thy  interest  and  ilidnt  slight  it;  appruvedst the  things 

[tlul   wtTC  more  e\ccl]unt  and  didm   reject  lliem ;     lluw  oflcn 

ttltou  didst  prevaricate  with  lliy  light,  and  nin  counter  to  lliinu 

(wn   eyes;    while   things,   confessedly^   most   worthy    of    thy 

boughts  and  pursuits  were  overlooked ;  and  empty  *!iadows  ea- 

^priy  ptirsucd.    Thy  own  heart  will  now  feelingly  tell  thee,  it 

ivas  not  want  of  capacity,  but  inclination,  that  cul  ihce  off  from 

udness.     Tbou  wilt  now  bethink  lhys«lf,  that  when  life  and 

lily  were  broughl  to  light  ln-foie'lby  eyes  in  the  K08|>el, 

2.U  wast  tok]  of  Ihis  future  blessedness  of  the  kuuIs,  and 
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pressed  (o  follow  holiness,  as  vritbout  which  thou  couldsi  do* 
see  God ;  it  was  a  reasonable  man  was  spoken  to,  that  had  a 
power  to  understand,  and  jurlKC  and  choose;  not  a  stone  or  a 
brute.  Tliy  caparity  of  ihia  bk-swdnL-SM  mnkrs  thee  capable  nl- 
so  of  the  most  cxqnJMtc  torment;  and  roflecled  on,  actuallv  in- 
fers it.  How  piutsionalel}-,  but  vninl\,M'iII  Ibou  (lien  crj  out, 
"  O  that  I  h.id  filled  up  the  place  of  any,  the  mvanoM  creature 
Itirouuhout  the  whole  creation  of  God,  that  I  had  l>een  a  e;nat, 
or  a  1^,  or  had  never  been,  ratlier  than  to  have  so  noble,  abused 
powers  etcmallj  to  reckon  for?  Vca,  and  thou  must  reckon  for 
not  only  (he  actual  lii;ht,  and  good  imprcHsions  thou  hadM,  but 
even  alt  ihou  wast  eapabic  of  and  mt):h(cst  hsvc  nitained.  Thou 
slialt  now  recount  with  anj^uiiih  and  horror  ( and  rend  thy  own 
soul  with  the  lhoU):hts)  wlial  thou  mightcM  now  have  been; 
how  excellent  and  glorious  a  creature '.  hiwlst  ihou  not  contrived 
(hy  own  misery,  and  conspired  with  tlie  devil  against  thyself, 
how  (o  deform  and  desiroy  thy  own  soul.  While  this  remem- 
brance sliall  always  afrcjih  return,  that  notbin);  was  enjoined  (hee 
a.*)  a  duty,  or  propounded  as  thy  blessedness,  bitt  what  Ihou  wast 
made  cai>nl>le  of;  ami  that  it  was  not  fatal  Qcccssily,  but  a  wilful 
choice  made  tlicc  miserable. 


CIIAPTEU  XII. 

LiAiTTice  3-  Tlmt  a  cUangv  of  hi-nn  is  niiriirr  to  ikto  hkaafdnnML 
gni^tciKin  of  niipMWj  men,  whont)}'  ihejr  woiiIilaToid  tlia  m-maiiy  i4  ibid 
clinnfte.     Five  miiaidcrnUoiiii  pn>|"ise(l  manlur  lu  tl>«  <l<1a<iuig  the  t-anity 
of  well  (>n:C(!nc<H).    A  |>urticukr  diiTiuwion  and  n-rtiiaiioa  of  tbcm:  (irctcti- 


3.  It  is  a  mighty  change  must  pass  upon  the  muIs  of  men 
order  to  their  enjoyment  of  this  hiessetlness.  This  equBlly  fol- 
lows from  the  eomiideration  of  (he  nature  and  substantial  parts 
of  it,  ns  of  Ihe  qualifying  righteousness  pre-required  lo  it.  A 
little  rtrflcctiim  upon  the  comnmn  state  and  temper  of  men's  spi- 
fits,  will  soon  enforce  an  acknowiedgrment  that  the  vision  of 
God,  and  conformity  to  him,  arc  things  above  their  reach,  and 
which  they  are  never  likely  to  lake  satisfaction  in,  or  at  all 
Mvour,  till  they  become  otherwise  di!f|>oscd  than  before  I 
renovating  change  they  are.  The  text  expresses  no  more  in 
stating  the  qu.ililicd  subject  of  this  blensedn<v«ii  iii  rixhlefnunut 
than  it  evidently  implies  in  the  account  it  givc.i  of  this  bless 
ncss  ilielf,  (iiat  it  lies  in  seeing  God,  and  b«iug  tatiafifld  with 
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likoMw.    Aa  aoon  as  it  is  copsidered,  Itut  the  blesaedncM  of 
Doula  is  BUIed   here,  what  can  be  a  mote  obvious  reHeclioii  llian 
thi»  ;  Lord,  then  how  great  a  change  must  tbvy  undergo  !  what 
t-Mch  noub  he  bl«Me<l  in  seeing  and  partaking  (he  divine  likcDeu, 
'  tlul  never  lovct]  it !  wvi-v  so  mucli  liis  <:neini<.-s  ^     ll  in  true  they 
'  are  naturiiUy  tjtpbl«  of  it,  which  spcitka  their  original  cxcclkn- 
I  v/ ;    but  they  are  morally  uiici>|>ul>[e,  that  lit,   indisposed   and 
I  kirerao,  which  as  Iruly,  aiid  moal  sadly  speaks  tlieir  present  vile- 
I'pem  i  utd  th«  sordid,  abject  temper  they  now  are  of.     They  are 
lute  of  DO  natural  powers  necessary  to  the  attainment  of  this 
'  itew ;  but  in  the  mean  time  have  thcni  so  depraved  by 
impure  and  vieioiis  tinctures  that  they  cannot  relish  it,  or  the 
tueaos  to  il.     They  have  reusori^iblc  Mtuh  furnished   with  intel- 
lective and   elective  faculltes,  hut  laboring  under  a  mnnifold  dis- 
'lemper  and  diHalTection;  thai  they  cannot  receive,  lb cy  cannot 
I  savour  the  things  of  God,  or  what  is  ^iritual.     C'<i,pax  tst  nosttr 
eniniiut,  per/trtur  Ulo,  si  vitia  non  dfpritiuinl :  ow  mind  is  capa- 
ble of  mijf  aHauuneat  litre  ii  not  depravtd  by  vice.     Sen.  eptst. 
■29,  1.   Cor,  2,   14.   Bom,  8.5.     They   want  the  iC&Mlo  (as  we 
klBsy  express  it,)  the  well-di^puscdncss  for  the  kingdom  of  God, 
intimated  Luke.  9.  G3.  the  iaavEk^,  the  racetness,  the  aptitude, 
I  or  idoncity  for  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light,  Col.  1.  12. 
A  fettled  aversion  from  God  hath  fastened  its  roots  in  the  very 
^ntrit  of  thoir  minds  ( for  that  is  stated  aa  the  prime  subject  of 
t  Ibc  change  to  be  made  Eph.  4.  33.)  and  how  can  they  take 
Iflewure  then  in  the  vi>iun  and  purlicipation  of  his  glory  ^  Whcrc- 
>wby  beholding  the  ^iury  uf  th«:  l.vnl,  ihvy  sliouM  be  changed 
into  the  same  image:  a  vad  is  upon  the  heart  till  it  turn  to  the 
I  Lord,  as  was  said  concerning  Ihe  Jews,  2.  Cor.  3.  14.    The  God 
^of  this  world  hath  blinded  llieir  minds,  lest  (that  transforming 
^'g;ht)  the  tight  of  tho  glorious  gospel  of  Christ,  who  is  the  image 
God,  should  shine  unto  them,  chap.  4.  4.     They  are  aliena- 
ted from  the  life  of  Go<I,  through  their  ignorance  and  bhndnesa 
[vf  heart.     The  life  lliey  choose  is  to  be  iHtui  fv  i»ff|i(^  atheists,  or 
llrithout  God  in  the  world.     Ephe.  2.   13.     They  like  not  to  re- 
I  God  in  their  knowledge.     ( Horn.  1 .  28. )  are  willingly  igno- 
,  of  tiira,  ( 2,  Pel.  3.  6. )  say  to  him,  "  Depart  from  us,  wc 
lesire  not  the  knowledge  of  thy  ways."     (Job  21.  14.)     The 
~  »rd  lookt  down  from  heaven  upon  the  children  of  men,  to  see 
any  nill  understand,  if  any  will  seek  after  God ;  and  tht;  lesult 
»f  tlie    inquiry  is,  there  is  none  that  dotli  good,  no  not  one. 
i*«al.  53.  3.     They  are  haters  of  God  as  our  Saviour  accused  the 
lews,  (John.  \b.  23.)  and  saint  Paul  the  Gentiles,  are  lovers  of 
pleasure  more  than  lovers  of  God.  (Kom.  I.  21.)   Ibcir  under- 
adings  are  dark,  their  minds  vain,  their  willa  obstinate,  (heir 
iscicncen  sc.-ired,  their  hearts  hard  and  dead,  their  lives  one 
sDtinucd  relK-llioa  against  God  and  a  defiunce  to  heaven.     At 
DW  vast  »  distance  ore  such  souls  from  such  bleuodiKiSS !    The 
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notion  and  nature  of  blensednesa  must  sare  be  chani^,  or  tiMj 
leraper  of  their  spirits.     Kilher  they  must  bare  new  hearts  ct« 
ted,  or  a  new  heaven,  if  e»er  they  be  happy.     And  such  is  tli 
slupid  dolftge  of  vain  man,  he  can  morv  i-asily  persuade  liimB>ol 
to  believe,  that  the  sun  itm.-ir  should  be  Irantfonned  intu  a  durii 
hill,  that  thu  holy  God  should  lay  a^^Ulc  his  nature,  and  turn  he; 
vcn   into   a   plaee   of  impure  darkness ;   than  that   he   himsel 
ihould  need  to  undergo  a  change.     0  the  powerful  infalualic 
of  self-love,  that  men  in  the  gall  of  bitterness  should  think 
is  well  with  their  spirits,  and  fancy  themselves  in  a  case 
enough  to  enjoy  divine  pleasure  ;  that  (as  the  toad's  venom  of 
fends  not  itself)  their  loathsome  wickedness,  which  all  good  men 
detest,  is  a  pk'a.iure    to  tlum  ;  and    while   it  is  as  (he  poison  uf 
ii$]is  under  their  lips,  they  roll  it  as  a  dainty  bit,  revolve  it  i| 
their  ihouglits  with  delight !     Their  wickedness  speaks  itself  od' 
to  the  very  hearts  of  otners,  (Psal.  36.  I.  2.)  while  it  never 
fcetfi  their  own,  and  is  found  out  to  be  hateful,  while  Ihey  siC 
continue  Haltering  ihemsclves.     And  because  they  arc  withoQ 
s)>c>t  in  their  own  eyes  ;  they  adventure  so  hij^b,  as  to  presui 
thtmselves  »n  in  the  pure  eyes  of  God  too ;  and  instead  of 
Mjcning  to  be  like  God,  ibey  already   imagine  him  such  a  one 
themselves,     I'sal.  50.      Hence  their  allotment  of  lime  (in 
whole  of  it,  the  Lord  knows  little  enoush)   for  the  working  ou 
of  their  salvation  spends  apace;  while  Itiey  do  not  so  much  aS 
understand  their  business.     Their  measuictl  hour  is  almost  out ; 
an  immense  etcrnily  is  coinini^  on  upon  Ihem;  and  lo !   ibcy 
etand  as  men  that  cannot  fmd  their  hands.     Vif^  ihem  lo  the 
speedy,  serious  endeavor  of  a  heart-cbange,  earnestly  lo  intend 
the  business  of  regeneration,  of  hecomini;  new  creatures;  they, 
acem  lo  understand  itia  as  little,  as  if  they  were  siwken  to  in 
unknown  tongue ;  and  are  in  the  tike  posture  with  the  confuur 
ed  builders  of  babel,  they  know  not  what  we  mean,  or  wout 
put  them  upon.     They  wonder  what  we  would  have  them  dc 
"They  are  (say  they)  orthodox  christians:  they  believe  all  ill 
articles  of  Ihe  Christian  crcc<i:  they  detest  all  heresy  and  falj 
doctrine  :  they  are  no  strangers  to  the  house  of  Gwl ;  but  dil 
gently  attend  the  enjoined  solemnities  of  public  worship :  soe 
possibly  can  say,  they  are  sober, just,  charitable,  peaceable;  ar 
others  that  can  boast  less  of  their  virtues,  yet  say,  they  arc  sor^ 
ry  for  their  sins,  and  pray  God   to  forgive  them."     And  if 
urge  them  concerning  their  translation  from  the  state  of  nalui 
to  that  of  grace,  their  becoming  new  creatures,  their  im|>Iant 
tion  into  Christ :  they  say  they  have  been  baptized,  and  ther 
reeenerate,  and  what  woukl  we  have  more  ? 

But  to  how  little  puiposc  is  it  to  equivoeate  with  God?  to 
about  to  put  a  fallacy  upon  (he  Judge  of  spirits?  or  esi-ape  Ik 
animadversion  of  his  fiery,  flaming  eye  .'  or  einde  hia  detenD| 
RlioM,  and  pervert  the  true  intent  and  ueaning  of  bis  tno 
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tablishpi)  conAlitutton!)  and  laws  ?     Dnrctit  tlioit  venture  ihj  soul 
upon  it  ?  (lint  this  ia  all  Goi]  lueans,  hy  tlA^  iiig  a  new  hf-nrt  cj^a- 
tfd,  ■  right  fipiiil  reneired  in  us:  by  being  inatic  God's  work- 
manship, created  in  Christ  JesuB  unlofEood  works  :  by  becoming 
Dew  creatures,  old  things  being  done  away,  all  things mado  n«w: 
br  M  learning  ihc  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  to  the  putting  otf  the 
wd  man,  and  putting  on  the  new  ;  which  after  God  is  ci-eated  in 
HohteotmntrM  and  trii<!  holiness  ;  hy  being  begotten  of  God's  own 
■will  by  (he  word  of  truth  ;  to  he  ( the  a-raf/i^ )  ihc  chief  exccllcn- 
ry,  the  prime  glory  (as  certainly  hia  new  creature  is  his  best 
ttenlure,)  the  lust  fruits,  or  the  devoted  part  of  all  his  creiituics; 
hy  having  Christ  formed  in  us  ;  by  partaking  the  divine  nature, 
the   incomiplible  seed,  (he  seed  of  God,  by  being  born  of  fi«<l, 
Bpirit  of  Spirit;  as  of  earthly  parents  we  are  bom  flesh  of  flesh.* 
when  roy  etcmni  blessedness  lies  upon  it,  had  1  not  need  lo  be 
sure  that  1  hit  the  true  meaning  of  these  scriptures^  especially, 
that  a|  Iciist  I  rull  not  below  it,  itnd  rest  not  in  any  thing  short  of 
what  Scripture  makes  indispensably  necessary  to  my  entering  in  to 
the  kingdom  of  God?     1  professedly  wave  conlrovcraiea ;  and  it 
Is  ptty  impractical  a  business  as  this  lam  now  upon,  and  upon 
which  solvation  so  much  depends,  should  over  have  been  encuoi- 
[tmied  with  any  conlroversy.     And  therefore,  though  1  shall  not 
r digress  m  far,  as  to  undertake  a  particular  and  distinct  handlin); 
iliere  of  (his  woHc  of  God  upon  the  soul,   yet,  I  shall   propound 
1  something  in  general,  touching  the  change  necessarily  previous  lo 
tibia  blessedness,  (wherein  that  necessity  is  evidenceabie  from  the 
r  nature  of  this  blessedness  which  is  the  business  I  havo  in  band )  ■ 
that  I  ho[>e  will  pass  among  christians  for  acknowledged  (ruth,  not 
'  liable   to  dispute,  lliougb  the  Lord  knows  it  be  liiile  eonsider- 
i-ed.   My  design  being  rniher  to  awaken  souls  to  the  consideralioti 
;_^or  known  and  agreed  things,   than  to  perplex  (hem  about  un- 
aowQ.     Consider  therefore : 

(1.)  That  the  holy  Scriptures,  in  the  fbrementioned  and  other 
it  passages,  do  plainly  hold  forth  the  necessity  of  a  real  change, 
I  b«  made  in  the  inviard  temper  and  dispositions  of  tho  soul ; 
rand  not  »  relative  only,  respecting  its  slate.  This  cannot  be 
doubled  bv  any  that  acknowledge  a  real  inherent  depravation, 
Dpagaled  in  the  nature  of  man.  No,  nor  dcnie<l  hy  them  that 
it  such  a  corriiption  lo  be  general  and  continued  among  men ; 
["whether  by  imitation  only,  or  what  way  soever.  And  willing  I 
t*m  lo  meet  men  upon  their  own  principles  and  concessions,  how- 
fcrer  erroneous  or  short  of  the  truth  they  may  he,  while  (hey 
Pfcr*  yet  improvable  (o  their  own  advantage.  Admit  thai  rcgene- 
ntion,  or  (he  new  birth  includes  a  change  of  our  relation^ and 
t«  God-ward  ;  doth  it  therefore  exclude  an  intrinsic,  subject- 
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Ive  change  of  (bo  iitclinalions  and  tendencies  of  l)ic  soul  ?    Awl 
if  it  did,  ycl  other  tenns  arc  mure  peouliariy  )i|>proprtale  lo,  and 
nioBt  expressly  )ioiiil  oul  Itiia  very  chaii)fe  aloitfi ;  aa  that  gf  con- 
version, or  of  Itiniih);  lo  <!od;  of  being  renewed  in  the  apiiit  of 
the  mind ;  of  ptiltini;  oir  (lie  old  man  that  is  corruptible  &e.  and 
pulling  i>n  tim  new  man,  tvliich  i^  crealod  in  nghlcouanMS  and 
tnic  hoiincfls,  lac.  of  (Milakinj:  titediviiio  nature;  it  matters  not 
if  tliia  or  that  expre&sion  be  understood  by  some,  more  princi- 
pally in  another  senHe,  the  thing  itself,  of  which  we  speak,  ia  aa 
clearly  expressed,  and  as  urgently  pressed  (u  there  was  cause) 
aa  any  other  matter  ivhalsot^ver  ifirouglwut  the  whole  book  of 
(iod.     Hut  men  arc  slower  of  belief,  as  to  this  great  article  of 
the  Christian  doctrine,  than  to  most  (1   might  My  any)  other. 
This  truth  more  directly  ossnulls  the  strong  holds  of  tlve  devil  in 
the  hearts  of  men,  and  is  of  more  immediate  tendency  to  sub- 
vert his  kingdom  ;  therefore  Ihcy  aru  most  unwilling  to  have  it 
true,  and  most  hardly  believe  it.     flerc  they  are  so  madly  bold> 
as  to  give  the  lie  lo  all  divine  revelations;  and  though  they  are 
never  so  plainly  lolil  without  holiness  none  shall  see  God,  thej 
will  yet  maintain  the  contrary  belief  and  ho|>e  till, "  Go  ye  curv- 
ed" vindicate  the  truth  of  God,  and  theAamc  of  bell  l)C  tlicir  eter- 
nal confutation.  Lord  !  that  so  plain  a  thing  will  not  enter  into  the 
hearts  of  men;  that  so  urgent  inculcations  will  not  yet  make 
(hem  apprehend  that  ihcir  M>ul3  must  be  renewed  or  perish  !  that 
Ihcy  will  ^till  go  dreaming  on  with  that  mad  conceit,  that  ( what- 
ever the  wiml  of  Ciod  says  to  the  contraiy)  they  may  yet  wilh 
iinsanclificd  liearts  get  to  heaven!  How  deplorable  is  the  case, 
when  men  have  no  other  hope  left  them,  but  that  the  God  of 
truth  will  prove  false,  and  belie  his  word  ;  yea,  and  overturn  the 
nature  of  things  to  save  llieni  in  their  ains !  Thou  that  livcst  un- 
der the  gospel,  hast  thou  any  pretence  for  tliy  seeming  ignorance 
in  this   matter  ?  couldst  thou  ever  look  one  quarter  of  un  hour 
into  the  Bible,  ami  not  meet  wilh  some  intimation  of  this  truth  ? 
What  was  the  ground  of  thy  mistake  ?     What  hath  beguiled  thee 
into  so  mischievous  a  delusion  ?    How  couhl  such  an  imagination 
have  place  in  thy  soul :  lliat  a  child  of  wrath  hy  nature  could  be- 
come a  child  of  God  without  receiving  a  new  nature;  ihnt  m 
vast  n  change  could  be  made   in  thy  state,  without  any  at  all 
the  tem|>er  of  thy  spirit. 

(3.)  ('onjiider,  that  thischange  is  in  its  own  nature,  and  (he 
sign  of  God  who  works,  it  dispositive  of  the  soul  for  blessedne 
It  is  sufficiently  evident  from  the  consideration  of  the  state  itself 
of  the  unrenewed  soul,  that  a  change  is  necessary  for  this  end-, 
such  a  soul  ill  which  it  is  not  wrouf;!)!,  when  once  its  drowsy, 
stupifying  slumber  is  sliaken  olT,  and  its  rcflecling  power  awa- 
kened, niUHt  needs  he  a  poi(>ctiiid  torment  to  ilsclr.  8o  far  it  is 
removed  (mm  blessedness,  it  is  its  own  hell  and  can  fly  from  mi>| 
scry  and  death  ik>  faster  than  from  ilsctf.    Blessedness  com|>osM 
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the  wMil,  reduces  it  to  a  otnoisiencf ;  it  inrers  or  rnlber  iti  a  self- 
MlitlMtioii,  a  well-plcaHcdni-»  and  contvntment  with  ones  self, 
^■nrichcd  nn<l  Tilicd  with  ovrofKuia  liic  divinn  Tutnesa.  Hence  it  is 
rust,  not  nibvin^  |i«nt  in,  but  contentedly  dw«Uii)g  uiili  itself 
keoping  wiltiin  hi*  own  bounds  ol'  ils  own  accord.  The  un- 
snowed  soul  can  no  more  contain  itself  within  iu  oun  terms  or 
libi,  is  as  little  self-constEtent,  as  a  ngin^  d-iine,  or  an  iinpetu- 
i»  tempest.  Indeed  its  own  lusts  pcrpotually,  as  so  tnnny  \xil- 
r«fl,  rend  sihI  (ear  U ;  and  the  more  when  lh«]r  want  exteninl 
biecis;  then,  as  hunger,  (heir  fui^- is  all  turned  inward;  and 
ley  prey  upon  inlestinos,  upon  tlicir  own  subject ;  but  unto 
B86  torment,  not  salisfaction.  In  wtuit  [>osiutL- is  this  soul 
Ir  rest  and  McsMdness }  The  nnluie  of  ihis  ^hiinjre  suflioiotit- 
S|>«alt9  ils  own  dvsif^n.  It  is  an  introduction  of,  ibc/mniordia, 
wry  principtea  ot  blessedness.  And  scripture  as  plainly 
,  Btks  the  design  of  God  ;  He  leceneratea  (o  the  undefilcd  jn- 
Iterilonre:  luukea  meet  for  it :  (I  ret.  1.  3.  4.)  works,  fornis,or 
Wiiniis  (be  soul  unto  that  self-same  thing,  (Col.  1.  12.)  namely 
<  desire  and  groan  after  that  blessed  Male;  (i  Cor.  5.  ft.)  and 
nnseqiK-nlly  to  actjitiesce  and  rest  llien,'in.  Therefore,  vain 
(hat  droamcst  of  being  happy  wilhout  undcrjcioing  such  a 
ifEfl;  bow  art  thou  trying  thy  skill  to  ahslraet  a  thinjt;  from 
aU'f  for  the  prc-rcquired  rigbteouaiiess  whereupon  tiiou  must 
I  eluuif^d,  and  Ihis  blc«sedne»a  are  in  kind  and  nature  (he  samo 
nACi  as  much  as  a  child  and  a  man.  Thou  pretcndcst  thou 
ObMft  have  Ihat  perfected  which  (hou  canst  not  emiurc  slioultl 
rer  be  begim ;  thou  settcst  thyself  to  prevent  and  supftress  what 
I  iu  own  nature,  and  by  dinne  ordination  tend  to  the  aecom- 
ilisbment  of  thy  own  pretended  desires.  Thou  wouldst  have 
be  tree  without  ever  admitting  the  seed  or  plant :  thou  wouldst 
are  heat,  and  canst  not  endure  (he  least  warmth  ;  so  besotted  a 
un|c  is  a  carnal  heart ! 

( 3. )  Tliat  inasmuch  as  (his  blessedness  consists  in  (he  satisfac- 

sry  si^ht  and  partici|>ation  of  God's  own  likeness,  tinto  whom 

be  Aoul  is  habituatly  averse,  (his  cban^te  must  ehiofly  stand  in  its 

eeoming  holy  or  |iodly,  or  in  the  alteration  of  ils  dispositions 

ind  inclinations  as  to  God.     Olberwise  the  dcsipi  and  end  of  i( 

mot  at(aineil.     We  are  required  to  follow  peace  with  nil  men, 

(but  here  ihe  accent  is  put,  and  hotintM,  without  which  no  man 

ball  see  Gwl,  Heb.  I'i.  14.     It  is  iherefore  a  vain  thinj:,  in  n>' 

pnce  to  what  we  have  now  under  conaideraiion,  namely  the 

sihility  of  attaining  this  blessedness,  to  speak  of  any  other 

banges  that  fall  short  of,  or  are  of  another  kind  from  the  right 

gition  of  heart  God-ward.     This  rliangc  we  are  now  con- 

ering,  is  no  other  than  Ibe  proper  adequate  impress  of  the 

pel  discovery  u]Kin  men's  .<j>irits,  as  we  have  largely  shewn 

riRhtcousnoss  is,  in  which  it  icrniinalcii.     The  sum  of  thai 

>vet7  is,  that  God  is  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world  unto 
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himsoir,  {i  Cot.  &.  18.  10.)  the  |>ri>|)er  impress  o(  it,  therefore  10 
Ibe  actual  reoonciliation  of  the  aoul  tu  Uoil  thruii)(li  ClinM ;  » 
fnvnilly,  well-alTccled  posture  of  sjiirit  towuitls  Uod,  uur  Uiit  tiui 
and  highest  good  ;  and  lowiuds  Christ  our  only  way,  aince  Ihe 
apo»liu:y,  of  allainin^  and  enjoying  it.  To  rest  therefore  in  any 
other  f,wni  dispositions  or  cndowncnts  of  luind,  is  as  iiiiich  be- 
sides ihe  husincsH,  as  impvrlincnl  to  th«  present  purpose,  as  if 
one  designed  lo  the  government  of  a  city,  should  sntisfy  himself 
that  he  hath  the  skill  lo  )>t>y  well  on  a  Jute,  or  he  that  intends 
physic,  that  he  is  well  seen  in  architecture-  The  {(cneral  scope 
and  tenor  of  the  gospel  tells  thee,  O  man,  plainly  enough,  what 
lite  business  is  tliuu  must  intend  ( if  thou  wilfully  overlook  it  not ) 
in  order  io  thy  hlessedne.ss.  it  is  wriltcn  to  draw  thee  into  fel 
lowship  wiih  the  Father  and  the  Son,  that  thy  joy  may  he  full. 
I  John.  I.  I.  -1.  It  aims  at  the  bringing  of  theo  into  a  state  of 
blessedness  in  God  through  Clirisl ;  ana  is  theroforo  the  instru- 
ment by  which  God  would  form  thy  licart  thereto ;  the  seal  by 
which  lo  make  the  first  impression  of  his  imago  u|>on  thee,  which 
will  then  as  steadily  incline  and  determine  thy  soul  towards  him  ; 
sa  the  ma);netic  touch  iWennins  the  po.ilurcof  (he  needle.  Where* 
fore  doth  he  there  discover  his  own  heart,  but  to  molt  and  win, 
and  transform  thine  ?  The  won)  of  Knee  is  the  seed  of  the  new 
creature,  'i'brough  the  exceeding  great  and  precious  promises, 
be  makes  flouls  partake  of  the  divine  nature.  Grace  is,  firstly 
revealed  to  leach  the  denial  of  ungodUness,  &c.  Turn  thy 
thoughts  hither  then,  and  consider  wbat  is  there  done  upou  thy 
soul  by  the  gospel,  lo  attemper  and  conform  it  lo  God?  Whereiii 
has  ihy  heart  answered  tliis  its  visible  design  and  intendment? 
Thou  art  but  in  s  delirious  dream  idl  ihou  tteriously  bethinkest 
thyself  of  this.  For  otherwise  how  can  the  aversion  of  thy 
heart  from  him  escape  thy  daily  observation ;  thou  canst  not  be 
without  evidences  of  it ;  whiit  jitcusure  dost  thou  lake  in  retiring 
thyself  with  Uod  ;  what  care  to  redeem  time  only  fur  converse 
with  biin  ?  hadst  thou  not  rather  be  any  where  else  ?  In  a  time 
of  vacancy  from  business  and  company,  when  thou  hast  so  great 
a  variety  of  things  before  tliee,  among  which  to  choose  an  object 
for  thy  thoughts,  do  they  not  naturally  fall  upon  any  thing  rather 
(ban  God  f  Nor  do  you  think  to  shifl  oil  tnis  by  assigning  the 
mere  natural  cause  ;  foi  if  there  were  not  somewhat  more  in  the 
malter,  why  is  it  not  so  with  all }  He  upon  whom  this  ch:inge  Iiad 
paMod  eouhl  s.iy  ;  My  soul  shall  be  satisfied  as  with  murmw  and 
fatness;  and  my  mouth  shall  praise  thee  with  joyful  lips,  whca  1 
remember  thee  upon  my  bed,  and  meditate  00  thee  in  the  nighl- 
watclies.  My  meditation  of  biin  sliidl  be  sweet ;  I  will  be  glad 
in  the  l^ord.  How  precious  are  thy  thoughts  unto  me,  U  God, 
bow  great  ia  the  sum  of  them  ?  If  I  should  count  them,  they 
are  more  in  number  than  the  sand  ;  when  I  awake;  I  am  still 
wilb  thee.      Voa,  io  the   way  of  thy  judgmoiitS}  0  God,  have 
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we  wfliied  for  (hee ;  (be  desire  of  our  eoul  is  Co  (hy  name,' 
»[)<!  to  the  remembrance  o(  lltee.  Wiih  laj  soul  Iwve  I  deiiri-d 
thee  in  the  nij^il,  yea,  with  my  spirit  within  mc  will  I  Mvk  ihi'O 
etrl^,  Sec*  Therefore  plain  it  is,  there  is  a  liiilul  distvinpcr  to 
b«  wrotivht  out,  nn  ungodly  ilispontion  of  heart,  which  it  con- 
M  thee  not  to  rest  (ill  thou  see  removed. 
[4>)  Consider,  that  to  become  godlj*,  or  ihis  chuiKC  of  in«ti- 
ions  and  dispositions  towards  God,  is  that  which  of  tdl  others 
90ul  doth  mo!)t  strongly  reluctate  and  strive  against;  and 
which  therefore  it  undergoes  with  groatest  diflicullv  and  regret. 
It  is  a  horrid  and  amazing  thing  it  should  be  so,  but  Scripture 
sad  experience  leave  it  undoubted  that  so  it  is.  What !  that  the 
highest  oxcelloncy,  the  most  perfect  besuty,  loveliness,  and  Ioto 
itself  should  so  little  attract  a  reasonable,  spiritual  being  that  is- 
Ried  thence?  His  own  offspring  so  unkind!  what  more  than 
non!i(rou»  unnaluralness  is  this,  so  to  disnlTcct  one's  own  orii^inal  I 
It  wer«  easy  to  aeruinulale  and  heap  up  eonsidcralionit  th;t[  would 
render  this  astonishii){cly  strange.  So  things  are  rerkoned  upon 
WTeial  accounts,  cither  as  they  are  more  rare  and  uufretiuenl 
(which  is  the  vulgar  way  of  estimating  wonders)  or  as  their 
esflses  are  of  more  difficult  investigation  ;  or  (if  they  are  mo- 
nl  wonders)  as  they  are  more  unreasonaMe  or  causeless  ;  upon 
this  last  account,  Christ  marvelled  at  the  Jews'  unbelief:  (Mark 
S.  6.)  mni  BO  is  this  hatred  justly  marvellous;  as  being;  altoge- 
ther without  a  C.1U8C  ?  But  (hence  to  infer  there  is  no  such  thing, 
w«re  tn  dispute  afrninM  the  sun.  No  truth  hath  more  of  light 
and  evidence  in  i(,  though  none  more  of  terror  and  prodigy-.  To 
bow  many  thousand  objects  is  the  mind  of  man  inditferenl  r  can 
torn  itself  to  this  or  (hat ;  nin  with  facility  all  points  of  the  com- 
pass, among  the  whole  univeise  of  beings :  but  assay  only  to 
draw  it  to  Ijod,  and  it  recoils  :  thoughts  and  aflcclioua  rvvoll, 
and  decline  alt  converse  with  that  )ilesHcd  object !  Toward  other 
objects,  it  freely  opens  and  dilates  itself,  as  under  the  benign 
beams  of  n  warm  sun  ;  there  are  placid,  complscenlial  emotions ; 
iffiieibte,  sprightly  eonvenu-s  and  embraces.  Towards  God  only 
it  It  presently  conlrnrled  and  shut  up ;  life  rvlires,  and  it  becomes 
a*  •  stone,  cold,  rigid  and  im|>«netruMe  :  (he  (|iiiie  contrary  to 
what  is  requi»ed  ( which  also  those  very  precepts  do  pUinly  im- 
ply;) it  is  alive  to  sin,  to  the  world,  to  vanity;  but  crucified, 
iDortiAed,  dead  to  God  and  Jesus  Christ.  Rom-  6.  11- 

The  natures  of  many  men  that  are  harsh,  fierce  and  savage, 
admit  of  many  cultivations  and  rcfuiings  ;  and  by  momt  precept, 
ibe  exorcise  and  improvement  of  reason,  with  a  severe  animad- 
renrion  and  ohservance  of  themselves,  (hey  become  mild,  tract- 
able, gentle,  meek.  The  story  of  the  physiognomtiit's  guess  at 
lb«  temper  of  Socrates  is  known.     Uut  of  all  other,   the  disaf- 
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fected  soul  fs  Icut  ioelinabte  ever  to  become  good-natured 
wards  God,  whetoio  grace  or  holiness  doth  consist.  Here  it  is 
most  unpfr>ua(lnlilc,  never  Tacile  to  tliia  chsnge.  One  would 
l»vc  thought  no  afiet^iion  should  have  bcrti  so  natural,  so  dcepljr 
inwrought  into  (he  Bpirit  of  man,  as  an  siTcctinn  lovkurd*  ihe  r'a- 
Uier  of  spirits;  but  here  he  most  of  all  di^covrm  himself  to  be 
without  aalural  .iffuclion:  surelj-  here  is  a  sad  proof,  that  such 
jifEection  doth  not  ascend.    The  whole  duty  of  man,  as  (o  the 

ftrinciplc  of  it,  resolves  into  love.  Thai  is  the  fulblling  of  the 
•w.  As  to  its  object ;  the  two  tables  divide  it  between  God  , 
Uld  our  neighbor ;  and  accordiogljr  divide  that  love.  L'pon  those 
two  branches  whereof;  love  to  God,  and  love  to  our  nciglibnr, 
hang  all  the  law  nnd  the  prophets.  The  vtickedncsH  of  the  world 
hath  killed  this  tovc  at  the  vcrr  root,  and  indisposed  the  nature 
of  man  to  all  exercises  of  it,  either  way,  whether  towards  God 
or  his  nei^bor.  It  hath  not  onl}-  rendered  man  unmeet  for  holjr 
communion  with  God,  hut  in  a  great  measure  for  civil  tociety 
with  one  another.  It  hath  destroyed  good  nature  ;  made  men 
Use,  envious,  barbarous ;  turned  the  world  ;  eHpecially  the  dark 
pjaoes  of  the  earth,  where  the  light  of  the  gospel  shines  not,  into 
habitations  of  cruelty.  But  who  sees  not  the  enmity  and  disaf- 
fection of  men's  hearts  towards  God  is  the  more  deeply  rooted, 
and  less  superable  evil .' 

The  beloved  apostle  eit'es  iis  a  plain  and  snd  intimation  how 
the  caseia,  as  lo  ihis,  when  he  reasons  thus;  He  that  lovcih  not 
bis  brother  whom  he  hath  seen,  how  can  he  love  God  whom  he 
hath  not  seen  ?  He  argues  fiom  the  less  to  the  greater;  and 
Ihis  is  the  ground  upon  which  his  argument  is  built :  that  (he  lo- 
ving of  Goo  is  a  matter  of  greater  difficulty,  and  from  which  the 
spiiit  of  man  is  more  remote,  than  loving  of  his  neighbor.  And 
he  wilhall  insinunles  .in  account  why  it  is  so ;  God's  remotenei» 
from  our  sense,  which  in  indeed  a  cause,  but  no  excuse :  it  is  a 
peccant,  faulty  cause.  For  is  our  wt  gro--<9  scnsuHlily  no  tin  ?  that 
nothing  should  alfeet  our  hearts,  but  what  we  can  see  with  our 
eyes?  as  if  our  sense  were  the  only  measure  or  judge  of  excel- 
lencies. Wc  are  not  all  flesh,  what  have  we  done  with  our  souls } 
if  wo  cannot  see  God  with  our  eyes,  why  do  we  not  with  our 
minds  '  at  least  so  much  of  him  we  might,  as  lo  discern  his  ex- 
celloncj  idtove  all  things  else.  How  come  our  twuls  to  lose  their 
dominion,  and  lo  he  so  ^laviithty  siihjrel  to  a  ruling  sense?  but 
the  reason  less  concerns  our  present  pur])ose  ;  thai  whereof  it  i^^ 
the  reason  ;  tliat  imjdicd  assertion,  that  men  arc  in  a  less  disp^H 
sition  to  the  love  of  God  than  their  neigbors,  is  the  snd  truth  w^' 
are  now  considering.  There  are  certain  homiletical  virtues,  Ihat 
much  adorn  and  polish  the  nature  of  man,  iiibanity,  fidelity,  jui 
lice,  patience  of  injuries,  compassion  towards  the  mUerable,  ■ 
and  indeed  without  these,  Ihe  tvorld  would  break  up,  and  all 
ril  societies  disband ,  if  at  least  Ibcy  did  not  in  some  degree  «(i 
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tain,     liul  in  (Itc  mean  time  men  are  at  Ihe  greatest  distance  im- 
agini^le  from  niijr  dJ>po»itiun  to  fDcicljr  nito  God.     They  have  < 
Borne  lov«  lor  one  anotliur,  but  nunc  for  Lim.     And  yol  it  must  I 
li«  femeiabered,  that  luvu  lu  our  neighbor,  and  all  the  conse<|U(!nt  j 
•xartiuas  of  it,  becoming  duijr  by  the  ditrjnc  law,  ouglit  to  be  j 
porformod  u  acts  of  obedience  to  Gtxl,  and  ibercfore  ought  to.i 
grow  frnni  (lie  stock  ^nd  root  of  a  divine  love  ;  I  mean,  luve  to 
(i«d.     Ttivy  arc  ociierwise  but  9j>uriaua  virtues,  bastard  fruilg 
\  ( mea  gather  not  grapes  of  thorns,  &c. )  tbey  grow  fiom  a  tree  | 
I  of  another  kind  ;  and  whatever  semblance  they  may  have  of  the 
true,  tliey  want  their  constituent  form,  (heir  life  and  soul.  Though  ' 
love  to  (he  brethren  is  made  a  character  of  (he  regenerate  slate, 
of  having  pjsjcd  fi-om  dtalh    to  life ;    1  John.  S.  11.   jl  >»  yvl  but  \ 
«  more  remote,  and  is  tiself  hrunghl  to  dial  by  this  higher  and 
Linore  immediate  one,  and  ivhicb  it  more  intiinately  connatural  to  , 
Ltlie  new  creature,  even  the  love  of  God ;  iiv  tliis  we  know  we 
l^vo  the  children  of  Ood,  when  we  lore  God,  and  keep  his  com-  i 
I  mandmenlti.  chap.  5.  i.    A  respect  to  God*  specifies  every  vir-  j 
klue  and  duly.     Whatever  is  loved  and  srrvei),  and  not  in  hiia 
f»ni  for  hiiu  (tervalo  ordine  finit,  ktrping  the  chosen  end  m  meWy 
I  Ks  the  school  phrase  is,)  hctromes  an  idol ;  tmd  (hat  love  and  ser- 
LTiec  is  idolatry.     And  what  a  discovery  is  here  uf  disalTection  to  . 
[God;  that  in  the  exercise  of  tiuch  (iheabove-mcnlioned)  virtues  | 
Mnc  single  act  shall  be  toni  from  itself,  from  its  specifying  moral  , 
Ifdna,  only  to  leave  out  him.     A  promise  shall  be  Kept,  but  with-  I 
MUt  Any  respect  to  God,  for  oven  the  promises  made  to  him  are  I 
■broken  without  any  scruple.     That  which  is  another's  shall  bo 
Lrendered  to  him  ;  but  God  shall  not  he  regarded  tit  the  bu»ineti.s. 
|Aa  alms  given,  (or  (he  I^ord's  sidie  left  out.     That  which  con- 
leerns  my  neigtwr  often  done,  but  what  concerns  God  therein,  as 
4t  wero  studiously  omitted.     This  is  what  he  that  runs  may  read, 
that  though  the  hearts  of  men  are  not  to  one  another  as  they 
)Uld,  they  are  much  more  averse  towards  God. 
Men  an>  c.-iMer  of  aequainiance  towards  one  another,  they  slide 
Inseusibly  into  ea(.h  others  bosom  ;  even  the  most  churlish,  mo- 
|r»e  natures  are  wrought  upon  byassiduoiM  repeated  kindnesses, 
_  tta  cavat  tapiiixm,  ^c.  ad  often-falling  drops  at  length  wear 
'and  work  into  very  stones  :  towards  God  (heir  hearts  are  more 
impenetrable  than  rocks,  harder  than  adamants.     He  is  seeking 
with  »onie  an  acquaintance  all  their  days:  they  live  their  whole 
Uffi  under  Ihe  gospel,  and  yet  are  never  won.     They  hearken  to 
one  another,  but  are  utterly  unpersuadable  Iow.irds  God  ;  as  the 
deaf  adder  that  henis  not  llie  voice  of  Ihe  charmer  though  charm- 
tog  never  so  wisely.    The  clearest  loason,  the  most  powerful 


Tfoinde  virBiiea  quunU  ciilemr  babere,  ntil  ai)  Doimi  rctiderh,  etjam 
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trguments  move  them  not :  no  nor  tha  most  Insinuative  allure- 
menU,  the  sweeleat  breathings  of  love:  "How  ofien  would  1 
have  gathered  tbcc,  as  the  hen  her  chickens  UHdvr  her  wioj^, 
and  ye  would  not."  God  draws  with  the  cords  of  a  niaa,  with 
the  Mnda  of  lore ;  but  ibcy  atill  perversely  keep  at  an  uukin<i_ 
(listanco.*  Men  use  to  believe  one  another  ( w«rc  there  no  cr 
dit  f;iven  to  each  others  words,  ami  some  ruutunl  conltdence  in 
one  another,  there  could  he  no  human  converse,  til  must  alTect 
aoltlude,  and  dwell  in  dens  and  deserts  as  wild  beasts,)  but  how 
incredulous  are  they  of  all  divine  revelations  ?  though  teslilied 
with  never  to  convincing  evidence !  *vho  haih  believed  our  re- 
port !  The  word  of  (he  eternal  God  a  regarded  (O  amazing 
vickednets)  as  we  would  the  word  of  a  child  or  a  fool ;  no  so- 
ber, nlionnl  man,  but  his  narrations,  promi*C9  or  threalcninga, 
are  more  reckoned  of.  Men  ate  more  reconcilable  to  one  ano- 
ther when  enemies,  more  constant  when  friends.  How  oAen 
doth  the  power  of  a  conquering  enemy,  and  the  distress  of  the 
conquered,  work  a  submission  on  (his  part,  and  a  remission  on 
that.  How  often  arc  haughty  spirits  stooped  by  a  series  of  ca- 
lamities, and  ma<lc  ductile  :  proud  arrogants  formed,  by  necessi- 
ty and  misery,  into  humble  supplicants,  so  as  to  lie  proatratc  at 
the  feel  of  a  man  that  may  help  or  hurt  them  ;  while  alill  (he 
BAme  persons  ret^tin  indomitable  unyielding  spirits  towaids  God, 
under  their  most  afflictive  pressures.  Though  his  gracious  na^,, 
tare  and  infinite  fulness  promise  the  most  ceKain  and  liberal  refli 
lief,  it  is  the  remotest  thing  from  their  thoughts  to  make  any  ad^* 
dress  to  him.  They  cry  because  of  the  oppression  of  the  mighty 
but  none  says  Where  is  God  my  Maker,  wlio  givcth  songs  in  the 
night  ?  (Job.  35.  10.)  rather  perish  under  their  burdens  than  look 
towards  God,  when  his  own  visible  hand  is  againM  (hem,  or 
upon  them,  and  thair  lives  at  his  mercy ;  they  stand  it  out  to  (he 
U^  breath ;  and  arc  more  hardly  humbled  than  consumed ;  soon- 
er burn  than  veep ;  shrivelled  up  into  ashes  sooner  than  melted 
into  tears ;  scotched  with  great  heat  yet  repent  not  to  give  glo- 
ry (o  God:  Rev.  16.  9.  gnaw  their  tongues  for  pain,  and  yet 
still  more  disposed  to  bU^tphctne  than  pray  or  sue  for  mercy. 
Dreadful  thought !  as  to  one  anolhcrs  recoucilialions  among  men 
are  not  impossible  or  unfrequent,  even  of  mortal  enemies;  but 
they  are  utterly  implacable  towards  God  !  yet  they  often  wrong 
one  another;  but  they  cannot  pretend,  God  ever  did  them  the 
least  wrong,  yea,  they  have  lived  bv  his  bounty  all  their  days. 
They  say  to  (ktd,  "  Depart  from  us,"  yet  he  filleth  their  houses 
with  good  things.  So  ttue  is  ihc  histoiian'sf  observation,  "ji*' 
tred  is  sharpest  where  most  unjust." 
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Yei,  when  there  wems  ■(  least  to  have  been  e  reconcIUutioa 
wrBBghl,  ire  Irencbcrtcs,  core  nan  l-brcakings,  revolls,  alratigv 
B6H|  80  frequent  a'uong  men  towiirds  one  anoihor,  as  from  tht;iu 
towirdi  Goil.^  livw  incoiiM»tr-n(  wlili  fticndship  is  it,  according 
to  eonmon  estiniat<',  to  he  always  promising,  never  perlbrniing; 
upon  anj  or  no  occasion  to  brcuk  olT  intercourses,  by  unkind  ali- 
enations, or  mutual  homiliries  ;  to  be  morose,  reserved  each  to 
other  ;  to  decline  or  disafTect  each  others  converse;  to  shut  out 
one  oDolher  from  (heir  hearts  and  thoughts.  But  bow  common 
and  unregreKed  are  these  carriages  towards  tiie  blessed  God  } 
It  were  eas^  to  exjutiatc  on  ibis  argument,  and  multiply  instan- 
cea  of  tbis  greater  disafl'cction.  But  in  a  word,  what  observing 
person  majr  not  sec,  what  serious  person  would  not  grieve  to  see 
the  barbarous,  sooner  putting  on  civility ;  the  riotoua,  sobriety  ; 
(he  treacherous,  fidelity  ;  the  morose,  urbanity  ;  the  injurious, 
equity  ;  (he  churlish  and  covetous,  benignity  and  charity  ;  thau 
|.tM  ungodly  man,  piety  ami  sincere  dcvotedne^  un(»  Cod  ?  Hera 
'  is  tbe  principal  wound  and  distemper  sitt  bath  infected  the  na- 
ture of  man  with  :  Thou)^h  he  have  suSered  a  universid  impair- 
nent,  he  is  cbietty  prejudiced  in  regard  of  his  tendency  towards 
''  God  ;  and  what  concents  the  duties  of  the  first  table.  Here  the 
breach  is  greatest,  and  here  is  its  greatest  need  of  repair.  True 
ills;  an  inotlcnsivc,  winning  deportment  towards  men,  is  not 
without  its  excellency,  and  nei'e»sity  loo.  And  it  doth  indeed 
linMiflTcrably  reproach  ChnMianity,  and  unbecome  a  disciple  of 
Christ :  yea  it  discovers  a  man  not  to  be  led  by  his  Spirit,  and  so 
lu  be  none  of  his ;  to  indulge  himself  in  iinmorsl  deportment 
towards  men ;  to  be  undutiful  towards  superiors ;  unconversable 
towards  equals;  oppressive  towards  interiors;  unjust  towards. 
I  any.  Vet  is  a  holy  disposition  of  heart  towards  God,  most  earn- 
I  «slly,  and  in  the  first  place  to  be  endeavored  [which  will  then 
draw  on  the  rest)  M  having  in  il  the  highest  equity  and  cxcel- 
IJeDey,  and  being  of  the  most  immediate  necessity  to  our  blcas- 
[  •dness. 

(A.)  Consider,  that  there  may  be  some  eradua)  tendencies,  er^ 
Unter  essays  towards  godliness,  that  fall  sJiort  of  i-eal  (lodliness, 
or  come  not  up  to  that  thorough  change  .and  delerminaliun  of  ^ 
.lieart  Ood-waid,  Ibat  is  necessary  to  blessedness.  There  may 
[be  a  returning,  but  not  to  the  most  bicb,  wherein  man  may  be 
I  (as  the  prophet  immediately  subjoins  Ilos.  7.  16.)  like  a  dceeit- 
llul  bow,  not  fully  bent,  that  will  not  reach  the  mark ;  they  como 
L-Bot  home  to  God.  Many  may  be  almost  persuaded ;  and  even 
f'wWiJO  reach  of  heaven,  not  far  from  the  kingdom  of  God ;  may 
irii  (o  enter,  and  not  be  able  ;  their  hearts  being  somewhat  in- 
fcUnable,  but  more  averse  ;  for  (hey  can  only  be  unable  as  they 
\mn  anwilling.     The  soul  is  in  no  possibility  of  taking  up  a  com- 

flaceD(ial  rest  in  Ood,  till  it  be  brought  to  (his,  to  move  toward 
im  apontaneously  and  with,  as  it  were,  a  aelf-motion.    And 
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then  ta  it  i>elf> moved  towards  God,  wheo  its  prcpondcnilin^ 
■a  towards  liim.  As  a  massj-  stone  that  one  atlemptK  to  diatdice, 
if  it  be  heaved  at  till  it  preponderate,  it  lh«n  mow*  out  by  its 
own  weight ;  oihtrMiH'  it  rfvcrts,  and  lies  wlicro  an  it  did  be- 
fore. So  it  in  ivilli  man^  mvn'a  hearts,  all  our  liftinj;  at  ihfm, 
is  but  the  rolling  of  tlitt  rviiirnin);  stone;  lb<'y  arc  movrd,  but 
not  removed:  aomctinies  ihtiy  arc  lifted  at  in  the  ;>ubli<:  miniatrj 
of  Itiv  word;  aomt^times  by  a  private,  Reasonable  admonition; 
•omeiirnes  God  niitkes  an  atfliiriion  his  minister  ;  a  danger  start- 
ha  tticm  ;  a  aicknefis  shakes  ibem  ;  and  they  tbink  to  change  Iheir 
eounie  :  but  how  soon  do  they  change  those  thoughts,  and  are 
where  they  were  f  what  enligljicnini^s  and  convictions,  what 
awakenings  and  terror,  what  remorses,  what  purposes,  what 
taatea  and  relialics  do  somo  find  in  their  own  hearty  that  yet  are 
btiuled  and  come  to  notliing,'  How  many  miserable  abortions 
alter  travailing  pnnga  and  throes,  and  fair  hopes  of  a  happy  birth 
of  the  new  creature  f  Ollon  somewhat  \t  produced  that  much 
resembles  it,  but  is  not  it.  No  fctacioiis  principle  but  may  hav« 
its  counterfeit  in  an  uiigraciou'^  heart ;  whence  they  deceive  no4 
others  only,  but  themselves,  and  think  verily  they  arc  true  eon- 
verts  while  they  are  yet  in  their  sins,  flow  iwiny  wretched 
aouls,  that  lie  dubiously  stni^lin^  a  lang  lime  under  the  contrary 
allernnte  impressions  of  the  gospel  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
l^rcsent  evil  world  on  the  other ;  and  give  the  day  to  their  own 
Mnvnal  inclinations  at  liisl,  in  some  degree,  escape  the  corrup- 
tions of  the  world,  by  the  knouledgo  of  o"r  Lonl  and  Saviour 
JcMis  Christ,  but  are  again  entangled  and  overcome,  so  as  their 
latter  end  is  worse  than  their  beginning  t  S.  Pet.  3.  SO.  Such  a 
nan  is  so  far  from  being  advantaged  by  his  former  faint  inclina- 
tions towards  (jud,  that  he  would  be  found  at  laft  under  this  ag- 
gravated wickedness  beyond  all  other  men  ;  that  wtien  others 
wandered  from  God  llirou;r)i  inadvertency  and  inconsideratiofl, 
this  man  will  be  found  to  have  been  his  enemy  upon  delibemtion, 
and  at;atn»l  the  various  .Mriviiig»  of  his  convinces)  heart  to  the 
contrary.  This  is  inoie  eminently  victorious  and  reigning  enmi- 
ty; such  a  one  takes  great  pains  to  perish.  AU»!  it  is  not  s 
slight  touch,  and  overly  supcrlicial  tincture,  somv  evanid  senti- 
ments of  piety,  a  few  good  thoughts  or  wishes,  that  hc^ieak  a 
new  man,  a  new  eieature.  It  is  a  thorough  prevailing  change, 
that  quite  alters  the  habitual  posture  of  a  man's  soul,  and  de- 
termines it  towards  Ciod,  so  as  that  (he  aAer-conrse  of  his  life 
may  be  capable  of  that  denomination,  a  living  to  God,  a  living 
after  the  Spirit ;  that  exalts  the  love  of  God  unto  that  suprein- 
•ey  in  hint,  that  it  becomes  the  governing  principle  of  his  life, 
and  the  reason  ai>d  measure  of  his  actions ;  thai  as  he  loves  him 
above  all  things  else,  better  than  his  own  life,  so  he  can  truly 
(though  possibly  sometimes  with  a  doubtful,  trembling  heart ) 
resolved  the  ordinary  course  of  bis  daily  walking  «od  praetic 
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Into  llitt  lore,  as  the  dirccttvo  principle  of  tl.  I  prny,  I  r«A(l,  1 
fbtrar,  because  I  love  God,  I  desire  to  be  juM,  sober,  vlxiriuble, 
ttk,  patient  berause  I  love  Uod.  This  is  ihf  iwrfcclioii  xnd 
Bnd  of  the  love  of  God,  (therefore  (bat  must  ncedn  iie  (lie  prin- 
leiple  hereof)  obwticncc  (o  liii  will.  1  Jobii.  3.  S.  T<ef>.iiw«u. 
'lereiii  spp««nt  thnt  power  of  godliness,  danicd  (God  knows) 
Hf  loo  many  lh«l  have  Ihc  form :  th«  Hpirit  of  love,  power,  cud 
•  sound  mind.  2.  Tim.  3.  >">.  chap.  I.  7.  Thai  only  is  a 
>und  mind,  in  which  such  love  rules  in  such  power.  Is  not 
ive  to  God  often  pretended  by  such  that,  wheuevcr  it  romes  to 
IQ  actual  competition,  discover  they  love  their  own  Heiih  a  ^reat 
L<leal  more ;  (bat  seldom  ever  ciots  their  own  wills  to  do  his  ^  or 
Lbazard  their  own  6esbly  interest  to  promote  his  interest  r  we 
say  justly  say  (as  th*:  apostle,  in  a  case  fitly  enough  iiiliicible 
lilhsr,)  how  dwells  the  love  of  God  in  that  nian^  Nolwith- 
ading  such  a  subdued  inetTectual  love  to  God,  Mirh  •  one 
lall  be  d«nomtnalcd  and  dealt  with  as  an  enemy.  It  is  not 
ely  any  man  on  earth  bates  God  so  perfectly  as  those  in  hell. 
Lnd  19  it  not  every  quality,  not  yet  perfect  in  its  kind,  and  that 
yet  growing  more  and  more  intense,  in  the  mean  time  allayed 
^bjr  wme  dcftrce  of  its  contrary  ?  Yet  (hal  over-mastered  de- 
ns dooominales  not  its  subject,  nor  ou{;ht  a  man  from  6uch  a 
uppoaed  love  lo  (^d  to  have  the  n»iue  cif  a  lover  of  him.  Tliat 
nnci|tlir  is  not  only  ca|>iihlc  of  denominulinf;  tint  man,  lltnl  m 
rvViUvnt  and  practical,  that  hath  a  gjoveniinff;  iiiHucnce  on  his 
aiid  life,  fie  in  whom  the  love  of  God  hath  not  such  pow- 
er and  rule,  whatever  his  fainter  incUnatioDS,  may  be,  is  an  un- 
[f  odly  man. 

And  now  mothinks  these  several  considerations  rompnrcd  aod 

kwei(!;h«d  to);etbvr,  should  contribute  somethin);  lo  the  settling  of 

rigbl  thwighl*  in  the  minds  o(  s«curc  sinners,  touchinn;  the  na- 

^lurtf  and  necessity  of  (his  heatl-chan)ce  ;  aitd  do  surely  leave  na 

j>lMC  for  the  fore  mentioned  vain  pretences  that  occasioned  them. 

;  For  ( to  give  you  a  summary  view  of  what  bath  been  propound- 

ted  iu  those  foregoing  considerations,)  it  now  plainly  appears,— 

[That  the  holy   Scripture  requires  in  him  that  shall  enjoy  this 

>  biess^^dness,  a  mighty  change  of  the   very   temper  of  his  soul^ 

that  which  must  dispose  him  thereto ;  and  which  must  there* 

tfore  chielly  consist,  iu  the  rtuht  framing  of  bis  hear!  towards  God ; 

[towards  w'liom  it  is  mostly,  fixedly  averse,  and  therefore  not  ea- 

isceplible  of  such  a  change.     And  thai  any  slighter  or  more 

aeble  inclination  towards  God,  will  not  serve  the  tm'n ;  but  kucIi 

[cwUjr  whereby  the  soul  is  prevalently  and  habitually  tuined  to 

[bin.     And  then  what  can  be  more  absurd  or  unsavoury  i  what 

jsore  contrary  to  christian  doctrine,  or  common  reason,  tbao  in- 

•leMl  of  this  necessary  heart-change,  to  insist  upon  bo  poor  • 

£)ea,  as  (hal  mentioned  abovc^  as  ihc  only  ground  of  so  great  a 
opc  !    How  empty  and  frivolouB  will  it  appear  in  cofoparLson  of 
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this  p-eti  Goul-lransfonDJng  ehan|;e,  if  we  MTerall/  coniider  the 
particular))  of  ft.  As  for  orthodoxy  in  doctrinsU,  it  is  in  ftMlf  a 
highly  budnlilc  thing;  »nA  in  respect  of  the  fund  a  mental  a  (for 
therefore  arc  they  so  tailed)  indispensably  necessary  to  bt«SM>d- 
n«Sfl.  As  that  cannot  b«  wiihotit  liolincw,  so  nor  holiness  with- 
out truth.  John.  17.  IT.  But,  (besides  that  this  is  that  which 
fivery  one  pretends  to]  is  every  thin;;  which  is  necessary,  suffi- 
cient ?  As  to  natural  n«crMily  (which  i»  that  we  now  speak  to) 
reason,  and  intellectunl  nature  arc  also  necessary ;  shall  there- 
fore nil  men,  yen,  and  devils  too,  be  Euived  ?  Bcsidcft,  are  you 
sure  you  believe  the  )^rand  articles  of  the  Christian  religion  ? 
Con^der  a  little, — the  grounds  and  effects  of  that  pretended 
faith.  ^^ 

(I.)  Its  grounds;  every  assent  is  as  the  grounds  of  it  ai^H 
Deal  truly  here  with  ihy  soul.  Can  you  tell  wherefore  you  ar^^ 
a  chiistinn  f  what  arc  thy  inducements  to  be  of  this  religion  ?  are 
they  not  such  as  are  common  to  Ihce  with  them  that  are  of  a 
fal-w  reliction  ?  {I  am  here  happily  prevented  by  a  worthy  au- 
thor,* to  whitih  I  recommend  thee,  but  at  the  present  a  lilile 
betliink  thyself,)  Is  it  not  possible  thou  niayst  be  a  christian  for 
the  same  reasons  for  which  one  may  be  a  Jew,  or  a  Mahometanv 


or  a  metePagan  ?  as  namely,  education,  custom,  law,  example,  oat 

in 

which  a  man's  forttfathers  were  of,  which  is  established  by  Faii^B 


ward  advantage,  &v.     Pvow  consider,  if  thou  find  this  upon  in^l 
quiry  (o  he  thy  caiM.-,  the  motives  of  Ihy  beingn  christian  admit  of 
heiii^  '^""'^  together  into  this  form  of  reasonini;.     That  religion 


or  generally  obtains  in  the  country  where  he  lives,  the  profcssic 
whereof,  most  coitduces  to,  or  best  consists  with  bis  credit,  and 
other  outward  advantages,  that  religion  he  is  to  embrace  as  the 
(me  religion.     Itut  such  I  find  the  cnristian  religion  to  be  to  me ; 
therefore,  &c.     The  pi-oposiiion  here  is  manifestly  false;  for  it 
contains  grounds  common  to  all  religions,  publicly  owned,  and^^ 
professed  lhrou|;houi  (he  world ;  and  sure  all  cannot  be  (rucq^f 
and  hence  the  conclusion   (though  materially  considered  it  b^B 
true,  yet)  formally  considered,  as  a  conclusion  issuing  from  such 
premises,  must  needs  Iw  false ;  and   what  then  is  become  of 
thy  orthodoxy  ;  when,  as  to  the  formal  object  of  thy  faith,  thou 
beliovest  but  as  Mahometans  and   Pagans  do,'    when  thou 
of  this  faith,  by  fate  or  chance  only,  not  choice  or  rational  ip 
duccment  ? 

(2.)  As  lo  the  effects  of  thy  faith  :  let  them  be  inquired  ml 
also,  and  they  will  certainty  Itear  proportion  to  the  grounds 
it.     The  gospel  is  (he  power  of  God  t«  salvation  to  every 
(hat  believes;  (Rom.  1.   16.  1   Thes.  2.   1.^.]   to  them  that  b« 
lieve  it  not,  it  signilien  nothing.     The  word  of  (iod  receivf 
with  a  divine  faith,  as  the  word  of  God,  works  effectually  upa 
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ill  tItU  M  reecEvc  It,  thai  is,  ill  that  Micro.  Whut  suth  efS- 
leBciMUi  U'OTkinj^^  of  it  hast  thoti  fvit  upon  Ihy  hou!  .'  Cerlaiolj, 
il4  miMt  coMDJitiinil  vSieet  is  that  very  dinngv  of  heart,  and  in- 
elinalion  Gml-wani,  «f  wich  we  have  bpen  HfKrakitig.  What  is 
Niiiattlo  lo  the  f;(»i[)«  I  •revelation,  ao  a  good  Icmper  of  hrnrt 
So4t-ward  ?  And  how  abnurd  in  it  lo  ititroducti  the  cause  on 
arpOM  to  exclude  its  genuine  inseparable  eflect :  But  evident 
U,  (though  true  Taiih  caiinol,)  that  superficial,  in^lional  aa- 
^nl,  in  which  alone  many  ((lory,  may  (oo  well  consist  with  a 
affcclcl  hcnrt  lownrds  God  :  and  can  it  tlitn  sipiify  any  thing 
swanlx  thy  bl«iN<ici]ne>8  ?  Hur*  lo  be  to  n  snliridini)  is  in  b«  a 
laUifidian.  Faith  not  working  by  love  i.i  not  faith;  at  Icut 
Sis  nothing.  For  thy  outward  oonformity  in  the  solemnities  of 
lip,  it  is  imputable  to  bo  corrupt  motives  and  princifdes,  that 
thing  itself,  abstractively  considered,  can  never  be  tlioughl 
iracleristical  and  dislistinjiuiBhtng  of  the  heirs  of  blessedness. 
The  worst  of  men,  may  perform  the  best  of  oulwatd  duties. 
Thy  most  glorious  boasted  virtues,  if  they  grow  not  from  the 
oper  root,  lore  lo  God,  they  arc  but  ipleiidid  sins,  ns  above 
B,  and  hnlh  been  Irtily  Raid  of  old.  Thy  repentance  is 
liber  true  or  false :  if  true,  it  is  that  very  change  oj*  mmd  and 
Bart  I  apeak  of,  and  is  therefore  eminently  signalized  by  that 
»te,  it  is  repentance  towards  God;  if  fal&e,  God  will  not  be 
Ed.  For  thy  regeneration  in  baptism  ;  what  can  it  avail 
bee,  asto  this  blessedness,  if  (he  present  temper  of  fhy  heart  be 
nsuitable,  thereto  ?  Midst  thou  ever  know  any  that  held,  that 
lb*  baptized  should  bo  saved  ?  Will  thy  infant  sanctity  ex- 
DM  the  enmity  and  disafTeetion  lo  God  of  thy  riper  age  } 

In  short,  if  we  seclude  this  work  of  God  upon  the  soul,  how 
ficonsiderable  is  the  diiVerence  between  the  Christian  and  the 
ben  world  ^  wherein  can  it  then  be  understood  to  lie,  but  in 
ineffectual  notions,  and  exieirial  observances?  And  can 
he  thought  that  the  righteous,  holy  God  will  make  >«  vast  a 
Terence  in  the  slates  of  men  hereafter,  who  dilfcr  so  little  here  ? 
that  it  shall  so  highly  i-eeomniemt  a  man  to  Go<t,  that  it  was 
Is  lot  lo  be  botn,  .ind  to  have  lived  upon  such  a  turf  or  soil,  or 
such  a  clime  or  pari  of  the  world  .'  His  gracious  providence 
I  thankfully  to  li«  acknowledged  and  adored,  that  hath  a^iigncd 
out  stations  under  the  gospel ;  but  then  it  must  be  remember- 
J,  the  gospel  hath  the  goodness,  not  of  the  end,  bul  of  (he 
leans;  which,  as  by  our  improvement  or  Don-iniprovcmenl,  it 
comes  eirectual  or  incfVectual,  doth  acquit  from,  or  agersvate 
Dndemnnlion :  and  that  it  works  not  as  a  charm  or  spell,  we 
DOW  noi  how,  or  why,  or  when  we  think  not  of  il;  hut  hy 
ecommending  itself  in  ihe  dtmionsirAlion  and  [mwer  of  the 
luly  Ghoil,  lo  our  reason  and  consciences,  to  our  wills  and  af- 
Fctions,  lill  we  be  delivered  up  into  the  mould  or  form  of  It. 
torn.  6.  17.  Surely  were  it  so  slight  a  matter,  as  too  many 
Tot.  1.  18 
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fondly  dream,  thai  muM  dwtinguish  between  llicin  that  sball  be 
saved  and  shall  perish,  lliore  would  need  no  striving  lo  enter  id 
at  the  strait  gate;  and  (he  disciples  qtiestion  would  never  have 
been,  who  then  f\v.M  ha  saved?  hnl  nither,  wbo  shall  not  bo 
Mvcd  ?  nor  would  it  have  been  r«solvcd  by  our  Saviour  into  the 
immediate  power  ol"  him  alone,  to  whom  all  thines  arc  possible      I 
(Matt.  19.  26.)  that  any  are  saved  at  all;  nor  have  been  ho    I 
earnestly  asserted  by  him,  th.it  none  could  come  lo  him,  bul     i 
whom  his  Father  draws,     .lolm.  6.  14.     The  obvious  import  of 
which  passages  le  such,  that  if  careless  sinners  could  once  obUin 
of  ihemselvcs  seriously  to  consider  ihem,  metbiiiks  tliey  would 
find  little  rest   in  tliiir  spirits,  till  they  mij;ht  dis«enj  a  woik 
wrought  there,  in  smiie  degree  worthy  «f  <iod,  an  impiession 
some  way  proporliimablc  to  Ihc  power  of  an  almighty  arm ;  and 
that  might  f<pcak  Cod  its  author.     Fur  notwilh&landing  the  soul's 
natural  capaciliea  before  asseilcd  and  inferred,  it»  'moral  inca- 
pacity, I  mean  its  wicked  avers.ition  from  (lod,  is  such  as  none  but 
God  himself  can  overcome.  Now  is  that  avcisation  the  less  cul- 
pable, for  that  it  is  so  hardly  overcome,  hut  the  more.     It  is  an 
avei'salion  of  will;  and  who  sees  not,  that  every  man  is  more 
wicked,  according  lis  his  will  is  more  wickedly  bent  ?     Hence 
his  iinpuicncy  or  inability  to  turn  to  God,  is  not  Euch  as  that 
he  cannot  tunt  if  he  would ;  but  it  consists  in  thia,  tliat  be  is 
not  willing.      He  alTects  a  distance  from  God.      Which  shews 
therefore  the  necessity  slid  of  this  change.     For  tliv  possibility 
of  it,  and  the  encouragement  (ncconUiig  to  the  methods  wherein 
(jod  is  wont  to  dispense  his  grace)  the  sinnet   hath  (o  Impc 
and  endeavor  it,  will  more  filly   fall   into   consideration   cUc- 
vrbero.  ^^ 

Tliut  mornl  incnpochy  ia  also  in  Kune  acnee  inily  nnUin],  tlutl  Ik;  in  A^* 
etunn  (M-iiso  tvlu'O'iii  we  an  «aid  lo  b«  t>y  nature  iitf  rliililrvn  ur  wrnlli,  E^tih. 
9. 3.  Tlinri-rorn  hiimnrt  nntiiro  mum  be  rniiiidiri^it  im  rrrjii.-il  tiy  Gurt,  aiiil 
■•  pftifWKiUFcl  by  niuii.  In  (b(?  r<'rm''r  minium,  a-i  <»nI  is  ilii^  noilior  of  il.  it  i« 
lakcii  III  tliiM  ilistiiictjun,  of  iiinral  luul  imtiirnl  iiiijiutcnc'y,  Mhirb  ncnlo  nnl 
flmlicf  mplii-nlion  ;  yet  you  mnj-  take  ihis  nccoiint  of  il  (rum  Dr.  Twuop, 
Inipalmttin  fiificnrli  cjimhI  Dro  (rraliiin  rn  rx  nrrciniiiii,  lion  <■•{  iitil<oti'ntia 
iinriirw,  wnl  inunini.  Nulla  rlrnim  nubin  i1<:cHt  fnriiltn*  nniiinr  [mt  iwcpnium 
oriKiniiJ^.jmns  illud  Aiigiixrini ;  NuUi  Bpio»cun<li  TeritntiE  nheliilil  ntnilinivm. 
A'lliui!  rcinnnci  [ujiKiiiin, qua  lacciv  pooaurDUS ^irauiiquo  vcilumus;  ibi!  mo- 
bility lu'du  wliat  ix  jik-uaiiifi  anil  nrrnpiBbk  to  God,  (a  not  a  iinlural  lint  nio- 
nil  Inability.  For  ii<>  ItKiilly  of  our  tiamre  U  bikriii  nnny  fmni  iih  l>y  oripiuj 
fIti  (us  Miitb  Alipuiinp,)  it  haa  tukon  Ironi  no  timn  thr  fumliy  of  iWrniiiig 
Inith.  Thn  powc*  Mill  rcmniiiB  liy  wliirh  wb  mil  ib'  wlmtsorvM  vrc  climuu-. 
Villi!.  I.  -i.  crtnt. '.',  ■'CI.  (i.  Nmiitiilfni  iioirntliiiii,  'iNiillilii-l  ntrriiib  |irii  artii- 
Irio  i|>Hi>riini,  iliciiiiiin  nil  un>ii(-«  irniinniitli,  iinn  iiiilr-m  |HitciiIiaiii  inurslvm: 
»'<■  wiy  ilini  ill*,  iintiim!  (Kiwor  of  ibiiiig  imy  ibinK  nr>-oiiliiiK  tn  our  will  is 
pn-HTTPil  (n  nil,  Inii  iwt  moral  puwer.  Vimlio.  ('limiiiM.  'X  S.  I.  rti 
cbnii.  :i. 


or  TUB  iiibiiTKwa. 


139 


€IIA1*TEU  XIII. 

Thni  ihc  toiil  in  Mliich  mitb  b  changB  Is  wrrni^^il,  Tmilumly 

immupa  iliiii  tfk-awiliiuH  till  it  Ihi  •tlaiiied.  !i  hxCmviirc.  Tliiit  llio  kni>w- 
ttg  ur  Qai,  luiil  eonttmiiiy  lo  liini,  ara  intu-Tjrlnti  ilil'igiS  unit  du  »uw  in  a 
tirfne  Mbxiy,  according  lo  ili«  in«iu«iru  wlivri^ui  [liey  ore  attaiiieil,  6  Iii- 
lWiUK«.  Ttiiit  llio  lair«  of  God  tnwanlii  hit  |K>o|ile  b  gnu,  lliol  botb  dc- 
ngnnl  tor  tbuni  n  ^noi,  iiid  c*ieii  a  Hti«(jiii)(  goitd. 

■J.  ](  is  further  to  be   inferred,  that  a  soul  wherein  such  a 
rchaoge  is  wrought,  pursues  this  blessedness  witb  restlestt,  su- 
[Jirpnie  desire,  till  it  attain  to  the  fulness  (hereof.     We  have  here 
la  plainly  implied  description  of   the  posturv  and  tendency  of 
[luch  a  soul  (even  of  a  iianctificd  holy  soul,  which  had  Ihcreforo 
indiTgone  this  blessed  chnnRe)   towards  this  slate  of  Mcsst-d- 
iic»8.     I  shall  (jailh  he)  be  Katisfied  with  thy  likeness, as  though 
lie  bail  said,  I  cannot  be  satisfied  otherwise.     Wc  h.ive  seen  how 
Pgreai  a  chune;c  is  nciiessnry   to  dispose  the  soul  to  this  blessnd- 
^Jicss,  which  being  once  wrougtit,  iiotlung  else  can  now  satisfy  it. 
lucha  thin^  is  this  hIessednesB,  (I  speak  now  of  so  much  of 
il  sa  is  prci-ious  and  conducing  to  satis/aelion,  or  of  blessedness 
materially  considered,  the  divine  glory  to  be  behold  and  parti- 
tcipatcd:)  it  is  of  that  nature,  it  makes  the  soul  restless,  il  lets 
lit  not   be   (|i]iet,  alter  it    bath  got  )>onie  apprehension  of  il,  till  it 
[attain  the  full  enjoyment.     The  whole  life  of  such  a  one,  is  a 
Diilinual  seeking  God's  face.     So  attractive  is  this  glorj'  of  a 
ubjcct  rightly  disposed  to  it :  while  others  crave  corn  and  wine, 
his  is  the  sum  of  the  holy  soul's  desires,  Lord  lift  thou  up  (ho 
light  of  thy   countenance,  &c.     Psal.  4.  6.     The  some  thing  is 
Jiu  ohje«t  ol  its  present  desires  that  shall  be  of  its  eternal  satis-  ' 
[laclioo  and  enjoyment.     This  is  now  its  one  thing,  the  rc-tiueat 
linsiated  on,  to  behnld  the  beauty  of  the  I^rd,  &c.  (I'sal.  87.  4.) 
Iknd  while  in  any  measure  it  doth  so,  yet  it  is  still  looking  for  ibii 
[blessed  hope,  still  hoping  to  be  like  him,  see  him  as  he  >9.     The 
;]q>ectation  of  satisfaction  in  this  state,  implies  the  restless  work- 
ling  of  desire  till  then ;  for  what  is  this  snltsfuction,  hut  the   ful- 
[filling  of  our  desires,  the  perfecting  of  the  soul's  motions  in  ft 
Fcomplacential  rest  r      Motion  and  rest    do  exactly  corresjiund 
■each  to  other.     Nothing  can  naturally  rest  in  aiiy  place,  to  which 
It  was  tmt  before  naturally  inclined  to  move.     .\nd  (he  rest  is 
proportion  ably  more  composed  and  steady,  according  as  the  nio- 
wns  stronger  nod  more  vigorous.    By  how  much  the  hea- 
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Tier  eny  body  is,  so  much  (ho  stronger  tintl  Ivit  rvsistible  is  its 
motion  dowiiwnrd;  nnd  then  accordingly  it  is  luss  muvciihlc 
when  it  hnth  uttaincd  its  resting  place.  It  i»  Ihvrefore  a  vanilj' 
■nd  contrndiction,  to  vpfiak  of  tho  soul's  heing  ulisBed  in  tliat 
which  il  uas  not  before  deMrotiA  of.'  And  that  state  which  it 
ehall  utiim.itely  and  eternally  act)uie5ce  in  (with  a  rest  that  must 
therefore  be  understood  to  be  most  composed  and  sedate,)  to- 
wards it,  it  must  needs  move  with  the  &(ronf;cBt  and  most  un- 
Mtislicd  desire,  a  desire  that  is  supreme,  prevalent,  and  triumph- 
ant over  all  other  desires,  and  over  all  other  obstructions  In  it- 
self; least  capable  of  diversion,  or  of  pitching  upon  any  ihing 
short  of  the  term  aimed  at.  Ask  theiefore  the  holy  soul,  What 
is  thy  fltipreme  desire  ?  and  so  far  as  it  understands  itself,  it  muE>t 
answer,  "  To  see  and  partake  the  divine  gloiy  ;  to  behold  the 
blessed  face  of  Uod,  till  his  likenesH  be  transfused  through  all 
my  powers,  and  his  entire  image  be  perfectly  formed  in  me : 
present  to  my  view  what  else  you  will,  1  eun  be  satisfied  tn  no- 
thing else  but  this."  Thcreferc  this  leaves  a  black  note  upon 
those  wretched  souls  that  are  wholly  slriingers  to  such  desires  ; 
that  would  be  bettci  satisfied  to  dwell  always  in  dust;  th.it  shun 
the  blessed  face  of  (>od  as  hell  itself;  and  (o  nhoro  the  most 
despicable  vanity  is  a  more  desirable  sight  than  that  of  divine 
clory.  Miserable  souls!  Consider  your  stalv,  can  that  be  jour 
btos8C«lne»s  which  you  de»irc  not  ?  or  do  you  think  (>od  will  rfe-^, 
ceivc  any  into  his  blessed  presence,  to  whom  it  shall  be  a  I"U|HI 
den  !  Methinks,  upon  the  reading  of  this  you  should  prescntlj^  ' 
(loom  yourselves,  and  see  your  sentence  wriKcii  in  your  hrcoitt. 
Coinp.ire  your  hearts  with  this  holy  man's  ;  see  if  there  be  any 
ihioi;  like  this  in  the  temper  of  your  spirits;  and  never  think 
well  of  yourselves  til!  you  find  it  so. 

6.  The  knowledge  of  God,  snil  conformity  to  him,  are  in  (he 
own  nature  apt  to  satisfy  the  desires  of  the  soul,  and  even  noi 
actually  do  so,  in  the  measure  wherein  tbcy  are  iltained.     SomH 
things  aie  not  of  a  salisfyinie  nature;  there  is  nothing  lending  to 
sat t.'*fac lion  in  them.      And  then  the  continual  heaping  together 
of  such  things,  dolh  no  more  towards  satisfaction,  than  the  ac- 
euraulating  of  mathcmaticnl  pojnts  would  towards  the  corapael 
ing  of  a  solid  body;  or  the  multiplication  of  cyphers  only, 
the  making  of  a  sum.     But  what  shall  one  day  satisfy,  hath  : 
itself  a  power  and  aptitude   thereto.     The  act,  whenever  il  ili;'" 
supposes  the   power.     Therefore  Ihc  hungry  craving  soul,  that 
would  fain  be  happy,  but  knows  not  how,  needs  not  spend  its 
days  in  making  uncertain  guesses,  and  fruitless  altemj>t^  aiid 

i  *.\iititiiilinn1lr,  Inicai>,an<]  ritiypoilii'iti.llialittsiippmln^  iliir  kiiowl(il|t« • 
theobjecl:  olliciwiv  nn  to  artiuit  rxfilirit  ilrMrDu,  Vod  ilolli  givp  ui  iH-yimil 
wlini  we  can  nxk  or  tliiiik.     Hui  ii  Ih  iiii|iu»ililr  ilic  xoul  idioiiM  tvm  lAiiittiil 
in  that,  wliici)  ujHjn  luiuwlL'<lj{a  il  is  urul«Biniu«  of)  uid  ilotit  or  wuuJd  nfii 
joe*.  ^ 
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truJ«:  it  m&j  fix  iu  hovoriog  Iboughls;   aod   upon  assurance 
.'bare  aven,  uy,  I  have  now  found  at  last  wlicro  isatisraeiion  may 
be  bad  ;  and  have  only  this  to  do,  to  bund  all  uiy  powers  hither, 
,  and  iaieml  ihis  one  thing,  the  iwRSMwinK  mynvlf  of  this  bleMoa 
rcat;  cntni-stly  to  endeavor,  and  pnlirnify  to  wait  for  it.     Hap- 
py discovery!    welcome  tiding!    I   now   know  which   wny  to 
lurn  my    eye,  and   dtri-cl   my    piirttuil.     I  shall   no  lonj;i:r  s|>cn<l 
my»cir  in  dubious,  toiWine  wanderings,  iu  anxious,  vain  in<|ui> 
ry.  I  have  found !  I  have  found  !  blessedness  is  here.     If  I  can 
but  Ket  a  li\-ely  efficacious  sight  of  (lod,  I  have  cnotiRh — Shew 
[  tne  the  Father,  and  Jt  sufficelh.     Let  the  weary,  wandering  mul 
Blliink  itself,  and  retire  to  God  ;  He  will  not  mock  iheo  with 
[shadows,  OS  the  world  hath  done.     This  is  etenial  life,  to  know 
him  the  only  true   God,  and  Jesus  Christ   whom  he  h»th  sent. 
Apart  from  Christ  thou  eanst  not  know  nor  see  tiiin  with  fruit 
LaM  omofort;  but  the  gos|)«l  revelation  (which  is  the  revcbtioa 
^of  Ood  in   ChrUt)  gives  thee  a  lovely  prospect  of  film.     Mia 
,  glory  sJiines  in  ihe  face  of  Jesus  Christ ;  and  when  by  behold- 
ine  it  Ihou  art  chaiii;ed  into  the  some  likeness,  and  findest  thy- 
self gradually  cli3tiij;ine  more  and  more  from  glory  lo  glory,  ihou 
wilt  lind  ihyself  accoi-dingly  in   a  gmiluiil  tendency  towards  sa- 
tisfaction  and  blc^edncss  :  that  is,  do  but  seriously  set  thyself 
to  study  and  conlempUtc  the  bciri^  and  attributes  of  God ;  and 
then  look  U)>on  him  as  through  the  Mediator,  He  is  willing  lo  be 
.  reconciled  lo  thee,  and  become  thy  God  ;  and  ao  long  let  thine 
eye  fix  and  dwtll  here,  till  it  aDect  thy  heart,  and  the  proper 
impress  of  the  gospel  be  by   the  Spirit  of  the  Loid  iiist^tniped 
Upon  it :  (ill  tliuu  find  Ihyself  wrouglit  lo  a  compliance  with  his 
holy  will,  and  his  imngc  formed  in  thee ;  and  ihuti  slialt  soon  ex- 
liwricncc  thou  art  enCcrinp;  into  his  rest ;  and  will  relish  u  iDorc 
[aktisTyini;  pleasure  in  (his  blessed  change,  than  all  ihy  worhlljr 
^  tensual  enjoyments  did  ever  alTord  (hee  before. 

Surely,  if  the   perfect  vision   and  porctption  of  his  glorious 

Ukcness  will  yield  a  complete  satisfaction  at  last,  the  initial  and 

piogicssive  tendencies  towaixla  the  former,  will  proportionably 

infer  the  latter.     It   is  obvious  hence  to  collect,  who  are  in  this  ,] 

;  world  ( ordinarily  and,  cttlcria  /wrifrrM,  where  more  unusual  vio- 

I  lent  temptations  hinder  not )  the  most  satisfied  and  contented 

persons;  even  those  thai   have  most  of  the  clarifying  sights  of 

God,  and  that  thence  partake  most  of  his  image,  {indeed  Script- 

uie  only  vouchsafes  the  name  to  such   xighls  of  God ;  He  that 

dulh  evil  ha(h  not  seen  God,  1  John.  3.  6.  3.   John.  II.)  such  09 

have  most  ol  a  godly  frame  wrought  into  Ihoir  spirits,  and  (hat 

b»ve  hearts  moat  attempered  and  conformed  lo  God  ;  these  are 

the  most  contented  peiaons  in  the  world.     Content  is  part  of  llio 

I  j^in  (hat  attends  godliness ;  it  conceurring,  renders  ijic  other  n 

J  great  gain  ;  godliness  with  contentment ;  ( 1  Tim.  l>.  6. )  (he  form 

koftxpressioQ  discovers  how  connatural  couteutiuent  ia  to  godU- 
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0058 ;  M  i(  titoy  were  twt  lo  be  lui-nlioned  aptfl.     Oocllinc»i,  ah 
if  lie  had  said,  is  a  very  f;ainrul  thing,  )>ut  it  you  wniild  comjtrc- 
hcnil  the  )e4tiil'i))ncss  of  it  fullj',  da  not  abstract  loo  ciiriouiily, 
tike  in  witn  il  Ihal  which  it  of  ho  near  on  alliance,  that  yoa  will 
hardly  know  how  lo  consider  them  apart ;  let  its  inseparable  ad- 
junct, coiitcnlmenl,  go  aluii^  with  it,  and  you  will  liiid  it  a  gain- 
ful ihinp  indeed.     The  true  knflwk-<!|;e  of  (>od  bo  directly  lends 
to  holiness,  and  ttiiit  to  conlenlalion,  that  it  may  be  too  evi<lently 
concluded,  that  a  discontented  peison  hath  little  of  the  one  or  the 
other,  not  luuch  knowledge  and  le&s  grace  ;  he  is  so  far  from  Ixf 
ing  like  God,  that  in  the  apostle's  language  above  we  may  H^JtH 
he  hnth  not  seen  him.     l>oth  that  person  know  God,  or  hat?-* 
ever  seen  hiui,  that  falls  not  into  the  dust,  admiriug  so  glorious  a 
Majesty  i  that  subjecis  nol  himself  lo  him,  with  loyal  affections, 
teeouniing  it  his  only  grand  eoncorninent  to  please  and  serve 
him  ?  But  the  discontented  person  tskcs  upon  him,  as  if  he  were 
(iod  alone,  and  as  if  lie  ex]>cclcd  every  creature  to  do  him  hom- 
age, and  thuui;ht  tlu-  creation  were  made  for  ihc  plcnsuro  and 
service  of  none  but  him.     Ilalh  that  person  ever  »een  God,  thi^n 
acknowlvdgC'S  liim  nol  a  suflicicnt  portion,  afu)l,»ll-comprrheiHHH 
ing  good  ?     Ilath  he  seen  liim,  that  sees  not  reason  to  trust  him, 
lo  cnmniit  all  his  cimceniments  to  him  ?     ilath  he  seen  him  that 
loves  him  not,  and  detij;iit»  nol  in  his  love  *     Ilath  he  seen  him 
that  quits  not  all  for  him,  and  iihandons  not  cverj"  private  tntercst 
(o  espouse  his ;  and  how  evidently  do  these  things  lend  lo  quiet 
and   compose   the  soul!      Discontent   proceeds   from   idolizinj^m 
thoughts  of  ourselves ;  it  is  rooted  in  self-conceit,  in  »i;lf-dep<-ndfl| 
ancv,  sclMove,  self-seeking,  all  which  des|)icable  iiiols  (or  that 
one  great  idol,  «//',  thus  vaiiously  sen'ed  and  idolisted )  one  siglit 
of  ihu  divine  glory  would  confound  ond  bring  to  nothing.     The 
sights  of  God  melt  Ihc  heart,  break  il  under  a  sense  of  sin,  aml^ 
hence  compose  it  lo  a  meek,  peaceful  humility ;  but  tlie  discoi^H 
tented  spirit  is  an  unbroken,  proud,  imperious  spirit.     The  sighlff^ 
of  God  purify  the  soul,  refine  it  from  thcdrosv  of  this  vile  world, 
make  it  daily  aspire  to  a  confunnity  unto  the  pure  and  spiritual 
natuie  of  (iod.     Hut  a  discontented  spirit,  is  a  sensual,  teirene 
!t|>irit  ( for  what,  but  such  objects  are  the  usual  matter  at  most 
men's  discontents  ?)  taking  sensualily  in  its  jusl  latitude,  it  is  a__ 
low  dunghill  spirit,  Gt  for  nothing  but  to  rake  and  scrabble  in  thfll 

din.  "■ 

I  insist  u{)on  this,  apprehending  (what  doserros  more  lament- 
ation than  it  hnth  obMervalions, )  that  too  ninny  annex  n  profess- 
ion of  eminent  giidliness  and  spiritiinliiy.  In  an  indulged,  queru- 
lous, impnlient  toinper  of  spirit ;  join  a  splendid  appearance  of 
piety,  to  an  uiitefurnu-d  perverse  frowanlness  (which  agree  as 
well  as  a  Jewel  of  gold  (o  a  swiitc's  snout )  nothing  pleases  them ; 
their  mercies  arc  not  worth  the  acknowledgement ;  their  alllie- 
lious  ijitulerablc,  not  lo  be  bonie>     They  fall  out  and  quarrel  with 
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all  occuircncci,  actions,  events  ;  neillier  man,  nor  GaA  doih  any 
ling  goud  in  tlicir  sight.     'I'hfl  world  is  nol  well  ^ovei  ned ;  no- 
'  Bg  (Mi  out  well  «9  to  themselves.      What  can  poHibl)-  be 
DUgbt  on  more  repugnant  to  the  knowledge  of  God,  ibc  grand 
ligii  of  all  religion,  and  the  very  spirit  of  the  gospel,  (hiin  this 
p«r .'     Which  wsy  do  these  tend  niid  uim,  but  to  Iv.id  snids  to 
ileasetlness  ;  to  brin^  l\\vta  into  a  peaecfiil,  b.ippy,  flali.trictl  niMo. 
ind  (rarav  .''  and  must  we,  bcr-iu^e  that  end  euniiut  he  ntt-iined 
lier«,  Uiorcforc  go  the  quite  contrary  way  ?  or  preten<l  we  iue 
win);  to  heaven  with  our  backs  turned  upon  it  ?  Sure  the  disro- 
^verica  (Jod  iww  makes  of  himself  to  us,  and  by  which  he  im- 
prvuea  bis  likeness  upon  his  own  f  though  Ihcy  ultini.ilcly  design 
BUr  .talisfaclion  and  blessedness  in  henven,  as  intemicilialc  there- 
into ;  ibey  aim  ml  the  bringing  us  into  a  heaven  upon  carlh  *,  to 
onn  us  unto  a  life  agreeable,  and  that  halh  analog)*  with  that  of 
aarcu :  unto  which  nothing  is  more  analogous  in  our  present 
fatale,  limn  that  peace  and  serenity  which  result  from  divine 
linowlcdgc  and  holiness;  nothing  mote  ineonNistent,  than  a  pee- 
rUh,  frutful,  turbulent  spirit.     The  one  i»  a  participation  of  a 
Lbright  and  mild  li):ht  from  bttaven,  ihe  other,  of  a  dark  and  ra- 
fire  from  hell.    It  is  only  God's  face,  his  glorious  likeness 
Seeled  on  our  souls,  that  shall  satisfy  hereafter,  and  make  hes- 
[  ven,  heaven.     i)e  doth  nol  now  wholly  conceal  himself  from  us, 
|bol  altogether  hide  his  face.     The  shining  of  the  saine  face  (irt 
I  what  degree  he  now  vouchsafes  it )  will  make  (his  earth  a  heaven 
,  loo.     One  i^ance  towards  him  may  transmit  a  lively  pleasant  ius- 
'  tro  upon  our  spirits  :  they  looked  on  him,  and   were  liglttened, 
1'mI.  34.  &.  And  we  live  in  the  oxpectation  of  clearer  and  more 
^im}}re»>>ve  eternal  visions.     It  will  become  us  to  extness  a  pre- 
I  sent  salisfiedness,  ptx>ponionabte  to  our  present  sights  and  ex- 
I  jiectalions ;  and  to  endeavor  daily  to  sec  more,  and  to  he  more 
like  God :  that  we  may  be  daily  more  and  more  salisBed  ;  while 
we  cannot  yet  attain,  to  be  making  gradual  a|tproacheB  towards 
tl>at  bicised  mate.     By  how  much  any  have  more  of  the   vision 
ond  likeness  of  God  in  their  present  state,  so  much  they  approach 
nearer  unto  satisfaction. 

6.  We  infer ;  The  love  of  God  to  bis  people  is  gn>at,  wliicli 
hath  designed  for  them  t«  great,  and  even  n  satisfying  |;ood.  We 
cannot  overlook  the  occasion  this  doctrine  gives  us,  to  consider 
8iik1  contemplate  awhile  (he  love  of  God.  If  this  shall  he  the 
bleaMMJness  oi  his  saints,  it  is  a  great  love  (h.it  shall  he  (he  spring , 
anil  source  of  it.  Two  things  here  before  our  eyes,  discover  lb*' 
greatness  of  his  love  ; — that  it  designs  s.-tlisfaclion  to  the  person* 
meant:  an<l — that  ihey  shall  be  satisfied  with  the  divine  vidioifl 
and  likeness. 

(I.)  It  designs  thtit  satisfaction.     This  is  as  far  aslovecanij 
go.     It  is  love  to  the  uttermost :  it  dolh  not  s.iti-fy  itwif,  iiH  it 
^  saiififjr  them.     Il  is  love  to  spiare  an  enemy,  to  relieve  a  stranger  ;• 
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but  to  natisfy  for  erer  them  (hat  werv  both ;  tbia  mxn   exirerib 
all  (h«  wonted  measures  of  )ovt^.     Much  lor«  is  shewn  iii  t 
forgiveness  of  tsin  inlhcsupj));  of  necessities ;  but  herein  (as  th 
a|>ostl«  speaks  in  another  ruse )  is  the  love  of  God  perfected^st 
its  exercise  :  it  bnth  now  pcrfectl}'  iillsin«d  its  cod,  vrhen  it  hnlh' 
not  kit  so  mticb  as  »  craving;  denre,  not  a  wish  tinsatiEJled ;  ih 
soul  cnnmit  sny,  '*  I  wish  i(  were  Im-iI(t  ;  0  (hat  I  had  but  this  one' 
thinR  more  to  complete  my  happin<'M."     It  hath  neither  pretence 
nor  inclination  to  think  such  a  thought.  Divine  love  is  n»w  at  rest; 
It  was  travailing  big  witli  gracious  designs  before ;  it  hath  now  d 
livcrcd  itself.  It  would  rather  create  new  heavens  evcrr  moment, 
than  not  satisfy  :  but  it  hath  now  done  it  to  the  full ;  the  utmosi 
capacity  of  the  soul  is  filled  up ;  it  can  be  no  happier  than  it 
This  is  lore's  Iriuinph  over  all  the  miserios,  wants,  and  dcst 
of  a  languishing  soul:  the  appropriate,  peculiar  glory  of  di 
lore.     Il  all  the  excellencies  of  the  whole  creation  bcMdes,  we 
contracted  into  one  glorious  creature,  it  would  never  he  capabi 
of  this  boast,  I  have  satisfied  one  soul.     The  lore  of  Go<!  leavci 
none  unsatisfied,  but  the  proud  despisersof  it.     Now  is  (he  cle 
nal  sabbath  of  love.     Now  it  entei-s  into  rest,  baring  fint»licd  a! 
its  works ;  it  views  (hem  over  now  with  dc!if;ht,  for  lo  !  they  an 
all  cood ;  its  works  of  pardon,  of  justilicalion   and  adoption  ;  i 
woHcs  of  regeneration,  of  conversion,  and  sanclification;  its 
tablishing,  quickening,  comforting  works ;  they  are  all  good, 
in  Ihem>tclve5,  and  in  this  their  end,  the  satisfaction  and  reposi 
of  blessed  souls.     Now  divine  love  puts  on  the  emwn,  aseendi 
the  throne,  and  the  many  myriads  of  gloHHed   spirits  fall  dowi 
about  it,  and  adore  :  all  profess  In  owe  lo  it  the  satisfying  pie: 
gurefl  Ihey  all  enjoy.     Who  can  consider  the  unspeakable  sati- 
faction  of  those  blessed  spirits,  and  not  also  reflect  upon  this  ex< 
alted  greatness  of  divine  love  ! 

($.)  It  is  ag.iin  great  love,  if  we  consider  wherewith 
shall  he  satisfied.  The  sight  am)  participalinii  of  the  divine  gl 
ry,  his  face,  his  likeness,  hi.-*  re|ire»irnied  ami  impres*e<i  glor 
There  may  be  great  love  that  never  undertakes,  nor  studies 
satisfy  all  Ihe  desires  of  the  persuns  we  cast  our  love  upon,  e 
[lecially  where  nothing  will  satisfy  but  high  and  great  matter: 
The  love  of  (iod  knows  no  diflieulties ;  nor  can  he  overset.  Tf 
greater  the  performance  or  vouchsal'ement,  the  more  suitable 
divine  love.  It  hath  resolved  to  give  the  soul  a  plenary  sal! 
faction,  perfectly  to  content  all  its  desires:  and  since  noihin 
else  can  do  il,  but  an  eternal  beholding  of  the  glorious  f:ice 
the  divine  majesty,  and  a  transformation  into  his  own  likencs 
that  sliall  not  he  withheld.  Vcn,  it  hiilh  created,  refined,  etAwi 
ed  its  rapacity  on  purpose,  that  it  might  heftati!<ftcd  with  nolhfn 
less.  Rieal  love  may  sometimes  Im  signified  by  a  glance;  ih 
offered  view  of  a  willing  face.  Thus  our  Lord  .lesus  invites 
church  to  discover  her  own  lore,  a»d  answer  his,  Let  me  see  tfa 
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fnc«,  8tc.  Cant.  t.  14.  Love  ia  oot  more  bocomiiigl^'  expressed  or 
graliGcd,  ihaii  by  mutual  look«,ij^  nrnar,i6i  ocutua.     Ilow great 
is  thfll  love  tlial   purposely  lays  aside  (he  vail,  thai  never  turnB 
away  its  own,  nor  pcrmils  ttie  avoiaion  of  ihc  bt^holdcr'a  eye 
throughout  eleniily.     Now  we  sec  in  a  glass ;  then  fac4!  to  fare 
AS  if  never  w«arj  of  beholding  un  eilbet  [Kitl ;  but  on  thnl  part 
(he  condescension  lies,  is  the  lidiisctrideiit  admirable  love.  That 
■  gvncroiis  beneliceDl,  the  other  (lUl  it  b«  satiBiicd  here)  a  cra- 
ving, indigent  love.     And  how  inexpressible  a  condescension  ig 
thia^     Poor  wrelchcs!  many  of  whom,  possthly,  were  once  so 
low,  that  a  strutling  grandee  would  lure  tlioiigtil  himself  nlTroDl- 
«d  by  (heir  look,  and  have  met  with  tlireatening  lebukes  by  their 
over>dan'ng  venturous  eye  ;  lo  now  (hey  are  periuiited  (to  stand 
before  princes;  that  is  a  mean  thing)  to  feed  their  eyes  with  di- 
Tineetory,  lo  view  llie  face  of  (ioil.     He  seta  them  befoic  his 
face  lor  evei.     And  that  eternal  viiion  begets  in  them  an  eternal 
likeness;  they  behold  not  a  glorious  Cod  with  deformed  souls; 
that  would  render  them  a  pcri>elual  abomination  and  torment  lo 
themselves.     Love  cannot  permit  that  heaven  sliould  be  their 
tUliciion  ;  that  they  should  bavn  cause  lo  loath  and  be  weary  of 
ibemsolves  in  that  presence.     It  satisfies  tliem,  by  clothing  and 
filling  (hem  with  glory  ;  by  making  them  partake  ol  the  divine 
likeness,  as  well  as  t>eboId  it.     It  is  teckoiwrd  a  great  cxpreasion 
of  acomplying  love,  but  (ogivca  picture;  when  the  parties  loved 
only  pcnuit  iht:m$elves  to  view  in  a  mute  representation  a  vica- 
rious face.     This  i^  much  mure  a  vital  image  (as  before)  God'a 
own  living-likeness  propagated  in  the  soul ;  the  inchoation  of  it  la 
'  called  the  divine  love,  the  seed  of  God.     What  amazing  love  is 
.  this,  of  the  gre«t  Ood  to  a  worm !  not  to  give  over  till  he  havo 
assimilated  it  to  his  own  glory;  till  it  appear  as  a  ray  of  light 
I  begotten  of  the   Father  of  lights!  Every  one,  saith  the  apostle, 
j  llut  doth  righteousness  is  born  of  bito  ;  1  John.  3.  29.  and  then  , 
it  follows,  behold,  what  manner  of  love — 3.    I.  to  be  the  sons  of 
I  God  ;  to  be  like  him,  to  sec  him  as  he  is,  li.e.     Ilow  great  a  word 
.  that  (simken  in   reference  to  our  present  state) — to  make  us 
rtakers  of  Au  holiness.     Heb.  12.  10.     And  (aswell  it  might) 
is  iitslanced  as  an  eStxi  and  argument  of  love,  (for  sure  chast- 
[enjng  Itself,  abstracted  from  that  end  of  it,  doth  not  import  lore) 
[whom  iho  Lord  loveth  he  chastencth — and  then  hy  and  by,  in 
[the  same  series  and  line  of  discourse  is  adde<t — to  make  us  par. 
■  takers  of  his  holiness.     I^vo  ^Iways  either  supposes  similiiiide, 
[or  inli-nils  it;  and  is  sufficiently  nr);iied  by  it  either  way.     And 
jsure,  ibo  love  of  G<Ni  cannot  be  more  directly  cspressed,  than 
tin  bis  first  intending  lo  in^ike  a  pow  »oul  like  him,  while  he  lores 
lit  with  compassion  ;  and  then  impriniingand  perfecting  that  like- 
less,  tlial  be  toay  love  it  with  eternal  delight.     I.i0ve  is  here  (h* 
[first  Bi»d  the  1«M,  the  beginning  and  end  in  all  this  busioeM. 
vol.  I.  IS 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


7.  latenneti.  Thni  nnco  tlili  blnwediitM  i*  limiiui)  lo  a  <)uaJiGci]  aubji  _ 
in  riictili-iMianviai,''  t)ii-  uiiri|;liii-oui  are  nti-etMuily  \eA  ekcludcil.  if.  lattr- 
tnrc^    Tluii  n|!)it(H>iini«ti  m  uo  vaiu  tiling,  in  lut  niiicii  u  It  bull  M  tia|ip' 

Ml  IMUO,  Mill  <1»1(  ci>  w«IL 


7.  C-ontiidorinfc  tliis  blpssednes?  i»  nol  rorninon  Sut  limilcd  to* 
qualificil  su))jt>cl  "  1  in  rigtiieoustieB6,"  a  person  clothed  in  right- 
eousness :  it  evidently  follows,  ihe  unrighteous  are  necessiirily 
excluded  and  shut  out,  can  Iiavc  no  part  nor  portion  in  this 
blessed neju.  The  same  Ihinf;  that  (he  npo^lle  Iclls  us,  without 
xn  inferGncc ;  Know  vc  nut  ihnt  the  unrighli-oiiM  shnll  not  in- 
herit the  kinj^dom  of  Cud,  &r.  ( 1  Cor.  6.  9.)  inliniaiinK  thai  lo 
be  a  mo!it  oonlesAod  known  ihinf; :  know  ye  not  ^  is  it  possibie 
re  can  be  ignorant  of  this  !  The  nadiral  nece-iHity  of  what  halli 
been  here  inferred,  hath  been  argued  already  from  the  coosjde- 
ralion  of  the  naturo  of  this  blessedness.  The  legal  necessity  of 
lt«  arising  from  the  divine  will  and  law,  is  that  I  mainly  intend  at 
present.  By  such  a  necessity  also,  (hey  arc  excludeil,  who  by 
nod's  rule  (acconhngto  whteh  tlic  supreme  judf;menl  mu»l  Iw 
Managed)  shall  be  fDiind  unri^hlrous :  those  ib^it  eomv  not  up  lo 
Iho  terms  of  ibe  gospel -covenant ;  never  acnepled  (he  o(Te.-s,  nor 
submitted  lo  the  commands  of  it ;  and  (hat  hence  consequently 
are  unrelated  to  Christ,  and  ununited  lo  him  ;  no  way  capable 
of  adranla.i;G  by  his  most  perrcct  and  all-suflicient  rigbteou^iess, 
tiiat  alone  fully  answers  all  Ihe  exactions  and  demands  of  the 
covenant  of  works  :  and  so,  who  arc  at  last  found  unrighteous 
by  the  old  law  and  the  new,  (ho  law  bolh  of  the  ('rcaittr  and 
Kedeemer  (oo.  There  is  the  same  necessity  these  sliould  be  ex- 
cluded, as  that  God  should  be  just  and  true.  The  word  is  gone 
forth  of  his  mouth  in  righteousness,  and  cannot  return.  lie  did 
not  dally  with  sinners,  when  he  seltled  those  constitutions,  whence 
Ihls  necessity  results.  He  is  nol  a  man,  (hat  he  should  lie  ;  nor 
the  son  of  man,  thai  he  should  Kpen(.  A  heathen  understood 
so  much  of  the  nature  of  God. 

I  have  thought  some  times,  .with  much  wonder,  of  the  stupid 
fnllyof  unsanclilicd  hearts;  trfey  are  even  confounded  in  their 
own  wishes;  and  would  hare  (in  order  lo  their  security)  they 
know  not  what.  Were  the  question  faithfully  put  to  the  very 
heart  of  such  a  one,  what  wouldst  thou  have  done  in  order  to  (hy 
eternal  safety  from  divine  wrath  and  vcngcauce  ?  would  not  the 
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hnvwet  he,  0  that  God  would  recall  those  severe  constltuttons  ho 
hath  mado',  and  not  iasiat  eo  strictly  on  what  he  hath  reijiiirud 
'  in  Ihe  gospel,  in  order  to  th<;  Kalv^tion  of  sitincrs.     Hut  foolish 
iwreloh!  doM  thou  know   wliut  Diou  sajrcot !  wouldst  (hou  have 
[  God  repml  the  gos)»«l,  tliiit  thou  inuycst  be  (he  more  secure  ?  in 
'wb«t   «  ea*e  >rl  thou  (hen.'     llaM  thou  do  hogic  if  the  gospel 
I  Itand  in  force  ?  what  hope  wilt  thou  have  if  it  do  not  *     Must 
the  hopes  of  all  (he  world  be  ruined  to  establisli  ihine  ?  nnd  jrct 
leave  Uiem  involved  in  the  conimon  ruin  too  ?     What,  but  the 
eospel  pvGs  the  lc;>st  hupo  to  ajwslate  sinners?  There  is  now 
ibvpe  for  llie«  tti  thi;  Ko.ipol-promi^e,  if  thou  return  to  God.    Let 
'  Ihe  wicked  loritake  his  wajr,  aiid  the  unriglKvotisman  his  thoughts ; 
and  let  him  (urn  to  the  Lord,  and  he  will  have  mercj  upon  oiio  ', 
,  aiHl  to  our  Uod,  and  he  n'ill  abundandj-  pardon.  Isa.  55.  7.    But 
lake  away  (be  gospel,  and  where  art  thou  ?  Were  it  possible  for 
I  thee  to  repent,  and  become  a  new  man  ;  what  settles  the  eonnes- 
lon  bc(we('n  r<;pciitance  uiul  salvation,  but  the  go5]>el  promise  ? 
Will  Uur  vioU(<xl  liiw  of  works  accep(  ihy  repentance  instead  of 
lotwdienee.^     l>oth  it  not  expressly  prccladc  any  sueh  especta- 
jlion  ?     Uoth  it  give  any  giound  (o  look  for  any  (hing  bu(  death 
|«fter  sin  ?     Thou  must  therefore  fly  to  the  gospel,  or  yield  thy- 
■elf  lost.     And  know,  it  contains  none  but  faithful  antf  true  My- 
ings,  that  have  more  8(abili(y  in  them  tban  (he  foundulions  of 
'heaven  and  earth:  therefore  (-xpeir(  nothing  (o  be  altered  for 
'  thy  sake.     The  gosjx-l  cun)>(itutiun  »as  settled  long  before  tliou 
Waal  bom:  Ihou  comest  too  late  wilh  ihyexeeplions  (if  thou 
fludst  any)  against  it.     Remember  therefore  this  i«  one  of  (he 
I  unalterable  ueterminalions  of  this  gospel,  without  holiness   thou 
[•halt   never  see  Goil,    or  (wbiefa  amounts  to  the  same)   tliou 
canst  not  behold  his  face  but  in  righteousness.     There  is  no  word 
I  in  all  Ihe  Bible  of  more  certain  truth  tlianthis.     In  thisabo  how 
[apt  are  sinners  fooli»lily  (o  entangle  (lurmselvcs !     The  gospel  is 
,  and  to   be  believed,  till  they  meet   wilh  something   that 
l^roasea  them,  and  goes  against  the  bair,  and  then  diey  hope  it  ia 
inotso.     But  vain  man!  if  once  thou  shake  the  truth  of  God, 
rbat  wilt  (hou  stay  thyself  upon  ?     Is  God  true  when  he  promi- 
tses?  and  is  he  no(  as  true  when  he  threa(ens^  If  that  he  a  true 
juytng,  *^  Say  to  Ihe  righieotis,  it  .ihnll  bo  well  with  him," — is  not 
tthat  u  much  to  be  regarded,     "  Woe  to  the  wicked,  it  shall  be 
,  ill  with  him  ?     Tiie  righteousness  of  the  righti;ous  »linll  be  upon 
[hlu,  and  the  wickedness  of    the    wicked  stiall  be  upon  hint.** 
[Are  not  these  of  e4)uat  authority?     If   thou  hadsi   any  reason 
\io  hope  tbou   maycst   be   happy   though  thou   never  be  right* 
eou5 ;  ii  there  not  as  much  reason  to  lear  tbou  mightest  be  mi- 
!>1«  though  thou  be  ;  since  the  one  is  as  much  against  the  flat 
^•XpTMB  word  of  Ood  a«  the  other  ?     Let  not  thy  love  to  sin  be- 
tray thee  out  of  all  religion  and  thyt  wits  together.     Wherein 
wilt  tbou  believe  one  upon  the  bare  value  of  hi#  word,  that  will 
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Ha  to  UiM  in  anj  thing  f  Ye»,  and  at  it  is  tlie  tame  authoritf 
that  is  affronted  in  every  cocnroand,  whence  disobedience  to  one 
fa  a  breach  of  all;  to  is  the  aaiue  veracity  dented  in  evcrrtrulb, 
and  Ihe  disbelief  of  one  belies  all ;  and  wilt  Ihou  believe  him  in 
any  thing,  thou  hast  proclaimed  it  lisr  in  every  thing  i  Therefore, 
•0  little  liaM  (hou  gained  by  disbelieving  the  divine  revelation  in 
this  thing,  that  Ihou  hast  brought  thyself  lo  thia  miserable  dilem- 
ma ;  If  ihe  word  of  God  he  false,  thou  hast  no  foundation  of  any 
faith  left  thee,  if  it  be  true,  it  dooms  thee  to  eternal  banisliment 
from  his  blessed  face,  while  thou  remaincst  in  thy  unrtghleoiisnesa. 
It  will  not  be  (hy  advantage  (hen  to  disbelieve  this  gospel -record, 
but  to  consider  it,  and  take  it  to  heart ;  it  wih  prove  never  the 
leas  true  at  last,  for  that  thou  will  not  believe  it,  Shall  thy  unbelief 
make  the  truth  of  God  of  none  effect  ?  And  if  Ihou  wouldil 
but  reasonably  consider  Ihc  case,  methinks  thou  shouldst  soon 
be  convlHccd.  Since  thou  acknowled|;est  (as  I  suppose  ihee  to 
do)  that  there  are  two  stales  of  men  in  the  other  world,  a  slate 
of  blessedness,  and  a  stale  of  misery ;  and  two  soils  of  men  in 
this  world,  the  rightct^us,  and  the  unriffhteous:  let  tby  reason 
and  conscience  now  judg;e  who  shnll  be  allotted  to  Ihc  one  state 
■nd  who  to  Ihc  other.  Sure,  if  ihou  neknowlcitge  a  rif^hteoua 
Judge  of  all  the  world,  thou  i^anst  t.ot  think  he  will  turn  men 
promiscuously  into  heaven  or  hell  at  random,  without  distinction  : 
much  less  canst  thou  be  so  absurd  and  mad,  as  lo  think  all  the 
unrighteous  shall  be  saved,  and  the  rie;hteou9  perish.  And  then 
what  is  left  ihce  lo  judge  bill  thnl  which  I  am  now  urging  upon 
thee,  that  when  the  righteous  shall  be  admitted  to  the  vision  of 
God's  blessed  face,  the  unrighteous  shall  he  driven  forth  into 
outer  d.irl{ness. 

It  m;iy  be  some  here  will  be  ready  to  say,  "  But  lo  what  pui^ 
pose  is  all  this,  they  were  of  the  same  mind  before,  and  cannot 
think  that  any  one  would  ever  say  the  contrary."  Nor  do  I 
think  ao  either;  but  it  is  one  thing  not  to  believe  a  conclusion 
lo  be  true,  and  another  to  profess  a  contrarjbeUef :  and  one  thing  to 
believe  a  conclusion,  another  to  think  we  believe  it.  Men  oKen 
know  not  their  own  minds.  In  practical  matters,  it  is  l>c*t  seen 
what  a  man's  belief  is  by  practice  :  for  when  any  profcM  to  believe 
this  or  that  practical  truth,  relating  lo  their  salvation,  if  they  be- 
lieve it  not  practically,  that  is,  with  such  a  belief  as  will  command 
their  suitable  practice,  it  m.ilters  not  what  belief  they  are  of,  or 
whether  they  were  oflhat  judgment  or  no:  yen,  it  will  prove  in  the 
issue  better  for  them  they  had  been  of  another,  when  their  own  pio- 
fesscd  belief  flhall  be  urged  against  them.  But  let  us  consider  ^h 
little,  how  in  practical  matteia  of  less  concernment  we  would  estli^| 
male  a  man's  belief.  You  meet  a  traveller  upon  the  way,  who 
tells  you,  the  bridge  over  such  an  unpa»sable  river  is  broken 
down,  and  that  if  you  venture  you  perish  ;  if  you  believe  him,  you 
return ;  if  you  hold  on,  he  reasonaMy  concludes  you  believe 
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blm  nol ;  Kod  will  therefor*  be  apt  to  aay  to  ytm,  if  jon  n ill  pot 
belicro  mo  jou  m.iy  make  iriaj.  Your  phjsician  IclU  jou  a  dis- 
MM  i»  growing  upon  j^ou,  Ihal  in  a  short  time  will  prove  incura- 
ble Uid  mortui,  but  if  jrou  prcscntljr  usv  Ibc  mOADs  hu  Hhnl)  pre- 
•eribe,  it  i»  cnpnble  of  an  tasy  remedy  :  how  wouM  you  your- 
self have  your  belief  of  your  physician  ju<i);o(l  of  in  ihis  case  t 
Would  you  «xpccl  to  be  believed,  if  you  should  say,  you  do  not 
At  all  distrust  your  physician's  integrity  and  judginenl,  but  yot 
you  resolve  not  to  follow  his  direelion  ;  unless  you  would  liavo 
us  brliere  loo,  that  you  are  weary  of  your  life,  Hiid  would  faiu 
be  rid  of  it  ?  There  is  no  riddlv  or  mystery  in  this,  llow  ri- 
diculous  would  men  make  themselves,  if  in  matters  of  common 
concemment  they  should  daily  practice  directly  contrary  to  their 
^firtifastd  belief.'  llow  few  would  believe  lh«m  serious,  or  in 
their  wits?  Hut  however,  call  this  Ix'lievin^,  or  wh.-it  you  will, 
[we  contend  not  a)>out  the  name  ;  the  belief  of  such  a  thiii^  c^n 
no  fuiiher  do  you  good,  you  can  be  nothing  the  bellei  (or  it, 
;  i'urlfacr  than  aa  it  engages  rou  to  take  a  course  suitable  and  con- 
iieni  to  such  a  belief.  To  believe  that  there  is  a  hell,  and 
^nn  into  it;  that  unrighleousneHs  persisted  in  will  damn  you,  and 
t  will  live  in  it !  To  what  purpose  ta  it,  to  make  yourboasta 
thia  bilh  ?  But  sinee  you  are  willing  to  call  this  believing; 
the  foregoing  rcaj^nini;  is  to  cng^ige  you  to  consider  what 
u  believe.  Do  you  behove  that  unrigliteousnc^  will  be  the 
death  of  your  soul;  wUl  eternally  separate  you  fiom  God,  and 
lh«  presence  of  bis  glory  ?  and  when  you  liave  rea.>»oned  the 
[matter  with  yourself,  you  lind  it  to  be  certainly  so:  sliould  not 
M.  thing  be  more  deeply  pondered  i  Tlie  bare  proposal 
an  evident  truth  commands  present  a^ent;  hut  if  I  further 
ud  my  mind  to  reason  o>il  the  same  thing  to  myself,  I  am  oc- 
■oocd  to  lake  notice  of  the  f;round<i,  dependencieji,  the  habi- 
of  it,  what  it  rests  upon,  and  whither  it  lends,  and  thence 
[more  discern  its  importance,  and  of  what  moraent  it  is,  than  I 
liould  bare  done,  if  upon  first  view  1  had  assented  only,  and 
tissed  it  my  tl>ou,3:hls.  And  yet  is  it  possible,  you  should 
liink  Ihi^  to  be  true,  and  not  think  it  a  most  important  truth  }  Is 
:  a  imull  matter  in  your  account,  whether  you  sliall  be  )iU-»s<>cd 
miserable  for  over  ?  whcthi-r  you  be  saved  or  perish  eternally  ! 
)r  is  it  considered  by  you,  accordinj;  as  the  weight  «f  the  n>al- 
requires,  that  aa  you  arc  found  righteous  or  unrighteous,  so 
11  it  evci  lastingly  fare  with  you  ? 

You  may  possibly  say,  you  already  conclude  yourself  righteoua 

Iterefore  no   further  employ   your   thoughts  nbout  it.      Hut  me- 

linkn,   you  should  hardly  bo   able  however   to  put  such   a  thing 

nut  of  your  thoughts;  while  as  yet  the  final  dt'lermiualiun   is 

lot  given  in  the  case.     If  a  man  have  a  question  yet  pending, 

■ntlog  his  life  or  estate ;  though  his  business  be  nevei   so 

Helew,  ho  will  hardly  forget  it,  tlie  trial  not  being  yet  past.     And 
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though  in  (his  mtltcr,  you  have  no  reason  to  suspect  error  or 
eorruplion  Jii  your  Judf^o,  (through  which  many  honest  causes 
may  miscarry  in  a  human  jixJicaliire)  yet  have  you  no  reason 
aii*peet  yoursell?  If  the  Holy  Spirit  hath  asiiureil  you,  he  hati 
not  Htupi6ed  you ;  hut  as  you  have  then  the  lesa  to  fear,  you  havi 
the  more  of  love  and  joy.  'I'hercl'oie  you  will  not  thence  mind 
fluoh  a  concernment  the  Ies8,butwiih  the  more  delight ;  and  there 
fore  also,  mo&t  prokiblv,  witli  the  more  freaueocy  and  intensioi 
What  a  jileasurc  will  it  be  lo  review  cviacnees,  oa6  say,  Lol 
here  arc  the  mediums  by  which  I  make  out  my  title  to  the  eter 
nal  inheritance.  Such  and  nuch  characters  ipve  roc  the  coof 
denre  to  number  myself  amoni;  (Jod's  ngbteoua  one*.  And 
you  lead  that  heavenly  raised  life  ?  do  you  live  in  ihoee  swct 
and  ravisliing  comforts  of  tlie  Holy  Ghost,  that  may  bespeak  yo 
one  whom  he  hath  sealed  up  to  the  day  of  redemption  ^  If  yol 
pretend  wot  to  any  such  certainty,  but  rely  upon  your  own  judj 
ment  of  your  case;  are  you  sure  you  are  ncitncr  mi»t-iken  in  ti 
notion  of  the  righteousness  rcc|uircd,  nor  in  the  application 
it  lo  your  own  soul?  Possibly,  you  may  think  youTS4>lf,  bl 
cau-oe  in  your  onlinary  dealiu);  you  wmn;;  no  man  (yourself  bi 
ing  judge, )  a  very  righteous  person.  But  evident  it  is,  whci 
the  Scripture  uses  this  term  as  descriptire  of  tiod's  own  peopU 
and  to  distinguish  between  them  that  sliall  be  saved  and  penst 
it  lakes  it  in  that  comprehensive  sense  before  explained.  And 
however,  it  rci]uires  at  least  much  more  of  thee,  under  othc 
expressions,  as  thou  canst  hardly  be  so  ignorant  but  to  knot 
And  do  but  use  thy  reason  here  a  little,  and  demand  of  thyselfjj 
is  he  lo  be  accounted  a  righteous  person,  that  thinks  it  fit 
avoid  wronging  a  man,  but  makes  no  conscience  at  all  of  wron| 
ing  <jod  *  More  particuhrly :  Is  it  righteous,  to  live  all  th] 
days  in  a  willing  ignorance  of  the  Author  of  iby  being,  neve 
once  to  inquire.  Where  is  God  my  Maker  ^  Job.  35.  10. 
it  righteous  to  foi^cl  him  days  without  number,  not  lo  have  h)i 
from  day  to  day  in  all  tby  ihought.-i  ^  U  it  righteous  to  cslrang 
Ihywlf  from  Him,  and  live  aa  without  Him  in  the  world,  whiU 
thou  livest,  movest  and  hast  thy  being  in  llim;  not  to  glorif 
Him  in  whose  hands  tby  breath  is  ?  to  be  a  lover  of  pleasure  mor 
than  God  ?  a  worshipper,  in  thy  veiy  soul,  of  the  creature  mor 
than  the  Creator !  Is  it  righteous  lo  harden  tby  heart  againi 
his  fear  and  love  ?  to  lire  under  his  power,  and  never  revcr 
ence  it;  his  goodness  atid  never  iicknowledgc  il^  to  affront  hil 
authority,  to.  belie  his  truth,  abuse  his  mercy,  impose  upon  hil 
(Nilicnce,  defy  his  justice  ;  lo  exalt  thy  own  interest  against  bis  f 
the  trifling  petite  interest  of  a  silly  worn,  against  ibc  great  all 
eom|ir<-bcn(ting  interest  of  the  common  Lord  of  all  the  worldf 
lo  cross  his  will,  (o  do  thy  own?  to  please  thyself,  to  the  dii 
plcnsinjiof  Ilini.'  whence  hadst  thou  thy  measures  of  justice, 
thii  be  just? 
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Agiin,  is  it  righteoiit  to  deny  Iho  Lord  that  bought  thee,  to 
ne^cct  (bat  great  Halvation  uhicli  He  is  the  atitliof  of.'  And 
whereas  lie  came  to  bless  ihee  in  turning  rhcc  Ironi  thine  iniqui- 
ties,  wilfully  to  remain  still  in  in  at-cursed  servitude  to  un  ? 
wlion  lie  was  made  manifest  to  destroy  the  works  of  the  devil, 
Still  to  yield  thyself  a  captive  at  his  will  ?  whereas  Ho  died  that 
ihou  mighlest  not  any  longer  live  to  thyself,  hut  to  HiJn  that  died 
for  thee,  and  rose  again  ;  and  that  He  might  redeem  thee  from 
thy  vaiji  coorej^ation,  and  that  thou  art  »>  expressly  (old,  Ihat 
such  as  still  lead  sensual  lives,  mind  eaithly  things,  have  i»ot 
their  eonversj)lioo  in  heaven,  are  enemies  to  the  cross  of  (Jhrist. 
Is  it  no  unrighteousness,  that  in  these  respects  thy  whole  life 
jld  bo  nothing  else  but  a  constant  contradiction  to  the  very 
I  of  his  dying  ^  a  perpetual  hostility,  a  very  tilting  at  his 
'\f  Is  there  no  unrighteousness  in  thy  obstinate  infidelity^ 
that  wickedly  denies  belief  to  his  glorious  truths,  arceptance  of 
his  gracinuit  oHers,  suhjeelion  to  his  holy  laws  ?  Nu  unrighlnous* 
ness  in  thy  nbsijnatc,  remorseless  impenitency?  thy  heart  that 
ennnot  rcpeni  ?  that  melts  not,  while  a  crucified  Jesus,  amidst 
his  agonies  and  dying  pangs,  cries  lo  thee  from  the  ci-oss,  O  ein- 
ner,  enough,  thy  hard  heart  breaks  mine!  yield  at  last,  and 
turn  to  God.  Is  it  righteous,  to  Vive  as  no  way  under  law  lo 
Christ?  to  persist  in  actual  rebellion  against  his  just  government, 
which  he  died,  and  revived,  aud  rose  again,  to  esiahli»h  over 
the  living  And  the  dead.'  yea,  and  that  while  thou  prelendest 
thyself  a  ehristisn  ?  In  a  word:  Is  it  nghteou.i  lo  tread  under 
foot  the  Son  of  God,  lo  vilify  his  blood,  and  despise  his  Spirit ; 
lathis  thit  riKhteousness  that  thou  talkestof?  Are  these  tbjr 
qualiAcations  for  the  everlasting  blessedness  f  If  thou  say,  thou 
eoofessest  thou  art  in  thyself,  in  these  several  respects,  Blto>. 
gethcr  unrighteous ;  but  Ihou  hopcst  the  rii;htei>u.''neM  of  Chiisl 
wilt  be  sufhrient  to  annuor  for  all :  no  doubt  Chri.st's  nghleou** 
,  ness  is  abundantly  available  to  all  the  ends  for  which  it  was 
intended  by  the  Father  and  Him  ;  but  it  shall  never  answer  all 
the  ends  that  a  foolish  wicked  heart  will  fondly  imagine  to  itftelf. 
In  short,  it  serves  to  excuse  thy  non-performance  of,  and 
■taods  instead  of  thy  perfect  sinless  obedieiicc  to,  the  law  of 
works;  but  it  serves  not  instead  of  thy  perforinnnre  of  what  is 
required  of  thee,  as  the  condition  of  the  i^ospel-eoveuant.  That 
IJirJt  shall  never  supply  ihc  room  of  fnilh,  repentance,  regcne* 
an,  holine^iS,  the  loving  of  Christ  above  all,  and  God  in 
Him  ;  so  as  lo  render  these  unnecessary,  or  salvation  possible 
without  litem.  There  is  not  one  iotu,  or  tiltle  in  the  Biblc^ 
that  so  much  as  intimates  an  unregenerale  person,  an  unbe- 
liever, an  impenitent  or  unholy  person,  shall  be  saved  hy 
Christ's  righteousness;  but  enough  to  the  contrary,  every  ona 
knows  that  hath  the  least  acquaintance  with  the  Scriptures. 
Vain  mao !  what,  is  Christ  divided  and  dirided  against  Hiiowilf  j 
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Christ  without,  against  Chrirt  within!  Hii  •ufl'erings  on  the 
croas  and  foregoing  obedience,  ngaiost  his  Spirit  and  government 
in  the  Boul  i  l)id  Christ  die  to  t^ku  awo}'  (he  Dcccntily  of  our 
being  christi.iRS  ?  And  roust  hi«  death  »errc  not  to  dcMroy  Ktn 
out  of  the  world,  but  Chrislianily  ?  Who  hath  tikught  thve  to 
wickedly  to  misunderstand  the  design  of  Christ's  dying?  And 
when  the  Scripture  so  |ilainly  tells  thee,  that  God  so  loved  the 
world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  h«- 
tieveth  in  him  should  no4  perish  but  hjive  ercrtasling  lif^HI 
John.  3.  16.  And  that  he  became  the  author  of  eternal  iialva^^ 
lion  to  tbeiu  tliat  obey  Him;  (Heb.  5.  9.)  yea,  and  that  lie 
will  come  in  flaming  firt-  to  lake  vengeance  on  ihcm  tfal  know 
and  obey  Him  not.  What  siioiild  induce  thee  to  think  ibou 
mayesl  be  saved  by  Him,  whelhorlhou  believesl  and  obeyest  or 
not?  No,  if  ever  ibou  think  to  see  Gi>d,  and  be  happy  in  Him, 
thou  must  have  a  ri^^teouimess  in  thee  resembling  his;  the 
very  product,  tbc  thing  wrought  in  the  work  of  regeneration. 
If  yo  know  that  He  iii  righteous,  ye  know  that  every  one  that 
(loth  righteousness  is  born  of  him.  Whereupon  follows  (he  dc- 
•cription  of  the  blessi:dncss  of  such  righteous  ont-s,  in  the  bo< 
ginning  of  the  next  chapter, —  They  aie  sons — they  shall  be 
like,  Eio.  So  that  in  a  word,  without  some  si^t  of  God  here, 
there  is  no  seeing  Him  hereafter;  without  some  likeness  to  Him 
now,  none  herejittcr.  And  such  as  are  destitute  of  that  heart- 
conformity  to  ihe  gospel,  wherein  tlie  evangelical  righteousness 
stands,  are  so  far  from  it,  that  we  may  say  to  them  as  our  Sa- 
▼iour  to  iJic  Jews,  Yr  have  neither  heard  his  voice,  nor  seen 
his  shape,  (John.  6.  i7.)  that  is,  you  h.ive  never  had  a  right  no 
lion,  or  any  the  least  true  glim]>»e  of  him  ;  your  hearts  are  wh< 
1/  destitute  of  all  divine  i^lpr('!<^io^s  whatsoever. 

8.  We  may  further  infer,  fi>om  this  qualification  of  the  sul 
ject  of  blessedneas,  thai  righteousness  is  no  vain  thing.  That 
is  not  in  vain,  thai  ends  so  well,  .ind  halh  so  happy  an  issue  at 
last.  Scnpliirc  tells  us,  that  the  labor  of  the  righli-ous  trndclh 
to  life:  ( I'rov.  10.  16.)  and  that  we  may  umlcrciand  it  <>f  their 
labor  as  they  are  righteous,  we  arc  more  plainly  told,  that  right- 
eousness tendeih  to  life;  (ch.  II.  19.)  and  that  to  them  that 
sow  righteousness  shall  be  a  sure  reward,  (ver.  18.)  that  the 
righteous  shall  shine  as  the  sun'iii  Ihe  kingdom  of  their  Father. 
(Matt.  13.  tS.)  the  righteous  into  eternal  life.  Ch.  35.  46. 
And  we  here  see  that  rightcousncBs  ends  in  the  blessed  eight 
of  God's  glorious  face,  in  being  snti:sficd  with  the  divine  like* 
ness.  Foolish  sinners  are  justly  upbraided  Ihat  they  spend 
their  labor  for  that  which  satii^csnot;  (Isa.  A6.  2.)  take  much 
pains  to  no  purpose ;  such  arc  all  the  works,  of  sin,  toilsome, 
fruitless;  what  fruit  had  ye  of  those  things  ( namely,  which  ya 
wrought  when  you  were  free  from  righteousness)  whereof  ye 
are  now  ashamed;  for  the  end  of  those  things  is  death.     Bat 
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(it  foUom)  being  now  made  free  from  sin,  and  t>cooi»e  Bervsnla 
lo  tiod  (wbicli  is  (Miraphnaed  alwve  by  svrvanls  lo  righleousneia) 
Jf6  have  jrotir  fruil  iinlrt  lioline-u,  and  Uic  end  evurbftJing  life. 
Horn.  <I.  ^0 — i^.  The  i'ruit  ih  a  toniinuid  inrrcase  ul'  hulincas, 
R  f;rowing  more  and  tnoro  like  God  ;  (ill  at  bit  evcrluMtint;  life, 
Mtisfaction  with  hi»  likeness,  do  crown  and  eotisummute  all. 

Vou  bare  now  what  to  answer  to  the  atheist's  probne  query, 

Wb«t  profit  is  it  to  serve  God?  to  what  purpose  to  lead  so  strict 

and  prociMt  a  life  ?     Vou  may  now  see  lo  what  puiposcitiB; 

ukd   whereunto  godliness  [which  rightcoiiHne»!i  here  included)  ia 

profitable  as  having,  besides  what  it  entitles  to  here,  iJie  promise 

o(  tltat  life  which  ia  to  eome.     There  needs  no  nwte  lo  diitcorvr 

any  thini;  not  to  be  vain  (inasmuch  as  nothing  can  be  naid  to  bu 

00,  bat  in  reference  to  an  end,  as  bciog  good  for  nothing)  than 

the  eviction  of  theac  two  thing* : — 'that  it  aims  at  a  truly  wor- 

Ihy  and   valuable  end ;   and — that  its  tendency  thereto  ia  dt- 

Lnct  and  ecrlain.     In  the  present  caso,  both  the.ie  are  obvioiu 

[taoagh  at  the  first  view.     For  as  to  the  fonuer  of  them  :  all 

the  world  will  agree,  without  disputing  the  matter,  ihal  the  laM 

end  of  man  (that  is,  which  bo  ullimaiely  propounds  to  himself) 

I  b  his  beat  good :  and  that  be  can  design  no  further  good  lo  him- 

[•elf  lluui  satisfaetion ;  nothing  aAcr  or  beyond  that:  and  what 

[can  albrd  il,  if  the  vision  and  participation  of  the  divine  glory 

l4onot?     As  to  the  Utter:  bonides  all  that  assurance  given  by 

[ Beriplure-conslitiitinn  (o  the  righteous  man,  concerning  his  fu- 

[  tore  reward,  lei  the  conscii^nces  be  consulted  of  the  moU  he- 

■otted  sinners,  in  any  lucid  interval,  and   they   will  give  their 

I  sufTnigrc  (Ualaani,  that  so  earnestly  followed  the  reward  of  un- 

I  rigfateuusness,  not  excepted,)   that  the  way  of  righteousness  is 

I  that  only  likely  way  to  happiness ;  and  would  therefore  desire  to 

jdie,  at  lea»t  the  righleotis  man's  death,  and  that  their  latter  end 

[lliould  l>n  like  his.     So  is  wi.sdoni  ()  might  rail  il  righteousness 

Jloo;  the  wicked  man   is  the  Scripture   fool,  and   (he  righteous 

|4be  wise  man)  jusiilied  not  by  her  childien  only,  but  by  her 

unemies  aim.     And  sure,  it  is  meet  that  she  should  be  more 

lopenly  Justified  by  hor  children,  and  that  they  learn  to  silci>ee 

land  repress  those  mis-giving  thoughts;  Surely  I  have  washed 

\my  hands  in  vnin,  &c.     PmI.  73.    IS.     .\nd  lie  steadfast,  un- 

[a»veable,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  forasmuch 

Ibejr  know  their  labor  is  not  in  vaia  in  the   Lord,     1  Cor.  15. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

Tvro  oth«r  uifereiic««,  IKiin  the  rAiiaidcntiin  of  ilie  iwmor  of  tlii*  hie 
iieM:  The  fomirr,  llinC  iiiniuniii-h  bb  tills  bli-HwiliWM  is  Out  «tuiii«d  in  tMt 
lifts  UiP  ptTvriit  hapinupw  of  luiiiin  miuil  in  •  gr^M  pan  cocinM  to  liap«. 
Till!  iMtcr,  UiAl  gr«at  ia  the  wiwlom  nnil  wirw'itj  of  lli«  riglilaoiHi  inMt. 
wliicli  UB\-eB  a  prcecai  tcin|K>fsr}'  hu|ipin<;Hi  and  rJiocaui,  that  wliicb  ■ 
aiMiuitBiid  future. 

Inasmuch  as  the  season  o(  ihis  Mcssci^ncss  U  not  on  this  si 
the  grave,  nor  expected  by  minis  till  thtry  awuk«  ;  wc  may  d 
Iher  JnTer, 

9.  That  their  happiness  in  the  mean  time  doth  v«ry  n 
ooDHJM  in  hope ;  or  thai  hope  must  needs  be  of  very  great 
cessity  and  use  to  them  in  their  present  stale  for  their  eomfl 
and  support.  It  were  not  othenvise  poiwible  to  subsist  in  the 
absence  and  want  of  their  highest  good,  while  nothing  in  this 
lower  world  is,  as  lo  kind  .in<l  nature,  suitable  to  their  desires, 
or  makes  any  rolorahlc  overture  to  Ibein  of  sati^factiun  and 
hap|>incs».  Others  (as  the  psalmist  observe*)  have  ihcir  por- 
tion in  this  life  ;  (hat  cood,  which  as  lo  tlie  species  and  kind  of 
it,  is  most  grateful  to  them,  is  present,  under  view,  within  sight  ^ 
Mid  (as  the  apostle  Rom.  8.  3-1.)  Hope  Ibat  is  seen  ia  not 
hope,  for  what  a  man  seelh,  why  doth  he  yet  hope  for  it  ?  Rot 
Ihow  whoHc  more  refined  spirits,  hnring  received  the  lirsl-fruitk 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  Cod,  prompt  ihcm  to  groan  after  so  " 
thing  beyond  time,  and  above  this  sublunary  sphere ;  of  th 
the  aoostle  there  tells  us,  that  they  are  saved  by  liopfi.  TK. 
(as  if  ho  should  say)  subsist  by  it;  tbey  were  never  able 
bold  out,  were  it  not  for  their  hope  ;  and  that  a  hope  too,  be- 
yond (his  life,  as  is  the  hope  of  a  christian  ;  if  in  this  life  only 
we  had  hope  in  Christ,  &c.  I  Cor.  15.  19.  The  hope  of 
christian,  as  .such,  is  suitable  to  its  productive  cause,  the  res 
rection  of  Christ  from  the  dead  ;  b«gottcn  lo  g.  lively  hope 
the  resurrectioQ,  &e.  I  Pet.  I.  3.  Tbeuce  is  it  the  hope  of 
renewed,  never-dying  life,  the  hope  of  a  blef»cd  immonnlity^ 
when-of  Christ's  resurrection  was  a  certain  argument  and 
pledf^e. 

Indeed  the  new  creature  is,  ab  ortgint,  origtrutlly,  and 
along  a  hoping  creature,  both  in  its  primum  and  its  porro 
It  is  conceived,  and   formed  and  nursed  up  in  hope.     In  its  p 
duction,  and  in  its  progress  towards  perfection,  it  is  tnani' 


niy 

I 


or  turn  mouTKovs. 


'M& 


tnfluene«i)  ihcrehy.     In  the  first  return  of  tlie  soul  tn  God,  liofic 
bein^  Ihcii  )>hrited  ns  n  part  of  Ihc  holy,  f-racious  nature,  now 
manircMly  <lisc4>v«rs  itMir,  M'hen  l)ic  soul  lice;ins  to  act,  (as  turn- 
ing aricr  lh<r  reception  of  the  Hiviiit;  inllutncc,  is  its  set )  hojto 
in8Jnuitt«jt  itwlf  into  (or  induce*  rnlh«r)  t)ii>l  very  net.     Re- 
tutoing  iii  not  thn  act  of  a  desjxiiring,  but  hoping  soul.     It   ia 
God  apprehended   u  reconcilcable,  that  allracln  and  wins  it ; 
while   he  is  looked   upon  as  an  implacable  eneinj-,  (he  soul  uatu- 
rallj'  shuns  him,  and  coini-s  nut  ni^b,  (ill  diawn  with  those  cords 
of  a  man,  ihu  h;inds  of  love.  Iloii.  11.4.     While  it  itays,  there  is 
i  DO  hope,  it  myv  wiihitl  ( des|H;rutel j'  enou)th)  1  haw  lovod  stran- 
gers, and  after  them  will   1  go.     But  if  there  he  any  ho|>e  in  Is- 
rael, eonceming  this  ihin^:  if  it  can  jret  apprehend  God  willing 
to  forgive,  then  let  us  make  a  covenant,  fee.     Ezr.  10.  2.  S. 
This  presQiilly  draws  the  hovering  soul  into  a  closure  and  league 
with  him.     And  thus  is  the  union  continued.     L'n  stead  fast  near 
in  the  covenant  of  Gw),  is  re«>lvcd  into  this  not  setting,  (Psal. 
78.  7 — IS.)  or  fixing  of  hope  in  him,  or  (which  nmounta  to  the. 
I  Mune )  netting  of  hope  in  God  is  direc(etl  an  a  mt^ans  to  steadfast- 
lliesa  of  spirit  with  him,  and  a  keeping  of  bis  covenant.     Re- 
'  rolling  souls  are  encouraged  to  return  to  the   l^rd  ujwn  tht9 
I  consideration,  that  salvation  ia  hoped  for  in  vain  from  any  other. 
(Jlt.  3.  2i.  ii.)   the  case  bcin^  indeed   the  same,  in  all  after- 
ronversions  as  in  the  first.     God   as  multiplying  to  [Mrdon,  and 
still  retaining  the  same  nnme,  the  Lord,  the   Lord  gracious  and 
'merciful,   Exod.  34.   6.  (which  name  in  nil  the   several*  that 
i  eoni)to9e  and  uakc  it  up,  is  in  his  Chriat)  invites  bock  to  him 
I  the   barkitidini;  sinner,  and  renews  bis  thoughts  of  returning. 
I  And  so  is  he  altetwards  under  the  teachings  of  grace  led  on  hy 
iliopc,  through  (he  whole  course  of  religion  towards  the  future 
[rlory.     Grace  appears,  teiiching  sinners  to  <leny  ungo<llincsfi,  &c. 
(Tit.  3.  II.    Vi.    l.'i.)  and  in  the  looking  for'the  blessed  hope, 
Itlie  glorious  upjKraring  of  ihe  great  God,  &e.     So  do  they  keep 
[UiemM-lves  in  the  tove  of  God,  lookinz  for  the  mercy  of  our 
^ord  Jesus  Christ  unto  eternal  life.     Tlius  is  the  new  creature 
irmed  in  hope,  and  nourished  in  hope,  and  if  its  eye  were  ujion 
Iptirdon  at  6rst,  it  is  more  upon  (he  promised  glory  afterwards. 
1  And  yet  th.tt  Last  end  hath  in  a  degree  its  sltractivc  influence 
[upon  it,  from   the  first  formation  of  it;  it  is  even  then  laugh(  (o 
tdetign  for  glory.      It  is  liegotlen  to  the  lively  hope,  (where 
^though  hope  be  taken  ohjectively,  a»  the  appoftilion  .'thews  of  the 
'  illowtni;;  words,  to  an  inheritance,  yet  the  act  is  evidently  eon- 
[soled ;  for  (he  thing  hoped  for,  is  meant  under  that  notion,  as 
>ped  fur : )  nnd  its  whole  following  course  is  a»  aiming  at  glory ; 
la  seeking  glory,  honor,  immor(ality,  be.  Rom.  i.  7.     Thus  is  (he 
lurork  oi  sanctilJcation  carried  on  ;  he  that  hath   this  hope  puri- 
[fielh  hiiniHilf.     t   John.  3.  3.     Thus  are  losses  sustained ;  The 
[«{ioiliug  of  goods  taken  joyfully  through  the  expceUlion  of  the 
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belter  and  eDduring  8ub«lBDec.    Hcb.  10.  34.    The  most  lu- 
xarduuH  senicen  un<lcr1iiken,  even  «n  njwstlcship  lo  ■  despjied 
Chri»l, — In  (he  hope  of  vlcrnal  UTc,  which  Uod  that  eannot  lie 
hath  prooiisod.     Tit.   I.  1.  i.    All  difficulties  eiicounlrn-d  and 
overcome,  v«  hili;  (lie  helmet  is  the  hope  of  salvation.     I  Thps.  5. 
i.      All  woi  Idly  evila  art!  williugl,v  endured  ;  and  all  mch  tioud 
thinfcs  (juitted  and  forsaken,  (or  Christ's  sake  and  his  elects'. 
And  if  the  question  be  asked,  (u  it  was  once  of  Alexandrr, 
when  so  fiank);  distributing  his  treasures  among  his  followers) 
what  do  you  reserve  for  jourself.'     The  resolved  christian  makes 
(witl)  hii»)  (hat  »h«rt  brave   re\Ay,  HOHK.     He  lives  upon 
things  future  and  uuHeen.     The  objects  any  oiie  converses  wi~ 
must,  anil  iu  which  his  life  is  as  it  were  bound  up,  art-  suitable 
the  ruling  principles  of  life  in  him.     They   that  are  after  I 
flesh,  do  savour  the  things  of  the  Scsh ;  they  that  «e  after 
Spirit,  the  things  of  the  Spirit.     Rom.  6.  5.     The  principle 
tlie  fleshy  life  ta  <cnsR;    The  principle  of  the  spiritual  life 
faith.     Sense  is  a  mean,  low,  narrow,  incomprehcnsive  prin< 
pic,  limited  to  a  (Mint,  this  centre  of  earth,  and  n  >Ct  this  iww 
lime;  it  can  reach  no  higher  than  teirene  things,  nor  fu. 
than  present  things  :  so  brutish  is  the  Ufo  of  him  that  is  led 
il ;  wholly  confined  to  matter  and  time.     Uut  the  righteous  li 
bj  faith.     Their  faith  governs  and  maintains  their  life.     Ti 
ateer  not  their  course  aceonling  lo  what  Ihej  soe,  but  aceordi 
to  wliat  lliey  believe  :  and  their  daily  siutenancc  is  by  the  uine 
kind  of  things.     Their  faith  influences  nut  their  aviioii!-  only, 
their  comforts  and  enjoyments.     They  aubsi»t  hy  Iho  things  th 
l>elicvc,  even  invisible  and  eternal  things;  but  it  is  hy  the  inl 
vcning  exercise  of  hope,  whose  object  is  the  same.     The  nymi 
having  told  us  from  tlte  prophet,  that  llie  just  shall  live  by  fail 
( Heb.  1 U.  3U. )  presently  sut^oins  a  description  of  thai  faith  lh< 
live  by,  namely,  (hut  it  is  the  substance  of  things  hoped  for, 
the  evidence  of  things  no!  M-cti ;  (Heb.   1 1.  I.)  it  substantial 
and  realises,   evidences   and  demon.ilr.'ile^    those    glorious 
jecis,  so  far  above  the  reach  and  sphere  of  sease.     It  is  constant- 
ly aent  out  to  forage  in  the  invisible  regions  for  the  nuiintenan 
of  this  life ;  and  thence  fetches  in  the  provisions  upon  wlii 
hope  feeds,  to  (he  Mrcngthening  of  (he  heart,  the  renewing 
life  iind  spirits.     Our  inward  man  (soith  the  apostle  2.  Cor. 
16.   It}.  ]  is  renewed  day  by  day  ;  while  we  look,  or  take  aim 
( which  is  next  in   the  series  of  the  discourse,  for  the  interve- 
ning verse  is  manifestly  parentlH'lical )  not  at  the  things  that  ■>4U 
seen,  but  at  (he  things  that  are  not  seen  ;  for  the  things  that  ar^" 
seen  are  temporal,  but  the  things  lha(  arc  not  seen  are  eternal. 
And  the  woru  e*vri'.vnjt  here  rendered  look  iloth   plainly  .lipni 
the  act  of  hope  as  well  as  that  of  I'nith  ;  fui  it  doth  not  imputi 
mere  intuition  or  h«Hiolding,  a  taking  imlice  oi'  iisMi'ntiiiK  only 
there  aie  aueb  tbni£s,  hut.a  desgnini^  pr  »ci>{Hi>gat  thi'ni  (wbi< 
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is  the  Ytry  «>-ord )  with  nn  »itproprlntiT«  eye. ;  as  Ihinf^s  thai  not' 

jlvilhs(an(lin)C  their  i)isl>iic4',  or  whatsoever  imauiiuiMi'.  tlilTiciihy, 

[trt  bu(Ni)  tu  fic  altaiticd  fo  and  enjoyed.     And  here  are  cvidt-nt- 

'ibo  difiiiiii-i|iartBof  laiih  aitd  hope  in  this  l>u»iiies»;  faith,  upon 

lie  ftuthoril}'  and  credit  ol'  the  divine  word  and  promine,  per- 

iuD  the  heart  that  there  is  &uch  a  f;lorious  Klalo  or  lUia^  re~ 

erved  for  the  sainta  in  general,  ( laith  caii  ^o  no  further  for  tlie 

rorti  o(  promiiK'  i;ocs  no  fiirlhcr)  and  to  Mrvcs  iimiead  of  eyes 

^|d  the  ditinc  light,  to  view  thoAO  gloriea;  or  it  presents  them 

[^■1  to  many  eub5tanti.il  rcnhtics,)  demon slratcs  Ihvm,  submits 

to  view,  whence  hope  reaches  forth  lo  them ;  contemls 

llsaituland  triumphs  over  all  attending  difficulties,  and  poaaesMS 

[laiem;  gives  the  soul  an  early  anticipated  fruition  of  them,  for 

lilt  present  support  and  relief.     So  that  it  rejoices  in  the  liope  of 

liB  doT7  of  (>od.     Rooi.  5.  2. — 13.   H.     It  tuiglil  well  there- 

!^  said,  I  had  fainted,  if  I  had  not  heliovctl,  (Psal.  il.    13. 

H.)  or  who  can  cxprets  how  sad  mj-  mm;  had  Iieen,  if  I  had  not 

ulieved?  fnrthi-rc  in  an  et<-giiiil  aposiopenis  in  the  iJehrcu  text, 

be  wonU  "  I  had  fainted"  bcinj;  MJpplieii  in  the  translation.     If 

had  nut  believed,  what  had  become  of  uie  Ihou  ?     As  ihoupch 

bad  said,  Inasmuch  as  faith  feeds,  as  it  were,  those  hopes 

rhich  more  intmcdialety  the  Lord  tnjikes  use  of,  for  the  strength* 

enioi;  his  (leoplc's  hcails,  na  it  was  intimated  in  tlie  followinf; 

is,  compared  with  I'anl.  31.   iA.     In  the  present  case  ;  faith 

ertains   the   hejiit,  uf  the  truth  of  the  promises,  so  that  thus 

soul  states  the  ca.'<«   to  iiacif ;  Though  1  have  not  walked  to 

fro  in  those  upper  reK<<>n3<  "or  taken  a  view  nf  the  heavenly 

eritsnce;  though   1  have  not  been  in  the  ihinl  heavens,  and 

an  (he  ineffable  glory  ;  yet  the  gospel-revelation,  which  hnlh 

brooght  life  and  iiumortality  lo  light,  (he  word  of  the  eternal  t^tnl, 

rbo  hath  totd  me  this  is  the  slate  of  things  in  the  ott.er  world, 

)t  but  be  true  ;  my  failh  may  therefore  he  lo  me   instead  of 

res ;  and   the  <Iivtnc  testimony  must  supply  the  place  of  light ; 

th  together  give,  methinks,  a  fair  pro^tcct  of  those  far  distant, 

jnrious  objects  which  I  have  now  in  view.     Now  this  awakens 

tj  and  makes  it  revive,  and  run  tn  embrace  what  fnith  halh 

Dvercd  in  the  promise :  In  hn|Ht  of  eternal  life,  whtHi  Cod 

at  cannot  lie  hiilh  promised.     Tit.  I.   3.  Psal.    110,  4it.     It  is 

be  word  of  (>(kI  that  causes  iIk  soul  to  hope,  ( that  is  believed, 

disbelieved,  it  signifies  nothing  with  it)  and  that  not  only  as 

contains  a  narration,  but  a  promise  concerning  the  fulur«  «»• 

I  may  without  much  emotion  of  heart,  hear  from  a  tiavcl- 

fr  the  description  of  a  ple.'uunt  country,  where  1  have  not  been; 

It  if  ili<:    Lord  of  lltat  country  give  me,  l>esi()cs  the  account  of 

Ml  ansuranee  of  tnioying  rich  and  ample  {M>sseAstons  Ihcrr, 

I  firMcally  begcta  a  lio|w,  the  pleasure  whereof  would  much 

citeve  a  pi«sent  distresM'd  eslale  ;  and  which  nothing,  but  that 

~  actual  poBHOsaiou  can  exceed.    That  it  is  not  more  so  wtlb  us 
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hpre,  admits  of  no  cxctiM'.  Is  Qod  lens  to  I)c  bclipvcd  Uianl 
man  ?  Will  wc  itciiy  liim  llie  prirjlet^c  of  being  nble  to  disct 
vtT  hi«  mind,  and  die  truth  of  things  eiedihlp,  which  wi-  oMini 
rily  ullow  In  »ny  one  that  la  nnt  a  conTiclect  liar  ?  Christ  ci 
perls  his  dJMJples  sliouM  verr  confidcnily  a^ure  IheinM-Ivcs 
the  preparations  made  for  them  in  another  world,  upon  that  vor 
ground  alone,  that  he  had  not  told  them  the  contrcrjr :  Let  n< 
Your  hearts  be  troubled,  ye  believe  in  God,  boliern  also  in  mt 
in  my  father's  house  are  many  mannons,  if  it  were  not  so,  j 
would  hav(>  told  yoti.  I  go  to  prepare,  Sic.  (John  14.  I.  8,3 
intimating  to  them,  they  ou);hl  to  have  (hat  opinion  of  his  plaii 
nesv  and  ttincerily,  as  never  to  im^ine  he  would  hare  pr»*clytf 
tlietn  (o  a  relipon  that  should  ando  them  in  this  world,  if  ihec 
were  not  a  sulficient  recompense  auciitini;  them  in  the  other,  I 
he  would  certainly  have  let  them  known  the  wotst  of  tbef 
cose:  much  more  mii;hl  he  expect,  they  should  be  confidei 
upon  hia  so  often  and  rsprt>S4ly  telling  ibem,  that  so  it  is. 
hUnlenee  might  bo  a  ground  of  hope,  much  more  his  wor 
And  surely  so  grounded  a  hope  cannot  but  be  eonsolatory,  ti 
relieving  in  ihis  sad  interval,  till  the  awakening  hour, 

10.  Since  this  blessedness  of  the  righteous  is,  as  to  the  seas 
of  it,  future,  not  expected  till  they  awake,  we  may  infer,  that : 
is  ^reat  wisdom  and  sagacity  that  guides  the  righteous  tnan*! 
choice ;  while  he  waves  a  (trcsenl  and  tcmpoiary,  and  choose 
till*  future  and  expected  blcs«'<lncwi.     It  is  true,  llmt  philosophi 
hall)  been  wont  to  teach  un,  thai  choice  or  eleetioit  hath  no  placl 
about  the  end,  because  that  is  but  one,  and  choice  always  implied 
a  competition.     Kut  that  very  reason  evinces,  that  in  our  preser 
state  and  eiLse,  choice  muat  have  place  about  tho   end.     Tha 
philosophy  might  have  suited  better  the  state  of  innocent  Adamj 
when  there  was  nothing  to  blind  and  bribe  a  man's  judgment, 
occasion  it  to  deliberate  about  the  supix-me  end,  (then  it  niigh^ 
be  truly  Mid, deliberation  itself  wa*  a  defection,)  nor  to  pcrver 
and  miHincline  hl^  will ;  and  .^o  its  ticlion,  in  projiostng  its  end^ 
would  be  simple  inleniion,  not  choice.     Hut  to  hath  the  ajxoistaey 
and  sin  of  man  blinded   and   befooled  him,  that  he  is  at  a  loMj 
about  nothing  more  than  what  is  the  chief  good.     And  though 
saint  AuguMine  (De  f'ivit.  Dei.  lib.  ID.)  reduce  Varro's  tw( 
hundred  and  eighteen  diflfering  sects  about  it  to  twelve,  that 
enough  to  prove  ( but  daily  experience  doth  it  more  convincinglj 
and  sadly)  a  real,  though  most  unjust  competition.     Therefore 
sinner  can  never  be  hle^ed  without  choosing  his  blcwtcdness 
ai»d  therein  it  highly  concernk  him  to  choos*  aright,  and  (hat 
spirit  of  wisdom  and  eouniwl  guide  his  choice.     While  man  bad 
not  as  yet  fallen,  to  deliherate  whether  he  should  adhere  to  Gai 
or  no,  was  a  ;;radual  declension,  the  very  inchoaljon  of  his  fallj 
but  having  fallen,  necessity  makes  that  a  virtue  which  was 
wickttdnesG  before.    There  is  no  returning  to  tiod  without  coa; 
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ihnfi  oat  ways.     The  sn  much  nlli^rcd  ittiUc  of  Ihc  mw,  quite 

liters  the  tui(ure  of  llie  (hinf:«.     It  wa;i  a  consulting  (o  do  evil 

bclbro  ;  now  to  do  good.     And  hence  tAno,  rhooiiiii^  (he  i^rd  lo 

our  God,  Josh.  Zl.  15.  becomes  a  necessary  duty.     Which  is 

make  choice  of  this  very  blessedness,   that  consists  in  (he 

tnowledj^C,  likeness,  and   enjojnicnl.     vVnd  now,  inasmuch  as 

lie  blossvdnofls  is  not  fully  altAincd  )>y  iho  longing  »oul,  till  lime 

ixpim  lod  iU  elcruily  comui-iicc  ;  herv  is  a  groat  discovery  of 

liat  wi*dom  which  fcuides  (hts  happy  i-hoicc.     This  is  great  wii- 

iom  in  prospection ;  in  lakinf;  care  of  the  future  ;   and  at  how 

luch  the  futlher  distance  one  can  provide,  so  much  the  greater 

['yepulalion  of  ivisdom  is  justly  acquired  to  him  ;  yea,  we  seem  to 

bUcc  the  bum  of  practical  wisdom  in  this  one  thing,  while  we 

[■^ree  lo  c<itl  it  providcncv,  undor  the  contracted  name  of  pru- 

Idence.     The  wiite  man  makes  it  nt  loaal  tin  evidence  or  part  of 

riiKlom,  when  he  icIU  us,  (he  prudent  forexeclh,  &c.  Piov.  28.  &. 

The  righteous  man  na  far  exccU  in  this  faculty,  as  that  hJA  eye 

Buks  through  all  the  periods  of  time,  and  penetrates  into  elerni- 

recommends  to  the  soul  a  blessedness  c^  that  same  stamp  and 

)loy,  that  will  endure  and  Last  for  ever.     It  will  not  content  him 

be  btppy  for  an  hour,  or  for  any  space  that  can  have  an  end ; 

ifler  which  it  shall  be  possibte  to  him  to  look  back  and  recount 

ritli  himself  how  happy  hi;  was  once :  nor  is  he  so  much  wlicit- 

>u»  what  his  prenont  state  he,  if  h«  can  but  find  he  i*  upon  safe 

erms  as  lo  his  future  and  eternal  slate.     As  for  oic,  suith  the 

Imist,  (he  herein  sorts  and  severs  himself  from  tliem  wirastt 

>rtion  was  in  this  life,)  I  ahalt  behold^ — I  ahali  be  satisfied,  wb«B 

awoke  ;  Esl  btnt  non  poltiU  diccre,  dicil  erit,  he  could  7tot  aaif 

'  UMM  mil  irilk  him,  bul  ahaU  be,  as  though  he  had  saiil,  Ld  tlie 

irblind,  shortsighted  woaualist  embrace  thisprcMnt  world,  who 

I  attc  no  further  :  let  mc  have  my  portion  in  the  world  to  come; 

ay  my  huuI  always  lie  open  to  the  impression  of  the  powers  of 

|lhe  corning  world  ;  and  in  this,  so  u»e  every  thing  as  to  l>e  under 

[4he  power  of  nothing.  What  are  (he  pleasures  of  sin,  that  ate  but 

ifur  a  season  ;  or  what  the  sulTerings  of  this  noiv,  this  moment  of 

lafBiction,  to  the  elory  that  shall  be  revealed,  to  the  exceeding 

ind  eternal  glory  r    lie  considers,  patient  afilicted  godiinesA  will 

riumph  a(  last,  when  riotous,  raginic  wiekcdness  shall  lament  for 

lever.     He  may  for  a  time  weep  and  mourn,  while  the  world  re- 

>ic€s;  he  may  be  sorrowful,  bul  hissoirow  shall  be  turned  into 

ny,  and  bis  Joy,  none  »hall  lake  from  him.  f  John   16.  ^0,  'H.) 

f^urely  here  is  wisdom;  tliLs  is  the  wisdom  tnat  is  from  above, 

laul  tends  thither.     This  is  to  be  wise  unto  salvation.     The  right- 

leous  man  is  a  judicious  man  ;  he  bath  in  a  measure  that  judgment 

I  (wherein  the  apostle  prays  the  Philippians  might  nhoiind,  I'hil. 

1.  6,  10.)  to  approve  things  that  are  excclleni,  and  accotdingly 

f to  make  iiiA  choice.     This  is  a  senium  {little  thought  of  hy  tho 

lot)  wherein  that  sober  sfwech  of  the  votuptuous  pUiloMplieT' 
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(l-'|>i4>Hru>)  Is  tiHUt  rcroEnlj' 
willioiit  liTins  wisely. 


rannot  live  hnppjlj 
No  iMJin  fclmll  cv«r  enjoy  ihe  cloniiil 


ploasufcs  hfrearier,  (hat  in  this  acquiU  not  himsfiir  wiwiy  hero^H 
even  in  ibis  clmosing  the  hctlcr  part,  that  sliall  never  be  ''''■HI 
from  him.     In  Ihis  (he  plain  righteous  man  oul-vies  (he  greatea^^ 
aophifits,  the  seribe,  tho  disputer,  the  politician,  the  prudent  aam- 
muiiisl,  (he  facetious  wit;  who  in  their  ftcreral  kinds,  all   think 
iht^msiilvca  highly  lo  have  mcriicit  to  be  aceoiinlcl  wIm  :  and 
that  lhi«  point  of  winlom  shonid  escape  their  notice,  and  b«  tho 
principal  thing  with  bim,  cnn  be  resolveil  into  nothing;  cIm  b 
lh«  divine  good  pleasure!  In  this  contemplation  our  Lord  J«i 
Christ  is  Kiid  to  have  rejoiced  in  spirit,  (it  even  put  hia 
compreheniiive  soul  into  an  ecstasy,)  Father,  1  thank  thee, 
of  heaven  and  earth,  that  (houha^t  hid  these  ihiDgfl  from  (be  wise 
and  prudent,  and  rfvealed  them  to  babes;  even  bo  Father,  be^ 
cau»e  it  plcaited  thee  '.  Luke  10.  21.     Here  wu  a  thing  fit  to  ' 
reflected  on,  as  a  piece  of  divine  royalty ;  a  part  worthy  of  th' 
Lord  of  heaven  and  earth !  And  what  gterious  opirit  would  it  tvnt 
amaze,  to  wei^h  and  ponder  this  cas<?  awhile ;  to  see  men  excel, 
ing  in  alt  other  kinds  of  knowledge,  so  far  excelled  by  those  th 
most  contemn,  in  the  highest  point  of  wisdom ;  such  as  kno' 
bow  to  search  into  the  most  abstruse  mysteries  of  nature ;  t^ 
can  unravel,  or  see  ihroiigh  the  most  perplexed  intriguts  of  Mat 
that  know  how  to  save  their  own  Make,  and  secure  their  priva 
interest  in  whatsoever  timca;  yet  so  link' seen  (often,  for 
many  wise)  in  the  matters  that  cnm-ern  an  eternal  felieily !  Tt 
puia  me   in  mind  of  what   1  find  ohserve<t  by  some,  demenlia 
quoad  hoc,  parliciitar  madneaa  as  it  is  called  ;  when  persotis, 
every  thing  else,  capable  of  sober  rational  discourse,  when 
bring  them  to  some  one  thinf;(lhat  in  refer«nco  to  which 
became  distempered  at  first)  they  rare  and  are  |wrleolly  nottij 
how  many  that  can  manage  a  discourse  with  great  reason 
judgment  about  other  matters,  who  when  you  come  to  dtscour 
with  them  about  the  affairs  of  practical  godliness,  and   wbii 
most  directly  tend  to  that  future  state  of  blessednew,  they  ar 
as  at  their  wits  end,  know  not  what   to  say;  they  Bovour  no 
those  things  f    Those  are  things  not  understood,  but  by  such 
whom  it  is  given  :  and  surely  that  fpven  wisdom  ii  the  most  es. 
cedent  wisdom.     Sometimes  Cod  doth,  as  it  were,  so  far  gratifjj 
the  world,  as  to  speak  their  own  language,  and  call  them  wia 
(hat  alTc-ct  to  be  calle<l  so,  and  that  wisdom  which  thev  wouM 
fain  have  go  under  that  name;  (Moses  it  is  said  was  skilled  il 
all  the  wisdom  of  Kgjpt,  &c.  Acts.  7.  H.)  but  at  other  times  ' 
expressly  calls  those  wise  men  fools,  and  their  wisdom,  fully  an 
miulness;    or    annexes  some  disgraceful  adject  for  distinetio 
sake ;  or  applies  those  appellatives  ironically,  and  Jn  manifei 
derision.     No  doubt,  but  any  such  )»crsnn  as  was  represented  ii 
tbc  parable,  would  have  thought  himself  to  have  done  the 
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of  a  very  wiae  man,  in  cnlcrltunin^  such  itcliberalion  and  re- 
wlvMt  u  we  fiud  lic!  hail  tlivrc  with  himself  how  g(r<inge  waa  thatvl 
to  bis  e«r»,  Thou  Tool,  ihii*  nif^ht  sliull  ihvy  reuuirc  thy  soul.  &g.,| 
Luke.  12.  20.     Their  wiwloiu  is  flomeliiRfs  »aid  to  be  foolish ;   or  1 
else  cxllrd  Ibe  wisdom  of  the  flesh,  or  He.thly  ivisdom ;  tiftid  (o 
ha  earthly,  sensual,  devilish ;  they  are  snid   to  he  wine  to  do 
evil;  while   to  do  good    they    have  no  understanding ;  thoy  are, 
brought  somctimiMi  as  it  wcro  upon  the  stage  with  their  wisdom, 
lobe  Uio   mailer  of  divine  triumph;  where  is  the  wise?  >nd,i 
I  that   which  they  account  foolishness  is  made  to  confound  their.) 
wijdom.     Aitd  indeed  do  they  deserve  to  be  ihoudil  wise,  (bat|< 
are  so  busily  intent  upon  tnomenlary  Inrtcs,  and  trifle  with  eter-. 
nal  concernments.'  that  prefer   vanishing  ahiidows  lo  the  ever- 
laslii^  glory  ?  that  follow  lying  vuntlics,  and  fornakc  their  own 
nercies?     Yea,  will  they  not  cease  to  be  wise  in  their  own  eyes- 
•Im,  when  they  see  the  issue,  and  reap  the  fruits  of  their  fooli^,^ 
'  choice  ?  when  they  And  the  happiness  they  preferred  before  ihit. 
eternal  one  is  quite  over;  and  nothing  remains  to  them  of  it,< 
,  but   an  afflictive  remembrance  ?  (hat  the  torment  they  were  told 
would   follow,  is  hut   now   hoginning,  and  without  end?  when 
itkey  bear  from  the  mouth  of  their  imiurtiid  judge;  Itcmcmbcr, 
foo  in  your  life-time  had  your  good  things,  und  my  faithful  ser- 
inotfl  their  evil ;  now  they  must  be  comforted,  and  you  lonaent- 
^cd?  when  they  are  told,  you  have   received  (Luke6.  !t4.  25.) 
the  eoosotatioii ;   you  were  full,  ye  did  laugh,  now  you  mu^  < 
pioe,  and  mourn  and  weep  r     Wilt  they  not  then  be  as  leady  to 
befool   lh<:mvolves,  and  say  as  ihcy,  ( Wisd.  5.  4.)     See  those 
rri|^Uoua  onett  uri!  ihcy  whom   we  sometimes  had  in  derision, 
luid  for  a  proverb  of  reproach  ;  we  fooU  counted  iheir  life  mod- 
[liM*t  and  that  their  end  was  without  honor;  but  now,  how  ara.. 
'  Ihey  numbered  among  the  sons  of  God,  and  their  lot  is  among 
Ibe  saints?     They  that  were  too  wise  before,  to  mind  so  mean 
a  thing  as  religion  ( the  world   through  wisdom  knew  not  God  ;_ 
il    Cor.  I.  '-\-  strange  wisdom!)  thjt  could   so  wisely  hallle  con- 
BDOfl,  and  put   falLicics  upon  their  own  souls;  that  had  90  in- 
l(HM  shifts  to  cluile  conviction,  and  divert  any  serious  thought 
[from  fastening  upon  their  spirits ;  that  wete  wont  so  sUly  to  jeer 
I  holiness,  seemed  as  they   meant  lo  laugh  religion  out  of  eounte- 
nance;  *lhey  wUI  now  know,  that  a  circumspect   walking,   a 
I  faithful   ledeeioinR  of  time,  and  improving  it  in  order  lo  eternity, 
[iras  to  do,  not  as  fools,  but  as  wise  ;  and  begin  to  think  of  them- 
>|VM,  now  «l  last,  as  all  wise  and  sober  men  thought  of  Ibcm 


*F«l(y  is  joy  to  him  (hat  is  daatitiua  of  uiulMn.    Prov.  13. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 


file  oth«T  Mneral  head  of  Die  Improvement  or  iim  or  ih«  ilociniK  pr^ 
poulKlad   tfom  ll><^  trxi,  roiitaiiiins   Stamdlif,  Onnin  rul*t  or  ]»«M!ri| 
liomi  of  tliiljf  rnnnonirol  llirn^to.     I.  That  wo  Milk  to  our  nuuil*  ih«  Ul 
notion  uf  ihia  lili-HHrclni-M.     'i.  That  we  COmpBIV  ill*  ICtiijirT  of  vtu  ol 

^riui  Hii)i  ii.  nnct  Uilxir  tbeoce  (o  <llM*m  wfictbirr  we  iit>;  l^y  cinhni 

it  Or  no. 

Thus  for  wc  liave  an  aceoant  of  th«  truihn  to  be  considered  i 
weighed  that  liave  depetidence  on  the  doctrine  of  the  li-x(. 
proceed, 

tiecoHtlh/.  To  Ibe  duties  to  be  practiced  and  done  in  refexei 
thereto,  which  I  shall  lay  donn  in  the  enduing  rules  or  pf«»cri| 
tions, 

1  ■  That  we  admit  and  wttU-  Ihc  dititinpl  notion  of  this  blpsse 
ness  in  our  minds  and  judgments:  that  wc  fix  in  our  own  soul 
apprehensions  agreeable  to  the  account  this  scripture  bata 
given  OS  of  it.  This  is  a  counsel  leading  and  inlroductive  to  the 
rest;  and  which  if  it  obtain  with  us,  nill  have  a  general  influ- 
ence upon  the  whole  course  of  that  practice  which  the  doctrine 
already  opened  calls  for.  As  our  apprehensions  of  this  blesMd* 
lies*  arc  more  dititinct  and  clear,  it  may  be  expected  more  pow- 
erfully to  command  our  hearts  and  lives.  Hence  it  is,  in  great 
part,  the  spirits  and  oonversalions  of  christians  have  so  little  s*- 
voor  and  appearance  of  heaven  in  Ihem.  We  rest  in  some  gene- 
nt  and  confused  notion  of  it,  in  which  there  is  little  either  of 
efieacy  or  pleasure ;  wc  descend  not  into  a  particular  inquiiy 
■ltd  consideriilion  what  it  is.  Our  thoughts  of  it  are  gloomy  and 
obscure;  and  hence  it  is  our  npiril  is  nalunlly  liMkss  and  in- 
diflerent  towards  it,  and  rather  contents  itself  to  ail  still  in  a  re- 
giOD  all  lightsome  round  about,  and  among  objects  it  bath  some 
present  acquaintance  with,  than  venture  itself  forth  as  into  a 
new  world  which  it  knows  but  little  of.  And  hence  our  lives 
are  low  and  carnal :  they  look  not  as  though  wo  were  seokiog 
the  heavenly  counliy,  and  indeed  who  cun  be  in  good  cktrmI 
in  seeking  after  un  unknown  !«laie  r  This  is  owing  to  our  negli- 
gence and  infidelity.  The  blo^ised  Go«)  halh  not  Ih-co  sliy  and 
reserved ;  bath  not  bidden  or  concealed  from  us  the  glory  of  the 
other  world ;  nor  locked  up  heaven  to  us  ;  nor  left  ua  to  the  un- 
certsin  guesses  of  our  own  imagination,  the  wild  fictions  of  an 
ungiiidcd  fancy  ;  which  would  have  created  as  a  poelicjil  heaven 
only,  and  have  mocked  us  with  fabe  clysiums:  but  though  much 
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be  jeC  within  (lie  vail,  h«  lialh  been  liberal  in  liis  discoveriasHM 
us.  Life  and  imniorlalilj-  ue  brought  to  liglit  Jii  tlic  ^wpcl.  1 
Th«  future  blessedness  (though  some  refined  oeAthens  have  hud  I 
near  guesses  at  it )  is  cerLninly  iij)prehensibte  hy  the  nif-niniie  I 
only  of  God'a  rcrelalion  o(  it :  for  who  can  dctciniine,  wilh  cer«  I 
lainty,  of  the  eflecls  of  divine  Rood  plensure,  (it  is  your  F«ther'tfl 

Cud  plcasiire  to  give  you  a  kingdom?)  Who  can  tell  befoie- I 
nd  M'liui  so  free  and  tiouridlc»s  f;oodnvjis  will  do,  further  I  baa  I 

u  he  himself  discover*  it  ?  The  diwovery  is  aa  free  ax  the  do- 1 
.  aaliou.  The  things  that  eye  lialh  not  seen,  and  car  hath  not  I 
;  heard,  and  which  hare  not  entered  into  the  heart  of  man,  God-I 

hath  revealed  to  us  by  his  Spirit :  ( 1  Cor.  2.  G.)  and  it  followi^l 
,  Ter.  12,  We  ba/e  received   the   Spirit  of  Ciod,  that  we  mifchtl 

know  the  lhing;s  freely  given  us  of  Uod.  The  Spiiit  is  both  the! 
1  principlu  of  the  external  revelation,  as  having  inspired  the  Kiip-I 
:  lures  which  fore&liew  this  glory,  and  of  the  internal  revelation ■ 

■loo,  to  cnlighlen  blind  loinds  that  would  olherwi»e  (fUfuvn^A*)! 
I  nttrer  be  able  to  discover  tilings  at  so  great  a  distance,  sec  aiirl 

>  off:  tlierefore  ealled  tlie  ^>irit  of  wisdom  and  revelation,  by 
which  the  eyes  of  the  uitderslanding  are  enlightened  lo  know 
llio  hope   of  that  calling,  and  the  riches  of  (he  glory   of  his  in- 

,  heritance  atnong  the  saints,  as  the  t>  there  is  most  fitly  to  be  na- 
kdered.  Eph.  I.  IT.  I 

K  But  this  internal  discovery  is  made  by  the  mediation  and  in-^ 
tMrvooicncy  of  the  external :  therefore  having  that  before  our 
teyvs  we  ore  to  apply  our  mind^  to  the  study  .-ind  consideration  of 
ik;  Kod  in  that  way  to  exjH^ct  the  free  iUuiuination  of  the  Holy 
'  Spirit.  In  the  mean  lime  wc  must  charge  out  ignorance,  and 
I  tlie  datkneu  of  our  cloudy  thoughts,  touching  these  things,  u|>i>n 

■  our  carelessness,  that  we  do  not  attend  ;  or  our  incredulity,  that 

■  we  will  not  believe  what  God  bath  revealed  concerning  tbem : 
>^  it  is  therefore  s  dutiful  attention,  and  revereotial  faith  that  must 
[  settle  and  fix  the  notion  of  this  blfissodness.  If  we  will  not  re- 
[  ^ud  nor  give  credit  to  what  (>ud  hath  diacovercd  concerning  it, 

■  we  m.ty  sit  itlill  in  a  torpid,  disconsolate  darkness,  which  wc 
•  oitrscires  are  the  authors  uf,  or  (which  is  no  less  pernicious) 
)  rompa.ss  ourselves  with  sparks  beaten  out  of  our  own  forge,  walk 
I  in  the  light  of  our  own  fire,  cheat  our  souls  with  the  fond  dream 
t  of  an  imagined  heaven,  no  where  to  be  found,  (ill  we  at  length 
I  lie  down  in  sorrow.     How  perverse  are  tlic  imaginations  of  men 

>  in  this  (as  in  reference  to  the  way,  sn)  in  respect  of  the  und  al> 
k  to;  fur  as  they  take  u|K>n  iheiu  to  fancy  another  way  to  happi- 
I  oeM  i]uitc  ItHMdi-M  and  againtil  the  plain  word  of  God  ;  so  do  they 
I  iraaicinc  lo  ihi-msclvcs  another  kind  of  bappincsA,  such  as  sliall 

(gratify  only  (heir  sensual  desires ;  a  Mahometan,  indeed  a  fool's 
<  [Mradise  ;  or  at   best  it  is  but  a  negative  heaven  ;  (bey  many 

>  limes  entertain  in  their  thoughts  (of  which  their  senre  too  is  the 
rAolyneasure )  a  state  wherein  nothing  shall  ofiend  or  inconunodo 
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ibo  flesh  ;  in  which  they  shall  nol  huneer,  nor  thtnt,  nor  feel 
wtnt :  flitd  when  Ihej  hsve  thus  stated  the  matter  in  their  own 
(bon);hts,  we  cannot  beat  them  out  of  it,  but  that  Ihcy  desire  to 
jro  10  heaven  ( namelj',  the  heaven  of  their  own  making ; )  when, 
Hid  they  conceive  it  truly  and  fully,  llu'y  would  find  their  hearts 
ta  abhor  it,  even  as  hell  ilsclf.  Theirlore  here  we  nbonld 
exercise  an  aiuhorily  over  ournclves,  and  awaken  conscience  lo 
its  proper  work  and  bunnena;  and  demand  of  it,  is  it  nol  reason 
able  these  divine  diseoreries  should  take  place  with  roe ;  hai* 
not  Ond  spoken  ]:riainly  enough.'  why  should  my  hcait  a: 
longer  hane  in  doubt  with  ine,  or  look  wislifully  towards  future 
elory,  as  if  it  were  an  uncouth  thing  f  or  is  it  reasonable  to  co'' ' 
front  my  own  imaginations  to  his  discoveries  P  Charge  conscie 
M^ilh  the  duty  it  owes  to  God  in  such  a  case  ;  and  let  his  re 
lalions  be  received  with  the  reverence  and  resignation  whii 
they  challenge;  and  in  them  »ludy  and  contemplate  the  bl 
nets  of  awakened  souls,  till  you  have  agreed  witli  yourself  fa 
bow  to  conceive  it.  Run  over  cveiy  part  of  it  in  your  tbouicht 
view  the  sevctal  divine  excellencies  which  you  are  hereafter  (o 
see  and  imitate  :  and  think  what  every  thinK  will  contribute  to 
the  satisfaction  and  contentment  of  your  spirits.  This  is  a  mat- 
ter of  un»]>cakable  eonscqnence.  Therefore,  to  he  as  clear  aa  is 
possible,  you  may  digest  what  is  recommended  to  you  in  these 
norc  particular  directions. 

(I.)  Resolve  with  yourselves,  lo  make  the  divine  revelatii 
of  this  blessedness  the  prime  measure  and  reason  of  all  your 
prehensions  concerning  it.  Fix  that  purpose  in  your  own  bira 
BO  to  order  all  your  conceptions  about  it,  that  when  you  demand 
of  yourselves,  what  do  t  conceive  of  the  future  blessedness  ? 
and  why  do  I  conceive  so  ?  the  divine  revelation  may  answer 
both  the  questions.  1  apprehend  what  God  hath  revealed,  and 
beeause  he  halh  so  revealed.  The  Lord  of  heaven  sure  beat 
understands  it,  and  can  b«M  help  us  to  the  nnderstanding  of  it. 
If  it  be  said  of  the  origin  of  this  world,  ri^ti  Hriun,  it  may  much 
more  be  said  of  the  slate  of  the  other,  we  understand  i(  by  fail 
( Heb.  II.  6. )  that  must  inform  and  perfect  our  intellectuals 
this  matter. 

(2.)  Therefore  reject  and  sever  from  the  notion  of  this  bl 
sedness,  whatsoever  is  alien  lo  the  account  Scripture  gives  us  of 
it,  Think  not    (hat  scntiual  pleasure,  that  a  liberty  of  sinnJnj 
■hat  an  exemption  from  the  divine  dominion,  distance  and  ei 
Irangedness  from  Cnd  { which  hy  nature  you  wickedly  affect )  c. 
have  any  in^edicncy  into,  or  consisleney  with,  ibis  stale  of  bli 
ledness. 

(3.)  Gather  up  into  it  whatsoever  you  can  find  by  ihc  »cri< 
lure -disco  very  lo  appertain  or  belong  iherelo.     Let  your  noli 
of  it  be  to  your  ulleiinost,  not  only  Irue,  but  comprehensive  a 
full,  and  as  paiticular  and  positive,  as  (Jod's  revelaliun  will  w 
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rtnt :  e6pedall>-  remember  il  is  a  ipiriluol  blessedness,  that  cuD* 
aiflta  in  the  i'«6niDg  and  perfecting  of  your  B[>ints  hy  lh«  vialwil 
and  likenesa  of  the  holy  God,  snd  the  Mtisfjingof  tliem  thereby j 
for  ever. 

(4.)  Gel  lite  notion  of  this  blessedness  deeply  imprinled  inl 
jour  minds  ;  so  as  to  abide  wt(h  you,  ihal  you  may  not  be  alwAvs  i 
«l  ■  lose,  and  change  your  apprehensions  every  time  you  cornel 
lo  think  of  it.  Let  a  once  well-rormed  idea,  a  clear,  full  Male 
it  be  prcACrvvd  enltrc,  and  be  {a»  a  lively  image)  always  befor»] 
jroiir  eyus,  which  you  may  readily  view  upon  all  occasions. 

S.  That  having  well  fixed  the  notion  of  this  hle««edncsB  inl 
your  inind.->,  you  seriously  reflect  upon  yourself,  nnd  rompare  {)>•  , 
temper  of  your  spirit  with  it ;    that  you  may  find  out  how  il  i«j 
uSeoted  thereto  ;    and  thence   Jiid|;e  in  what  likelihood  you  art 
of  M^oying  it.     The  general  aveiston  of  men's  spirits  to  this  mi 
Oeeeasary  work  of  self-reflection,  is  one  of  th«  most  deplorable  I 
flymploins  of  lapsed  degenerated  humanily.     The  wickedness : 
that  hath  over-spread  the  nature  of  man  ;  and  a  seci  et  conscious- 
ness  and  misgiving  hath  made   men  afraid  of  themselves,  and 
rtudiously  to  decline   all  ac<)uain(aiice  with  their  own  souls;  to' 
shun  themselves  as  ghosts  and  spectres ;  they  cannot  endure  lo 
appear  to  lhem»elves.     Vou  can  hardly  imposfl  a  severer  task 
upon  a  wicked  man,  than  (o  go  retire  an  hour  or  two,  and  eoin- 
tnunc  with  himself;  he  knows  not  how  to  face  his  own  thoughts: ' 
his  own  soul  is  a  devil  to  htm,  as  indeed  it  will  be  in  hell,  the 
■■  no«t  frightful,  tormenting  devil.     \vt,  what  power  is  there  is 
man,  more  exrellcnt,  more  iipproprintc  to  ren»onjblc  nature,  than 
(hut  of  r«ne<Min^,  of  lurninf;  hi»  thoughts  u|Min  himself.'  Sense 
must  here  confess  itself  outdone.     The  eye  that  sees  other  ot^ 
'  jeets  cannot  bp«  itself:  but  the  mind,  a  rational  sun,  cannot  only 
'  |irojoct  its  beams^  but  revert  them ;  make  its  thoughts  turn  in- 
ward.    It  can  see  its  own  face,  contemplate  itself.     And  how 
'  useful  an  endowment  is  this  lo  the  nature  of  man  ?  If  he  err,  h« 
'might  perpetuate  his  error,  and  wander  infinitely,  if  he  had  not 
,'lhiit  self-reflecting  power ;  and  if  he  do  well,  never  know  with* 
I  out  il  the  comfort  of  a  rational  self- approbation :  which  comfort 
llpaganish  morality  hath  valued  so  highly,  as  to  account  il  did  as* 
I  sociate  a  man  with  the  inhabitants  of  heaven,  and  mnke  him  load 
^his  life  as  among  the  g<xls  (as  their  pagan  language  is  ;)  though 
Hhe  namtF  of  the  rcflrrting  power  conseiencf,  they  were  less  ac- 
iquainted   with;  (he  thing  itself  ihcy   lecknned  as  a  kind  of  in- 
Idwelling  deity,  as   miiy  Ite  seen  al  lai^e  in  those  discourses  of 
[MaximuB  Tyrius,  and  Apuleius,  both  upon  the  same  subject,  con- 
deeming  the  god  of  Socrates.     And  another  giving  this  pr«copl. 
7Mniliarize  thyself  with  the  gods,  adds,  £.J^  «fic  Si^  U  Hut  i 

li  M/«.  Mkre.  Anton,  lib.  **  and  thia  ahalt  thmt  do  if  thov  bwf 
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tJtj/  miiui  becmningli/  towards  Ihem,  being  wtlt  pUfued  toilk  the 
tktnga  Ihey  give,  and  dinn/^  the  things  that  miiy  pltasf  thy  li/t- 
mouor  genius,  whom  ( oailh  he )  the  iiiott  high  God  ( wliich  \\w.y 
mean  hy  Jupiter)  hath  put  into  evenf  man,  aa  a  derivation  or  *jc- 
tracHon/roiH  himatl/  { iiiavagita )  to  be  his  prttidcnt  and  guide  ; 
nofnef.v,  every  one^a  mvn  tntnd  and  na$m.  And  thi»  mind  or 
reason  in  that  notion  of  it,  as  vm  u))|>rovv  ourMitvvs  tti  it,  nnd 
studjr  to  plcns«  it,  is  the  same  thiii);  we  inlcmi  hy  the  uomc  of 
GonNcicncv.  And  hnw  hif;h  arcouni  Ihf  y  hud  of  this  work  of 
Belf-rcHi-clion,  may  appear  in  that  they  enlilled  the  oracle  to  that 
document,  r>u#i  etaufin  know  thyattfy  Lcalo  dtacendit,  came  doir' 
from  heaven  esteemine  it  above  human  discovery,  and  thatj 
could  have  no  lower  Inan  ■  divine  orijcinal ;  and  therefore  col 
■wcralini^  and  n-iitin^  it  up  in  nolden  characters  in  their  delpfc 
lemple  (as  I'liny  informs*  us)  lor  a  heavenly  inspired  dictate. 
Among  christians  that  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  gospel- revel 
tion.  in  whicb  men  may  behold  themselves,  a«  one  may  his 
loral  face  in  a  glass,  how  highly  »liould  (his  self-knowledge 
prized,  and  how  fully  attained  ?  The  gospel  discovers,  at  ll 
same  time,  the  u^ly  deformities  of  a  man's  soul,  and  the  meins 
of  attaining  a  true  spiritual  comeliness;  yea,  it  is  itself  the  in- 
strument of  impressing  ihe  divine  image  and  glory  upon  men's 
spirits  :  whicb  when  it  is  in  any  measure  done,  they  became  soeia- 
bic  and  conversable  with  themselves,  and  when  it  is  but  in  doing 
it  so  convincingly,  and  with  so  piercing  energy,  lays  open  the  veiy 
thoughts  of  men's  hearts,  (ilch.  4.  12.)  so  thorenghly  rips  up 
and  dissects  the  soul,  so  directly  turns,  end  strictly  holds  a  man's 
eye  intent  uj>on  himself;  so  powerfully  urges  nnd  obliges  the 
sinner  to  mind  and  study  his  own  soul ;  that  where  it  hath  elTcct- 
ed  any  thing,  been  any  way  operative  upon  men's  s|>irit:i,  they 
are  certainly  supposed  to  be  in  a  good  measure  acquainted  with 
ihcmsclves,  whatever  others  are.  Therefore  the  apostle  hids 
the  Corinthians,  if  they  desire  a  proof  of  the  power  and  truth  of 
his  ministi'}',  to  consult  themselves,  examine  yourselves,  and 
presently  subjoins,  know  ye  not  your  own  selves .'  (2  Cor.  13. 
5.)  intimating,  it  was  an  insupposable  thing  thoy  should  be  igno- 
r»it.  What  \  christians  and  not  know  yourselves '  Can  you 
have  b'>cn  under  the  gospel  so  long,  and  be  strangers  (o  your- 
selves^ none  can  think  it.  Sure  it  is  a  moat  reproachful  Uiing, 
a  thing  full  of  ignominy  and  scandal,  that  a  man  should  name 
himself  a  christian,  and  yet  be  under  gross  ignorance,  touching 
the  tempi^tr  and  bent  of  his  soul.  It  signifies,  that  such  a  one 
uiHlerstunda  little  of  the  design  and  tendency  of  the  very  reli- 
gion he  pretends  to  be  of,  that  be  was  a  christian  by  mere  chance 
thai  he  took  up  and  eontiaues  his  profession  in  a  dream.     Chrif^ 
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Itantly  aims  al  oalhing,  it  gets  a  man  nnthini;,  if  it  <to  not  pro- 
cure hiin  a  better  spirit,  it  u  an  eniptj'  intiigniriciinl  Ihtiif!,  it  liath 
■lo  design  in  it  at  all,  if  it  do  not  design  this.     It  preiends  to 
'  aotbing  else.     It  doth  not  offer  men  secutar  advantages,  emolu- 
I meats,  honors;  it  hath  no  stich  aim  to  make  men  in  that  wiua' 
I  rich,  or  great,  or  lionor-iblc.  but  lo  make  them  holy,  and  fit  lh«n' 
*>r  God.  He  ihcrfroru  lone!)  n))  his  labor  and  reward,  and  tthovrs 
himwlf  a   vain  trilU-r  in  ihc  muUurs  of  religion,  that  mak^s  not 
'  Ihiit  till!  wn|*o  and  mark  of  his  christian  prolcssion  and  practice  ', 
bonjiii  he  can  do  nothing  without  a  conMiuil  self-inspection, 
k  As  it  therefore  highly  concerns,  it  well  becomes  a  christian  under 
[•the  BMpel,  to  be  in  a  continual  observation  and  study  of  bimsclf, 
that  ne  may  know  to  what  purpose   he  is  a  christian  ;  and  take 
notice,  what  (or  whether  any)  good  impressions  be  yet  made 
upon  his  spirit;  whether  he  can  ^ain  anv  thing  by  his  religion. 
'  Ami  if  a  man  enter  upon  an  inquiry  into  himself,  what  more  im- 
[portttDt  question  ran  he  put  than  this.  In  what  posture  am  1  as  lo 
[my  Ust  and  chief  end  ?   how  is  my  spirit  framed  towards  it? 
This  i«  the  intendment  and  biii>tncs8  of  the  f;oEpcl,  to  fit  souls  for 
H  faleAscdiiens :    and  ihereforp,  if  1  would  inquire,  what  am  I  the 
ir  br  the  gospel  ?  this  in  the  sense  and  mennin^  of  that  very 

-^ tioo,  la  my  soul  wrought  by  it  to  any  better  dis|>osition  for 

blessedness?  Upon  which  the  resolution  of  this  dfi>ends.  Am  I 
Lcrer  likelv  lo  enjoy  it,  yea  or  no  ?  That  which  may  make  any 
tlieart  not  deplorably  stupid,  shake  and  tremble,  that  such  a  thing 
•■bould  be  drawn  into  question :  but  the  case  with  the  most  rc- 
^qoircs  it,  and  it  mtiSt  bo  so.  It  is  that  therefore  I  would  fain 
kiMre  iwakCD  souls  to,  and  assist  them  in ;  that  is,  propound 
yKHnctbiag  (in  pursuance  of  Ihc  present  diiection)  which  might 
I  boUi  iwuten  Ihem  to  move  this  great  question,  and  help  them  id 
kdiseiusing  it.  Both  which  will  he  done  in  shewing  the  impor- 
ilaoce  of  litis  latter  ultimate  question  in  itself,  and  then  Ihc  sub- 
riency  of  the  former  subordinate  one,  towards  the  deciding  it, 
iTbese  two  things  therefore  1  shall  a  little  star  upon  : — to  shew 
I'Knd  urge  Ibe  requisileness  of  debating  with  ourselves,  the  likeli* 
Lhood  or  fac^fulocss  of  our  enjoying  this  blessedness,  and — to 
kdiMovcr  ihat  the  present  habilude,  or  disposcdness  of  our  spiriU 
>  lo  it,  is  B  very  proper  apt  medium,  whereby  lo  judge  thereof. 
(I.)  As  lo  the  former  of  ihcsc.  Mclhinks  our  btMiness  should 
do  ilwlf:  and  that  the  very  inenlion  of  such  a  hlesM-diiess, 
tflhould  naturally  prompt  souls  |<>  l>t,-think  themselves.  Doth  it 
ibolong  to  me?  have  1  any  Ihtni;  lo  do  with  it  ?  Methioks  every 
^sae  that  hears  of  it  should  be  beforehand  with  me,  and  prevent 
»jne  here.  Where  is  that  stupid  soul  that  reckons  it  «n  indiffer- 
kl  thing  to  attain  this  blessed  state,  or  fall  short  of  i(  ?  Wheiii 
I  tfaou  hcarest  this  is  the  common  expectation  of  sainls,  to  behold'^ 
rthfl   face  of  Ciod,  and  be   satisfied  with  hi!>  Iik4-n<'«s,  when  they- 


talu;  CUM  thou  lorbear  to  tai 


with  ihfSclfj^uMi  what  iImU  b«- 
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MMiie  of  inc  when  1  awake  ?  whnl  kind  of  awakinf^  shall  1  l»v«  ? 
slinll  I  iiwak>?  amidol  the  bvatus  of  f^lory,  or  Haines  of  wrath  ? 
Ihou  csn»l  1>G  persuatied  lo  ihiiik  ihiit  no  malter  of  inditTcrenci 
lh«n  atir  up  ihy  drown)-  aoul  to  a  svrtoui  inqiiirr,  how  it  is  like!] 
to  fue  with  tbec  for  «vcr ;  and  to  tliai  |>ur|)o«e  put  thy  conscieiic 
10  il,  In  pvR  a  dee,  sincere  answer  lo  these  few  queries. 

[I.]   Cantit  thou  fay   ibou  art  already  certain  of  ihy  etema 
hIessednetM  f  Art  thou  so  sure,  that  thou  iieedcdt  nut  inquire  ? 
kfww  not  who  thou  art  that  now  rcadest  ibese  lincx,  and  thcre^ 
for«  cannot   jud^c  of   thy   confidence  whether  it  be  right 
wronK  ;n»ly  that  thou  mayEt  not  answer  (oo  hastily,  eonsidcr  a  lit 
tie,  that  certainty  of  salvation  is  no  common  tiling;  (Phil. 
IS.)  not  among   (I  speak  you  sec  of  subjective  certainly)   tl: 
htira  of  snlvalion  ihenisclveii.     How  many  of  Uod'a  holy  ones 
that  cannot  say  ihry  arc  r<'rlain ;  yea,  how  few  that  can  say  ibe] 
are  ?     The  exhorlation  to  a  church  of  saints,  work  out  your  aal 
ration  with  fear  and  Irenihling,  (they  of  whom  he  expreMet 
such  coolidciiGe,  chap,  l.ti.orer  whom  He  so  glories,  chap.  4. 1 -J 
■mpliea  thia  lo  be  no  common  thing ;  so  doth  Christ's  advice  U 
his  diMciples,  stnre  to  enter  in  at  the  strait  gale  ;  and  St.  Pete| 
to  the  scattered  Jews  (that  he  sailh  had  obtained  like  precioug 
faith,  &c.)  give  diligence  to  make  your  calling  and  election  stirej 
with  many  mote  pa».^gi-H  of  like  import.     Vea,  how  full  is  il 
Scripture  of  the  cumplainl»  of  such  crying  out  of  broken  bonea 
of  festering  wounda,  of  distraction  by   divine  terrors.      Not) 
what  shall  we  say  in  this  cn»e,  when  so  emioeni  saints  have  M 
uB  records  of  the  distresses  and  ajconics  of  their  spirits,  unde 
the  npprcht^nded  displeasure  of  (lod  ?     May  it  nol  occasion 
to  suspend  awhile,  and  consider?  have  we  much  more  reae 
to  be  confident  than  Ibey?   and  do  we  know  none  that  lea^ 
sineler  and  more  holy  lives  than  we,  that  are  yet  in  the  dar 
and  at  a  loss  in  judging  their  spiritual  states.'     I  will  not  sayj 
that  we  must  therefore  think  ourselves  bound  to  doubt,  hccaus 
another  possibly  bellcr  than  we  dolh  so.      Unknown  accident 
may  much  vary  ihe  case».     Bui  who  would  not  think,  that 
son  and  modesly  bad  ijuite  forsaken  the  world,  lo  bear  (wt 
the  odda  is  so  VDsily  Ereal)  the  vitin  hoa«ls  of  the  loone  general- 
ity, compared  with  llie  humble,  wltcilous  doubts  of  many  seri^ 
ous  knowing  christians?  lo  see  such  trembling  about  their  soul 
roneemnicnts,  who  have  w.ilked  with  (iod,  and  served  him  tonf 
in  prayers  and  tears  r  when  multitudes  that  have  iwtbing  wher 
on  lo  bollom  a  confidence  but  pride  and  ignorance,  shall  pretend 
Ihemst'lvcs  certain  !     If  drawing  breath  awhile,  Ihou  wilt  sun 
peel  ifaou  have  reason   oot  to  be  peremptory  in  thy  ronfulence) 
thou  wilt  sure  think  thyself  concerned  to  inquire  fuHher.     Urn* 
thy  soul  then  with  this  quMion  again  and  again,  Art  thou  y< 
certain,  yea  or  no  .* 

(2.]  li  it  a  comfortable  state  to  be  uocertain,  or  to  bavii  befor 


^^^^P  or  TiiK  tuGirrrnra.  ^^^^^V^ 

[  ti)«*  a|)iwrent  grounds  or  a  ntioml  mtl  jitst  iloiihl  f    For  c-nutu-- 

I  l«M  tlouhls  may  Hmner  vanJNh,  whrn  thrir  MttiiutleuiteHK  is  once    I 

I  tllMorered ;  and  Mt  ihey    ar«  Icm  likHj-  to  kerji  «  p«r»An  (hat  is  j 

ripahlporunderstamlitt^  his  own  ca&e,  iiiidera  Mnled  diseoinlort.  I 

I  Hut  I  iUp)>oHC  thte,  ill  orilei-  ro  (he  answf  rin-  lh«  Toi^goinK ((uery,  I 

lt>ihnrc  ill  Komc  iiicn'surc  considoicd  the  cAse  ;  and  thai  with  a  I 

l]ifr|Hmiici-alinK  ii)>|)r(rhi'nsion   of  diinfjcr  in  i(,  ihou  n.-Iurnc<>t  it  I 

I  vncortuin.     L'nrci  Inin,  man  I     And  what,  wilt  thou  remain  iinccr-  J 

I  tain  ^  wilt  thou  tit  still  so,  till  Ihou  pcriBM  shall  thy  life  hang  in  I 

f  iloubl,  and  thy  sohI  Iw  in  joopm-dr  every  hour,  till  the  everlast*  I 

ini;  tiiimes  r(!»<>lv«  the  doulit,  and  |>ul  the  mailer  out  ol'  queslion  j 

with  thoe  ?     What  course  ransl  ihoii  apjily  thyself  to,  hut  lo  in-  I 

quire  aiid  search  fuilher  into  thy  ohm  slalp,  to  avoid  ihe  torture   I 

cri'  thy  own  Tears,  and  pangs  and  dreadAil  expectation  of  a  pal-  j 

[  pifalinj;,  mis-giving  heart?     It   is  true,  that  jncjuiaitivc  diligent  j 

I  iloubiruincsa  bath  liopc  and  comfort  in  it,  bill  doubtfulness  join-   I 

led  frith  a  rcMlulion  of  casting  off  all  further  care,  is  utterly  des-   I 

Iperaia  atid  disconsolate.     What  remains  to  ihcc  in  that  ease,  but   1 

I  a  fearful  l<>okin(;  for  of  fiery  indipiatioii  ?  how  ranst  thou  p!i«  an    I 

[jiotir  ill  pciirt',  wliilo  thou   apprchciidesl  it  unlikely,  thoi)  shalt   j 

I  lee  tlin  fare  and  be  tatistied  with  the  ima^>  of  (ind?  do  not  thy    I 

I DWD  tbouffhu  represent  to  ihcc,  the  amazing  MKhis,  Hie  horrid  1 

Ijmageswhieh  shall  forever  entertain  and  possess  thy  soul?     Art  I 

[ihou  not  daily  haunted  with  divine  horrors  i  when  fhou  saye.«t  at  j 

litieht,  thy  bed  shall  refresh  thee,  art   thou  not  terrified  wilh   I 

'■  iinil  affrighted  witli  viwons?     Dost  thou  not  say  in  the  I 

J  .;,  would  to  Ood  it  were  evening;  and  in  the  evening  say,  I 

I  Mould  to  (>od  it  were  morning?     And   while  thou  knowe»<  not   I 

[what  el*e  to  do,  meditate  only  clinnges  instead  of  remedips?  or   I 

Mr  Ihou  And  no  such  trouble   invading  thy  mind,  let  me  further  | 

I  E^'L  '*  "  reasonable  lo  he  seeuic  in  sueh  a  slaieof  uncertain-  '] 
\ljf  bfibale  Ibis  malter  a  liltic  while  with  thyself.  Is  it  thy  1 
[reason,  or  thy  sloth  Ihsl  makes  thee  sil  still  and  fnri>ear  to  took  J 
linlo  thy  sptrilual  affaiis?  Is  it  any  lalional  conwdernlion,  or  j 
iBot  rather  the  mere  indisposition  of  a  soul,  afraid  to  know  its  J 
[«wn  stale,  lltat  !=uspends  Ihee  r-om  intjuiring^  What  hast  thod"'J 
[lo  ny,  thnt  looks  like  areason?  Is  it  that  if  will  disturb  ihy '1 
llhougbli,  interrupt  thy  irfeasures,  fill  thee  wilh  anxious  eare«  I 
[■ad  fears,  whiVh  thou  att  as  lolh  lo  admit,  as  Imminp  conN  into  | 
|thyb<>*om.'  Is  it  lh:il  thou  e;m»l  not  endure  lo  look  iiiion  fo'I 
[drRadfiil  an  oIijim-I,  iis  the  nppearinj;  danger,  or  pos^ihilily  ofl 
llbv  being  roiseiablo  l«  elcmily  ?  And  arl  tliou  therefore  resolv-''! 
Italo  sliut  thine  eyes,  and  ery  peace,  peace?  This  is  to  avoHfl 
[■jmwun  Ineonvenienee,  by  an  eternal  miseliief,  fa  gross  over- "1 
|j3MBlBf;  the  paradox  !)  for  avoiding  the  present  fear  of  bell  lo  j 
[lun  into  it :  as  if  because  a  man  cannot  bear  the  thoughts  of  dy-  ] 
I  tn|:,  he  should  presently  cut  big  tnyo  thrtMt.     Vain  man  ?  catut-  \ 
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Ibou  nol  bear  the  lliou^hls  of  eternal  miscrjr ;  how   wilt   lln 
bear  the  thing  r     And  how  lon|;-Uve<l  ilost  thou  think  that  pei 
shall  be,  that  thou  purchaseHt  upon  so  dear  a&d  hard  ter 
canst  thou  proioiw  ihyaelf  an  hour?  majrat  tho<i  nol  lo«e 
purt^hasc  and  prico  together  the  next  moment  ?  cniist   thou  del 
lliy  mitcrv  hj-  rorgeltiTijr  il ;  or  nil!  ihy  judgment  linj^or,  and  ihjr 
dtmiinliun  .sliimbrr,  while  ihou  securely  linmcrest  and  tlumboresl  ? 
caniit  ilioii  ivink  hell  into  nntliing;  and  put  it  out  of  being,  bt 
putting  it  out  oi  thy  thoughts?     Alas  roan  '.  open  thy  eycB  m^ 
thou  wilt,  thou  shall  find  Ihou  hast  not  bettered  Ihy  ease  by 
ing  Ihein  fast  closed.    The  bitterness  of  death  is  not  yet 
The  horrid  image  is  still  before  thee.     ThtH  is  not  a  fancied  < 
which  a  man  may  dream  himself  into,  and  radcm  opera^  with  at 
Unit  tUffirtdly,  dream   himself  out  of  it  again :  no,  thy  case  is 
miserable  ami  tUngerou*  when  thoti  eomjMtse.tl  thyself  lo  oJeep; 
if  ibou  aunkeM  thou  wilt  fimt  it  tlill  the  same;  only  ihou  didst 
nol  apprehend  it  before,  for  then  tliou  wouldsl   nol  have  slept: 
as  the  drunkard  that  kills  a  man,  and  after  falls  asleep  in   nia 
dninken   lil,   he  awakes   and  understand!  his   wretched   caic. 
Would  his  sloping  on,  till  the  officer's  an-est  had  awakei)  him, 
have  mended  the  matter  with  him  ?     But  thou  w-ilt  possibly  saj^| 
Is  it  not  better  here  to  have  a  lillle   quiet  now,  than  lo  be  mis^H 
rable  by  s»d  ihoughls  here,  and  miserable  by  actual  suffering 
faereallcr  loo?     Is  not  one  death  enough?  why  should  one  kill 
himself  so  often  over;  and  hasten  misery,  as  if  it  cnme  on  too 
slowly?     Tteltcr,  man  !     A  hard  choice.     Supposing  Ihou  art  lo 
he  eternally  miserable  (if  thou  understandest  ihat  word  elernity,) 
the  good  or  evil  of  this  Utile  inch  of  time,  will  signily  so  lillle 
with  thee,  as  hardly  to  weigh  any  thing  in  the  scale  of  a  raiio^^ 
al  judgment.     Uut  what,  ait  thou  now  dreaming  while  thou  th^H 
reasonest  ?     Dost  ihou  yet  no  helter  understand  thy  case?  ^^ 
lliou  not  under  the  gospel  ?     Is  it  not  the  day  of  lliy  hope,  and 
of  the   Lord's  (;nice  and  patience  towards  ihcc  ?     It  was  said, 
that  sleeping  would  not  better  thy  ease ;  but  it  was  not  said,  thai 
awaking  would  not ;  but  all  that  is  here  snid,  is  designed  to  the 


awakening  of  thee,  that  thou  mayst  know  ihy  case,  and  endeari 
a  redress.  DosI  thou  think  any  man  in  his  sober  wils  would  id 
all  this  pains  thus  to  reason  with  ibee,  if  Ihat  were  the  aekno' 


ledged  and  agreed  slate  of  thy  case,  that  it  weie  already  taken 
for  granted  thou  must  perish  :  We  mip;ht  as  well  go  preach  lo 
devils,  and  carry  down  the  gospel  into  hell.  But  dost  thou  think 
Ihe  holy  mcrcirol  Go<l  sent  his  Son  and  his  mioislerB  lo  mock 
men  ;  and  to  treat  with  them  about  iheir  eternal  conceinmeni 
when  there  is  no  hope  ?  Were  that  thy  case,  thou  hadst  as 
a  pKtencc  as  the  devil  had,  to  complain  of  being  lormenlei 
fore  thy  time.  But  if  Ihou  be  oot  wilfully  perverse,  in  mi 
king  ihe  m^iller  we  »re  reasoning  about,  ihou  mayst  understa 
tb;  reason  is  here  appealed  to  in  this  ^  whether  having  so  fair 
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hopes  belbio  (hee,  as  the  gospel  gives,  of  (Iiis  blcssedn^  wtf 
arc  discuursiiig  of,  it  be  reasonable  fit) in  the  apprehension  of  a 
Ignore  posiiibitit)-  of  miscairying,  (which  can  only  be  throuRh  thy 
urilAil  weurily  and  neglect,)  to  give  up  thyself  to  a  supine  neg* 
Dues,  and  indulge  that  security  uhich  is  so  wrv  to  ruin  tliec, 
nd  QXchangc  a  possible  ho|M>d  heaven  for  n  certain  hell;  or 
IVbothnr  ratner  il  be  not  reaMiiabtc  to  stir  up  thy  soul  to  con- 
lider  in  what  pODtiir«  tbou  art,  lonards  the  attainment  of  this 
rllessedness,  that  thou  niayst  nucoidingly  steer  thy  course  in  or- 
\4iit  10  it  ^  If  an  accu*iAtion,  or  a  disease  do  threaten  thy  life  ;  or 
BOspected  flaw  thy  lille  to  thy  estate,  wouldst  thou  not  think  it 
t,rP«Honahl«  to  inquire  into  thy  case?  And  is  it  not  much  more 
I  desiratilo,  in  a  matter  of  this  consvqucDce,  to  be  at  some  certain- 
|[ty  ?  and  prudent  to  endeavor  it,  if  il  may  jiosAtbly  be  attained  ? 
^Vhencc  let  me  further  ask  : 

[4.)  CanM  thou  pretend  il  (o  be  impossible?  Hatb  God  left 
)ee  under  a  necessilnled  ignoiaiice,  in  this  matter?  or  denied' 
bee  sufficient  means  of  knowing  how  it  is  with  ihee  in  respeet 
ttf  thy  spiritual  estate  ?  Though  he  hath  not  given  ihee  a  It»t, 
>r  told  Ihee  the  number  or  namea  of  his  sanctifi«d  ones,  yet  hath 
bo  not  sufficiently  described  the  person,  and  given  the  charae- 
itn  by  which  titer  may  he  known  :  And  hath  t.e  not  furnished 
Ihee  with  a  sclf-t<:  flee  ting  power,  by  M-birh  thou  art  enabled  to 
l^nok  into  thyself,  and  difconi  whether  thou  be  of  them  or  no  ? 
Joth  he  not  ollri  and  alT»rd  to  seriouN,  <liligent  souU,  the  B!»!Bt- 
^ng  light  of  lu#  blessed  Spirit  to  guide  and  suoeccd  the  inquiry  ? 
nd  if  thou  find  il  dilficult  to  came  to  a  speedy,  clear  inuc,  to 
Ite  a  present  certain  judgment  of  thy  case  ;  ought  not  that  to 
angage  thee  to  apatient  rontinued  diligence,  rather  than  in  a  rash 
Jespairing  madnesslo  desist  and  cnst  olf  all  .'  inasmuch  as  the  diffi- 
ealty,  thmigh  eieat,  is  not  insuperable ;  and  the  npcc^sily  and  ad- 
Erintagc  inrornpnrsMy  greater.  And  ( though  divers  other  things 
<  confesKilly  foil  in)  the  principal  difficulty  tics  in  thy  aversa- 
at>d  unwillingness.  Thou  art  not  put  to  traverse  the  crca- 
Hon,  to  climb  heuvrn  or  dig  ihrottgh  the  earth;  t>ut  thy  woHc 
lies  nigh  tbe«,  In  thy  own  heart  and  spirit  -,  and  what  is  so  nigh, 
for  should  be  so  familiar  to  thee,  as  ihysdf .'  it  is  but  casting  tfiy 
eye  upon  thy  own  soul,  in  diM^ern  which  way  it  is  inclined  and 
bent,  thou  art  urged  to.  Which  is  that  we  propounded  ne%t  to 
liseover;  namely, 

(2.)  That  we  are  to  judge  of  the  hopefulness  of  our  enjoying' 
(his  blessedness,  by  the  present  habitude  or  disposcdness  of  our 
jtirits  thereto.     For  what  is  that  right cousnesi*  which  qualifies 
>r  it,  but  the  impress  of  the  gospel  upon  the  minds  and  hearts 

Sr  men?  The  gospel- re  vela  lion  il  the  only  rule  and  measure  nf 
_  lat  righteousness  :  it  must  therefore  consist  in  conformity  tliere- 
And  look  to  the  frame  and  design  of  the  gospel- revelation, 
Ftfid  what  dolh  so  diiectly  correspond  to  il,  as  that  very  habitude' 
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and  dis]>D8C(liit.'M  of  spirit  Tor  ihtH  bl«i«fi<lncss  uhcrcof  wo  sj>enk  ,* 
Nolliiiig  «o  an.tM'vrt  (ne  gospel,  oi  u  pru|>ci)t>i<>n  at  heart  towa 
God  gruuticil  ii)  part  novr,  anil  increasing  till  it  ftiid  a  fuU  sati 
faction;  a  ilcsir«  of  knowing  him  and  of  beitif;  likv  him.  ll 
(he  whole  design  of  thu  j^oNpcl,  which  reveals  hi»  f^oty  in  lh< 
Etee  of  Jeftiifl  Christ,  to  work  and  form  the  spirits  of  lacn  t»  Ihi 
They  iherefote  whose  spirits  are  thus  wrought  and  fniiu<rd,  ar 
righteous  bj  the  gospel-measure,  and  bjr  that  righteou&neh*  ai 
evidently  entitled  and  lilted  for  this  blessedness.  Yea,  lb< 
n^teouiiness  hath  in  it  (or  rather)  is  the  clemcnls,  the  h 
nrJDciplce,  the  seed  of  this  blessedness.  There  can  Iherefo 
be  no  survr  nile  or  mark  whereby  to  judge  our  states,  whellier 
we  have  to  du  with  this  blcsMMlnoss,  may  expect  il  yea  or  uo. 
than  liiit.  (Inw  »t:tnd  wc  affeclcd  towards  it  i  ia  what  diBpoai 
tion  are  our  ht^arts  thereto  ^  Those  fruits  of  ri^htcousneM, 
which  the  wul  is  qualified  to  ap[)«ar  without  olTence  in  (ho  dn; 
of  Christ,  the  several  gnircs  of  the  sjnrtifying  Spirit,  arc  nol 
iiig  el&e  but  so  many  holy  principles,  all  dispoaing  the  sogl  to- 
wards this  blessedness,  and  the  way  to  it ;  mortification,  sell^tle- 
nial,  and  godly  sorrow,  take  it  off  from  other  objects,  tlie  woild, 
self  and  sin  ;  repentance  (that  part  of  it  which  resp<>cls  Coil) 
turtis  the  course  of  its  motion  towards  (rod  the  end  ;  faith  dirccia 
it  Ibrou^  Christ  the  way  ;  tovo  makes  it  move  I'reety  ;  desire, 
eaniestly  ;  joy,  pleasantly  ;  hope,  confidently  ;  humility,  eve: 
ly;  fear,  circumspectly  1  patience,  constantly  and  preseveringl 
All  conspire  to  give  the  soul  a  njcht  disposition  tow.ird^  ihiV 
blc5»edneN».  The  l^AuIt  of  them  all  is  hcavenlini;ss,  a  heavenly 
temper  of  siMrit.  for  they  .ill  (one  way  or  other,)  ua  to  many 
lines  and  rays  have  respect  to  a  blessedness  in  God  ( which  is 
heaven )  as  the  point  at  which  they  aim ;  and  the  aispis,  the 
jioint  in  which  they  meet,  in  order  to  the  touching  of  that  ob- 
jective (toint,  is  hpa  veil  line  &s.  This  is  the  ultimate  and  iramedi- 
iile  dispoBiiion  of  heart  for  this  bicswdness  ;  the  rrauU  the  ter- 
m%nu9  proJuclus  of  the  whole  work  of  iighteousne5s  in  tho 
soul ;  by  which  it  is  faid  to  be  at,  it  wcro,  nolo  ad  gloriam,  bt- 
gotten  to  the  denial  inheritance,  ('oncerning  (bis  therefore 
cliicfly  inHilutc  thy  in(|uiry.  Demand  of  thyself,  Is  my  soul  yd 
made  heavenly,  bent  upon  eternal  blessedness,  or  no?  And  here 
thou  mays!  easily  apprehend,  of  bow  great  concernment  it  i!^  to 
have  the  right  notion  of  heaven,  or  future  blesMdiii-ss  lu*  was 
urged  under  the  foregoing  rule.  For  if  thnu  take  fi>r  it  another 
thing,  thou  missest  thy  mark,  and  art  quite  beside  thy  business  : 
but  if  (bou  retain  a  right  and  scriptUFal  notion  of  it,  the  rule  thou 
art  to  judge  by  is  sure,  Ihcy  sliall  have  heaven  whose  hearts  are 
intent  upon  il,  and  framed  to  il.  Scripture  is  erery  where  preg- 
nant and  lull  of  this. 

The  apostle  plainly   intimates,  this  will  be  the  rule  of  God's 
final  judgment.     Certainly  it  ca^ilivt.  he,  .uqa«(«  hx.U»  ta>ju%4 
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uurwilvtj -by  the  same  rule.  Tie  (ells  us,  when  C-ad  shall  judge-- 
cv<f,r  oae  accotdJni;  to  his  woika  ( ihc  grtu  businoss  ot  (lie  juilj^- 
neut  d^y,)  etenial  lite  sliall  t>o  the  porlion  of  Ihcm,  who  iiy  pa- 
lienl  cantiouance  in  woll-<loing,  nought  %lary,  auil  liouor,  and  iiit^ , 
maiulily  :  (Kom.  2.  6.  7.)  wbicb  are  but  other  exprMsions  oSj 
tba  wwe  Ihinjr.  Hliat  can  be  more  plain  ?  Tbey  shall  iiave'l 
ctefoal  lifo  ann  ftlor/  ihal  seek  it ;  who^o  hearts  arc  towards  it. J 
^■fof  •peaking  of  Iruu  rhriftianH,  oiaxftaut^  (that  is  in  a  way  o(1 
Amdiftlnction  from  Pfleinlu-christiiUi.t,  such  as  lie  a^illi  wi-rCj 
«MiDii)«  of  the  croM,)  be  sivcs  us  among  other,  thia  brand  oM 
ib«M  Iftlter,  that  the}-  did  miiid  eailhljr  thing*,  luid  tells  us,  theirfl 
end  atiould  be  destruction  ;  but  gives  us  this  op[>oaitv  elmnicIrM 
of  tfae  otber,  our  eoQversalinn  is  in  heaven;  (Fliil.  3.  18. — 20.)il 
our  tnd«  and  business,  our  daily  ne^fotinlions,  as  well  as  the  pri'M 
rileget  ot  our  citiiton^hip  lie  theie,  as  his  expression  imporUM 
•od  Ihence  iniimales  ihc  opposite  end  of  sucb,  whence  we  lookV 
for  a  Saviour ;  not  destruction,  but  salvation.  And  in  iho  sama 
FODlext  of  Scripture,  where  they  that  arc  riecn  witJi  Chmt,  an<n 
who  shall  spiH'ar  with  him  in  glory,  are  required  to  act  ihoirl 
mind  on  thiogs  above,  and  not  on  things  on  the  earth  ;  (Col.  $iM 
1,2,  .1,4.)  thai  we  may  undcrxtand  lhi»,  not  to  bo  their  dulytl 
^tfi  hut  (heir  rbnractcr,  wc  nre  immediately  (old,  tliey  who  fol-'j 
Up  not  (iiL<  coiinMl,  and  mortify  not  tbeir  earthly  memberflj 
(iboic  lusts  that  dispose  men  towards  Ihc  earth,  and  to  grovel  infl 
th«  dual,  as  the  graces  of  the  Spirit  dispose  (hem  licavennardM 
aad  (0  oMverse  wilh  glory )  are  the  children  of  disohedionce  J 
tipOB  whom  (he  wrath  of  (iod  rometh.  7'he  faith,  the  jii«l  Uvdl 
hy,  b  the  substance  of  things  hoped  for,  &c.  Ilcb.  I,  13,  16^ 
Surh  believers  arc  confcstwd,  avowed  strnngcrs  on  earth  ;  atidM 
levkcrs  of  the  better,  the  heavenly  country,  whence  it  is  SatdjM 
God  wilt  not  be  n^amed  to  he  called  their  God  ;  plainly  iraply^ 
infC.  (hat  na  for  low,  terrene  !^irils,  that  love  to  creep  on  Ihol 
earth,  and  embrnec  diin^hiiie,  God  will  b«  ashamed  of  them  ;  hoi 
will  for  ever  di»dain  n  relation  to  them,  while  and  a»  such.  Atidl 
if  wo  Will  be  determined  by  Iho  express  word  of  our  jtreat  HeM 
deMMir,  to  whom  we  owe  all  the  hopes  of  thiv  blessedncrs  m 
when  he  bad  been  advising  not  to  lay  up  tiensurc  on  earth,  bu^ 
in  h«avea,  he  presently  adds,  Where  your  (reasuie  is,  there  will 
|our  hearts  be  also.  M'at.  6,  19, 20,  31.  If  thy  treasure,  thy  great 
interest,  thy  precious  and  most  valuable  good  he  shove,  that  will 
attract  thy  heart,  it  witi  ceitainly  he  disposed  thitherward. 

Vet  here  it  must  carefully  be  considered,  that  inasmuch  as  (his 
blenednen  is  thy  end,  that  is,  thy  supreme  good  (as  the  notion 
of  Irsasiirc  also  imports,)  thy  heart  miist  bv  a«t  upon  it  abuvo 
any  other  enjoyment ;  else  all  is  to  no  purpose-  It  is  not  a  fatot, 
■Upit,  ivver-masterod  inclination  that  will  serve  the  turn,  but 
(■fl  all  lh«  forcmenttuned  scriptures  import )  such  as  will  bespeak 
it  a  Ruui'e  business  to  seek  heaven,  his  main  work ;  and  give. 
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pouitd  to  say  oi 


hi«  heart  is  (here.     If  Iwo  L>v{?r8  solior 


ike  sAme  {H:r9on,  and  Mppakini;  ul'  tht-in  in  coni|>an»ons  she  nay. 
this  hilh  my  licart ;  is  it  luk-robli'  to  undone  I  and  her,  as  meaning 
biin  she  lovcn  k->3  ?  w  alisunl  wuul<l  il  he  lo  un<)i.'t9taDd  nvrip- 
tures,  tliRt  !jtcuk  of  hucIi  an  intenlioii  uT  heart  hckvcn-ward,  m  if 
ihe  faintcHt  desire,  coldest  wish,  or  most  lazy  inconaUnl  endca 
vor  wcTv  nil  they  meant.  No,  it  is  a  steady,  prevalent,  viclof 
ous  direction  o(  heart  towarda  the  future  |;lory,  in  cofOfMirii 
whereof,  thou  despiscst  all  (hinge  ebe  (all  temporal,  terrei 
things, )  that  must  be  the  cndcnlial  ground  of  thy  hope  to  enj< 
i(.  And  therefore  Jii  this,  deal  faithfully  with  thy  own  soul, 
(teniand  of  it ',  Dost  ibou  eatceoi  this  hlcsscdneas  above  all  thinf 
else.'  Do  the  thought)  of  it  continually  return  upon  the«,  an 
thy  mind  and  heart,  ai  it  were  naturally  run  out  to  it  .'  Arc  tl 
chicfcM  soliritiidcs  atnl  cares  luken  about  it,  lest  thou  shmildi 
fall  slxrrl  and  sutTer  a  ilisappoinlment  ?  Dost  thou  savour  It  wi| 
pleasure  ;  hath  it  a  sweet  and  grateful  relish  to  thy  soul?  Oo 
thou  bend  all  thy  powers  to  pursue  and  press  on  towards  U 
Urge  tliyself  to  give  answer  truly  to  such  itnquiries ;  and  to 
stder  them  seriously,  that  thou  mayst  do  so.  Such  who«e  spir 
are  either  most  highly  raised  and  lifted  up  to  heaven,  or  mc 
deeply  depressed  and  sunk  into  the  earth,  may  make  the  cleare 
judgment  of  ihemNelves.  With  them  that  arc  of  a  middle  tei 
p«r,  the  trial  will  be  more  difTicult,  yei  not  fruitless,  if  it  be  ma 
aged  with  serious  diligenee,  though  no  ceruni  eonclusion 
judgment  be  made  thereupon.  For  the  true  de&ign  rnd  umm 
all  such  inquiries  and  reHections  upon  ouraelrcs  (which  let  it ' 
duly  considered )  is,  not  to  bring  us  into  a  state  of  cessation  frol 
fufUier  endeavors;  as  if  we  had  nothinc;  more  to  do  (suppose 
we  judge  the  best  of  our  Male  that  can  be  thought,)  but  to  keei 
us  in  a  wakeful  temper  of  spirit ;  that  wc  may  not  forget  oti 
selves  in  the  great  hustncss  wc  have  yet  before  us,  but  po 
with  renewed  vigor  through  the  whole  course  of  renewed  i 
deavon),  wherein  we  are  to  he  still  ronvertanl,  till  we  have 
tained  our  utmost  mark  and  end.  Therefore  is  thin  present 
quiry  directed,  as  introduclive  to  the  further  duly,  that  in  the  I 
lowing  rules  is  yet  to  be  recommended. 
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CHAPTER  XVn. 

Liiln  3.  Dirpctint  *urh  nn  upon  inquiry  finit,  nr  iwr  rniiM!  lo  miNprct,  •  K>liJ 
■venation  in  uiciiui.>tr(w  to  ihii  bU-ioi-ilnriei,  lu  be  5|w<'ily  niiil  trMlrH  in 
ibnr  cn(l«kYOi*  lo  Iwve  ibn  temper  of  tbetr  splriu  altered  miiI  luiubte  ta 
tL  Dnulic*  uid  olijectkim  nnouning  iho  iwe  of  siieh  cnileavnra.  In  mieh 
m  r«a>v  Mnwnml.  Bomo  raiMMcmiioaa  lo  enfbree  Mm  duMiion  propounil- 
od  hhI  |ini«)cd. 

S.  That  if  upon  t-ach  reflection  we  Biul  or  suspect  ourselrea 
*holIy  disaflerteit  atid  UDSuilable  lo  this  blessedness,  we  apply 
>ur!telre8  to  speedj',  incessant  endeavors  to  get  the  icmper  of 
kur   sptritM  changed  and  fitted  thereto.     The  stale  of  thn  case 
taks  itself,  that  there  is  no  sitting  still  here.     This  is  no  condi- 
1,  $i>ul,  to  liv  rested  in  ;  unless  thou  art  provided  to  encounter 
Icrrois  of  eternal  darkness,  and  endure  the  torture  of  ever- 
itJne  burnings.     Yet  am   1   not  unnpprehensivo  how  great  a 
lultv  a  carnal  heart  will  make  of  it  tu  bi'iitir  tccll'  in  order  lo 
aj  leuresa  of  so  deplorable  a  ease.     And  how  real  a  difficulty 
ia,  In  say  any  thing  that  will  be  thought  regardable  to  such  a 
ae.     Our   sad   experience   tells  us,  that  our   most   efficacious 
ronla  are  commonly  wont  to  be  entertained  as  neglected  puRs  of 
t\ni  ',  our  most  conviclive  reasonings  and  persuasive  cxhorla- 
a  loat  (yea,  and  though  ihey  arc  managed  too  in  the  name  of 
^roat  God)  as  upon  the  deaf  and  dead:  which  i«  loo  oOen 
to  tempt  into  that   resolution,  of  "  speaking  no  more  in  that 
w."     And  were  it  not   that  the  dread  of  lliat  groat  majesty 
Itraini  us,  how  hard  were  it  lo  forbear  such  expostulations ; 
Lord,  why  are  we  commonly  sent  upon  so  vain  an  erraiKl  ? 
are  we  requited  to  speak  to  them  that  will  not  hear,  and 
[«xpo$o  thy  sacred  truths  and  counsels  (o  the  conlem|it  of  sinful 
roms ;  to  labor  day  by  day  in  vain,  and  .•<pend  our  strength  for 
ij|^l  ?"  Yea,  we  cannot  fot^>ear  to  complain,  "  None  so  labor 
vain  as  we:  of  all  men  none  so  generally  improsnerous  and 
sful.     Others  are  wont  lo  wc  the  frtiit  of  (heir  tabors, 
preportion   to   ihe  expense   oi  strength   in  them  :    but  our 
Bagtn  is  labor  atvd  xorrow  ( for  the  most  part  ]  without  the  re- 
of  a  joyful  fniit.     The  husbandman  plows  in  hope,  and 
3W8  in  hope,  and  is  commonly  purlaker  of  his  hope :  we  are 
snt  to  plow  and  sow  among  rocks  and  ihorns,  and  in  the  high- 
ray  ;  bow  seldom  fall  we  upon  good  ground  ?  Where  have  we 
''any  increase  ?  Yea,  Lord,  bow  often  lire  nen  Ihe  harder  for  all 
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Mir  UI>or«  with  lltpm,  llic  deailcr  for  nil  endravora  tft  ({uiRki 
Ihvm  f  Our  bri'jih  kills  Ihem  wlioiit  ititiu  scn(]L>st  iii*  lo  n|irnk  )l 
to ;  Hilil  wv  onoti  bfcnmo  tit  llivm  n  deadly  savour.     Soinotiui 
when   wc  think  iiotncwliat  is  done  to  piirposp,  our  Uhur  nil 
(urtiH,  and  ivv  «r<>  to  Sogin  a^iin  ;  itnH  when   the  dulic^  we 
Ntnde  10,  romc*  dirftclly  lo  ciosa  nioiiN  intcrosl*  nml  rsmn 
rlin.iiiim",  iln-y  r<rvolt  and  Mnrt  ti;«irk,  m  if  wc  wen  iIk 

(Ipi.n  ibiiics,  or  Iht;  suoftl'i  iwiiit;  and  tliclrown  ml  t| 

tUcrniil  Klory  arc  regarded  as  a  iking  of  nou^hl :  tlirn  htxvi 
Rnd  IkiII  become  wJlh  iheni  TaTtcies  and  dreams;  and  nil  (hnl 
Ituve  said  to  them  false  and  fabulous.  We  art.*  to  thr  tonit 
toeii  thai  mock,  in  our  most  serious  warnings  aiv! ' 
(he  word  of  tho  Loi-d  is  a  reproach.  Wo  soini  . 
mouths  with  sr^umcntR,  .nnd  otir  hcnrt«  with  hope,  hihI  (hin 
Miri;  ihu)'  will  now  yield ;  hut  ihcy  esteem  our  strongest  lea 
ings  (as  Iicviathan  doth  iron  and  hrasa)  btit  as  straw  and  roti 
wood;  and  laugh  at  divinr:  ihroaicniuj^s  as  he  doth  at  Ihu  tiia 
iilg  of  (he  Kpenr.  Yea,  and  when  wc  have  convinecd  them, 
wo  havcdoue  nolhinic ;  (honj;li  wc  have  ^ot  ihoii  ■ 
oonKieiicc  on  niir  side  nod  their  own,  their  hi>b  icti 

and  carry  all.     They  will  now  have  their  way  though  ihoy 
rioli.     We  xe  ihem  [Miri&hinc  under  our  very  eye,  and  we 

10  them  (in  thy  name,  0  Lora)  to  leluro  and  live,  but  ibey 
gard  OS  not.     For  these  things,  sometimes  we  weep  in  wnr 
and  our  eyes   trickle  down  with  tears  ;  yea,  we  cry  to  lhco,| 
Lord,  and  thou  hcitresl  us  not ;  thy  h.ind  seems  shurlcncd,  ll: 
it  cannot  save;  it  puis  not  on  strength  as  in  the  days  of  old  ;i 
hath  snatched  souls  by  thousands,  as  lirobrandsout  of  the  fir 
but  now  thou  hidcst  and  drawest  it  back.     Who  hath  boIieH 
our  report  ?  To  whom  is  the  arm  of  Ihc  I'Ord  revealed  f  Mei 
while   even  the  devil's  instruments  prosjHT  more  than  w«  :  n^ 
ho   thai  makes  ii  his  business  lo  tempt  aiid  entire  down  bouIs] 
hull,  succeeds  more  than  we  that  would  allure  theni  to  hravfi 

Itut  we  must  s^K^ak,  whether  men  will  hear  or  forbear ;  thou 
it  concerns  us  lo  do  it  with  fear  and  trembling.  Oh.lwH  sole^ 
n  business  is  it  to  treat  with  souls !  and  how  much  to  be  drvndc 
lest  they  miscarry  Ibrou^  our  imprudence  or  neglect !  1  wi| 
wilh  Holicilude  what  shall  become  of  these  lines;  with  wE 
effect  they  will  he  read  (if  ihry  fall  into  such  hands)  by  ll 
whom  they  most  concern:  yea,  and  with  some  doubt,  whet 

11  wure  best  lo  write  on  or  forbear.     Sometimes  one  would 
cUue  to  think  il  a  merciful  umiMiion,  lest  we  add  lu  the  accnc 
and  torment  of  many  at  last ;  hut  sense  of  duly  towards  all, 
hope  of  doing  goo«l  to  some  must  overstay.     Coosiderin)*  lhe| 
fi'i  Lite  of  such  souls  I  am  now  dealing  with,  1 
(1  lie  ohstruc'ions  to  ihe  entertninmenl  of  i 
hi'iiH  ii-coiDrnendetl,  of  two  sorts  ;  partly  in   ihejr  inin^is,  (mi) 
(ll  their  he.ntis;  siunclliing  of  appearing  ivason,  hut   mure 
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r«ii  perverse  will.  Tbal  which  I  shall  d«  Sn  pursuaiKe  of  it} 
in^fll  (iill  uodcr  two  nnswerabic  hesds : — A  reply  to  ceilain  doubtl 
<  aw  ot4Jecti«ns,  wherein  lo  meet  with  the  loriner:  wd — the 
I  proposal  of  some  couiidcralionit,  wherein  lo  contend  agiunst  the 
Uier. 
f  I.)  It  appeiuv  nen  aie  grown  ingcniotisly  wicked,  and  hare 
loomed  hotv  to  dispute  themselves  into  ht-ll ;  and  to  nc^eet  what 
concerns  ihvir  elertid  bleuednesa  with  some  color  and  pictcoce 
,  of  reason.  It  will  therefore  be  worlli  the  while  to  discuss  a  lit- 
■■  tie  Ibeir  mare  specious  pretences,  and  coo&ider,  their  more  ob* 
[wjotu  (tuppoaable)  scruples,  which  will  be  fouod  to  concern  ei* 
Itber  the  possibility,  lawfulness,  advantage  or  necessity  of  the 
feadeavrrs  we  persuade  to. 

[1.]    Is  it  a  possible  undertaking  you  put  iia  upon  ;  or,  is  tliere 

any  thing  w~c  can  do  in  order  to  the  chanzc  of  oui  own  hearts  ? 

IVe  liod  ourst-lvcs  altogether  iindesirous  of  ihovc  things  whereia 

lyoQ  state  blcsHednc&s,  and  Ihey  are  without  savour  to  us.     If 

therefore  the  notion  you  give  ua  of  blessedness  be  right,  all  the 

'  work  necessary  (o  qualify  us  for  it  ia  yet  to  be  dose ;  we  yet  r«- 

Inain  wholly  deslitule  of  any  principle  of  life,  that  may  dispose 

(ju  lo  Mtch  relishes  and  enjoyraenls.     If  iho  nt^w  creature  (ns 

I  you  say]   consist  in  a  suitable  temper  of  spirit  unto  suvh  a  state 

u  ibis,  it  is  a3  yet  wholly  unformed  in  us;  And  is  there  any 

f  thing  to  be  done  by  a  dead  man  in  order  lo  life  f     Can  a  child 

'  contribute  any  thing  lo  its  first  formation  }  or  a  creature  to  its 

coQtiDg  into  being.'     In  answer  to  this,  consider: 

If  you   VffTu  serious  in  what  you  sar,  mclbinkit  you  should 
'  hare  little  mind  lo  pLiy   the  sophislers,  and  put  fallacies  upon 
yourselves,  in  (he  malter  that  concerns  ll)e  life  of  your  aoul. 
lAr^  what  else  are  }o\i  now  doing?     For  sure,  otherwise  one 
would  think  it  were  no  such  difGcully  to  understand  the  differ- 
ence between  the  use  aimpUdter,  tite  men  being  of  any  things 
and  Ihe  ease  lale,  its  being  siich  or  such  ;  by  the  addition  of 
Isoiaewhat  afterward  lo  thnl  being.     Though  nothing  could  con- 
I  tribute  to  its  own  being  simply  ;  yet  sure  when  it  is  in  being,  it 
t  may  conlribulc  lo  the  bcllennK  or  gwrlecting  of  itself,  (even  as 
[  Ihe  unreasonable  creatures  themselves  do : }  and  if  it  be  a  crea- 
ture oaturally  capable  of  acting  with  desiKn,  it  may  act  design* 
[•dly  in  order  to  its  becoming  so  or  so  qualified,  or  the  attaining 
ft   somewhat   yot  wanting  to  its  perfection.      Vou  cannot   be 
[iboueht  so  ignorant,  but  that  you  know  the  new  creature  is  only 
iddilion    (o  your  former  being  :  and  though  it  be  true,  that  it 
do  no  more  to  its  ownprodiirtion  than  l)w  uncuncfived  child 
L( as  nothing  can  act  before  it  is)  doth  it  therefore  (oUow,  that 
rour  reasonable  soul,  in  which  it  is  to  be  forned,  cannot  use 
lOd's  prescribed  means  in  order  to  that  blessed  change  f    You 
Enooot  act  holily  as  a  saint ;  but  therefore  can  you  im>1  act  ralion- 
M  A  mao  '■    1  Sfpeat  lo  your  reason  and  conscience  in  some 
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pttrticulars.     U  it  impossible  lo  you  to  aOenJ  upon  the  tliifpcii 
uUon  of  fhc  gospel,  which  is  God's  power  unto  salvation,  tb 
seal  by  which  he  impresiies  liis  image,  the  gUBS  through   wfau 
bia  glory  shines  lo  the  chnnging  of  souU  into  the  same  liki-neso  ? 
Are  jrou  not  as  able  lo  go  lo  church  as  the  tavern  ;  and  to  eit  i^h 
the  iMembly  of  saints  sa  of  mockers?     Is  it  impoMible  to  yo^H 
to  consult  the  written  woid  of  God,  and  thence  loam  what  yo^^ 
roust  be,  and  do  in  order  lo  blessedness?     Will  not  your  eyei 
serve  you  to  read  the  Bible  as  well  *s  a  gazelle  or  play<book?  4 
Is  it  impossible  to  inquire  of  your  minister,  or  an  understanding 
christian  neighbor  eonccming  Ihc  way  and  terms  of  bicsscdneul 
Cannot  your  tongue  pronounce  these  words,  what  shall  I  do  lo  be    i 
saved,  as  well  as  those,  pray  what  do  you  think  of  the  weather;* 
or  what   news  is  there  going?     Vet  further:  Is  it  impossible  (o 
Bpplyyour  thoughts  to  what  you  meet  with  suitable  to  your  case  in 
attendance  upon  preaching,  reading,  or  discoui^e  ?     Have  all  such 
words  a  barbarous  sound  in  your  ear  ?     Can  you  not  consider 
what  sens«  is  carried  under  tliem ;  whai  they  import  and  aig- 
uify?     Can  you  not  bethink  youmclf.  Do  the  doctrines  of  God 
ana  Christ  and  the  life  lo  come,  signify  something  or  nothing? 
or  do  ihcy  signify  any  thing  worth  tlie  considcHog,  or  that  it  is 
fit  for  mv  lo  lake  notice  of? 

Am)  yet  10  proceed  a  little  further  with  you  :  I  pray  you  once 
more  demand  of  yourselves,  and  put  your  consciences  closely  to 
it,  whether,  when  they  have  told  you  (as  no  doubt  they  will,) 
that  such  things  deserve  your  consideration,  it  be  impossible  to 
you,  to  use  your  considering  power  thus,  and  employ  it  even 
about  ihese  things?  Do  but  make  this  easy  trial,  and  then  say, 
whether  it  be  impossible.     Sec  if  you  cannot  »elerl  one  hour  on 

fiurpo»c,  wherein  lo  sit  down  by  yourselves  alone,  with  this  reso- 
ulion ;  Well,  I  will  now  spend  iJiis  hour  in  considering  my  eter- 
nal concernments.  When  you  have  obtained  so  much  of  your- 
self; set  your  thoughts  on  work,  (you  will  find  them  voluble 
and  unfixed,  very  apt  to  revolt  and  iiy  ofiT  from  things  yon  have 
DO  mind  l(>,  but )  use  your  authority  with  youiself,  tell  your  soul 
(or  let  it  tf II  itself)  these  things  concern  thy  life.  At  least,  ta- 
king thjs  prepared  matter  along  wilb  thee  (that  thou  mayst  not 
have  this  pretence,  thou  kuowest  not  what  to  think  of, )  try  if 
Ihou  canst  not  think  of  tliese  things,  now  actually  suggested  and 
offered  to  thy  thoughts  :  as  namely,  Consider,  that  thou  hast  a 
reasonable,  immortal  soul,  which  as  it  is  liable  to  eternal  inificry, 
so  it  is  capable  of  elcmal  blesscdncKS :  that  this  bleasedncw  thou 
dost  understand  to  coiisiM  only  in  the  vision  of  tlie  bles«cd  God, 
Id  being  made  like  lo  him,  and  in  the  salisfastion  that  is  thenc* 
to  result  and  accrue  to  thee.  Consider  (what  Ihy  very  objee* 
tion  supposelh,)  that  Ihou  findcsl  the  temper  of  thy  spirit  to  b« 
altogether  indisposed  and  averse  to  such  a  blessedness.  Is  it 
not  so  ?  is  not  this  thy  very  case  ?  feel  now  again  thy  heart  ■  '-•' 
is  it  not  at  least  coldly  affected  towards  this  blessed  slate  ? 
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tattnoltI)«n  obvious  to  thee  lo  considtr,  that  tf)«  tfm^MFor ' 
.tby  spirit  must  be  changed,  or  Ihou  nrt  undone  ?  thai  ina^mtifh 
'■•  tbr  bles««!dnes3  lie<i  ill  God,  ihid  ehiinpc  niuxt  lie  in  the  .illcr- 
alittnof  thy  dis}>()siiioii9,  and  the  posture  of  thy  spirit  towanls 
him.  Fiirtlicr,  Canst  thou  not  consider  the  power  aivd  fixednen 
^of  ihy  avcisation  from  God  ;  and  with  how  mighty  a  weight  thy 
Ifaeaj-t  is  carried  and  held  down  from  Ilim  ^  Try,  till  at  thy 
heart,  see  if  it  will  be  raised  God-ward  and  heaven-ward  ^  Uo^ 
ihou  not  find,  it  ta  «s  if  thou  weit  lifting  at  a  mountain,  that  it 
■ies  ma  a  dead  weight  and  stirs  not.'  Ponder  thy  case  in  this 
VMpfict.  And  then.  Is  it  not  to  be  considered,  that  thy  time  is 
haaeing  away  apace  ?  (bat  if  thou  let  thyself  alone,  it  is  likely  to 
Ibe  as  had  with  thee  to-morrow  as  this  day,  and  as  bad  next  day 
Las  to-morrow  ?  And  if  Itiy  time  expire  and  ihoit  he  snatched 
laway  in  this  state,  what  will  become  of  thee  ?  And  dost  thou 
not  therefore  gee  a  necessity  of  consideiing  whatever  may  Iw 
hkO»t  moving,  and  most  likely  to  incline  thy  heart  God-ward,  of 
■pleading  it  more  loudly  and  importunately  with  thyself^  And 
Eeanat  thou  not  consider  and  reason  the  matter  thus  f  *'  O  my 
uoul,  what  is  the  reason  that  thou  so  drawcst  hack  and  hanf^ent 
lefT  from  tliy  G<m1  >  that  (hou  art  so  unwilling  to  be  blessed  io 
Lhim  ?  that  thou  shouldst  venture  to  nin  thy<«elf  upon  etental 
Iperdition  rather  ?  What  cause  hath  he  ever  given  thee  to  dis- 
lalTect  Ilim?  What  is  the  ground  of  Ihy  so  mighty  prejudice? 
LHath  be  ever  done  (bee  hurl  ';  Dost  thou  think  lie  will  not  ac- 
Icept  a  returning  soul .'  That  is  to  give  the  lie  to  his  gospel ; 
nnd  it  becomes  not  a  perishing  wretch  so  (o  provoke  Him  in 
Ewhom  is  all  its  hope.  Is  the  eiernat  ^\oiy  an  undesirable  thing? 
lor  the  everlasting  burnines  tolerable  ?  Canst  thou  lind  a  way  of 
Ibeing;  forever  blessed  without  God  ;  or  wlielhcr  he  will  or  no  ? 
lor  is  there  a  MifTicient  presitiit  pleasure  in  thy  sinful  distance 
brom  God,  to  outweigh  heaven  and  bell  ?  Darest  thou  venture 
[upon  a  resolution  of  giving  God  and  Chiist  their  last  refusal ;  or 
bay,  (hou  wilt  never  hearken  to,  or  have  to  do  with  them  more, 
lor  dareE(  (hou  venture  to  do  what  (hou  darest  not  resolve  ?  and 
net  the  wickedness  thou  canst  not  think  of?  scorn  eternal  ma- 
Qesly  and  love^  spurn  and  tiample  a  bleeding  Saviour.'"  Com- 
Inunc  thus  awhile  with  thyself;  but  if  yet  Ihou  lind  thy  heart 
pelent  nothing,  thou  canst  yet  further  consider,  that  it  lies  not  in 
llhy  power  to  turn  thy  own  heart,  (or  elite  how  eomeat  thou  thus 
Ho  object?)  And  hence,  canst  thou  avoid  considering  this  is  a 
biitrenrd  case  ?  thai  thou  art  in  great  straits:  liable  to  perish 
Hyea,  sure  to  do  so,  if  thou  continue  in  that  ill  temper  of  spirit,) 
uod  wholly  unable  (o  help  thyself?  Surely  thou  canfti  not  but 
nee  this  to  he  a  most  dislres&ed  cose. 

I  I  put  it  now  to  thy  conscience,  whether  being  thus  led  on, 
■Itou  canst  not  go  thus  far  ?  See  whether  upon  (rial  thy  con- 
ncience  fiive  thee  leave  to  ssy,  I  am  not  able  tnus  to  do  or  think  : 
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ud  he  not  here  so  foolish,  as  to  separate  (he  action  of  I 
cause  and  the  second,  in  judging  thy  ability.     Thou  mayM  say 
no,  I  cannot  think  a  good  [houghl  without  God;  true,  so  I  know 
thou  canst  not  move  a  linger  without  God  ;  but  my  tnefttiinc  in 
this  appeal  to  thy  conttcicncu  it),  whether  upon  trial  thou  findest 
not  an  assistauco  sufh^icnl  to  cnrry  thcc  thus  far  f     I'ossibly  thou 
wilt  wy,  yea,  hut  what  nm  1  (he  better  ?     I  om  only  brought  (o 
see  myself  in  n  dis(re8sed,  penshing  condition,  and  can  get  no 
further.     I  answer,  it  is  well  (hou  art  got  so  ftir,  if  (hou  indeed 
sec  thyself  perishing,  and  (by  drowsy  soul  awnke  into  any  sense 
of  the  sadness  of  thy  case.     But  I  intend  not  thus  to  leave  thee 
hero;    therefore   let  me  furthermore  demand   of  thee:    What 
course  wouldst   thou  lake  in  any  other  distress,  wherein  th 
knowest  not  what  to  do  to  help  (bysclf^  would  not  such  an  e 
gency,  when  (hou  findcM  thyself  pinched  and  urged  on  eve. 
side,  and  every  way  is  shut  up  to  thee,  that  thoa  art  beset  w 
calamities,  aitd  canst  no  way  turn  iliyself  to  avoid  them  ;  would 
not  such  an  extgpncy  force  thee  down  on  thy  knees,  and  set  thee 
a  crying  to  the  tJod  of  mercy  for  relief  and   help  ?     Would  not 
nature  itself  prompt  to  this  .'     Is  it  not  natural  to  lift  op  bands 
and  eyes  to  heaven  when  we  know  not  what  to  do  ?•     There- 
fore having  thus  far  reasoned   with  thee  abotit  thy  considering 
power;  let  me  demand  of  thcc,  if  (hou  canst  no(  yet  go  some- 
wha(  further  (ban  coniiidcnng }  that  is,  in  short :  Is  it  imposaiblfi 
to  thee  to  Db<^y   this  diclale  of  nature  ^     1  mean,  rcpri^i'cnt  the 
deplorable  case  of  (hv  soul  hefoie  Him  that  made  it;  ajid  crare 
his  merciful  relief  ?     Do  not  dispute   the  matter ;  thou  canst  m 
but  see  this  is  a  po«sible  and  a  rational  course,  as  thy  case 
Should  not  a  people  seek  unto  their  God  ?     Fall  down  Iherefi 
low  before  Htm  ;  prostrate  thyself  at  the  foot-stool  of  his  mere; 
•eat.     Tell  Him,  thou   undcrslandest   Him   to  he  the   Father' 
spirits  and  (he  Father  of  nierctc.t;  that  thou   bast  heard  of  In 
great  mercy  and  pity  towards  (he  F>j>iii(s  of  men  in  their  (< 
lorn,  lapsed  state:    what  a  hie.'tsedness   lie  hath   designed  ft 
tbem-,     what   means   he   hath   designed   to   brine   them   to 
Tell   Him,   thou   only   ncedest   a  temper   of  spirit   suitable 
the  blessedness  He  invites  the«  to ;  that  thou  canst  not  mai 
ter  and  change   (by  sensual,  earthly  hear( ;   thou  knowcs(  He 
easily  can  ;  ihou  art   come  lu  implore  his  help,  that   his  bl«»M;d 
and  Holy  Spirit  may  dcixTnd  and  breathe  upon  ihy  stupid,  de 
Mul ;  and  may  svrcctly  incline  and  move  it  towards  Him;  (h 
it  may  eternally   rest  in  Htm  ;  aru)  that  thou  mayst  not  perisi 
after  so  much  done  in  order  to  (hy  blessedness,  only  for  want 
a  heart  to  entertain  it.     Tell  Him,  ihou  comest  upon  his"racioi 
encouragement,  having  beard  He  is  a«  ready  to  give  his  Spirit 
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thfiiB  Ihtt  u&  Him,  M  parents,  bread  to  d)«lr  craving  childnq 
rather  than  a  atone  :  that  it  is  for  life  thou  bcggest :  that  it  is  flOt 
M  easy  to  thee,  to  think  of  pcri^Iiin;;  for  ever  :  that  thou  canst 
D04  desist  «ni]  give  up  aJ)  thy  \u>ih-s  :  l)inl  itiou  shall  be  in  hell 
abortly,  if  lie  hear  and  he\\>  ihve  not-  l.aMly,  If  thus  Ihou  ob- 
tain any  comniunication  of  that  holy,  bleuH^t  Spirit,  and  thou 
find  it  gently  moving  thy  dead  heart,  let  me  once  more  demand 
of  tbee  :  is  it  impossible  to  forbear  this  or  that  extcrmU  act  of 
■in  at  tilts  time,  when  thou  art  templed  to  it  >  sure  thou  canst 
not  say,  it  is  impowible.  What  necessitates  thee  to  it  ?  And 
then  certainly  thou  mayst  as  well  ordinarily  nilhbold  ihyMlf 
from  running  into  such  customary  sensunlitics,  as  tend  to  grieve 
the  Spirit,  debauch  conscience,  shipify  thy  soul,  and  bide  (lod 
from  thee.  And  if  titou  canM  do  all  this,  do  not  fool  thy  sloth- 
All  soul  with  as  idle  «  conceit,  that  thou  hast  oolbing  to  do,  but 
to  sti  still,  expecting  till  thou  drop  into  hell. 

( 2. )  But  have  I  not  reason  to  tear,  I  shal]  but  add  sin  to  sin  in 
•11  this?  and  so  increase  the  burden  of  guilt  upon  my  own  »uul ; 
and  by  endeavorine  to  better  my  case,  make  it  far  worse.  Two 
things  1  consider,  tliat  surest  to  mc  this  fear, — the  manner  and 
«D<),  of  the  duties  you  put  me  upon,  as  they  will  be  done  by  me 
tjn  the  case  wherein  1  apprehend  myself,  yet  to  lie. — The  man- 
[ber :  (as  to  the  positive  action  you  advise  to,)  I  have  heard,  the 
licflt  Bciiona  of  an  unrct^enerale  person  arc  sins,  through  the  sin- 
liihiess  of  bi<j  manner  of  dning  them  ;  ihouj^li  as  to  Ihe  mailer  of 
the  tbiuf^  done,  they  be  enjoined  and  good  :  and  though  it  be  true, 
tliat  tiie  regenerate  cannot  perform  a  sinless  duly  neither;  yet 
tbeir  persons  and  works  being  covered  over  with  the  righteous> 
mess  of  Christ,  are  looked  upon  as  having  no  sin  in  ihem,  which 
<l  apprehend  to  he  none  of  my  case. — And  as  to  the  end.  You 
ktut  me  upon  lhe»e  things  in  order  to  the  attaining  of  blcttaed- 
viees ;  and  to  do  such  Ihings  with  inUiilion  to  a  reward,  is  to  be 
[(•8 may  be  doubted)  unwartiinlablc,  mercenary,  and  8er\'ile. 
'  [I.]  As  to  this  fonuer  reason  of  your  doubt;  mcthinks  Ihe 
|pro|>osal  of  it  answers  it.  Forasmuch  as  you  acknowledge  the 
Knallcr  of  thes«  actions  to  be  good  and  duty  (and  plain  it  is,  they 
pre  moral  duties,  of  common  perpetual  concernment  to  all  per- 
(Vons  and  times,]  d.ire  tou  decline  or  dispute  against  your  duly  ^ 
[Sure,  if  we  compare  the  evil  of  what  is  so  subslanlially  in  itself, 
'iBTiA  what  is  so  circumstaolially,  only  by  the  adherence  of  totae 
Wndue  iiioe/ua,  or  manner ;  it  ciinnot  be  hard  to  detcnnine  which 
it  the  great«r  and  more  dreadful  evil,  .As  to  the  prcsi^nl  ease  ; 
■bouMst  (hou,  when  the  great  God  sends  aliroad  bis  proclamation 
■if  p*rdoD  and  peace,  rofu'ic  to  attend  it :  to  consider  the  con- 
tents of  it,  and  thy  own  cise  in  reference  thereto,  and  thereupon 
Ho  sue  to  him  for  the  life  of  thy  own  soul  ^  Dost  thou  not  plainly 
BM  thy  refusal  must  needs  be  more  provoking  than  thy  defective 
periornaDce?    This,  speaks  dbabitiiy,   but  that,  rebellion  and 
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con(em[il.*  Bejiides,  dost  Ihou  uot  see,  that  tiiy  objeelion  ! 
as  mudi  againsl  ev«rj'  othi^r  action  of  ihy  life  ?  The  wise  ml 
Icllv  UH,  (Frov.  31.  ■!.)  tlie  plowing  of  Uie  wicked  is  sin,  (if  tin 
ti«  lilerallj  (o  be  undcralooa;)  ana  wlut  wouldsl  ihnu  (lierefore 
ait  still  and  do  nothing  .'  Then  how  soon  would  that  idleness  draw 
on  gross  wickcdncst)  ^  And  would  not  dial  be  a  dreadTitl  conl'ula- 
lion  of  th^Miir,  if  thou  who  didst  pretend  a  wrruplc,  that  thou 
mightst  not  praj*,  read,  hoar,  meditate,  ahalt  nut  scruple  to  plar 
(he  pulton,  the  drunkard,  the  wanton,  and  indulfiv  thynclf  in  all 
riot  and  excess?  Yea,  if  thou  do  not  break  out  into  mich  exorbi- 
tancios,  would  anj  one  think  him  serious  thut  Miould  »ay,  it  were 
against  his  conscience  to  be  working  out  \m  salvation,  and  slriv- 
\a^  to  enter  in  at  the  strait  gate  i  seeking  first  the  kingdom  of 
God,  &c.  Would  not  this  sound  strangelj-T  And  especially,  (bat 
io  (he  mean  time  it  should  never  be  against  his  conscience,  (o 
trifle  away  bis  time,  and  lire  in  perpetual  neglects  of  God,  in 
persevering  athuisnt,  infidelity,  hardness  of  heart,  never  regret- 
tid  or  striven  against ;  a«  if  these  were  more  innocent  ?  And 
what  (hou  sayst  o(  the  dilTerenl  ease  of  the  regenerate,  is  im- 
pcrlinenl-,  for  as  to  (his  innltcr,  the  ease  is  not  diflfcrcnt,  they 
that  take  themselves  to  be  such,  must  not  think  that  hy  their 
supposed  interest  in  the  righteousness  of  Christ,  their  real  sins 
eeasc  to  be  such,  they  only  become  pardoned  sins ;  and  shall 
they  therefore  sin  more  boldly  than  other  men,  because  they  are 
surer  of  pardon  f 


J  2.]   As  to  the  other  ground  of  (his  doubt,  there  can  only  be 
L'B         " 
sins  i 
gion   inconsistent  with  humanity  :    and   that  God  were  about 


L'ar  of  sinning,  Ujwn  ibis  account,  to  them  that  make  moi^^ 
sins  and  duties  tlian  God  hath  made.     The  doubt  supposes  rel^| 

Jt  «^ 


rase  out  of  the  nature  of  man  one  of  the  most  radical  and  fun- 
damental laws  written  there, — a  desire  of  blessedness: — tad 
supposes  it  against  (he  express  scope  and  tenor  of  his  who)<  gos- 
pel revelation.  For  what  doth  that  design,  but  to  bring  men  to 
blessedness  ?  And  how  is  it  a  means  (o  compass  that  design,  but 
as  it  tends  to  engage  men's  spirits  (o  design  it  too  f  unless  we 
would  imajpnc  they  should  go  to  heaven  blindfold,  or  be  rolled 
tliUber  as  stones  that  know  not  whither  they  arc  moved ;  in 
which  ease  (he  gn»pcl,  (hat  reveals  the  eternal  glory,  and  the 
way  to  it,  were  a  useless  thing.  If  so  express  words  had  aol_ 
been  in  (lie  Bible,  as  tliat  Moses  had  respect  to  the  rci-om[>eni~ 
of  reward  ;  yea,  that  our  Lord  Jesus  himself,  for  the  joy  set  bl 
fore  him  endured  (he  cross,  &c.  this  had  been  a  little  more  coU 
able,  or  ntore  modest.    And  what,  do  not  all  men,  in  all  the 


*  Thpr^forr  M  tO  lliat  Ibmi  of  eiqnvaMan— that  sueb  ncca  of  unregeoer 
Rinn  nrr  t>in^— thnt  ii>  a  eBlarbn»tic«l  ]»*C0  of  ritotonc,  wbkli  Iwiiif  so  i 
lleretuod,  in  luirmlciv ;  but  to  uae  it  in  propri^t)'  of  (ipnnrh,  nnd  llicncs  IA  (. 
U>  inske  men  >>cUev^  that  ii  is  a  aln  to  do  llicir  iluty,  a  void  tMth  »f  tnu 
awl  unnw,  nnd  full  of  iiingn  iinIO  ihn  anula  of  men. 
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dinftrj  actions  of  ihpir  lives,  act  allonatily  enough,  with  intui- 
tion to  much  lower  oimIs?    even  ihose  particular  ends  wliicli  th* 
■works  of  tbeir  Mvenl  callings  tend  to,  els«  lli<;j  should  act  »» 
I  brutes  in  every  thing  they  do.     And  would  such  a  one  scniple^ 
[if  he  were  pining  for  want  of  bread,  to  beg  or  Uibor  for  it  for 
bis  end,  to  be  relieved  ?    It  is  the  inistakinjE  of  the  notion  of 
'heaven  thai  halli  nI»o  an  ingrcdicncy  into  this  douhl,  if  it  be 
really  a  doubt.     What!  is  it  a  low  Ihing  to  be  61led  tvilb  the  di> 
vine   fulness?  to  have  his  glory  rc|>|[.'iiishine  our  souls?    to  be 
j  perfectly  freed  from  sin  .'  in  every  thing  conlormed  unto  his  holy 
[nature  and  will?  That  our  minding  our  int4!re5t  in  this,  or  any 
'kfTaiis,  ftliould  be  the  principal  thing  with  us,  is  not  to  be  tboughl  : 
,  our  Hiipreme  end  must  be  the  same  with  his,  who  made  all  things 
for  hiniHcir,  of  whom,  through  whom,  and  to  whom  all  things  iir**, 
that  he  alone  might  have  ihc  glory.     But  subordinates  need  not 
tquurel.     A  lower  end  doth  not  exclude  the  higher,  but  serves 
[it :  and  is,  as  to  it, a  means.     God  is  our  end  as  he  is  to  be  glori- 
I  fied  and  enjoyed  by  us  :  our  glorifying  him  is  but  the  agnilion  of 
[his  glory;   which  we  do  most  in  beholding  and  partaking  it; 
,  %t'bith  is  therefore  in  direct  subordination  thereto. 

{ 3. )  But  it  may  fiirlhftr  be  doubted,  What  if  it  be  aclcnowlcdg- 
j  ed,  that  (hcse  aru  both  things  possilile  ami  lawful ;  yet  to  what 
I  purpose  will  it  be  to  attempt  any  thing  in  this  kind  ?  0  what  as- 
[surancc  have  I  of  success  !  Is  there  any  woni  of  promise  for  the 
1  feocouragcmcnt  of  one  in  my  case  ?  Or  is  God  under  any  obliga- 
tion to  reward    the  endeavors  of  nature  with    special   grac«  ? 
[VOiercforc,  when  I  have  done  all  I  can,  he  rosy  wilhholil  his  in- 
Itiencc,  and  then  I  am  but  where  I  was,  and  may  pcri»li  not- 
l-Wilhslanding.    And  suppose  ibou  perish  notwithstanding  ?  Do  but 
ret  consult  a  little  with  thy  own  thoughts :  which  is  more  toler- 
F«ble  and  easy  to  thee  to  perish,  as  not  attaining  what  tl^  fainter 
fslruggtings  could  not  reach;  or  for  the  most  direct,  wilful  rebcU 
[lion,  doing  wickedly  as  thou  couldst  ?    Or  who  shall  have,  think- 
est  Ihou,  ilie  more  fearful  condemnation  '  He  that  shall  truly  say 
vben  bis  master  cvmcs  to  judgment,  "  1  never  had  indeed,  Lord, 
t  heart  eo  fully  changed  and  Itirned  to  thee,  as  should  denote  me 
be  the  subject  of  thy   saving,   patdoning   merry  ;  but   thoo 
knowest  (who  knowest  all  things)  I  longed  (and  with  some  ear- 
sestness)  did  endenrorit.     Thou  hast  been  priry  to  my  secret 
Fd«»ire*  and  mo:>nH,  to  the  weak  strivings  of  a  listless  dislemper- 
[«d  spirit,  not  pleased    with  itself,  aiming  at  a  bettt^r  temp«r  to- 
vards  thee.     I   neglected  not  ihy  prescribed  means:  only  that 
|race  which  I  could  not  challenge,  thou  wast  pleased  not  to  give  : 
>u  didst  require  what  I  must  confess  myself  to  have  owed 
nee ;  thou  didst  withhold  only  what  thou  owcdst  me  not ;  ther(^• 
jro   must  1  yield   myself  a  convicted,  guilty  wretch,  and  have 
ilhing  to  say  why  thy  sentence  should  not  pass."     Or  ho  that 
iiall  as  truly  hear  from  the  mouth  of  his  Judge,  "  Sinner,  thou 
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wast  oAcD  forG-wamod  of  this  appronchlng  day,  and  calltd  upoa 
lo  provide  for  it ;  ihou  badsl  precept  ujmd  precept,  and  line  u 
on  line.  The  counaeb  of  life  luid  peace  were  with  frequent  i 
(wriunitjr  pressed  upon  thee,  but  Ihou  rejectedst  all  with  pro 
contempt,  didjt  despise  with  the  same  profane  scorn  the  olTcre^ 
enmmund'i,  and  threats  of  him  that  made  thee  ;  hardene»t  thy 
heart  to  llie  most  obstinate  rebellion  against  his  known  Uwi|~ 
didst  all  the  wickednens  to  trhich  th)^  heart  prompted  thee,  will 
out  re«tr&iot  -,  dcelinedsl  eTcrj  thing  of  duly  which  his  author 
tjT,  and  the  exigency  of  thy  own  case  did  oblige  thc«  lo  ;  did 
avoid  as  much  as  thou  couldst  to  hear  or  know  any  thing  of 
will ;  couldst  not  find  one  serious,  considering  hour  in  a  whofi 
life-liine,  to  bctliiok  thyself,  what  was  likely  (o  become  of  the 
when  thy  place  on  earth  should  know  thee  uo  more.  The 
mi|;hlst  know,  thou  wast  at  my  mercy,  thy  breath  in  my  hand 
and  that  1  could  easily  hare  cut  thee  off  any  moment  of  t)i 
large  space  of  time,  my  patience  allowed  ihcc  in  the  world ;  yt 
Ihou  nerer  ihoughlc!))  it  worth  the  while  to  sue  to  me  for  ih^ 
life.  Destruction  from  the  Lord  was  never  a  terror  to  tbec 
Thou  wouldsl  never  be  brought  upon  thy  knees;  I  had  none 
thy  addresses ;  never  didst  thou  sigh  out  a  serious  request  fa 
mercy  ;  thy  soul  was  not  wortlt  so  much  in  (by  account.  Thj 
blood,  wretch,  he  upon  iby  guilty  bead  :  Depart  accursed  intc 
everlasting  flames,  &c." 

Come  now,  use  ihy  rcnson  awhile,  employ  a  few 
thoughts  about  this  matter  ;  remember,  ihou  wilt  have  a  Ion 
eternity  wherein  to  n'cognize  the  paSMgcs  of  thy  life,  and  tt 
state  of  thy  case  in  ihe  la.tt  judgmeiil.  Were  it  suppowblc  tha 
one  who  bad  done  as  the  fonuer,  should  be  lufl  fin;illy  doslilut 
of  divine  grace  and  perish  :  yet  in  which  of  these  cases  woulda 
thou  choose  to  be  found  at  last  f  Uut  why  yet  sliouldst  thou  ima 
gine  so  sad  an  issue,  as  that  after  thine  utmost  endeavors,  gra 
should  be  withheld,  and  leave  thee  to  perish ;  because  (lod  hat 
not  bound  binisclf  by  promise  to  thee.'  What  promise  have 
ravens  to  be  heard  when  they  cry  ?  But  thou  art  a  sinner:  tru< 
otherwise  thou  werl  not  without  promise;  the  promiHs  of  th^ 
first  covenant  would  at  least  belong  to  ihec.  Yet  experkn« 
tells  tlic  woiM,  his  unpromtsed  mercie.i  freely  flow  evcry^ 
where  \  The  whole  earth  is  fuU  of  his  goodness ;  yea,  but  hG 
special  grace  is  conveyed  by  promise  only,  and  (bat  only  throug^ 
Christ  i  and  how  can  it  be  communicated  through  him  to  any  ha 
those  that  arc  in  him.'  What  then,  is  the  first  in-being  in  Chril 
no  special  grace  f  or  is  there  any  being  in  him  before  the  lirsti 
that  should  Iw  the  ground  of  that  gracious  communication  ^  Thin 
are  plain  enough,  if  we  make  them  not  intricate,  or  entangt 
ourselves  by  foolish  subtilties.  God  promises  sinners  indefinite 
Ir,  pardon  and  eternal  life,  for  the  »akc  of  Christ,  on  condilioi 
that  they  believe  on  him.     He  gives  of  kU  good  pleafurc  tha 
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grace  whereby  he  ilraws  any  to  Cliiint,  without  promise  direcUy 
made  to  them,  whether  absolute  or  conditioual ;  though  he  gire 
it  for  the  take  of  Christ  also.  His  discovery  of  His  purpose  to  giro 
such  grace  to  some,  indefinitely,  amounts  not  to  a  promise  claima- 
ble by  any  ;  for  if  it  be  aaid  to  be  an  absuiule  promise  (o  particular 
persons,  who  are  (bey  f  whose  duly  is  it  to  belierc  it  made  to 
him  f  If  conilitiunal,  what  are  the  conditions  upon  which  the 
first  grace  is  certainly  promised  ?  who  can  be  able  to  assign  them  } 
But  poor  soul !  thou  needest  not  stay  to  puzzle  thyself  about 
this  matter.  (3od  binds  himself  to  do  what  he  promises ;  but 
hath  be  any  where  bound  himself  to  do  no  more  }  Did  he  prom- 
ise thee  thy  being  ;  or  that  thou  shouldst  live  to  Ibis  day  >  did  he 
promise  thee  the  bread  that  sustains  thee,  the  daily  comforts  of 
thy  life  P  Yea,  (what  is  nearer  the  present  purpose,)  did  he 
promise  tliee  a  station  under  the  gospel?  or  that  thou  shouldst 
ever  hear  the  name  of  Christ  ?  If  ever  his  Spirit  have  in  any  de- 
gree moved  upon  thy  heart,  inclined  thee  at  alt  seriously  to  con- 
sider thy  eternal  concernments,  did  he  before-hand  make  thee 
any  promise  of  that  ?  A  promise  would  give  thee  a  full  certainty 
of  the  issue,  if  it  were  absolute,  out  of  hand  ;  if  conditional,  as 
soon  as  thou  findest  the  condition  performed.  But  what!  canst 
thou  act  upon  no  lower  rate  than  a  foregoing  certainty,  a  pre-a*- 
surance  of  the  event?  My  fnend,  consider  a  little,  ( what  thou 
canst  not  but  know  already )  that  it  is  hope  ( built  with  those  that 
are  rational,  upon  rational  probabilities,  with  many,  oftentimes 
upon  none  at  all)  is  the  great  engine  that  moves  the  world,  that 
keeps  all  sorts  of  men  in  action.  Doth  the  husbandman  fore- 
know when  he  plons  and  sows,  that  the  crop  will  answer  hia 
cost  and  pains  ?  Doth  the  merchant  foreknow,  when  he  embarks 
iiis  goods,  he  shall  have  a  safe  and  gainful  return  ?  Dost  thou 
foreknow,  when  thou  eatest,  it  shall  refresh  thee  ?  when  thou 
takcst  physio,  that  it  shall  recover  thy  health,  and  save  thy  life  ? 
Yea  further,  can  the  covetous  man  pretend  a  promise,  that  his 
unjust  practices  shall  enrich  him  ?  the  malicious,  that  he  shall 
prosper  in  his  ilcsign  of  revenge  ?  the  ambitions,  that  he  shall  he 
great  and  honorable  ?  the  voluptuous,  that  his  pleasure  shall  be 
always  unmixed  with  gall  and  wormwood  ?  Can  any  say,  they 
ever  had  a  promise  to  ascertain  them  that  profancncss  and  sensu- 
ality would  bring  them  to  heaven  ?  that  an  ungodly,  dissolute  life 
would  end  in  blessedness  ?  Here  the  Lord  knows  men  can  be 
confident  and  active  enough  without  a  promise,  and  against 
many  an  express  threatening.  Wilt  then  not  upon  the  hope  thou 
hast  before  thee,  do  as  much  for  thy  soul,  for  eternal  blessedness, 
as  men  do  foi  uncertain  riches,  short  pleasures,  an  airy,  soon 
blasted  name  ?  yea,  as  much  as  men  desperately  do  to  damn 
themselves,  and  purchase  their  own  swift  destruction .'  Or  canst 
thou  pretend,  thou  hast  no  pre-assuring  promise,  thou  bast  no 
hope  ?  Is  it  nothing  to  have  heard  so  much  of  God's  gracious  na- 
vot..  I.  94 
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turc  *  U  il  auiuble  lo  the  reports,  ant)  <Ii»coveries  )ie  hath  matla^ 
of  hinwelf,  to  let  a  poor  wretch  pcriith  at  hw  feel,  that  lies  proa 
Irate  tkere  expecting  his  mercy  ?  D'uifH  thou  ever  hear  he  wal 
so  little  a  lover  of  souls  ?  Do  hiti  giving  his  Son,  bis  earnest,  ur 
wearied  striritif^s  with  sinncrH,  his  lonn:  patience,  the  clear  beanii 
of  goHpcl    light,  the   amiable   appenrantes    of   his     grace,    gtv< 
gtoiintl  for  DO  better,  no  kinder  thoughts  of  him  ?  yea,  hath  hi 
not  expressly  styled  himself  tho  God  hearing  prayers,  inken  1 
MUn«  on  purpose  lo  encourage  all  flesh  to  come  to  him.    Psal 
6ft.  i.  Wilt  tnou  dare  then  to  adopt  lliose  profane  words,  Whi 
pro6t  is  it  lo  pray  lo  htm  ^  (Jol>.  21.  15.)  and  say,  il  is  better 
sit  still,  resolving  to  perish,  than  address  lo  him,  or  seek  his  ft 
vor,  hecaose  he  hath  not  by  promise  assured  thee  of  the  issufl 
and  thai,  if  he  suRpeiid  his  ^rarc,  all  thou  do!t  will  be  in  vaini 
How  woiildst  thou  Judge  o(  the  like  resolution,  if  the  husbarxT 
man  should  say,  When  T  have  spent  my  pains  and  coul  in  hrc 
ing  up  and  preparing  llie  earth,  and  easting  in  my  seed ;  if  t\ 
sun  shine  not,  and  the  rain  fall  not  in  season,  if  the  influences  < 
hcHven  be  so-spended,  if  tiod  withhold  his  blessing,  or  if  an  ir 
vading  enemy  anticipate  my  harvest,  all  I    do  and  expend  ts 
no  purpose  ;    and  God  hath  not  asccrlnined  me  of  the  contra 
by  cxpKM  promise,  it  is  as  good  therefore  sit  still  i  Censure  an 
answer  him  and  thyself  both  together. 

(4.)  Hut  thou  wilt  yet,  il  may  )>e,  say  that  though athhis  mi 
ba  possibly  true,  yet  thou  canst  not  all  this  while  be  mnrinei 
of  any  need  so  earnestly  to  busy  thyself  about  this  affair.     Ft 
God  is  wont  to  surpriM;  souls  by  picvcnting  acts  of  grace,  to 
(bund  of  them  that  sought  him  not,  lo  break  in  by  an  irresistil 
power,  which  they  least  thought  of.     And  to  go  about  to  aniie 
pate  his  grace,  wer«   to  detract  from  the  freeness,  and  so  fr 
thb  glory  of  it.     But  art  thou  not  in  all  this  afraid  of  chargiu 
God  foolishly }  When  the   merciful  God,  in  compaasion  to  tl 
BouU  of   men,  hath  given  his  gospel,  constituted  and  setlled^ 
standing  oSice   to  be  pcr]>cliiiitcd  through  iill  ages  for  the  pub|| 
cation   of  it ;    invited  the   world  therein   to  a  ticaty  with  hir ' 
touching  the  concernments  of  their  eternal  pence   required 
fllrictJy  their  attendance  to,  and  most  serious  cnn»idcniiion  of  1 
proposals  and  ofiers;  encouraged,  and  commanded  their  sddrei 
eft  to  him,  set  up  a  throne  of  grace  on  purpose,  will  thou   da 
to  say,  All  this  is  needless  for  thee  to  hear  him,  or  regard  wti 

he  saith?  or  when  he  commands  thee  lo  pour  ibrth  iRy  soul  

him,  will  thou  say,  It  is  a  nfedliKi  thing  '  Dost  ihou  not  plainly 
sec,  that  the  peculiar,  appropriate  apliludi-  of  the  things  pressi 
upon  lhe«,  s|>enks  them  neceMttaa  inedii,  necttitary,  oa  meana  ' 
their  designed  end  ;  whence  they  are  fitly  called  meansof  grael 
1b  not  Ihe  word  of  God  Ibe  immortal  seed  ?  Are  not  souls  begd 
ten  by  that  word  to  be  the  first  fruits  of  his  creatur«s  f'  Is  it 
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'  ibe  l7pe>  the  would,  or  print  bj  wliicb  divine  impressioas  are 
put  upon  the  ooul :  the  inntniiDeril  by  which  Ite  saiictiHes.     Are 
I  jwc  tbe  exceeding  ^roat  nnd  precious  promises,  the  vtMcutit,  the 
kcOM)^onoer«  of  ihe  diriiic  nnlurc?  2  F'el.  1.  4.     And  what  can 
^jbt  Uw  means  to  mollify  and  melt  ihv  obdurate  henrl  of  a  sinner, 
WMUgtt  ilM  cnniilj',  to  oveieoiito  it  into  the  love  of  iUtd,  to 
ISnatiom  >(  iiiti>  bis  iinaeie,  but  lti«  gAjtpc)  ditcovery  of  God'i 
iwn  gracious  uud  holy  nature  i    Aud  can  it  operate  to  this  pur> 
[  pow  without  being  heard,  or  read,  or  understood,  and  consider* 
I  od,  and  taken  to  heart  ?  Uo   but  compare  this  means  Ufld  workl 
by,  with  iho  subject  (o  be  wrought   upon,  and  ihe  effect  to  b« 
wrought,  and  nothing  can  be  conceived  more  adequate  and  fitly 
(jorreapondinK.     But  ina.«niucli  »>•  (here  hnlh  been  an  eniuily  be- 
tween  f^od  and  sinners,  an<l  that  therefore  Ihu  whole  entire 
i»aan»  of  reconciliation  ntusl  be  a  treat)' ;  and  (hat  a  trenty  esn> 
):nM  b»  aiaun)(cd  or  conceived  without  mutual  interlocution,  (here* 
>/or<<  tniist  tbt.'  sinner  have  a  way  of  expicssin^  its  own  senHe  (o 
(iod,  as  well  as  he  speaks  bis  mind  to  it ;  which  shews  the  lie- 
^CMM(y  of  prayer  too  :  and    therefore,  because  the  peace  begiU' 
fMM  bis  par(,  (ihouKh  the  war  bc^.in  on  ours.)  he  calls  ti)H)n  ain> 
ners  (n  o|>cn  theinwives  to  him ;  Come  now,  let  us  reason  (o- 
gielher  :  Isa.  1.  16.   Ho  invites  addresses;  .Seek  the  Lord  while 
be  may  be  found,  and  call  uiwn  him  while  be  i!i  ni)(h,  Ike.  chap. 
^.  t).  And  doth  not  tbtt  nuiiir;kl  relation  ilitelf  belwr-en  Ihe  Cre- 
ator iind  a  creatuie  inquire  tJiis  besides  the  exi);eney  of  our  pre* 
I'flMt  eave  ?  Every  creature  is  a  supplicant ;  its  necessary  depend* 
•MM  is  a  natural  prayer.      The  eyes  of  all  things  look  up,  iic.  H 
i»  tiw  proper  glory  of  a  Deity  to  be  dcpciiitcd  on  and  arfdroased 
la.     Should  not  a  people  seek  unto  thirtr  (iod  ?  Ian.  8.  1 9.     It  Ib  I 
an  appeal  to  reason  ;  is  it  not  a  con^rtiou*  thing  ?  ^ 

Further,  Dost  tbou  not  know,  thy   Miiker'n  will  made  knOWA 
inters  upon  <ln-<"  a  nectseilas  pracepti,  necessily  of  obetjing ;  un* 
law  ihou  think  the  broairb  between  (iod  and  thee  is  better  to  ht 
healed  hy  te)>ellion  ;  and  that  the  only  way  to  expiate  wicked* 
nett,  were  to  continue  and  multiply  it.     Is  it  a  needless  thing  to 
comply  with  (he  will  of  him  that  gave  thee  breath  nnd  being? 
And  whose  power  is  au  alrsolule  over  thee,  as  to  all  (by  concern- 
neoU,  both  of  time  and  eternity  ?  Attain,  while  than  pietcndest ' 
Ibeec  things  are  needless,  come  now,  tpeak  out  freely  ;  what  ar«  { 
(be  more  necessary  alTiim  wherein  ihou  art  so  deeply  engaged.  | 
that  thou  canst  not  suffer  a  diversion  ?  What !  Is  the  service  and 
fCralificaiion  of  (by  Hesh  and  sense  so  important  a  buuness,  (bat 
(bou  canst  be  at  no  leisure   for  that  more  needless  work  of  nv- 1 
ins  (by  soul  ?    VVherc  is  (by  reason  and  modesty  *  Dost  (Ih 
mind  none  other,   from  day  to  day,  but  necCMiry  affairs  ?  Do^j 
ibou  use,  when  thou  art  tempte<L  (o  vain  dalliancea,  empty  d^* 
BOurvoB,  tnlemperatc  indulgenF«  to  (by  appetite,  so  to  answer  I 
the  temputiou.  Is  it   not  necesnry  f  Or  art  (hou  so  destittdc.  of  1 
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nil  eonKicnc«  »n<l  sbarne,  to  think  it  iinacctieSHrjr  to  work  i>0 
rity  Mlvalinn,  to  strive  lo  enter  in  a(  the  slisit  gale  Ihnt  lc»la  to 
life  ?  hut  moHl  initispeDsably  D«ccss3rr  to  l>e  rerv  critically  curi- 
ous about  what  thou  shiilt  cat  urn!  drink,  bikI  put  on  ;  ati<t  how 
to  upend  thv  tiini'  with  greutv^l  <"«*<.•  an<l  ))U^nsll^e  to  ihv  Ilcsli| 
thill  it  may  not  hiivc  the  It'iial  Muse  to  ronijilain  il  is  iiegJMli-d : 
Thy  )>ret4.'iici',  that  Go<l  is  wont  (o  be  foutid  ol  them  that  mof^ll 
him  not,  (Inn.  66.  I.)  lo  the  puipuse  thon  intendeM  it,  is  a  tat 
ignorant  ornialictous  abuse  ol'  acnpture.     The  pro[4iet  is,  in  tt 
text,  foretelling  the  calHn|;or  the  Genlilts,  nbo,  while  lh«'y 
mnincd  such,  did  not  ( it  is  true)  inquire  aftitr  God  ;  but  then 
irXprcHsly  lellsiis,  (peiBonatiniffiOtUil  nm  sought  of  tlif  in  that  Bat 
ed  not  for  me,  (ibnt  i»,  iifter  tlic  gosjxtl  c.iini-  among  them,)  nii( 
then  it  il)  added,  I  iiin  Ibuud  (u|ion  (biA  seektiig,  pbinly)  »ribei 
that  sought  ine  not,  (that  is,  who  once  in  their  former  (larkoc.-i] 
btifbre   I   revealed  rayseir  in  the  gospel  di^ensation  to  Ibeii 
sought  lue  not ;)  as  though  he  bad  said,  I  am  noir  sought  of 
people  that  lately  sou^^ht  me  not,  nor  asked  after  me,  and  1  ai 
futand  of  them.     But  what  in  Ihiv  lo  thy  ca«c ;  whom  (iod  huti 
iKjen,  in  the  gospel,  cnnicstly  inviting  to  seek  nftffr  him,  ami  Ihu 
all  this  wliile  n^fiin^M  to  comply  with  the  inTilaiion^ 

And  sup{>o!!c  ibou  hear  of  some  rare  instance  of  persoiiB,  Md 
denly  snatched  by  the  band  of  grace  out  of  the  midst  of  llicll 
wickedness,  as  fire-brands  out  of  the  fire,  Is  it  therefore  the 
feM  course  to  go  on  in  a  manliest  rebellion  against  (>od,  litl 
sibly  he  may  do  so  hy  lliee  also  ?  How  many  thousands  ma] 
have  dropi>ed  into  hell  itincc  Ihnti  heank-st  of  sitrh  an  tnsl.mce) 
aa  a  worthy  person  speaks  to  that  purpose.*  If  ihou  ha»t  heaii 
of  one  Klijnh  fed  hy  laven*,  and  of  some  thousands  hy  out  Sa 
viQur's  miracles,  caust  thou  thenen  plead  a  repeal  of  that  law 
the  world,  They  that  will  not  lahor  shall  not  eat  *  Or  is  it 
safer  or  wiser  course  to  wait  till  food  drop  into  thy  mouih  fr 
heaven,  than  lo  use  a  prudonl  caro  for  the  maintenance  of  IhJ 
life  f  If  thou  say,  (hou  hi-nrcst  but  of  few  thai  arc  wrougli 
upon  in  this  way.  nf  their  own  fore^ing  expectation  and  endea 
vor;  remember,  (and  let  the  thouglit  of  il  slnrtle  thee,)  Iha 
there  are  but  few  that  ate  aaved.  And  thcrcforf!  are  so  fei 
wrought  upon  in  this  way,  because  so  few  wilt  be  persuaded  ti 
it.  Bui  canst  ibou  say  ( though  God  halh  not  bound  himself  (o  rl 
mere  natural  endeavors  of  his  creature  neither,)  that  ever  anj 
took  this  course,  and  persist  with  faithful  diligence,  but  ihej 
succeeded  in  il .'  What  thou  talkcst  of  (he  freeness  of  UodV 
grace,  looks  like  a  hypocritical  pretence.  Is  there  no  way  (t 
honor  his  grace,  hut  hy  affronting  his  authority?  but  lo  rill' 
that  grace  may  abound  ?  sure  grac*  will  h*  better  pleued  hj 
obedience,  than  hy   such  sacrifice.     For  a   miserable,  perishing 

••Hr.BaxtM. 


or  TKK  RIOKTBOOS. 


w^lch  to  UM  (iod's  meaoA  to  help  ilsclf,  dolh  that  look  tike 
kHpril'     Is  (lio  bewsr  afraid  thou  tihouldst  in(crprct  his  roming-i 
wihr  door  »ad  seeKinK  lliy  alms,  to  signifr,  as  if  lie  ihau(;lil  lie'^ 
haddeserrod  tfaetn  ?     I  hope  ihou  will  arknowlcdge  thjs«]f  less  ' 
than  the  Ivast  of  all  God's  mercies,  and   thai  ihou  canst  not  de- 
serve from  him  a  morsel  of  bread ;  maj'St  thou  not  cherefore  in 
thjr  ncecMily  labor  for  tbj'  liviiiff,  lenl  thou  sboiildst   intrench 
upoD  the  frccnvHS  of  divine  botinlv  ^     With  as  much  wisKlom  and' 
reason  mif^UlcM  thou  decline  the  titie  of  nil  other  means  to  pre* 
servo  thy  life,  {which  thou  must  owe  always  to  free  mercy,)  ttfj 
eat  when  thou  art  hungry,  to  lake  physic  when  Ihou  art  sick,  ^ 
lest  tlwu  stiouldst  intimate  (hrself  to  have  merited  the  strength^ 
and  health  sought  (hereby.     Nor  can  I  ibinb  of  any  rational  pre- 
tence that  can  more  plausibly  beinsisled  on,  than  these  that  hare' 
been  thus  briefly  discussed.     And  it  must  needs  be  difficult  to' 
bring  any  appearance  of  reason  for  the  patronage  of  so  ill  a' 
cause,  as  the  careless  giving  up  of  a  man's  soul  to  perish  eier-^ 
nsUy,  lUal  is  visibly  ciipobJc  of  eternal  blessedness.     And  eer-* 
lainly  were  we  once  Apprehensive  of  the  case,  the  attempt  of'' 
di»pu(iiig  n  man  into  sueh  a  resolulion,  would  appear  much  mure 
ridiculou.s,  llian  if  one  should  gnivcly  urcc  aruunienis  (<>  all  the 
ni'ighborboud,  to  pcrsua<li<  them  lo  burn  their  houses,  to  [ml  out 
llteir  eyes,  to  kill  their  children,  and  to  cut  Iheir  »\\n  lhro«tji. 
And  sure,  let  all  imaginable   pretence  be  debated  to  the  ulter*' 
tnoBl,  and  it  will  appear,  that  nothing  withholds  men  fi-om  pitt* 
linp  forth  all  their  might  in  the  endeavor  of  gelling  a  spirit  suit-' 
ftble  lo  (his  blessodness,  but  an  obstinaloly  pcnersc  and  sluggish 
heart,  despiiileil  nod   naked  of  .ill  sJtew  of  reastm  and  excuse. 
And  ibuiigh  that  be  a  hard  la.tk  to  rtoKon  against   mere  will,  yet 
I  that  being  the  way  to  make  men  willing,  and  the  lader  poirt  of 
'  the  work  pro|>»sed  in  pursuance  of  (his  direction,  I  shall  reeom- 
otend  only  such  con.iideralionn  as  the  text  itself  will  suggest,  for 
1  the  stirring  up  and  persuading  of  slothful  reluctant  hcails,  choos* 
I  iw  those  iia  (he  most  nropcr  limits,  and  not  being  willing  to  be 
infinite  herein,  as  amidst  so  great  a  variety  of  considerations  to' 
,  Uul  purpose,  one  might. 

Tut  in  general  which  I  shall  propose,  sh:dl  be  only  the  miw- 
Iry  of  the  tinriKbleous ;  whereof  we  may  lake  o  view  in  the  oji- 
Ipmile  blesscdncM  here  dcMrihed.     The  contradictories  wltcrclo 


negative,  the  eonlraiies  a  |M>?i(ive  description  uf 

be  double  :  which 


[will  alTord  a 

\tbi»  misery.     So  that  each  considi-ration  wilt 

:  1  shall  now  ralhei*  glance  at  than  insist  u|>on. 

[l.J   Consider  then,  if  thou  be   found   at  Inst  untgualified  for 

I  Ibia  blessedness,  how  wilt  thou  bear  it  lo  be  banished  eternallr 

fnim  the  blessed  hcc  of  Cod  ?     There  will  be  those  Ihat  shall 

I  behold  that  fare  in  righteousness ;  so  shall  not  thou  :  The  wick- 

I  ed  is  driven  sway  in  his  wickedness,  with  a  "  Never  more  sec 

foee."     Again,  What  amazing  visions  wilt  tliou  hove  !  Whal 
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ghtttll)',  friKhlful  objeel*  to  converse  with,  amidst  those  horrors 
of  eternal  dirktitfit ;  uhen  the  devil  and  his  aiigela  shall  be  tl 
eTCriasliiig  associates!     What  diicl'ul  images  shall  lliose  accui 
od,  enraj^ed  spirits,  and   ihy  own  fruitl'ul  parturient  imaginalic 
forever  entertain  thee  nilh,  and  present  to  th>  view  ! 

(S.]  )s  it  a  small  thin;;  with  thcc,  to  be  destitute  of  all  the 
inherent  cxcellencicit  which  the  perfected  ioit^c  of  God,  wher4 
of  ihoii   wast  cn|MhIe,  comprehend 8  ?     View  them  over  in 
(too  defcftivc)  account  some  of  the  former  pages  give  ihoe 
them.     'I'hoii  an   none  of  (hose  bright  stars,  lho»«  sous  of  tt 
morning,   (hose   blessed,    glorified  spirits,    (hoti  rnighlest  hai 
been.     But  consider,  What  an  thou  )     What  sbalt  tnou  forevt 
be?    What  image  or  likeneM  shall   thou  bear.'      Alas, 
wretch,  thou  art  now  a  dcnd  !  eonfonncd  toth;  hellish  partner 
thou  bearest  their  accursed  likctuvis.     Death  is  now  finished 
thee  :  and  as  ihoti  sowe»t  lo  (lie  firsh,  thou  reapesl  cornipliui 
Thou  art  become  n  |i)allisniiic  carciute  ;  (he  wurtDi^  ibat  nev( 
die,  abound  in  thy  putrilied,  fdtliy  soul.     Thou  hast  a  hell 
Ihce.     Th^'  venomous  lusts  are  now  gi-own  mature,  are  in  ihi 
full  gr<»*ii   slate.     If  a  world  of   initjuily,  ji  fulness  of  dead|^ 
poison,  tempered  by  holl-lire,  is  here  souietiraes  to  be  found  in^ 
a  little  member,  what   will  (here   tJien  be   in  all  thy  parts  and 
powers '. 

[A.]  Consider,  how  bleascd  a  satisfaction  dost  Ihou  lose  ^  ho^ 
pleasant  and  delightful  a  rext,  arising  1>oth  from  the  sight  of 
much  glory,  nnd  so  p«.icerul  a  temper  and  eonittilution  of  spiritj 
Here  thou  mighiest  have  t^njoyed  an  eternal  undisturbed  rei 
Uut  for  rest  and  sjlisfactinn,  thou  hast  vexation  and  endless  to 
ment,  both  by  wbal  thou  beholdesl,  and  what  thou  feelest  will 
in  thee.     Thy  dreadful  vibion  »ba)l  not   let  thee  rest:   but    tli 
cbiofest  matter  of  thy  disquiet  and  torment  is  in  the  very  tec 
per  and  constitution  of  thy  soul.     Thy  horrid  lu»l»  are  fuller^ 
poisonous  energy,   and  arc  destitute  of  their   wonted  object 
whence  they  turn  all  their  power  and  fury  upon  ihy  loiMi 
self.     Thy  enraged  passions  would  fly  in  the  face  of  Ood, 
(hey  spend  themselves  in  tormetiiing  (he  soul   that  bred  thei 
Thy  curses  and  blasphemies,    the  envenomed  darts  pointed 
heaven,  are  reverberated  and  driven  back  into  thy  own  hea( 
And  therefore, 

[4.1   Consider,  What  awaking  hast  thou?     Tbou  awikest  nj 
into  the  mild  awl  rliecrful  light  of  thai  blessod  day,  where 
the  saints  of  the  most  hij^h  hold  their  solemn,  joyful  triumph.    Bl 
thou  awakes!  into  the  great  and  tcrrihlc  day  of  the  Lord  (dc 
thou  desire  it,  for  what  end  is  it  to  thee  .')  »  day  of  datkncj 
aod  not  light;  a  gloomy  and  stormy  day.      The  day  of  thy  bill 
is  not  a  more  hateful,  (ban  Ibis  isa  dreadful  day.     Tbou  awski 

and  art  beset  with  terrors,  presently  apprehended  and  dri 

i>cfbrc  thy  glorious,  severe  Judge,  and  tnence  into  eternal  K 
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(tents.     O  linppjr  ihuo,  intghU'tK   thou  n«rer  aur*k4-,  intRlil  ibo 

■r*  conceal,  iind  its  more  silent  dailcnew  covvr  ihcc  Ibrcver. 

lal  sinc«  thoii  must  MWiikc  ihttii,  how  much  more  bajiipy  wert 

[>g,  if  t>Mii  wotilditt  suffer  lli}'»elf  to  be  awakened  now !  Wlial, 

toM  and  undurc  ao  much,  becaune  l)iou  wilt  not  now  «  liiilc 

thyaelf,  and  took  about  Ihec  ?     Sure  thj'  conscience  tiills 

b«e,  thou  art  urged   but  to  what  is  possible;  and  lawful,  and 

Dpeful,  and  necessary;  methinks,  if  thou  be  a  man,  and  not  a 

lone,  if  iJiou  hast  a  reasonable  soul  about  thee,  tbou  sliouldsl 

l^resenllf  fall  to  work,  and  rather  spend  thy  days  in  serious 

Mugtits.  and  prayers,  and  tears,  thnn  run  (he  hazard  of  losing 

Ibo  tmnscendi'nt  a  glory,  and  of  siiiT'-ring  misury,  which  ns  now 

jttiou  art  link'  nble  to  oooceire,  thou  wilt  ihcn  he  lest  able  to  eii- 

idtjn*. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 


lltiiln  4.  DirreuriK  (o  llto  ^mhvTOr  of  a  giniluBl  irnf>rovtrnMil  In  silrh  a  dia- 
IHHHulnnw  iif  spirit  (•*  *Iij<II  tte  found  in  any  mcaaura  already  aiutioBd)  lo 
wsfiib  lli»  lihatBilnMfc  Thai  ii  i*  bliwilnrai  b«(iun  vrhicbdliipoWN  la  Ibr 
eoBWmmaia  Man  of  It,  Thai  we  an-  ihvrvfurt  lu  enduvor  th«  d&Uy  io- 
fniwt  of  "lit  piTMtnt  knowledge  or  Goi),  c«iifi>nnily  to  him,  and  the  m- 
ibriirilnnai  or  our  iqnriu  therein. 

4.  That  when  we  find  ourtieti'et*  in  any  dis|>osilion  towards 
[tbia  bleseedness,  we  endeavor  a  gr^tduat  improvement  therein,  lo 
the  Ijabttual  temper  of  our  spirits  made  Huily  more  siiitablo 
I  toil.  Wt:  must  still  remember  wc  have  not  yet  attained,  and 
[must  thcrtifurtt  ronliniie  pressing  forward  lo  lhi»  mark,  for  tbo 
B«  of  the  hif^h  ealling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus.  Fhil.  3.  H. 
?*»•.  That  pHxc  (not  priee,  as  wc  commonly  Diis-read  it  in 
I  our  bibles)  of  which  the  apostle  here  sjieaks,  is  {as  may  be  seen 
by  looking  back  to  verse  d,  9,  &c.)  the  same  with  the  blessed- 
|.a«M  in  the  text.  Such  a  knowlediie  of  Christ,  as  Hhould  infer 
;  at  Intt  hi<  participation  with  him  in  his  slate  of  ^kirv  ;  or  of  the 
resurrection  of  the  dead.  This  is  the  uliimate  term,  the  scope 
[or  end  of  that  hi^h  rnlling  of  God  in  Christ ;  so  it  is  also  stated 
'elMwhere,  Who  huth  called  us  unlo  his  eternal  glory  by  Christ 
iJeras.  I  Pel.  A.  10.  Now  we  3>hauld  therefore  fretiucnily  re* 
I  eonnl  how  far  short  we  ar«  of  this  glory,  and  stir  up  our  soula 
llo  more  vii;orous  endeavors  in  order  lo  it.  Our  suilableness 
lo  thin  ble»<ednc<i5  st.inds  in  our  havin|;  the  elemcntB  and  first 
jrtplcH  of  it  in  us ;  it  in  glory  only  thai  fits  fur  fioty  ;  som« 
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l>reviou!i  Eti^lits  and  iotprnssionii  of  il,  and  a  pleasant  coni[>Uee| 
lial  i-elish  Uiereol',  that  frame  aiid  allemper  us  by  decrees  to  tk 
fuii  aud  eousuraiualc  stale  of  it.  This  is  that  therefore  wo  ini 
itodeavor,  A  growing  kiwwledge  of  Hod,  conformity  to  him,  an 
satiafiedncu  of  spirit  therein.  What  we  expect  should  be 
day  perl'ect,  wc  must  Labor  may  be,  in  the  mean  time,  atwa, 
growing. 

(1.)  Our  knowledge  of  God.  Tbo  knowledge  of  Him  I  bei 
prtnci]>aily  intend,  is  not  nolioiial  and  speculative,  but  (which 
more  ingredietit  to  our  ble»se(lne»»,  both  inchoMc  and  perfec 
tlial  of  convene,  tliat  fatnitiaj-  knowledge  which  wc  tisually  e 

Kress  by  ibe  name  of  airijiiainOiiee.  .See  that  this  knowledge 
im  be  increased  daily.  Let  us  now  use  outM-lveti  uiiich  with  (ioii. 
Our  knowledge  of  him  roust  aim  at  conlbnnity  to  him :  and 
powerful  a  thing  is  converse  in  order  hereto  r  How  insensibly 
it  wont  (o  transform  men,  and  mould  anew  their  spirita,  lan^ 
garb,  dvportiDCnt  P  To  be  removed  from  the  solitude  or  m 
nesf  of  (he  country  to  a  city  or  university,  what  an  alleiati< 
doth  il  make  ?  How  in  such  a  person  divested  by  degress  of 
rusticity,  of  his  more  uncomely  and  agi-essed  ntaniiers  ?  Ohj^^i 
we  converse  with,  beget  their  image  upon  us.  They  walked  a[i< 
vanity,  and  became  rain,  (Jer.  i.  &.)  saith  Jeremiah  :  and  Sot 
ntoD,  Ho  tliMt  walkedi  with  the  wise,  shall  be  wise.  I'rov.  13. 
Walking  is  a  usual  expression  of  eonverw.  So  (ocooverM  wi 
the  holy,  is  the  way  (o  be  holy,  with  he<ivcn,  the  way  to  be  h»at 
cnly,  with  God,  the  way  to  be  God-like.  I,cl  us  therefore  mal 
this  our  present  liii»in(-.ts,  much  to  acijunini  ourselves  with  G< 
We  count  upon  seeing  him  f:i<:e  to  face,  of  being  always  in 
]ireflence  beholding  his  glory  ;  iliat  speaketh  verjt  intimate 
tjnainlanee  indeed.  How  shall  we  reach  (hat  pitch  ?  What, 
live  now  as  strangers  to  him  ?  Is  (hat  the  way  ^  The  path  of  t 
righteoua  is  as  the  shining  light,  that  sbincth  more  and  more  un 
the  perfect  day.  i'rov,  4.  16.  The  text  shews  us  the  lighlw 
iiian*t  «nd.  To  behold  the  glory  of  Uod's  face,  &r.  it  is  Oflfljr 
apprehend  then,  hit  way  mu»(  needs  have  in  it  a  gioniiif:  hriuh 
i«ss,  as  he  comes  still  nearer  this  end.  Kvery  nearer  approai 
lo  a  luoid  thing  infers  (to  us)  an  invreaae  of  light  from  it.  Wi 
should  therefore  b«  following  on  to  know  the  Lord,  and  we  sh 
see  his  going  fof(U  will  be  before  us  as  (he  morning.  Ilos.  6. 
He  will  be  still  visitinp;  us  with  renewed,  increasing  light,  U 
such  is  morning-light,  fresh  and  growtiig-lieht,)  ami  ere  long 
will  be  perfect  day.  Labor  wc  to  impruvn  our  knowledge 
God  to  mtcb  a  decree  of  acquaintanre  as  our  prosen)  state 
admit  of:  to  be  m  inward  wilh  him  as  we  can.  In  familiarize  on 
selves  to  him.  His  gospel  aims  at  lhi»,  lo  m.ike  those  (hat  wu 
abr  oD*  nigh.  Kar-dislant  objects  we  can  have  no  distinct  vie 
of.  He  can  give  ns  lillle  account  of  a  person  that  hiilh  only  M' 
Uiiu  af:ir  off,  so  (itKt  beholds  the  proud  afar  oU',  that  is,  ho  wil 
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hava  noacqiiiintaucR  vtilliltieni:  » hehMia  willi  lb«  humble  bo 
will  he  familiar ;  he  will  dvrell,  (»  i»  «  faoiilir )  with  them.  Isii. 
itT.  15;     So  llib  uneodly  behold  (lod  till  he  bring  tbrin  in,  and 
tn«ke  ihvm  ni^h  ;  ihon  iboy  arc  no  longer  slranf;vrr>,  bul  v(  hit 
iHtnily    and   boLis<.-holil,  »»w   ihorotit^hly    .-icqiminU-tl.      Si-v«riil 
IjtaiiMt  tbcr*  art'  «f  u  ihotoiigh  a<-i|iiiiintiinev  wbicli  »(t  should  wi- 
Idoavnr  tna^'  concur  in  our  iinju^inlance  with  God,  in  dial  uialo- 
1^  which  ihe  case  will  bear: — to  know  lunnatvre;  or  (as  we 
would  «peuk  of  a  man,)  what  will  nieue  and  displease  bim  so  as 
I  to  be  able  in  the  whole  eour»e  or  our  daily  eonvtrsatioo  to  ap- 
prove our»vlv«s  lo  bim  :  to  bate  Ihi-  skill  so  to  luan*)^  our  con- 
I  VorMtion,  m   lo  conlinnc  a  corre»|>on<lii|)co,   not  inU'mip(*:<(  hy 
:  any  our  offensive  tinpk-auiig  itenicanoi-» :  to  xvulk  worthy  of  Gml 
unto  all  wi'll-ptnivinjc.     It  ciin<:4'm8  us  uiosl  (o  tludy  and  endeavor 
j  lliis  practical  k^o^vle4lge  of  the  nature  of  God  ;  what  trust,  and 
lure,  and  fear,  and  purity,  &c,  his  faithfulness,  and  grcatneas, 
jliis  goodnesa,  and  holiness,  in:,  do  fbaltenge  from  us:  what  oiay 
[in  oar  daily  walking  bo  ogreeubk-,  nbat  repugnant  to  lliC  several 
f •ttribulas  of  his  boing.     To  know  li)«  »tcrtt» ;    to  be  nx  it  wAre 
[of  the  cabinet-council,  (the  »otd  uwmI  by  (he  pMlmiat  \mA.  25. 
V-l-l'  hath  o  peculiar  signjfieancy  to  that  purpose;  lo  signify,  not 
aaly  counsel,  bul  a  council,  or  the  coitsesstus  of  persons  lhalcon< 
[auh  together, )  this  is  his  graeiona  vouchsafeiaent,  lo  huuble, 
ffaverenlial  souls.     The  secret  of  (he  Lord  ie  with  tliem  that  fear 
Ihim  ;  such  arquainlance  with  him  is  to  be  sought,  to  know  (he 
[{eoaununic.thlG)  sccrcis  bolh  of  bis  mind  and  heart.     Of  bis 
|v>UMi,  bis  truths,  g09)>el-iiiyslcri<!:!,  (hat  wore  k«p(  secret  from 
and  gonfirations.     Wo  have  the  mind  of  GhriMt.     This  is 
It  inwardness,  of  hts  bear(;  his  love,  his  good-will,  his  kirtd 
am  (lioughls  towards  our  aoule.     To  know  his  mtthods,  and 
t'lba  coarse  of  his  dispensations  (owards  (he  world,  his  church, 
\BnA  Ospvcially  nur  own  spirits  :  tliis  is  great  knowledge  of  God, 
jto  have  (be  skill  to  trace  his  fo'ilsteps,  and   obtcr^'o  by  compar- 
[ingtime*  with  tiines,  tl)n(  surh  a  course  he  nore  usually  holds; 
puo  aeoorilinuly,   with  grea(  piobuhili(y,  collect  from  what  wo 
^ave  seen  and  ob.tervcd,  what  we  may  expect :  what  ordor  and 
ceaainn  there  is  of  storms  of  wrath,  to  clouds  of  sin ;  and 
[■gain  of  peaoeliil,  Uicid  intervals,  when  such  storms  have  infer- 
Ipvd  |>enttL'iitial  teats  :  in  what  cjtigcncies,  and  distresses,  bumble 
[nourners  may  ospcct  God's  visits  and  cnnsolnlions  :  lo  recount 
I  bow  great  vKlromilies  former   exiMTiencc  hath  taught  us  not 
idcanur;  and  from  such  expericiire  still  lo  argue  ourMlvea  jo- 
I  IVesli  reviving  ho|>es,  when  ilie  »(a(e  of  things  (w'ho(hei'  pub- 
lir  or  priTale,  outward  orspihtoal)  seeras  forlorn.     To  know  the 
[proper  seasons  of  address  to  bim ;  and  bow  to  behave  ourselves 
ISKHt  arccplably  in  bis  presence,  in  what  dispositions  and  pos< 
[tures  of  spirit,  we  art-  fitlcsl  for  bis  converse,  so  as  to  be  able  (o 
Jo  iiini  in  a  good  hour,  in  a  lime  when  he  may  be  found  « 
▼ou  I.  26 
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(Pnl.  33.  6.)  lo  know  tihi  voier:  (hitt  diwoTfrs  artjaiintanri 
Tlip  ear  (rielh  words,  as  the  niuulh  tMtelh  meats,  Job.  12. 
(Jod's  righteous  ones,  that  are  filled  with  the  fruits  of  ri^hteoC 
nM9,  do  proporlionabi}'  abound  in  knowledge,  Phil.  1.  9.  onr/i 
aU  aente.  alahtrri^M  ytyiji«>ffiu^>i,  Heh.  5.  14.  They  have  qui* 
nuked,  unvitialcd  scnWH,  to  disc^-rn  hctwc^n  good  and  evil ;  y< 
and  ran  have  the  suSVage  of  sevcrnl  Renw*  concerning  the  same 
object)  ;  ihey  have  a  kind  of  tas(«  in  their  car.     They  ta»le  t^^ 

rod  word  of  God,  even  in  his  previous  workingson  ihero.  He^H 
IS.  Being  ncw-bom  they  are  intimated  lo  have  tasted  in  the  vren^ 
how  gracious  (he  Lord  is.     As  they  g;row  up  thereby,  they  have 
<(ill  a  more  judicious  $cn5<r,  and  rnn   more  rcrt.iinly  dislinguii' 
when  God  »pcnk9  lo  them,  and  when  ii  sirnnpcr  goes  about 
coiinterfttil  hi«  voice.     John  10.     They  ran  tell  at  first  hesrin 
what  ifl  grateful  and  nutritive,  what  offensive  and  hurtfol  to  if 
divine  life  ;    what  is  harmonious  and  agreeable,  what  diawnant 
lo  the  gospel  already   received,  so  that  an  angel  from  hea\ 
must  expect  no  welcome,  if  he  bring  another.     To  know  his 
ward  jnolioM  and  impuhcH  ;  when  his  hand  louchcth  our  hear 
lo  hi-  able  to  say  this  is  the  finger  of  Gnd,  (hero  is  Mmething 
vine  in  this  touch.     My  beloved  put  in  his  hand  by  the  hole  of 
the  door,  and  my  bowels  were  moved.     Cant.  A.  4.  This  speal 
ac<)uaintance   when  the  soul   can  say,  I  know  this  very  tout" 
the  least  impression  from  him,  1  can  distinguish  it  from  ihnusar 
of  objects  that  daily  brat    upon  my  heart.     To  understand  his 
looks  ;'  to  know  ibc  meaning  of  his  aspects,  and  glances  of  i 
various  cast^,  as  it  weie  of  his  eye.  Such  things  intimate  friei 
can,  in  a  ftort,  talk  by,  with  one  another  ;  1   will  guide  thee 
mine  eye  ;  that  implies  an  intelligent  teachable  subject. 
have  now   no  full-eyed  appearances  of  God  ;  he  ^hews  himaelf, 
looks  in  upon  us  through  the  lattice,  through  a  veil,  or  a  shade 
or  a  glass.     That  measure  of  acquaintance  with  biro  to  be  at 
lo  discern  and  own  him  in  his  appearances,  is  a  great  parliei|: 
lion  of  heaven,  utter  unacquaintancc  with  (jml  is  expressed 
the  denial  of  these  two,  ye  have  neither  heard  his  votee, 
Men  his  shape,  John.  6.  37. 

Finally,  which  brings  us  home  to  the  text,  to  keep  our  ey« 
tentivtly  6xed  on  him,  not  to  understand  his  looks  only  as  be" 
fore,  but  to  return  our  own.     Intimate  acquaintance  (when  such 
friends  meet)  is  much  expressed,  and  improved  by  the  eve,  t^H 
a  reciprocation  of  glances,  or  ( which  speaks  more  inwardnes^^ 
more  fixed  views;  when  Iheir  eyes  do  even  feed  and  feast  upon 
each  other.    Thus  w«  should  endmvour  lo  be  as  in  a  conlin 
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*  So  we  apprsliMid  God  prapmtlanaUy  mora  ehariy  as  th*  ido*  wn  bn 
of  a  p«raon  w  mor*  dininei  llwl  w*  ha««  of  faini  bnr  tb«  tifbl  nf  hi>  pvcti 
or  &00  UirouKh  a  ^bm,  boyond  that  which  w«!  have  by  hearing  a  r«por 
rlMCrifXion   of  luRi.  though   by   tiin»eir  iiiHiprn,     Thin  ■>  arquiuntanirA  ni 
God. 
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interview  with  God.      Uow  (rcqucnl  mention  have  we  of  Ibe 

taxed  posture  of  bis  eye  tuwardn  saiuts.     To  Ihioiuaii  will  I  look  ; 

I  linve  roun<l  out,  as  though  he  had  said,  Ihut  which  shnll  ti«  ever 

lb«  (idif^hl   o(  lutnv  eyv.     Do  aol  divert  me,  Inwards  him  I  will 

ilook*     What  h(-  N{H.-ak»  of  the  tnntc;rial  U'luple  is  ultitualely  lo  he 

[.nftrrcd  lo  that  whicli  i>  (jpilk^d  ;  his  church,  his  saiuls,  united 

with  his  Cliiisi,  Mine  eyes  and  luy  bead  aball  tw  there  perpelu- 

lly;    and  elsewhere,  lie  uithdtaweth  nut  his  eyes  from  ilie 

i  righleoua ;  he  caonot  ( admirable  grace )   allow  himicif  lo  look 

foa,  to  turn  uido  his  eye :  and  he  seems  impatient  of  the  aver- 

■ton  of  (hciri,  l.vt  nil-  tea  thy  eounlenancc  ( Hailb  he)  for  il  la 

«oinely.* 

U  il  not  much  more  reasonable,  it  sliould  be  thus  wilh  us  to- 
wards Him  ?  that  we  sltould  he  more  delighted  lo  behold  real 
oeliness  than  He  with  what  is  so,  only  by  fais  giacious  vouch- 
baafenenl  and  estimation  i  llow  careful  should  wo  be,  (hat  our  ej-e 
lay  at  every  turn  meet  his;  (hat  he  never  looks  towards  us, 
[uo  find  it  in  the  ends  of  the  earlh,  carelessly  wandering  from 
.f  How  well  dolh  it  heeunio  Uk,  (o  set  ihc  LunI  always  be- 
ore  u«  :  to  have  our  eye  towartls  lite  Lord?  I'sal.  16.8. — 25. 
LlA.  Tbibyousecis  tlie  initial,  leuding  thing  in  tliis  blessed- 
Lneas  of  heaven.  So  it  must  have  also  a  prime  ingrediency  into 
[oar  heaven  on  earth.  Il  is  a  part  of  eelastial  blessedness ;  but 
Ml  tfl  not  peeuliai  to  it.  Thu  present  bIcNscdness  the  righteous 
(enjoy  hero  iit  a  participation  of  hi-avcn.  It  hnlh  nometliing  in  il 
[if  every  ihiof;  that  i»  in^riflieut  iiiio  thai  perfect  lilewednvas. 
LOur  prcwnt  knowledgt:  of  (!ud  i^  oflen  expressed  by  vision,  or 
,  MS  we  have  had  occasion  to  observe  in  many  passages  of 
Ipture.  He  halh  given  us  such  a  risirc  power,  and  made 
.  coaoalural  to  (hat  heavenly  cteatute,  begotten  of  Him,  in  all 
[the  true  sutijccis  of  his  blessedness.  We  know  that  nc  arc  of 
^(iod,  and  presently  it  follows,  He  hath  given  us  an  ondcrstanding 
know  Him  (hat  is  true.  I  John.  6.  1J>.  20.  This  new  man 
I  not  bom  blind.  The  ble^sftvd  Uod  himself  is  become  liable  to 
tthe  view  of  his  regenerate,  intellectual  eye,  clarified,  and  filled 
(With  vigor  aivd  spirit  from  Himself,  lie  therefore  that  bath 
>,  (bat  hath  new-foimed  bis  eye,  shall  not  he  be  seen  by  it  ^ 
I  shall  not  we  turn  it  Upon  Him  f  Why  do  noi  we  more  frequent. 
jlly  bless  our  eye  with  that  sight  ^  This  object  ((bough  of  so  high 
ieocy  and  glory)  will  not  hurt,  but  perfect  and  strengthen 
They  are  refreshing,  vital  beams  that  issue  from  it-  Sure 
r»  have  no  excuse  that  we  eye  God  so  little,  that  is,  thai  wc 
ad  Him  no  more.  Why  have  we  so  few  thoughts  of  Him  in  a 
■y  *  What,  to  let  so  much  lime  pas*,  and  not  spare  Him  a 
>k,  ■  tltougbl .'  Do  we  intend  to  employ  ourselves  an  eternity 
(be  visions  of  God,  and  is  our  present  aversion  from  Him,  and 
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intention  upon  vanity,  our  best  preparation  th«ralo  f     This  lAud 
Ij  calls  for  redress.     Shall  God  bo  waiting  all  the  day,  as  oo  pu 
pOM  to  calch  our  pye,  to  intercept  n  look,  nnd  we  ntudiouily  di 
dine  Him,  and  still  look  another  tvny,  ua  of  choicA  ?  and  whi 
is  it  but  chotcf  ?     Can  we  pretend  a  nKccmity   to  forgot  Him 
the  day  ^     How  cheap  ia  the  expense  f>(  a  look.'     How  Ittt 
would  it  eoiit  IIS  ?     And  yet  how  much  of  duly  might  it  vxy 
how  much  of  corafoft  and  joy  might  it  bring  into  ue } 

How  great  is  our  offence  and  lose,  that  we  live  ncrt  in  avc 
more  constant  views  of  God }     Herein  wc  sin  and  saffer  both 
QDce,  things  hoth  very  iinMiilablc  to  heaven.     Mindfntncai 
Got)  is  the  livinjc  tipriiii;  of  all  holy  .ind  pk-asant  nlti-nioiis  an 
deportments  loivurils  Him;  stta  all  the  wheels  a  going  ;  maki 
the  K>ut  as  the  chariots  of  Aminadah.     These  wheels  have  the) 
eyes  also,  are  guided  by  a  mind,  by  an  iotelleciuat  principb 
Knowing,  intelligent  beings  (as  we  olso  are  by  parlictpalion  an 
according  to  our  measure )  no  act  mutually  towards  one  ajiothc 
We  cannot  move  lowarits  Gi»d  but  with  an  open  pyc,  seeing  Hit 
and  our  way  towards  Him.     If  we  close  our  eye^  we  tilanci 
or  blindly  run  another  course,  wc  know  not  whither.     All  sin 
darkness,  whether  it  be   neglect  of  good,  or  doing  of  evil :  it 
way  is  a  way  of  darkness ;  as  a  course  of  holy  niolioD  is  wj 
ing  in  the  light.     Our  sliutting  our  oyea  towards  God  create*  tbi 
darkness:  .surrounds  us  with  a  dnrkness  eomprchensire  ofi' 
xin.     Now  in  every  thing  of  enjoined  duty  waived,  and  any  e» 
done,  that  sinful  nature  prompts  us  to.     Well  might  it  hu  M>id, 
that  fiiniieih  hath  not  seen  God.     I  John.  3.  6.     Whun  we  hai 
made  ouselves  this  darkness,  wc  fall  of  course  under  Satan's  ei 
pjre,  and  are  presently  within  his  dominions.     He  is  the  pnr 
of  darkness,  and  can  rule  us  now  at   his  will.     Peri&hing  los 
•oub  arc  tueh  as  in  whom   the  God  of  this  world  hath  blind 
ifaeir  minds.     To  open  their  eyes,  and  turn  them  from  darkr 
to   light,  is,   to   turn  them  also   from   the  power  of  Satan  unt 
God.     Wliat   a   hell  of  wickedness  are  we  brought  into,  in  tin 
twinkling  of  an  rye  ^     Wc  are  without  God  in  the  world,  as  i 
a  man  wink,  though  at  iioon-day,  he  hath  as  it  were  put  out  th| 
son,  it  ia  with  him  as  if  there  were  no  such  ihtng.     When 
have  banished  God  out  of  our  sight  and  forgotten  Ilim,  it  is  wit 
us  as  if  there  were  no  God.     If  sucli  a  .stale  grow  habitual  to  ui 
fas  we  know  every  sinful  aversion  of  our  eye  from  God 
thereto,)   what  wickedness   is  iltere  that   will   not  lurk  in  tt 
darkness  ?     How  often  in  Scripture  is  forgetting  <iod  iLsod  as 
ch«r*eter,  yea,  as  a  paraphrase,  a  full,  though  auiniunry,  expres 
ion  of  nin  inseneral^  as  if  the  wickedness,  the  malignity,  ll 
very  hell  itself  of  sin,  were  wholly  iitcluded  (and   not  connote 
only)  here.     Now  eoniiider  Ibis  (after  so  dreadful  an  enumer 
ation,  so  black  a  ralnlogue )  all  that  forget  God.   I'sal.  50.     Antl 
(u  deep  calleth  to  deep,  one  hell  to  another,)  The  wiekedsl 
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ha  tamed  inlo  bitl],  and  all  the  people  that  forget  Hod.  Pul.  tf. 
Ttul  heap,  that  masa  of  wiflkedneas,  of  pride,  of  )MirM'CuUoDy-' 
iTursini;,  blasphemj,  det^eit,  and  mischief,  all  ineet  in  uiie  that, 
kalh  not  (.iod  id  all  hia  thoughts. 

Bu(  u-ho  is  BO  hai-dy  to  look  the  holy  God  in  iho  faee,  and  sin 
aipinal  iiim  ^  What  an  aslonishmenl  is  il,  when  lie  watches  over 
prtMDl  sin,  or  brings  forth  former  tins  out  of  secret  darkoeBS 
■nd  Mrta  them  in  the  lif^hl  of  hia  rounlenanee  ?  WIto  ibil  ud- 
dantMUb  anjr  thin};  of  the  nature  and  majesty  of  Ro*!,  dara  call 
Him  lor  a  witnens  of  his  ninniiig  ?  The  worst  of  men  woul4' 
find  Ihemselvf^s  under  some  restraint,  could  they  hut  obtais 
of  themselves,  to  sit  down  sometimes  and  solemnly  tliink  of' 
God.  Much  iDOf«  would  it  prove  an  advantage  to  (them  whom 
1  moM  inlend )  auch  aa  atn  within  the  nearer  call  and  reach  of  ^ 
many :  thai  sin  not  to  the  utmoM  Ulitudo :  even  such  as  lead 
lb*  atrielest  lives,  and  are  scUlomer  found  to  lrans|(TO» ;  are  not 
ihaU  sinii  wont  to  hririn  with  for):et(ing  God?  i)id  thi^y  cy« 
Oetl  more,  would  they  not  sin  less  fre<)uenlly,  and  with  urcaleP 
rejcrot  f  Vou  hts  saints,  Ihiit  have  made  n  covenant  with  Dim  hyt 
sacrifiee,  that  profess  the  greatest  lore  and  devotedness  to  hin 
and  «e«n  willing  yourselves  to  become  sacrifices,  and  lay  dowa 
your  lives  for  his  sake  ;  What,  is  it  a  harder  thing  to  give  Hin 
look,  a  lhou;;ht  ^  or  is  it  not  too  common  a  thing,  without  n»< 
Bity  (and  thon  not  wtthutil  injury)  to  withhold  (hcite  from 
?  I.cl  u»  bethink  oiir^elvr.'*,  are  nut  the  ]>nn('ipal  disicm* 
Mrs  of  our  si>irils,  and  disorders  yei  obseivahle  in  our  live*  to 
M  referred  bilher  ?  As  to  enjoitieil  services-,  what,Bliouhl  we 
vanhire  on  omissions,  tf  we  had  God  in  our  eye  ?  or  serve  bin* 
with  so  declining,  backward  hearts?  Should  wo  dan-  to  let  pass 
•  day,  in  the  even  whereof  we  might  write  (town,  nothing  duns 
Cor  God  (his  day?  or  should  we  serve  Him  as  a  hard  master, 
with  sluggish,  drspomlcnt  spirits .'  The  apoMie  rori>id»  servants 
lo  serve  with  eye->ervire,  as  nicn-pleasers ;  meaning  Ihey  should* 
eye  men  less  and  God  more.  Sure,  as  to  Him,  our  service  i*. 
not  eiKtugh  eye-service.  We  probably  eye  men  more  than  we 
whould  :  but  we  do  not  eye  Him  enough.  Hence  such  hanging 
of  hands,  such  feebleness  of  knees,  such  laziness  nnd  inditl'eren- 
cy,  so  little  of  an  active  xeal  and  laborious  dilipeore,  k>  little 
fervency  of  s^iirit  in  serving  the  Lord.  Hcnco  aK>  such  lui 
'  aMnion  lo  hnxardmis  services,  »urh  fi'ar  of  iittem|>(tng  any  thing 
(Ibengh  never  so  apparent  im|tortant  duly)  that  may  ptove  cost- 
ly, or  hath  danger  in  it.  W'e  look  not  to  hJm  that  is  invisible. 
And  as  to  forbidden  things ;  should  we  be  so  proud,  to  passion- 
ate, so  earthly,  90  sensual,  if  we  had  God  more  in  view  ?  should  WO 
much  seek  Durselres,  and  indulge  our  own  wills  and  humors, 
'  drivfi  a  design  with  such  soliciludo  and  inltnltnn  of  mind  for 
'  our  phviitr  mtercMs  ^  ghniild  we  ttalk  at  t<uch  a  lulilude,  and 
L  ntore  consult  our  own  inclination  than  our  rule,  allow  ourselves 
I  in  so  much  vanity  of  conversation,  did  we  wind  God  as  we 
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oogltt  ^     Aitd  do  not  we  soasiblv  piuuah  ourselves  in  this  oe^' 
\tet  i  what  t  disuial  chaos  is  (bis  world  while  we  see  not  G< 
in  i( !     To  live  dvttitutv  of  a  divine  presence,  to  discern 
b«aiu  of  the  heavenly  glurj' ;  to  ^  up  and  down  day  by  d 
and  perceive  nothing  of  (itid,  n»  jtlimmering,  no  <ippeiiiance{ 
this  is  disconsolalt^  as  well  as   Airil'ul  diirknesS.     What  can  w< 
Hiake  of  creatures,  wbal  »r  the  daily  events  of  providence,  i(  w| 
see  not  in  theui  the  gloij'  of  a  Deity  ;  if  we  do  not  contcoiplall 
and  adore  the  divine  wisdom,  power,  and  Roodneu,  diffused  0V4 
ery  where  ?     Our  practical  aUteism,  and  inobcertanoe  of  Gc 
makes  ihc  world   l)econic  to  us  the  re^^ion  and  shadow  of 
stales  us  as  among  ghosts  and  spectres,  ruukes  all  ihin||;s  Ic 
with  a  ghasHy  face,  irapriuls  death  upon  every  thiof;  wc  »ce,  er 
circles  us  with  gloomy,  dreadful  shades,  and  with  uocomfarlab 
appariliona.     'I'o  behold    the  trAgicat  spectacles  always  in  vivi 
the  violent  lusts,  Ihc  rapine  and   rage  of  some,  the  caUimitoi: 
tiulTcrings,  the  ini-tcries  and  ruin  of  others;  to  hear  every  eoi 
der  nisuunding  with  Ihe  insullations  of  the  oppressor,  simI  tl: 
mouniful  groatis  of   the   oppres6ed,  what  a  painful  cootinuiiij 
death  were  it  to  b«  in  Ibe  world  without  God!     At  the  l>osl, 
things  were  but   n  VBoishin^;  scene,  an   image   s<'en  in  ihc  dui 
The   creation,  a  Ihiii);,  Ihv  fashion  whereof  were  passing  awaj 
ihe  wl>olc  contexture  and  systciu  of  providence  were  mere  eon 
fusion,  without  the  least  concioniiy  or  order:  religion  an 
knuwledged  iride,  a  mere  i.iockcry  ^     \Miat,  to  wink  ourselvc 
into  SI)  much  darkness  atid  desolation,  itnd  by  si-oling  up  oi; 
eyes  against  the  divine  light  and  eloryi  to  coiilinn  »o  furroidahL 
niseriea  upon  our  own  souls  !     Ilow  dreadfully  shidi  we  licreii 
raveoce  our  own  folly,  in  nullifying  Iliui  to  oui-»elve»,  who  i 
the  all  in  all '.     Sure  there  is  little  of  heaven  in  all  this  !     Bi 
if  now   we  open  our  eyes  upon  that  all  comprehending  glo 
apply  ihem  to  a  steady  intuition  of  Goi),  how  heavenly  a 
shall  we  then  live  in  Ihe  world  '.     To  have  God  always  in  vict 
as  Ihe  director  and  end  of  all  our  actions :  to  make  our 
crave  leave  of  God,  to  consult   Ilim  before  we  adventure  uf 
any  thing,  and  implore  his  guidance  and  blessing  :  u(K>n  nil  oc 
sioDS  to  direct  our  prayers  to  Him  and  look  up :  to  make  otu*  i 
wait  his  commanding  look,  ready   to  rccciro  all  intimations 
bis  will ;  this  is  an  angelic  life.     To  be  as  thoH:  ministets 
his  that  are  always  ready  to  do  his  pleaMirc  :  to  make  our  i 
do  him  homage,  and  express  our  dependence  and  trust :  to  a[ 
prove  ourselves  in  every  thing  to  Ilim,  and  act  as  always  in  ht 
presence,  obseiving  slil)  how  his  eye  observes  us,  and  exjKisii^ 
ourselves  willingly  to  its  inspeeliuu  and  search,  contented  a 
ways  He  should  see  through  and   through  us:  surely  there 
much  of  heaven  in  this  life:  so  we  sJiould  endeavor  to  live  her 
I  cannot  omtt  to  give  you  this  instiuclion  in  the  words  o(  a  he 
then,  SU  ctrtr  viMndum  est  lanqitam  in  conxptctu  vivamtUy 
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We  ovghl  Ht  to  tive,  aa  ulieays  within  fiew,  onler  our  cogiia- 
HtrtU  m  if  Mmte  one  might  or  ran  Ittok  into  the  otri/  inuvrd» 
(^  mtrbrtaat.  For  to  tchat  purpose  is  it,  to  hide  attt/  thing 
ftvmman'/  from  Oodnotkingcan  be  hid  :  he  ie  continualli/  prtM- 
ml  lo  our  f/nritSf  tiud  cornea  atnidal  our  inmotl  thovghtt.  ^e. 
Sen.  Episl.  y>d. 

*rhis  is  to  wnik  in  the  li^tit,  amid»l  «  sprene,  ])la<rid,  mild  light, 
Ihsi  infuvpRtio  unqiiici  Ihoughls,  ndmits  no  fftiUy  fan,  nothing 
thai  enn  di*liirh  or  annoj  us.  To  i>je  Goi  \n  lijl  our  eoniforls, 
and  ohmrre  the  smilini;  aiipr^cls  of  M»  face,  wh«n  ho  di^KnSM 
Ihrm  lo  u!i :  to  evp  lltin  in  all  our  allliclions,  and  conaitter  the 
paternal  wiHclom  that  instructs  U9  in  (ht^in;  how  would  this  in- 
cr^a^e  our  mcreics,  and  mitigate  our  Iroublea.'  To  eye  lliiii  in 
all  his  rreaturtrs,  and  obserre  the  various  prints  of  (be  Creator's 
j^orj  stamped  upon  them  ;  with  how  lively  a  lustre  would  it 
rlothc  thr^  world,  and  roake  every  thing  look  with  a  pleasant 
face  !  whfti  a  heaven  were  it  to  look  upon  God,  as  fillinj;  all  in 
■II :  and  hnw  sweetly  would  it,  cre-while,  raise  our  snuU  into 
some  iitirh  sweet  seraphie  strains,  holy,  holy, — the  whole  earth 
is  full  of  his  elory.  Isa.  6.  2,  3.  To  eye  Him  in  his  |>rovi<leo- 
ees,  and  consider  bow  all  events  are  with  in5oite  wiulotn  dis- 
posed into  an  apt  subserrieney  lo  his  holy  will  and  ends  :  whit 
tKfficiilties  would  hence  be  solved?  what  seeming  ineonnsteo- 
He.<r  reconciled  !  and  how  much  would  it  rontriliute  to  the  ease' 
and  f|iiiet  of  our  minds?  To  eye  Ilim  in  his  ChiiM,  (ho  ex- 
preas  image  of  his  person,  the  brightneKS  of  his  glorj',  and  In 
the  Christian  economy,  the  f^spel  revelation  and  ordinance!, 
Ihroujch  which  he  manifests  himself:  to  behold  Him  in  the  po*- 
ture  wherein  He  saves  souls,  clad  with  the  prmenis  of  salva- 
tion, girt  with  power,  and  apparelled  with  love,  trai'cllinf;  in  the 
greatness  of  his  strength,  mighty  to  save :  lo  view  Him  addreih 
nng  HimMir  to  allure  and  win  to  him  the  hearts  of  .'<inners,wheii  b« 
dbcOverA  himni-If  ii)  Christ,  upon    thnt  rcconcilinj^  design,  makn 

e«ee  that  brines  salvatinn  appear,  leaching  lo  deny  uncodlineas, 
c.  to  behold  Him  entering  into  human  flesh,  pitching  his  laber* 
naele  among  men,  hanging  out  his  ensigns  of  peace,  laying  hit 
Irains,  spreading  his  net,  the  cords  of  a  man,  the  bands  of  love  : 
to  see  Him  in  hi)*  Christ,  ascending  (he  crosf,  lifted  up  lo  draw 
all  men  to  Him ;  and  consider  that  mighty  love  of  justice  and  of 
nouis,  both  80  eminently  conspicuous  in  that  itiupcndous  sacrifice ; 
here  lo  fix  oar  eyes  looking  to  Jesus,  and  behold  in  Him,  hiili 
wliom  we  have  pierced  :  lo  see  his  power  and  glory,  as  Iheyl 
were  wont  to  be  s*en  in  his  sanctuaries  :  lo  observe  Him  in  lh«j 
ralemnities  of  his  woiship,  and  the  graceful  postures  wherein  H»j 
holds  communion  with  his  saints,  when  Me  seats  Himsolf  ami(lst| 
Ibem  on  (he  Ihronc  of  pace,  receives  their  addresses,  die.pen> 
ses  the  tokens  and   pledges  of  his  love  :  inio  what  transports] 
rafght  these  visions  put  us  every  day. 

f.et   us  then  stir  up  «ir  drowsy  souls,  open  onr  heavy  nye*. 
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■ml  turn  tliGio  ujtoD  Uod,  inure  aud  hftbituatc  them  lo  a  constant, 
view  of  liitt  (yet  veiled]  face,  (hat  wo  uMy  oot  we  him  only 
camial  ((laiices,  Itut  ok  those  that  seek  his  Uxe,  and  laaltc  it 
business  to  gain  a  tlwroiigh  knowledge  ol'  him.  But  let  us  remeii 
Iter,  that  ell  our  prvMnt  vistoM  of  God  mu&t  aim  at  a  further  cot 
fiinnitj*  to  Itiiii  :  ihcy  mu.il  design  imilalioD  not  the  salislyiiig  < 
curiosity  ;  our  lookiiij;  must  nut  ihercfuru  l>c  an  inquisitive,  bufl 
prjinit  into  the  uiirevij.tkd  iliinga  of  Cio<l.  CaKit'ully  abstai 
from  Mic))  over-bold  presumptuous  looks.  But  rt:mcn)bor, 
ure  to  ej'c  tiod  as  our  pattern.  Wherein  he  is  lo  be  ao,  he  hatt 
plainly  enough  revealed  and  proposed  himself  lo  u».  And  coni 
sider,  this  is  the  pattern,  both  lo  which  wp  ought,  and  to  whit 
we  shall  be  confoimed  (if  we  make  it  our  business  ;)  so 
sense  of  duty,  and  hope  uf  aucce»s  concur  (o  fix  our  eye 
keep  it  steady.  K»pceia[ly,  let  us  endeavor  to  raanatie  and  guid 
CMir  eye  3ri)(ht,  in  )>ehuldins  him,  that  our  sight  of  him  may  moa| 
effectiiaUy  Mibserve  this  design  uf  being  like  him  \  and  hereia 
nothing  will  be  more  couducible,  than  that  our  looks  be  4)uiitirie4 
witU'^reveience,  and — love. 

[1.]   Let  them  be  reverential  looks.     We  shall  never  be 
ful  to  imitate  a  despiwd  pattern,  or  that   we  think  meanly   . 
When  this  is  iho  inliniate  sense  of  our  soul,  Who  is  a  (>od  lili 
unto  theo  in  holinvsM  !  There  id  none  holy  as  the  Lord  :  this 
set  our  powers  on  work ;  such  sights  will  eonimand  and  over 
awe  our  souU  inloeourormily  to  him-     SubjectH  have  sometime 
•ffeetttd  lo  imitate  ilie  very  iuiperfeelions  and  duforniiiics  of  i 
adored  prince.     Let  us  greatcu  our  llmuglils  of  (!od.     Look 
him  with  a  submissive,  adoring  eye.     Let  every  look   impti 
wor&hip  and  subjection.     Who  can  stnnd  before  apprehended 
sovereign  majesty  with  such  a  temper  of  soul  as  shall  Mgnify 
aS'ix)nl  to  it  f    This  will  make  every  thing  an  suitable  to  G<xl  yie 
and  render  our  souls  susceptible  of  all  divine  »nd  holy  impres 
sinns. 

[i.\   Let  them  be  friendly  and  [ as  far  may  cousist  with  llti 
reverence)  amorous  loi>ks.     It  is  natural  to  adcct  anil  endcavt 
likeness  to  them  wo  love.     Let  lave  always  sit  in  our  eye,  i 
inapirit  il ;  this  will  represent  God  always  amiable,  will  iufinilet,^^ 
commend  us  lo  his  nature  nnd  attributes,  and  i  ven  ravish  us  itilo' 
his  likenesd.     The  loving  sfwuse  often  glories,  lo  wear  her  be- 
lied husband's  picture  on  her  breast.     The  love  of  God  wi" 
■IK-h  more  make  us  alTeet  to  bear  his  imaitr  iu  uur  hearts,     lliij 
law  is  a  true  repress nui ion  of  bira,  and  lovt  in  the  fullillin^ 
tliat  law,  an  esempliUcaiion  of  it  in  ourselves,     l.ove  will  nev< 
enter  a  quarrel,  nor  admit  of  any  disagreement  with  God.     Hijj 
more  terrible  appearances  will  be  commendable  in  the  eye 
lore.     It  thinks  no  evil.     But  so  interprets  and  comments  uf 
hiM  severer  aspects,  whether  throu;;h  hif  law  or  providence, 
to  judge  all  amiable,  and  frame  ibe  bouI  tn  an  answerable  tld 
poriroent. 
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(4.)  In  litis  way  lh«n  lei  us  endeavor  a  grow inf;  conforniit^ 
unto  Uod.     It  hath  biTcn  much  ( and  not    unnvccssatily )  inculea- 
md  •Jreadj',  lliiit  tin-  Iilcsscdncis  of  the  rii^liloous  licrcaftcr,  dothi 
nol  eoDtlK  Diorclj'  in  bvliolrling  an  i-\(ornal,  ohjc-divo  glory,  hut. 
in  being  also  glorifa-ii.     Tlicy  arc  h.npjjy  by  a  (Kir(iri{>a(e<l  glory :' 
by  being  made  like  Cod,  »s  well  as  sticing  his  gloriuuH  likt:ii«95;' 
B   whereby  the  constitution  of  Iheir  ipiril*  is  changed  and  reduced 
^LtejUiat  excellent,  harmonious,  agreeeable  Icnijier,  that  holy  com*' 
^HBpure  and  peaceful  slate  from  uhich  blessedness  is  inseparable.* 
^rXi^far  as  w«  arc  capable  of  blessedness  in  (his  world,  it  must  be' 
H  so  with  us  bcrc.     Glory  without  us  will  nol  make  us  happy  in^ 
H  he>tv«n;  muoli  less  will  any  thing  wilhout  us  make  us  happy  on* 
V    •nrtb.     It  is  an  idle  dream,  of  sickly,  crazy  minds,  that  their 
bleMWdnesa   eonsisls  in  some  external    good,  that  i»  s«parabl«^ 

■  and  distant  from  them ;  which  ihcrcfore  as  (hey  blindly  guei^ 
I b«r  uncertainly  pursue  ;  never  aiming  to  become  good,  without* 
which  Ihey  can  never  know  whal  it  is  to  be  blessed.  What  fe-' 
licily    are    men    wont  to  imagine  to  themselves  in  this  or  that' 

(change  of  (heir   outward   conitilion  ;  were  their  state  such  or' 
Mieb,  then  (hey  were  happy,  and  should  desire  no  more  .'  As  (ha 
child's  fancy  suggGS(s  (o  it,  if  it  were  on  the  top  of  such  a  hill,) 
i(  could  touch  (he  heavens,  bu(  when  wi(h  much  (oil  it  halh  got' ' 
thither,  it  linds  itself  as  far  off  as  before.     We  have  n  shorter^ 
and  more  compendious  way  to  it,  would  wc  allow  ourselves  (o  I 
understand  it.     A  right  l('m|>cr  of  mind  involves  blessednen  ia 
itself:  it   is  this  only  change  we  need  to  endeavor.     We  wear  ' 
out  our  days  in  vanity  and  miseiy,  while  we  neglect  this  work, 
and  bu«y  ourselves  (o  eatcb  a  fugitive  shadow,  that  hovers  about 
US.     It  can  never  be  well,  til)  oui  own  souls  be  a  heaven  to  us,' 
and  blessedneNi  ho  a  domestic,  a  home-dwelling  inhabitant  there, ^ 
TiU  we  get  a  settled  principle  of  holy  auiclude  into  our  own  *| 
breasts,  and  become  the  sons  of  peace,  with  whom  the  )>eace  ot'\ 
God    may    find  entrance  and  abode :  till  we  hare  that  ii«asure 
within  us,  (hat  may  render  us  insensible  of  any  dcpcndance  on  a 
foreign  Rood,  or  fear  of  a  foreign  evil.     Shall  thai  be  (he  boast  'I 
and  glory  of  a  plnlosopher  only,  "  I  carry  all  my  goods  with  me  '1 
wherever  I  go  ?"  And  thai  a  virtuous,  good  man  is  liable  to  no 
hurt  ?  Seneca  ( epis.  03. )  thinks  they  discover  a  Ion  spirit,  that 
•ay,  externals  can  add  any  thing  ( though  but  a  very  little )  to  the  ' 
felicity  a(  an  honest   mind  ;    as  If  (sjith  he)  men  could  not  be 
rontnnt  with  the  light  of  (he  sun  without  (he  help  of  a  candle  or^ 
a  spark  ?"  And  speaking  of  (he' constancy  of  the  virtuous  man, 
(saith  lie)  "They  do  ill  that  say,  such  an  evil  is  tolerable  lo  ' 
Dim,  such  a  one  inlotfrnlile.  and  that  cnnline  the  greatness  of  his 
mind  within  certain  l>oiind^  and  limits."  Adversity  (he  tolls  U8}"J 
overcomen  us,  if  i(  he  nol  wholly  overcome.     Epicurus  (saith 
be)  Ibe  very  patron  of  your  sloth  .icknowledgef  yet,  (hatunhap- 
ipy  events  can  seldom  disturb  the  mind  of  a  virtuous  person,  (and 
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lie  lulds,)  how  bad  he  almost  uttorcil  llic  voice  of  a  ntan  <  I  pray. 
( aaitti  h«,)   speak  out  a  lillle  more  boldly,  anil  saj-  ho  is  abovi 
Ibeia   allDgelber.'**      Such    apprchentioiis   the   mote   rirluoul 
heathens  have  had  o(  the  efhcacjr  and  dofcnmlivc  power  of  mof 
al  i^oodnc&s,  however  defective  their  nolion  might  be  of  the  Ihinj 
itaeU.     Hence   Socrates  the  p:>^an  martyr  ia  reported  to  bav 
cried  out,  (when  those  persons  were  persecuting  him  lo  de«th,] 
Anylus  and  Mcletus  can  kill  me,  but  Iney  cannot  hurt  mo.     Ar 
Aoaxarchus  the  philosopher,  having  sharply  reproved  Nicocreoi 
and  being  by   him  ordered  to  be  beaten  lo  dculk  with  iron  mali 
lets,  bids,  strike  on,  strike  on,  (hou  muysl  (saith  be)  break  it 
pieces  (his  vessel  of  Anaxarchua,  but  A  iiaxarcbus  himself  the 
canst  not  touch.     Diogen  :  I.aerl.  Anaxarchus. 

Shall  Christianity  here  confess  it«elf  outvied  ?  shall  we,  to  tb^ 
reproach  of  our  religton,  yield  the  day  to  pagan-morality,  nnj 
renew  the  occasion  of  ancient  complaint,  Son  pfcutalfida  qua 
pr4tstUii  infidelUat,  that  the  faith  of  chrisliana  m  out-done  by  tk 
htathtA  ir^eliiy}    It  is,  I  remember,  the  challongi;  of  Cecilia 
in  Minucius.   ."  Theic  is  Socrates  (saiih  he)  the  prince  of  wii 
dom,  whosoever  of  you  chrislians  is  great   enough  to  attempt  i^ 
let  him  imitate  him  if  hccan.'*  MethJnks  we  should  be  ambition 
to  tell  the  world  in  our  lives,  (for  christians  should  live  grea 
things,  not  «j>eA  lbein,t)  that  a  greater  than  Socrates  is  hervj 
to  let   them   sec  in  us  our  represented  pattern:  lo  show  (orll 
higher  virtues  than  those  of  Socrates;  even  bin,  who  halh  call 
cd   us   out  of  darkness  into  his  glorious  and  marvellous  light 
Certain  it  is,  that  the  sacred  oracles  of  the  gospel  set  before 
a  more  excellent  pattern,  and  speak  things  not  less  magnificent 
but  much  moie  mcKlest  and  perspieiious  :  with  less  pomp  of  won" 
they  give  us  a  much  clearer  account  of  a  far  more  exrcllcnt  tei 
per  of  mind,  and  prescribe  the  direct  and  certain  way  of  atls 
ing  it.     Do  but  view  over  the  many  passages  of  Scripture  occi 
sionatly  glanced  al,  chap.  7.    But   we  grope  as  in  toe  dark  To 
bleasednesa;  we  stumble  at  noon-day  as  in  the  night,  and  wan 
<ler  as  if  we  had  no  eyes  ;  we  mistake  our  business,  and  lay  tl 
scene  of  a  happy  stale  at  a  great  distance  from  us,  in  things  whic 
we  cannot  reach,  and  which  if  we  could  it  were  to  little  pui 
pose. 

Not  to  speak  of  gi eater  sensualists,  (whom  at  present  I  hai 
less  in  my  eye, }  Is  there  not  a  more  refined  sort  of  persons,  It 
neglecting  the  great  business  of  injecting,  and  laboring  to  bet 
ter  and  impiove  Ibeir  spirits,  are  wholly  taken  up  about  the  i ' 
fairs  of  another  sphere,  that  are  more  soUcilous  for  better  titac 


■  Max.  Tjt.  Aamax.  1  who  aild*.  Tea  a  good  nan  cudm  ncviw  dcti 
mem  from  an  evil  niaji. 
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for  a  belter  world,  llian  bo((cr  Sftirits ;  llinl  seem  to  think  all  the 
hapjHness  they  arc  ui|>:il>lc  of  oo  earth,  is  houmi  up  in  ihia  or 
thai  external  stale  of  lliinz:)?  Not  that  the  care  of  all  public 
eofiecrnnienls  should  be  laid  aside  ;  IcaHt  of  all,  a  just  soliciliidt 
for  the  church's  welfare  :  but  that  should  not  be  pretended,  when 
our  own  iotcn^st  is  the  one  thing  with  us.  And  when  we  are 
retiUy  U')lirJ(iou.t  iiboiil  the  church's  interests,  we  should  state 
them  aright.  (>o<I  di-.iiiciis  the  iiHliclions  of  his  people  for  (heir 
spiritual  good,  (hciefort;  that  is  a  much  gtcntrr  good  than  their 
exemption  from  gutTering  these  evils ;  otherwise  his  means  should 
cat  up  bis  end  ;  and  be  more  expensive  than  that  will  counter- 
vail ;  which  were  an  imprudence  no  man  of  tolerable  discretion 
would  be  ((uiitjr  of.  We  should  desiie  the  outward  pi-t>sperit>-  of 
SioBt  for  it  i.i  II  rcnl  good  ;  but  inasmuch  as  i(  hath  in  it  the  f^ood* 
ncM^  not  of  an  cmf,  but  unl}'  (and  tbnt  but  sometimes  neither) 
ot  a  meatu ;  nut  a  consliiut  but  a  mutual  f^oodnessi  not  a  prin- 
cipal, but  a  lesser  subordinate  goodneui  we  must  not  desire  it 
ubsolulcly,  nor  chiefly,  but  with  submiuive  limited  desirvi.  If 
Mir  hearts  are  grieved  (o  bear  of  the  suflerings  of  the  church  of 
(jod  in  the  world,  but  not  of  their  sins;  If  we  more  sensibly  re- 
f;rcl  at  any  time,  the  pcrscculions  and  oppressions  they  undergo, 
than  their  spirittin)  distempers,  their  eartnliness,  pride,  cold  love 
to  God,  fervent  animosities  towards  each  other  ;  it  speaks  an  uii> 
instructed,  camal  mintL  We  take  no  right  measures  of  the  iit- 
terests  of  religion,  or  the  clturcli's  welfare,  and  do  most  proba- 
bly mistake  ourseU  es  as  much  in  our  judging  of  our  own;  and 
toeasute  theirs  by  our  mistaken  model. 

And  this  is  the  mischievous  cheat  many  put  upon  their  own 
Mluls,  and  would  obtrude  too  ofien  upon  others  too  ;  that  over- 
looking the  great  design  of  the  gospel,  to  transform  men's  spirits 
and  change  them  into  the  divine  likeness,  they  think  it  is  reli- 
gion enou{^  to  espouse  a  party,  and  *dop4  an  opinion ;  and  then 
vogue  themselves  friends  to  relipon  aeeording  (o  the  measure  at 
(heir  xcal  tor  their  own  party  or  opinion  ',  and  give  a  very  preg- 
nant proof  of  that  zeal,  hy  magnifyine  nr  inveighing  agninit  th« 
limes,  according  as  they  favor  or  frown  upon  their  empty,  un> 
spirited  religion.  It  being  indeed  such  ( a  secret  consciouantM 
whereof  they  herein  bewray]  as  hath  t>o  other  life  in  it,  than 
wbal  it  owes  to  external  favor  and  countenance.  And  therefore 
all  {niblic  rebukes  are  justly  apprehended  mortal  to  it ;  whereas 
the  substantial  religion  that  adcipiately  answer*  the  design,  and 
is  aiitmated  by  the  spirit  of  the  gospel,  possesses  the  souls  of 
them  that  own  it,  with  a  .secure  confidence,  that  it  can  live  in 
any  times,  and  hold  their  souls  in  life  also.  Hence  they  go  on 
their  way  with  a  free  unsolicitous  cheerfulness,  enjoyinz  silently 
in  tbeir  own  bosoms,  that  repose  and  rest  which  naturally  results 
from   a  sound  and  well-composed  temper  of  spirit.     They  know 
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tlietr  hnpfulncM  depends  upon  nothing  without  them.*      Th 

thej-  hold  il  hy  »  better  tenure  than  that  of  the  worid'«  eourtcHyn 

Thej"  on  t«  quiet  in  the  midst  oi  itotms,  and  abound   in  t'-'* 

want   or  all   thinip.     They  can  in  patience  poMcss  their  ow 

Miulu,  and  in  them  a  vital  apring  of  true  plenaure,  nhcn  they  ar 

driven  out  of  all  other  pottscMions.     They  know  the  living  sensi 

of  these  \vurd«,  Thnt  the  iiood  man  Unlisted  from  himself: 

to  be  spiritunlly-niiriiled  is  life  and  peace  :   that  nothing  can  h 

ihcin  that  are  ftdlotvers  of  the  good  :  that  the  way  to  siee  good  dayi 

is  to  ki'i-p  their  tongue  from  evil,   and  their  lips  from  sp«aliin| 

jTuile,  to  depart  from  evil  and  do  good,  to  acek  peace  and  pursu 

It.     They  cannot  live  in  bad  limes;  they  carry  (hat  about  thct 

that  will  make  the  worxt  days  good  (o  them.     Surely  they  cai 

never  be  happy  in  the  bcsl  limes,  thnt  cannot  Iw  w  in  any.  Out 

waid  prosperity   is  quite  besides   ihe  piirpow    to  a  distemperi 

soul;    when  nothing   else  troubles,  it  t\ill  lurment  it&eir.     B 

sides,  we  cannot  command  at  pleasure  the  benign  aspects  of 

world,  (he  smiles  of  the  times ;  we  may  wait  a  life's-lime,  ai 

Ktill  find  the  same  adverse  posture  of   things  towards  ua  fr 

without.      What  dolago  is   it  to  place  our  blessedness  in  som 

thing  (o  lis  im|>oss(1}lL-,  that  lies  wholly  out  of  our  power ;  and  ii 

order  whereto  we  have  nothing  to  do,  but  sil  down  and  witih' 

and  either  faintly  hope,  or  ragingly  deN|Miir.*  We  eaniiot  cltangsi 

times  and  seasons,  nor  alter  Ihe  course  of  the  world,  create  ne' 

heavens  and  new  earth.   Would  we  not  think  ourselves  mock 

if  Cod  should  command  us  (he»e  things  in  order  (o  our  bein^ 

happy  ?  It  is  not  our  business,  these  are  not  Ihe  alTairs  of  our 

own  province  ( blessed  be  God  il  is  not  so  large )  further  than  as 

our  bettering  ourselves  may  conduce   (hereto*,    and  this  is  (hai 

which  we  may  do  and  ought:  it  is  our  proper  work,  in  obcdien 

and  subordinalion  (o  God  as  his  instruments,  to  eovcm  and  c 

livate  our  own  spirits,  to  intend  Ihe  aflairs  of  thai  his  kingd 

in  us  (where  we  are  his  authorised  viceroys,)  that  consist 

righteousness,  and  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Gbosl.     We  c 

be  benign  to  ourselves,  if  the  world  be  not  so  to  us  ;  cherish  a 

adorn  our  inward  man  ;  that  (hough  (he  outward  man  be  expo! 

ed  daily  to  perish  ( which  we  cannot  help,  and  therefore  it  eon- 

cerns  us  not  to  take  thought  about  it,)  the  inward  man  may  be 

renewed   day   by  day.     We  can  take  care  that  our  souls  may 

prosper,  that  through  our  oscitant  neglect  they  be  not  left  to  lan- 

E;uish  and  pine  away  in  their  own  iniquities.     Tbcy  may  he  dai- 
y  fed  with  the  heavenly  hidden  manna,  and  with  the  Cruils  of 

"  /Jiv'tu  ^a'tti(  XRt'  J^fMnv'f  •  'lit'"***  Vf  'eatria  aft>a3oK^  'w^r'JU 
ita'lar  'oi^t'ltiat  Kai'    ifW/Jifr '({  'lai/Ili  noocdanv*.     It  Is  the  coDdiun|H 

and  chamder  of  «  common  man  toenpeei  happinowor  iQiiiry,iMl  Itiim  hiin^l 
neir,  bat  {mm  iliinpi  exwnial,  it  is  ibat  of  a  philMOfihRr  to  expeei  all  liappi- 
ii«a«  fn>tu  huiiMlf. 
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ibc  paradlw  of  Ood  ;  tlit/  tanj  enjoy  a(  home  »  continual  feaM, 
and  with  a  holy  Creedoiu  liixuriat«  in  divine  pteaHurcH,  the  joya 
whcrewiih  the  HtrjuigerH  iiitui meddle  not,  if  we  t>e  not  unpro- 
pitious  aod  tinkind  to  ourselres. 

And  would  we  know  wherein  that  sound  and  happy  complexion 
of  spirit  lies,  tltat  hath  so  much  of  heaven  in  it :  It  is  a  piesent 
gradual  participaiion  of  the  divine  likeness.  It  consists  in  being 
conlbrmed  to  l>od  ;  it  is,  ag  the  moralists  (ell  us,  Denique  ul 
breviler  tUn  formutam  scribam ;  talis  aniniut  sapiftitis  vtri  esse 
dtbtt  i/aalis  Deum  dtcttU.  ( Sen.  episl. )  {/'  one  tPotUd  gict  a  short 
eomfitditHU  mtxUl  of  it,  siKh  a  ttnipero/mindaabteomts  God; 
or  to  rirc  an  account  of  it,  in  his  own  words,  who  prcBcribts  it, 
and  wbo  is  himself  llie  highest  pattern  of  this  blessed  fnme.  It 
ia  to  be  transformed  in  the  rent^wing  of  our  minds  »o  as  to  he 
able  to  prove  what  is  the  good,  and  perfect,  and  aceeptablo  will 
of  God  ;  (Horn.  12.  2.)  that  is,  experimentally  to  find  it  in  our- 
aelve»,  impressed  and  wrought  into  our  own  spirila,  so  as  to  have 
the  complacential  relish  and  savour  of  its  goodness,  excellency 
and  pleasantDCM  diffused  through  our  souls.  Where  remember, 
(his  was  written  to  such  as  were  supposed  saints ;  whence  it  must 
be  underttood,  of  a  continued  progressive  transfoimalion,  a  re- 
newing of  ihc  inward  man  day  by  day,  (as  is  the  nptmile's  ex> 
pwtrion  elscwcre.)  It  is  a  more  perfect  reception  of  ihe  im- 
|mM  of  God,  revealing  himself  in  the  ^spel ;  the  growth  and 
tendency  of  the  new  creature,  begotten  unto  the  eternal  blessed- 
ness, towards  its  mature  and  most  perfect  stale  and  stature  in  the 
fruition  (hcrcnf. 

Anil  it  is  this  I  am  now  pressing;  inasmuch  as  some  account 
hath  l>ecn  alreaiiy  given  (according  as  wc  can  now  imperfectly 
gufeM  at  it,  and  spell  it  out)  what  the  constitution  of  the  holy 
•oul  is,  in  its  glonfied  state,  when  it  perfectly  partakes  the  di- 
vine likeness ;  thai  when  we  fiivd  in  ourselves  any  principles, 
anil  first  elements  of  thst  hiensed  frame,  we  would  endeavor 
the  gradual  improvement  thereof,  and  be  maktnf;  towards  that 
l>erfee|ion.  This  therefoTe  being  our  present  work,  let  it  be  re- 
mentbered  wherein  this  participated  likeness  of  (Jod  hath  been 
said  to  consist ;  and  labor  now  the  nearest  approach  lo  that  pilch 
aod  state.  Your  measures  must  be  taken  from  what  is  most  per- 
feM,  coma  now  as  near  it  as  you  can,  and  as  that  pagan's  advice 
is ;  *'  If  yet  ihou  art  not  Socrates,  however  live  as  one  that 
woold  fiiin  be  .Socrates."  F.pictet.  Though  yet  thou  art  not 
pacfnfl,  live  as  one  that  aims  at  it,  and  would  be  so.  Only  it 
must  be  considered,  ihat  the  cunfiMinily  to  Cod,  of  our  present 
slate,  is  in  extent,  larger  and  more  comprehensive  than  that  of  our 
future ;  though  it  he  nnspeakahly  lesa  perfect  in  degree.  For 
there  is  no  moral  excellency  (that  we  have  any  present  know- 
ledge of)  belonging  to  our  gloHfied  stale,  whteh  is  not  in  some 
d6grc«,  Bccessaiily  to  be  found  in  sainls  on  earth.     But  there 
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we  souio  Ihiiigs  wlikh  tbc  exigency  o(  our  |>rcsuiil  state  makes 
necea6arv  lu  uti  hurc,  wlik-h  will  nut  l>c  ao  Jii  ihi:  vlalv  of  ^a\ 
repunUDce,  fnilh,  as  il  leniivrts  the  mediator,  in  order  to  our 
turc  hnp^int-Mt ;  {MtJence  uf  injums,  pily   to  the  distressed, 
These  ttiiiiK*>aod  whatsoever  el!>e,  whoB«  objecm  cease,  must 
uuderstoml  to  eeajie  wiib   them.     In  short,  here  is  ie<(ui.Mte 
that  oioral  );ood   which  roDceins  both  our  end  and  way  ; 
what  concerns  our  end  011I3-. 

Vet  is  the  whole  coiupnM  of  that  f:rncinug  frnmc  of  spirit 
iiuisiic  in  this  our  present  statu,  all  coinprehended  in  conib 
ty  lo  God.  Partly,  inasmuch  as  suine  of  these  gracM,  which 
will  cease  hereafli^r,  in  their  exercise,  as  not  having  ohjecu 
draw  thent  forth  into  act,  have  their  piilleni  in  some  cummui 
cable  altiitiutes  of  God,  which  will  uea!>e  also,  as  to  their  di 
nomiiiatioi)  and  exercise  ;  their  objects  then  ceasinc  too,  a&  bJB 
patience  towards  sinners,  bis  nicfcy  to  the  miserable.  Paitl 
inasmuch  as  other  of  those  f^rnces  now  tet^uircd  in  us,  thu 
they  correspond  to  nolhini;  in  God  ihut  is  cupable  of  the  as. 
name,  as  failh  in  a  Sa/iour,  lepunlancc  of  sin  ( which  can  hw 
im  place  in  Go<t )  they  yet  answer  to  something  in  his  nutu. 
liial  gue.i  under  other  names ;  and  is  the  r«a»on  whereof  be 
quires  such  things  in  us.  lie  hath  in  his  nature  tiial  failbft 
ness  and  ell  sufficient  fulness,  ihat  challenges  our  faitli ;  and  l 
hatred  o(  sin,  which  challenges  our  repentance  for  it,  ha 
been  guilty  of  it.  His  very  nature  obliges  him  to  rcouire  thow 
tilings  from  us,  the  stale  of  our  ease  being  consideieu.  So  '  ~ 
the  sum  even  of  our  present  duty  lies  in  receiving  this  cot: 
im{irvsNti)n  of  the  divine  lilcencss,  (in  some  )>nrl  invariably 
eteniiilly  necessary  to  ns,  in  some  part  necessary  witli  res|iect  to 
our  present  slate. )  And  herein  is  our  present  blesMdness  ~ 
involved.  If  therefore  we  have  any  design  lo  better  our 
dition  in  point  of  blessedness,  il  must  be  our  business  to  end 
Tor  alicr  a  full  participation  of  that  likeness,  in  all  the  part» 
lars  it  comprehends.  You  can  pitch  your  thoughts  upon  no  pi 
of  it,  which  hath  not  an  evident  direct  tendency  In  the  re 
and  rest  of  your  spirits.  I  sh.3ll  commend  unly  some  few 
stances,  that  you  may  see  how  lililc  reason  and  inducement 
soul  eonl'ormed  to  the  holy  will  of  God,  hath  to  seek  its  cumfoi 
and  contents  elsewhere.  Failh  corresponds  lo  the  truth  of  G< 
as  it  rcHpecls  divine  revelations.  How  pleasant  is  il  lo  give 
our  understandings  to  the  conduct  of  so  safe  a  guide ;  to  the 
view  of  so  admiralile  things  as  he  reveals!  It  corresponds  to 
his  goo<lncss,aA  it  res|)ects  its  oflfcrs.  How  delectable  is  it  to  be 
filling  an  empty  soul  from  the  divine  fulness!  What  pleasi 
attends  tlie  exercise  of  thi»  faith  towards  the  person  of  the  Mi 
dilator,  viewing  bin  in  all  bis  glorious  excellencies,  receivii 
him  in  all  his  gracious  communications  hy  this  eye  and  h. 
How  pleasant  is  ii  to  exercise  it  in  reference  to  aaothcr  vroti 
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'livtitK  1*7  it  in  >  daily  prospect  of  Plcrnitjr ;  in  rcrorfmre  to  Ihij 
woHo,  to  live  without  care  in  a  cheerful  de)H-i)dancc  on  htiu  thai 
balb  undertaken  lo  cnre  for  us! 

Repentance  is  that  hy  which  we  beconio  like  the  holy  God  ; 
fto  whom  our  din  hath  made  us  most  unlike  before.     How  t>weel 
I  era  kindly  releiitings,  penitential  tears,  and  the  return  of  Iho 
'  tool  lo  its  Ood,  and  to  a  right  Blind  !     And  who  can  conceive 
I  the  ravishing  pleasures  of  lovo  to  God  t  wherein  we  not  only 
imitate,  but   inlimnlely  unite  with  him,  who  ia  love  itself.    How 
pteaaanl  lo  let  our  souU  dissolve  here,  and  flow  into  the  ocean 
the  element  of  love'      Our  fear  corrcsi>ondi«  to  his  excellent 
<  pcaUMW,  and  is  not  (as  it  is  a  part  of  Ine  new  creature  in  us) 
(oniMoling,  servile  passion,  but  a  due  respectiulncss  and  ob- 
servance of  God ;  and   there  is  no  mean  pleasure  in  that  holy 
I  awful  seriousness  unto  which  it  composes  and  forms  our  spirits. 
I  Our  humility,  as  it  regpects  htm,  answers  his  high  excellency  ; 
I  is  it  respects  our  own    inferiors,   his  gracious   condescension. 
How  pleasant  is  it  to  fall  before  him  '.     And  how  connatural  and 
I  tgrecahle  to  u  ^ood  spirit,  to  stoop  low,  ui>on  any  occnsion  to  do 
I  good!     Sincerity  is  a  mo»t  God-like  excellency  ;  an  imttatioD 
I  M  his  Inilh,  as  grounded  in  his  all-suflicien«y  ;  which  sots  him 
i  above  the  necessity  or  possibility  of  any  advaniaee  by  collusion 
Ldr  deeeit :  and  corresponds  to  his  omniscieocy  and  heart-search- 
I  tug  eye.      It  hciehtens  a  man's  spirit  lo  a  holy  and  generous 
'  Imdness :  makes  him  appreheiHi  it  heneath  bim  to  do  an  unwor- 
thy, dishonest  action,  that  xhould  need  a  palliation,  or  a  conceal- 
'nent.'     And  civcs  him  the  conltrmal  pleiisure  of  self-approba- 
tion lo  God,  whom  he  chie^'  studies  and  desires  to  please.     P»- 
lienee,  a  prime  glory  of  the  divine  majesty,  continues  a  man's 
;  possession  of  his  own  soul,  his  liberty,  his  dominion  of  himself. 
He  is  (if  he  can  sutler  nothing)  a  slave  to  his  vilest  and  most 
sordid  passions  at  home,  his  own  base   foar,  and  brutish   anger.- 
and  effieminale  giief,  and  to  any  man's  lusts  and  humors  besides, 
thai  he  apprehends  can  do  him  hurt.     It  keeps  a  man's  soul  in 

•  peaceful  calm,  delivers  him  from  (that  most  unnatural)  self- 
tormeDt,  defeats  th4i  impotent  malice  of  his  most  im(dacable  ene- 
tDjr,  who  fain  would  vex  him,  but  cannot.  Justice,  the  great 
minhiiie  of  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth,  as  such ;  so  far  as  the 
impres-Mon  of  it  takes  place  among  men,  presert'es  ihe  common 
peace  of  the  worhl,  and  the  private  peace  of  each  man  in  his 
own  bosom,  so  that  the  former  be  not  disturbed  by  doing  of  mu- 

llatl  injuries,  nor  the  latlei  by  the  conscience  of  havmg  done 
'them.  The  brotherly  love  of  fcllow-chrislianfii  the  hnpreffiion 
,  of  that  spceial  love,  which  God  bears  to  them  all,  admits  them 

•  'Aa  Umi  nobk  Roman  whom  hi*  oreluim  (atwui  m  beild  liim  a  bouw) 
|»«miK«l  ID  contriT*  It  trte  frum  oil  hia  tn-if  htKire  iliffpcvuoci ;  li«  replinv  ' 
nar,  if  thou  have  nnjr  an  in  ibcc,  liiiiUI  my  h«iiar  w  lliU  all  iiiaj  aee  wIim 
I  io.    VrU.  Pai.  p.  ta. 
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inio  one  tnolliftHfl  bowins,  an<l  to  all  the  endearmenU  kimI  pl< 
surcfl  of  a  mutual  cominunion.  Lore  to  enemtea,  the  exprcM  ii 
age  of  our  heaveol^T  Father  ;  bv  which  we  appear  his  childreii^ 
bCf^lten  of  him;  overcomee  e\i\  by  poudiicBs,  bluots  the  double 
eifce  of  rev^neo;  at  leut  the  sharper  edge,  (which  is  always 
wards  the  author  of  it,)  RCciircs  ourselves  from  wouDding  i 
pressions  nnd  rcRcnlmvnt ;  turns  keen  anger  into  gealle  pitv  ; 
aod  snbutilules  mild  |>lcasai)t  forgivenoM,  in  (ho  room  of  ihe 
much  uneasier  thoughts  and  studjr  of  retaliation.  Mercifulness 
towuxl  the  distressea,  as  our  Father  in  heaveo  is  merciful,  heaps 
biHting  upon  our  souls,  aitd  evidences  oiir  title  to  whnt  w«  arc 
to  live  by,  the  dirine  meicy.  A  universal  benignity  aiid  propen- 
sion  to  do  good  to  all ;  an  imiialion  of  the  immense,  dilTusivc 
goodiiosa  of  (>od,  ia  but  kindness  to  ourvolvrs,  rewards  itself  by 
that  greater  pleasure  there  is  in  giving  than  in  receiving ;  and  ais- 
socialea  us  with  (iod  in  the  blessedness  of  this  work,  aa  well  as 
in  the  diKposition  to  il;  who  e^tercises  loving  kindness  in  the 
earth,  twcause  he  delighteth  therein. 

Here  are  some  of  the  run^fwira  rJx  ©jioj  J^u-w,  or  Ihr  Ihinifa 
mheniit  consah  that  our  confomtily  to  the  divine  ttalurc  a, 
will,  trhicb  i»  proptr  to  our  prestnl  ttale.  And  now,  who 
estimate  the  blcsMslness  of  such  a  soul?  Can  (in  a  word) 
state  of  that  soul  be  unhappy  (hat  is  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  full 
of  lore,  joy,  peace,  long- suffr ring,  gi'ntlene^s,  goodness,  fuith, 
meekness,  temi>ernn<'e,  thoso  blessed  fniil-*  of  ihal  blessed  Spi- 
ril  ?  Bles.iednt^ss  is  eoiiiuluritlized  iinio  lhisM>ul :  every  thing 
doth  its  part,  and  all  conspire  to  make  t(  happy.  This  soul  is  a 
temple,  an  habitation  of  holiness,  ^eie  dwells  a  Deity  in  his 
glory.  It  is  a  p.iradise,  a  garden  of  God.  Here  he  walks  mid 
converses  daily,  delighted  with  its  fragrant  fruilfulnesa.  He  that 
hath  those  things  nnd  nbpundcth,  is  not  barren  or  unfruitful 
the  knowledge  of  our  l.oni  and  Saviour  Jesus  :  lie  is  the  su 
and  the  knowledge  of  him,  the  (juiikming  beams  that  cheri: 
and  ripen  these  fruits.  But  the  soul  that  Ui-kclh  these  things 
a  desert,  a  habitation  of  devils.  Here  is  stupid,  disconsolate 
fidelity,  inflexible  obstinacy  and  resolvednessfor  bell,  hatred  a 
eontempt  of  the  sovereign  majesty  ;  whom  yet,  its  secret  mil 
givin;;  ihouKhts  tell  it,  will  be  too  hard  for  it  at  last.  Here  is 
swollen  pride  and  giddy  vain-glory,  disguised  hypocrisy  and 
pining  envy,  raging  wialh  nnd  rRvenous  avarice,  with  what 
can  imagine  besides,  leading  to  misery  and  desolation. 

You  have  then  some  prospect  of  a  happy  temper  of  spirit. 
ran  now  be  no  difficulty  to  you,  to  frame  an  idea  of  it  in  yoi 
thoughts,  to  get  a  notional  image  (or  this  likeness  in  the  nott< 
of  it )  into  your  minds ;  but  that  will  iivuil  you  litllc,  if  you  ha 
not  the  real  image  :dso  ;  lh.it  is,  your  spirits  really  fashioned  am 
formed  according  thereto:  ifhavingthr  knowledge  of  these  thin 
{as  the  pagan  moralist's  expression,  before  mentioned,  is  of  virl 
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r>ti«  niloa  ami  ]>r«>ecf»lc,  PkilMOfiMa  hoe  dtvi^ilur  in  teiealbm  «t 
Aabihmt  aninii,  unain  illam  ytii  ilitiifil  rt  J'adendu  ar  ct/wnda 
ft prwetfiit  noniium  mtjiifturMl  nin  itna  qute  iHdUil  iiHitiiM  rjut^ 
Irmufigvrntuii  rsl.'      Smvx  A^ri)>|iu  t-pist.  Ml. )  ihev  iH^oini;  not  i 
hnbidinl  1(1  you,  .iiiil  your  )i|iiiii»  tit  itnl  transfigured  iiilbviti.  / 
Hut   now,  I  tro.il  with  such  »a  nrc  »ti{>|>oscd  to  have  avtnc  *ueb| 
rMl  impressions,  that  they  may  tw  vtirred  up  to  endeavor  a  fur- 
ihnr  perfecting  of  them.     In  order  wherelu,  I  oluiU  add  but  ihitj 
IwO'Told  «dfice: 

[1.1   Be  very  cnrpful  (hat  (his  living  image  (such  you  havff 
been  formerly  told  il  i%)  may  Rrow  equally  in  eveiy  i»rt.     Se« 
thnt  (he  imprcMJon  of  (him  lik«-n<.-ss  be  entire,  ihut   it  be  not  a 
maimed  thins  !  "  't  f"*'!  ^'O''  will  never  own  it  as  his  proiiuclion. 
Inteil^rily  Is  the  glory  '^^  ^  christian ;  to   be  entire,  laekinfc  no- 
thing,    This  is  the  soundness  of  heart  that  excludes  a  blushing 
'  rnnscioiiwess  and    misgiving ;    exempts  it  from  the  fear  of  « 
'Mttmcful  diseovery.     Let  my  heart  he  sound  in  thy  slalutes;  is 
'  pan|)hr»se<t,  hy  hanni;  respect   to  all  God's   commandments; 
'f  PmI-  II!*.  6.  80.)  to  nhich  i»  opposite,  that  being  partial  in  iha 
Maw,  spoken  of  by  the  prophet  ( Mai.  2.  9. )  by  way  of  complaint 
'concerning  the  priests  of  that  time.     A  thing  hateful  in  the  cje 
^of  God,  and  as  uneom  fort  able  to  ourselves,  as  to  he  wilhonl  a 
Meg  or  an  arm.     And  see  that  it  he  preserved  entire  by  a  propor- 
biJonal  and  uniform  growth,  that  freidi  life  and  motion  may  daily 
ippear  (n  every  limb  of  this  lieavenly  new  creature-     How  odi- 
tvn*  a  deformity  is  it,   when  a  shew  uf  moral  virtues  excludes 
f^odliness?     And  how  much  more  odious  (inasmuch  as  there  is 
[iDore  impudent  falsehood  in  it,  and  more  dishonorable  relloelion 
nn  God )  when  under  a  high  pretence  of  godliness,  any  shall 
(low  themselves  in  visible  immorality  r    What  to  be  oppressive, 
P^nvious. contentious,  derciiriiliproud,  turbulent,  wrathful,  morose, 
nalicious,  rretTnl,  and   jieevish,   and  yet   a  rhrislian  ,^     What  se- 
rious person,  that  ,ihall  have   no  fairer  representation  of  Chn's- 
lianily  than  such  do  give,  would  not  he  ready   to  say  rather,  Sit 
nima  mm  turn  Philoaophit,   J/  thia  be  ChriaHan  nligion,  giv« 
haneM  pat^antam  9     A  christian  that  hath  received  lh«  pro- 
_  »r.  uniTorm,  entire  impress  of  the  gospel  of  Christ,  is  the  moM 
meek,  mild,  calm,  hannless  thin^  in  the  world.     Xever  mention 
S<i  venerable  a  name,  if  you  will  not  lie  jealous   of  the   honor  of 
it.     Will  you  pvi  God  occasion  to  charge  you,  Wretch,  1  never 
bad  this  dishonor,  if  thou  hadsl  never  been  called  a  ebris- 
ian ;  thoo  art  a  christian  (o  no  jiuqiose,  or  to  very  bad ;  it  does 
no  good,  and  it  injures  me  ?     hut  (which  is  more  directly 
isiderablc  as  lo  our  present  purpose)  the  neglect  and   conse- 
I  decay  of  any  gracious  principle,  infers  a  languor,  a  oonsump- 

khid  nr  philosapb;  m  ilii  ided  inio  iba  stisBCS  and  ihs  habti  of  iha 
Vid»pac«l&. 
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lion  and  enfeeltlcraent  of  all.     Anjr  such  perv«n»e 
ilolh  not  affect  that  putt  only,  is  not  onlj  an  ini|»4iniM!iit 
rontrary  pTacious  principle,  but   (as  a  caoccr  in  aoDkc  rxtvria 
part  of  the   body)  it  gnduallj  crtiups   up   till   it  invade   ll 
viiuls.     Can  Ihv  love  of  Ciwi  live  and  grow  in  an  uivr|uiet,  ai 
grjr,  uncltaritublo  bi-ea»t  ?     Considc-r,  Jam.    I.    26.  \    John  3.  I' 

\2,]    Bu   c»n$lanll)-   intent   upon   iliiH   bueincss  of   bpiriltii 
ip^iwiii.     Miud  it  as  a  design,  make  a  suleinn  purpo&ed  buainea 
(if  il,  }our  great  daily  business.     Vou  do  not  till  your  Kroond  t 
chance,  as  a  casual  thing;  but  you  do  il  industjiou&ly,  and 
set  purpose.     Thu  aposllo  speaking  of  his  own  nicthwl  of 
suing  conformity  to  Christ,  ( Phil.  3.  &.)  tclli;  iia,  he  did  lo  eon 
perioon,  rouiil  all   things  else  loss  and  dog's  meal ;  ho 
every  thing  else  aside.     Then  next  he  recounts  uilb  hints 
how  fur  sliorl  he  was  ;  Not  ait  if  I  had  already  attained,  &C.  (^ 
IS.)  (where  by  the  way  he  intimates,  that  to  stand  siill,  andgii 
over  further  endeavors,  implies  that  gross  absurdity,  as  if 
thought  ourselves  lo  have  attained  already,  to  be  already  p 
feet;  are  we  not   ashami-d  to  seem  so  ron<-cited  of  oursolvesT 
aiuj  jhcn  still  as  h<^  did  niinin  in  his  piirMiit  hu  forgot  what  waa 
behind;  (ver.   12.  1,'i.)   and   held  nn  hi:«  courM;  wtlli  frcilt  ail^H 
constant  vigor,  still  reaching  forlh  and  pi^easing  onward  lowaraV 
his  designed  mark. 

in  this  great  business  we  alas !  seem  lo  dream.     lie  lltat  ball 
been  observed  ton  or  twenty  years  ago  to  be  proud,  and  covetou 
or  passionate,  ^-lill  remains  so,  and  we  apprehend  not  the  ineoi 
gruity  of  it.     What,  always  learning,  and  yet  neret  come  to 
know)ed)^o  of  the  truth,  as  il  is  in  Jc!>iis,  to  (he  puttin;;  olT  the 
nuut,  and  putting  on  the  new  ?  Who  would  meddle  wilhany  pro 
sion  upon  such  terms,  to  be  always  doing  atKl  yet  to  do  nolhir 
Surely  it  must  be  imputed  to  this,  we  design  not,  we  do  not  acr 
ously  intend  the  perfecting  of  holiness,  to  make  a  real  progress  il| 
our  way  and  work,  and  to  get  still  nearer  heaven,  as  we  dra^ 
naaftr  to  the  end   of  our  days  on  earth.     We  too  conlentedl;, 
Mutfiiie  ounelves  iviihjn  certain  limits  and  aim  not,  as  we  shoul 
al  A  aptiitOAl  excellency.     This  is  the  temper  of  many  that  faai 
long  trodden  the  path  of  (al  least  an  external)  religion;  th< 
will  go  but  their  own  pace,  and  that  within  a   scli-prcscit 
round  or  circle.     They  perform  their  slated  ta^  of  ntUgioi 
exercises,  and  shun  the  grosser  vieea  of  the  time  ;  and  rMot 
never  to  go  higher :  much   like   the  character  that   was   oi    _ 
gtVMi  of  a  ^eal  man,  (  Tiberiita^)  j\'e<fue  enim  eminenltJt  virluttM 
atdabatur,  ei  ruravm  vilia  odtral :  thai  he/oUowed  not  the  ma 
mninent  virtway  and  yet  that  ht  hakd  vice.     Tacit.  Annal.    Al 
it  is  a  true  censure  that  a  baibwiao,  (Tbespesion,  Pbilostro.  i 
Til.     ApoUoD.  Tyan.)  is  said  to  have  given  of  that  middle  ten 
per,  thai  dull  indifTerency  :  Ita*  yikf  i  r^inc  *>,  ■*<  tvuffa*  lA»  dpip 
Mv,  nru  &firTi:  toKat  ia  egttali}!  datant  /rotn  biing  tkt-miatk 
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Mktr  of  prmae  or  punuhmeni,  u  vpon  no  lerma  to  be  accouA' 
ttd  a  virtiu.  At  IcaMt  we  <lrit-e  not  on  a  design  of  gran-tlt  and 
a»tf>iniprov«ti»eiit  in  our  sptritunl  slates  with  that  conscani-jr  w« 
wo  ll'rt  oil  and  on  ;  our  fpirils  arc  not  steadilj-  iiilenl ; 
wo  ife  iinslnhle  as  wnter,  bow  can  we  excel?  (Gen.  49.  4.) 
Ood  hath  not  put  ua,  sure,  upon  so  fniitlera  a  task,  whercio 
our  utmost  lahor  and  diligence  sh.ill  profit  noihinfC-  Therefor* 
rive  more  vicorously,  and  pruy  with  more  irnniesi  imimriunily. 
Jonstderand  plead  it  with  God,  that  be  hath  set  before  thee  the 
hope  of  Mich  ■  Mate,  wherein  thou  art  to  be  perfectly  like  him ; 
and  sh.ill  thou  (thai  must  hcrcurter  be  lilce  God)  be  now  like  a 
clod  of  aarib  ?  Thou  lut  now  n  child  l>ep;otlen  of  him ;  and 
Iboufth  Ihou  art  j'«t  in  the  minority,  yet  mny  not  somewhat  be 
■pared  out  of  »»  uir  an  estate,  hereafter  designed  for  (hec,  m 
that  thou  mayst  now  lire  worthy  of  such  a  Fatlier,  und  suitable 
lo  iby  expected  inberilanee. 

( 3. )  And  now,  a  contented,  satisfied  Icmpei  of  spirit,  as  I  have 
Inld  you,  results  from  the  other  two;  and  will  therefore  follow 
of  course  upon  ^rowinp;  knowledge  of  God,  and  conformily  to 
ihim,  as  the  Inter  of  tUcst:  alno  doth  Upon  the  former.  Yea,  It 
i»  a  pail  of  our  conformity  to  God;  hut  n  p^rt  con9e{|uen(  (o 
the  impression  of  the  things  mentioned  under  the  former  head, 
jia  knowledge  also  ia  a  part  previous  and  antecedent  tlioreto. 
It  is  i»  a  stale  of  elory,  we  see,  something  superadded.  The 
likeness  impressed  is  prc-Hipposed ;  S3ti»f:iction  fullnws  ihere- 
pon.  The  rase  is  so  loo  in  our  present  st.ite  ;  contentment  is 
'  en  nf  ns  n  thing  conspfiuent  and  MiperaHded  ;  Godliness 
with  contcnimenl.  A  satisfied  ronlenled  spirit,  when  il  is  the 
result  of  Godlinesa,  (of  the  divine  image  impressed,)  is  indeed 
t  gain.  Vet  as  to  (his  1  shall  only  say  these  two  things. 
[I.]  Be  dblinct  and  eTplleil  in  the  proposal  of  it  as  an  end. 
Religion  doth  nnt  brutify  men,  but  make  them  more  nlional. 
Its  btiMncss  is  to  guide  tliem  to  ble»<edne!».  Il  must  therefore 
|>iteh  (heir  eyes  U]H>n  it,  ai  the  mark  and  end  they  are  to  aim 
I,  and  hold  them  intent  there.  It  is  ingenious,  and  honorable 
Ood,  thai  we  should  expressly  avow  it.  We  come  lo  him  for 
:l«faeiion  to  our  spirits,  not  knowing  whither  el»e  lo  apply 
irvelves.  We  turn  our  eyes  upon  him,  we  lay  open  our  muIs 
reeeive  impreanons  from  him,  for  Ibis  very  end.  This  is  an 
plicit  acknowledgment  of  him  as  God,  our  highest  sovereign 
good. 

[2.)  Arltially  apply  and  accommodate  divine  visions  and 
cORimuntcalions  to  this  purpose.  Say,  "  O  my  soul,  now  ooiB* 
Bolnce  thyself  in  this  appearance  of  Ood ;  eoioe,  lake  thy  allow* 
>*il  pleaaure  in  such  etertions  of  God,  as  thou  dost  now  expo* 
ritMe*  in  thyself."  Recount  thy  happiness;  think  how  great  it 
IS,  bow  rich  ihoii  art ;  on  purpose  ihat  thy  spirit  may  grow  more 
daAy  ioto  a  HliB^d,  conienied  frame.    Often  bethink  Ibytetf, 


tm^ 


THK     BLKSSSDMKSi 


Whitt  is  the  fcr««(  Uod  doing  Tor  in«,  that  tie  (bua  reveals  and  in- 
|Mits  himself'  lo  iii)-  soul !  O  how  ^reU  things  do  (hose  pr«senl^J 
i»)«dgc8  pre-signiry  to  ate  !  that  thou  iniyst  itill  mote  aod  more  ^ 
[ike  thy  porlion,  ami  account  it  fallen  in  pleantit  plaeeii,  m  as 
never  to  tcfli  saliarariifln  in  ihingD  of  anolhi-r  kind ;  thougb 
lltou  must  still  coiilinuf-  cxnectin):  and  desirin);  more  of  the  ssmo 
kind.  And  remember  to  lliis  purpose,  there  cannol  I*  a  tcrcalcr 
participation  of  the  miwrv  of  hell  before-hand,  Ihan  aditiconleni- 
ed  spirit  perpetually  restless  and  weary  of  itself;  nor  of  tho 
blessednesa  of  heaven,  than  in  a  wdl-pleatcd,  satisfied,  contented 
frano  of  spirit. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

KiUo  S.    Diiectiii^  lo  nimi  our  dcHlrM  above  ili«  aaual  or  ooMiUe  aiti 
menu  of  till*  our  prMciK,  and  tonuliMle  dt«iii  ujion  (ho  luiurc  cuiwuiii'J 
male  nale  of  bimwdiiot.     Tim  rule  exjitnincd  oiid  na|irr«J  b;  miadr 
CMwideTMion*.     Rule  &    Tbnl  we  mid  to  a  dcBinxm  |iuniiih,  a  joyfld  ■  ' 
paciMioB  of  this  blamtdaeas:  whirli  Is  puraiied  hy  certain  subanlitiBte  i 
toe^am. 

5.  That  notwitlutaoding  all  our  present  or  possible   alUiai 
meuts  in  ihJs  imperfect  state  on  earth,  we  direct  fervent  vigor-' 
ous  desircN  towards  the  perfect  and  consummate  Male  of  glory 
itself;  Dot  dcMi^ning  to  ourselves  a  plenary  satisfaction  Aiid  res 
in  any  thing  on  Ibis  side  of  it.     That  is,  that  forgettine  what  isj 
behind,  we  readi  forth  not  only  to  wh«t  ia  immediately  befor 
us,  tlie  next  step  to  be  taken ;  but   lluit  our  eye  and  desire  nii 
forward  at  the   ultimate  period  of  our  race,  terminate  upon  the 
eternal  f^lory  itself;  and  tliat  not  only  as  a  measure,  according 
lo  which  we  would  some  way  proportion  our  present  attaini 
ments,  but  as  the  very  mark,  which  (itself)  we   would  fain  hit] 
and  reach  home  lo.     And  Ihatthis  be  not  only  the  haliiiual  beitt 
and  tendency  of  our  spirits ;  hut  that  we  keep  up  such  desir 
in   frequent   (and  as  much  as  i«  posMbIc)  continual  exercise^ 
Yea,  and  that  such  actual  desires  be  not  only   faint  and  sluggu 
wishes,  but  full  of  lively  efficacy  and  vigor;  in  some  measure 

proportionable  to  our  last  end  and  higheM  good;    bi;yond  and 

above  which  we  neither  esteem   nor  expect   any   other  e»joy^^| 
raent.     Whatwcver  we  may  possibly  attain  lo  here,  wc  shoutil^l 
Mill  be  far  from  projecting  to  ourselves  a  slate  of  r«st  on  Ihia 
side  consuininalc  glory,  but  still  urge  ourselves  to  a  continual  as- 
cent ;  so  as  to  mount  above,  not  amy  all  enjoyment  of  aoy  Qlbei: . 
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flttnd,  but  aU  degr«e«  of  «iijo}riiiant  is  thiskiikl,  thu  w«  bcnmifa 
I  perfeeiioD. 

S(iU  il  musl  be  remviuboriMl,  tliu  is  Dot  the  slate  of  our  final 
[fvM.  Tlie  mass  of  Rloty  is  jcl  in  reserve,  wo  are  not  jct  so 
vIh^  as  the  highest  hcuvvnft.  If  mc  gain  hut  ihe  top  of  mount 
iTHXir,  we  arc  ujit  to  »»}*,  It  is  good  lu  ha  hrrc-,  and  forget  tho 
[■loBger  jouroK/  yvt  h«forv  us,  loth  to  think  of  a  further  advancfi  ; 
[vhoD,  were  our  s^iirits  ri^ihl,  how  far  soever  wc  may  enp(K>!ie 

BUfBelveB  to  haw  attained,  it  would  be  matter  »f  continual  joy 
llo  us  to  think,  hi)ch  ]ierfo<:tions  are  still  attainublu  ;  that  we  are 
I'jrot  «BHblu  of  greater  things,  than  what  we  have  hitherto  com- 
TpBlMil ;  our  souls  can  yet  comprehend  more.  Nature  intends 
'what  is  nost  [lerfecl  id  every  creature  ;  melhinks  the  divine  na- 
j  tiirc  in  the  new  creature,  ihould  not  design  lower,  or  ceaM  an' 
rpirini;,  till  it  have  attained  its  ultimate  perfection,  its  eulminat- 
ling  |>oinl  ;  till  giaeo  turn  into  ^ory.  Let  us  therefore,  chris- 
jtians,  beMir  our»elvc«,  let  us  o]icn  and  Uirn  our  eyes  upon  the 
I  eternal  ^lory.  Let  ua  view  il  well,  and  then  demand  of  our  own 
souls,  why  are  our  denirev  M  faint  and  slothful  ?  why  do  they  m 
seldom  pierce  ihningh  the  intervening  distance,  aiK)  reach  hone 
I'tn  wlul  they  professedly  level  at;  so  rarely  touch  this  blessed 
ItMA  }  How  c»n  we  for^>ear  to  be  angry  with  ourselves,  that  so 
ariou*  an  end  should   not  more  powerfully  attrncl ;  tlml  our 

bearta   should  not  more  sensibly  find  themselves  drawn  ;  and  all 

[tho  powers  of  the  soul  be  set  ou  work  by  the  attractive  gxiwer  of 

"  ry  ?   It   certainly   concerns   us,   not   to   sit   still  under  to 

est  a  distemper,     fiat  if  tho  proposal  of  the  object,  the 

liaeourse  (all  this  while)  of  this  blessed  slate,  do  not  move  us 
tto  make  some  further  trials  with  our^elres,  ncc  what  urging  and 
[reasonin)^  with  onr  souls,  what  rubbing  and  ehafniK  our  hearts 

trilt  do.     And  there  is  a  two-fold  trial  we  may  in  this  kind  make 
(upon  our  spirits : — what  the  sense  of  $home  will  work  with  us ; 

rhelherour  hearts  cannot  be  made  sensible  to  suppose  how  vile 
id  wretched  a  temper  it  is  to  be  undesirous  of  i;lory.  And 
Ititen  what  sense  of  praise  can  etl'ect ;  or  what  impression  it  may 
Isiake  upon  us  to  consider  the  excellency  and  worth,  the  high 
I reasonablenesa  of  that  temper  and  postuio  of  soul  which  1  am 
leow  persuading  to,  a  continual  desirousne^  of  that  blessed,  glo- 
jrious  slate. 

{\.)  As  to  the  former.  Let  us  bethink  ourselves.  Can  wo  an- 
Iswer  it  to  Go<l  or  to  our  own  souls,  that  we  ahould  indulge  our- 
■•olves  in  n  continual  ncglifccnee  of  onr  eternal  blessednctis .'  a 

tlftoscdncss  consisting  in  the  virion  and  pnrlicipaiinn  of  the  di- 

rioe  nlory  ?  Have  we  been  dreaniin):  all  this  while,  that  God, 

toth    heen  revealing  to  us  this  glorious  state,  and  setting  this 

btrely  prospect  before  our  eyes?     Did  it  become  us,  not  to  open 
jr  ere<  while  he  w.is  opening  heaven  lo  us,  and  repivscDiing 

be  slate  which  he  designed  to  bring  us  lo .'  or  will  we  say.  We 
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have  scon  i(  and  yet  dwitc  il  itol  i  Have  we  been  ilotf  and  dead, 
while  lie  haili  tie«i)  calliDg  us  inlo  eternal  g\ory ;  bavr.  all 
tenai-a  been  bound  up  all  ibia  wbile  .'  iiatli  ho  been  ^waLinft  i 
alon]c  tu  SGiMuless  sUlues,  to  slocks  and  stones,  while  he  oxpec 
I'd  ruusoiiatile,  living  houIs  should  bave  received  ibc  voioe,  ag 
have   returned    an  uljcdiont,    complj  ing  anKwer.'  And  nbalal 
swer  oould  be  ox)>cclcd  (o  5ucb  t>  cull  ( a  call  lo  hi»  glor^r )  bcrto 
Ihia,  We  desire  il  Lord,  w«-  could  Inin  be  (hen-.     And  if  wc 
we  have   not  bvcn  nil   thin  wbik  a«leep,  wo  saw  the  tight  ttu 
abone  upon  us,  we  heard  ibe  voice  (hnt  called  lu  us  ;  wherewit 
sliall  wo  then  exnuHe  ourselves,  that  our  desires  were  not  movi 
that  our  souls  were  not  presenlly  in  a  flame?  Wx»  it  then,  il: 
wc  tlwugbt  ull  a  mere  Aclion ;  that   we  durst  not  f^ii'c  credit  to 
hU  word,  when   il  brought  us  the  report  of  the  everlasling  f;h 
ry  .'  Will  we  avow  this  r  Is  this,  that  wc  will  stand  by  ?  Or  wJ 
else  have  we  lef)  lo  say  '  Have  we  a  more  plausible  leason 
'«lle^,  that  the  di»carcry  of  such  a  itlciry  moved  us  not  to  do 
it,  than   that  we  beliuvcd  il  not  i  Sure  this  is  (he  troth  of 
case.     We  shoidd  feel  lbi$  henvcnly  lire  always  burning  in 
breasts,  if  our  infidclily  did  not  (juetcb  the  coal.     If  wo  did  h( 
Uev«,  wc  could  not  but  desire,     Itui  do  not  tbir  thoughts  of  ibis 
shake  out  very  souls,  and  Kll  us  with  horror  and  trembling  ?  W| 
that  sliould  be  turned  into  indignation,  «xk1  ready  to  bum  ou| 
wives  with  our  own  fl.imc,  and  all  about  us,  if  one  should  give 
the  lie  ;  that  we  sbouhl  dare  to  put  the  lie  upon  ihe  cla-nai  trtiH 
U(ioii  him  whose  word  gavcHt.ibility  and  being  lo  the  world,  wtt 
made  and  sustains  all  (hing»  by  il !  That  awful  word  !  Tiiat  wo| 
that  shivers  rocks,  and  melts  down  mountains,  (btt  m:ikps  it 
animate  creation  tremble,  thai  can  in  a  moment  blast  all  ihinji^ 
ta6  dissolve  iho  frame  of  heaven  and  earth,  (which  in  Ihe  mei 
line  it  upholds :)  is  that  become  with  us  fatwlous,  lying  breatli 
TboM  God-brealhed  oracles,  those  heavenly  record",  which  dii 
cover  and  describe  this  blessed  state,  are   ihey  fglsc  and  foolii 
legends.'  Must  that  he  pretended  at  last  (if  men  durst)  that 
so  totally  void  of  nil  pretences.'  What  should  be  (he  gain  on 
vantage  accruing  (o  that  eternal,  all-sufiicienl  Being?  \^*hat 
cession  should  be  made  to  thai  infinite  setf-fuliiess  by  deludini 
woira  ?  Were  it   consistent    with  his  nature;  what  could  be 
design  to  put  a  cheat  upon  poor  mortal  dust  ?  If  thou  dare  not  ii 
pule  it  to  him  ;  such  a  deception  had  a  beginning,  but  what  at 
thor  canst  thou  iln:igine  of  il,or  ivhnt  end  .'  Did  il  proceed  fra 
A  good  man  or  bad  .'  Ciiuld  a  good  and  honcM  man  form  so  bo 
ribly  wicked  a  dexi^i,  lo  impoM  a  universal  delusion,   and 
upon  a  world,  in  Ihe  name  of  the  tntc  and  holy  God  ?  Or  con 
«  wicked  mind  frame  a  desifi^n  so  directly  levelled  against  wici 
edneaa!  Or  in  there  any  Ibinz  so  aptly  and  naturally  tending  ' 
form  ihc  world  lo  »obriety,  holiness,  purity  of  conversation,  i 
tbe  (Uscover^  of  ihia  future  Mate  of  glory  ?  And  aince  the  betid 
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j*S  Culort  r«licil7  is  koown  to  ubloifi  univer««lly  aniong  nivii,  who 
luU  ba  lh«  author  or  so  common  ^  deccpiioD  ^  If  (Uou  lisHst 
iiB  mind  to  impoM-  a  lie  u|>on  all  Ihe  world,  what  course  wouldsi 
take .'  Mow  wnuldst  thou  lav  tli«  design  ?  Or  why  dosl  ihou 
Ibis  ranc  ima^ini.-  whal  thou  ktiowest  oot  bow  to  imngino } 
iat\  doM  thoti  »ol  without  scruple  believe  many  things  of  which 
'  90  tiAVitr  badM  »u  ui»qucstion«blc  cridcnco.^  Or  must  that 
litbi  wbieh  is  the  rouiidation  of  thy  rcli((ion  and  fiternal  hopes, 
«  th«  most  »us|)«clfd,  thnking  ihinj;  with  thcc ;  and  have,  of 
II  other,  the  least  ^taliililr  and  rooti'dncss  in  Ihy  houI  '  If  thou 
knu  nolfSfiiw  thy  inGdclily,  be  ashamed  of  thy  so  cold  und 
lugt;isb  dr<-ircB  of  llii.<i  glorious  slate. 

Aitd  doth  it  not  argue  s  low,  sordid  spirit,  not  to  desjre  and 

kim  a(  llie  perleclion  Ihou  art  capable  of ;  not  (o  desire  (hat  blcs- 

ilnru  which  alone  is  suitable  ami  satisfying  to  a  reasonable  and 

>irilual   being  f    Bethink   thyself  a  little  ;    How   low  art  ibou 

jnk  into  the  dirt  of  the  cartn  ^  how  art  thou  phmced  into  the 

airy  dilrh,  that  even   thine  own  clothes  might  abhor  ihee  ^  Is 

fie  Kaiber  of  xpirils  Iby  father  ?  is  the  woHd  of  spirits  thy  coun- 

'?  hnst  thou  any  relniiun  (o  tliat  heavenly  progeny.'  art  thou 

lliied  to  that  bles.<<«d  family  ;  and  yet  undc.iirious  of  ihc  same 

ilMMdnesa.'  Canst  thou  luvonr  nothiufc  but  what  smells  of  the 

1 1  Is  nolbing  ^niteful  to  ihj  .wul,  hut  whal  is  eoinipled  by 

vicious  and  impute  a  tincture  ?  Are  all  thy  delight*  centred  in 

[a  (luii|;bdl ;  and  Ihe  |>olluted  pleasures  of  a  filthy  world  better  to 

Ihre  than  the  eternal  visions  and  enjoyments  of  heaven  ^  Whal 

fttl  ihou  all  made  of  earth.'   U  thy  soul  stupificd  inloaclod? 

Hn«t  thou  DO  sense  with  llwe  of  any  thing  belter  and  more  ex- 

ftellenl  f  Canat  thou  look  upon   no  glorious  thing  with  a  pleased 

leye  ^  Arc  things  only  desirable  and  lovely  |o  thee,  as  they  are 

[deformed  f  O  consider  the   corrupted,  dislem|>«red  stale  of  thy 

'tpirit,  and  how  vde   a  dis|>osition  it  hath  contracted  to  itself! 

TThine,  looks  loo  like  the  mundane  i^pirit ;  the  spirit  of  the  world. 

|Th«  aiwistle  speaks  of  it  oiax^ixuf,  by  wa;/  qf  duiinction ;  u'di^ui, 

|l  Cor.  S  12.     We  have  not  received  the  spirit  of  the  world,  but 

Iha  spirit  thai  is  fron  Go<l,  that  we  might  know,  or  see  (and  no 

!  <loDbt  it  is  desire  'hat  animates  that  eye  ;  il  is  not  bare  spceula- 

■IfVe   intuition  and   no  mote )  the  things  freely  given  us  of  God. 

iSorely  be  whose  desire  dotb  not  guide  his  eye  1o  the  heholding 

lof  thoM  things,  bath  received  Ihe  ipiril  of  ihe  world  only.     A 

Fmirll   (hat  conforms  bim  to  this  world,  makes  him  think  only 

I  thoughts  of  this  world,  and  drive  the  designs  of  ihis  world,  and 

>fpeak  the  language  of  ihis  world.     A  spirit  that  connaturijlzes 

fbfn  to   Ihe  world,  makes  him  of  a  temper  siiit.tblc  to  it :  he 

kreathcH  only  worldly   breath,  curries  a  wordly  asfM>ct,  is  of  a 

worldly  conversation.      O    poor  low  spirit,  that  ^uch  a  world 

|»hould  withhold  Ihee  from  the  desitt;  and  pursuit  of  surJt  glory  ! 

Art  thou  not  ashamed  to  think  what  thy  desires  are  wont  to  pilch 
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u]lon,  wliili*  ihcj'  (Iediti«  and  waive  thii  ble»»fdnC8K  f  M«fhial 
tlij'  Very  dtiiini-  ilioiitd  cainjjcl  {hv(^  lo  quit  ihc  itBine  of  a  fltint 
orntnuii:  i»  Torbear  numbering  (hfttelf  wilh  ony   ihal  (»r«tei ' 
to  iinmuflaliiy,  niid  go  seek  pujiKire  aninng  the  beasts  of  l| 
fi«|d,  with  tiicm  thsl  live   (bat  low,  animal  tific  ilint  thou  doi 
and  i-xpccl  no  other. 

And  when  thou  so  rallcst  in  with  the  world,  how  hi^bly  da 
thou  gratify  the  pretending  and  usurping  god  of  it !     The 
foRienier  of  the  sensual,  woridly  genius:  (he  spirit  it»Hf~il 
works  in  the  children  of  di^obHience,  (Eph.  3.  i.  i.)  andmukl 
them  follow  the  course  of  the  world,  holds  them   fast  bound 
worldly  lij<it»,  and  leadu  them  eaptive  at  bin  will ;  causes  ibnli 
(sfter  hiit  own  serpentine  manner)   lo  creep  and  crawl  in  il 
dust  of  ihe  earth.     He  is  most  intimate  to  this  apostate  wor 
iDforms  it  (as  it  were)  and  actuates  it  in  every  part :  is  eve 
one  i;rcat  soul  to  it.     The  whole  world  lies  in  thai  wicked  on 
( I  Johi).  A.  19.)  as  the  body,   lir  (he  best  philosophers,  is  sal 
(o  be  in  the  soul.     The  world  is  said  to  be  convicted  when  ' 
is  judged.     John  16,8 — 13.     Kg  having  fallen  from  a  dtaic 
blessedness  in  God,  hath  involved  Ihc  world  with  himself  in  tl 
same  npostacy  and  condemnBtion  ;  and  labors  to  keep  them  ftj 
in  the  hands  of  death.     The  great   Redeemer  of  souls  maki' 
this  his  business,  to  louse  und  di.'»olre   ihe  work  of  (he  devil. 
John  3.  9.     With  that  wicked  nnu  thou  compliest  Sj^ninst  thy  ow 
aoul  and  the  Kedeemer  of  it,  while  ihou  negleetest  (o  desire  ar 
pursue  this  blessedness.     This  is  thv  dehasement,  and  his  ti. 
umpli ;  (hy  vile  succumbency  gives  fiim  Ihe  day  and  his  wB 
upon  liiee.     He  desires  no  more  than  that  be  may  suppress 
thee  all  heavenly  desires,  and  keep  thee  thus  a  slave  and 
prisoner  (confined  in  thy  spirit  to  this  low,  dark  dungeon)  b 
thy  own  consent.     While  ihon  romBtnt^t  without  desire  afl< 
heaven,  he  is  secure  of  ihee.  iis  knowing  then  thou  wilt  lake  nc 
other  way,  hut  what  will  bring  thee  unto  Ihe  same  etemal  staU 
with  himself  in  the  end.     He  is  jealous  over  thee,  that  ihou  dU 
reel  not  a  desire,  nor  glance  an  eye  heaven-ward.     \MirIc  ihoij 
dost  not  so,  Ihou  art   entirely  subject,  and  givest  as  full  obedy 
ence  to  him,  as  thy  God  lequires  to  himself  in  order  to  Ihj 
blessednes!!.      But  is  it  a   thing   tolerable   to   thy   Ihoughls,   thai 
thou  shotildjf  yield  that   hcarl-obedience  lo    the  devil  Again« 
Ood  P     .^nd  (his  being  ihe  state  of  (hy  case,  what  more  signifi<4 
cant  expression  cans(  (hnu  make  of  the  contempt  of  divine  good-1 
ne3»?     0  the  love  that  (hou  neglcetcsl,  while  the  most  glorioti 
issue  and  product  of  it  is  with  thee  an  undesired  thing'     Veti 
(his  (he  Ining  itself  speaks,  were  (here   nn  such  i-ompetilionJ 
Whtil,  lhs(  when  eternal  love  ha(h  conceived,  and  is  trnvailir 
(o  bring  forth  surh  a  bir(h  ;  that  when   it  invites  thee  lo  an  e\■'^ 
peetation  of  such  glory  shortly  (o  be  revealed,  Ihe  result  of 
deep  counsels  and  wonderful  works,  this  should  he  ihc  r«turnJ 
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Imm  tJicv.  1  (leMre  it  tivt !  Is  ltn»  lliy  gratitude  to  lh«  Kallivr 
t'i  i^oTj,  tilt;  rvtjtiitAl  iif  llif*  kiniliit-sa,  yea,  aiid  of  the  blood  of 
titjr  Redeemer .'  If  this  Iileii.-i4-<lri(r<is  were  not  deshnMe  for  ilself, 
iiiulliiiika  lliL-  ofTitier's  hand  :<Iiould  he  a  sufficJE^nt  Gndearmenl. 
Uut  ilioii  cttuai  not  so  divide  or  abMtrnct,  it  consiBts  in  bcholdrnK 
and  bearing  his  glorious  liltcnoas  who  invites  thee  to  it;  and 
tbcrclbrc  in  the  neglect  of  il  ihoti  most  liighlf  affronteiit  him. 

Yea  rurlhcr,  is  it  not  a  luonstrous  uniinlunilncss  towards  lb;- 
mU,  as  well  as  impiety  towards  God,  not  to  desire  that  pcrfrcl,' 
final  bleitiivdncsx .'     Doth  iiot  every   thing  nulundly   lend  lo  itA  J 
tiltiiul«  porlecliun  and  (>ro|ier  end  ?     What  rreaiiire  would  not 
wilneu  anin^t  (hee,  if  ihnti  neglect,  in  (hine  own  cnparit;'  an<l 
Lind,  to  auti  ut  Ihinc  ?     Surely  thou  eanst  not  allow  thyself  to 
think  any  thing  beneath  this,  worthy  to  be  owned  by  thee,  un- 
der that  notion,  of  thy  highest  good  and  thy  last  end.     Uut  that 
thy  s|iirii  sboutd  labor  under  an  aversion  towards  thy  hight-rt 
good,  towatd.1  lliy  bleseedncss  itself,  is  not  tliat  a  dismal  token 
upon  thee?     If  thou  didst  di^^ileci  ;in<)  nauseate  the- lhiti^<i  in 
which  thy  present  life  is  bound  up,  and  without  which  thou 
eaott   not  livo,  wouldst    thou  not  think   thy   casn  deplorable  f 
What  dost  thou  think   will  beeomc  of  thy  soul,  whose  cn'erlagt- 
I  Ing  life  is  bouiMJ  up  in  that  very  goo<l   which  thou  destreM  not ; 
I  which  cannot  live  that   life  without  that  good,  nor  with  it,  if 
I  ihou  hast  no  desire  to  it  f     O  the   r^ternal  resentments  thy  soul 
will  have  of  thi.t  cruelty  !  (o  he  withheld  from  that  wherein  its 
[life  lies!     Wouldst  thou   not  judge  him  unnatural  that  should 
[kill  his  brother,  assassinate  his  father,  starve  his  child  r     What 
Uball  be  said  of  hiiu  that  destroys  himself?     How  may  that  soul 
[tameiit  that  ever  it  was  thine;  and  say,  O  that  I  had  rather 
Itwenof  any  such  lower  kind,  to  have  animated  a  fly,   to  have 
jinsptrited  a  vile  worm,  rather  than  to  have  servfd  a  reasonable 
[lieasl,  that  by  me  knew  th<i  goo<l  it  would  never  follow,  and  did 
:  not  deurc  !     But  if  thou  haM  any  such  desires,  in  a  low  degree, 
after  this  blessedness,  as  (hou  thinkest  may  entitle  thee  to  the 
I  naioe  thou  Itcaresl,  of  a  saint,  a  chnslbn  ;  is  it  not  still  very  un- 
I  Dalural  to  pursue  a  good,  approved  by  thy  slated  judgment  as 
[best  in  itself,  and  for  ihuc,  with  so  uiipioporlionaMc,  so  slothful 
t  desires  ?     For  the  same  reason  thou  dost  desire  it  at  all,  thoa 
.  sbouldsl  desire  it  much  ;  yea,  and  still  more  and  more,  till  thou 
attain  il,  and  be  swallowed  up  into  it.     Thy  best  and  last  good 
I  thou  canst  never  desire  too  much.    And  let  it  be  conudered  \>y 
'■bee,  that  the  temper  thou  (hinkcst  th\ self  innocent  of,  an  ha- 
'  bilual  prevalent  diKatfeclion    to   the  true  hk-SNcdncts  of  saints, 
may   lor  ouehl  thou  knowc:*!  be   upon   thee ;  while  it  apfreart 
thou  aft  so  very  near  the  Ixirders  of  it ;  and  it  apj>ears  not  with 
laurb  ccrtaiDly  that  thou  |»artakest  not  in  it.      It  is  not  so  easy  a 
,  matter,  critically  to  distinguish  and  conclude  of  the  lowest  deg^a 
h^palhrJn,  or  with  application  In  thy  own  case)  of  (hat  de- 
Toi,  I.  36 
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sire  whicJi  is  iipecsMrjr  lo  ([Uiilify  the«  for  th«  enjojnent  of  Uiit 
blcBscdncsM.  And  1«  i(  not  u  matter  both  of  ihnine  and  lenor, 
that  thou  •hoiitdsldcRire  t)iy  b)efl»ednc-S9  so  faintljr,  ns  not  lo  know 
whether  thou  (nily  deMre  it  ot  all?  It  is  true,  that  a  c«r(aiD(y, 
amongst  8uch  as  mny  be  sin»re,  is  very  little  common ;  bat 
whence  proceeds  it,  but  from  (heir  too  common,  indulged  sloth; 
ottl  of  whirh  all  this  is  designed  to  awaken  thee.  And  tlie  com- 
monness whereof  doth  as  Little  detract  from  the  reproach  and 
sinfulness,  as  from  the  danger  of  il.  It  is  but  a  poor  defence, 
for  what  is  intnnsicAllr  cxHl  in  itself,  that  il  is  common. 

but  further,  as  the  ca»c  is,  this  is  so  reproachful  a  things  even 
in  common  estimate, — not  to  desire  heaven  and  cicmal  glorj*, 
or  to  desire  it  with  very  cold  and  careless  desires — (hat  there 
arc  few  will  profess  it,  or  own  it  to  be  their  temper ;  much  few- 
er thai  will  undcrtflkc  to  excuse  or  justify  it.  It  is  so  crilly 
thought  of,  that  among  merely  sober  and  rational  men,  it  can 
never  find  an  adrocaie,  or  .iny  that  will  afford  it  p.itronage. 
The  generality  pretend  a  desire  of  goini;  to  heaven  and  being 
with  God.  If  any  be  so  observant  of  themselves  as  to  know, 
and  so  ingenuous  as  to  confess  it  otherwise  with  them,  they 
complain  of  it  as  their  fault,  and  say,  they  would  fain  have  il  re- 
dressed but  arc  far  from  assuming  that  confidence,  to  defend  or 
plead  for  it.  Consider  then,  will  thou  persist  in  such  a  temper 
and  disposition  of  mind  as  all  men  comU-mn  ;  and  be  guilty  of  so 
odious  a  thing,  as  shall  he  censured  and  blamcl  by  the  rammon 
eonourrent  vote  and  judgment  of  mankind ;  Thou  wouli!$t  be 
ashamed  to  stand  forth  and  profess  openly  to  men,  that  thou  de> 
stresi  an  earthly  felicity  more  than  a  blessedness  in  heaven';  or 
at  least,  that  ihoii  art  so  indifferent,  and  the  scales  hang  so  even 
with  thee,  that  thou  canst  hardly  tell  which  way  ibey  incline 
most.  And  art  thou  not  ashamed  that  (bis  should  be  thy  usual 
temper;  how  much  soever  thou  conceal  i I  from  the  notice  and 
observation  of  the  world?  Moreover,  how  can  it  escape  thy 
serious  reflection,  that  if  ihoti  pretend  it  otherwise  with  thee,  it 
is  but  to  add  one  stn  to  another,  and  cover  thy  carnality  with 
hypocrisy  and  dissimulation  ?  Yea,  while  thou  continuest  in 
that  temper  of  spirit,  not  to  desire  this  blessedness  aa  thy  su- 
preme end,  (he  whale  of  (by  religion  is  but  an  empty  shew,  an 
artificial  disguise  :  it  carries  an  appearance  and  pretence,  as  if 
thou  wast  aiming  at  (Jod  and  glory,  while  thy  heart  is  set  ano- 
ther way,  and  the  bent  of  thy  soul  secretly  carries  thee  a  coua^ 
ter-course.  Hath  not  religion  an  aspect  towards  blessednes 
What  mean  thy  praying,  thy  hearing,  thy  sacramental  comml 
nion,  if  thou  have  not  a  design  for  eternal  glory  ?  What  ma~ 
ftst  thou  in  this  way,  if  thou  have  not  thy  heart  set  towards 

Nor  is  it  more  diKhonesI   and  unjust,  than  i(  is  foolish  and  al 
surd,  that  the  disposition  and  lendeney  of  thy  soul  should  be 
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veeily  rontnrjr  to  tlie  unljr  <l«&igii  uf  the  ivIikiou  lliou  profcuest 
and  doM  uxtrntallj-  practice.     1'hjr  profcuion  and  desires  are 
nothing  but  aelf-cofilrudiclioii.      Thou  uri   continuaUy  ninnJDg 
i-outitcr  lo  ihj-SflC;  uultvurdly  pursuing  Mhut  tli»u  inwardlj'  dc- 
vUneiil.     Thy  real  end  (whicii  can  b«  do  other  thiiii  wlmi  lliou 
really  deairest  and  sellest  thj'   heart  upon)  and   ihy  viHtble  way 
are  quite  eunlr^rv  :  so  thai  while  thou  continues!  (he  coune  of ' 
religion,  in  whica  thou  art  cngaK<=d,  havine;  taken  down  froin 
before  thine  eyes  the  end  which  thou  shoulast  be  aiming  nt.  aiid 
which  alone  religion  can  aptly  subHervc,  (hy  religion  hath  no 
dcnign  or  end  at  all,  none  at  least  which  thou  wouldst  not  be 
xshnmt-d  to  prorDss  and  own.     Indt^ed  ibiiJ  tcniptT  ol'  heart  I  am 
'now  ploAtling  against,  an  undeairousness  or  initilTcrcncy  of  spirit 
lowardi  the  eternal  glory,  renders  religion  the  vaineal  thing  in 
'^ihc   wuild.     Fur  ubereaii  all  the  otlier  actions  of  our  livca  havtf 
tieir  stated,  proper  ends,  religion  bath  in  this  case  none  at  all; 
|ii>one  to  which  it  hath  any  designation  in  this  nature,  or  any  apt' 
ss  to  subserve.     This  monstrous  absurdity  it  infers,  and  how 
Lstrange  il  ■!>,  that  it  should  not  be  rvtlcctcd  on  }     That  whercu 
if  you  ask  any  man  of  common  understanding,  what  he  doth  Uiis 
por  that  action  for,  espcciidly  if  they  be  slated  actions,  done  by 
'lim  in  an  ordinary  course,  he  can  readily  tell  you,  for  such  and 
Kich  an  end  :  but  ask  him  why  he  continues  any  practice  of  re- 
^lixion,  be  cannot  say  (in  this  case)  for  what.     For  ran  any  man 
[imagine  what  «ther  end  religion  naturally  serves  for,  but  to  bring 
Itnen  to  bleHsedneits?     Which  being  no  other  thing  than  what 
ijiBtb  been  here  described ;  such  as  are  found   not  lo  desire  it 
^really  and  supremely,  as  their  end,  can  have   no  real  attainable 
end  of  tbeir  being  religious  at  all.     To  drive  on  a  continued 
itrse  and  sctics  of  actions  in  a  visible  pursuit  of  that  which 
oy  desire  not,  and  have  no  mind  to,  is  such  a  piece  of  lolly,  so 
lid  and  vain  a  tntling,  (hat  as  1  remember,  Cicero  reports  Cato 
I  have  said  concerning  Ihe  iuoth-sayers  of  his  linx-,  ho  did  won- 
ibcy  could  look  in  one  another's  faces  and  not  laugh,  (being 
gnsetous  lo  each  nllier's  impostures,  and  the  vanity  of  their 
^rofcMion  ;)  so  one  would  as  justly  wonder,  that  the  generality 
it  carnal  men,  ( who  may  shrewdly  guess  at  the  temper  of  one 
mother's  minds)  do  not  laugh  at  each  other,  that  they  are  joint- 
ly engaged  in  such  exercise  of  religion,  to  the  design   whereof 
;Iie  common  and  agreed  temper  of  (heir  spirils  do  so  little  cor- 

rnd.  As  if  all  were  in  very  good  earnust  for  heaven,  when 
one  knows  lor  himscir,  and  may  (possibly  with  more  Inttb 
l»n  charity )  suppose  of  the  real,  that  if  they  might  always  con- 
inne  in  tbcii  earthly  station,  they  had  rather  never  come  there  ; 
Ind  therefore  that  lliey  deure  it  not  supremely,  and  so  not  as 
lieir  end  at  all.  Consider  it  then,  that  thy  no-desire  of  this 
•late  quite  dtspirils  thy  religion,  utterly  ravishes  away 
imditnvei  it  «  deed,  foolwhi  rain  tbtii£,  renders  U  an  uUr 
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im|N'rljn«Dcy,  not  a  mean  to  a  valuable  end.     I'hts  deslrt  i«  tl^H 
life  of  religion  i  all  duties  and  exercises  of  f^ely  are  without  I^H 
but  crojH^  formalities,  solemn  pieces  of  pagesnlrj ;  evrrv  se^H 
vice  done  to  Uod,  but  the  sactilico  of  a  fool,  if  not  aiiimau-d  b^H 
(lie  desire  of  6nal  blessedness  in  bim,  and  be  not  part  of  our  wi^H 
lliithcr,  a  means  designed  lo  the  allDinmeut  of  it ;  whirli  notliia^H 
can  l)e.  llial  wo  are  not  put   upon  by  ihc  viitue  of  tbe  desireo 
end.     Wiibout  this,  relieioo  is  not  itself.     A  continuance  in  wel^^ 
doing,  is  as  it  were  Ihe  bodj  of  it ;  and  therein  a  seeking  hoiinnf 
dor}-,  nnd  immortality,  Ihc  soul  and  H[>iitt.     The  desire  of  a*' 
heavenly  country  must  run  the  whole  course  of  our  earthly  pil- 
grimage:   it  were  olhcrwise   a  continued   error,  an  uncertain 
wandvrinj;,  no  dlcady  tending  towards  our  end:  so  that  thou  art 
m  mere  vagrant,  if  this  desire  do  not  direct  thy  course  towanJs 
thy   Father's  house.     And  methinks  all  (bis  should  make  ihce 
even  ashamed  of  thyself,  if  thou  canst  not  God  this  desire  to  have 
a  settled  residence,  and  a  rulini:  power  in  thy  soul.     Then,        ^m 
(2.)    Sense  of  pr.iine   should  Mgnil'y  sometbing  too,  as  ImH 
apostle,  whatsoever  things  arc — pure,  lovely,  &c.     If  there  be 
any  virtue, — any  praise,  think  of  these  things.     And  hath  not 
the  eternal  ^lory  those  characters  upon  it  of  purity  and  loveti- 
n  CBS  beyond  all   things.'     Is  it   not  a  laudable  and  prnisv-woriby 
thing,  to  have  a  mind  and  heart  set  upon  that  f    The  blessed  God 
puis  a  note  of  excellency  upon   this  temper  of  s]>iril :  but  they 
desire  a  belter  country,  that  is,  a  heavenly  ;  wheteforc  God   is 
not  ashamed  to  be  called  their   Ciod,  &c.   Ileb.   II.  10.     This 
tenders  them  a  people  worthy  of  him  who  halh  called  them  t^^ 
his  kingdom  and  glory;  lit  for  him  to  own  a  relation  to.     I  The^H 
S,  12.     Had  they  been  of  low,  terrene  spirits,  he  would  hav^' 
aecounted  it  a  shamo  to  him,  lo  have  e;onc  under  the  name  and 
cognizance  of  their  God.     But  inasmuch  as  they  desire  the  hea- 
venly country,   have  learned  to  trample  lliis  terrestrial  world, 
cannot  he  contained  within  this  lower  .'iphere,  not  satisfy  them- 
selves in  earthly  things;  they  now  discover  a  certain  excellency 
of  spirit,  in  respect  whereof,  God  is  not  ashamed  to  own  a  rela- 
tion to  ihem,  before  all  the  world  to  be  called  their  God ;  to  )< 
ount  he  makes  of  such  a  spirit.     Yea, 
I,  genuine  spirit  and  temper  of  a  saint,  whirh  agre«» 


men  see  what  account  he  makes  of  such  a  spirit. 
the  proper 

(o  him  .18  he  i»  such.     He  is  bcgollcn  to  the  eternal  inheritance^ 
A  disposition  (and  therein  a  desire)  to  it  is  in  his  very  nelu: 
(the  new  nature  he  halh   received,)  implanted  there   from 
original.     He  is  born  spirit  of  Spirit,  and  hy  that  birth  is  not 
tilled  only,  but  adapted  and  suited  also  to  that  pure  and  spiri 
al  state  of  blessedness.     That  grace,  by  the  appearance  wbe 
of  men  are  made  christians,  teachers  also,  inalnicis  lo  this  ve: 
thing,  to  look  for  this  blessed  hope,  the  glorious  appearing  of  t 
great  God  and  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ :  th:tt  which  you  kn< 
eotuuDunatei  that  blessedness.    For  when  Chiitt,  who  ii  tli 
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Itfe,  ihiill  appear,  ihcn  shall  they  also  appear  wltli  Iiim  in  gtorj ; ' 
by  the  parliL-ipiitioii  uf  the  divine  nature,  llieir  spiHis  escape 
aod  get  up  abuve  this  corrupt,  impure  world.     That  now  na- 
ture l>  a  holy   Hanie  that  currie.*)  tlieir  hcurU  upwards  towards 
heaven. 

Furlher,  auch  de.iires  appear  henee  to  be  of  divine  origina],  un 
iofiision  from  the  blessed  (jod  himaelf.  That  nature  is  from  him 
iumedtateh'  in  wliich  they  arc  implanted.  Theaposrlt-  !i|icaking 
of  his  earnest,  panting  dcsiie,  to  have  mortatitj-  HM-Hllo^ei)  up  of 
life,  presently  adds,  he  that  wrought  us  to  the  seif-saiiip  ihinf;  is 
Qod.  8  Car.  &.  4.  'I'hoy  are  obedient  desires;  the  soul's  present 
answer  lo  the  heavenly  eall,  [  Hcb.  S.  I .  ]  by  which  tiod  rails  il 
to  hia  ktDfrdom  and  glory.  This  clory  is  ( as  hath  been  formerly 
noted)  (he  very  term  of  that  ealTin;;.  I  Thes.  3.  12.  The  Cod 
of  all  |rraee  hath  called  un  unto  his  eternal  glory,  by  Cltrisl 
Jesus.  I  Pet.  5.  It).  The  glorified  utato  U  the  mark,  the  prize  of 
Iha  bil^iruHin^  of  CcmI  in  Christ.  PhiL.'t.  11.  It  is  the  matter  of  the 
•poMle'slhanlcsjtivin;;  unto  Cod,  on  the  behalf  of  the  Thcssalo- 
nians,  llial  they  were  called  by  bis  ;:o»ipel,  to  the  ohtainins  oflbe 
slory  of  our  I.H>rd  Jesus  Christ.  2  Thes.  i.  H.  When  tnc  aoul 
desires  this  glory,  it  obediently  answers  tbiii  call.  This  is  a  com- 
pliance and  subjection  of  heart  to  it.  How  lovely  and  becoming 
a  thing  is  this,  when  God  touches  the  heart  with  a  stamp  and 
impress  of  elory,  and  it  forthwith  turns  itself  to  that  very  point, 
and  stands  directly  bent  towards  the  state  of  gtor)' ;  is  not  way- 
irtirti  or  perverte,  but  hcicin  yields  itself  to  tiod,  and  complies 
irith  the  divine  pleasure.  Such  dc^ittos  have  miirh  in  them  of  a 
child-like  ingenuity  ;  to  desire  the  sight  of  a  father's  face;  wh«n 
this  is  the  intimate  »ens«  of  the  soul,  Show  mo  the  Father  and 
il  Ruflicfs.  Tn  dt^siie  the  fullest  cnnfonnilv  lo  his  nature  and 
will,  to  he  pt-rfcct  sls  that  heavenly  father  is  perfect,  what  doth 
better  become  a  child  ?  They  are  generous  desires  ;  they  aim  at 
perfection,  the  highest  that  created  nature  is  capable  of;  not 
contented  to  hare  had  some  glonces  of  divine  glory,  some  sli-okes 
and  lines  of  his  image,  but  aspiring  to  full-eyed  visions,  a  per- 
feel  likeness.  They  are  victorious  desires;  they  (as  it  were) 
ride  in  triumph  over  the  world  and  every  sublunar}'  thing;  they 
must  he  supposed  to  have  conquered  sensual  inclinations,  to  have 
got  the  mastery  over  terrene  dispositions  and  afl'ections.  With 
what  holy  contempt  and  scorn  of  every  earthly  thing  doth  that 
lofty  soul  (|uil  (his  dirty  world  and  ascend,  that  is  powerfully 
earned  by  its  own  desire  towards  that  bles^d  state  ''  The  desire 
of  mieb  a  knowledge  of  ('hrist,  ils  might  transform  into  his  Itke- 
neas,  and  past  the  »«ul  tlimugh  all  deijrees  of  conformity  lo  him, 
till  it  attain  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  and  become  like  a  ris- 
en, glorified  Jesus;  such  a  desire  1  say,  if  it  make  all  things 
•eem  as  loss  and  dung  in  comparison,  (even  a  formal,  spirillesa 
religion  itaelf,)  will   it  not  render  this  world  the  most  despicable 
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dunghill  of  all  the  re»(  ^  T17  such  a  fcoul  if  you  can,  tempt 
down  to  enjoy  a  llatlcritif;,  kind  world,  or  to  picaso  it  when  av 
gry  and  unkind,     Wlu^ri  desires  «ltcr  this  glory  arc  once  swal 
ened  into  an  arlivo,  lively  vit^or,  when  the  fire  is  kindled,  an 
the  flnmc  ascends,  and  this  icfini-d  s|iiril  is  joyfully  avendir 
tbcn'in,   wc   if  yon  can  draw  it  Hack,  and  make  i(  Relieve 
vrorld  a  moie  re)^rdal>le  thing.     Why  aliould  not  all  lbo««  eoi 
aMcralions  make  Ihce  in  lovo  with  this  blessed  frame  of  spirit;'^ 
fad   resdcs!!   till   tliou  find  thyself  uncapahle  of  b<^ing  satisfied 
with  an}'  thin^  but  divine  likenes? 

a.  Thai   while   we  cannot  n;  yet  attain  the  mark  and  end  of 
our   desires,  we   yield   not  to  a  comforllcsa  despondency  in  the 

way,  but  maintain   in  our  hearts  a  lively  joy,  in  the  hope  't't 

hereafter  we  ^all  attain  it.  Wc  arc  not  all  this  while  persund^H 
ing  to  the  desire  and  pursuit  nf  an  nnaltainuble  good.  Spiritulf^^ 
desires  are  also  rntionat,  and  do  therefore  involve  hope  with 
them;  and  that  hope  inii^hl  to  infer  and  cheriNhjoy.  HopeleM^ 
desii'e  is  full  of  lormenl,  und  inuet  needs  banish  joy  from  tha^H 
breast  which  it  bath  got  the  possesion  of.  It  is  a  di-teonsolat^H 
thing,  to  desire  what  we  must  nefer  expect  to  enjoy,  and  ar^H 
utterly  unlikely  ever  to  compass.  But  these  desires  are  part  4^H 
the  new  creature,  which  is  not  of  such  a  composition,  as  to  bav^H 
a  principle  of  endless  trouble  and  disquiet  in  itself.  The  Fattid|^| 
of  mercies  is  not  so  little  merciful  to  Ills  own  child,  to  lay  it  ui^^| 
dor  a  necessity,  from  il*i  very  natural  conMitution,  of  being  foj^H 
ever  miserable  by  the  desire  of  that  which  it  can  never  have.  I^H 
had  been  very  unlike  the  workmanship  of  Ood,  to  make  a  eretf^f 
lure  to  which  it  should  be  necessary  to  desire,  and  impos>ible  tl^M 
enjoy  the  same  thing.  No :  but  as  he  hath  given  holy  souIb^| 
(as  to  the  preitent  case,)  great  incentives  of  desire,  so  doth  h^H 
aflord  them  proporlioiiahle  encourage  men!  of  hope  n|wn ;  and  ihitf^H 
ho|>e  intervening,  can  very  well  reconcile  desire  and  joy,  andlodg^H 
ihem  together  in  the  same  bosom.  Ho  that  a.4  it  is  a  thing  eapar^f 
ble  of  no  excuse,  to  hear  of  this  blessedness  and  nut  desire  >I^H 
so  U  would  be,  to  desire  and  not  expect  it,  to  expect  it,  and  na(^| 
rejoice  in  it,  even  while  wo  are  under  that  expectation.  And  il^H 
must  be  a  very  raised  joy  that  shall  answer  to  the  expectation  O^H 
so  ^reat  things.  If  one  should  give  a  stranger  to  Chrislianily  Ul^| 
account  of  the  christian  hopes,  and  tell  him  wh.tt  they  expect  I^H 
be  and  enjoy,  before  long;  he  would  sure  promise  himself,  I^H 
find  so  many  angels  dwelling  in  human  flesh,  and  reckon,  wh«^H 
he  came  among  them  he  should  be  as  amidst  the  heavenly  quirel^| 
every  one  full  of  joy  and  praise.  He  would  expect  to  find  us  Hv^H 
ing  on  earth,  as  the  inhabitants  of  heaven,  as  so  many  pieces  e^H 
immoilal  glory  lately  dropped  down  from  above,  aod  shortly  agall^H 
returning  thither.  He  would  look  (o  find,  every-where  in  th^H 
Christian  world,  incarnate  glory  sparkling  through  the  ovet^H 
^bdowing  vail ;  and  wonder  how  this  earthly  sphere  should  M^| 
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kU«  to  coauin  so  many  great  »ouU.  But  when  he  drnws  ncuer 
to  us,  ond  obserres  the  course  imd  carriage  o(  our  tiv^s,  when 
be  aeea  us  walk  as  other  men,  and  t-onsiderH  lli«^  slrangc  diss' 
Kreecoent  of  our  daily  coiivf^isalion  to  our  »o  greul,  nrowed 
fiopeo,  and  how  little  sense  of  joy  nnd  {ilea»ure  ue  discover  our- 
Mlves  to  conceive  in  (hem  ',  would  he  not  be  t«nt\y  to  luiy,  "Sure 
some  or  other  (willing  only  to  ainuse  the  world  with  the  noise 
of  elrange  things)  have  eoiu|>osed  a  religion  for  these  mon, 
whieh  they  themselves  understand  nothing  of.  If  they  do  adopt 
mkI  own  it  lor  Ihcirs,  they  understand  not  iheir  own  pretenres; 
tbvjr  are  taught  to  8}>ciik  some  big  uords,  or  to  give  a  faint  or 
Htmtng  oasent  to  fuch  as  »peak  them  in  their  names,  but  it 
i»  [npMsiblo  they  should  be  in  good  earnest,  or  believe  (hem* 
sfrlveo  in  what  tliey  iuiy  and  pmfvss."  And  what  leply  then 
should  w^  be  able  to  make?  For  who  can  think  that  any  who 
acknowledge  a  God,  and  understand  at  all  what  that  name  im- 
ports, should  value  at  m>  low  a  rate,  as  Wf  visihiy  do.  the  eter- 
nal fruition  of  his  glory,  iind  a  present  snnnhip  to  him,  the  pledge 
of  so  great  a  hope,  Me  that  is  born  heir  to  great  honors  and 
possessions,  (bough  he  be  upon  great  uncertainties  as  to  the  en- 
joynent  of  them,  (for  how  many  intervenienees  may  prevent 
him  f)  yet  when  he  comes  to  understand  his  possibililes  and  ex- 
p*ctancies,  how  big  doth  ho  took  and  speak?  wliat  grandeur 
doth  ho  put  on  ?  His  hope?  form  his  spirit  and  deportment.  But 
ii  it  proportionably  so  with  ub:  Do  our  hopes  611  our  hearts  with 
)oy,  our  mouths  »i(h  praise,  and  clothe  our  faces  with  a  cheer* 
fill  Mprct,  am)  nuikc  a  holy  nUcrlty  appeal-  in  all  our  eonTenarj 
ttou? 

But  let  not  the  design  of  this  discourse  be  mistaken.  It  ii  not ' 
a  preeumpiuous  confidence  I  would  encourage,  nor  a  vain  os- 
tentation, nor  a  disdainful  over-looking  of  others  whom  wc  fan- 
cy ourselves  to  excel.  Such  things  hold  no  pro|>ortion  with  ■ 
Christian  spirit.  Ifis  is  a  modest,  humble  exultation  ;  a  s«rioua, 
severe  joy ;  suitable  to  his  solid,  stable  hope.  His  spirit  is  not 
pufled  up  and  swollen  with  air,  tt  is  not  big  by  an  inflation,  or  a 
light  and  windy  tumor,  but  it  is  really  filled  ivilh  effectual  pre- 
apprehensions  of  a  weighty  glory.  His  joy  accordingly  exerts 
itself  with  a  steady,  lively  vigor,  equally  removed  from  vsiit 
lightness  and  stupidity,  from  conceitedness,  and  in»enstblenesB 
of  his  blessed  state,  lie  forgets  not  that  he  is  le»s  than  the  least 
of  God's  merries,  but  disowns  not  his  title  to  ihi-  greatest  of 
tbem.  He  abases  himself  to  the  dust,  in  the  sense  of  his  own 
vileness;  but  in  the  adniir;ition  of  divine  grace,  he  rises  :is  high 
■s  heaven.  In  hi.s  humiliation,  he  affects  to  equA  himself  with 
worms,  in  his  joy  and  praise,  wiih  nugels.  He  is  never  unwiU 
ling  to  diminish  himself,  but  afraid  of  detracting  any  thing  from 
the  love  of  God,  or  the  issues  of  that  love.  But  most  of  all  he 
magnifies  (ss  he  hath  eau^e)  this  its  la^l  and  most  perfect  issue. 
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AntI  by  how  much  he  «|tprehen4l»  hi»  own  unwoitliincM,  lie 
ihe  more   wrapt  up  into  *  wonderful  j<»)',  ihnt  such  blcMcdnt 
should  l>c  \»»  dnsii;ned  |>ortjon.     Rut  now,  how  lillle  do  w«  fin 
in  oursclve*  of  this  blessed  frame  of  spirit  >  How  remott  ant  w^ 
rrom  it  ^  Let  us  hut  iii<)uire  a  little  into  our  own  soubi :  nrc  th«r 
not  too  appArent  sjmptoins  nilli  us  of  the  litlle  joy  wc  lake 
the  fore-lIi(ni|chls  of  future  blessedness?  For, 

(I.)  How  few  thoughts  have  we  of  it  .'  What  any  delight  ii 
Ihey  remember  often,     it  is  said  of  the  same  person,  thai  his  dc 
light  is  in  the  law  of  the  Loid,  and  that  in  his  law  be  doth  roc 
itale  day   and  Dighl.     PsnI.  1.3.  And   when   the  Psalmiu  pre 
fesses  bis   own  delt^tit  in  God's  Mt-ilutcs,  he  adds,  I  will  not  fo 
eet  thy  word.     P»iil.    119.    IC.     Should  wc  not  l>c  as  unapt  (< 
Forget  heaven,  if  our  dtitt(:ht  wore  there  .'   But  do  not  days 
with  UH,  wherein  we  enn  allow  ourselve.i  no  leiMirc  to  mind 
eternal  gtory ;  when  yet  vanities  thmn;  in  upon  us,  without  an] 
obstruction  or  eheetc?  And  (what  is  consequeul  hereupon,)  hoi 
seldom  is  this  blessed  state  the  subject  of  our  discourse  .'  Hoi 
often  do  ebrislians  meet,  and  not  a  word  of  heaven  .'    0  hcav/j 
carnal  hearts!  Our  homo  and  eternal  htessedness  in  lhi9,a|ipe*r 
foreolien  amocig  us.     How  often  may  a  peison  convctse  with  ui 
before  lie  understand  our  relation  to  the  heavenly  country  .' 
exiles  meet  in  a  foreign  land,  what  pleasant  discourse  have  the] 
of  home  ^    They  siifler  not   one  another  to  foi^ct  it.     Such  wa 
their  remembrance   of  Sion,  who  sat  loiietber  bemoaning  iher 
selves  by  the  rivers  of  Babylon,  a  m^kin^  mention  of  it,  as  tl 
phrase    is   often  used.     And   nK-tbinks  (even  as  to  this  remec 
hrance]  it  should  be  our  own  eommori  resolution  ton  ;  If  wc  for 
ftet  thee,   O   Jerusalem;  if  wc  forgot  to  make  mention  of  lh( 
0  thou   eity   of  Ihe  livini;  (iod;  let  our  right  hand  for^t  hi 
cunning;  our  tongue  shall  sooner  cleave  to  the  roof  of  our  mouth  | 
and  so  it  would  be,  did  we  prefer  that  heavenly  Jcrujialeni  abovi 
our  chief  joy. 

('i.)  How  little  doth  it  weigh  with  us  ?     It  serves  not  to  out 
weigh  the  smallest  trouble  ;  if  wc  ha/c  not  our  carnal  desire  it 
every  ihin^  gratified,  if  any   tiling  fall  out  cross  to  our  incljna- 
lions,  this^ory  goes  for  nothing  withtis.     Our  discontents  swrat 
low  np  our  hopes  and  Jnys;  and   heaven  is  reckoned  as  a  thir 
of  nought.     If  when  outward  trouble!)  niTlirl  or  threaten  us,  wj 
could  have  the  ceitain  prospect  of  belter   iiay»,  that  would  ser 
sibly  revive  and  please  us.     Yea,  ean  we  not  please  oursclvci 
with  very  uncertain  groundless  hopes  of  this  kind,  wtlhoui  pr 
raise  or  valuable  reason  t     But  to  be  told  of  a  reconipenso 
Ihe  resurrection  of  the  just,  of  a  day   when  we  shall  see  ll 
face  of  God,  and  be  satisfied  with  his  likeness;  this  is  inupid 
and  without  savour  to  us,  and  alTonls  us  but  cold  comfort.     Tin 
uncertain  things  of  lime,  signify  more  with   us,  than  the  certaif 
things  of  eternity.     Can  we  think  it  ia  all  this  while  well  wil 
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US?     Cin  we  l)ii»k  this  is  a  tulcralle  evil,  or  sulTor  uitli  pu-^.^ 
tietm  such  a  dittvinjicr  of  spifil  ?     Mcliiinks  it  sIkkiU  niak«  ui 
even  woary  uf  udmtjlvi'a,  bikI  solioituuH  fur  im  eOuctuult  him-ShIj 


Tbo  redress  m  It  Hi  t)«inure  in  our  own  doing,  (Mrivinjc  with  ou| 
scMtIs  Biiil  our  (iod  for  lliciii)   (lian   in  wtiat  any   muu  can  say, 
Most  of  the  con^i(lr)3li(>ii3  under  that  loregoinj;  rule,  are  wilt 
liltle  rarialion  applicable  to  this  pieecnt  purpotte.     1  shall  here 
annex  only  some  fen-  subotdiDalo  directions ;  which  may  lead 
into  this  blessed  slate  of  lifi*,  and  give  U8  some  joyful  lote-laalea 
uf  the  future  McsHcdDess,  ucconlint;  »»  our  spirits  shAll  co^npljU 
nith  ihoin.     Kilt  expect  not  to  he  cured  hy  preMriptiuns,  with* 
out  usinjc  them;  or  that  h<:avetiljr  joy  can  he   the  creature  ol 
inorUl,  ui)ro)£arded  hreiith ;  we  ciui  only  prescribe  means  aiid^ 
methods  through  uhieh  tiod  may  be  pleased  to  descend,  and  in 
which  tbou  art  diligently  to  insist  and  wait.     And  because  I  can-J 
not  vrcll  suppose  thee  ignorant,  where  miidi  is  said  to  (bis  pur* 
pOM  ;   I  flhali  therefore  say  liUle. 

[I.J   Possess  ihy  soul  with  the  appreheoBion,  that  thou  art  not 
at  liberty    in  this   matter?  hut   that  there   is   a   cerlain   spiritual, ^ 
delectation,  which  is  incumbent  on  thee  as  indispensable  duty. 
Some,  whose  moroscr  tvmi>crs  do  more  estrange  them  from  dc-,j 
lights,  think   themselves  more  especially  concerned,  to  banish^ 
every  tiling  of  thai  kind  from  their  religion,  and  fancy  it  only 
to  consist  in   sour  and  richteous  severities.      Uthera  seem  to.^ 
ihink  it  arbitrary  and  indifferent ;  or  that,  if  they  live  in  a  con-.. 
iiQual  sadness  and  dejection  of  spirit,  it  is  only  their  infelicity,.^ 
iwi  llieir  fault ;  and   apprehend   not  the  obligation   that  is   upon 
by  a  divine  law,  otherwise  to  manage  and  order  their  spi- 
But  what  then.  Are  such  words  thought  to  be  ^>oken  at  ran- 
Her  ways  arc  ways  of  plea^ntnes.t.     Frov.  3.  17.     The 
Lord  is  the  jwrtion  of  mine  inheritance.      Psal,    16.  5.     The, 
linc'i  are  fallen  to  me  in  pleasant  place.",  ( or,  in  the  midst  of  plea- 
is4nliiess,as  the  expression  hath  U-eu  noted  to  signify  ?)     Do  such 
preeepis  carry  no  sense  with  them ;  Delight  thyself  in  th«  Lord.  .] 
I'sal.  i~i.  ■!.     Rejoice  in  the  Lord  always,  and  again  I  say,  re- 
joice; Phil.   4.  4.  with  many  more.'    Do  all  paMages  of  this. 
Kind  in  Scripture  stand  for  cyphers,  or  were  they  put  in  them 
by  ch.-ince.'     Is  there  such  n  thing  as  an  aptitude  to  delectation 
I  ill  our   natures;  and   doth   the   Mriclificntioii   thereof  entitle  (he 
Joy  of  Mints  to  a  place  among  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit ;  (Gal.  5, 
\ii. )  and  yet  is  the  exercise  of  it  to  have  no  place  in  their  hearts 
■  •nil  practic'e  f     Do  not  think  you  are  permitted  so  to  extinguish 
tor  JruMratv  ho  considerable  a  principle  of  the  difinc  life.     Know^ 
Itlut  thti  due  exercise  of  it  is  h  part  of  the  ordei  and  discipline  of 
ftiud's  family  :  iliat   it  is  a  constitution  of  the  divine  goodness 
|ftud  wisdom  tmib  to  chvri.-Oi  his  own,  and  invite  in  strangers  to 
Jfeu,  tliat  in  the  icojw  and  aim  of  the  whole  gospel  rere- 
^  Tot..   I.  29 
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lalion,  ihat  what  fs  diftcovered  to  us  of  tlie  word  of  life, 
parpowlf  wrill«n  (o  draw  souU  unto  fellowship  wilb  (he  fXht 
and  Son,  that  Iheir  joj-  might  he  full;  (I  John  1.  4.)  Ihat 
ininiatcrfl  of  iliia  gospel  are  therefore  stylecl  (be  helpers  of  th( 
joy.     2  Cor.  1.  i4.     Therefore,  (bough  hero  it  he  not  require 
nor  nllowed,  that  j'ou  should  induli^c  a  vain,  trifling  levity,  or 
sensual  joy,  or  ihnt  you  should  r<-joic«  you  know  not  why,  (i( 
ilaiing   (ho  laughter  of  a  fool,)  or  inoppurlunely,  when  you 
slate  admits  it  not,  or  when  the  l^rd  calls  to  mourning ;  yet  sot 
lie  however  (his  persuasion  in  your  hearts,  thai  (he  serious,  ra 
(ionni,  regular,  seasonable  exercise  of  delight  and  joy  is  matte 
of  duty,  to  be  charged  upon   conscience,  from  (he  authority 
God;  and  is  an  integral  part  in  tbc  religion  of  chriglians.     Ai 
then  sure  you  will  not  think  any  object  more  proper  and  suit^ 
bic  for  it  to  bo  cxcrciRcd  upon,  than  the  foreseen  Mate  of  blei 
etlnG»,  which  is  in  itself  a  fulness  «f  joy  ;  (I'ssl.   16.  11.)  Ihj 
joy  of  our  Lord.     Mat.  25.   21.     And  is,  in  (he  pre-appr«hea 
sions  of  it,  a  more  considerable  matter  of  joy  than  our  preset 
stale  affords  us  beside ;  and  without  relation  whereto  we  bat 
no  matter  of  rntional  joy  at  all. 

[2.]  Keep  faith  in  exercise;  both  in  that  ncl  of  it  which 
suadea  the  m)u)  of  the  truth  of  the  gospel  revelation,  and  thi 
ael  of  it  which  unites  it  lo  God  through  the  Medialor. 
apostle  prays  on  the  behalf  of  his  Roman  clmslians,  that  (hi, 
might  be  filled  with  joy  and  peace  in  believing;  (Kom.  16.  ISJ 
,aivd  we  are  told,  how  eflectuslly  ( as  to  this )  it  supplied  (he  pis 
of  sight.  Such  as  had  not  seen  Christ,  (which  was  the  privilcf 
of  many  olher  cbiistiana  of  that  time,)  yet  believing,  did 
joice  wilb  joy  unspeakable  and  glorious.  1  Pet.  I.  8.  Fai( 
diiectly  lends,  in  that  double  office  before>menlioned,  (o  excit 
and  foment  this  joy.  As  it  assents  to  the  truth  of  the  gos|: 
revelation,  it  realizes  (be  objec(,  in  the  substance  and  evidcoc 
of  the  invisible  glory.  Ileb.  11.  I.  As  it  unites  the  soul  wit 
Uod  through  Christ,  in  a  liducial  and  obediential  closure,  il  »^ 
.MfCoios  our  interest  therein,  and  is  our  actual  acceptance  of  ot 
blMflcdnftss  itself;  for  when  we  take  God  (hrough  Chriet  to 
our  God,  what  is  it,  hut  to  accept  him  as  our  eternal  and  satil 
fying  portion,  whom  wc  are  after  fully  to  enjoy,  in  the  riston  an 
participation  of  his  glorious  excellencies  and  infinite  fulnesa^ 
which  two  acts  of  faith  we  have  mentioned  together  in  oe 
text, — they  were  persuaded  of  (he  promises,  and  embrace  tbei 
ihe  former  respecting  (he  truth   of  the  promises,  the  Utter  tl 

goodness  of  (he  thing  promised.  And  hereupon  (hey  C0Dfc«s4 
lemselves  (as  it  lollows)  pilgrims  and  strangers  on  eartt 
which  abdication  of  the  earth  as  none  of  their  counlry,  ooul 
not  be,  but  that  through  their  faith  they  had  a  joyous  pre-apf 
hension  of  thai  belter  state.  That  contetaioD  did  manifestly  i| 
rolve  ixt  it  » lively  jot-,  springing  trow  tbi  ^i^  and  embiace 
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Uul  more  takingi  disiaitl  ^omI  which  Die  (tromiiie  pies4!nl«(I  lTi«W 
with  1  wlioiico  ihcy  coiil<i  not  tliiiik  it  enough,  to  be  such  to 
theiD9«lvcs  in  ihc-ir  own  lhou-;ht»  and  the  tcm|>er  of  ihetr  miitdt  ',■■ 
but  iho/ ciuitiot  forbear  (su  oveTComing  were  their  sights  and' I 
'  tastes)  to  give  il  out,  to  speak,  and  loulc,  and  live,  as  (hose  that 
were  rairieil  up  in  their  spirits  above  this  earth,  and  who  did^ 
ev«o  disdain  lo  own  theniNclvcs  in  any  olhci  relation  tu  it  ihan 
that  nf  Cureignera  and  Ntrant^en. 

Set  thj-  Taith  on  work,  soul,  and  keep  i(  at  work,  and  tliouwilt 
find  this  no  riddle ;  il  will  In-  so  with  Ihce  too ;  we  have  much 
talk  of  failh  amoRg  us,  and  have  the  name  often  in  our  mouths, 
but  how  few  are  the  real  lively  believers  ^  Is  it  to  be  thought 
that  such  blessedness  should  not  more  aflect  our  heads  i  najr 
would  i(  not  ravish  awar  our  very  »ouls,  did  we  thoroughly  be- 
lieve  it  ?  And  were  it  our  prewnt  daily  work,  to  renew  the 
bonds  of  a  vital  union  with  the  blessed  tiod,  in  whom  we  expect 
to  be  blessed  forever,  tould  that  he  without  previous  gusts  of 
jilcaaure  ^  It  is  not  talking  of  faith  but  living  by  il,  that  will 
give  us  the  experience  of  heavenly  delights  and  joys. 

IS.]  Take  heed  oi  going  in  thy  practice  against  thy  light;  of 

pemialingin  a  course  of  known  or  su^pccivil  sni,  that  stales  tbe« 

in  m  direct  hnnlilily  anil  ri-bcllion  against  heaven  ;  and  can  never 

suffer  ihcc  lo  Ihink  of  eu-rnity  and   the-  other  world   with  com- 

fort;  will  fill  thy  raind  with  frii^biful  appreliensioos  of  Uod,  ren- 

•  der  the  sight  of  his  face  the  most  terrible  thing  to  (hy  thoughts 

Ihou  cansi  imagine ;  and  satisfaction  with  his  likeness  the  most 

ifflposatble  thing.     Let  a  good  undcrstMling  and  eorrcspondcnce, 

b«  eonlinncd  between  God  and  ihce,  (which  is  not  ponible,  if 

<  thou  di.<Hibeyc>t  the  dictates  of  thy   conscience,  and  takest  th6 

,  liberty  lo  do  what  thou  jud^ccst   God  lialh  forbidden  thee)  that 

this  may  be  thy    rejoicing  ;  the  testimony  of  a  good  conscience  ; 

that  in  simplicily  and  gorily  sincerity,  not  according  lo  fleshy 

I  wisdom,  but  by  the  grace  of  God  ihon  ha«  had  ihy  converm- 

llion.     Take  God  for  a  witnesa  of  thy  ways  and  walkinp ;  ip- 

Fprare  thyMlf  to  his  jealous  eye  ;    study  to  carry  thyself  ftceent- 

^iblf  towards  him,  and  unto  all  well  pleasing.     Let  that  he  thy 

kunbition,  to  sUnd  right  in  his  Ihoughls,  lo  appear  gracious  in 

this  eyeS'      Hold  faM  Ihinc  inte^nly,  that  thy  heart    may   not  re- 

Lproach  thee  aa  long  as  ihou  livesl.     If  iniquity  be  in  (by  hand, 

rpul  il  away ;  then  shall  thou  lift  up  thy  face   without  spot  and 

fwithoul  fear.     Be  a  faithful  subject  of  thai  kingdom  of  God, 

(and  hero  conscience  rules  under  him,)  which  consists  first  in 

righteousness,  and  then   in  peace  and  joy   in   the   Holy  Ghoat. 

^Tbou  wilt,  so,  dally  behold  llic  face  of  God  in  righteousness  and 

>with   pleasure;  but  wilt  most  of  all  please  thyself  to  ihink  of 

^thy  final  appear«nc«,  before  him,  and  the  blessedness  that  shall 

[4.1  Waieh  and  arm  thnelf  against  the  too  forcible  strokfts 
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and  JmprostHotis  or  scniiiblc  objects.     Let  not  llic  savour  of  w 
low,  vile-   lliin};^  ciirrii|>t   (lie  (Nilntc   of  lUy   soul.     A  sen^ua 
cartbljr  mind  and  Ixr^irt  ciiiinot  taste  hearenlj'  doli|chls ;  they  iltj 

arc  after  the  llcsli  <iii  savour  tlic  tilings  of  ibe  llosh ;  (hoy  tin 

are  after  tlie  ^|>i^il,  llie  things  of  tUc  Spirit.     Labor,  to  bt  tiLor* 
OUgMy  mnttified  lowanls  this  world  and  the  prc.-^nt  stale 
thinp.     Look  upon  tins  scene  and  pugMint  as  lowing  awa) 
(I  Cor.  T.  ^1.     I  John.   i.   17.)  keep  natural  appclilca  un« 
rcRtrainl,  ((lio  world  and   the  lusts  of  it  pass  away  ta|C<bcr:) 
sensuatiiy  is  iiii  impure  Ihiii);.     Heavenly,  rclined  joy  canrx^H 
live  amidst  an  much  filth.     Vea,  and  if  thou  ^ivc  thy  AeshUbei<^| 
ly  too  far  in   things  that  are  (in  specie)   lawful  it  will  soon  get 
advantage  to  domineer  and  keep  thy  soul  in  adepicssing: 
vitude.     Abridge  it  (hen,  and  cut  it  eJiort,  that  thy  mind 
be   cnlaiged    and    at   hbcrly,  inay  not   he  thronged   and 
possessed  with  carnal  imafrinnttonii  ami  a/Tcctiona,  '^  Let  thy  sou 
{if  thou  wilt  ukc  this  iuslruciton  from  a  heathen,  Max.  Tyr. 
disscr.  »i  •!  W"  >«Ta  WAtuvr.:  on  tlu  nature  of  l/ie  gods  according 
to  Plato,)  "look  with  a  constant  eicct  mind  into  (he  umielilcd 
light,  neither  darkened  nor  borne  down  towards  (he  earth  i  hi 
slopping  its  cnrs,  and  turning  its  eyes  aiid  all  other  senses  h. 


» 


upon  il34:lf  i  and  ijuitc  abolisliiog  out  of  itself,  all  earthly  sigl 
ami  groans,  and  pleasures  and  gloHcti  and  hoiioni  and  disgrace ; 
and  having  forsaken  all  (hesc,  choo»u  for  the  guides  of  its  way, 
true  reason  and  strong  love,  the  one  whereof  will  shew  it  the 
war,  the  other  make  it  easy  and  pleasant." 

[6.]  Having  voided  thy  mind  of  what  is  earthly  and  eamal, 
apply  and  turn  i(  to  (his  blessed  theme.  The  most  excellent 
am)  the  vile#t  objects  are  alike  to  thee,  while  (hou  mindcst  litem 
itot.  Thy  (hotigh(s  possibly  bring  (hce  in  nothing  hut  vexation 
ai>d  (i-ouble,  which  would  bring  in  iis  soon  joy  and  pleasure, 
didst  thou  (urn  them  to  proper  uhjeets.  A  (hough(  of  the  hea- 
venly glory  i»  as  soon  thought  of  as  an  earthly  cross.  We  com- 
pbin  (lie  worUl  troubles  us;  (hen  what  do  we  there.'  Why 
get  we  not  up,  in  our  spirits,  in(o  the  quie(er  region  ?  What 
(rouble  wouh)  llie  (houglits  of  future  glory  be  to  us  ^  How  are 
thoughts  and  wits  set  un  work  for  tiiis  tlosh:^  But  we  would 
have  our  souls  (loutish  as  the  lilies,  withuul  any  thing  of  their 
own  rare.  Vea,  we  make  (hrni  (oil  for  lurturu,  and  not  for  joy, 
revolve  an  afllietion  a  ihotisiinil  (im4-S  livfore  niid  uflcr  it  comes, 


and  have  never  done  with  it,  when  internal  bloMMHlncss  gains 
[6.  J   I'lead  earnestly   wilh  God  for  his  Spirit.     This  is  joj* 


thouglit. 


tlic  Holy  Ghost ;  or  whereof  he  is  the  author.  Many  christians 
{as  (hry  mu!i(  be  ealled)  are  such  sli.tngeis  to  Ibis  work  of  Jni- 
ploiing  and  rnlliiig  in  the  ble.sscd  Sjtiiil,  as  if  ihvy  weic  ea|Millle_ 
cf  adopting  ihisc  woids,  we  h.ivc  ni>1  m  murh  iw  heard  wbe(bl 
ihete  be  a  Holy  Gb<R!4.     That  lume  IB  With  (bcu  14  an  uni 
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IIow  hardly  arc  vie  convinced  of  oui-  npccssary  depend* 
tbal  free  Spirit,  as  (o  Ml  our  tiuly  spiritual  opcmlions  ? 
fiifl'Spiril  is  the  very  cainosl  of  our  inheritJiiicc.     Thr  fote- 
(mIgs  and  first  fruits  we  have  livrv  of  thu  fulurc  blessed iie^-i,  (lio  : 
joy  and  pleasure,  the  compIarenltiU  reltslies  wc  hove  of  it  bo- 
fbre-hand,  arc  by  ibc  grnciotis  vouch safcinonl  and  work  of  this  I 
blessed  Spirit-  The  thingn  ttiai  eye  halh  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard, 
and  which  have  not  entered  into  the  heart  of  man,  aic  revealed  I 
by  this  Spirit.     Therefore  doth  the  apostle  direct  his  prayer  od 
the  hoh;df  of  the  Kphcsians,  to  the  Father  of  this  g\ary  ih.tt  he  | 
would  give  (his  S|iirit  of  wisdom  and  revelation, — lo  enlighten 
the  eyes  of  their  uuderslandinp;,  that  llicy  ini^hl  know  Ihc  hope  ' 
uf  biii  calling,  and  the  riches  of  the  |;lory  of  his  inlieritaiti-c  tn 
(or  among)  the  saints.  Eph.  I.  16.  And  it3  revelation  is  such  a$\ 
begets  an  impicssion;  in  respect  whereof,  it  is  Mid  also,  to  seall 
up  to  the  day  of  redemption.     Therefore  piay  carnc^lly  for  thisj 
Spirit ;  not  in  idle,  dreaming;  words  of  course,  but  as  being  real- ' 
ly  apprehensive  of  ihe  ncce^^ly  of  prevailing  :  and  give  not  over] 
till  thuii   find  that  sacred  lire  diffusing;  itself  through  thy  mind] 
and  heart,  to  enlighten  the  one  and  refine  the  other,  and  m  pro-] 
.  possess  both  of  this  glory,  that  thy  soul  may  be  all  turned  inloj 
joy  and  prattt.     And  then  let  mc  add  here,  ( without  the  fonoali* 
ty  of  a   distinct   head)    tlial   it   concerns  thee  to  take  heed  of 
i)ucnrlii»g  that  Spirit,  by  either  resisting  or  neglecline  its  holy 
dirtatcA  or,  ;is  the  same  precept  is  otherwise  given,  01  grieving 
the  Sjiirit:  he  is  by  name  and  ofBce  the  Conilorler.     The  print- 
itire  christians,  it  is  said,  walked  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  in  the 
eoraforl  of  the  Holy  Gbosl.     Is  it  cmial  dealing,  to  grieve  hiiu 
wboee  business  it  is  to  comfort  thee  r  Or  canst  thou  e.xpcct  joy 
wbero  thou  cuusesi  grief?  Walk  in  the  Spirit;  adore  its  power. 
Let  thy  Koul  do  it  homnge  within  (hec.     Wait  for  its  holy  influ- 
ences, and  yield  thyself  to  its  ducture  and  guid:n>ce  ;  so  wilt 
tbou  ffi  as  the  redeemed  of  tlic  Lord,  witli  everlasting  joy  upon 
Ihy  head  till  thou  enter  that  presence,  where  is  fuliieds  of  joy 
an<I  |)leasures  for  evermore. 

Nor  do  lliou  think  it  improper  or  strange,  that  thou  shoiildstj 
bo  calletl  upon  to  rcjoicu  in  what  tlioii  dost  not  ycl  possess.  Tliy^ 
bope  is  instead  of  fmliiou  ;  it  is  an  anticip:iled  enjoyment.  We 
are  com  man  dod  to  rejoice  even  in  the  hope;  (Rom.  12.  I'i.) 
tad  Minis  have  professed  to  do  so,  to  rejoice  even  in  the  tH>|K>  of 
Ui«  glory  of  (lod.  Horn.  6.  3.  Nor  is  it  unreasonable  that  should 
b«  thy  present  highest  joy.  For  lliough  yet  it  be  a  distant  thing, 
nnd  in<li9linctly  revealed,  the  excellency  of  the  object  makes 
eonipenntion  for  both,  with  an  abundant  Mirpltisnge.  As  any 
tmc  would  much  nuiri-  rejoice  to  Iw  assured  by  a  Rrciil  pcriMn, 
of  ample  posaes.'u'nns  he  would  make  him  hiA  licir  lo,  ( though  he 
knew  m>t  distinctly  what  they  should  be,)  than  lo  sec  a  shilling, 
jdrcady  his  own,  with  his  own  eyes. 
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Tho  addition  efiwa  rules,  UiM  mora  •pecinllyrapMl  (lie  yet  Culuni 
thw  UeMwdncw,  after  thi*  life ;  naniRly,  Rule  7.    Tliat  wc  ftatiemK  ' 
tbf  it  uDtil  dMtfa.    Kule  8.  Tliat  we  lun  noi  too  much  this  proavM  lift. 

There  arc  yet  two  more  rules  to  be  superadded,  (hat  respei 
the  season  of  this  blessedness, — when  wo  awake, — (hat  ia,  n( 
till  WG  go  out  of  l!mc  into  el<;rnitj,  nol  till  we  )>ass  out  of  th^ 
drowsy  d.irkness  of  our  prcsout  Mate,  liU  the  night  be  over  wit^ 
tis,  and  Ihc  vigorous  light  of  thi-  everlasting  Amy  (to  shino  uj 
us.     Hence  therefore  it  will  be  further  necessary: 

7.  That  while  the  apooinled  proper  season  of  this  bleucd 
ness  is  not  yet  come,  (tnat  is,  tilt  God  shall  Tonclisafe  to  tnic 
late  us  from  our  present  earthly  state,)  we  compose  our  spirit 
to  a  patient  expectation  of  it.  Upon  n  twofold  account,  the 
ctcisc  of  pulience  is  very  requisite  in  the  present  ease,  naatelj 
holh  in  respect  of  this  every  expectation  itself,  and  uho  in  rt 
spect  of  the  concomitant  miseries  of  this  expecting  state, 
the  former  respeet,  an  abaent  cood  is  the  matter  of  our 
ftence  ;  in  the  iatltry  present  »nA  incumbent  evil.  It  falls  mor 
directly  in  our  way,  to  speak  to  the  cxorciac  of  palienct  uf 
the  former  account  i  yet  as  to  the  latter,  (thntigh  it  he  more  c(4 
lateral  as  our  present  puq>ose,)  it  cannot  be  unscaiwnsblc  brieHj 
to  consider  that  also. 

(I.)  Therefore,  The  pery  expectation  itself  of  this  bleKc<l 
ness,  rendeis  patience  very  requisite  to  our  present  state.     Pa 
tince  hath  as  proper  and  necessary  an  exercise  in  expecting  thi 
good  we  want  and  desire,  as  in  enduring  the  evil  that  is  actuslh 
upon  us.     The  direction  (it  must  he  remembered)  intends  suet 
only  as  apprehend  and  dcsirt^^  (\\\*  blessedness  as  their  grcates 
good,  whose  souls  are  trani'portcd  with  earneM  longines  fully 
«BJoy  what  they  have  foretasted.     I  am  uppreheiijiivc  enoup 
that  others  need  it  not.     There  is  no  use  of  patience  in  ex|>eel 
ing  what  we  desire  not.     Hut  as  to  those  who  desire  it  mc 
and  who   therefore  are   most  concerned  in  this  advice,  it  ma] 
possibly  becoioe  a  doubt,  how  since  there  is  sin  in  our  present 
l^onutce  of  God  and   unlikcncss  to  him,  thi^  can  be  the  matte 
of  any  patience.     We  mutt  therefore  knuw,  thnt  as  our  knowl^ 
edge  of  God,  and  conformity  to  him,  are  both  our  duty  and  blea 
sednesa,  the  matter  both  of  our  endeavor  and  of  God's  rouct 
•tafemeni ;  so  our  ignorance  of  him,  and  unlikeness  to  him,  ar 
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both  our  nit  lutd  our  miurj- ;  which,  miwtj  ihouglt  Gnd  hath 
erKciousIr  rcmorcd  it  in  purl,  yet  nl»o  he  conliniieB  it  upon  u« 
in  part,  (»3  our  ud  experteitc«  t^lls  us,)  bj  liU' just  nnd  win* 
dilpenMlion,  which  we  cannot  except  ugainst.  Now  therefore, 
looking  upon  the  defect  of  our  knowledge  of  God  and  likencM 
to  hiin,  under  the  former  notion,  though  ne  are  to  reflect  upon 
ourselves  with  Rreat  displeasure  and  indignatinn  ;  yet  looking  oa 
them  in  the  hllrr  notiim,  we  are  to  submit  lo  itip  righteous  dis- 
ponuition  of  God  with  b  meek,  unrepining  patience.  By  thii 
|Hil)oncc,  therefore,  1  nieun  not  a  stupid  Huecuinbcticy  under  the 
rcmniniiig  disease  and  diiUempcr  of  our  !tpiril»,  in  this  our  pro- 
teot  stale;  a  senseless  inditTerency  and  oscilant  cessation  froni. 
continual  endeavors  of  further  redresa ;  hut  a  silent  and  submit, 
aive  veneration  of  divine  wisdom,  and  justice,  and  goodness,  that 
arc  sweetly  complicated  in  this  procedure  with  us,  with  a  quiet) 
pesceful  expvctnlion  of  the  bIcHscd  issue  of  it.  This  being  | 
premised,  I  nhatl  bricHy  shew, — thai  we  hare  need  of  patienceVj 
Bod — that  wc  have  reason  for  it  in  this  present  case. 

[1.]  That  wc  have  need  of  it,  (iMippo^iii);  our  souls  are  inleni 
upon  glory,  that  we  are  in  earnest  in  ihiH  puitiitt)  will  appear 
upon  sundry  accounts. 

First,  The  greatness  of  the  thing  we  expect.  To  behold  th« 
face  of  (iod,  to  be  satisfied  with  his  likeness.  What  serioui'j 
bearl,  npprehensive  of  its  own  concerns,  can  without  much  pa> 
tieiwohold  out  under  such  an  expectation.'  I{ow  do  lovers  that  ex- | 
peel  the  marriajeo  day,  tell  the  hours,  and  chide  the  sun  that  it 
nukes  no  mote  naslo  ?  But  how  can  that  soul  contain  itself,  that 
•XMcIs  the  most  intiinite  fruition  of  the  Lord  of  fclory  ? 

Secondly.  Consider  the  continual  representation  and  frequent 
inculcations  of  this  glory.     Its  Ti)torous,  powerful  beams  are  by] 
often  repeated  pulsations,  continually  beating  upon  such  souls 
arc  intent  towards  it.     Life  and  immorlatily  are  brought  to  light 
in   the  ^oK|)el;  and  they  are  nMigcd  by  command  and  inclination] 
to  attend  iis  di.*coveric.t.     The   eye  that  i^  once  smitten,  lookli 
acaia  and  again,  it  is  not  satisfied  with  seeing :  nnd  every  renew! 
c«  look  meets  witli  still  fresh  rays  of  glory  ;  ihey  have  frequent] 
foretastes  and  prelihalions,  which  still   give  life  to  new  desires;, 
To  lie  under   the  direct   stroke   of  the  powers  of  the  world  t( 
eome,  this  requires  much  patience  to  sustain  the  burden  of  sucbl 
an  experlntion.     Life  ilMlf  were  otherwise  a  bitter  and  a  weari'l 
some  Ihin)^.     *And  the    want   of  such  foretastes  ( for  alas  thejrj 

*  Canervin  (ilii  aiigFlica  voce  tlironMiun,  ifuani  inirifica  xtrnper  to  paU 
i)u1'r«illnn  rvpleainiir ;  aiat  vrnrvr,  ne  fnrt<>,  ikuiiIiai*,  tonlv  dulcralinM  n^^ 
ComiNtntioiw,  lola  lihi  io  lcrri*i  vira  nan  oliini  ■innrimiiii*,  vcrvin  «nain 
ainariniijo  ipsa  pciuKin  nil(«Iiir:  I  wdiiUI  ninir  to  iIkw  in  n  voice  of  lh«  on- 
geSc  rhiyirs ;  nt  wrnilil  ei->>r  indiil^  Ui«  nuMi  cnalic  delaght  in  our  cuunlry ; 
were  it  not  to  \m  Ibarod  le*t  troin  thi  contmiii  of  sucb  bxicijicm,  the  whole 
or  ihiK  liA  on  «anh  ibonld  aflcrwordH  ■tpiii  In  (liM  iMt  aBljr  euMdin^)  bit- 
ter. >Mii  *nti  bitumtm  faelf.    M.  riciii.  Kpi*. 
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nrc  itot  coiulaiil )  makes  dcsiro  more  rcstlcas,  anil  expvclatioij 
moTP  biller  ami  grii'voiis. 

Tliinlly.  Conin<lcr  ihc  rtnturc  and  spring  of  these  dcsiros,  tl 
work  in  hcavi^nlj-  wuls  lawnnls  this  glory.     Tliey  aru  of  a  ' 
fine  nature  and  original;  lie  that  hath  wrought  ua  lo  lliia  m-|| 
tuai:  tiling  is  Ood,  -i  Cttr.  5.  5.     Observe  the  tenor  oftbU  ]u 
position;  iiad  is  not  the  subject   of  prpdicalion,  but  the 
G«te.     The  action  is  not   predicated  of  God,  as  it  would  in  till 
form  of  words,  God  hxlh  wrouglit  us  &c.  but  God  is  prvdicatE 
of  this  n^ent,  or  if  he  hoA  said,  this  is  the  work  of  4  Uoilyi 
none  hut  God  could  be  (he  author  of  »uch  deviren.     Tbst  •  aou 
tihoiihl  hi:  acted  (owanis  glory  by  the  alont^  power  of  an  nhniglit 
hand  !  hero  need))  a  divine  paticnee  to  sut<tain  it,  and  make 
AroAg  and  able  to  endure  such  a   motion,  where  there  is  divinjj 
power  to  act  and   move  it  forward,     '['he  frame  could  not  hoi 
else,   it  must  dissolve.     The  apostle  therefore  praying;  for  tl: 
T boss* Ion ians,  that  Go<l  would  direct  their  hearts  into  the  k>v 
of  himself,  (which  could  not  but  ciillamc  their  »ouls  with  a  til 
sire  of  a  (M;rlecl  vision  and  cnjo_>  ment, )  presently  adds,  awl  iotd 
the  pitietit  waiiiiiK  for  Christ,  i  The».  3.  5.     Where  we  canito 
by  the  wav  but  relied  upon  the  adiuiiable  constitution  and  eijui 
temper  ol  the  new  creature,  as  to  the  principles  that  are  ingrej 
diont  into  the  composlltoo  of  it,  fervent  desires,  alUyed  wit 
meek   snhmiiMion,   mighty   love,   with   ftlrouje;  patience.     If  w^ 
consider  il  in  aelti  signiila,  or  in  its  <th»tract  ulea^  this  i»  its  tCK 
penmeni ;  and  of  these  ihnre  is  a  sradunl  [xirti<:i|knlioii,  whvi 
erer  you  find  it   actu.illy  existing.     God  li^nl  otherwiM:  formed 
creature  ( the  prime  of  his  creatures)  so  ai  by  its  most  iiitriniica 
constituent  principles  to  be  a  torment  to  itself. 
t'  Foui-thly.   The  tiresome  nature  of  expectation  in  itself,  is  n« 
least  considerable.     It  carries  (it  is  true]  pleasure  (if  it  be  liA): 
inK  expectation)  witli  it;  but  not  without  a  great  admixture 
pain,     it  brings  a  kind  of  torture  to  the  mind,  as  a  continue 
exertion  or  stretching  foiih  of  lln'  neck  (by  which  it  is  express 
('<))  doth  to  the  body.     Thercl'oii^  it  is  must  ^jjinificiinlly  siiid  bj 
the  wise  man,  Hope  dei'erred  makes  the  heai1s4ck.  Pn>v.  IS.  13^ 
All  these,  I  say,  toe;ether  discover  the  truth  of  what  the  aposiU 
tells  as,  We  have  need  of  patience,  that  when  we,  &c.  we  maj 
inherit  the  promise.     Heb.  10.  36. 

[i.]  And  a-(  we  have  need  of  it,  so  we  have  also  reason  fat 
it,  u|>on  many  at^counis.  It  is  no  piece  of  rii;orous  severity  K 
bo  jmt  upon  the  exercise  of  some  )inticncc,  to  ho  kcjit  awhile, 
in  a  wjiltng  posture  for  the  eomplelion  of  (Ina  blc^aedIle^9l. 
For. 

First,  The  thing  you  expect  is  sure.     Vou  have  not  lo  do 
this  mutter  with  one  who  is  inconstant  or  likely  to  change, 
such  .1  one  should  make  us  l.irf;e  promitcs,  we  sliouM  have  sonu 
cause  novftr  to  tliink  ouraelvca  accutCT  lilt  wu  liad  lUt:ja  i;ia<lc 
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^no<)  (0  US.  Bui  since  we  Hvn  in  iha  hn[>o  ol'  c(rriial  life,  whieb. 
(iod  who  caonot  lie  (Tit.  1.  2.)  aiid  who,  wc  know,  is  failbful, 
h.i(h  pmmiserl,  ( lieh.  10.  US.)  ue  Iii9>'  he  confult^m,  and  ihia 
(■ntifidiMic^  should  ijuielaur  heans.  \Vhn(  a  I'nillifiil  friend  kcepa 
.for  us,  w«  reckon  ns  flafc  in  his  hands  as  in  our  own.  Hv.  ihol 
li«liev«'«,  makcH  nothasiv.  And  impaltcnl  baste  argu«a  an  unb«< 
lievin^  jealou^j  nnd  dislruM.  Survly,  iheie  ia  an  end,  and  tbj 
espectalion  will  nnl  he  nit  nfl'. 

Scrondlr-     ll  i*  n  ha[>)>in«t»  that  will  reconipcnHe  the  mosb 

wearisome  ex[H>4'(>-tlion.      It   wen;  jconcl  sotneiimvs  to  consider 

with  ouraclv*-.-!,  Whut  is  ihr  ohjwl  of  our  hope  ?  are  our  «xpeet- 

Atiunii  pilrlicd  ufMxi  a  valuahle  ^ood,  thul  tvill  l>e  worth  while 

to  i>X|iccl?  so  (he   I'saliiiiM,  What  wail  I  for?  iind  he  answera 

himself,  My  hope  is  in  (hee.     Hsal.  39.  7.     Sure  thta  that  bo|iw 

will  not  make  ashamed.     It  were  a  confoundinf;  thine  (o  have 

been  a  long  lime  full  of  great  hopos  that  at  last  dwindle  into  aom* 

[  petite  Irillc,  but  when  wc  know  t>cfore-h.ind  the  business  is  such 

'  U  will  defray  itself,  bgnr  its  own  rhargi-s,  who  would  not  be  con- 

I  tented  to  wait  ^ 

Thirdly.  Nor  will  Ihe  time  nf  c<t|>eetation  be  lun^ — when  I 
sball  awake — when  h«  vhnll  a)>pc-ar.  Put  it  to  the  longeat  term, 
III  was  raid,  »ixlocn  hundrml  yearn  ago,  to  he  but  ii  little  while  ; 
llbrAetInc*  overinrho  sliultini:  up  of  the  Bible  he  lelU  us,  1 
[come  quickly.  He  neems  (o  foresee  he  should  he  snmethinn; 
irepalienlly  t-X|>ee(ed  :  and  at  last.  Surely  I  cotne  rjuickly,  iia  if 
the  hud  mid.  What,  will  you  not  believe  me.'  Be  patient,  sailh 
I  the  apostle,  to  the  eomiog  of  the  Lord  :  and  presently  he  adds, 
,ht>  palient.  slaHtsh  yon  hearts,  for  the  rflminpof  ihe  Lord  draw- 
[elh  nich.     -lames  5.  H. 

Fouflhly.      Yea,  and  <imidM  Ihe   iniiny  trouhtes  of  that  abort 

[time   of   expectation   many   present   comfoio  arc   intermixed. 

iKeaven  is  open  to  u*.     We  have  ronsiant  lil>crly  of  access  to 

JGod.     Me  diwlains  not  our  preseni  conreise.     We  may  havs 

[the  constant  pleasure  of  the  excrcisfi  of  (:race,  the  heavenly  de- 

/ili  of  meilitation,  the  joy  of  the  public  solemnities  of  worship, 

lihp  cnmNinnJon  and  encooraKemeni  of  fellow  christians,  the  light 

[•f  that  roiintenanre  whereof  wc  ex|>ect  ihe  eternal    vision,   the 

mmforls  nf  the  Holy  Chost,  the  cnniiniial  prospect  of  |E;tory  all 

llhe  way  ihilher.     Whiit  cause   have    we  of  impsticncd  or   eor.i- 

pl-iint  * 

Pinbly.     Saints  of  all  ii^e>  have   had   (brir  expecting;  time. 

/e  are  required  to  be  followers  of  them  who  ibroiigh   faith  and 

ttience  have   inherited   the  promises.      Our  Saviour   himself 

railed  a  life's  lime  for  hi»  ^lonficalion.      I   have    [saith  he) 

lorified  thee  on  earth ;  i  have  finished  the  work  (hnu  garesi 

se  to  do  !     And  now,   father,  glorify   me  with  thine  own  self, 

te. 

Sixlhly.     And  while  we  are  wailing,  if  it  be  not  <Hir  feult,oar 

vol..  I.  80 
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(clur)'  u'iti  be  tiiereasing.     Wc  niay  |»e  glorifying;  C^otl  in  ihv  tm-a 
lime,  ,whicli  it  llie  end  of  mir  bciui^s;  we  ne«A  not  live  hi-re 
no  purpose. 

SevrnlKly.      We   were   well  enough  conu-nl,  till  God  mor 
clesily  revealed  that  other  stale,  to  live  nUvays  nn  we  do.     It 
not  now  ingenuous   to   be   impaticntlj  (|iK'njluii!>  about  the  tir 
of  our  entering  into  it.     It  is  his  fruc  voucliMifenient ;  we  nevt 
merited  Hitch  a  thing  nt  his  hands.     I(  la  not  commendable  imoi 
m«n,  to  be  overqiiick  in  exacting  debts  even  v.  here  there  *ri 
an  aolecodenl  right,  much  lesii  where  the  right  only  shall 
bj'  promJHe,  not  jet  sueable ;  would  it  not  »haroe  us  to  have  Gc 
i»y  to  us,  Have  patience  with  me,  and  I  will  pajr  you  all  ?     At 
our  former  state  should  be  often  reflected  on.     Ii  you  had  pr 
mised  great  things  to  a  wretch  lately  taken  off  the  dunghill, 
he  is  every  day  impatiently  urging  you  to  tta  untimely  aecc 
ulishroent,  would  you  not  check  his  over-bold  haste,  by  min^ 
ing  him  of  his  original  ?     It  becomes  not  base  and  low*lM>m  pe 
sons  to  be  transported  with  a  preposterous,  over-hasty  expect! 
tion  of  high  and  great  thing.4.     .\nd  if  God  bear  with  the  .«ii 
fulness  of  our  present  slate,  iti  it  not  reasonable  we  should  bea 
with  the  infelicity  of  il  to  his  appointed  time  ?     Besides  thai, 
should   much  injure   ouiselves  by  our  iropatiency;  irobittci  o« 
present  condition,  increase  our  own  burden,  dissipate  oui  streDg 
retard  our  progress  towards  the  perfection  we  profess  to  aim  at^ 
lor  patience  must  have  its  perfect  work,  that  we  may  be  perfect. 
Jam.  I.  4.  ^H 

And  others,  that  have  had  as  dear  apprehensions  and  vigoroi;(^| 
desire.^  (at  least)  of  the  future  state  of  glory  as  wo  can,  with 
modesty,  piclend  to,  have  yet  herein  moueralod  themaelres  so, 
aa  to  intend  their  present  work  with  composed  spirits.     Take 
that  one  instance  of  the  blessed  apostle,  who,  whilst  in 
earthly  tabernacle  he  groaned,  being  burdened  to  be  cloth« 
with  glory,  and    to  have  mortalily   swallowed  up  of  life,  beii 
sensible  enough,  that  during  his  abode  or  presence  in   the  bod] 
he  wa.t  absent  from  the  Loid  ;  yet  nolwithsiamliog  the  fervor  and 
vchemency  of  these  longings,  with  the  greatest  calmness 
resignation  imaginable,  as  to  the  termination  or  continiiaDet 
his  present  state,  he  adds,  that  though  he  had  rather  be  absei 
from  the  body,  to  be  pre.w^nl  with  the  I.oni,it  wasyct  hischicfi 
bilion  (as  the  word  l-iii^niintfa  he  uses  signifiCN}  whether  pres«iit~ 
or  absent  (as  if  in  comparison  of  that,  to  be  preifeni  or  absenl. 
were  indilFcrenl,  ihongh  otherwise  out  of  that  comparison, 
had  told  OS, he  would  be  absent  rather)  lobe  tia^tpny  accepted,  i 
appear  grateful  and  welUpleasing  in  the  eye  of  CJi>d ;  such  that  * 
might  delight  and  take  content  in,  as  his  expression  import 
As  if  he  had  said,  though  I  urn  not  unapprehensive  of  the  state  i 
my  case,  I  know  well,  I  am  kept  out  of  a  far  more  desit-abte  con 
dilitMt,  while  I   remain  in  Ihtii  labernaele;  yet,  may  I  hut  plf'S 
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•nd  apfiear  Hcceptable  in  lite  sight  of  God,  whether  I  h«  aaoiier 
^luuioMd  from  this  ihraldDo),  or  lonp;er  continucil  io  it,  I  euo- 
(end  not.  Mi!t  burden  heic,  that  no  M;n»ibljr  pressed  him.  uas 
not  •  present  evil  so  much  as  an  abAvnl  good.  Hv  wms  not  so 
I  burdened  by  what  he  fell  arxl  could  not  tvniore,  a*  by  nhM  ha 
Mw  and  coiili)  iiol  enjojr.  liis  fpoans  aocoTdiu^ly  were  not  bru- 
tal, ws  titosc  of  n  bc.tst  iindi-r  a  loo  heavy  loud;  btil  rational, 
1  ibtt  groKBS  of  an  apiirobcn^vc  spirit  panting  aftvr  an  alluring,  in- 
'  wlting  glory,  nbich  hv  bad  got  the  prospect  of  hut  could  not  y«t 
•ttaia.  And  henmlbe  same  spiritual  reason  which  did  exercise, 
did  also,  at  once,  modt^ralc  hia  desires ;  so  lba[,  as  he  saw  there 
was  reason  to  desire,  w>  he  sjiv  ihere  vas  reason  his  desires 
afaoald  be  allayed  by  a  submissive,  ingenuous  patience,  till  they 
night  have  a  due  nnd  seasonable  nccoioplishnient.  And  that 
Bune  temper  of  mind  wc  find  in  him,  when  he  professes  to  Iw 
in  a  sirail  between  two,  having  a  desire  to  be  dissolred,  and  to 
be  with  Christ,  (Phil.  I-  '2i.)  which  he  ihoughl  Io  be  Tar  better, 
and  yet  apprehendvd  bit  longer  a))aile  in  the  world  Io  be  need- 
ful for  the  vrvici;  of  ibi-  church;  whereupon  he  expresses  his 
ronfidencv,  Ih.ii  he  should  ahUic  luii);er,  and  thoreiu  discover! 
how  well  conl«nted  he  was,  it  should  be  so.  Therefore,  as  Jti 
refvrcnee  to  this  very  especlation  itself,  there  is  great  need  of 
|iaUonce  ;  so  the  exercise  of  it  in  ibis  case  halh  nothing  harsh 
or  uoreaMnable  in  it,  or  which  the  spiril  of  a  saint  may  not  well 
comport  with. 

( 3. )  And  fur  (he  exercise  of  |i<iltencc  upon  ihc  latter  account ; 
the  concomitant  miseries  of  thi»  our  present  cxpectinj;  slate  :  t 
need  not  insisl  to  show  how  needful  it  is,  (his  beinf;  that  which 
our  own  senM  will  sufficiently  inslruel  us  in.  We  are  not  to 
expect  the  future  stiilc  of  hieasedness  in  a  stale  of  present  easd 
and  test,  in  a  <iuiel,  friendly  world,  in  a  calm  and  peaceful  re- 
pon,  under  pbrid  and  heoign  inDuences  from  men  and  times; 
hut  amidst  stormy  and  tempests,  and  troubles  on  every  side, 
under  Irowns  and  displeasures,  threats  and  dangers,  harsh  aiKl 
rough  sevetities,  ill  and  ungentle  usages,  flouts  and  scorns^ 
wrongs  and  injurious  dealings,  wants  and  pressures  in  many 
kinds.  When  the  world  is  once  forsaken  by  its,  it  grows  angry  ; 
if  we  disclaim  it,  and  avow  ourselves  not  to  be  of  it,  hecom^ 
•lODfeflMd  ixran^ers  and  pilgrims  in  it,  KCt  ourselves  seriously  and 
visibly  to  mind  and  design  something  above  and  beyond  it,  dis- 
eoTcr  ourselves  to  be  of  them  that  arc  called  out  of  it ;  from  the 
nme  principle  that  it  loves  its  own,  it  will  hate  us;  when  onc^ 
God  rnllx  us  hi.t  sons,  the  world  will  not  know  us.  I  Job.  3.  I.' 
We  aer-  in  this  context  we  are  discoursing  frnm,  what  Ihe  Psalm^ 
isi's  cundiiion  was,  whilst  as  yet  he  remained  under  Ihis  blessed* 
ixp^lation  ;  he  found  the  men  of  time,  whoso  portion  wis  iir 
this  life,  to  he  deadly  enemies,  wicked  oppressors,  proud  insult-' 
an;  lh»y  wera  to  him  as  greedy  lions,  as  a  blnod-lnJrtty  sword: 
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Hif  <!n(>s  lo  he  delivered  from  them,  shew  what  he  nidt  with 
their  handa,  or  thought  he  had  reason  tu  fuitr.     Nor  can  so  n 
ging  enmity  and  hale,  ever  ceniw  lo  mo<lila(c  miwhiefit  and  cr 
eltieH.     The  same  principle  slill  ri-ninins  in  all   ilir  N«t{itnt 
bnKxl,  Olid  nill  Mill  he  pullin);  l'i>rtli  iisrlf  in  MiiiuMe  pnkCticoB,' 
whirh  ounnot  hut  iiiTi^r  lo  the  ouiitraiy  Acvd  continual  trouble  aod 
matter  of  romptaint. 

Aitd,  in  xhoil,  uh«te/er  is  here  tlie  matter  of  yoDr  compltiinl 
ought  to  be  the  matter  of  jrour  patience.     Whence  it  cannot 
doubted  the  matter  of  it  will  he  very  copious  ;  so  as  t»  n 
the  ait  of  p<ttiencc  (as  the  apustle  epeuks;)  which  his  add 
this  solemn  rcquesl   lu  Uod  on  ihv  bihalf  of  these  Calk»si: 
christians    plainly     intimates.       He   prays   that  lln^y     may 
Btren^htencii  with  all  mi|thl  acfonlinp;  to  the  fdorious  [wwei 
tiod  unto  att  patience,  4'c-  ^ol-  1  •  1 1 .     Patience  it  the  chriittiua 
suflering  power,  it  is  passive  fortitude,  an  ability  lo  Milfer;  a 
m  apprehensive  he  is  of  their  fireat  need  of  a  full  and  ample 
ply  of  thin  power,  that  he  prays  thai  they  might  be  strengtlwi 
in  this  kind  with  cnighl,  with  .<ll  mi^hl ;  iliat  tliey  mi^ht  be  ev 
a1mif;hty   sulTcieiM;    >liciiE:lhi'i'i'il    wilh  a   niif;ht   according  n 
correspond  in;;  lo  the^lmiuu^  poncrnf  God  himself;  s-uchastoi^ 
appear  the  proper  iiupreiiv  and  image  of  divine  power,  wherei 
the  divine  power  might  he  hoih  the  principle  and   the  patlc. 
(for  the  pulience  whereby  <>ud  bears  the  unnigs  done  to  him 
called  the  )>ower  Ion;  Let  the  |>OMer  of  the   Lord  he  f;real 
Ihou   hast  spoken,  saving,  the   Lord  is  long-sulTi!-nnfc,  forgiving, 
&C. )      And  ihis  unto   all  palieiice,   where   palience  i»  put  for  an 
act  of  Ihis  power,  or  must  lie  undcrblood  of  patience  in  ex 
actual  hearing.     Nor  arc  we  lo  U>ok  upon  the  expressions  of  tbii 
prayer  as  so  many  hyperbolical  strains,  or  rhetorical  flchemes  of 
speech.     Ife  prays  accniding  to  llic  apprehension  he  had  of  tl 
necCB5ity  of  sufftiring  rlirisliAOS. 

And  yet  how  much  soever  the  need  is,  the  icnson  is  not  I 
it  is  n  thing  as  |>os»ible  as  it  is  necessary  ;  yea,  there  is  more 
(be  power  of  ihe  cause,  than  to  work  Ihis  single  elfcct.  I  me. 
it  ttot  only  of  the  efficient  cause  mentioned  bclbre,  but  of  t 
objective  or  final  ( as  having  such  a  euperabundnnt  sufficiency  iA 
i(6  kitid  also)  hinted  in  the  close  of  iho  following  verse.  He 
doth  not  uUcr  vuin  and  groundless  wishes,  when  he  praya,  that 
lo  th^t  al)  of  piiticncc  they  mi^ht  add  joyfutnc5.s  too,  and  giving 
of  thanks:  no,  ihe  mailer  (as  if  he  had  luid)  will  bear  it,  even 
Ihe  inheritance  of  the  stunis  in  light,  the  very  expectation  ol 
jeclive,  I  am  speaking  of.  It  bath  enough  in  it  to  induce,  m 
only  patience,  but  joy,  not  «  contented  hearing  only,  but  givi 
of  thankfl  too,  lo  him  that  halh  made  you  meet  for  that  inhe 
lance,  ver.  13.  True  it  is  indeed,  that  the  very  need  we  ha 
of  paliem'e,  and  Ihe  gain  thai  would  armic  by  it,  is  itself  a  re. 
•OD,  why  we  atmuld  lahiu    to  frame  our  ipitita  to  it :  lor  if  nii 
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eviU  mutt  be  undergone,  how  much  botlor  is  it  la  tteu-  (beni 

alone,  Ihun  lo  have  the  dtHease  ol'  a  wounded,  iatpittieDl  spirit, 

lo  btu  also  -M  «n  additional  burden.  The  taw  i>f  puiiencc  in  cer- 

binly  a  must  )iidul)iGii(,    merciful    law,   a  gracious  pi-ovtsion  ( M 

aiueb  ait  can  be  made  b_v  a  law )  for  ihc  quiet  and  ease  of  our 

•pirils,   under   the    ^haipest  and  most  aHliciive  suAeringii.     Aft 

might  at  targe  be   §hown,  were  it  suitable  lo  fall  into  diiicourMi 

of  patience  in  itself  considered  ;  and  lo  treat  of  that  rest  and 

pleaeure,  tlial  liberty  of  spirit,  thai  possession  and  docninioD  of 

;  one's  own  soul,  nhieh  it  Garrii.-s  in  it :  but  thnl  were  too  much  « 

I  dinresaion.     It   only    fall*  diwctly  here  in  our  way  to  consider, 

that  as  we  haw  many  ;(■  i*'^'^'"''^^ "'"'  pievsurcs  to  undergo,  while 

we   arc   fxpectini;  tiiu  future  bliiMH-dnCHS,  which  render  the   ex- 

,  MbIm  of  pativiice  very    requisite,  »<>  that    llicre  is   enough  of 

fwsighl  and  worth  in  (hat  very  expeelalion,  (that  is  in  what  wo 

tJLpect )  lo  outweigh  iheni  all,  and  (o  render  the  exerciM:  Ihciv 

'  nf  highly    reasonuble   upon   tJtat  account.     I  reckon  (saith  thn 

•poMle)  ibat  the  sutVerings  of  this  present  time  are  not  worthy 

,  to  be  c»iu|>ared  with  (he  glory  that  shall  be  revealed  in  us,  Koiii. 

l8.  1)5.  Thus  (faith  he)  I  reckon,  thai  is,  It  is  my  stated,  settled 

[judgment,  not  a  sudden,  raslj  ihouglx.     When  I  have  re.isoned 

I  the  m.itler   with  niysvll',   wcij;hed  it  well,  considered  the  case, 

lurned    it  round,    viewed  it  exactly  on  every  side,  balanced  ad- 

■  yantae'.-s  and  ditnidviintagc^,  pondered  all    ibinj^  which  are  fit  lo 

romc  into  conBideriiiinn  about  it,  ihisi  is  the  refuli,  the  (inal  dc 

leniiina(ion,  thai  which  I  cuncUide  and  judge  ut  h»t,  (judgment 

;  is  the  laM    product  and  issue  of  the  most  exquisite    inquiry  and 

ite,  the  ultimate  and  most    perfect    act  of  reason,)  that  the 

[•offerings  of  this   now  of  time  are  of  no  value  ;  things  not  fit, 

rU  it  were,  to  be  mentioned  the  same  day  with  the  glory  lo  he 

revealed,  &c.  It  can  theiefore  be  no  hard  law,  no  unreasonable 

'  imposition,  that  shall  oblii^o  us  lo  the  trxottUK  of  palknce,  under 

Buch  BulTcn'ngti,  in  the  cspcclalion  uf  so  Irnnsccndcnt  glofy.  Kor, 

consider, — I'bese  sutrcrings  are  but  from  men,  (for  the  sulfcrings 

I  of   which  the    apoMic     here  speaks,  are  such  as   wherein  we 

[suflcr  together   wiili  Christ,   (hat  in  for   hi»    name   aivd    inter- 

I  Mt,  on  behalf  of  the  Christian  causH;:)  but  ibis  glory  iK  from  God. 

I  How  dispfoportionahio  niu^l   the  elfifcis  be  of  a  created  ai»d  in- 

rcroAted  cause. — Again,  these  sutVerings    reach  no  further  than 

tbe  bone  and  Hesh,  (fear   nut  (hem  that  kill  ibc  Ixidy,  3i>d  afler 

I  tb«y  have  done  that,  can  do  no  more,  tie. )  but  (his glory  reaches 

l4iato,  and    transforms  (he  soul.     Mow  lidlc  can  a  clod  of  eailh 

[-vulTcr,  in  comparison  of  what  an  immortal  spirit   may  enjoy  * 

,And  further,  Inero  is   much  mixture  in  our  present  sulTennga  ; 

kibe  present  state  of  sulfcring  saints  is  not  a  stale  of  (o(al  misery  ; 

are  ftre,  as  it  were,  nyn  of  glor}'  inlcrlaecd  with  their  present 

fatfliclions :  but  ihcru  will  hi>  nolbing  of  affliction  mingled  with 

eir  futtirc  ^lory. 
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Yea,  and  ( whal  maj'  not  unlj'  convince,  but  even  tnuisport  us 
loo)  iheiw!  sufTetings  are  but  lemporar}',  nay  but  tnomcnlai-j^, 
ihis  glory  etcnial.  Wbat  heart  in  big  enough  (o  coiuprehend 
tllfi  fill)  sons«  of  these  words,  Our  light  alfliclion  which  is  but 
for  a  moment^  workclh  fur  us  a  far  more  vxoeodinfE  aii<l  eternal 
weight  ol'  glorj.  i  Cor.  4.  17.  How  might  I  (1m«II  hero  upon 
every  syllable,  light  alDiclion,  Mt-jghty  glory,  txcteding  weight ; 
affliction  for  a  momt-nt,  eternal  weight  of  glory  !  O  then,  1>dw 
linwortliy  in  it  o(  lh«;  Chri#ttun  name  and  bu|K>M,  that  ue  ittwuld 
have  ail  tmpjitient  res<;ntnienl  of  this  method  (ind  folluvt^  with 
UMf  (at  lie  did  with  our  gr«-ul  Kedecmcr  and  l.oid)  that  we 
should  suffer  first,  and  then  eiitei  into  glory  !  ileaveit,  wer«  a 
poor  heaven,  if  it  would  not  make  us  savers.  It  were  liigh  time 
tor  UB  to  give  over  the  Christian  profession,  if  wc  do  not  really 
account,  that  its  reward  and  hope  do  Mirmounl  ilti  rcproarlt  and 
trouble ;  or  do  think  its  cross  more  weighty  than  its  ciuwn.  I» 
the  price  and  worth  of  eternal  glory  fallen  ?  It  hath  been  count- 
ed worth  tiufTering  for.  Thi-re  have  been  tliosc  in  the  world 
that  would  not  aixcpl  deliveram-e  fruoi  ihesv  »u(iV'rtii)^,  ibal  ibcy 
night  obtain  the  belter  resurrection.  Ace  we  grown  vtMi  i  Or 
would  we  indeed  wish  God  sJiould  turn  the  tables,  and  as«t)en  us 
our  good  things  here, and  hereafter  evil  things  r  Uugrali^ful  swub ! 
How  severe  should  we  be  to  oiirselveB,  that  we  should  be  so  npt 
to  complain  ^r  what  we  should  iidmiiu  and  give  ihcinks  !  What, 
bccau5c  purer  and  more  retinc-d  ChriBliaiiiiy  in  our  time  and  in 
this  pait  of  the  world  halh  had  public  fuvor  and  countenance, 
can  we  therefore  not  tell  how  to  framt^  our  ntiniU  to  the  ihtHighls 
of  Hiflerings?  Arc  Iribtilalion  and  patience  anliqunied  names, 
(juite  out  of  date  and  unc  with  us,  and  more  ungrateful  to  our 
cars  and  hearts,  tUnn  heaven  and  eternal  glory  are  acceptable  ? 
And  hud  we  rather  ( if  we  were  in  danger  of  suffering  on  tlic 
('hristian  account)  run  a  hazard  as  to  the  latter,  than  adventure 
on  the  former .'  Or  do  wc  thiuk  il  impoissible  we  should  ever 
come  lo  the  trial,  or  1>c  concGrned  to  busy  ourselves  with  such 
thoughts?  Is  the  world  become  »lable  atidito unacquainted  with 
vicUsitudcs,  that  n  »tBte  of  things  less  favorable  lo  our  profcMion 
can  never  revolve  upon  us  ?  It  were,  however,  not  unuaeful  lo 
put  such  a  case  by  way  of  supposition  to  ourselves.  For  every 
sincere  christian  is  in  alT<'ction  and  preparation  of  his  tnind  a 
martyr.  He  that  loves  not  Christ  belter  ihan  bis  own  life,  eu- 
iwt  he  his  disciple.  We  should  at  leait  inure  our  thoughts  mom 
to  a  suffering  state,  that  wc  may  thence  take  some  occasion  to 
reflect  and  judge  of  the  temper  of  our  hearts  towards  the  name 
and  cause  of  Christ.  It  is  easy  suffering  indeed,  in  idea  and 
contemplation  ;  but  something  may  be  collected  from  the  obser- 
vation, how  wc  can  relish  and  comport  with  such  ihougbls.  It 
is  as  training  in  order  to  fight ;  which  is  done  often  upon  a  very 
remote  aupposilion,  that  such  occasions  may  possibly  util  out. 
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Tbemfofc,   What   now  do  wv  think  of  il  if  our  way  into  tlio 
kincdom  of  God  bIuiII  b«  through  manjr  tribulutiona  ?  ir,  beforo 
we  Mbold  the  »inile«  of  hi*  blessed  fjire,  wo  must  be  onterlaioed 
'  wilb  (be  Iftss  plensin^  !>igh(  of  llic  frownini;  iiii|)<;ct  and  visage  of 
,  »n  anfcry  world  ?  If  wc  first  liear  ih^  imaj^v  of  *  crucified  Christ, 
before  we  parmke  of  the  likcnesn  of  a  glorioui  God  '  What,  do 
tre   refcret   (he   thoughts   of  it;  Do  we  account  we  ahnll  b«  ill 
dealt   with,   and  have  a  hard   bar^in  oC  it  ?  O  how  lender  arc 
m  p«wn,  in  comparison  of  (he  hardiness  and  magnaiiimitj^  of 
primitire  ehnslians  ^  we  hare  not  the  patience  to  think  of  what 
the]  had  (he  patience  to  endure.     We  should  not  vet  fogel  our- 
;  mIvm,  that  such  a  thing  belongs  to  our  profession,  even  in  this 
waj  to  (eMify  our  ridclily  to  ClirisI,  and  our  valuo  of  the   inheri- 
tance ptirehas'rd  by  his  Mood,  if  he  call  us  (hereunto.     We  must 
know  it  is  ti  thing  inserted   into   (lie  religion  of  Christiana,  and 
(with  respect  to  (heir  condition  in  this  world)  made  an  essential 
Oiereto.     He   cannot  b«  a  christian,   that  dn(h  not  deny  himself 
and   take  up   (he   cross.     How  often  when  (he  active  part  of  a 
christian's    duty  is  spoken  of,  is  the  passive  part  studiously  and 
expreSMvely  annexed  ?  Let  us  run  with  paliencc  the  race  that  is 
pot  before   us.     Deb.  1^.  I.    The   good   ground   brought  forth 
'  fmit,  with  patieitct,  Matt.  13,  eternal  life  is  for  (hem  that  by  apO' 
fjtnf  continuance  in  well-doing  seek  af(er  it.  Rom.  3.  7.  Yea, 
and  hence  the  word  of  Christ  is  called  the  word  of  his  palitnce. 
Bev.   3.  chap.   I.     .\nd   the  style  win-rein  the  Iwlovcd  disciple 
•peaks  of  himscll',  and  his  prolession   is  this,  I  John,  a  compan- 
ion  in   Iribublion   and   in   (he   kingdom   and  patienct  of  Jusux 
CbrJM.     Do  we  mean  to   plead  prescription   against  all  thia^  or 
;  bare   we   got   an  express  exemption.'  Have  we  a  discharge  to 
shew,  a  msnumi&sion   from   all  the  suffering  part  of  a  christian's 
I  duty  f  and   is  it  not  a  discharge   also  from    being   christians   as 
;  mneh  ^  Will  we  disavow  ourselves  to  belong  to  that  noble  socie- 
ty of  them  that  through  faith  and  patience  inherit  the  promises  ^ 
Surely  we  are  bii^bly  conceited  of  ourselves,  if  wo  think  we  are 
too  good  (o  be  numbered  among  them  of  whom  (he  world  was 
I  not  worthy.     Or  we  design  tooumclvcH  a  long  abode  here,  white 
w*  90  much  value  the  world's  favor,  and  a  freedom  from  worldly 
trouble  :  or  eternity  i»  with  ui  an  empty    .sound,  and  the  future 
bles*edncss  of  saints  an  airy  thing,  that  we  should  reckon  it  in- 
sufficient (o  counterpoise  (he  sufferings  of  a  few  hasty  days  (hat 
I  will  so  soon  have  an  end.     It  is  a  sad  symptom  of  the  declining 
I  stale  of  religion,  when  the  powers  of  the  world  (o  come  are 
!  to  over-mastered  by  the  powers  of  this  present  world,  and  ob< 
fjeets  of  sense  so  much  out-weigh  those  of  fuilh.     .\nd  is  not 
'  this  apparently  the  case  with  (he  christians  of  the  present  age  * 
Po  riot  your  ihoilgho  nm  Ihe  Ktmc  course  with  (heirs,  that  roe- 
dttaied  nothing  but  silting  on  the  right  and  left  hand  of  Christ,  in 
I  ui  earthly  dominion,  while  they  never  dreamed  of  diinking  of 
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hift  cup,  or  being  iMiptized  with  liis  '•aptisnt?  How  man;  vm 
tlretmera  l>av«  vn:  of  p»l<lcn  mountains,  bnd  (I  know  not  w 
«xtlh)y  felicity  ;  witosv  pivtcndod  prophcciei  aiMut  ( a  suppowd 
near  approaching   prospt^rity  to  tho  churcli  un  caith,  gain  e&sicr 
Wlief,  or  are   more  savoury  am)  taking  with  too  many,  than 
that  the  Kscred   ontuleit  discovrt  iilnmi  iiit   );loiiou!>  slate  in  fa 
ccn  *     Hisncc  arc  «<ir  shouldvr»  so  unfitted  lo  Chtht's  yd 
(like  the  unoccuHtomed  heifer,}  and  the  bu^incju  of  sufieri 
will  not  enter  into  our  hearts.     Metliinks  (he  betii'f  and  expe 
ntion  »f  hueh  a  slatfi  hereafter,  should  make  us  even  rcjnrdic: 
of  what  wc  see  or  sufler  here ;  and  render  the  good  or  cv 
things  of  time  afi  indifferent  to  us.     Vet  neither  pleKl  1  for  an 
ubsAlute  socijl  apathy,   but  for   patience.     A   great  follower  oi 
that  sect  acknovi ledges,  "  It  is  not  a  virltie  to  bear  what  we 
not,  or  have  no  eenso  of.     Stupidity   under  providence  is  not 
ehristian  (emper;**  as  that  moralist  suya  of  Ihc  wise  man,  "  lli 
not  the  hardness  of  Mnnc  or  iron  that  it  to  be  ascribed  to  him.' 
Sen.  do  Constant,  sapienlix.     But  lest  any  should  run  into  lb: 
more  dnniterous  miiMuke,  to  think,  that  by  the  |>nlii'n(-<.-  we  ba 
been  nil  (bis  nhilt-  perstinding  to  (in  the  expeciatioii  of  t 
btewedness  yet  (o  conic)  is  meant  a  love  of  Ibii  present  worl 
and  a  eoraplacential  adherence  of  heart  to  (he  earth,  (  which  a: 
treme  the  terrene  temper  of  insny  souls  may  much  incline  tb 
(o ; )  it  w  ill  be  necessary  upon  that  account  to  add  ( in  referCDi 
also  to  tho  yet  future  expected  sesson  of  this  blessednen)  (bl 
tiirther  und  concluding  irtslniction,  namely, 

ft.  Th.1t  ( howcTcr  wc  are  not  to  repine  at  our  being  held 
lon^  in   ihiti  world  in  an  vKpcctinf:  stale,  yet)   wc  lc(  not 
souls   cleave  too  clove  to  (heir  terrestrial  stutionit,  nor  be 
much  in  lovu  with  the  body,  and  its  present  low  statu  of  life 
earth.     Knr  evident  it  is,  tlint  notwilbslanding  all  the  miseriet 
this  exp<!eting  «lnie,  (he  wo<it  are  yet  luth  to  leave  (be  woild,  and 
have  hC'iKs  snididly  h.trikering  afler  present  ihinps.     And  S«r« 
(here  is  much  difference   be(H'een  being  palieni  of  an  abode  01 
earth,  and  being  /ond  of  i(.      Therefore  since  (he  true  Idessei 
nesfl  of  sninis  consists  in  such  things  as  we  have  shcivn,  and  cai 
not  be  enjoyed  tilt  we  awake,  not  within  (be  comjiass  of  ti 
and  lhi5  lower  world  ;  i(  will  be  very  reqtiiisile  to  insist  be 
awhile  in  the  prosecution  of  this  last  rttle.  And  what  I  shall  »ay  ii 
il  flhall  be  by  way  of  ratition,  .ind  enforcement. 

( 1 . )  For  caution  :  th.it  we  misapprehend  not  that  temper  a 
dlsjMsilion  of  spirit,  wc  are  in  this  (htng  (o  endeavor  and 
at.     And  it  especially  concerns  us  lo  be  cautious  about  the  ii 
dueemenis,  and  degiee,  of  that  desire  of  leaving  (his  world, 
contempt  of  this  present  life,  which  we  either  aspire  lo,  or  alto 
ourselves  in. 

[  I .  ]  lndncemen(s.  Some  arc  desirous,  others  at  least  cnnten 
(o  qiit{  (he  world  upon  very  iosiiffiricnt,  or  indeed  widtcd  coi 
si  derations. 
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Fint.  There  are,  who  desire  it  merely  lo  be  out  vf  the  wa>' 
[of  preMiit  troubles,  whereof  tbey  have  either  loo  iiupaliciit  it 
liiM,or  ui  uDWoilhy  and  impotont  feu.  Many  limes  the  ui- 
Ity  and  anguish  of  incitnib4.'nt  trouble  tmpreMes  such  a  tieiise,. 
f'tni  uttcr>  ttwit'  in  such  Unj^ungi:  its  that,  Now,  O  Lord,  take  1 
[booech  thcc  my  life  from  nic,  lor  it  is  butler  for  me  to  die  iJiaii 
[to  tivc.  Jonnli  4.  3.  Or,  that.  My  soul  rhootelb  ^ti-iinelin)^  and 
tdeatb  ntther  than  life  :  makes  uieii  long  for  death,  and  dig  for 
■9  for  bid  irciuurc ;  rejoice  ami  be  exceeding  Riad  when  thoy 
.  find  tliR  (Crave,  Job  7.  IS. 

Yeif  and  tiie  very  fear  of  troubles  thai  are  but  impendent  and 
BateninK.  makes  some  wish  the  grave  a  saiietuury,  and  reii- 
Iden  the  clods  of  the  valley  sweet  unio  their  iboufthu.  They 
Ifey  possibly  so  buniorsomc  and  fanciful  stress  upon  the  mere  cir- 
[•umslaacAs  of  dying,  that  they  arc  earnest  to  die  out  of  hand  to 
Isvoid  dyinc;  so  and  so:  as  the  poet  would  fain  porauade  himself 
|il  was  not  OaiUle  nau/ragium,  jiwr»  nihi  iitunut  erit,  JJcath  he 
fiot,  but  »hipwrtck  :  U  lOiiitUl  not  trouble  Iheni  to  Hit,  but 
\tt>  die  by  a  rialent  haiul,  (Ovid.)  or  to  bo  made  a  public  !>pecta- 
Icle  ;  Ihcy  cannot  endure  the  thoiijibts  of  dyiuK  su.  Here  in  no- 
rthing cominendahle  or  worthy  of  n  chnsliao  in  all  ihiu.  It  wero 
la  pieee  of  christian  bravery  to  dare  to  live  in  such  a  ease,  even 
[wnen  ihere  is  a  visible  likelihood  of  dying  a  sacrifice  in  the  midst  • 
I  of  flames,  (low  much  this  );lory  was  afl'eeled  in  the  earlier  days 
•f  Christianity  is  sufficienlly  known:  llioUKlit  I  confess  there 
were  excesses  in  that  kind,  altogether  unimiiable.  Uut  if  God 
[call  a  man  forth  to  be  bis  ehainpion  and  witness,  to  lay  down  a 
[life,  in  itaelf  little  desirable,  in  a  truly  worthy  cause,  tbe  eall  of 
[his  pmvidenco  should  be  as  the  sound  of  the  trumpet  lo  a  truly 
iMarllal  spirit ;  it  should  fdl  his  soul  with  a  joyful  courage  and 
jMBae  of  honor,  and  be  complied  with  cheerfully,  with  that  ap- 
||M«h«nsion  and  renentmcnt  a  stout  soldier  would  havu  of  hi* 
I  general's  puitin):  hiat  upon  soim;  vi-ry  hazardous  piece  of  aer* 
[vice,  namely, he  would  suy,  (as  thi?  moralist  expreiMes  his  aenaa 
I  Idt  hira )  tmperator  de  me  non  male  meruit,  sed  beitc  judicatHl, 
'  gmural  hath  not  deserved  ill  of  me,  l»U  it  appears  ke  judged 
Sen.  It  sliould  be  counted  all  joy  to  fait  into  such  trials ; 
lam.  1.  'i-  that  is,  when  they  become  our  lot  by  a  providential 
ilti^position,  not  by  a  rash  piveipitalion  of  ourselves.  And  as  it 
'  Lt  a  wicki-dncss  inconsistent  with  Christianity,  to  be  of  that  ha- 
Ibttual  temper,  to  choose  to  desert  such  a  cause  for  the  saving  of 
ttH*  ;  so  it  is  a  wcakne!>s  very  reproachful  lo  it,  to  lay  down  oou'a 
Mife  in  surli  a  cuiw  with  rcf.ret,  as  unwilling  in  this  kind  to  glorify 
,  hint  who  laid  down  hix  for  u.i.  We  are  no  more  to  die  to  our- 
Ivas,  than  lo  live  lo  ouiselvcn.  Our  Lurd  Jesus  bath  |>ur- 
rshaaed  to  himself  a  ilninininn  nvci  both  stales,  of  ilxr  living  and 
lead,  and  whether  we  live  we  mu»t  live  to  him,  or  die^  we  muat 
lie  to  him.  Knm.  It.  S.  It  ia  the  gloiy  of  a  christian  lo  live  ao 
VOL.   t.  II 
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mud)  abovft   the  world,  iImI  nolhing  iii  it  inaj   rnAc  liim  »i 
fond  of  life,  or  we^ary  of  it. 

Sccoiidly.  There  are  olhen  who  are  (at  tcut)  indifierent 
OAfvlcsfl  iiow  soon  the]'  die,  out  of  either  ii  \(oiti«  than  pii);aiiiiib 
iolulelity,  disbelieving  Ibe  eoncernineiit^  of  another  world ;  or 
a  brutisb  stupidity,  not  apprelitniliiig  them  ;  or  agroM  conceited 
icnorance,  roiaundorstanding  terras  of  the  gospel,  aod  ibinking 
tnemselves  to  be  in  a  good  condilion,  as  to  eternity,  whea 
ease  is  much  olherwine  nith  them.  Take  heed  thy  »-illingn< 
to  die  be  from  no  euch  inducements,  but  a  mere  desire  of  bei 
with  God  and  ol'  atlniningthis  perfection  and  blessednew,  vrhi< 
he  hath  engagi-d  ihoc  in  the  pursuit  and  cxpertalion  of,  and 
■hen,  having  made  sure  it  be  right  aa  to  the  nst  and  principle. 

[3.  J  Be  careful  it  be  not  undue  in  point  of  degree  ;  that  is, 
(lotd  intermittent  vellcily  is  too  little  on  the  one  hand,  and  a 
emptory,  precipitant  hastinetis  is  too  much  on  ihe  other.  Tl 
middle  and  desirable  temper  here  is  a  eomptacential  submiwii 
lo  the  divine  will  in  that  alTair,  with  a  prepondering  inclination 
on  our  part,  towai-ds  our  eternal  home,  if  (he  Lord  see  ^od. 
For  we  nave  two  things  to  attend  in  this  busine^^,  and  by  whieh 
our  sprits  may  be  swayed  this  way  or  that,  that  is  the  goodness 
of  the  object  to  be  chosen,  and  the  will  of  God  which  m 
l^ide  and  over-nile  our  choice  ;  (he  former  whereof  we 
permitted  to  eye  in  suhonlinaiion  to  the  lallor  and  not  olherwi: 
Now  our  apprehension  of  the  desirablenes-H  and  inirinvic  good- 
ness of  the  object  ought  to  be  such,  ( ive  arc  infideU  else,  if  we 
have  mil  that  areounl  of  it,)  th.it  nothing  we  can  eye  under  (lit 
notion  of  a  good  to  us,  may  be  reckoned  so  eligible  ns  that, 
namely,  out  final  and  complete  blessedness  in  the  other  worl 
which  beeause  ^ve  know  we  cannot  enjoy  without  dying,  d 
also  must  be  judged  more  eligible  than  life,  that  is,  our  ble: 
ness  must  be  judged  eligible  for  itself,  and  death  as  requisite 
make  it  present.  So  that  the  enltrc  object  wc  are  discoursi 
of  being  present  blesMilness,  eun»idcr  it  in  comparison  with  ai 
thing  else,  that  can  be  looked  upon  by  ug  as  a  good  which 
oar«elvcs  arc  lo  enjoy,  it  ought  lo  be  preferred  and  chosen 
of  hand,  inasmuch  as  nothing  can  be  »o  great  a  present  good 
u9,  as  that.  Aitd  this  ought  lo  be  the  proper  habitual  inclinali' 
of  our  spirits,  their  constant  frame  and  tient,  a^  Ibey  respect 
only  our  intercHl  and  welfare.  But  considering  God's  oomiaii 
over  u«,  and  inlerejit  in  our  lives  and  beings,  and  that  as  well 
genuily  as  necessity  binds  us  lo  be  subject  to  bis  pleasure, 
sibould  herein  patiently  suifer  ourselves  lo  be  over-ruled  the 
by,  and  not  so  abstractly  mind  our  own  interest  and  eontentmei 
in  this  matter,  as  if  ne  were  altogether  our  own,  and  had 
Lord  over  us.  Plato  (In  Phard.  Vid.  ct  Plotin.)  who  abouo 
is  discourses  of  the  desirableness  of  dying,  sod  of  the  bl 
eliiiig*  it  makes  with  them,  that  are  good,  yet  hath  ihu  apt 
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|treMiofi  of  ihc  subjection  we  ovfiht  to  \>t  In  to  lh«  divine  plea- 
sura  as  to  ihit  matter,*^'  J^-wj'V  Encnd.  I.  "Tliai  the  »oiiH<iin 
the  boAy  as  noldicM  in  a  garrison,  Ironi  whence  lliey  niajr 
not  vritliilr:<w  tlicmselvea  without  hLi  order  and  direction 
vbo  pinned  ihoin  ihttre:  and  expoAliilalea  thui),  "  If  (saith  he) 
•  sUvc  of  yourH  should  destroy  his  own  life  without  your  con- 
tnt,  womM  you  not  be  displeaaed  ;  and  if  there  bad  been  any 
place  left  for  revenge,  been  apt  enough  for  that  too?  So  he 
liringH  in  Sotrtates  discouisiti); ;  and  diiK-overs  himscir  herein  lo 

Jiuve  had  more  li^bl  in  this  matter,  tourbin^  that  Hubordinate  in* 

'teresl  only  men  have  in  llii-ir  own    lives,  and  the  iinUiwfulnOMS  of 

•oelT-tuurdcr,  (as  he  linii  in  ntbcr  thin)^  too,)  than  moiil  hvalh*na 
of  iho  raoro  refinoti  wet  evir  arrived  to. 

[■  '  If  ihrrcfaie  God  would  pve  uh  le^ve  to  die,  we  should  upon 
Dur  own  ai'count  l>c  mutrb  more  inclined  to  cho4>f.c  it ;  but,  while 
bo  thinkfl  111  to  h»v(>  it  dti'erred.  should  viold  to  his  wilt  with  an 
inrepinin|£  subniisMion.     Only  it  ou^bt  not  to  rebl  M  all  on  oar 

:<[Kirt,  or  thai  »s  to  our&elves   wo  find  any  ibiiiic  inor?  grateful  lo 
l,U9  iti  this  world,  tiiat   we   are   wilting  to  elay  a  day  longer  in  it. 

^That  for  qur  own  aakes  wt-  should  afl'ect  a  continuance  here, 
rould   atxuc  a  lerrenc,  sordid  spirit.     But  then  sueh  should  be 

Kouf  dutiful  titial  luvu  to  iIk-  Falhvr  of  our  spirits,  that  in  pure 

.dcvotfdnrss   lo  bis  interests,  wc  would  be  content  to  dwell  (if 

'  he  woulil  have  il  so)  a  Methuselah's  a^-v  in  an  <-nrlh1y  labcniacte 
tor  hiv  sx^ivien:  that  is,  that  wt;  may  help  to  preserve  hts  me- 

hraorial  in  a  lapsed  world,  (over-nm  with  atticism  and  ignorance 
>f  its  Maker,)  and  win  bini  hearts  and  love  (lo  our  uttermost) 
MDoni;  his  a|>ostate,  disloyal  creatures;  and  in  our  eapacilies  ba 

'  helpful  to  (he  encouragement  ol*  siu'h   as  he  continues  in  (he 

■world    fur  (ho   Enmc  purpo«.'s.     This  is  tho  very  temper   the 
lie  expresses  when  in  tlint  strait.     I'hil.  1.  'iS,     Which  way 

)fA9  poise  of  his  own  Npirits  inclined  hint,  in  the  consideration  of 
his  own  interest,  and  wbut  was  simply  more  eli)(iblc  to  him,  be 

EoxprcSiSes  with  hi|tb  empiia»i»;  To  be  with  Christ,  sni(h  he,  is 
>re,  more  desirable  to  he,  (for  there  are  two  eomparativcs  in 

bfbe  Greek  text, }  and  therefore  he  professes  bis  own  desire  in  or* 
jer  thereto,  to  be  di9M>lved;  but  that  private  desire  was  not  so 
Ifiercniptorr  and  absolute,  but  he  could  make  it  yield  and  f^ve 
pplare  to  his  duly  towjirds  (>od  and  his  church,  as  il  follows.  So 
\-wo  know  it  is  possible,  that  respects  lo  a  friend  may  orer-sway  a 

linan's  own  particular  inclination ;  and  the  inclination  remain 
aotwithslamlinj;,  but  is  subdued  only  ;  otherwise,  had  any  re«- 
■on  or  argument  that  did  respect  myself  persuaded  mc  to  change 

fit,  I  sliould  liien  foHow  but  my  otvn  proper  inclination  »lill,  and 

(so  my  friend  hath  noihini;  (o  thank  me  for. 

So  it  ought  (0  be  with  us  here.     Our  inclination  should  pre- 
l*f)onderate  lowaids  a  present  change  of  our  state ;  only  our  dt- 
votediiess  to  his  interest  and  pleasure,  whofe  we  are,  should  ««• 
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Biljr  oTcr-rul«  i(.     This  is  (he  lovely  (emfMr  of  a  gr&eious  Bpii 
as  lo  this  thing,  Ihkt  to  ilic  might  be  our  choice,  and  to  live 
iha  mean  lime  subinJttod  to  as  our  duty.     As  >it  ingenuous 
whom   his  lather  h;ilh  (-mpiove^l  abroad  in  a  f<»reign  count: 
though  duly  did  hind  him  I'htrcKuilr  therein  to  comply  with 
fnthor'«  will,  and  th(!  iicte^ity  of  hi.iafl'airs;  yet,  when  lii»  tat\ 
cr  shall  .lignify  to  him,  thni  now  he  undei^taods  no  iieeessitjr  of 
his  longer  oon(inuar)c«  there,  and  llierefnre  he  may  if  be  pJ 
return,  hut  he  sliatl  have  leave  lo  follow  his  own  inoUoalion 
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ts  not  hold  lo  conjecture,  that  the  desire  of  scein);  a  father's 
would  soon  determine  the  choice  of  such  a  mou  lliat  way.  But 
liow  remote  are  (he  gcnnraliiy  of  them  thai  prorcss  thi^'mselves 
Uod's  ehildten  from  (hat  pious  inficnuity  !  Wu  have  lak<.'ii  rnoj 
in  the  earth,  and  forgotten  our  heavenly  originals  and  allianci 
We  are  as  inhnhitants  here,  not  pilgrims;  hardly  pcibuaded 
entertain  with  any  pnlience  the  thoughts  of  leaving  our  pli 
on  enrth;  which  yet,  do  we  what  we  t-an,  shall  slmrtly  know 
no  more.  In  short  then:  that  vile  temper  of  spirit,  against 
which!  profcsfiedly  hend  myself  in  the  I'nllowing  d)»«ourse, 
whet)  men,  not  out  of  any  sense  of  duly  towards  Ho^,  or  soli 
tude  for  their  own  »ou)&.  but  a  mere  sordid  love  to  the  body,  a 
affixodness  of  heait  lo  the  eaith  and  terrene  things,  cannot 
dure  (he  thoughts  of  dying.  And  lliai  wliich  I  persuade  to 
that  having  Ine  (rue  protipcrt  of  the  future  blcssednets  bcforf 
our  eyes,  and  our  hearts  po»M'»iHed  with  the  comfortabte  hoite  of 
altaininfr  to  it,  we  shake  olT  our  earthly  inclinaiion^,  iind  ejqii 
with  desire  and  joy  the  time  of  our  dismi^Mou  hence,  thai 
may  enjoy  it ;  which  is  the  design  of  what  was  prom>Be<l  in 
next  place,  namely, 

(3.)  The  inforcement  of  this  instruction.  Suffer  we  the 
fore  ourselves  to  be  reasoned  with  about  this  matter;  and  let 
consider  whether  we  can  in  good  earnest  think  such  an  ave: 
lion,  as  we  discover,  to  our  blessed  translation  hence,  an  exru 
hie,  •  toleinble  temper;  or  whether  it  be  not  highly  reasonab 
that  wc  should  entertain  the  thoughts,  nl  least,  with  more  coi 
(ant  and  palionrc  (if  not  with  more  fervent  desire)  of  our  d 
•{Mrture  hence  and  inlmduetton  into  ihnl  other  stale.  Let 
demand  of  thee,  dost  thou  thud  reffi^t  the  thnutchls  of  death,  as' 
being  unwilling  to  die  at  all,  or  as  being  unwilling  to  die  as  yet? 
Is  it  the  tiling  itself,  or  only  the  circuniManre  of  lime  Ihnl  th 
excepiesi  a^inst  ?  It  is  likely  thou  wilt  say  that  which  will  se 
more  [dausible,  and  so  fix  only  on  the  latter  ;  and  that  thou 
not  proless  to  desire  an  eternity  on  earth,  but  only  moie  li 
Well,  let  that  for  the  present  be  supposed,  as  it  is  a  more  mode: 
»o  lo  be  n  true  iircoiint  of  thy  diisirc»:  yet  what  is  the  reason 
this  moderniiun  with  thee  herein  ;  and  that  thoti  so  limiti-si  th 
m\('  Is  it  thai  lliou  believetiitheblessedneMoflheolher  wit)  pi 
bMter  Ihji)  any  thing  thou  c^nsl  enjoy  here ;  and  that  Ihou 
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I  JDot  willing  eternally  to  l>e  dsprired  of  ^  But  dost  thou  not  ihulk 

L<il  ii  fioK>  belter  also  ^  And  whnt  can!it  thou  prtleixl,  why  what 

y.'is  HOW  the  best  end  most  desirable  good,  biiould   not  be  tu/m 

i-cfaosen  and  desired  out  of  hand  !  Ur  is  it    that   ihnu  thinkest  it 

jnbvconioB  iliee  to  cross  the  aupremc  will  of  liim  that  made  (hoc, 

L  who  h^ilh  determined,  that  all  men  once   shall  die  ?  And  then, 

libotv  knowiot  thou  but  he  hatli  also  determined  ennceming  ibee, 

that  thou  Khali  <lic  the  nent  day  or  h^ur }  and  it  is  only  a  present 

irilUngnoM  to  die,  in  aubordinalion  to  the  divine  will,  or  upon 

lujifiosilion  of  it,  tboa  art  persuaded  to.     Why,  ad  thou  not 

fraid,  lest  thy  prcMnt  iinwillingnoM  stiould  crot>s  his  present 

twill  >  Dost  thou  not  Ihinlc  that  Mivereign  power  i#  iis  iniliicient 

to  determine  of  ihe  circumMance,  a*  the  thing  itflclf-'  And  art 

fthou  ttot  ashamed  to  pretend  an  agreement  with  God  about  the 

thing  itself,  and  yet  ditler  with  him  about  a  circumslRi\ce  ?  Shall 

that  ha  a  ground  of  quarrel  between  him  and  ihee .' 

but  whde  (hou  only  profcssesl  that  more  modest  desire  of 
ro  lime  in  the  world,  what  sccuHly  eansl  Ihou  give,  thai  when 
that  desire  hnth  been  liberally  gialifit-d,  it  shall  bu  at  length  laid 
]nwn,  and  liiniullunle  no  more  ?  What  bounds  will  ihou  fix  to  il, 
ihicb  ihou  dan^M  undertake  il  shall  not  pass  ^  Art  tbou  sure, 
when  thuu  shalt  have  lain  at  the  world's  breast  ten  or  twenty 
rears  longer,  ihou  wilt  then  imagine  thyself  to  have  drawn  it 
Iry ;  ot  that  then  ihou  Hhall  begin  Id  nauik-nto  iht:  world  and 
rish  for  heaven  r  Or  bast  tbou  not  reason  from  thy  former  ex- 
crieocc  to  suspect,  that  ihe  longer  ihou  dwellcst  on  eailh,  the 
aoro  terrene  tbou  wilt  grow;  and  that  if  tbou  be  indisposed  to 
ive  it  thiji  day  or  yoar,  tliou  wilt  be  more  so  the  noxt ;  and  so 
thy  desire  become  boundlctts  and  infinile,  which  is  1o  desire  to  be 
liera  always,  the  thing  which  thou  sccinedst  so  unwilling  to  own  ? 
Ind  if  tlial  prove  nt  hut  the  true  »tali-  of  ihy  tase,  art  ihou  then 
.  diriatian,  or  art  thou  a  man,  (hat  thou  liarborest  in  ihy  breast 
irreligious  and  iiralional,  yea,  so  sordid  a  wish  ?  What '  widi 
ernally  to  be  alfixed  to  a  clod  of  earlh  ?  Is  that  at  length  be* 
Boine  thy  God  f  Or  wilt  tbou  say,  he  is  thy  (iod  whom  ihou  nev* 
tr  destresl  to  enjoy  ?  Or  that  thou  hast  already  enough  of  hini, 
bnt  not  of  the  world,  and  yet  that  he  is  thy  God  ;  Or  wouldst 
liou  overliini  the  laws  of  naturei  and  subvert  the  most  sacred 
iivinc  eonsiilulions,  abortive  the  designs  of  oicrnnl  winlom  and 
lore,  evacuate  and  nullify  the  great  achievements  of  thy  merci- 
and  mighty  Redeemer,  only  to  gratify  a  seDvunl,  brutish  hu- 
•i  But  evident  it  is,  thou  dost  only  in  vain  disquiet  thyself, 
boa  canst  ool  disturb  the  settled  order  of  things.  Kiernal  laws 
Ire  not  repi'aliibic  by  a  fund  wish.  Thuu  seltesl  that  dreadlul 
thing,  deat/i,  at  nothing  ibe  further  distance,  by  thine  abhorrency 
>f  il.  It  will  overtake  ibee  whether  tbou  wilt  or  ito ;  and  me- 
ihinks  thine  own  reason  thould  instruct  thee  to  attemper  and 
r^tm  thyself  Ui  what  thou  canst  not  avoid,  and  possess  thee  with 
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be 


Ihal  discreet 

wbilh«r  thou  wi11,um1 

rebolliou»  and  rpfuBc,  I 


What  we  rnnitoi  clcclinr,  it 


sucb   tbougbt«   aod   dCAJres   as   tbw 

( Ep!c(et. )  "  Lend  me,  0  God,  (fttitl 

I  will  follow  Ibee  williugly  ;  but  il*  1 

ahall  fulluw  thee  notwilliMandtrif;." 

is  better  to  b^ar  willingly,  than  wtlh  a  reject,  (bat  shall  l>e  both 

vatii  and  nQliciive. 

And  what  bast  thou  bitherlo  met  with  io  the  world,  <hal 
fthould  90  highly  endear  it  to  thee  ?  Examine  and  search  more 
narrowly  into  thy  earthly  comrorts ;  what  is  there  in  then  to 
make  them  twir-dcsirablc,  or  to  b«  so  for  their  own  sakes  ?  What 
is  it  to  have  thy  llofrb  iiitltiltivd  nnd  pluMcd  r  to  have  thy  »pn*e 
gratified  }  Ihy  fancy  tickled  .'  What  mu  ^oal  good,  worthy  of  an 
immortal,  rca.sonablc  spirit,  can.st  ihoti  find  in  meats  and  drinkr 
in  full  barns  and  coiTers,  in  vulgar  fame  and  apj>lau»e,  tliat  shoi 
render  these  things  desirable  for  lheins«lves  ?  And  if  there  w 
any  real  felicity  in  these  things  for  (he  present,  whilst  thou 
permitted  to  enjoy  tbcni,  yet  do&t  thou  not  know  ibat  what  th 
eiijoyest  to  day  thou  niayrt  lose  lo-inorrow,  and  that  such  otb 
lintbotlght  of  GviU  may  hef^ill  thee,  as  may  infuse  a  hitlernei« 
to  all  tliou  enjoyrti'l,  which  cau>e!i  immediately  the  enjoyment 
ceaw,  while  the  things  themselves  remain,  and  will  be  equal 
a  loul  loe8  of  all  ?  And  thus  (as  the  moralist  injccntously  Hpni 
Sen.  de  brev.  Tit.)  <'  thou  wilt  conliDiiully  need  another  happi- 
ness to  defend  the  former,  and  new  winhoH  must  still  he  made  on 
(he  behalf  of  those  which  have  already  aurri^i-ded.  But  eanst 
thou  indeed  think  it  worth  the  white,  thai  the  Maker  of  tlie  u 
verse  should  create  a  Auul,  and  send  tl  down  into  the  world 
purpose  to  superintend  these  trivial  affairs,  to  keep  alive  a  » 
piece  of  wcll-figurvd  earth  while  it  eats  and  drinks,  to  move 
to  and  fro  in  chase  of  shadows,  to  hold  it  up  while  othera  b 
the  knee  and  do  it  homage,  if  it  bad  not  itome  hijEber  work 
mind  in  reference  lo  another  slate?  Art  tlwu  contented  to  live 
ioni;  in  the  world  to  such  purposes.'  What  low  wortblcM  xpint 
is  this,  that  had  rather  be  ho  employed  than  in  the  visions  of  hi 
Maker's  faee  ;  Ibat  chooses  thus  lo  entertain  itself  on  earth, 
ihcr  than  partake  the  effusions  of  divine  glory  ubore  ;  (hat  h 
rather  creep  with  worms  than  soar  with  angels :  associate  wli 
brutes  than  with  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect  r  Who  can 
solve  (he  phu-nomenoii,  or  give  a  rational  account  why  there 
should  be  such  a  creature  as  man  upon  ihe  carlh,  abstracting 
from  the  hopes  o(  another  world  ?  Who  can  think  i(  the  effect  of 
an  infinite  wisdom  ;  or  account  it  a  more  worthy  design,  than  (he 
representing  of  such  a  scene  of  actions  and  affairs  by  puppets  on 
a  alage  ?  For  my  part,  upon  tlie  sinclcst  in<)uii-y,  I  see  nothing  in 
the  Ufe  of  man  upon  earth,  that  should  render  it,  for  itself, 
the  matter  of  a  rational  election  (supposing  (he  free  option 
en  bim  in  the  first  moment  of  his  being)  than  presently  again 
cease  to  be  the  next  moment. 
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Ve«,  ukI  U  there  not  citouj^b  oliriou*  in  pverj  man'a  espcri- 
^•ncc,  to  incline  him  rnlher  to  the  contnry  choice  :  and  suppos- 
III));  a  future  bleM«<)ne.iH  in  another  worM,  to  make  him  paMJon- 

ftiel^  tlesiroun  (with  subniinsion  to  (he  divine  pleasure)  of  a 
|.i(>eed)-  dismission  into  it  ?  Do  not  the  burdens  that  preits  us  in 
^tbis  earthly  tabernacle  teach  our  rerv  sense,  and  urge  oppressed 
rnalures  into  involuntary  |;roans,  while  as  yet  our  consideration 

dotb  not  intervene  ?  And  if  we  do  consider,  Is  not  every  thought 
it  sliDf;,  making  a  much  deeper  imprcHHton  than  what  only  touch' 
|e(b  our  flcHh  and  bones  ^  Who  can  reflect  ujwn  bis  present  stale 
[•ntl  nut  pTC»vntly  be  in  pangs  ?  The  troiibk-»  that  follow  hunian- 
tlty  arc  many  and  jip'cut,  those  that  follow  ('hrtMianity  more  nu- 
Imerouiaud  {t^-icrous.  The  sicknei^,  t>ai>is,  lovscs,  disappoint- 
inenls,  and  whatsoever  amieiions  that  are  in  the  apostle's  lan- 

Sua^,  human,  or  common  to  men,  ( 1  Cor.  10.  13.)  (on  are  nil 
le  external  suBeiin^s  of  christians,  in  nature  and  kind,  though 
bey    are  liable  to    iheni  upon  an  account  peculiar   to  them' 
llelves,  which  there  the  apostle  intimates,)  are  none  of  our  great' 
IM  evils;  yet  even  upon  the  account  of  them,  have  we  any  rea- 
an  to  b«  so  much  in  love  with  so  unkind  a  world  ?  la  it  not 
■Dge,  our  very  bridewell  should  be  such  a  heaven  to  us  ?  But 
things  arc  little  considerable  in  comparison  of  the  more 
riUlkl  grievances  of  christians,  ns  such  ;  Ihat  is,  those  (hat  af- 
et  our  soulit  while  wc  are  (under  the  cnn«luct  of  Christ)  de- 
ligning  for  a  ble».ted  eternity ;  if  we  indeed  make  that  our  busi- 
Dess,  ami  do  seHnunly  intend  our  spirits  in  order  thereto.     The 
rkness  of  our  beclouded  mindK ;  the  glimmering,  ineffectual 
ebension  we  have  of  the  roost  important  things ;  the  incon- 
Mstency  of  our  shattered  thouRhtH,  when  we  woiild  apply  them 
|lo  spiritual   objects;  (he  ^reat  diflicutly  of  working  off  an  ill 
'  aiae  of  heart,  and  the  no  less  didiciitty  of  retaining  a  good: 
iir  being  so  frequently  tossed  as  between  heaven  and  hell : 
twhen  we  sometimes  think  ourselves  to  have  even  nltained  and 
liope  to  descend  no  more,  and  are  all  on  a  sudden  plunged  in  the 
liteb,  so  as  that  our  own  clothes  might  abhor  us  ;  fall  so  low  into 
I  eartldy  temper,  that  we  can  like  nothing  heavenly  or  divine, 
ind  becauM  we  cannot,  arc  enforced  justly  most  of  all  to  dislike 
[ourselves  !  are  thc<<c  things  little  with  us  ^  llow  can  we  forbear 
Jto  cry  out  of  the  depths,  to  (he  Father  of  our  spirits,  Ihat  he 
|would  pity  and  relieve  his  own  offspring  r  Vca,  are  wc  not  wea- 
of  our  crying ;  and  yet  more  weary  of  holding  in  *  How  do 
spelled  temptations  return  again,  and  vant^nisbed  corruptions 
}v«rstrcnKlb  !  Wc  know  not  when  our  work  is  done.     Wo 
minernblc  that  wc  need  to  Iw  always  watching,  and  more  mts- 
l>lc  that  we  cannot  watch,  but  are  so  often  surprised  and  nver- 
ae  of  evil.     Wc  say  sometimes  with  ourselves,  we  will  seek 
lief  in  retirement ;  but  we  cimnol  retire  from  ourselves ;  or  in 
Dnvenie  with  godly  friends,  but  they  soraetines  piove  snaret  Id 
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US  and  w«  lu  litem,  ur  we  hear  but  our  uwii  inifterics  re|>eutei) 
their  coni|tlai»ta.     WouUl  we  pny  ?  How  faiat  is  tlie  brMlb  wc 
uller  ?  How  long  ia  it  b«fore  we  can  get  our  souls  possessed  with 
any  bccoiniiij;  n|i|>rehei).sions  of  God,  or  livel)*  oense  of  our  own 
concerninents  ?  Would  we  meditate  ?  We  soiiieiimea  go  about 
coin)N)«e  our  tlioughls,  but  we  may  as  well  a«sa>  to  hold  the  wiD< 
in  our  G»l.     If  we  yeniure  forth  into  the   world,  how  do  oiUT 
»eQSee  betray  usr  how  are  we   mocked  with  their  impostucea? 
Their  nearer  objects  beeomo  with  us  the  odIj'  realitiea,  and 
eternal  thin^  arc  all  vanished  into  airy  shadows.     Reason  and 
faith  are  laid  asleep,  and  our  sense  dictates  to  tis  what  we  ate  to 
believe  and  do,  as  if  it  were  our  only  ^nide  and  lord.     And  what 
are  we  not  yet  weary  :  U  it  teasunab^e  to  continue  in  this  state 
of  our  own  choice  ?  Is  misery  become  so  natural  to  iis,  so  much 
our  clement  tliat  we  cannot  affect  to  live  out  of  it  ?  Is  the  darii* 
ness  and  dirt  of  a  dungeon  more  grateful  to  us  than  a  free  open 
air  and  sun  t  Is  this  Hesh  of  ours  so  lovely  a  thing,  that  wc  hnd 
rather  suffer  so  many  deaths  in  it,  than  one  in  putting  it  otT  and 
mortality  with  it  ^  White  we  carry  it  about  us,  our  souls  impart 
n  kind  of  life  to  it,  and  it  ^ives  them  death  in  exchange.     Why 
do  we  not  rry  out  more  feelingly,  "  O  wretched  man  that  I  am, 
who  shall  deliver  me  from  thii)  body  of  death  ?"  Is  it  not  griev- 
ous to  us  to  have  so  cumhetsome  a  yoke-fellow,  to  be  tied  ( as 
Mezentius  is  said  to  have  done)  the  living  and  the  dead  togeth- 
er ?     Do  we  not  find  (be  distempers  of  our  sfHrils  are  inontly  from 
tliese  bodies  we  are  xo  in  love  with,  either  as  the  proper  springs 
or  as  the  occasion  of  ihem .'    From  what  cause  is  our  drowsy 
sloth,  our  eager  passions,  our  aversion  to  spiritual  objects,  hut, 
from  this  impure  flesh ;  or  what  else  ia  the  subject  about  which 
our  vexatious  cares,  or  torturing  fears,  our  bitter  griefs  are  Ukeo 
up  day  by  day  ? 

Am)  why  do  not  we  consider,  that  it  is  oidy  our  love  to 
that  gives  strength  and  vigor  to  the  mo4t  of  our  tcmplatioM, 
wherein  it  is  most  immediately  concerned,  and  which  mal 
them  so  often  victorious,  and  tbenee  to  become  our  after-alSic- 
lions?  He  that  hath  learned  to  mortify  tlte  inordinate  love  of 
Utc  body,  will  he  make  it  the  business  of  his  life  to  purvey  (ot- 
it  ?  Will  he  offer  violence  to  his  own  soul,  to  secure  i(  fion* 
violence  ?  Will  he  comply  with  men's  lusts  and  humors  lor  its 
advantage  and  accorammlation  :  or  yield  himself  to  ihc  tyranny 
of  his  own  avarice  for  its  future,  or  of  his  more  »cn»ual  lu8t$  for 
its  present  content?  Will  it  not  rather  he  pleasing  to  him,  thai 
his  outward  man  l>e  exposed  to  perish,  while  his  inwanl  luan  14 
renewed  day  by  day  .'  lie  to  whom  the  thoughts  are  graleAll 
of  laying  it  down,  will  not  ( though  he  neglect  not  duty  towards 
it)  qwnd  his  days  in  ils  continual  service,  and  make  his  Mmi  a 
hetl  by  a  continual  provision  for  the  llesh  and  the  lusts  of  ii, 
M  ioruffl  lyve  Ibiit  jl»U  SRslaye  a   man,  and  subjeci 
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rile  And  ignoble  n  servitude.  And  it  diwovon  n  anrtUd  tem- 
per to  be  BO  im|M>ti<-d  upon  How  low  Arc  our  aplrils  Munk,  ihal 
we  disdain  not  mt  Iimc  a  viiitMln^ct  (tod  and  nature  have  obli- 
ged ua  lo  livi'  in  bndict  for  n  limp,  but  ib^y  hav«  not  obliged  as 
to  measure  ourst^lve^  b^r  them,  to  conlineoiif  desires  and  designs 
to  their  compass,  lo  look  no  litriber  tbaii  Iheir  conreminents,  to 
oolertain  no  previous  joyfl  in  the  hope  of  being  one  day  deliver- 
ed trom  Ihem.  No  aucb  hard  law  is  bid  upon  us.  But  bow  apt 
are  wo  to  become  herein  a  most  oppicsMve  Inw  to  ourselves; 
and  not  only  lo  lodge  in  fillhy,  earthcni  cottages,  but  to  lore 
th«in  and  confine  ourHclvos  to  them,  loth  so  much  as  to  peep 
out.  It  ia  the  apt  exprcittjon  of  n  philosopher,  upbraiding  (hat 
bam,  low  temper,  'H  ii  w*x^  ■4^''  "ftf-^-TM^*^  i*  aufuin,  Cf  if«trw 
mM(  lA:  pu>4w,  ^iXfi  rW  qsjXtn,  tie.  the  degeneroas  aotit  buried  in 
the  hodfi,  it  as  a  xtothfu!,  erefpins;  thing,  that  loves  Hm  htde  and 
i»  loth  to  come  forth.     %l3x.  Tyr.  Diss.  'II. 

And  melhioks,  if  we  have  no  love  foi  our  bolter  and  more  no- 
ble Keif,  wi-  should  not  he  alloeelher  unapprehensive  of  an  ob- 
lif^lion  upon  us,  to  express  a  dultfiil  love  to  the  .Author  of  our 
baiagt;  doth  it  eon^ist  with  the  love  we  owe  to  him,  lo  desire 
almja  to  lurk  in  the  dark,  and  never  tn  come  into  his  blessed 
pretence  ?  Is  that  our  love,  that  we  never  care  to  come  nigh 
bin?  Do  we  not  know,  that  while  we  are  present  in  (he  body, 
w«  ire  absent  from  the  LonI  ?  2  Cor.  5.  IJ,  8.  Should  we  not 
therefore  be  willing  rather  to  bo  present  with  the  Lord,  and  ab- 
aenl  from  the  body  f  Should  wo  nut  put  on  a  confidence,  a  hnty 
fortitude,  (as  it  is  there  expressed,  we  are  confident,  or  of  good 
onura^,  and  thence,  willing:,  &e. )  that  might  carry  us  through 
the  ftravc  to  htm.  An  is  (he  brave  !ipeeeh  of  that  InM  mentioned 
phtlnaopher,  A(.>.lf  ii'{irai,  fiod  wilt  call  Ihrr  ere  long^  txprtt  his 
caU.  Old  ai;c  wilt  come  itpmi  tha,  and  sheio  thee  the  way  thi- 
ther;  and  dfoth,  which  he  that  is  poaaeaatid  tiHth  a  baae  /ear, 
tamenta  ami  dreads  as  H  draws  on,  htit  he  that  is  a  lover  of  God 
expscts  it  with  joif,  and  with  courage  meets  it  when  it  comes. 
&,c.  Item.  diss.  I.  Is  our  lore  to  Go^  so  faint  and  weak,  that  it 
daret  not  encounter  death,  nor  venture  upon  the  imaginary  ler- 
ron  of  the  erare  to  go  to  him .'  How  unsuil^ble  is  this  to  the 
character  which  is  given  of  a  saint's  love  ?  Cant.  S.  And  how 
expreaily  are  we  told,  that  he  who  loves  his  life  better  than 
Christ,  or  that  even  bates  it  not  for  hii  sake,  (as  ccrlaioly  he 
cannot  be  said  to  do,  that  is  not  willing  to  part  with  it  to  enjo^ 
btffl )  cannot  be  his  disciple  f  If  our  love  lo  Oorl  be  not  auprems 
it  is  none,  or  not  such  as  can  denominate  us  lovers  of  him  ;  and 
will  we  pretend  to  be  so,  when  we  love  a  putHd  flesh  and  this 
haaa  eatih  better  thnn  him  *  And  havti  we  not  professedly,  a5  a 
fruit  of  our  avowed  love  to  him,  surrendered  ourselves^  Are 
we  not  his  devoted  ones  ?  Will  we  be  his,  and  yet  our  own  ?  or 
pretend  ourselves  dedieaied  lo  his  holy  pleasure,  and  will  yet  be 
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al  our  own  ilisposal,  and  so  dispose  of  ouru-lvcs  loo,  »  llial 
muy  be  musi  ungrateful  to  him,  ami  tno«1  uncapaUc  of  codvc 
with  him  ?  Mom-  dolh  this  love  of  n  |>crishin|;  life  tnd  of  a  till 
luiiiialed  clay  t{o\>  hII  the  cfTusioits  of  ihc  tovc  of  Ood,  HUSf 
ila  sweet  and  pleasant  fruiitt,  which  »h»uUI  be  always  excHt 
Uieni»elvcs  lowaids  him  ?  Where  is  their  love,  obedience,  _ 
and  praise,  who  «■%  through  (he  fear  of  death  all  (heir  lives  sd 
jvGl  to  Iwndage,  and  kept  under  a  continual  dismal  espectadij 
of  Ml  unavoidable  dissolution  ?  But  must  the  ^rcat  God  lose  bis 
due  aeknonled^inents  because  we  will  not  understand  wbcroin 
he  deals  well  with  us  f  Is  his  mercy  therefore  no  m4;rcy .'  Aa 
we  cannot  nullify  his  truth  by  our  unbelief,  so  nor  his  ((OOilnMS 
by  our  discsteem.  But  yet  consider,  dolh  it  not  heller  beeonc 
lhc«  (o  be  m(cful  (ban  reptne  that  Go4  will  one  day  unbind 
thy  itotil  and  set  thee  free,  knock  off  thy  fetters  and  deliver  (hee 
out  of  (he  house  of  thy  bondafie;  couldsl  thou  upon  deliberate 
tboufthls  jud^e  it  tolerable,  should  he  doom  thee  to  (his  earth  for- 
ttvej" .'  ( as  the  ps^ati  emperor  and  philosopher  exeellcDtly  speaks 
M.  Aurel.  Ant.  dc  vit.  sua.  I.  12.  ««A  l>Ju(  i  oirM^  iXiiJC  He 
hath  Aouievtr  jwlgtd  otherunat,  who  is  the  author  both  oj  the 
Jkfal  eompomtion  of  fAjr  prt^nnl  being  and  now  of  Ike  dmohi* 
(ion  o/  it ;  Ihau  wert  lh«  cause  of  luiithtr,  therefore  depart  and 
be  thankful,  for  he  thai  dismiastth  thee  dealeth  kindli/  with  thee. 
If  yet  thou  underslandest  jt  not,  yet  remember,  it  is  thy  Katlier 
that  disposes  thus  of  thee.  How  unworthy  is  it  to  distrust  his 
love  ?  what  child  would  be  afraid  to  compose  itself  to  sleep  in 
the  parent's  boM>m^  It  expresaea  nolhing  of  (he  duty  aad  in- 
genuity, but  much  of  (he  fTowardoess  and  folly  of  a  child  :  they 
•Dinctimes  cry  vehemently  in  the  undrevsing  ;  but  xhould  their 
cries  be  regarded  by  the  most  indulgent  parent  ?  or  arc  they  Gt 
to  be  imitated  by  us ' 

We  have  no  excuse  for  this  our  frowardness.  The  blessed 
God  halb  told  oh  his  gracious  purposes  coneeniiog  us,  and  we 
are  capnble  of  understanding  him.  What  if  he  had  totally  bid- 
ilfn  from  us  our  future  Mate.'  aad  that  we  knew  nothing,  but 
of  going  into  an  eternal,  silent  darkness  ^  (he  aiilhority  of  a 
Creator  ought  to  have  awed  us  into  a  silent  submission.  But 
when  we  are  told  of  such  a  glory,  that  it  iH  hut  drawing  aside 
the  fleshly  vail  and  we  presently  t>chold  it,  mclhinks  the  blessed 
hour  should  be  expected  not  with  patienee  only,  but  with  ra- 
vishing joy.  Did  we  hear  of  a  country  in  this  worM,  where  we 
might  live  in  continual  felicity,  without  toil,  or  sickness,  or  pitf^ 
or  feai',  who  would  nol  wish  to  he  (here,  though  the  panage 
were  troublesome  ?  Have  we  m>(  heard  enough  of  heaven  to 
allure  us  thither.'  Or  is  the  eternal  truth,  of  suspected  credit 
with  us  ?  Are  God's  own  reports  of  (be  future  glory  unwoitby 
our  belief  or  regard  ?  How  many,  upon  (he  creilit  ol  his  word, 
are  gone  already  iriumphandy  into  ^ory.'  tlut  only  seeing 
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(trainiies  ufir  oil,  were  persuaded  of  them,  and  embnc«d  (hen  ; 
I'Utd  nvver   miter,  owncil  ihiMnsclvcs  uniler  any  other  notion  than 
>4rf  pilgrims  on  varth,  loncin;^  to  )>e  al  home  in  iheir  most  desira- 
t  bit,  heavenly  country-     Wc  arc  not  thi'  lirst  that  are  to  op«n 
\-  heavvn  ;  the  niHin  body  of  »umt8  in  already  there  ;  it  is  in  com- 
parison of  iheif  number,  but  a  Hcaltcring  rcainanl,  that  arc  imw 
alive  upon  the  earth.    How  should  we  long  to  be  astociatod  lo  that 
ri;loriouii  assembly  f     Methinks  we  sltoold  much  more  regret  oar 
inf  90  long  lett  b«hind. 

B<it  if  we  should  desire  still  to  be  ao,  why  may  not  all  others 
'M  wcH  M  w(r,  and  as   much   expect  lo  be  gratified  as  we  ?     And 
Ihrn  we  ahould  apw  in  dcstiiitf;,  that  our  Rcilcvmt-r's  triumph 
might  de  d«l(M*ri-d,  that  his  hotly   mij^ht  jct  remain  incomplete, 
thai  be  night  still  be  debarred  of  (he  lung  expected  fiuit  of  the 
"Inivaij  of  his  soul,  that  the  name  of  God  might  be  still  guhjoclod 
lo  the  blasphemy  and  re]>ro3ch  of  an  alhcislical  world,  uho  hnrc 
(«ll  ulong  said  with  derision,  Where  is  the  promise  of  his  coming  ? 
■  Would  we  have  all  his  designs  to  be  still  unfinished  ;  and  »o  the 
ligbty  whci-h  stand  still  for  us,  while  we  sport  ourselves  in  the 
lust  of  the  earth,  and  indulge  our  sensual  inclination,  which 
laro  thia  bold  desire  must  argue  to  he  very  predominant  in  us ; 
'  lake  heed  it  argue  not  its  habitual  provatency.     At  IcmI,  if 
diseover  not  our  present  ttcnstinlily,  it  diwovcn  our  former 
Joth  and  idleness.     It  may   be,  wc  miiy  excuse  our  arerscncss 
<  die  by  our  un])repnri?dnewi,  that  is,  oiie  fault  with  another  : 
though  that  be  hestd<r9  the  vime  I  am  speaking  of.     What  then 
i-c  been  doin^  all  this  while  }     What !  were  the  a6birs  of 
Ihy  smil  not  thought  of  till  now  ?     lake  then   ihy  reproof  Itom 
heathen,  ( Sen. )  that  it  may  convince  thee  the  mote,  "  No  one, 
uth  he,  divides  away  his  money  from  himself,  hut  yet  men  di- 
ride  away  their  very  life — lint  doth  it  not  shame  thee  (he  after 
■Jfl)  to  reserve  only  the  relics  of  thy  life  to  thytelf,  and  lo  de- 
ate  that  lime  only  lo  a  good  mind   which  thou  canst  employ 
no  other  thing  .'     How  late  is  it  lo  Itegin   to  live  when  we 
bottid  make  an  end  ;  and  defer  all  good  thoughts  to  such  an  age 
ijMMMbly  few  do  ever  reach  lo.     The  truth  is  (as  he  speaks) 
lare  not  htlle  time  but  we  lose  much,  we  have  time  enough 
*rero  il  well  employed,  therefore  we  cannot  say   we  receive  a 
abort  lil'v,  but  we  make  it  so,  we  are  not  indigent  of  lime  but 
prodigal :  what  a  pretty  contradiction  is  il  to  complain  of  the 
shortnesii  of  lime,  and  yet  do  what  wc  can  to  precipitate  its 
course ;  to  hasten  it  by  what  we  call  pastime  ?     Il  it  have  been 
so  with  thee,  art  ihou  to  Ik-  trusted  with  more  lime.'"     But  as 
iby  case  is,  I  nnnot  wonder  that  the  thoughts  of  death  he  most 
unwelcome  lo  tlice  ;  who  art  Ihou  that  thou  shouldst  dcMrc  the 
day  of  the  Lord  ?     I  can  only  say  lo  thee,  hR»ten  thy  prepara- 
tion, have  recourse  to  rule  second,  and  third,  and  accoidingly 
icuide  thyself  till  ihou  find  Ifay  spirit   made  more  MiitahJe  to  ihjs 
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blessedness ;  (tui  it  b««ouic  mroTy  and  gfAleful  lo  lb,v  soul, 
thy  heart  b«  set  u()on  il.     Hence  Ihou  majU  be  n-coaciled 
the  grave,  and   the  thoughts  of  death  may  cease  to  be  « ten 
to  chce.  _ 

And  when  thou  art  attained  bo  far,  coneider  thy  great  advin- 
lAge  ill  beiiig  niUing  and  desirous  lo  die  upon  Ibis  further  bc> 
eounl,  That  thv  desire  shall  now  be  pitched  upon  a  Ihtng  »o  cer- 
tain. Thine  other  desires  have  met  with  many  a  disappoinl- 
inent.  Thou  hast  set  thy  heart  upon  other  iMn^  tod  ihej 
have  deceived  thy  moNt  earnest,  thirsty  expcctalieos.  Oeatb 
will  not  do  so.  Thou  wilt  now  have  one  certain  hope ;  ooe 
thing  in  rcfereiic^e  vliereto  thou  may  nay,  "  I  am  sure."  Wait 
kwhdc,  this  |»cuceful  sleep  Mill  ^liorlly  seize  Ihj  body  and  awa- 
ken  thy  soul.  It  tvjil  calmly  period  all  thy  troubles,  and  bring 
thee  to  a  blessed  rest.  But  now,  if  only  the  mere  terror  wid 
gloomioess  of  dying,  trouble  thy  thoughts,  this  of  all  other  tetna* 
the  most  ineonsideniblc  preteuee  against  a  willing  surrender  of 
ourselves  lo  death.  Reason  hath  overcome  il,  natural  eouroge, 
yea,  Bome  mctiN  allic-isiu  ;  Shall  not  faith  ■  Are  we  iioi  ashamed 
loeonsider,  what  eonrideiice  and  desire  of  death  aomc  hcalh« 
have  expressed  .'  Some  that  have  had  no  pre-appivhension 
belief  of  another  stale  ( though  there  were  very  few  of  theii^ 
and  so  no  hope  of  a  consequent  blesscdoeM  to  relieve  them, 
hare  yet  thought  it  unreasonable  to  disgust  the  thotighls  of 
death.  Wlial  wouldsi  thou  think  if  Ihou  hadsl  nothing  but 
the  sophisms  of  such  to  upposi^  to  all  thy  disroal  thoughts.'  1 
have  met  with  one  arguing  thus,  (Kpicurusin  GaMond.  Synt.J 
"Death  which  is  accounted  the  most  dieadful  of  all  evils,  is 
nothing  to  us  (&ailh  be}  because  while  we  are  in  being,  death i^ 
not  yet  present,  sih)  when  death  is  present  we  are  not  in  heind^l 
•o  that  it  neither  concerns  us,  as  living,  nor  dead;  for  while  we 
are  alive  it  bath  not  touched  us,  when  we  are  dead  we  are  not. — 
Moreover  (saith  he)  the  ex<)ui»ilc  Icnowlcdge  of  this,  that  de«tb 
belongs  not  to  u»,  malcea  us  enjoy  this  muriid  life  with  comfort ; 
not  by  adding  any  thing  to  our  uncertain  lime,  but  by  taking 
away  the  desire  of  immortality."  Shall  they  comfort  themselves 
upon  so  wretched  a  ground,  with  a  little  sophistry,  and  the 
hope  of  extinguishing  all  desire  of  imroorlalily ;  and  aball  not 
we,  by  cherishing  this  blessed  hope  of  enjoying  shortly  an  iin- 
nortal  glory .'  ~ 

Others  of  them  iiave  spoken  magnificently  of  a  certain 
tempt  of  this  bodily  life,  and  a  not  only  not  fearing  but  desirji 
to  die,  upon  a  fixeil  apprehension  of  the  distinct  and  purer  ' 
mortal  nature  of  the  soul,  and  the  preconceived  hope  of  a 
sequent  fi-licily.     1  shall  set  down  some  of  their  words,  added  i? 
what  have  been  occasionally  mentioned,  (amongst  that  plenlifut 
Tuicly  wherewith  one  might  till  a  volume,]  purpo*ely  (o  sliaafl 
ibi  more  terrene  temper  of  many  ebriMuuUv.  ,  J 
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-*t3!b*-Mut  (mith  one  of  (hem* }  is  an  invi»ible  thing,  and  it 
goinx  into  anolbcr  pUce,  suilkblu  to  itself,  that  is  noble,  and  pure, 
and  Hiri«ible,  even  Into  liadev,  indeed,  lo  iho  good  and  wise  God, 
whilhi'r  also  oiv  wul  oliall  shorllv  go,  if  he  sec  good.  But  ibis 
{h«  HAitli  in  whiil  fullowH)  bclon^H  unlj- to  !iucb  n  m>uI  as  coes 
out  of  ihe  bod}'  (lurc,  that  draws  nolhiii);  rorpor<tal  alii»K  wilii  ■(> 
did  not  willin^^ly  commiinicaie  with  (he  bod}'  in  life,  but  did  vi'cn 
djr  from  it  and  gather  up  itself  into  itself,  always  meditating  (hi* 
one  thing.  A  soul  so  alicclcd,  shall  it  not  go  lo  somethinf;  likt 
ttAcIf,  divine,  ( n»d  what  i»  divine,  is  imnwrtal  and  wise,}  whith- 
er when  it  comes,  it  becomes  blessed,  frrv  from  error,  ignonnee, 
hars,  dikI  wild  or  enonnoua  lovea,  and  all  other  evils  incident  to 
nen." 

f  One  writing  (he  life  of  that  rare  person,  I'lotinus,  xay*.  That 
be  secjoed  as  if  he  were  in  some  sort  a&hamed  that  he  wo*  in 
body ;  which  { however  it  would  less  become  a  christian,  yet )  in 
one  that  know  nothing  of  an  incarnate  Redeemer,  it  discovered 
a  rofmed,  noble  spiiil.     The  same  person  speaks  alinos(  the  Un-  ' 

Sitact:  of  the  apo^ili;,  concerning  his  l>cing  wrapt  up  in(o  the 
lira  heaven,  and  lulls  of  such  an  alienation  of  the  soul  from  the 
body  :  '^  That  when  onco  ii  fiiidn  (iod  ( whom  he  had  before  b«en 
ipeaking  of  under  (he  name  of  the  n  *ii>^i  or  the  beauly)  »litn< 
ibg  in  upon  it,  it  now  no  longer  feels  its  body,  or  takes  notice  i 
of  its  being  in  the  body,  but  even  forgets  its  own  being,  that  it 
is  a  man,  or  a  living  creature,  or  any  thing  else  wha(»>ev-er,  for' 
it  is  not  at  ki«uro  to  mind  any  thing  else,  nor  doth  it  desire  to'] 
bo  :  yea,  and  having  »ough(  him  oul,  he  immediately  mce(fl  it ' 
prciieniing  itself  to  him.     It  only  views  him  ins(ead  of  i(*elf, — ' 
and  would  wit  now  ehange  its  state  for  any  thing,  not  if  ona 
could  give  it  (he  whole  heaven  in  exchange." 

"  And  elsewhere  di&cussing,  whether  life  in  the  body  be  goodi 
and  de&iiatile,  yea  or  no,  ho  concludes  it  to  b«i  good,  not  as  it  is  a  < 
union  of  ihe  soul  and  body,  but  as  it  may  have  (hat  virtue  an- 
nexed lo  it,  by  which  what  is  really  evil  may  he  kept  olT.     But 
y«t  that  dcalh  is  a  greater  good  :  that  Ufc  in  Ihe  body  is  in  itself  1 
evil;  but  (he  soul   is  by  virtue  s(aled  in  goodness ;  not  as  «n* 
livening  Ibo  body  with  which  i(  is  compounded,  but  as  it  seven ' 
•Dd  sejoins  ilaelf  from  it ;  meaning  so,  as  to  have  as  little  com- ' 
nunion  as  pouibly  it  can  wiih  it."     To  which  purpose  is  th«^ 


■PImo  in  Pti«donc  From  whom  I  ailjoin  what  (to  tliero  ihot  underttand  i|)  i 
Ii  morq  rlrnnt  in  hi*  own  tanpiagv,'<"  i3;ii  'uYnya»tarta  fiilXorta  'aniH  i 
fnritotfiii  OCX  'd^'i  tfiWaofOt  'uUa'  ii;  tfiloaai'/nriot.  Ibid,  -^n*^ 
M*  /pw'iwr.  If  you  iM  any  Olio  mvrwhahnact  with  Kncf  in  iIm  approach  of^ 
ilMilslMHDOtaplulowiihRr,  liutaUiTtTof  biaownliody. 

)  fUrpbyriiM.  riadaus  Eoend.  7.  UU  &  (vrbom  tliougb  a  Juti  adiairef  of ^ 
tm  Would  fain  have  men  teckou  to  hare  l>een  a  rhriMiin,  N'rnaiw  h^  writes  | 
aMWh  agPUBM  the  Pwudo-Cbrisiiaft  gno«ti>ni,  nothino;  ncainit  ohriMiMiiiy,  yet , 
il  appms  not  bo  em  made  praft^on  of  it.    tliuiail.  1.  U\x.  7.) 
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expression  of  nnothcr :  "  Thnt  the  Mtil  of  i  happy  man  so 
lecta  and  tfolher*  up  ilMlf  out  from  the.  body  vtt»\e  it  in  yet  cc 
talncd  in  it — and  that  it  was  poMtensed  of  thai  fortittide,  m  doI  i 
dread  its  departuiv  from  it."     Marin.  Pioclm. 

Anotlier  gives  this  character  of  a  good  man,  "  That  as  he  lii 
ed  in  simplicity,  tranquillity,  purity,  not  being  offended  at  nr_ 
that  thf^y  belicrcd  him  not  to  live  m>;  he  also  cooics  to  the  end 
of  bis  life,  pure,  quiet,  and  cnsy  to  b«  dlMolved,  disposing  htm^_, 
•elf  without  any  oonstrninl  to  his  lot."  iCXun;.  M.  Aur.  Anffll 
Aitothcr  is  brought  in  speaking  thus.  "  If  Cod  nhoutd  grant  me*  ' 
to  bcc^mn  a  child  again,  (Calo  in  Cicerone  de  Senpct.)  to  acnd 
forth  my  renewed  infant  criea  from  my  cradle,  and  having  t'.vtn 
run  out  my  race,  to  begin  it  again,  1  should  most  earnestly  re- 
fuse it;  for  what  pro6t  bath  this  life  ^  and  how  much  toll  * — Vet 
I  do  not  repent  that  i  have  lived,  becnusc  I  hope  that  I  have  not 
lived  in  vain.     And  now  f  go  out  of  this  life,  not  as  out  of  ray 
dwetling-honse,  but  my  inn.     O  bleased  day  !  whfn  I  Bball  enler 
into  thai  council  and  a.isemhly  of  souls,  and  depart  from  this  rude 
and  disorderly  rout  and  crew,  &c." 

I  shall  add  annlher,  (of  a  not  much  unlike  strain  and  rank, 
either  being  not  an  open,  Of  no  eonslant  friend  to  Chrialianilv 
that  discoursing  who  ia  the  heir  of  divine  things,  sailb, " 
caDDOl  he,  who  is  in  love  with  this  animal,  sensitive  tifA  ; 
only  that  purest  mind  that  i»  in»i)iri;d  from  above,  (hat  pnrtak 
of  a  hcavi-nly  and  divine  portion,  that  only  despises  ihc  body, 
tie."  with  raurh  more  of  like  imjMrt.  Philo,  .)uda-us. 

Yea,  ao  have  some  been  tranH)>»rlrd  with  Ihe  desire  of  ii 
mortality,  that  ( being  wholly  ignorant  of  the  sin  of  aelf-murdiT, 
they  could  not  forbear  doing  violence  on  themselves.     Am 
the  Indiana,  {Q.   Curt.  lib.  8.)  two  thousand  years  ago,  were 
sort  of  wisb  men,  as  they  were  called,  that  held  it  a  reproach 
die  of  age,  or  a  diseaso,  and  were  wont  to  burn  thcmsetves  *U 
thinking  the  finmec  were  polluted  if  they  came  amidst  them  deai 
The  »lorj'  of  '(Ileombrotus  is  famous,  who  hisuing  I'lalo  di 
eourM^  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  by  the  wa-atdc,  leapi 
from  him  into  the  eea,  that  he  might  presently  be  in  that  aUt 
And  it  ia  storied,  that  f  Nero  refused  to  put  Apotlonitia  to  death 
though  he  were  very  much  incensed  against  him,  only  upon  t 
apprehensions  he  had  thai  bo  was  very  desirous  to  die,  lieeau 
he  would  not  so  far  grnlify  him. 

I  only  make  this  improvement  of  all  (his ;  Christian  prinei 
pics  and  rulea,  do  neither  hurry  nor  mi.<guide  men,  hut  the  e 
(aa  we  have  it  revealed)  should  much  more  powerfully  and  co 
stantly  attract  us.  Nothing  is  more  unsuitable  to  ChrlHiaoJly  oi 


"  Gcer.  Qutrat,  Tuacul, 
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4M7f  B«'  lo  Uurf  bleiKdiien  llie  eotl  of  it,  llian  a  terrene  apirit. 
Thejp  lure  nothing  of  the  Irue  light  and  iin|)ress  of  the  goapcl' 
aowy  DOT  are   lh«y  ever  like  lo  altaiu  the  vision  of  the  blessed 
Ciwe  of  (iod,  and  (he  imptess  of  his  UkenesK  hereafter,  that  de> 
oite  it  not  above  all  things,  and  are  not  willing  to  quit  all  things! 
dae  for  it.     And  is  it  not  a  just  cxprobration  of  our  esrtJdinetf ' 
Uid  carnality,  if  mere  philosoph el's  and  pngans  should  eive  better 
proof  than  we  of  a  ttpirit  eiecled  above  die  world,  and  alicDstedl  J 
from  what  is  temponry  and  terrene  !  Shall  (heir  gentileism  out* ' 
vie  our  ChriMianity  ?  Ntethinkii  a   f^-ncrous  indignation  of  ttriv  ' 
reproach  sliotild  indaiue  our  aoub,  anil  eonlTtbutc  somewhat  to 
the  refining  «f  them  lo  a  b<;iler  and  more  spiritual  temper. 

Now  therefore,  U  all  you  thai  name  yourselves  \>y  that  woi^ 
Ihf  aanie  of  christians,  (hat  profess  (he  religion  taught  bjr  hina 
tkal  was  not  of  (he  earth,  earthly,  but  the  Lord  from  heaven  f 
fOfi  that  are  partakers  of  the  heavenly  calling,  consider  (he  grealt  I 
Afpostifi  and  iiigh-l'riest  of  your  profession,  who  only  took  our- 
Mrii  (hat  U'C  might  partake  of  his  Spirit,  bore  our  earthly,  that 
w*  might  bear  his  heavenly  imago,  descended  that  lie  might 
«auM  lu  to  ascend.  Seiiously  bi-ihiEik  you»elvcs  of  the  scop« 
and  end  of  his  afXMdiesliip  and  priesthood.  He  was  sent  out 
'frDDi  Uod  lo  invite  and  eonduct  you  lu  him,  to  bring  you  into  tb« 
communion  of  hiti  glory  and  blcs»edne!tH.  He  came  upon  a  mes- 
sage and  treaty  of  peace  :  to  di.icover  his  Father's  love  and  win 
yours :  lo  lei  you  know  tiow  kind  thougtils  t)ie  tiod  of  love  hai)  | 
conceived  lo  you-wards ;  and  that,  however  you  had  haled  him 
without  cause,  and  were  bent  to  do  so  without  end,  he  was  t>ol 
so  afrectcd  towards  you  :  (o  settle  a  fiiendship,  and  to  admit  yow 
to  the  participation  of  his  glory.  Xta,  he  came  to  give  an  in- 
•Unee,  and  exemplify,  to  the  world  in  hi»  own  person,  now  muclr  I 
of  beaven  he  could  make  lo  dwell  in  mortal  fle»h  ;  how  possibl» 
bttflould  reitder  it, to  live  In  this  world  as  unrelated  (u  it;  hoW 
gloriously  the  diviue  life  could  triumph  over  all  the  infirmilies  of 
trail  humanity.  And  so  leave  men  a  certain  proof  and  pledge, 
lo  what  perfections  human  nature  should  be  improved  by  ni» 
grace  and  Spirit,  in  all  them  thai  should  resign  themselves  (o  hii 
MMMJuct,  and  follow  his  steps :  ih.-il  heaven  and  earth  were  not  so 
far  iMindcr,  but  he  knew  how  to  scltle  a  eommeree  and  inter- 
ooarf*  between  them  :  ihal  a  heavenly  life  was  possible  to  be 
tnncaeted  here,  and  certain  to  be  gloriously  rewarded  and  per-  ' 
feetod  hereafter. 

Ai>d  having  testiiied  these  things,  he  seals  the  testimony  and 
opens  the  way  for  the  accomplishment  of  all  by  his  death.  Yoor 
heavenly  Apostle  becomes  a  Priest  and  a  Sacri5ce  at  once :  that 
no  doubt  nii^ht  remain  among  men  of  his  sincerity,  in  wbal  even 
dying  he  ceased  not  to  profess  and  avow.  And  that  by  his  own 
bloo<l  and  mutual   rcroni-ilintii 
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and  poueMcd  with  on  ingcnaouH  •bame  of  your  ever  having  boot 
bin  •Dcmies.     And   ttixt  liis  (li.<ipleasiire   ini^lit  fur  ever  ceaa 
towards  7011,  and  be  turned  intv  everb^tirig  Jricnd&hipand  lov«  : 
that  eternal  redemption  being  obtained,  heaven  might  be  opeawl 
to  you,  aixl  you  tinally  be  received  to  ibe  elory  of  (sod  ;  youi 
bearls  being  bent  thitherward  and  nudo  willing  lo  tun  tbroug 
whalaoever  difiicultii-s  of  lifu  or  death  to  altain  it.     Do  not  thinl 
that  Christ   came  inlo  the  world  and  dit-d  lo  procure  th«  pardc 
of  your  sins,  and  an  |[an»late  you  to  huavcn  ;  while  your  hearts  1 
should  still  remain  cleaving  lo  the  eartb.     He  coaic  and  returned  j 
to  prepare  a  way  lor  you ;  and  then  ea)l,  not  dri^  you  Ibither  ^j 
that  by  hia   precepts,  and  promises,  and  example,  and  Spirit,  I 
might   form   and   fashion   your  souls  to  that  gUttious  »tate  ; 
make  you  wilting  to  abandon  all  things  for  it.     And  lo  !  now  the 
God  of  all  grace  is  calling  you  by  Jcsua  Christ  unto  his  eternal 
glory.     Direct  then  your  eyes  and  hearts  to  that  mark,  the  prize 
of  the  high  culling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus.     It  is  ignominiousr^— 
by  the  common  sulTmgc  uf  the  civilized  world,  not  lo  intend  tba^H 
proper  bnwncss  of  our  calling.     Il  is  your  culling  to  forsake  ihis^^ 
world  and  mind  the  other;    make  haste  then  lo  ijuit  yourselves 
of  your  enlanglemc^nls,  of  all  earthly  di.ipositions  and  alTct^iions. 
Learn  to  live  in  this  woiM  as  those  that  are  not  of  it,  thai  rxpcd^^ 
every  day,  and  wish  to  leave  it,  whose  hearts  are  gone  already.  ^H 
it  is  dreadful  lo  die  with  pain  ai>d  regret :  to  be  forced  out  o^^ 
the  body  ;  lo  die  a  violent  death,  and  to  go  away  wilh  an  tin- 
willing  reluciant  heart.     Tho  wicked  is  driven  away  in  his  wick- 
cdneiK).     Fain   he  would  slay  longer,  but  cannot.     lie  bath  not 
power  over  (he  spirit,  lo  rtrtaiti  iho  nprit,  nor  halh  he  power  in 
death.     He   must   -iway   whtther  he  will  or  no.     And  indeod 
much  against  his  will.     So  it  cannol  hut  be,  where  there  is  not 
a  previous  knowledge  and  love  of  a  better  slate,  where  the  soul 
understands  il  not,  and  is  not  cSeclually  attempered  and  framed 

to  ^H 

O  get  then  the  lovely  image  of  the  future  glory  into  JTOIot^I 
minds.  Kei^p  it  ever  before  your  eyes.  Make  it  familiar  to 
your  thoughts.  Imprint  daily  there  the»c  words,  I  shall  behold 
thy  face,  I  shall  he  sslisficd  with  thy  likeness.  And  see  that  your 
souls  bo  enriched  with  (hat  righteousness,  have  inwrought  into 
them  (hat  holy  rectitude,  (hat  may  dispose  (hem  to  (hat  ble.tsed 
stale.  Then  will  you  die  wilh  your  own  consent,  and  go  away, 
not  driven,  but  allured  and  diawn.  You  will  go,  as  (he  redeem- 
ed of  the  LortI,  with  everlasting  joy  upon  their  heads :  as  those 
that  know  whilhcr  you  go,  even  lo  a  stale  infinitely  worthy  of, 
your  dcnires  and  choice,  and  where  it  is  best  for  you  to  be.  Vol 
willpatt  wilh  your  souls,  not  by  a  forcible  separation,  but  a  joy 
ful  surrender  and  resignation.  They  will  dislodge  from  ihil 
earthly  labernucle,  rather  as  pulling  it  olF  than  having  it  rent 
and  torn  away.     Loosen  youiselves  from  this  body  by  degree 
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as  we  do  *d^  thing  we  would  remove  from  a  place  where  it  sticks 
faat.  Gadier  up  your  spirits  into  themselves..  Teach  them  to 
look  upon  themselves  as  a  distinct  thing.  Inure  them  to  the 
thoughts  of  a  dissolulion.  Be  continually  as  taking  leave.  Cross 
and  disprove  the  common  maxim,  and  let  jour  liearts,  which 
Ibej  use  to  saj  are  wont  to  die  last,  die  first.  Prevent  death, 
and  be  mortified  towards  every  earthly  thing  beforehand,  that 
death  may  have  nothing  to  kill  hut  your  body ;  and  that  you 
may  not  die  a  double  death  in  one  hour,  and  suffer  the  death  of 
your  body  and  of  your  love  to  it  both  at  once.  Much  less  that 
this  should  survive  to  your  greater,  and  even  incurable  misery. 
Shake  off  your  bands  and  fetters,  the  terrene  affeetions  that  bo 
closely  eonfine  you  to  the  house  of  your  bondage.  And  lift  up 
jour  heads  in  expectation  of  the  approaching  jubilee,  the  day  of 
jour  redemption  ;  when  you  are  to  go  out  free,  and  enter  into 
the  glorious  liberty  of  the  sons  of  Goc' ;  when  you  shall  serve, 
and  groan,  and  complain  no  longer.  Let  it  be  your  continual 
song,  and  matter  of  your  daily  praise,  that  the  time  of  your  hap- 
py deliverance  is  hastening  on  ;  that  ere  long  you  shall  be  absent 
from  the  body,  and  present  with  the  Lord.  That  he  hath  not 
doomed  you  to  an  everlasting  imprisonment  within  those  close 
and  clayey  walls,  wherein,  you  have  been  so  long  shut  up  from 
the  beholding  of  his  sight  and  glory.  In  the  thoughts  of  this, 
while  the  outward  man  is  sensibly  perishing,  let  the  inward  re- 
vive and  be  renewed  day  by  day,  "  What  prisoner  would  be 
sorry  to  see  (he  walls  of  his  prison  house  (so  a  heathen  speaks, 
Max.  Tyr.  Dissert.  41.)  mouldering  down,  and  the  hopes  arriv- 
ing to  him  of  being  delivered  out  of  that  darkness  that  had  bu- 
ried him,  of  recovering  his  liberty,  and  enjoying  the  free  air  and 
light.  What  champion  inured  to  hardship,  would  stick  to  throw 
off  rotten  rags,  and  rather  expose  a  naked,  placid,  free  body,  to 
naked,  placid,  free  air?  The  truly  generous  soul  (so  he  a  little 
above)  "  never  leaves  the  body  against  its  will."  Rejoice  that 
it  is  (he  gracious  pleasure  of  thy  jjood  God,  thou  shalt  not  always 
inhabit  a  dungeon,  nor  lie  amidst  go  impure  and  disconsolate 
darkness.'  that  he  will  shortly  exchange, thy  filthy  garments  for 
those  of  salvation  and  praise.  The  end  approaches.  As  you 
turnover  these  leaves,  so  are  your  days  turned  over.  And  as 
you  are  now  arrived  (o  the  end  of  this  book,  God  will  shortly 
write ^nw  to  the  book  of  your  life  on  earth,  and  shew  you  your 
name,  written  in  heaven,  in  the  book  of  that  life  which  shall 
never  end. 
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Since  it  is  the  lot  of  the  I'ollowing  pages  (o  be  exposed  (o  pub- 
lic view  ;  there  u  samcwhat  of  Juslice  in  ii,lo  }-ourselveii  or  me, 
ihal  the  world  do  abo  know  wberein  direis  of  jrou  have  con- 
tribal«d  thereto  that  il~  any  thins  rednund  hence  to  public  ad- 
vanlaiK,  it  may  be  undcmlood  lo  be  owing  in  part  to  you ;  or,  if 
it  shall  be  n-ckonud  a  UMclesit  (ruiibk-,  in  this  vmy  lo  represent 
Ihingt),  m  obvinuH  lo  common  iioilce,  and  whrieof  so  much  is 
already  said,  all  the  blame  to  the  publiculioii  be  not  imputed  ( aa 
it  doth  not  belong)  to  me  only.  But  1  mn&t  here  crave  yotir  ex- 
ruse,  that,  on  Ihi9  account,  give  you  a  narriitire  of  what  ( foi  the 
most  part)  you  already  know  and  may  possibly  not  delight  to  re- 
member; both  because  it  is  now  become  convenient  (hat  others 
should  know  it  too,  and  not  necetisary  lo  be  put  into  a  distinct 
preface !  am)  because  to  yourselves  the  review  of  those  less 
plca»tng  passages  msy  be  allended  with  a  fruit  which  may  be 
•o(DC  tecompence  (or  (heir  want  of  pleasure. 

Therefore  give  the  reader  leave  to  tike  notice,  and  let  it  not  be 
grievous  to  you  Ihat  I  remind  you,  that  after  ihis  your  near  r«U« 
tion*  ( whose  death  gave  the  occasion  of  the  ensuing  meditation*) 
'  bftd  from  his  youlb  lived  between  (wenly  and  thirty  years  of  hia 
age  in  Spain,  your  Joint-impoiluniiy  had  at  length  obtained  iVom 
him  a  promise  of  relumine;;  whereof,  when  you  were  in  some- 
what a  near  cxpeeiatioo  a  sudden  disease  in  so  few  days  landed 
biminanother world, that  the  6rst  notice youhad  of  his  death  or 
sickness,  wa^  by  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  (clad  in  muurning-al* 
Itrr, )  which,  accordins  lo  his  own  desire  in  his  Kicknes* ,  bruuj^hl 
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over  tiM  dcocrtcd  l>odjr  in  i(>  tiaitvc  [)t«c«  of  Lupion  ; 

Ihcnrc  it  might  lind  a  gnvc,  vvlicre  it  first  received  a  soul 
obtain  '1  matisim)  iu  (he  rsrili,  whrrr  lirsl  it  became  one  to  a 
reasonable  spiril.  \  little  before  this  time,  (be  desire  of  an  io- 
terview  among  ^ourselveit  (uhich  the  distance  of  four  hftbiU- 
tioiis  pemiit(L-J  not  (o  be  frequent)  had  indiived  divers  of  you  (o 
appoin(  a  iiK^ctinic  n(  somu  middle  |>hicc,  wbcrebj-  (be  (rouble  of 
a  long  juurnv}- tnijfht  be  convciiiendy  shored  niiione  you.  But, 
before  that  -i^ieed  reHulution  could  bave  its  accomplistiuoiit,  thia 
sad  and  mniit  utiexperted  event  intervenine,  altered  the  place, 
(l)e  occasion,  and  design  of  your  meeting  ;  but  effected  Die  (biitg 
itself,  and  brought  together  no  less  than  twenty,  (he  brothers 
and  sisters  of  the  deceased,  or  their  consorts ;  besides  his  many 
nephen-s  and  nieces  and  other  relations,  to  (he  mournful  solein- 
nity  of  the  interment.  Witlitn  (he  lime  of  our  being  together 
upon  thttt  Slid  account,  this  passage  of  the  F»almist  hero  insisted 
on,  came  into  discourse  auiougus;  being  introduced  by  an  oc- 
casion, which  (though  then,  it  may  he  unknown  to  the  most  of 
you )  was  somewhat  rare,  siid  not  unworthy  observation ;  name- 
ly, inat  one  of  yourselves  having  been  some  (ime  before  surpris- 
ed with  an  unusuni  sndness,  joined  with  an  expectation  of  ill 
tiding)!,  upon  no  known  cause,  had  so  urgent  an  inculcation  of 
(hose  word.i,  an  not  (o  be  skble  to  forbear  ibc  revolving  them 
mueh  of  the  turmer  purl  of  that  day,  in  (he  latter  part  where' 
the  first  notice  was  brought  to  that  place  of  this  »o  near  a 
lation's  decease. 

Certain  months  after,  some  of  you  with  wboio  I  was  then 
versant  in  London,  importuned  me  to  have  somewhat  finm  me 
ill  writing  upon  that  subject.     Whereto  1  at  length  agreed,  with 
a  cautionary  retjuDsl,  ibat  it  might  not  come  in(o  many  liai 
but  might  remain  (as  the  occasion  was)  among  yourselves, 
will  1  deny  it  to  have  been  some  inducement  to  m«  to  apply 
thoughts  to  thai  theme,  that  it  had  b«cn  ao  suggested  as  was 
For  such  presases  and  bodings,  as  that  above- mentioned, 
reasonably  be  thought  to  owe  lliemsolve.'i  to  Dumc  mure  tttea< 
and  universal  principle  than  caMially,  or  the  piirty's  own  imagi 
atioo :  by  whose  mure  noble  recommendation  ( that  such  a  gluoi: 
premonition  nii"hl  carry  with  it  not  what  aliould  only  alQicl,  b. 
also  instruct  ana  (oacb )'  this  subject  did  seem  oflered  (o  oui  me 
i(ation.     Accordingly  therefore,  after  my  return  to  the  place 
my  abode,  I  hastily  drew  up  the  substance  of  (be  following  di 
course  ;  which,  a  year  ago,  1  trimsniitted  into  their  hands  wl 
desired  it  frnm  mc,  without  reserving  to  myself  any  copy,    ilei 
by  it  became  difficult  to  me,  presently  to  comply  (beMde»  div( 
considerations  I  might  have  against  the  thing  ilself )  with  tl: 
joint  request  of  some  of  you  (in  a  letter,  which  my  removal  ir 
another  kingdom  occasioned  to  come   long  alter  to  my  hand 
that  1  wo'ild  coustMil  these  p4|»i-rs  might  be  made  publie. , 
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n  I  havo  reuon  to  be  consciuus  lo  myself  nf  (li!ia<)v«titages 
enough  (o  di»courage  any  undertaking  of  that  kind;  so  I  ain 
more  especially  Mcnsilile,  that  ao  cursory  and  superficiul  a  man- 
agement of  a  5ubje«l  so  important  (tliough  ita  private  occasion 
and  destpi  at  fir»il  might  render  it  excusable  to  ihose  few  friends 
for  whom  it  was  meant )  cannot  but  be  liable  to  the  hard  censure 
(not  (o  say  contempt)  of  many   whom   discourses  of  this  kind 
■houtd  more  dcsignedlr  servo.     And  therefore,  though  my  will- 
I  ingneae  to  be  serviccablo  in  keeping  nlivo  the  apprehcnoion  and 
expectation  of  another  state,  my  vnlue  of  your  judgments  who 
conceive  what  19  here  done  may  be  useful  (hereto,  and  my  pecu- 
liar  roitiKrcts  (o  yourselves,  (he  members  and  appendants  of  n 
futuily  lu  which  (besides  some  relation]  I  have  iii;uiy  obligations 
1  uid  endearments,  do  prevail  with  me  not  wholly  (o  deny  ;  yet 
LfMrdon  roe  that  I  have  suspended  my  consent  (o  this  publication, 
[till  I  should  have  a  copy  transmitted  to  me  from  some  of  you,  for 
Jmy   necessary  review  of  so  hasty  a  production,  thai  I  might  not 
llOffcr  to  the  view  of  ihc  world,  what,  after  I  had  penned  it,  had 
passed  my  own.     And  now,  afier  so  long  an  expectation, 
papers  are  but  this  U-m  week  come  lo  ray  hands :  I  here 
[Ktum  them  with  little  »r  no  alteration ;  sare,  that  what  did 
note  directly  concern  the  occasion,  towards  the  close  is  transler- 
[red  hither ;  hut  with  the  addition  of  almost  all  the  directive  part 
[of  the  use :  which  I  submit  together  lo  yoor  pleasure  and  db- 

[tHMBl. 

And  I  shall  now  take  the  liberty  to  add,  my  design  in  consenl- 
[)g  to  this  request  of  yours  (and  1  ho)ie  thc.->ame  of  your  mok- 
Ijng  it)  is  not  to  erect  a  monument  to  (he  memory  of  Ihe  deceas- 
ted, (which  how  little  doth  it  signify.')  nor  to  spread  Ihe  lame  of 
Itoot  family,  ( though  the  visible  blessing  of  God  upon  it,  in  the 
|iruitfulneS9,  piety,  and  mutual  love,  wlierein  i(  hath  flourished 
some  generations,  do  challenge  observation,  both  as  to  Ihose 
[Itranches  of  it  ^^hich  c'ow  in  their  own  more  natural  soil,  and 
Ilhose,  as  I  have  now' occasion  (o  take  further  notice,  that  I  find 
|lo  have  been  transpl.inlcd  into  another  country  ;)  but  that  such 
nto  whose  hands  this  tittle  treatise  shall  fall,  may  l>c  induced  lo 
|eon>lder  the  (rue  end  of  their  beings;  to  examine  and  diwuss 
'  matter  more  thoroughly  with  themselves,  what  it  may  or  can 
fMpposed  Auch  a  sort  of  creatures  was  made  and  placed  on 
fttlis  earth  for  :  Ihat  when  they  shall  hare  reasoned  themselves 
(Itilo  a  settled  apprehension  of  the  worthy  and  important  ends 
Ihey  are  capable  of  attaining,  and  an*  visibly  de^if^neil  lo,  Ihey 
lay  bo  seized  with  a  noble  disdain  of  living  beneath  themselves 
td  the  bounly  of  (heir  Creator. 

It  is  obvious  to  common  ol>.«ervalion,  how  flagrant  and  intense 

.  xeal  men  arc  often  wont  to  express  for  their  personal  reputa- 

lion,  (he  honor  of  their  families,  yea,  or  for  the  i;lory  of  their 

but  bow  few  are  acted  by  Ihat  More  Uudable  and  eu- 
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Urgc<l  xtsA  for  the  dignily  of  mankinil '  How  few  arc  they  ik: 
resonl  the  comuion  and  %'i)e  depj%si<ion  uf  their  own  apeci 
Or  that,  while  in  things  of  ligble&t  consideration  thejr  otrivc  wjl 
•ntulous  endeavor,  tJtat  thev  and  their  relatives  majr  exeel  oth 
men,  do  reckon  it  a  reproach  if  in  malters  of  the  greatest  ro 
c[uenc^  ther  and  all  men  should  not  excel  beasts  ^  ilow  few  t 
are  not  ronlenled   to   confine    their   utmoid  designs  and  ex[ 
lions  within  the  Hnmo  nnrrnw  limttH :  through  a  mean  and  iiij^ 
riotu  «clf-dc«|>ici6iic;y  confesAJng  in  iheinttrlvcs  (to  the  trul 
•nd  their  own  wrong)  an  incapacil}-  of  greater  things  ;  and  wi 
mo«t   injurious  falsehood,  proclaiming  the  same  ol  all  mankind 
besides. 

If  he,  thnt  amidst  the  hazards  of  a  dubious  war  betrays  the 
(ereM  and  honor  of  his  country  be  justly  infamous,  and  ibougbt 
worthy  severest  punishment ;  I  see  not  why  a  debauched  sen 
alist,  that  lives  as  if  he  were  created  only  to  indulge  bis  apj 
tite ;  that  bo  vilifies  the  notion  of  man,  ns  if  he  were  miide 
to  eat  and  diink,  and  »port,  In  please  only  his  94tasc  and  fane 
that  in  this  lime  nnd  Mate  of  conflict  h4>tween  Ihc  p<^uTrs  of  1 
present  world,  and  those  of  the  world  to  come,  ijiiits  hi»  pa. 
bids  opr-n  defiance  to  humanity,  abjures  the  noble  principles 
ends,  forsakes  the  laws  and  society  of  all  that  are  worthy  lo 
esteemed  men,  abandons  tho  common  and  rational  hope  of  man- 
kind concerning  a  future  imDK>rtaliiy,  and  herds  himself  among 
brute  rrcature?,  1  eny,  I  see  not  why  such  a  one  should  nol  be 
Moraed  and  abhorred  as  a  traitor  to  the  whole  race  and  nnlion.! 
nMMDabIc  creatures,  na  a  fugitive  from  the  tents,  and  dcM;rl< 
of  the  comnwn  interest  of  men;  and  lli.-il,  lH<th  for  the  vileo 
of  his  practice,  and  the  danger  of  his  example. 

And  who,  that  hath  open  eyes,  beholds  not  the  dreudful  ii 
stances  and  increaiv  of  lois  defection  f     When  it  halh  prerai 
to  that  degree  already,  that  in  civilused,  yea,  in  ChiislUin  eoui 
tries,  (as  ihey   yet   nlTect  to   be   called)   the   practice  is  bcco: 
fashionable  and  in  credit,  which  am  square  with  no  other  pri 
pie  than  the  disbelief  of  a  future  state,  a»  if  it  wero  Inil  4  oi' 
poetic  or  (at  best)  a  p<dilica)  fiction.     And,  as  if  su  impud«l 
infidelitv  would  pretend  not  to  a  connivance  only  but  a  sanctju 
it  is  reckoned  an  odd  and  uncouth  thing  for  a  man  to  lire  as 
he  thought  otherwise  ;  and  a  gieat  presumption  lo  seem  lo  dis- 
sent from  the  profane  infidel  crew.     As  if  the  mailer  were 
ready  formally   deleimined  in  ihe   behalf  of  irrcligion,  and 
(luclrinu  of  the  life  to  come  had  been  clearly  condemned  in  01 
eouncil  as  n  dctiv^tahk'  heresy.     For  what  tenet  waa  ever  ni 
vxplodcd  and  hooted  at,  than  thai  practice  is  which  alone  »i 
with  this  ?     Or  what  mtics  or  eouritc  of  repealed  villaiitie)  e: 
e/er  be  more  ignominious  than  (in  vulgar  i-alimute)  a  course  of 
life  80  transacted  as  dolh  I>ec6me  Ihe  e\|>eciitttoti  of  a 
immortality  r     .Anil  what,  afler  so  much  written  and  spol^ 
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perwnaof  all  tfniPi  nntl  r«li||!iunB  ibr  rhe  JinmailalitY  of  llic  hu- 
nino  soul  tnd  so  <!oiiimon  an  acknuwkdgment  thereof  by  I'ae&oa, 
Mabomp(*nN,  Jfws,  nn<l  OiristUni,  i»  man  now  at  last  rondem- 
[ntA  and  dooineil  (o  .1  prrjvudiHl  death,  as  >l  wen;,  by  tito  consent 
and  8ulTra|;c  tiven  ni  in<-n  ;  unA  (lini  too  wiDiout  Irinl  or  hcnrinp ; 
■nd  not  by  the  reason  of  mf'n,  but  their  luM«  only  ?  As  if  (wiih 
a  loud  and  violent  cry)  (hey  would  asrasitinate  and  stifle  thi*  be* 
lief  and  hope,  but  not  judge  it.  And  shall  the  matter  He  Ihtu 
given  ui>  as  hopetesa  ;  arKi  the  victory  he  yielded  to  prosperous 
tvirkeddcss,  and  a  too  HUccesflful  conspimey  of  vile  mi&creants 
agjiinsi  holh  their  Maker  anil  their  own  sia«k  and  race  ^ 

One  would  Ihink  whosoever  have  remaining  in  them  any  con- 
science of  obligation  and  duly  to  the  common  parent  and  Author 
of  oar  bcinj^s,  and  remembrance  of  our  divine  ori|;inal,  any 
breattiinj^  of  our  ancient  hope,  any  »enM  of  htimnn  honor,  any 
rewntmenis  of  so  vile  an  indignity  to  the  tiatnro  of  man,  any 
IpMrli  of  a  just  and  generous  indignation  for  so  opprobrious  « 
I  Mnlumety  to  their  own  kind  and  order  in  the  creation,  should 
'  oppose  themselves  with  an  heroic  vi);or  to  this  treacherous  and 
unnatural  combination,  And  let  us  (my  worthy  friends)  be  pro- 
voked, in  our  several  capacities,  to  do  our  parts  herein  ;  and^  at 
.  ItMt,  so  to  live  and  converse  in  this  world,  that  the  courac  and 
I  lenor  ol  our  lives  may  import  on  open  asMiting;  of  our  hopes  in 
snothfr;  and  may  let  men  8*e  wc  are  not  aslinmod  to  own  the 
belief  of  a  W«  to  come.  Let  ns  by  a  patient  continuance  in 
irell-doing  (how  low  designs  soever  others  content  them»elv«s 
M pursue ) seek  honor,  glory  and  immortality  to  ourselves;  and 
by  our  avowed,  warrantable  ambition  in  this  pursuit,  justify  our 
rreat  and  bountiful  Creator,  who  hath  made  us  not  in  vain,  but 
for  so  high  and  great  things ;  and  glorify  mir  blessed  Redeemer, 
who  amidst  the  gloomy  and  disconsolate  darkness  of  this  wretch- 
ed worM,  when  it  was  overspread  with  the  shadow  of  death, 
hath  brmight  life  and  immortality  to  light  in  the  gospi'l.  T^ct  ua 
labor  both  to  feel  and  express  the  power  of  that  religion  which 
bath  the  iochoation  of  the  ( participated )  divine  life  for  its  prin- 
ciple, and  the  perfection  aiMl  eternal  perpetuation  thereof  for  its 
scope  and  end. 

Nor  let  the  time  that  hath  since  elapsed  be  found  to  have  worn 
out  with  you  the  useful  impressions  which  this  monitory  surpris- 
ing instance  of  our  mortality  did  at  fir»t  make.  But  give  me 
leave  to  inculcate  troa  it  what  was  said  to  you  when  the  occa- 
sion wiis  fresh  and  new :  that  we  labor  more  deeply  to  appre- 
hend God's  dominion  over  his  creatures  ;  and  that  he  made  ua 
principally  for  himself,  and  for  ends  that  are  to  be  compassed  in 
the  future  state  ;  and  not  for  the  temporary  salisfaclion  and  plea- 
sure of  one  another  in  this  world.  Otherwise  providence  had 
never  been  guilty  of  such  a  solecism,  to  take  out  from  a  family 
long  famous  for  so  cxamplsry  mutual  love,  and  dispoae  bim  into 
VOL.  I.  34 
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SO  remote  a  part,  not  pennittiog  to  most  of  bis  nearest  retatjons 
the  enjoymeDl  of  him  for  almost  thirty  years  ( and  iherein  all  the 
flower)  of  his  age,  aod  at  laHt,  when  you  were  oxpecliog  the 
mao,  send  you  home  Ihv  breathless  frame  wherein  he  lived. 
Yet  it  was  not  ronlcmpliblo  that  yoii  hnd  thnt,  nnd  that  dying 
(as  Joscplt)  in  a  Mranjie  land,  he  gave,  also,  cumniiuidmenl  con- 
Mfflfng  his  boneH  ;  that  though  in  his  life  he  was  ( mostly )  sep- 
inted  from  bia  brethren,  he  might  in  death  he  gathered  to  his 
fathers.  It  was  some  evidence  (though  you  wanted  not  b«(ter) 
thai  amidst  the  traffic  of  Spain,  be  more  esteemed  the  religion  of 
England,  and  therefore  would  rather  bis  dust  should  associate 
with  theirs,  with  whom  bIm)  he  would  rather  his  spirit  should. 
But  whatever  it  did  evidence,  it  occasioned  so  much,  that  you 
had  that  so  general  inerting  with  one  another,  which  olherwia 
probably  you  would  not  have  had,  nor  are  likely  again  to  har4 
(•0  hath  providence  scattered  you)  in  this  world;  and   that 

Erored  a  more  serious  meeting  than  otherwise  it  might: 
owever  it  might  blamelessly  have  been  designed  to  have  m4 
together  at  a  cacerful  table,  God  saw  it  filter  to  order  the  me« 
ing  at  a  mournful  grave ;  and  to  make  (he  bouse  that  receive 
you  (the  native  place  to  many  of  you)  the  house  of  mournir 
rather  than  of  feasting.     The  one  would  have  had  more  quic 
relishes  of  a  present  pleasure,  but  the  other  was  likely  to  yiel 
the  more  lasting  sense  of  an  aller<profit.     Nor  was  it  an  jU  ei 
rand  to  come  together  (though  from  afar  for  divers  of  you) 
learn  to  die.     As  you  mifthl,  by   being  so   sensibly  put  in  mir 
of  it,  though  you  did  not  sec  that  very  pait  acted  itself.     And  •< 
cept  this  endeavor,  to   further  you   in  your  preparations  for  tl 
change,  as  some  testimony  of  the  remembrance  I  retain  of  yov 
awgt  obliging  respects  and  love,  and  of  my  &liU  continuing 
Your  affoolionate  and  respectful  kinsman, 

and  servant  in  our  common  Lord, 
J.  HOWE. 
Antrim,  April  12,  1671. 
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Ranember  hov  thoft  mtf  timt  i»:  wherifort  heat  Ihou  nuule  aU\ 

VKit  in  vain? 

tVhat  man  ia  he  thai  laretb,  and  shall  not  Me  dealk '?  SttaH  ht 
dtlittr  hit  somI  from  tht  hand  of  the  grave  f  Seiah. 

We  art!  not  concerned  to  he  particular  and  curious  in  the  in- 
quiry,  louching  iho  *pccinl  rcfeTcnne  or  occasion  of  iho  foregoing 
coniplaint<t,  fruin  the  37  verse.     It  is  eiioufcli  to  lake  notice,  for] 
our  present  piir|iose,  that  besides  the  evil  wliich  had  alro.idy  bo- 
Mien  ihe  pljintitT,  a  farther  danger  nearly  threatened  him,  that 
cwried  death  in  the  face  of  it,  and  suggested  somewhat  frightful 
apprehensions  of  his   mortal  stale,  which  drew  from  him  thia  ( 
quick  aud  sensible  petition  in  reference  to  his  own  private  con* 
com,  remember  bow  short  my  lime  is,  and  did  presently  direct 
bi*  eye  with  a  Midden  ginnee  from  the  view  of  his  own,  to  ro-  _ 
fleet  on  the  common  condition  of  maii,  whereof  he  c^ipresses  hi* 
rcMntment,  first,  in  a  hasty  expostulation  with  God,  "Where- 
fore hast  thou  made  all  men  in  vain  f" — Then,  secondly,  io  a  j 
pathetic  discourse  with  himself,  representing  the  reason  of  that . 
rough  charfte,  "  What  man  is  ho  that  hveth,  and  shall  not  aee  i 
dcalli '  shall  be  deliver,"  &c.     As  though  he  had  said  ;  When  I 
add  to  the  consideration  of  my  abort  lime,  thai  of  dying  man- 
kind, and  behold  a  dark  and  drndly  »hade  universally  overspread- 1 
ing  Ihe  world,  the   whole  species  of  human  creatures  vanishingJ 
quitting  the  stage  round  about  me,  and  disappearing  almost  at 
soon  as  ihey  shew  themselves  :  hare  I  ilot  a  fair  and  plausibla  i 
ground  for  that  (seemingly  rude)  challenge?  Why  is  (here  so 
unaetrountabte  a   phccnomenon,  »uch  a  ereature  made  to   do  pur- i 
^  Ihe  noblest  part  of  (his  inferior  creation  brourhl  forth  into  i 


pose : 

neine  without  any  imaginable  design .'  I  know  nol   how  lo  uh' 
li«  toe  knot,  upon  this  only  vi«w  of  the  cue,  or  avoid  the  ab> 
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Mirdilj.     It  a  hnrd  sure  to  design  the  supponi,  (or  what  it  ni 
yet  teeni  bant  to  sup}>09e, )  that  a]l  men  were  made  in  vain. 

It  appeai-9,  the  expostulation  was  aomewbal  passionate,  ae 
did  proceed  upon  ihe  sudden  view  of  this  disconsolate  case,  ve- 
ry sbslractljr  considered,  and  hy  itself  only  ;  and  Ihat  be  did  &o( 
in  thai  instant  look  beyond  it  to  a  better  and  more  comfortable 
scene  of  things.  An  eyo  bleared  with  presi-nt  soriow,  sees 
M>  far,  nor  coniprebcnds  so  much  at  one  view,  ns  il  would  at  at 
other  time,  or  as  itdolh,prciently,  wiien  the  tear  is  wiped  out,  an 
ill  own  beams  have  cleared  it  up.  VVe  see  he  did  tjuickly  loa 
further,  and  had  got  a  more  tiglit»orae  prospect,  when  in  the  nei 
words  we  find  him  conlemplntiiig  God's  sworn  loving-kindness' 
unto  David:  (ver.  49.)  the  tmth  and  stability  whereof  he  at  the 
same  time  expressly  acknowledges,  while  only  the  form  of  his 
speech  doth  but  seem  to  import  a  doubt — "  Where  are  ihcy  .*'* 
But  yet — Ibey  were  sworn  in  truth  upon  which  arj^mcnt  be 
bad  much  enlarged  in  the  former  part  of  the  p«alm ;  and  it  still 
lay  deep  in  his  soul,  tliough  he  were  now  a  little  diverted  from 
the  present  con^idciation  of  it-  Which,  ttince  it  turns  the  scales 
with  liiw,  it  will  be  needful  to  ini]uire  into  the  weight  and  im- 
port of  it.  Nor  have  we  any  reason  to  think,  that  David  wi 
either  so  little  a  prophet  or  a  saint,  as  in  his  own  thoughts  to  r( 
fer  those  magnificent  things  (the  instances  of  that  loTiog-kir>d- 
ness  confirmed  by  oath,  which  he  recites  from  Ihe  19  rcree  of 
the  psalm  to  the  ^,  as  spoken  from  the  mouth  of  God,  and  d^ 
clired  to  him  by  vision)  to  the  dipiity  of  his  own  person,  and 
the  grandeur  and  perpetuity  of  his  kingdom;  as  if  it  were  ulti- 
mately meant  of  himself,  that  Go<l  would  make  him  hi«  first- 
born, higher  than  (he  kings  of  the  earth,  ( ver.  27. )  when  there 
were  divers  greater  kings,  and  ( in  comparinon  of  the  little  tpot 
over  which  be  reigned)  a  vastly  spreading  monarchy  that  slill 
over(op|>ed  him  all  his  time,  (as  the  same  and  successive  mon* 
archies  did  bis  successors ; )  or  thut  il  was  intended  of  the  secu- 
lar glory  and  stability  of  his  throne  and  family  ;  that  God  would 
make  tbcm  to  endure  for  ever,  and  be  as  the  days  of  heaven  ; 
thai  they  should  he  as  the  sun  before  him,  and  be  established^ 
for  ever  as  the  moon,  and  as  a  faithful  witness  in  heaven.  vei^H 
28.  37.  ^ 

That  God  himself  meant  it  not  so,  experience  and  the  event 
of  thiti^<i  halh  sJ)Own  ;  and  that  tbcie   predictions  cannot  other- 
wise have  had  their  accomplixhrnent  thiin  in  the  succession  of  Ih^^^ 
spiritual  and  eveilasling  kingdom  of  t lie  .Messiah  (whom  Goi|^| 
raised  up  out  of  his  loins  to  sit  on  his  throne  Aol.  S.  30.)  unt^^ 
his  temporal  kingdom.     Wherein  it  is  therefore  ended  by  per- 
fection lather  than  corruption.     These  prophecies  being  then 
mad«  good,  not  in  ibe  kind  which  they  literally  imported,  but  in 
another  (far  moro  noble)  kind-     In  which  sense  God's  covenant 
with  bim  must  be  uifd^rtllpodi  which  he  insists  on  so  mnehj 
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pMlm,  (ver.  98. — 34.)  even  unio  (bat  degree,  m  to  ehal- 
len^  Ood  upon  it,  as  if  in  the  present  course  of  his  providence 
he  were  now  about  to  make  it  void:  ver.  39.  ihough  he  aufb- 
cienlly  expresses  his  conlidencc  bolb  b«t'ore  and  afier,  that  thiii 
eould  perer  be.  But  it  is  plain  it  batli  been  made  void  long 
enough  ago,  in  (he  subversion  of  David's  kingdom,  and  in  (hat 
we  see  his  throne  and  familj'  not  been  established  for  ever,  not 
endured  as  the  dnya  of  heaven ;  if  those  words  had  no  other 
than  (heir  obvious  and  liter*!  meaning.  And  if  any  lo  clear  the 
truth  of  God,  would  Mtp-  (he  wickednes.4  oi  his  poMentj,  6rst 
nuking  a  brcnrh  and  disobliging  him,  this  is  prevented  l>v  what 
wc  find  inMrtcd  in  refercnre  lo  (his  very  case  ;  if  his  children 
forsake  my  law,  and  walk  not  in  my  judgments,  &c.  then  will 
I  viMi  iheir  iniquity  with  the  rod,  &c.  Nex'ertheless  niy  loving- 
kiDdoess  will  I  not  utteily  take  from  hini,  nor  suffer  my  faithful- 
neM  to  fail.  My  covenant  will  1  not  break,  nor  alter  the  thing 
that  is  gone  out  of  my  lips,  ver.  30 — 34.  All  which  is  boI- 
emnlv  sealed  up  with  this.  Once  have  I  sworu  in  m_v  holinesa, 
that  I  will  not  lie  unto  David,  ver.  35.  So  that,  they  thai  will 
make  a  scruple  to  acen»e  the  Holy  Ghost  of  falsehood,  in  that 
which  with  so  much  solemnity  he  halh  promised  and  sworn,  must 
not  make  any  (o  admit  his  further  intendment  in  these  words. 
And  that  he  hnd  n  further  (even  a  mystical  luid  »>|>irini:!l)  intend* 
mem  in  this  covt-nant  with  David,  is  yet  more  fully  <^vi<ienl  from 
that  of  the  piophei  Isaiah  :  Ho  every  one  that  ihirsteth,  come 
ye  to  the  waters,  &c,  Incline  your  ear  and  come  unto  me.  And 
I  will  make  an  everlasting  covenant  with  yon,  even  the  sure 
mereies  of  Darid.  Heboid,  I  have  given  him  lor  »  witness  (o 
the  people,  a  lender  and  commander,  Sic.  Isa.  55.  I — -5.  \V1iat 
mouis  this  universal  invitation  to  all  ihirMy  persons,  with  the 
wbjoined  encnuiagcmcnt  of  making  with  them  an  cverlasling 
eoTcaont,  (the  same  nhicli  wc  have  here,  no  doubt,  ns  to  the 
principal  parts,  and  which  we  find  him  mcnlioning  also,  3  San. 
S3,  h.  with  chnraclers  exactly  corresponding  to  these  of  (he 
prophet,)  even  the  sure  mercies  of  David.'  The  me.aning  sure 
eould  not  he,  that  they  should  be  all  secular  kings  and  prineeft, 
and  Iheir  posterity  after  them  for  ever  ;  which  we  see  is  (be 
verba!  sound  and  tenor  of  this  covenant. 

And  now  since  i(  is  evident  God  intended  a  mystery  in  this 
covenant,  we  may  be  as  well  assured  he  intended  no  deceit,  and 
tba(  he  designed  not  a  delusion  to  David  by  the  virion  in  which 
b«  gave  It.  Can  we  think  he  went  about  to  gratify  him  with  a 
^l«mn  liclion,  and  draw  him  into  a  false  »nd  fanciful  faith;  or 
MiD  1^1  hide  his  meaning  from  him,  as  to  tempt  him  into  the  belief 
of  nhtt  he  nevi-r  meant .'  And  to  what  purpose  was  this  so  spe- 
cial revelation  by'  vision,  if  it  were  not  (o  he  understood  truly, 
•t  leut,  if  not  y«(  perfectly  and  fully  *  It  is  left  us  therefore 
to  i)oll»et  that   David  was  not  wholly  unins4racled  how  to  refer 
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all  this  lo  till!  kiiij^lom  of  lite  McRsiah.  And  )m  ha 
suflfivicnt  le^iliniuriy  in  that  |utrt  of  sacred  wnt,  ivli(.'reor  God 
DWid  him  as  a  ))eniiian,  ihM  he  was  of  another  (eitijier  (haii  to 
plate  Uie  suit)  aiitl  chief  of  his  ex{>ectations  and  corisohliona  ib 
hit  own  and  his  poslerilics'  worldly  grealncss.  And  to  put  " 
out  of  doubt,  our  Saviour,  (who  well  kneu'  hit  spirit)  expre. 
enough  iclls  us,  that  he  in  spirit  called  him  Lord,  Malt.  Ht. 
when  he  said,  The  Lord  tiaid  unto  my  Lord,  Sit  thou  ntmy  rij 
band,  till  I  make  (hy  enemies  thy  I'oot-slool,  1'mI.  110.  I.  A 
plain  discovery  how  he  understood  God's  reielaljon  touching 
the  rmure  rorteemments  of  his  kingdom  (and  iho  covenant  re- 
lating thereto,)  namelv,  as  a  figure  and  type  of  Christ's,  who 
must  reign  till  all  his  enemies  be  subdued.  Nor  was  be  in  that 
ianorance  about  the  nature  and  design  of  Christ's  kingdom,  but 
lliat  be  understood  its  refei-cnce  to  another  world,  and  stale  of 
things,  even  beyond  all  the  siiccessiotis  of  lime,  and  the  mortal 
race  of  men  ;  iki  ns  lo  have  his  eye  fixed  upon  the  happy  eter- 
nity whieh  u  joyful  roMtrrcction  must  introduce,  anJ  wheroof 
Christ**  re.<«tiir«eiion  should  be  the  great  and  most  assuring 
pledge.  And  of  Ibis  we  need  no  fuller  an  evidence  than 
express  words  of  the  apostle  Peter,  (Act.  3.  ver.  25.  &c,)  w' 
after  he  had  cited  those  lofty  triumphant  strains  of  Uarid.  P: 
16. 8, — 1 1 .  I  havo  fet  the  Lord  always  before  me  :  because  he 
is  at  my  right  hand,  I  shall  not  he  moved.  Therefore  my  he  ~ 
is  gUd,  and  my  glory  rcjoiceth  :  my  flesh  also  shnll  rest  in  hoj 
for  thou  wilt  not  leave  my  soul  in  hell  (or  fn  the  »talc  of  d 
Dcss,)  neither  will  thou  sulfer  thy  holy  one  to  sec  eomipti 
Thou  wilt  »hcw  me  the  path  of  life.  In  thy  presence  is  fuloeM 
of  jor,  at  thy  right  hmid  there  are  pleasureit  furever  more.  All 
whien  he  tells  us,  (ver.  S5. )  was  spoken  concerning  Chri.it. 
He  more  expressly  subjoins,  (rer.  30.)  that  David  being  a  pro- 
phet, and  knowing  that  God  had  sworn  with  an  oath  lo  him,  that 
of  the  fruit  of  his  loins,  according  to  the  llesh,  he  would  raise  up 
Christ  to  sit  on  hii^  throne.  Ho  seeing  this  before,  spake  of  (he 
restirreetion  of  Christ;  (ver.  31.)  it  appears  he  spake  not  at 
random,  hut  a)  knowing  nnd  seeing  before  wh.il  hr^  spake,  (hat 
his  soul  was  not  left  in  hell ;  S:c.  nor  e.in  v.'^  think  he  thus  re> 
joices,  in  another's  resurrection,  forgetting  bis  own. 

And  yet  we  have  a  further  evidence  from   the  apostle  Pai 
who  affirms,  that  the  promise  made  to  the  fathers,  God  had 
6lled  to  their  children,  in  that  he  had  raised  up  Jesus  again ;  as  il 
also  written  in  the  second  p«>ilm,  Thou  art  my  Son,  this  dny  h 
I  begotten  thee.     And  as  concerning  that  he  raised  him  up  frol 
the  demi,  now  no  more  to  return  to  eorruplinn;  he  said  on  thU 
wise,  I  will  give  you  Ihe  sure  mercies  of  Dnvid.     Act,  13.  32.' 
34.     Which   is  now  apparent,  must  be  unde^ood  of   ete 
mercies;  such  as  Christ's  resurrection  and  triumph  over 
grave  doth  ensiiire  to  ua.     He  therefore  looked  upon  what 
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•pokeD  conccrnin);  hitt  kiiig<lom  hvrc,  U9  >ppkBii  ullimalelj'  of 
C'brist'a,  the  lungclom  whcrebjr  be  governs  «tirl  cundiicts  bis 
failbful  tubjects  through  alt  the  (roubles  of  life  and  lerrom  of 
death  (ihrough  bolh  whereof  be  himself  as  their  king  and  lead- 
,  er  hath  shewn  the  waj }  unto  eleTiial  ble^sediiefis ;  and  upon  the 
covenant  made  with  bim  as  the  covenant  of  God  in  Christ,  coti- 
eerning  that  blessedness  snd  the  retjuisites  thereto.  And  [to 
Mjr  ito  more  in  this  argument)  how  othcrntae  can  wc  conccire 
be  should  have  that  fulnesa  of  consolation  id  this  covenant  when 
be  lay  a  dying,  as  wo  find  biro  expressing,  2  Sam.  23.  5.  ( for 
these  were  tome  of  the  last  words  of  David,  as  we  >ec  verse  1.) 
He  bath  mado  with  me  an  everlasting  covenant,  ontcrt-ti  in  all 
things  ami  sure;  for  this  is  all  my  siilvation,  ami  all  my  desire. 
What  90  great  joy  and  solace  could  a  dying  man  lake  in  a  cove- 
nant made  with  nim,  when  he  bad  done  with  this  world,  and 
was  to  expect  no  more  in  it,  if  he  took  it  not  to  concern  a  future 
1  blessedocu  in  another  world  ?  Waa  it  only  for  the  hoped  pros- 
'.  perily  of  his  house  and  family  when  he  was  gone  ?  This  ( which 
'  u  the  only  thing  vn:  c:in  fasten  on )  he  plainly  secludes  in  the  next 
words, — altbouj^b  he  make  it  not  to  grow.  Therefore  it  was  his 
reflection  upon  thuso  loving-kindnesses  mentioned  in  the  former 

Eart  of  the  psalm,  contained  in  Cod's  covenant,  and  confirmed  by 
is  oath,  but  understood  according  to  the  sense  and  import  already 
declared,  that  caused  this  sudden  turn  in  David's  spirit ;  and 
taade  him  that  lately  spoke  as  out  of  a  Uolgotba,  as  if  he  had 
nothing  but  death  in  bis  eye  and  (houghis,  to  speak  now  in  so 
different    a    strain,   and    (after    some    additional    pleadings,    in 

[which  his  faith  further  recovers  itself)   to  condtidc  this  psalm 

[with  solemn  praiite;  Blessed  be  (he  Lord  forever  more,  Amen 

I  «iid  Amen. 

We  see  (hen  the  contemplation  of  hi»  own  and  all  men*s  mor- 

{tality,  abstractly  and  alone  ronsideied,  clothed  his  soul  with 
black,  wrapped  it  up  in  gloomy  darkness,  makfs  the  whole  kind 
nf  human  creatures  seem  to  him  an  obscure  nbadow,  an  empty 
raaity :  but  his  recalling  into  his  thoughts  a  succeeding  stale  of ' 
immortal  life,  clears  up  the  day,  makes  him  and  all  things  appear 
in  another  hue,  gives  a  fair  account  why  such  a  creature  as  man 
was  made;  and  therein  make*  the  whole  frnmc  of  things  in  ihia 
inferior  world  look  with  a  comely  and  wcli-oomposod  as]>rct,  as 
the  product  of  a  wise  and  r.tliunal  design.  Whence  therefore 
we  have  this  ground  of  di»rourse  fairly  h<-fore  u»  in  the  words 
themselves: — that  Ibe  sliort  time  of  man  on  earth,  limited  by  a 

I  certain  unavoidable  deatli,  if  we  consider  it  abstractly  by  itself, 
without  reaped  to  a  future  state,  carries  that  appearance  and  as- 

I  pect  with  it,  as  if  God  had  made  all  men  in  vain. — That  is  said 

'  lo  be  vain,  according  to  the  importance  of  the  word  here  used, 
nhich  i*  cither  false,  a  fiction,  an  appearance  only,  a  shadow,  <w 

l^yatud  thing ;  or  which  is  u»i:le?s,  unprofitable,  and  to.  do  raliut- 
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ble  purpose.  The  life  of  inan,  in  Ihe  case  now  suppope4l,  m 
he  (ruly  stylei  vaio,<>ilhi:r  way.  And  we  sttall  say  tomewhat 
each  ;  but  (o  iho  former  more  brieflj'. 

I.  It  wcru  vain,  that  is,  little  other  than  a  eheir,  •  mere 
(low,  a  Bcmhinncc  of  being.     We  must   indeet).  in  Ihe  prese 
c«M,  even  abstract  him  from  himself,  and  consider  him  only  as 
ntoiiil,  dvins  thing ;  ami  <u  tu  that  of  him  which  j$  so,   what 
eontemptihie  nothing  is  hel  There  is  nn  appcnmtiee  of  aomi 
what ;  but  aeareh  a  little,  and  inquire  into  it,  and  it  vani^es  ini 
a  mere  nothing,  is  found  a  lie,  a  piece  of  falsehood,  as  if  he 
but  feign  a  being,  and  were  not.     And  so  we  may  suppose  t! 
Psalmist  speaking,  upon  llie  view  of  his  own  and  the  common 
caae  of  man,  how  fast  all  were  hastening  out  of  hfe,  and  lajinK 
down  the  boing  which  iher  rather  seemed  lo  have  assumed  ana 
borrowed,  than  to  possess  and  own  :  Lord,  why  hast  thou  nu< 
man  such  a  fictitious  thing,  given  him  such  n  mock-being  ?  W 
hast  thou  brougtil  forth  into  the  light  of  this  world  such  •  ai 
of  creatures,  that  rather  seem  to  bo  than  arc ;  that  have  so  lit 
of  solid  and  suhsttnlial  being,  and  m>  little  deserve  to  be  taken  Tar 
realities  ;  that  only  serve  to  cheat  one  another  into  an  opinion  of 
their  true  existence,  and  presently  vanish  and  confess  their  fal 
hood  f     What  hovering  shadows,  what   uncertain   entities 
they  ^    In  a  moment  tney  are  and  are  not,  f  know  oo(  wb 
lo  say   I  have  seen  a  man.      It  seems  as  if  there  were    so 
such    things  before   my   eyes;    I   persuade  myself  that   I    see 
ihcm    move    and  walk   lo  and    fro,   that   I  talk    and   ronverse 
with   them ;  but  instantly  my  own  sense  is  ready  to  give  my 
sense  the  lie.     They  are  on  the  sudden  dwindled  away,  and 
foree  me  almost  to  acknowledge  a  delusion.     I  am  hut  moi 
with  a  sliew  ;  and  what  seemed  a  reality,  proves  an  impostui 
Their  pretence  to  being,  is  but  fiction  and  falsehood,  a  coxenai^ 
of  over-credulous,  unwary  sense.     They  only  personate  what 
they  are  thought  to  be,  and  tjuickly  put  off  their  very  selves  as 
a  disguise.     This  is  agreeable  to  the  language  of  Scripture  else- 
where, Surely  men  of  low  degree  are  vsnily,  nnd  men  of  high 
degree  arc  a  lie.  See.  Psal.  62.  9.     In  two  rc!^>ccts  may  the 
sent  state  of  man  seem  to  approach  near  to  nothingness,  and 
admit  this  rhetorication  of  the  Psalmist,  as  if  he  were  in  this  «i 
a  vain  thing,  a   frgment,  or  a  lie,  namely,  in  re.«peet  of  th«— 
imtmtenevs,  and^'iMfoAtVi/jr  of  this,  his  material  and  periMiable 
being. 

Hr»t.  Tlie  minuteness,  the  small  portion  or  degree  of  being 
which  this  mortal  part  of  man  hath  in  it.  It  is  truly  said  of  alt 
created  things,  Their  non-MW  is  more  than  their  esse,  that  ll, 
they  have  more  no-bcin^  than  being.  It  is  only  some  limited 
portion  that  they  have,  but  there  is  an  infinitude  of  being  which 
thev  have  not.     And  so  coming  infinitely  nearer  to  nothingnns 
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nothing.  Wherelbre  the  first  and  fouiiUin- being  justly  appro- 
priates lo  himself  the  name,  I  am  ;  jea,  tells  us,  He  is,  and  there 
hIs  none  besides  him  ;  (herein  leaving  no  other  name  than  that  of 
BfkofAm;  unto  creatures.  And  how  much  more  may  (his  b«  said 
of  the  malerial  and  mortal  part,  this  outside  of  man,  whatever 
of  him  is  obnoxiouK  lo  dcnih  aod  the  ^rave  ?  Which  nione  (at>- 
•tr-tctly  looked  on)  is  (he  auhjcct  of  the  Psalmist'*  prCMiil  con- 
sideration nod  discoutsie.  By  how  mut^h  any  thin^^  hath  morv  of 
nailer,  it  linth  the  lesa  of  actual  essence.  Matter  being  rather 
a  eapacity  of  being,  than  being  itself,  or  a  dark  umbrage  or  sha- 
dow of  it,  actually  nothing,  hut  tiJu^M,  -i-tvitt  (as  are  (he  expres- 
sions of  a  noble  philosopher)  a  nure  afmblance,  or  a  lie.  Plalin. 
En.  i.  1.  6-  And  it  is  the  language  not  of  philosophers  only, 
but  of  the  iloly  Gbosi  conccining  all  the  nations  of  men,  They 
are  as  nothing,  less  than  nothing,  and  vanity.  Isa.  40.  17.  What 
a  scarcity  then,  and  penury  of  being,  must  we  suppose  in  c«ch 
individual !  especially  if  we  look  alone  upon  (he  outer  part,  or 
Hllher  the  umbrage  or  sltadow  of  the  man  ? 
^t  StdMidlt/.  The  instability  and  tluidness  of  it.  The  visible 
n^d  eorporeal  being  of  man  hath  nothing  steady  or  consistent  in 
it.  Con.sider  his  exterior  frame  and  composition,  he  b  no  time 
all  hiiDself  at  once.  There  is  a  continual  deSuence  and  access 
of  parts ;  so  that  some  account,  each  climacteric  of  bis  age 
changes  his  whole  fabric.  Whence  it  wonid  follow,  that  besides 
his  siatiquo  individuating  principle  (from  which  wc  arc  now  lo 
abstract]  nolhin|;  of  him  remains;  he  isanolhitr  thing-,  the  form- 
er man  is  vanished  and  gone  ;  while  he  is,  he  ha.uens  away,  and 
within  a  little  is  not.  In  respect  to  the  duration,  as  well  a.i  the 
degree  of  hifl  being,  he  is  next  to  nothing.  He  opens  hia  eye, 
ana  is  not.  Job  27.  19.  Gone  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  There 
^t  nothing  in  him  stable  enough,  lo  admit  a  fixed  look.  So  it  is 
f^itfa  the  whole  9C«ne  of  things  in  this  material  world.  As  was 
the  Irue  maxim  of  an  ancient,  (  Hcracl.)  All  things  flow,  noth- 
ing stays  ;  after  the  manner  of  a  river.  The  snmu  thing  which 
(be  apostle's  words  more  elegantly  express ;  The  fiishion  of 
this  world  passeth  away.  1  Cor.  7.  31.  The  scheme,  the  shew, 
the  pageantry  of  it.  lie  speaks  of  it  but  as  an  appearance,  as 
if  he  knew  not  whether  to  call  it  something  or  nothing,  it  was 
so  near  to  vanishing  into  nolhlng.  And  therefore  he  there  re- 
quires, that  the  stTections  which  mutual  nearness  in  relation 
challenges,  be  as  if  they  were  not:  that  wc  rejoice  in  rGfcreoce 
to  one  anoihor,  (even  most  nearly  re  hi  It' <1,  as  (he  occaitton  and 
scope  of  his  discourse  (each  us  to  understand  him)  bu(  a^  if  wc 
rpjotced  not,  and  to  weep,  as  if  we  wept  not.  Wliich  imptiet, 
the  objects  merit  no  more,  and  are  lhem»elves,  as  if  ihcy  were 
not.  Whence  therefore  a  continued  course  of  intense  passion 
were  very  incongruous  towards  so  discontinuing  things.  And 
state  of  man 
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ing  of  llie  givalesl  men,  inakr  (be  moM  sukiidid  «ih1  conspieu- 
OU4  part  of  it ;  }«(  all  tim  we  find  is  not  oitierwisc  reckoned    " 
than  an  ioiaKCi  n  dream,  a  viiiion  of  the  nighl ;  every  man  at  hi 
best  sUlc  ia  ultogellier  vanity,  vralketh  in  a  vain  shew,  disqu 
•Ih,  hlnueir  in  vain,   &c.     Of  all  without  exception  it  is  p 
nounced,  Man  is  like  to  vanity,  his  days  aro  as  a  shadow 
paMetb  away.     As  Ecclesiaslcs   often,  of  all   aubliinary   thin, 
vanity  of  vanitits,  &c.   Job  20.  7,  8,  9.  Psal.  73.  20.— 39.  fi. 

II.  But  yet  there  is  unotlicr  notion  of  vain,  >!>  it  sij;;niAci 
unprofiubic,  or  to  no  purpose.     .\nd  in  thiii  sense  also,  if 
ooosider  the  universal  mortality  of  mankind  without  rc^wct  to 
future  stale,  there  was  a  specious  ground  for  the  expOBtulati< 
Why  hast  thou  made  all  men  in  vain  .'  Vanity  in  the  fonner 
tion  speaks  the   emptiness   of  a  thing,  absolutely  and  in  it 
considered ;  in  this  latter  relatively,  ns  it  is  referred  to,  and  mea- 
sured by  an  end.     That  is,  in  this  sense,  vain,  which  serves  lo 
no  end ;  or  to  no  worthy  and  valuable  end,  which  amounts  to 
same.     For  inasmuch  as  all  ends,  except  the  last,  are  mean« 
to  a  further  end ;  if  the  end  immediately  aimed  at  be  viiin 
worlhlcsai,  th.it  which  is  referred  to  it,  as  it  is  so  referred,  can 
but  br  also  vain.     Whereupon  now  let  us  make  trial  wliat 
we  could  in  this  ease  think  man  made  for.     Which  will   be.4t  be 
done  by  takini;  some  view, — of  his  nature,  and — of  the  ends  for 
which,  upon  Inal  supposition,  we  must  suppose  him  made. 

Fint.  Of  the  fonner  ( neglecting  the  strictness  of  philosoplii- 
cnl  disquisition)  no  more  is  intended  to  be  Said  than  may  com- 
port with  the  design  of  n  popular  discourse.  And  it  shall  suffice 
therefore,  only  to  tnke  notice  of  what  is  nmre  obvious  in  the 
ture  of  man,  and  subservient  to  the  present  pnipose.  And  ji 
we  are  here  to  look  further  than  lb<^  mere  surface  and  oulMdc 
man,  which  we  only  considered  before  ;  and  lo  view  lib  nntu. 
as  it  is  in  itself;  anx)  not  a»  the  suppontion  of  its  having  nothing 
but  what  is  mortal  belonging  to  it,  would  make  it :  for  as  the 
exility  (and  almost  nothingness)  of  man's  being  considered  ac- 
eording  In  that  Mippositton,  did  best  serve  to  express  the  vanii 
of  it,  in  the  former  notion  that  hnth  been  given  of  a  vain  thioi^ 
so  the  excellency,  and  H>lid  sub^lantinlity  of  it,  considered  as 
is  io  it»elf,  will  conduce  most  to  the  discovery  of  its  vanity  in  th' 
latter  notion  thereof.  That  is,  if  we  first  consider  (hat,  and  (hco 
the  supposition  of  such  a  creature's  being  only  made  to  perish. 
And  if  what  vhall  be  said  herein,  do,  in  the  sequel,  tend  (o  des- 
troy tliat  above-mentioned  disposition,  (as  it,  being  e&tabliijied^ 
would  destroy  the  prime  glory  of  human  nature)  it  can  only  h*' 
said  magna  e.il  txritas,  &c.  tnilk  u  great,  ^c.  In  the  mean  time 
we  may  take  a  view,  in  the  nature  of  man  ;  ^^_ 

I.  Of  his  intellective  powers.  Hereby  he  framei  notions ^^H 
things,  even  of  such  things  as  arc  above  the  sphere  of  Mnse ;  fl^ 
moral  good  and  evil,  right  and  wrong,  what  is  virtuous  and  what 
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L,of   ab>lrui-l  dim)  universal  natures.     Yea,  and  or  n 

^ knd  vansi:,  iiiid  of  Ihu  wisdom,  potvoi',  goodnesa,  and 

othsr  pcrTurtion:!,  whirli  must  pnmanly  agree  to  him.  Hereby 
he  Bflirms  and  dcniw  uttu  lliiiij:;  of  another,  as  he  obeetvcii  them 
I  to  ogive  and  dingrcc,  and  dncvins  the  truth  and  falsehood  of 
[what  in  9|>okcn  or  denied.  He  doth  htrebj*  infer  one  thing  ffx>ia 
Itnother,  nnd  argue  himmtlf  into  firm  and  unwavering  assent  to 
l^nanjr  things,  not  only  above  the  diseoveiy  of  sense,  but  directly 
reontrary  to  their  Hcnsible  appearances. 

2.  Ilia  power  of  determining  hiniKlf,  of  choosing  and  refusings 
according  as  things  are  esliinaied,  and  do  appear  to  him.     Where 
abo  it  is  evident  liow  far  the  objects  which  this  faculty  ia  aome- 
times  exorcised  about,  do  transcend  the  reach  of  all  sensible  na- 
ture ;  05  well  as  the  |>ccuttar  nobleness  and  excellency  is  rcmark- 
iablc  of  the  faculty  ilsclf.  It  hath  often  for  its  object,  things  of 
Ithe  ht|;he»t  nature,  purely  spitilual  and  divine,  virtue,  icligion, 
iGod  himself.     So  as  that  lhc)>c   (the  faculty  being  repaiied  only 
jby  Hanctilying  grace,  not  now  lirst  put  into  the  nature  of  man) 
|«re  chosen  hy  Mmef  and,  where  it  is  not  k>,  refused  (it  is  true) 
jliy  the  niosi ;  hut  not  hy  a  mere  nol  willing  of  them,  (as  mere 
i^rutal  appetite  also  doth  not-will  them,  which  no  way  reachM 
l4he  notion  of  a  refusal,)  hut  by  lejecting  them  with  a  ))osilive 
Tavcrsion  and  dislike,  wherein  there  is  great  iniquity  and  sin ; 
[which  could  nol  be  hut  in  a  nature  capable  of  the  opposite  tem- 
Er.     And  it  is  apparent,  this  faculty  hath  the  privilege  of  de- 
irmining  itself,  so  as  to  he  exempt  from  the  necessitating  influ- 
sncc  of  any  tbini;  foreitijn  to  it :  upon  the  Anp)>»Sid  whereof,  the 
inagement  of  all  human  afTaint,  all  treaties  between  man  and 
man,  to  induce  a  consent  to  this  or  that ;  the  whole  frame  of  f;ov- 
lernmenl,  all  IcKislaliun  ami  distribution  of  public  justice  do  de- 
'peod.     For  take  away  this  supposition,  and  these  will  presently 
ip|>ear  most  absurd  and  unjust.     With  what  solemnity  are  appli- 
ttona  and  addresses  made  to  the  will  of  man  upon  all  occa- 
lions  ^  How  is  it  courted,  and  solicited,  and  sued  unto  ^  But  how 
absurd  wore  it  so  to  treat  the  other  creatures,  that  act  by  a  ne- 
FMity  of  n^iturc   in  all  they  do  ?  to  make  supplications  to  (he 
tind,  or  propound  articles  to  a  bnile  .'  And  how  nnjnat,  to  de- 
[lenniiie  and  inflict  severe  penalties  for  unavoidable  and  necessi- 
tated actions  and  omissions  *  These  things  occur  to  our  first  no* 
lioe,  ufion  any  (a  more  sudden  and  cursory)  view  of  the  natura 
>f  roan.     And  what  should  hinder,  but  we  may  infer  from  these, 
[iliat  there  is  fun  her  in  bis  future ; 

A  capacity  of  an  immortal   state,  that  is,  that  his  nature  is 

iich,  that  be  may,  if  <jnd   so  please,  by  the  concurrent  influ* 

sec  of  his  ordinary  power  and  providence,  without  the  help  of 

tniracle,  subsist  in  another  state  of  life  after  this,  even  u  slate 

bat  ahall  not  be  liable  to  that  impairment  and  decay   that  we 

''find  this  subject  to.     More  is  not  (as  yet)  contended  for;  and 
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Ko  much  metbinks  none  should  make  a  diffieuKy  to  admit, 
what  is  evidently  found  in  hint.  For  it  ma}-  well  be  suppo 
that  the  admitting  of  thin  (at  least)  will  svem  much  inoie 
to  amy  free  and  unprtrjudicvd  reason,  than  (o  ascribe  the  o[ 
lions  before  insLinccd  in,  to  allcrahic  or  p4Ti!i liable  matter, 
indeed  to  any  marier  at  all.  It  brinj;  juml}'  pri'sumcd,  (hat  noi 
will  aacribc  to  mailer,  an  such,  the  powers  of  ratiocination 
volition.  For  then  every  particle  of  matter  must  needs  be 
tional  and  intelligent,  (a  high  advance  to  what  one  would  nevi 
have  thought  at  all  active.)  And  bow  unconceivable  is  it,  tl 
the  minute  particles  of  matter,  in  themselves,  each  of  them  de 
titute  of  any  such  powers,  should  by  their  mutual  intercourse 
with  one  another,  become  furnished  with  them '.  That  the. 
should  be  able  to  understand,  deliberate,  resolve,  and  choose, 
ing  assembled  and  duly  disposed  in  counsel  together :  but,  an 
rMt  all  in  a  deep  and  sluggish  silence  !  Besides,  if  the  parlicl 
of  matter  howsoever  nioiiilied  and  moved,  to  Ihe  ulmoM  subtil 
or  tenuity,  and  to  ihe  highest  vigor,  shall  then  become  intel 
gCDl  and  rational,  how  is  it  that  we  observe  not,  as  any  mall 
is  more  subtile  and  more  swiftly  and  vigorously  moved,  it  raak< 
not  a  discetnibly  nearer  approach  (proporiionably]  lo  the  funil 
ty  and  power  of  reasoning  i  And  that  nothing  more  of  an  ai  "' 
tude  or  tendency  towards  intelligence  and  wisdom  is  lo  be 
ccived  in  an  aspiring  flame  or  a  brisk  wind,  than  in  a  clod  or 
stone  ?  If  to  understand,  to  define,  (»  distinguish,  to  sylbgizi 
be  nothing  elfto  but  agitation  and  collision  of  tlie  minute  parts 
a  raritied  matter  among  one  another;  mcthinks,  some  ha[ 
chemist  or  other,  when  he  hath  missed  his  designed  mark,  abo 
hare  hit  upon  some  such  more  noble  product,  and  by  one  othi 
prosperous  sublimation  have  caused  some  temporary  resenibUui' 
(at  least)  of  these  operations.  Or,  if  Ihe  paths  of  nature, 
these  aSairs  of  the  mind,  he  more  abstruse,  and  quite  out  of 
reach  and  road  of  artificial  achievement,  whence  is  it,  that  n. 
lure  herself  (thai  is  vainly  enough  supposed  by  some  to  ba 
bew  so  happy,  as  by  some  casual  strokes  lo  have  fabricated  ( 
SnI  of  human  creatures,  that  hai-e  since  propagated  Ihcmsclvcs 
Itgrown  so  efCcle  and  dnil,  as  never  since  to  hit  ujwn  any  li 
eflect  in  the  hkc  way  :  and  that  no  recoids  of  any  lime,  ot  a 
give  us  ihe  notice  of  some  such  creature  sprung  oul  of  souk:  cp 
curean  womb  of  the  earlh,  and  elaborated  by  the  only  iinmei 
ale  band  of  nature,  so  disposing  the  parts  of  matter  in  Jla  com 
(ution,  that  it  should  be  able  to  perform  the  operation  belong! 
lo  Ihe  mind  of  man.  But  if  we  cannot,  with  any  tolerable  p 
lenee  or  shew  of  reason,  attribute  these  operations  to  any  me 
mailer,  that  there  must  be  »oatewliat  else  in  man  to  which  the 
may  agree,  that  is  distinct  from  his  corruptible  part,  and  that 
therefore  capable,  by  the  advantage  of  its  own  nature,  of  su 
•isting  hereaftsr,  ( while  God  shall  continue   to  it  an  jnfluei 


MAJir  Aa  MORTAL. 


177 


agr««kble  to  ils  nature,  as  he  doth  to  other  cre«lurfi«. }  An<) 
faeace  U  Mems  a  raaiiest  and  sober  deduction,  that  there  is  in 
tba  lulure  of  man,  at  least,  «  capacity  of  an  inmortal  atale. 

Suondly,  ^ovf,  if  wu  jet  suppose  there  is  at^luall)-  no  such 
Mate  for  man  hcrcafttT,  It  is  our  next  business  to  view  the  ends 
for  which,  upon  tlut  supposition,  he  mar  be  thought  to  have 
been  iD«de.  Whence  wo  shall  soon  see,  there  is  not  anv  of  them 
whereof  it  may  be  said,  this  is  what  he  was  created  (or,  as  his 
adequate  end.  And  here  we  have  u  double  agent  to  be  accom- 
modated with  a  suitable  end  ; — Man  now  made  :  and — God  who 
uade  him. 

1.  Mao  himself.     For  it  must  bo  considered,  that  inasmuch 
as  man  is  a  creature  capable  of  propounding  to  himself  an  end, 
and  of  acline  knowingly  and  with  design  towards  it,  (and  indeed 
uncapable  of  acting  othvrwisu  as  a  man,}  it  would  therefore  not 
be  reasonable  lo  speak  of  him,  in  this  discourse,  as  if  be  were 
tDcrclf  passivir,  and  10  be   acted  only  by  another:  but  we  must 
reckon  bim  obliged,  in  subordination  lo  bis  Maker,  to  intend  and 
pur»ue   (himself)  the  proper  end  for  which  he  ujipointcd  and 
made  him.     And  in  reason  we  are  to  expect  ihat  what  (iod  hath 
L  appointed  to  be  his  ptopor  end,  should  be  such  aa  is  in  itself 
I  most  highly  desirable,  suitable  lo  the  utmost  capacity  of  his  na- 
ture, and  attainable  by  bis  action;  so  carrying  with  it  sufficient 
I  inducements,  both  of  desire  and  hope,  to  a  vigorous  and  rational 
prosecution  of  it.     Thus  we  must,  at  least,  conceive  it  to  havo 
been  in   the  piimilixe  inslituliun  of  man's  end,  unto  which  the 
'  expostulation  hnth  reference. — Wherefore  hast  Ihou  made  all  men 
I  in  Tain  }  And  we  ean  think  of  no  ends  which  men  either  do  or 
ought  to  projiound  to  themselves,  but  by  tlie  direction  of  one  of 
these  principles,  sense,  reason,  or  religion. 

(I.)  Sense  is  actually  the  great  dictator  to  the  most  of  men, 
[wid  de  facto,  in  fact,  deteimioes  (hem  to  the  mark  and  scope 
I  whieh  they  pursue,  and  animates  the  whole  pursuit.  Not  that 
La«nse  is  by  itself  capable  of  designating  an  end,  but  it  too  gencr- 
jkUy  inclines  and  biasscs  rcnran  herein.  So  that  reason  hath  no 
pother  hand  in  the  busineu,  than  only  as  a  slave  to  sense,  to  form 
the  desi^  and  conlrire  (ho  methods  which  may  most  conduce  to 
I  it,  for  the  gratilicalion  of  sen.^ual  appetite  and  incUnation  at  last. 
And  (he  appctitions  of  sense  (wherein  it  hath  so  much  mastery 
|«nd  dominion)  are  but  such  as  we  And  enumerated,  t  John  2.  16. 
The  lust  of  the  flesh,  the  lust  of  the  eye,  the  pride  of  life.  Or 
r|if  we  understand  the  apostle  to  use  the  name  of  lust  objective^ 
tiy)  the  objects  sufficiently  connote  (he  appetitions  themselres. 
[All  which  may  &tly  he  referred  lo  sense  :  either  (he  outward 
[lenses,  or  the  fancy  or  im.igination,  which  as  deservedly  comes 
1-tinder  the  same  common  denomination. 

Now,  who  can  think  the  siiiisfyingof  these  lusts  the  commen- 
jrate  end  of  man  ■'  Who  would  not,  upon  the  supposition  of  oo 
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highvi,  uy  with  Ihe  Psalmisl,  Wherefore  hast  thou  made 
mon  in  vain?  To  what  purpose  was  it  for  hint  to  live  in 
world  a  few  years,  upon  thin  account  only,  and  w  go  down 
the  place  of  silence  ?  What  is  (here  in  the  momcntarv  satiiifi 
lion  of  this  mortal  llc»h  ;  in  liii«  p)c«»tT>g  view  of  a  masH  of  trei 
BUrc,  (which  he  never  brought  with  him  into  the  world,  but 
|v  heaped  togellicr,  nod  so  leave*  not  the  world  richer  or  poo: 
than  he  found  it, )  what  is  there  in  (he  applause  and  ndnirration 
fools,  (as  the  zrealer  part  always  are,)  that  we  Mmuld  think 
worth  the  while  for  man  to  hare  lived  for  these  thing;  f  If  th« 
question  were  put,  Wherefore  did  God  make  man  ?  who  would 
not  be  ashamed  so  to  answer  it.  He  made  him  to  eat,  and  dhiif ' 
and  lake  his  pleasure,  to  gather  up  wealth  for  he  knows  not  wb 
to  use  his  inventions,  that  each  one  mar  become  a  talk  and  woi 
der  to  the  rest ;  and  (hen  when  he  hath  fetched  a  few  turns  u| 
OD  the  theatre,  and  entertained  the  eyes  of  bcholdent  with  a  fiv 
scene  of  impertinencit^s,  rfespend  and  never  be  beard  of  raon 
What,  that  he  .ihnuld  come  into  the  world  furnished  with  su 
powers  and  endowments  for  this  .'  It  were  a  like  case,  as  if 
should  be  clad  in  scarlet  to  go  to  plough,  or  curiously  instruc 
in  arts  and  seicncc  to  tend  ho^. 

( !! )  If  we  rise  higher,  to  the  view  of  such  ends  as  more 
fined  reason  may  propo»!,  within  the  compass  only  of  this  pi 
sent  state;  we  will  suppose  that  it  be  cither,  the  arquisiiion 
much  knowledge,  the  furnishing  his  understanding  itiih  store  of 
choice  and  well-digested  notions;  that  he  may  piciine  himself 
ID  beinf^  (or  in  having  men  think  him  J  a  learned  wiglil.  D 
robs  away  all  his  gain.  And  what  is  die  worhl  the  better  ?  H 
little  shall  he  enrich  the  clods,  among  which  he  must  shortly 
down  and  have  bis  abode.'  Or  howlitlleis  the  gain,  when  the  la 
and  travail  of  so  many  years  arc  all  vanished  and  blown  aW: 
with  the  last  puff  of  his  dying  breath,  and  the  fruit  that  remai 
is  to  have  it  said  by  thoNc*  that  survive,  "  Thet«  lies  Icara 
dusi  ?'*  That  any  part  of  his  acquisitions,  in  that  kind,  deec 
to  others,  little  belters  (he  caw,  when  ihcy  (hat  succeed  are 
hastening  down  also  into  the  same  ignoble  dust.  Resides,  the 
is  an  increase  of  sorrow,  both  hecaune  the  nhjcels  of  Unowledi 
do  bu(  increase  and  (he  mote  he  knows  do  multiply  ibe  more  upi 
him,  so  as  to  be^et  a  despair  of  ever  knowing  so  much  as 
shall  know  himself  to  be  ignorant  of ;  and  a  Ihousaitd  dou 
about  things  be  hath  more  deeply  considered  which  his  confidei 
(undiscovered]  ignorance  never  dreamt  of  or  suspected.  And 
thence  an  unquictncss,  an  irresolution  of  mind,  which  they  Ihi 
never  drove  at  any  such  mark  are  (more  contentedly)  un  _ 
quainlcd  with.  And  nl»o,  because  (hat  by  how  much  knowledge 
hath  refined  a  man's  soul,  so  much  it  is  more  sensible  and  per- 
ceptive of  troublesome  impressions  from  Ihe  disorderly  stale 
things  in  the  world  -,  which  they  that  converA  only  with  nan 
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uid  dirt,  kavc  nnl  xpiriu  clarilied  and  fine  etiou^  to  receive. 
I  So  that,  cxcc-pl  n  man's  Icnowiiig  more  ibsn  others  were  (o  be 
"fcrrcd  to  anollKT  ulali.*,  the  labor  of  aliaiiiing  thereto,  aod  oth- 
■eceswry  distulvaniagvs,  would  hard);  ever  be  compensated 
the  fruit  or  pleuurc  of  il.  And  unless  a  man  would  suppose 
iRuir  made  for  torinonl,  ho  would  be  shrewdly  tempted  to 
linlc  a  quiet  and  drowsy  ignorance  a  happier  slate- 
Or  if  that  a  man'ii  reason,  with  »  peculi^inly  of  temper,  guide 
him  to  an  active  negotiating  life,  rather  than  that  of  contempla- 
"ya;  and  determine  him  to  the  endeavor  of  serving  mankiad, 
the  community  to  which  he  belongs  :  by  how  much  the  wor- 
dier actions  he  performs,  and  by  how  much  more  he  halh  per- 
eclod  and  accomplished  himself  with  parts  am)  promptitude 
>r  such  actions  ;  the  lo^^s  and  vanity  is  but  the  greater  thereby, 
ce  bo  and  those  he  affected  to  »crvc,  arc  aU  going  down  to 
silent  grave.  Of  how  little  use  are  the  politician,  (he  states- 
■an,  the  senator,  the  judgt,  or  the  eloquent  man,  if  we  lay  aside 
lie  consideration  of  their  suldscrvicncy  to  the  keeping  the  world 
a  more  com|>osed  and  oi-derly  Mate,  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
»t  designu  of  eternity,  when  ere  long  all  their  thoughts  shall 
what  mailer  were  it  what  became  of  the  world,  wheth- 
it  be  wise  or  foolish,  rich  or  poor,  quiet  or  unquiet,  governed 
ungoveinrd  ?  Whoever  should  make  ihtir  order  andlranquil- 
theii  study,  or  that  Hhould  intend  their  thoughts  and  eodea- 
to  the  finding  out  the  exactcst  methods  and  rules  of  goveni- 
»at  and  policy,  should  but  do  as  they  that  should  use  a  great 
Eal  of  pains  and  art  in  the  curious  adorning  and  trimming  up  of 
ying  |)ersou;  or  as  if  some  one,  among  many  condemned  p«r- 
>n»,  nhould  be  very  solii-iiious  to  have  them  match  with  him  in 
erjr  exact  order  to  the  place  of  execution.  If  the  world  be 
it  looked  upon  as  an  attiring  room  to  dress  one's  self  in,  for 
appearance  on  the  eternal  stage  ;  but  only  as  a  great  charnel- 
>use,  where  they  undress  bim)  put  off  themselves,  to  sleep  in 
Erissting  darkness ;  how  can  wc  think  il  worth  a  thought,  or 
the  sobji-ct  of  any  rational  designs  or  care  ?  Who  would 
M  rather  bless  himself  in  a  more  rational  neglect  and  rcgard- 
tM  of  all  human  alTiim;  and  account  an  unconcerned  in- 
»noy  the  highest  wisiiom  ?  Yea 
[S.)  If  we  suppo^  teligion  (which  we  need  not  because  it 
mentioned  in  this  order  conceive  exclusive  of  reason,  but  rath- 
perfective  of  it :  for  reason  having  first  found  out  God,  reli- 
ion  adores  him )  to  become  with  any  the  ruling  piinciplc,  and  to 
ivo  the  direction  and  government  uf  the  man,  as  to  his  way 
!td  end  ;  how  would  oven  ihnt  hirsguiiih  with  the  best,  were  the 
Itnstderation  of  a  future  Mate  laid  abide,  which  with  so  few, 
twithslAndinK  K,  hath  any  eOicacy  at  all  to  command  and  gov* 
their  livcsT  Religion  terminates  upon  God;  and  upon  him 
gder  a  double  notion,  either  as  we  design  service  and  honor  to 
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bim,  or  u  from  bim  vie  design  Mlitbction  and  blessednew  W_ 
ounwlve*.     Now  if  a  maii'ti  thoughts  and  Ihe  intenlion  of 
mind  be  carried  towards  Uod  under  the  foi  nter  notion,  bow  _ 
an  allay  and  abatement  roust  it  needs  be  to  the  vigor  and  zeal  i 
his  aflection,  who  shall  with  Ihe  moti  sincere  devotcdness  app 
himself  (o  sorre  his  interest  and  glor}-,  to  leflert  upon  the  ui 
Ters^l   mortality  of  himself  ond  mankind,  without  anj'  bope  oT 
compensation  to  it  by  a  future  immortality  ? 

It  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  the  utmost  conltibuttunsof  erea- 
turcs  ciin  ndd  nothing  to  him  :  and  that  our  glorifying  him  dolh 
only  conusi,  cither  in  our  ackivowledging  him  glorious  ourselvca, 
or  rcfM-esenling  him  so  to  others.  But  bow  little  doth  it  signify, 
and  how  Hat  and  low  a  thing  would  it  seem,  that  I  should  only 
turn  mine  eye  upwards  and  think  a  few  adminne;  thoughts  of  God 
this  hour,  while  i  apprehend  myself  liable  to  lose  my  very 
thinking  power  and  whole  being  the  next  ?  Or  if  we  could 
spread  his  just  renown,  and  gain  all  the  sons  of  men  to  a  con- 
currence with  us  in  the  adoring  of  his  sorvreign  cscolleoeies, 
how  would  it  damp  and  stiRc  such  loyal  and  dutiful  nRcclion,  to 
consider,  (hat  the  universal  testimony,  so  deservedly  j^ivcn  him, 
shall  shortly  cease  for  ever,  and  thai  tnlinilely  Messed  Being  be 
ere  long  ( again,  as  he  was  from  eternity  before }  the  only  witness 
of  his  own  glory  ?  And  if  Ihe  propension  of  a  man's  soul  be  to- 
wards God  under  (be  Ulter  notion  also,  in  order  to  a  satisfaction 
that  shall  thence  aeciuc  to  himself,  (which  design,  both  in  the 
pursuit  and  execution  of  it,  is  so  conjunct  with  the  former  (hat 
it  cannot  be  severed,)  it  cannot  hut  be  an  unspeakable  diminu- 
tion and  cheek  to  the  highest  delights  in  this  kind,  to  think  how 
soon  they  shall  have  an  end  ;  that  (he  darkness  and  diiNi  of  the 
grave  shall  shortly  obscure  and  exiinguidt  the  glory  of  this  light* 
some  scene. 

To  think   every  time  one  enters  that  blessed  presence,  for 
aught  I  know  I  sluill  approach  it  no  more !  This  is  possibly  my 
last  sight  of  thai  pleiisant  fncc,  my  last  taste  of  those  enravish- 
ing  pleasures !  What  hitlcmcss  must  this  infuse  into  the  most  de- 
licious sweelnewiour  taMe  could  (hen  admit !  And  hy  how  mucl 
more  free  and  large  grace  should   be  in  its  present  communie 
tioos,  and  by  how  much  any  soul  should  he  more  experience 
in  (he  life  of  God  and  inured  to  divine  delights,  so  much  (he 
more  grievous  and  afflictive  resentments  it  could  not  but  have  of 
the  nppro,«ching  end  of  all ;  and  he  the  more  powerfully  tempt- 
ed to  say,  LonI,  why  was  I  made  in  vain  .'  How  faint  and  Ian- 
fuid  would  cndeavorii  be  after  the  knowledge  of  that  God  whoi^^ 
may  but  only  know  and  die  ^  How   impotent   and  incifectu^H 
would  the  altractionH  of  this  end  be  to  man  in  this  terrene  stal^' 
to  raise  him  above  the  world,  and  lescue  bim  from  the  power  of 
••osible  things,  to  engage  him  in  the  pursuit  of  that  snnc 
purity  which  alone  can  qualify  him   for  converse  with 
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him  nti[  in  a  conflict  against  Hie  (mi)rc  nalui-al)  iiiHin&tions   I 
[of  MBS0,  when  ir  with   much  talwr  aiid    painful  titriviiif;,  much'    | 
artMsoiil  and  scvvritjr  tu  iIk-  Desli,  any  (lia|)o»itii>n  should  Ikt  at* 
tflinvd  to  relish  <livinc  pleasures,  it  be  consjilored  all  thn  while, 
lh«(  tb«  end  of  M  may  he  as  »oon  lost  oa  it  in  gained  ;  and  that 
[poMibly  there  may  he  no  more  than  a  moment's  pleasut^  (o  re-'  j 
I  eon|>enHe  the  paini  nnd  cnntlicts  of  many  years)  Although,  in   ' 
'  this  ease,  the  coiitinu:il  hojw  and  expcclolion  of  some  farther 
manifcsintiori  and  fruition    might  much   influence  a  pcrfton  al-   | 
'  ready   holy,  and  a  great  lover  of  Uod,  unto  a   ntcadfnsl  adher-    i 
ence  lo  him ;   yet  how  little  would  it  do  to  make  men  such, 
that  are  yet  unBuilabte  and  disaffected  lo  him  ?  or  even  to  reeov- 
I  er  such  out  of  their  lapsed  and  drowsy  6ts,  that  are  not  altogether 
I  ao  ?  'I 

I      And  it  is  further  to  be  conaidered,  that  since  God  bath  given 
,  man  a  being  capable  of  stibsisling  in  another  slate,  (as  doth  ap- 
ipear  by  what  liaih  been  already  said;)  and  since  \tc  is  therefore    ' 
■  capable  of  enjoyinf;  a  greater  happiness  than  his  present  state'  I 
'  can  admit  of;  that  capacity  will  draw  upon  him  a  nost  indtspcn- 
[  sable  obligation  to  intend  that  happiness  as  his  end.     For  admit    i 
[  (hat  there  be  no  future  state  for  him,  it  is  however  impossible 
I  any  man  sltould  know  there  is  none ;  and  upon  an  impartial  view 
I  of  the  whole  case,  he  haih  enough  to  render  it   (at  least)  far 
mnre  likely  to  him  that  there  is.     And  certainly  he  cannot  but    I 
1  be  obliged  to  pursue  the  highest  good  (even  by  the  law  of  na- 
ture  itself)   which  his  nature  is  capable  of:  which  probably  be    i 
may  attain,  and  which  be  is  nowhere  forbidden  by  bis  Creator 
to  aspire  unto.     Whence  therefore,  if  we  now  circumscribe  bim 
within  the  limits  of    lhi»   present   mortal   state;  or   if,   for  sr>    i 
I  (luimnt's  sake,  we  suppose  eventually   there  is  no  other ;  wc  • ' 
[mast  not  only  confess  that  capacity  to  be  given  him  in  vain,  but 
that  he  t^  obli;;ed  also  to  employ  the  principal  endeavors  of  his    ' 
I  life  ami  all  bis  powers  in  vain,  (for  certainly   his  principal  en- 
t  rieavor  ought  to  be  laid  out  in  order  to  his  prineipsi  end  ; )  that '  j 
I  is,  to  pursue  that  good  which  lie  may  attain,  but  never  shall ;    . 
I  and  which  is  posiiiblc  to  him,  but  not  upon  any  terms  future. 
And  if  it  be  admitted,  that  the  subject  state  of  man  must  silence 
all  objections  iii;ainst  any  such  inconsi.stencies,  and  make  him    i 
leontent  t<^  act  in  pure  obedience  to  his  Maker  (whether  he  sig'    . 
Inify  his  will  by  the  law  of  nature  only,  or  by  any  positive  pre- 
|cep4.)  tlwugh  he  shall  not  hereafter  enjoy  any  permanent  slate  ' 
[  of  hKMedness  as  the  consequent  reward  :  that  virtue  and  good- ' ' 
Iness,  a  holy  rectitude  of  inclinations  nnd  actions,  are  reward    j 
[enoaeb  lo  themM;lve!i :  Ihsl   there  is  that  justiee  and  sweetness ' 
ifai  rtngion,  to  oblige  him  lo  love  and  revej-enee  and  adore  the  di- 
vine Majesty  this  moment,  though  he  were  sure  lo  perish  for 
levftr  and  ho  reduced  to  nothing  the  next.     I  Mf,  admitting  all 
[this;  yei, 
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9.  Since  the  blessed  God  bimseli  is  tu  lie  considertMl  u  ti» 
prtncipnl  Agent  and  Designer  in  litis  iriquiry  "Wbj-  hut 
inadc  all  men  in  vain  ^"  It  le  with  mwlvHl  and  humblv  r«vert 
to  bo  eonstdcrcd,  What  end  woilhf  of  (hat  infinitely  perfect 
iog,  ho  ma}'  be  supposed  to  have  propounded  to  himself  in  fori 
ing  such  a  creature  of  m  improvable  a  nature,  and  furnished 
JO  noble  faculties  and  powers,  for  so  transient  and  teioporar;  C~ 
.Ptale :  and  how  well  it  will  consist  with  (he  most  obvious  and 
unquestionable  notions  we  can  have  of  an  absolutclj*  perfeel  Be- 
ing and  the  attributes  which  he  moat  pccuharly  ebBUenf>e8  an 
kppropriatefl  to  himself,  (so  as  not  only  to  own,  but  to  ^orjr  i 
Ibem,)  that  he  should  ((ire  bcin^  not  to  some  few  onl}-,  but 
ibc  whole  species  of  human  creatures,  and  (herein  communica 
to  them  a  nature  capable  of  knowing,  of  loving  and  enjoying 
himself  in  a  blessed  eternily,  with  a  design  lo  continue  them  oth 
\y  for  some  short  space  on  earth,  in  a  low  and  imperfect  stal 
wherein  they  shall  be  liable  lo  sink  still  lower,  to  the  vilest 
■basement  of  their  natures;  and  yet  not  for  (heir  transgressiq 
herein,  (for  it  is  Ihc  mortality  of  man,  not  by  sin,  but  by  ere 
lion  or  the  de»ij;n  of  the  Creator  only,  that  is  tww  supposed,) 
but  for  his  mere  pleasure  to  bereave  tliem  of  beinu,  and  reduce 
them  all  ugain  to  nothing?  It  is  to  be  considered,  Whether,  (hag 
lo  resolve  and  do,  can  any  way  agree  lo   (lod,  according  to  tt^H 
clearest  and  most  assured  conceptions  of  him ;  not  from  our  rM^I 
Boning  only,  but  his  discovery  of  himself.     For  otherwise  we 
KO  the  imp4ilation  falls  where  wc  should  dread  to  let  it  rest^j 
having  made  man  in  vain. 

f  fe  i.t,  in  common  account,  said  lo  act  vainly,  who  acts  beneatl 
himself,  so  as  to  pursue  an  end  allogethvr  unworthy  of  him,  or 
none  at  all.  It  is  true,  that  some  HDgle  aets  may  he  done  by  great 
persons  as  a  divertisenient,  without  dishonorable  reflection,  that 
may  seem  much  beneath  them.  And  if  any  do  sloop  to  vorjr 
mean  oflices  and  employments  to  do  good,  to  help  the  distrctaed 
and  relieve  the  miserable,  it  ii  a  glorious  acquest ;  and  the  greater 
tbey  are,  the  higher  it  the  glory  of  their  condescending  goodness. 
Benignity  of  nature  and  a  propen$ion  tu  the  most  uaespec(ed 
acts  of  a  merciful  i>clf-depressiun,  when  the  case  may  require  it, 
are  the  most  comely  oruameuls  of  princely  greatness,  and  oat- 
shine  the  glory  of  the  richest  diadem.  But  a  wonted  babiluel 
course  of  mean  actions  in  great  pei  sons,  speaks  a  low  design  or  ao 
design  at  all,  but  either  a  humor  to  trifle,  or  a  mischievouf  na- 
ture and  disposition,  and  would  ne.-crfailto  be  thought  inglorious 
■nil  infamous;  as  may  be  &ecn  in  the  instances  of  Sardanapalus* 
^pijiniiig,  .tnd  Domitian's  killing  of  flics. 

\S'hen  wisdom  and  g«o<lncas  arc  in  cunjunetion  witb  power 
and  giealness,  they  never  persuade  »  dcitceot  but  upon  such 
terms  and  for  such  purposes  that  a  more  glorious  advancement 
shall  ensue.     Wisdom  foreseeing  that  end,  and  goodneas  readily 
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kiiie  ibe  way,  wliicli  (<liouje;h  it  were  most  undesigned,  or  not 
gedf  at  as  aR  vn<l)  could  not  fail  to  cfTvct  it-     Nor  are  any  at- 
ribuies  of  llin  Divine  Being  more  conspictious  thao  thcso  ;  more 
[testified  by  liimMlf,  or  ntoi«  f^iif;rally  Acknowledged  hy  all  men 
Itat  have  not  denit^d  his  exi!<t«n«e.     Or  if  itny   n.ive  done  that 
lolenee  to  their  own  mind§,  as  lo  erase  and  blot  out  thence  the 
elief  of  any  existing  Ueity,  yet  at  least,  while  they  deny  it, 
liey  cannot  but  have  this  notion  of  what  they  deny,  and  grant 
hat  these  are  ^at  perfections,  and   oiu^l  agree  to  God,  upon 
ipposition  that  he  do  exist.     If  therefore  he  shmild  do  any  thing 
spugnant  to  thew,  »r  we  should  suppose  him  to  do  »o,  we  should 
Iheri'in  suppo.se  him  to  act  below  a  God,  and  so  as  were  very 
ftinwortliy  of  him.     And  though  it  becomes  us  to  be  very  difli- 
IcdI  of  our  own  reasoning!)  concerning  ihe  counsels  nnd  designs 
>r  that  eternal  Being ;  sn  as  if  we  should  find  him  lo  assert  any 
"ling  expressly  of  himself,  which  we  know  not  how  to  reconcile 
'4lh  our  own  preconcciA'cd  ihou^ils,  therein  to  yield  him  the 
baose,  and  confess  thu  debility  of  our  underi^tnndings  :  yet  eer- 
ainty,  it  were  great  m^bness  and  void  «f  all  pretence,  to  sop- 
OM  any  thing  which  nc-Jibcr  be  saith  of  himself;  nor  we  know 
bow,  cousistentiv,  to  tliink.     Nor  are  we,  in  judging  of  hts  dc- 
Ijgnt,  to  bring  him  down  to  our  model,  or  measure  him  by  man, 
VDOAe  designs  do  for  the  most  part  bespeak  only  his  own  indi- 
gency, and  are  levelled  at  his  own  advantage  and  the  bettering 
Itome  way  or  other  of  his  present  condition.     Whatsoever  the 
reat  God  dolh  towards  his  creatures,  we   must  understand  him 
ho  do,  ihotigh  with  <lesiK"i  yl  hum  nu  exuberant  fulness  of  life 
and  being,  by  which  he  i.t  unrnpable  of  nu  accession  to  himself, 
had  hence  that  he  can  in  reference  to  himself  hare  no  other  in- 
Jucement  lo  such  action,  besides  Ihe  eomplaeency  whieh  he  takes 
|jn  diffusing  his  free  communications,  (for  he  exercises  loving* 
[kindness,  Judgment,  and  ri^bteousness  in   the  earth,  because  he 
|'delii;htelb  in  these  things,  Jcr.  9.    ii-)    and  the  maintaining  the 
Ijust  honor  nnd   reputation  of  his  ^vernment  over  hia  creatures, 
I'Who  as  Ibcy  arc  of  him,  and  through  him,  must  be  all  to  htm, 
1iat  he  may  have  glory  forever.     Rom.  II.  36. 
Now  though  it  be  most  undoubtedly  irae,  that  Ihe  80rereif;nty 
I  of  hi-s  (lower  and  dominion  oter  his  creatures  (of  which  he  hnin 
Itio  need,  and  to  whom  he  so  freely  gave  being)  is  so  absoluti! 
land  unlimited,  that  if  we  consider  that  only,  we  mn<it  acknow- 
ledge,  he  might  create  a  man  or  an  anf;ci   and  annibilnle  him 
[presently  ;  yea,  that  he  might,  if  be  so  pleased,  raise  up  many 
ribousand  worlds  of  intelligent  and  innocent  creatures  into  being 
[lin  one  moment,  and  throw  them  into  nothing  again  the  very 
f^eit  moment.     Yet  how  unwan-antably  should  we  maim  the  no- 
ition  of  (Jod,  if  we  should  conceive  of  him  only  according  lo  one 
attribute,  sei^lnding  the   consideration   of  the  rest }     IIow  mift- 
'  ibapCD  u)  id«a  3h«>uld  we  bear  of  him  in  our  oinds  ?     And  bow 
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^vould  it  deform  tb»  fac«  of  proTidcncc,  and  spoil  Uie  decor 
of  his  administrations,  if  (Itcy  should  be  l)ic  clfccls  of  one 
gle  allribule  only,  tlio  other  hiiving  no  influence  on  the  affiiiiis 
Ihe  world?     If  nothing  but  mtrcy  itltotild  appear  in  his  dJ: 
Balions  towanis  sinful  mnn,  (»>  thai  ever}'  tnan  might  do  w 
wcru  good  in  his  own  ej'«»,  without  cause  of  fear  to  bo  exiled 
account;  if  the  most  dissolute  and  pi-ofnne  were  eiiually  assu 
of  his  favor,  vnik  those  ^iho  are  most  holy  and  strictljr  n?gi 
in  all  llieir  conveTsalion,  what  would  be  thought  of  God  sm 
ligion  ?    Or  bow  Ehould  we  savour  ih«  notion  of  an  unpure 
ily,  taking  pleasure  to  indulge  the  wickodncss  of  men  ?  And  if/ 
t%C€  alone  have  the  whole  maoBgeoicnt  of  affairs,  and  every 
ol  sin  be  followed  with  an  act  of  sudden  vrngennce,  and  t 
whole  world  become  a  flaming  theatre,  and  held  in  a  hopel 
expi'ctnlion  of  fiery  indignation  and  of  judgment  without  mer 
what  would  t>ecome  of  that  amiable    representation,  and 
conmlatory  thoughts  we  have  of  God,  and  of  that  love  and  d' 
which  some  souls  do  bear  towards  him  ?     Or  if  powtr  riii 
aflect  daily  to  shrw  itself  in  unusual  appearances  and  eHeels, 
changing  every   hour  the  shapes  of  the  terrestrial  creatures 
perpcKiiil  fjuirk  innovations  of  the  courses  of  the  celestial,  w 
a   liiousniid  more  kinds  of  prodigious  events  that  mieht  bo  tl 
hourly  effects  of  unlimited  power,  how  were  (he  order  of 
world  disturbed,  and  how  unlovely  an  idea  would  it  beget 
every  intelligent  creature,  of  him  that  made  and  rules  Jt.^     Yi 
it  is  from  no  defect  of  mercy,  that  all  men  are  not  equally  fav 
ed  and  blcs»exl  of  God  ;  nor  of  jutlice,  that  a  speedy  vengcan 
is  not  taken  of  all ;  nor  of  f  owcr,  that  the  world  is  not  filled  wi 
astonishing  wonders  every  day  ;  hut  rather  from  their  uoexcc 
iveness,  and  tliat  they  make  that  blessed  temperature  where  th< 
reside,  and  are  exercised  in  to  exact  proportion,  that  nothing 
ever  done  unworthy  of  him,  who  is,  at  once,  both  perfectly  mer- 
ciful, and  juBt,  and  powerful,  and  wise,  and  hath  all  porfcclio: 
eminently  comprehended  and  united  in  his  own  most  simple 
ing.     It  were  therefore  besides  the  purpose  to  insist  only  w 
wvereigD  power,  considered  apart,  might  do  ;  hut   wc  are 
consider  wlial  may  be  congruous  to  him  to  do,  who  is  infinite! 
wise  and  good,  as  well  as  powerful. 

(l.)Let  it  be  wei^liefl,  how  it  may  square  with  the  divine  wit* 
dom,  to  give  being  to  a  world  of  reasonable  creatures,  and  givii 
them  only  a  short  limft  of  abode  in  being,  to  nbondoo  them  to 
perpetual  annihilation,    Wisdom  in  any  agent  must  needs  tu 
the  intention  of  some  valuable  end  of  bis  action.     And  the 
rine  wisdom,  wherein  it  hath  an  end  diverse  from  that  wfai 
bis  pure  goodness  and  benignity  towards  his  creatures  would 
dine  him  to,  (which  also  wc  must  conceive  it  most  intent  to  pi 
mole  and  further,)  ciinnot  but  have  il  chietly  in  desig;n  ;  it  bei 
deletmtne^  (hat  his  guodnew  should  open  itself  and  biaalt  ti 


oer- 

I 


tUJt  AM  MORTAI.. 


s»& 


linto  ft  crMlioiti  and  that  of  reaitouable  creatures,  so  to  mauagc 
[itiA  KDvemineiit  over  these,  (which  indeed  nxo  the  only  gtibJeeU 
[sir  goviirnmeDl  iii  the  strict  and  pcopur  notion  of  it,)  as  may  must 
reserve  his  authority,  and  keep  up  Lis  just  interest  in  ihem, 
>tb  by  recoinmendiog  bim  to  tbcir  fear  and  love  ;  to  possesv 
lein  with  that  pure  and  necessary  rcvervnce  of  him  tbat  ma; 
■tniii  ihcDi  from  tonlcinpiuuu!)  Hinninf;;  and  do  endear  his 
jvemntcnt  to  Ihtm,  aii  to  c.ngugc  (licm  tu  .1  placid  and  free  obe- 
licncc.  But  how  little  would  it  agree  with  this  design  of  the 
iivine  wUdoui,  to  have  made  man  only  for  this  teuporary  state  i 
Vor, 
[  I .]  How  little  would  it  tend  (o  tbc  begetting  and  lettltitg 
at  fear  of  God  in  the  hearts  of  men,  that  were  necessary  to 
preserve  hiH  authotity  and  govcrniui^ni  from  a  profane  contempt; 
lieteas  daily  ex[)cricnc(;  shews,  that  there  is  now  no  difl'ereiice 
aade  between  (hem  tbat  fear  God  and  ibein  that  fear  biro  not, 
Bnless  wherein  the  former  are  worse  dealt  with  and  more  expos- 
'  to  sufferings  «ii<l  wi\>n|i;s :  ihaL,  at  least,  it  is  oni'Q  (yea,  for 
most  part]  so,  (hat  to  depart  from  iniquity  is  lu  Dtaxu  one'a 
dIT  •  prey  ;  ttiat  ihosc  who  profess  and  evidence  (be  rou»l  entire 
levottMJncss  to  God,  and  pay  ihe  greatest  observance  and  duty 
bim,  become  a  common  scorn  upon  this  very  account,  and  are 
■  continual  danger  to  be  eaten  up  as  bread  by  (hose  tbat  call  not 
iponGod;  wbilo  in  tbc  mean  time  Ibe  tabernacles  of  robbers 
asper,  and  ibey  llial  provoke  God  arc  secure,  arc  not  plai^ued 
olbcr  men,  nor  in  trouble  asf  other  men.  And  judgment  is 
il  burc  executed  for  wickt-d  works  in  (his  world.  )f  also  no- 
biugis  to  be  expected,  eithtr  of  good  or  evil,  in  another,  wbo  is 
bkely  to  be  induced,  in  this  case,  to  fear  God  or  to  he  mhjcct  to 
I .'  And  bow  unlike  is  this  to  the  nisdoot  of  the  sttpreme 
tuler,  to  expose  bis  raoM  rightful  and  sovereign  authority  to  the 
fearless  and  insolent  aflronts  of  bJa  own  revolted  creatures,  with- 
Hput  any  dcugn  of  future  reparation  to  it;  as  if  be  had  creeled 
^Wieoi  on  purpose,  only  to  curse  bim  and  die?.  But  he  hath 
^■prevented  tbc  occasion  of  so  reproachful  a  censure,  and  (bought 
^Bt  to  till  his  word  and  (he  conscience  of  gudty  sinners  with 
^■threats  and  dreadful  pre»gcs  of  a  future  judgment  and  stale  of 
^"punishment.  To  which  he  is  no  le.M  ronccnicd,  both  in  point  of 
wtadom  and  veracity,  (and  I  may  add  of  legal  justice,)  to  make 
\t  event  eorrftSponiJ,  tltat  he  may  neither  be  found  to  have 
jmitted  any  due  eour.<ie  for  preventing  or  redress  of  so  gr«at  au 
IvU  :  and  tbat  if  the  threatening  do  not  efl'ectually  over-awe  sin- 
ers,  Ihe  execution  roay  at  least  right  himself:  and  that,  in  the 
lean  timn,  be  do  not  ( that  which  would  least  of  all  become  him, 
nd  which  arc  most  repugnant  to  his  nature)  make  use  of  a  so- 
cmn  fiction  (o  kei-p  the  world  in  order,  and  maintain  his  gwcm- 
icnt  by  falsehood  and  deceit,  that  ia,  by  threatening  what  be 
Itaow*  atwU  aaT«f  be. 
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[i.]  Nm  vrtn  there  (in  the  case  all  aloDg  supposed)  a  in< 
probable  urovinion  made,  to  conciliate  and  procure  to  the  Divtl 
Majesty  the  love  which  il  is  ti-quisilc  he  should  have  from  t 
children  of  men.  And  this  fiannot  but  be  thought  another 
method  for  his  wisdom  to  pitch  upon,  to  render  hrs  governine 
acceptable,  and  to  engap;e  mnn  to  thai  free  and  complnccntial 
subjiTtioii  which  is  Miitahle  tn  a  God.  For  how  can  (hot  filial 
and  diiiifiil  afTnclion  evct  be  (be  genuine  product  or  impress 
inch  a  representation  of  the  rase  beineen  God  and  (hem  ;  t 
■,  that  the}-  shall  be  most  indispensably  obliged  to  dernle  Ih 
whole  being  and  «l)  (heir  powers  entirely  lo  his  service  and 
terest ;  exacdy  to  observe  his  strictest  laws,  to  keep  under 
severest  rcstminl  (heir  most  innate,  rcluctnnt  inctinnlions  ;  and 
in  the  mi-nii  lime  cxpeel  lh«  »<ln)ini:^lraiions  of  providence  to 
such,  tow.^rd.H  (hem,  thiit  they  siiall  find  bartlrr  nsfl|!e  all  the  da 
than  hid  most  insolent  iind  irreconcilable  enemies,  iind  all' 
lose  their  very  beings,  they  know  not  how  soon,  and  thcrcnntl 
{noGCfisarily}  all  possibilities  of  any  future  recompense.  Is  this 
a  likely  way  to  procure  love,  and  to  captivate  hearts  into  an 
aBectionalo  and  free  olH'dience?  Or  what  is  it  probable  to  pro 
diKc,  btit  a  tu^ur  and  sullen  despondency,  the  exfinctioR  of 
geocrouN  alft-ction,  and  a  tcnrpcr  mnrc  a^eeablc  (o  a  forced  ei 
ihnlmenl  to  some  malif;oi<nt,  insultinjE  genius,  than  a  willi 
subjection  lo  the  tiod  of  all  grace  and  Iovk  ?  And  every  o 
will  he  ready  to  say,  There  is  little  of  wisdom  in  ihnt  govern- 
ment, (he  administration  whereof  is  neither  apllo  beget  foar  nor 
love  in  those  that  are  subject  to  it ;  but  ei(her  through  the  want 
of  t!»e  one  to  be  dcspi^d,  or  to  he  regretted  through  (he  want  of 
(be  other.  And  this  being  the  very  esse,  upon  supposition  of 
no  future  slate,  it  seems  altogether  unworthy  of  the  divine  wis- 
dom, llial  such  a  creature  should  ever  have  been  made  as  man, 
upon  which  no  end  is  atlainahle  ( as  Ihe  coui>c  of  providence 
commonly  runs  in  this  world,)  in  comparisun  whereof,  it  were 
not  better  and  more  honorable  to  his  .Maker ,  { whose  interest  it 
is  the  part  of  his  wisdom  lo  consult,)  that  he  had  never  bci 
And  therefore,  us  to  (iod  and  Ihe  jusl  and  woilhy  designs  of 
glory,  he  would  acem  upon  ibis  supposition,  whollv  made  in  Tat 
And 

(2.)    How  congnious  and  agreeable  would  this  suppositi 
prove  to  the  goodness  of  God  i     As  the  other  altributc  of  wi»^ 
dom  doth  moie  e^ecially  respect  hts  own  interest,  so  doth  this 
the  interest  of  his  creatures :  that  is,  if  it  be  understood,  not  in  a 
melapliysical,  hut  in  a  moral  sense;  as  it  ini]>orls  a  propeiisi 
and  steady  bent  of  will  unto  benefaction,  according  (o  that  of  t 
Psalmist,  Thou  art  good,  and  dost  good.     Psal.   119.68.     A 
this  free  and  generous  piincipto  il  is,  which  gives  the  first   ri: 
and  beginoing  to  all  the  designs  any  way  respecting  Ihe  well-beM^ 
ing  ana  bappinesA  of  creatures  i   which,  then  infinite  wiadom 
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fornis  and  luatiagea  to  their  Tull  iMueH  and  •ccom^tlishniviil,  guid- 
ing (u  it  w«i«)  the  hand  of  alnii^^ity  power  in  the  Kxccutioji  of 
IImri. 

Tbal  there  should  be  a  creation,  we  may  conceive  lo  be  tlM 
I  first  dictate  of  this  immense  goodnees  which  at'lei-wards  dilFuBes 
I  itself  through  (he  whole,  in  cDmiaanicaltoiis  agreeable  lo  lb«  na- 
ture of  every  cicalure.     So  that  <:ven  (his  inferior  and  less  tiobt* 
rart,  the  earth  is  fiill  of  the  goodness  of  the   Lord.  I'sM.  A3,  b. 
t  creates  firat  its  own  objocl,  and  then  )mi]r9  tiirth  itself  upon  it 
Jiwitb  in^nitc  ddight,  rcwurding  the  cx)»e()»e  with  tbc  plcaxure  of 
lidoing  good.     Now  if  we  aliould  suppose  sudt  a  crcaturo  as  man 
made  only  fur  that  lOiort  time  aud  low  »lale  wbicli  wc  se«  lo  be 
^klloilcd  (»  bint  inthis  world,  it  were  neither  dithcull  nor  enough 
to  reconcile  tlie  hypothesis  with  strict  justice,  which  U[>on  the 
I  Krotind  of  absolute  dominion,  may  do  what  it  will  with  its  own : 
[but  tlie  ill  accord  it  seems  to  bavo  with  so  large  and  ahoundinf; 
jness,  renders  it  very  unlike  the  dispensation  of  the  blessed 
■od;  DO  enjoyment  being  in   tliiil  case  afl'oided  lo  this  sort  of 
[cr«atares,  agreeable  to  ihcir  common  nature  and  capacity,  either 
|in  degree  or  continuance. 

Not  io  dtgrte:  for  who  Hva  not,  ihal  lh<^  nature  of  man  is 
Icapablc  of  greater  tbinga  than  he  here  enjoys?  And  whore  that 
ipaeily  i«  rcacued  from  the  corruption  tliai  narrowH  iind  debases 
hi,  bow  scnaibly  do  holy  aouls  resent  and  hewail  their  present 
ntite,  as  a  state  of  iin[>erfeclion  ?  With  how  fervent  Mid  rebe- 
Itnent  desiics  and  groans  do  they  aspire  and  pant  after  a  higher 
and  more  perfect  ?  We  that  are  in  Inis  labemacle  do  groan,  be- 
iing  burdened;  not  for  that  wc  would  be  unclothed,  i  Cor.  5. 
M.  (that  is  nut  enough,  (o  W  delivered  out  of  the  miseries  of 
[life,  by  bying  down  thi»  pa>sive  part,  is  not  that  which  will  ler- 
Iptioatc  their  desires,)  but  clothed  upon,  that  nwrtjiliiy  might  be 
iwaUowcd  up  of  life.  Theirs  arc  not  brutal  groans,  the  com- 
jilaint  of  oppressed  wnsitive  nature  under  a  present  cril;  but 
t  rational  and  tipirilual,  the  expressions  of  desire  strongly  carried 
fto  pursue  an  apprehended  suitable  good.  The  truest  notion  we 
|can  yet  have  of  the  primitive  nature  and  capacity  of  man,  is  by 
I  beholding  it  in  its  gradual  restitution.     And  is  it  agreeable  to  the 

Sodncss  of  Uod,  to  put  such  a  nature  into  any,  and  withhold 
e  suitable  object  ?  As  if  it  were  a  pleasure  to  him,  to  behold 
tthc  work  of  his  own  hands  spending  itself  in  weary  fttrugglino 
<  towards  bim,  and  vexed  all  the  while  it  continticn  in  being,  with 
'  tlie  dcsin-  of  what  it  ttball  nevt-r  enjoy  ;  aikd  which  he  hath 
I  made  it  desire,  and  ihtirein  t^ncouraged  it  to  expect? 

Nor  in  eoniinuance  :  for  I  suppose  i(  already  evident,  thai  lb« 
i nature  of  man  is  capable  (in  respect  of  bis  principal  pari)  of 
[perpetuity,  and  so  of  enjoying  a  felicity  heiealter  thai  shall  be 
,  perniaoent  and  know  no  end.  And  it  seems  no  way  congrumu 
),W  lugi!  fioodnesa,  to  stifle  a  capacity   whereof  it  was  itself. 
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the  milhor,  and  destroy  its  own  work.     For  if  th(>  twiiifi;  of  nun 
in  intended   for  so  ghoit  a  continuance,  eillier  he  niuy  hare  the 
knowledge  of  this  dolermination  concerning  him,  or  not.     If 
QWinot  liave  the  knowlfid|;e  of  it,  why  should  any  one  uy  w[ 
they  cannot  know  ;  or  ptit  such  a  thing  upon  God,  that  is  so  viU 
ly  rertccting  »tid  dislionorablc  to  him  P  If  he  may  have  the  know- 
ledge of  it,  lt.cn  dotli  he  seem  a  crcatur*  made  for  tonne 
whue  by  an  «asy  reflation  upon  himself  he  may  discern,  he 
not  uni-a|>iiblG  of  »  pcrpt^lual  titale,  and  i«  yet  brought  forth 
the  liKbi  (o  be  ere  lon^  extingui^lied  and  ehul  np  in  evcrlastic 
darkness.     And  who  can  think  this  a  thing  worthy  of  infinite 
cteritnl  goodness?  Besides  (as  hath  heen  insisted  before,)  that 
this  torture,  proceeding  from  bo  sad  an  expectation,  rannot  but 
be  most  grievous  and  afflictive  to  the  best.     Whence  the  apostle 
lelLi  MS,  that  christians,  if  in  this  life   only  they  hnil  hope,  were 
Qif  all  men  most  miserable:  (I.  Cor.  15.  19.)  so  that  it  were 
more  desirable  never  to  have  been.     If  any  yet  fall  heraafter 
into  a  state  to  which  they  would  prefer  [wrpetual  annihilation, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  wholly  by  their  own  default,  it  do  way  reflc 
upon  divine  goodncHS.     But  it  would  be  a  dishonorable  refleclid 
rather  upon  that  Author  and  Fountain  of  all  goodness,  if 
should  not  express  hir.iself  wi&r.  and  just  as  well  an  good  ;  ns 
would  upon  a  man,  especially  a  ruler  over  others,  if  that  which 
we  all  good-nature  were  conjunct  with  stolidity  or  an  insenxible- 
ness  of  whatsoever  affront  to  his  person  and  government.    Upon 
the  whole,  therefore,  it  seems  most  repugnant  to  these  great  it- 
tribnles  of  the  divine  Being,  to  have  made  man  only  for  this  pre- 
sent Slate.     That  to  think  so,  were  to  conceive   unworthily  of 
him,  as  if  ho  had  acteil  much  benvnth  himself,  and  dune  a  vain 
thing  in  making  such  a  ert-ature,  no  rnd  being  attainable  by  It, 
which  we  cun  suppose  either  his  wisdom  or  goodness  to  aim  nl. 
If  any  would  imagine  to  themselves  an  expedient,  by  suppo** 
ing  an  eternal  succession  of  human  generations,  u|)on  whoni  ll 
wiwloin  and  goudncss  of  God  might  have  a  ]ieipetual  ex'jrciie 
the    government  and  stistentation  of  them    for  their  u[i[Minle^ 
times:  this  would  be  far  from  satisfying  as  to  either,  but  woul 
rather  increase  the  difficulty ;  for  there  would  be  the  same  tempt- 
ation upon  all  the  individuald,  to  contemn  or  regret   the  govern- 
ment of  their  Maker.     So  that  he  should  hereby  even  etemiice 
his  own  reproach  ;  and  shill  always,  in  every  succession,  have 
»lill  the  same  craving  appetite.^  returning,  and  expectations  never 
to  he  salitfied,  which  were  as  rctpugnanl  to  all  he  liath  discover- 
ed to  u»  of  his  nature,  as  any  thing  we  can  suppose.     Thoug^^ 
9onic  perjmns  nf  a  light  and  desullotv  humor,  might  imaglna  ^^M 
themsolves  a  pleasure  in  it,  if  they  (iad  the  power  to  make  siit^' 
a  n)lation  of  things,  rising  and  falling,  coming  and  passing  away^ 
at  their  beck  and  command  ;  and  such  as  were  of  a  sanguir 
temper,  might  sport  themselves  in  rising  up  and  lopping  mlj 
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aCpleaauro  with  an  ail>ilrar)-  hand:  y^t  uire  Ibey  would  never 
a/no  by  i(  thv  esteem  of  being  cicher  wine  or  gfiod  ;  anil  would, 
il  ii  JtkL-,  in  tiitiv  grow  wcaiy  of  Iho  »|>or(.  But  to  form  to  o|ir- 
nelrM  tiich  idi!As  of  (hv  b)vMSL<:d  tiod,  wvrv  aii  injury  not  Jnfenor 
io  thr  vory  denial  of  his  being. 

His  pfMridciice  towurds  the  inferior  creatures  tuiUi  no  reKm- 

bUnce  of  any  hucIi  thing  ;  whom  his  bounty  suBUinti  a^srceably 

to  (heir  naliire)),  who  have  no  foresight  of  their  own  cesulioa 

fioin  beini;,  to  k«opthcm  in  >  continual  death  by  the  expecdtion 

o(  it ;  and  who  servo  to  valuable  and  reasonable  purpoMs  while 

they  are  eontinuod  ;  for  ibey  are  useful,  partly  to  toe  auslenta- 

tioQ  of  man,  and  partly  to  his  instruction,  in  order  to  hb  higher 

end«-  And  thouj^li  caxh  individual  of  ibem  do  not  actually  lo,  it  ia 

aulBcicnC  that  the  several  kinds  of  them  are  nalnrallyapl  there- 

to,  wliidi  ait:  propa^led  acconling  lo  a  .•'Clllcd  course  and  law  of 

jaaiure,  in  their  individuals.     And  if  all  immediately  serve  not 

liAutn,  yet  they  do  it  mediately,  in  serving  those  tliat  roore  im- 

r  mediately  do.     Besides,  that  when  such  a  work  was  to  be  doiw, 

I  as  the  fumisbing  out  and  accomplishing  this  lower  world;  it  vfu 

I  jneet  all  tbingH  should  be  in  number,  weight,  and  ni«a»ure,  and 

l^rrespood  in  every  part.     As  if  one  build  a  bouse  for  cntertain- 

,  meal,  though  tb«  more  nttblti  rooms  only  do  come  in  viciv,  yet 

M  the  re.At  arc  made  .iiuiwcrably  decent,  on  supposition  that  Ibey 

\  may.     Il  was  becominj;  the  aug<j»t  and  great  Lord  of  ibis  woild, 

UM  it  have   in  it,  not  only   what  may  sustain  the  indigent,  but 

gratify  ibe  eonteuplalive  by  (resh  variety  ;  who  would  be  apt  to 

[grow  remiss  by  conversing  only  with  what  were  of  every  days 

[observation.     Nor  was  that  a  low  end,  when  such  contemplation 

Ibath  so  direct  a  tendency   to  raise  a  considering  mind  to  tho 

iftight,  and   love,  and  praise  of  the  supreme  Being,   that  hath 

fllanipcd  so  lively  signatures  and  prints  of  bis  own  perfection* 

upon  all  his  works.     If  it  be  said,  man  might  be  in  the  same  kind 

serviceable  to  the  cootempiation  of  angels,  though  he  were  bin* 

self  never  to  know  any  other  than  this  roortal  slate ;  it  is  true  that 

\h%  might  So;  but  yet  the  incongruities  were  no  way  salved,  of 

<  God's  putting  a  capacity  and  expectation  into  his  nature  of  a  better 

i  vtale :  of  his  dealing  so  hardly  with  them,  that  he  hath  procur- , 

|Cd  to  love  him:  of  his  never  vindicating  ibeir  bigh  contempt 

'  that  spent  Ibeir  days  in  rebellion  against  him.     Besides,  that 

I  these  were  ill  predccents,  and  no  pleasant  themes  for  the  view 

j  of  an  angelical  mind.     And  if  tbey  «ee  a  nature  extinct,  capable 

of  their  Mate,  wbai  might  they  tuspert  of  tbeir  own  ?  So  that, 

which  way  soever  we  turn  our  thouRhtt),  we  still  see  that  man's 

mortality  and  liablenese  to  an  unavoidable  death,  al>«tracted  from 

the  lliougfals  of  another  state,  carry  that  constaot  aspect,  u  if 

i  ftll  men  were  made  in  vain. 

What  remains  then,  but  that  we  conclude  bencc,  we  osght 
{ |M>1  too  much,  or  too  long,  thus  to  abstract,  nor   loo  closely  con- 
voi..  I.  37 
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fine  our  eye  to  this  dark  and  gloomy  ihcmp,  dcalli  .iml  ihe  grsTe, 
or  wtUibold  it  from  looking  furlh'.-r,  For  fur  lie  it  from  \i«  to 
tliink  the  wise  and  holy  God  hnth  civcn  being  In  nuiit  (am)  rorh 
se<iuently  exercised  n  long  roiilimied  svries  of  provid(.'nn 
througli  so  many  »upce«sivc  ages  towards  him)  in  vain.  Nnih- 
ing  but  a  prospect  of  another  atiilc  ran  solve  the  knot  and  work 
(hroiigh  tliv  present  diflicutty,  can  pive  us  a  true  account  of  man 
and  what  he  was  made  for.  Therefore  siWe  it  would  be  p" 
fane  and  impious,  sad  and  tin  com  fort  able,  a  blasphemy  to  ourl 
ker,  and  a  torture  to  oursclvcH,  to  i^cak  it  as  our  settled  appi 
hendons  and  judgment,  that  God  hnth  made  man  to  no  purpose ; 
wc  are  obliged  and  concerned,  both  in  justirc  In  bim  and  con- 
passion  to  ourselves,  so  to  reprrs*!nt  the  case,  as  that  wc  may  he 
able  to  remove  so  uiiwortby  and  blacU  a  thought  lo  the  grealeil 
distance  from  us,  both  in  it«:lf  and  whatsoever  practice  would 
he  eon9e<)uent  thereto;  that  is,  to  conclude,  That  certainly  tl>«re 
must  he  another  state  after  this,  and  accordingly  steer  oar 
course. — The  improvement  then  of  the  foregoing  discourse  will 
have  a  double  aspect : — on  our  jiHtgments,  and  practice. 

I.  On  onr  judgment;',  To  settle  this  great  principle  of  truth 
in  them.  The  certain  fiilurity  of  another  state  after  this  life  i» 
over,  unto  which  this  present  stale  is  only  preparatory  and  in- 
Iroduetive.  For  whereas  ive  can  never  give  a  rational  account 
whv  such  a  creature  as  roan  was  made,  if  we  confine  all  our  ap- 
prenensiona  eonceroing  him  to  bis  present  stale  on  earth :  lei 
them  once  transcend  those  narrow  limits,  fly  over  into  eteniity 
and  behold  him  made  for  an  evcrlnsting  state  hereafter,  and  the 
difficulty  now  vanishes,  the  whole  alfair  looks  with  a  comely  and 
befitting  aspect. 

For  wo  may  now  rejM-esent  the  ease  thus  to  ourselves:  that 
man  was  put  into  this  terrestrial  state  .iiid  dwelling,  by  the  wise 
and  righteous  designation  of  his  great  Creator  and  Lord,  Ibiit 
his  loyally  to  him,  amidst  Ihe  temptations  and  entieemcnta  of 
sensible  things,  might  be  tried  awhile :  that  revolting  from  him, 
he  is  only  left  to  feel  here  the  juKt  ^mart  of  his  causeless  defec- 
tion :  that  yet  .Mich  farther  mcthodis  are  used  for  his  recovery, 
as  ore  most  suitable  to  his  so  impaired  state.  An  allayed  li^t 
shines  to  him  in  tlie  midst  of  darkness,  that  his  feebler  eye  may 
receive  a  gradual  illumination,  and  behold  God  in  ihoM  more  ob- 
scure discoveries  which  he  now  vouchsafes  of  himself,  till  by 
degrees  he  be  won  to  take  up  good  thoughts  of  him,  and  return 
into  an  acquaintance  and  friendship  with  him;  which  once  be- 
gun here,  shall  he  hereafter  perfected  into  eternal  fruitions. 
The  offence  and  wrong  done  to  his  Maker,  be  in  a  strange  un- 
Ibought-of  way  malces  compensation  of  to  himself;  and  testifies 
his  teeoncihbleness,  and  persuades  a  reconciliation  upon  such 
terms,  and  by  so  endearing  mediums,  as  might  melt  and  mollify 
heai'ts  of  adamant;  and  snill  effeclually  prevail   with   many  to 
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y'leli  theiu5t>lvcs  ihe  su1>j<M:tci  and  iiislaiices  of  his  Ni]inin:<l  good- 
ness forever;  while  others  lie  unlv  tinder  (he  tiaiurul  iioiiiiO' 
quents  aud  just  iGsentotents  of  tlic-ir  uniemcdied  (riiinilj'  un<I 
follj.  So  urc  the  glorious  issues  of  UodN  diB{H?ii!i<iiton  towuids 
man,  aud  the  wise  and  merciful  conduct  of  bis  equal  government, , 
worthily  cclchraled  through  thi-  days  of  otcniily  with  just  ae- ' 
cbmalionH  am)  piaiitfi.  Wc  can  fasten  upon  nolhioje;  exccptioa- 
alfk'  or  u  I)  account  a  hie,  yea,  or  thiil  is  not  highly  laudable  and 
|)raise> worthy  in  thia  cour^  of  proccdurv.  I'herefore,  though 
itow  we  behold  a  dark  cloud  of  mortidily  han^io);  over  the  wliole 
liuuan  race;  though  we  see  the  grave  slill  dcvourinj;  and  still 
unsatis6ed,  and  ihut  all  aie  successively  drann  down  into  it ;  and 
we  puzzle  ourselves  to  assign  a  reason  why  such  a  creature  waj 
ui3de  a  reasonable  being,  capable  of  an  everlasting  duration,  to 
visit  the  world  only  nnd  vanish,  to  convcrsu  a  sliort  space  with  ob- 
,  jectii  and  ailain*  iv  far  heneatli  it,  and  retire  wc  know  not  whither : 
if  yet  our  eye  follow  him  ihrim^h  the  darker  juilhsuf  the  region 
offleath,  till  at  tht-  next  appearance  we  behold  bJiu  clothed  with 
iinmorlaliiy  and  filled  to  an  endless  state,  the  wonder  is  over, 
Mid  oui'  aniuscment  <|iiickly  censes. 

Wherefore  let  us  thus  bethink  ourselves,  and  consider  :  Sure- 
ly he  that  made  lliis  great  universe,  and  disposed  all  the  sorts, 
stations,  and  ntolions  of  creatures  in  it  in  so  ex4]insite  onlvr  and 
iDCthod,  ruiinul  but  be  a  most  perfectly  wive  and  intellectual 
L^tnt,  and  therefore  cannot  be  Mippu^ed  to  have  done  any  thing 
I  lo  BO  purpose;  much  leas  when  all  the  inferior  creatures  have 
^  eitds  visibly  answering  the  exigency  of  their  natures,  to  hare 
made  so  excellent  a  creature  as  man  ( the  nobler  part  of  his  low- 
,  er  creation)  in  vain  ;  tliat  he  only  should  ho  without  his  propor- 
lion»btc  end,  and  al^er  a  short  continuance  in  being,  return  to 
nothin;;,  without  leaving  it  conjecUinilile  what  lie  was  mad*^  for. 
.  This  were  su  intolenilile  an  incongruity,  and  no  unlike  Ihe   fonl- 
.  »tcps  that  cvery-whcre  else  appear  in  the  divine  wisdom  and 
goodness,  that   wa  cannot  hut  inquii«  further  into  this  matter^ 
and  conclude  at  last ;  that  he  was  made  for  some  higher  purpo- 
ses than  are  within  the  leach  of  our  sight,  and  bath  his  prioei- 
pal  part  yet  to  act  u|>on  another  stage,  within  the  vail,  that  shall 
,  never  be  taken  down.     The  future  ini mortality  of  man  seems 
I  therefore  so  certainly  grounded  upon  what  is  discovered  andge< 
I  oerally   acknowledged  touching  the  nature  ol  Hod  and  his  most  ; 
^  peculiar  and  essential  perfections,  that  unless  we  were  further 
I  put  to  prove  the  cxitilenccof  a  God,  (which  to  them  that  are 
1  rational  uaed  not,  and  to  (hem  that  are  not  were  in  vain,)  there 
L«ui  no  reasonable  doubt  remain  concerning  it. 
L     i.  Wherefore  the  fuither  use  wc  have  to  make  of  the  matter 
I  proposed,  is  in  reference  to  our  practice  :  which  it  may  fitly  serve 
uwlD  to  correct  and  reprove,  and  also  to  direct  and  guide. 
B    (1.)  il  administers  the  ground   of  just  rebuke:   that  since,  if 
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ve  terntinBte  our  thoufrfati  and  deii^s  upon  thing!  only  on  t' 
Btde  ihe  gray*-,  it  woiilj  »ccm  we  were  wholly  mmle  in  vaii  _ 
and  wc  do  y«l  »  f^irnemlly  employ  our  cares  and  eiidfavors 
about  such  thingn,  uiid  even  (he  vJteal  aud  most  de»{)irn1ilu  of 
these ;  and  no  lire  not  lo  our  own  dishonor  only,  put  Id  the  re- 
proaeh  of  our  Maker,  as  if  he  made  us  for  no  more  worthy  an 
And  let  ua  but  impartially  debate  (he  matter  with  ourselves ;  Ci 
we,  in  sober  reason,  think  we  were  made  only  for  such  end* 
most  men  only  pursue  ?  have  wc  any  pretence  to  (hink  so  ? 
can  it  enter  into  our  souls  to  believe  it  ?  Would  not  men  be 
•shamed  to  profess  $ui-h  a  belief;  or  to  have  i(  wrillcn  in  th< 
foreheads,  these  are  Ihe  only  ends  they  are  capable  of '  Tl 
mif^ht  one  read,  such  a  man  born  to  put  others  in  mind  of  his 
decessor*s  name,  and  only  lest  such  a  family  should  want  an  hei 
such  a  one  to  consume  such  an  estate,  and  devour  the  proven 
of  90  many  farms  and  manors :  such  a  one  to  fill  so  many  bags  and 
coffeis  to  sustain  the  riot  of  him  that  succeeds  :  some  created  ~ 
see  and  make  sjrarc,  to  run  aflcr  hawks  and  dogs  ,  or  spend  I 
time  which  their  weariness  redeems  from  converse  with  brut 
in  making  themselves  such,  by  drinking  away  the  Utile  resid 
of  wit  and  reason  they  have  left ;  mixing  with  this  genteel  exe: 
cise,  their  impure  and  scunilous  drolleries,  that  they  may  bcfrie 
one  another  with  the  kind  occasions  of  proving  ihemseivon  to  be 
yet  of  human  race,  by  this  only  demonstration  remaining  lo  Ihem, 
(hat  they  can  laugh;  which  medium,  if  the  wisdom  of  the  j 
were  known,  would  be  found  so  pregnant  ns  to  alTbrd  them 
double  conclusion,  and  be  aa  efTectual,  oftentimes,  to  prove  th 
fools  as  men.  Others  one  might  read  born  lo  trouble  the  woHd, 
to  disquiet  (he  neighborhood,  and  be  (he  common  plague  of  alt 
about  them,  >l  least,  if  they  have  any  wilhtn  their  reach  and 
jKJWcr  that  are  wiser  and  more  sober  than  themselves,  or  that 
value  nol  their  souls  at  so  cheap  a  rate  as  (hey  :  others  mndo  to 
blaspheme  their  Maker,  to  rend  the  sacred  name  of  God,  and 
make  proof  of  their  hi^i  valor  and  the  gallantry  of  their  bra 
spirits,  by  bidding  a  defiance  (o  heaven  and  proclnimine  their  hi 
roic  contempt  of  the  Deity  and  of  all  religion.  As  if  they  h 
persuaded  themselves  into  an  opinion,  that  because  they  ha 
had  so  prosperous  success  in  the  high  achievernents  of  eonqueri 
their  humanity,  and  bafHine;  their  own  fear,  and  reason,  and  coi 
science,  death  also  will  yield  them  as  easy  a  victory,  or  he  afi 
to  encounter  men  of  so  redoubted  courage ;  (hat  the  God  of  h' 
Ten,  rather  than  offend  them,  will  not  stick  to  repeal  hi»  la' 
for  their  sakcs,  or  never  exact  the  ohiwrvance  of  ihem  fi 
persons  of  their  qualily ;  that  they  shall  never  be  called  to  ju< 
mcnt,  or  he  complimented  only  there  with  great  respect,  as  pel 
sons  that  bore  much  sway  in  their  country,  and  could  number  . 
many  hundreds  or  (housands  a  year;  that  at  least,  the  infer 
flatnci  will  never  presume  lo  touch  so  worthy  pertonagea ;  tti 


^ 


KiUK  A*  MOaTAti' 


tds 


'  Aewiia  will  be  awod  bj-  their  greataeiu,  and  fear  lo  seize  them, 

lust  Itivy  ohouKI  liiko  it  lor  an  aflronl.  No  conceit  can  he  iinputc-d 

lo  ttivM  men  abMird  enough  lu  over-match  ttiu  alwurdily  of  their 

|)raciic<!.     Tb«j  can  th(^>in suites  think  nothing  more  gross  and 

•haraeful  than  what  thvy  t\ai\j  arc  not  ashamed  lo  act.     For 

,  irbat  absurdity  can  be  ci>m{>as3ed  in  a  thought  greater  than  what 

Itippears  in  a  coarse  of  life  managed  in  perpetual  hostilitj'  to  nil 

[prini^iplea  of  j-eason  and  humanity?     And  either  they  must  own 

ill  the  impious  folly  of  Euch  thoughts,  or  confess,  upon  other  ac- 

[  counts,  nn  vqunt  tnt'aiuntion  in  their  thinkine;  faculty  itself.     For 

I  cither  they  think  theireoursejuslifiablc,  or  they  do  not.     If  ibey 

I  do,  how  fatally  are  all  thinp  inverted  in  their  depraved  minds? 

Wisdom  and  folly,  virtue  and  vice,  good  and  evil,  vccm  to  (hem 

'  transformed  into  one  another,  mid  are  no  loiigcr  to  bo  known  by 

jlhcir  own  name.v     The  eoininon  notion!)  of  all  in.inkiiid  are  but 

Jltlind  fancies  in  comparison  of  their  later  and  eli-urer  illumina- 

Mion:  and  the  ancient  religious  sentiment  nf  all  foiuier  ages, 

Mreams  and  follies  to  their  admired  new  light.     Their  H^ise  and 

Irare  discoveries,  (hat  (hey  and  all  (hings  came  by  chance,  thai 

[this  world  bath  no  owner  ot   Lord,  (bccauM:  they  never  had  wit 

patience  lo  consider  the  nonsense  of  them ;  and  though  (hey 

aver,  any  of  tbcm,  hud  the  luck  to  see  one  clod  of  oartb,  or 

;ratn  of  Mnd,  start  u{>  into  being,  out  of  nothing;  much  lesd 

Duod  lo  think,  th;it  sueb  a  wotid  should  of  it-self  do  m>,)  are 

on  enough  with  tliem,  to  mock  at  the  eternal  Being,  and  >!• 

lenipt  to  jeer  religion  out  of  ihe  world,  and  all  other  men  out  of 

Wir  reason  and  wits,  as  they  have  themselves.     And  sure  this 

lusl  be  their  only  pretence,  and  their  atticism  the  best  reason, 

ipon  which   to  justify  iheir  constant  practice.     For  who  can 

tiink  f  while  be  sees  them  not  yet  in  chains)  (hey  should  be  so 

|>erfeclly  mad,  a»  to  ack now li.'df;v  only   such  a  deity  (l)ie  author 

^d  ruler  of  all  things)  wliose  favor  were  north  nothing,  or  lo 

procured  by  nffionls;  to  whom  contcmpl  were  a  Bacri6ee, 

ind   the   violation  of  whalsocvcr  is  sacred,  lite  most  effectual 

iipitiation  ?  or  acknowledge  him  for  a  God,  whom  they  hope 

over-power,  and  to  prosper  in  a  war  against  him  .' 

And  if  Ibey    ackuowledge    none  at  all,   and  (his  be  the  funds- 

lenlal  article  of  their  creed,  that  (here   is  indeed  none:  then 

can  no  man  charge  them  with  any  thought  moio  sfosaly  foolisb 

'Han  their  own  ;  nor  can  thuy  devise  to  uy  any  thing,  by  which 

sore  certainly  lo  argue  tlieinselves  bereft  of  the  common  under- 

taading  of  men.     For  who  that  is  not  so,  if  be  only  take  no- 

ee  of  hia  own  being,  may  not  as  ceilainly  conclude  the  exist- 

ae*  of  a  God,  as  (hat   two  aitd  (wo  make  four .'     Or  what  iraa- 

ilion  can  he  too  abiutid  lo  have  place  io  (hat  mind,  (hat  can 

■gine  this  creation  to  be  a  casualty?     He  would  be  thou^t 

I  binMell  Ibal  should  say  the  same  of  the  composition  of 

dock  or  a  watch,  though  it  were  a  thousand  times  more  sup- 
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powble.     Bui  if  tlicy  do  not  justify  tbcinsctvcs,  lu  what 
l>OM  is  it  further  to  press  Ihcin  willi  flbsuidilies,  that  persist 
CoiHtniK  scir-contrjdirlioo:  ur  that   hare  not  so  much  lefi  th 
of  ratloiml  liciiaauoi),  ns  to  feci  in  their  own  minds  the  press 
of  the  very  giealcjtt  ah»iinlil_v  ?     If  Ihcj  only  prusume  they  do 
well,  because  they  have  never  a»kiil  lliemaclvcR  the  question,  j 
spent  any   ihoughu  about  it;  this  siieaks  as  much  a  boot 
mind  as  any  of  the  rest,  aiid  is  as  unworthy  of  a  reasons' 
creature.     Why  have  they  Ibe  power  of  thinking  ?  Or  who  do 
aity  ease  ntore  generally  incur   the  consuie  of  imprudence  an 
folly,  than  they   who  have  only  this  plea  for  their  actions,  tliat 
they  did  not  consider  ?    Especially   when  the  case  ia  so  plain, 
and  the  most  sudden  reflection  would   discover  the  iniquily 
danger  of  their  course.     And  one  would   think  nothing  snoi 
be  more  obvious,  or  uiore  readily  occur  to  the  mind  of  a  ni 
than  to  contenipliile  himself,  and — taking  notice  there  is  such  h 
crt-aturo  in  the  world,  furiushed  with  such  abilities  and  powe 
to  consider,  Wh.it  was  I  made  for.'  uhat  am    I  to   pilch  upon 
tny  proper  end  ^  nor  any  thing  nppeiir  more  horrid  to  him,  tl: 
to  cross  the  very  ends  of  his  crention. 

(2.)  It  may  also  he  iutprored  to  the  dirrclinfi  of  our  practi 
For  which  purpose  we  may  hence  take  this  i^cncral  rule,  tl 
it  be  ^uch  us  becomes  the  expectation  uf  a  future  stale : — 
what  else  is  left  us,  since  in  our  pre&ent  stnte  we  behold  nothing 
but  vanity  .'  We  see  thus  stands  our  case,  that  we  muM  muioiiir^ 
ourselves  by  one  of  those  appif^hcnsions,  cither, — we  iirc 
in  vain,  or, — we  arc  made  for  a  future  state. — And  can  wc  oi 
dure  to  live  according  to  the  former,  as  if  we  were  imperlinoi 
cies  in  the  creation,  and  had  no  proper  business  in  it?  W 
ingenuous  person  would  not  blush  to  be  always  in  the  posture 
of  a  useless  hanj^-hy  ;  to  be  still  hanging  on,  where  he  baib 
nothing  lo  do;  that  if  he  be  asked.  Sir,  what  is  yuiir  btminess 
here?  lie  hath  nothing  to  say.  Or  how  can  we  bear  it,  lo  live 
M  if  vc  came  into  the  world  by  chance,  or  rather  by  mistake 
a»  though  our  creation  had  been  a  in isad venture,  a  thing  ihnt 
would  not  have  been  done,  had  it  been  belter  thought  on  ?  And 
that  our  Maker  had  over-shot  himself,  and  been  guiltv  of  au 
oversight  in  giving  us  such  a  being.'  Who,  that  hntli  eilb 
just  value  for  himself,  or  any  reverence  for  his  Maker,  could  e 
dure  cilher  lo  undergo  the  n-pioach,  or  be  guilty  of  the  bl 
phcmy  which  this  wuuld  import  ?  And  who  can  aquit  himself 
the  one  or  the  other,  that  hves  not  in  some  ineaiturc  agreeal: 
to  the  expectation  of  somewhat  beyond  tliis  preitenl  life .' 
Its  therefore  gird  up  the  loins  of  our  minds,  and  set  our  faces 
persons  designing  for  another  world ;  so  shaping  our  cou 
that  all  things  may  concur  to  signify  to  men  the  greatness  of  o 
expectations.  Wc  otherwise  proclaim  to  the  world  (to  our  o 
and  our  Creator's  wrong)   that  wc  have  reasonable  souls  givi 
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US  loiio  |>ur|>osc.     Wo  nrc  tlierttforc  <:ciiiccrn€4l  niii)  obliged  bolb 
to  aim  at  that  m>r(hy  e»tl,  and  to  clUcorer  and  make  it  visible 
[tlial  we  <I»  so. 

for  in  a  design  for  an  immortal  slalo  so  mean  and  in^lorioitu, 
irrational  and  void  of  a  solid  ^lound,  that  we  have  any 
ause  «ither  to  decline  or  ronceal  it ;  either  not  to  retain,  or  to 
ashamed  of  our  hope.  Nor  is  there  any  thing  to  be  done  in 
[trosecution  of  it,  so  unworthy  as  to  need  a  corner,  or  that  re- 
juires  it  (o  be  dono  as  a  work  of  darkness.  Neither  yet  is  it  a 
rain-glorious  ostentation,  or  lh»  iilTortiilion  of  making  shew  of 
in  exccllGncy  above  the  vulgar  pitch,  thai  I  perMiade  to:  but  a 
sddM,  sober  avowing  of  our  high  design  ami  hope;  neither 
ling  any  near  approach  to  a  proud  arto^nnc^e  on  the  one  hand, 
.  a  mean  pusillanimity  on  the  other.  Truly  Kreat  and  gcnc- 
lus  spirits  know  how  to  cany  under  secular  honor  with  lliat 
>rnileiit  and  graceful  decorum,  as  shall  Hignify  a  just  owning  of 
themselves  without  insolence  towards  others.  Real  worth, 
though  it  do  not  vaunt,  will  shew  itself;  and  while  it  doth  not 
glare,  yvt  cinnot  forbear  to  shine.  Wo  should  endeavor  the 
bxcollcncy  of  a  opiril  refpncd  from  earth  and  dross,  and  aspiring 
>wards  a  slate  of  immortality,  may  cxpreRH  itself,  and  shine  in 
native  lustre;  with  its  otrn,  not  veUh  borrotred  beams;  with 
eonslanl,  i-ven,  natural,  not  with  an  uneijual,  artiRctal  light : 
Ihal  all  that  will,  may  see  by  the  steady  tendency  of  our  course, 
khat  wf-  lire  aiming  at  (he  great  ihioKs  of  another  world  :  though 
'  ve  all  the  while,  arc  not  so  much  solicitous  to  have  our  end  atx) 
pnrpo!«  known,  as  to  obl.iin  them. 
And  verily,  since  (he  vile  sons  of  Ihc  eatlh,  the  men  of  sense, 
aim  at  no  other  end  than  to  gratify  their  brutal  ap|M>titc  with 
iuch  pleasure  art  is  only  tu  he  compassed  within  a  short  life's 
^irou  m  this  world,  and  who  live  tu  the  reproach  of  their  Maker, 
ind  of  mankind,  do  not  go  about  to  bide  (he  infamy  of  their  low 
Icsign,  or  conceal  the  degenerous  baseness  of  their  mean  spirits  ; 
Itiit  while  (hey  make  their  belly  (heir  (iod,  and  only  mind  earth- 
ly (hings,  do  also  gtory  in  their  shame  :  how  much  were  it  be- 
neath llie  slate  and  spirit  of  the  sons  of  God,  that  arc  worthily 
lesigning  for  a  glorious  iininor(.-)li(y,  (o  be  aalianied  of  their  glo- 

?.-,  or  think  of  stealing  a  [>as.sigc  lo  heaven  in  the  dark  ,'  No  :  let 
lem  know,  it   is  nol  only  too  mean  a  thing  for  them  to  involve 
icniselvcs  in  tho  conmion  spirit  a(  the  sensual  world,  but  even 
seem  (o  do  so :  And  that  this  is  so  foal  and  ignoroinioua  a 
a»  wheicof  (boy  are  concern&t,  not  lo  bo   free  from  tlie 
only,  hu(  the  suspicion.     Those  worthy  souls  that  in  form- 
ic and  darker  dajs  were  engaged  in  seeking  the  heavenly  coun- 
Iry,  thought  It  became  them  to  confess  ihuniKelves  pil;;rims  and 
trangers  on  the  earth ;  ( lleb.  11.)  and  (herein  lo  declare  plain- 
ly, thai  they  were  seeking  that  better  country.     Which  confes- 
sion and  plain  declaration  we  need  not  understand  to  be  tnercly 


ess 


THB  TAWITV  or 


00(1 

] 


verbal,  but  pnclical  antl  real  mIso  ;  sikIi  as  migltt  b«  undentood 
to  beth«  l&npi:iK>^  of  thvir  Itvc^,  .ind  of  acobstaiitiUnifDnncou 
of  ictiont,  iii;Tirtralilc  lu  tiurli  a  ili^^ign. 

Let  tin  therefore  bethink  ourselves,  what  temp«r  of  wind 
manner  of  life  may  he  most  coDformable  to  this  denpi,  and  h 
become  persons  pretending  to  it ;  whereupon  we  should  sood 
find  our  own  thoughts  instruclin);  us,  that  such  things  as  thcM 
would  he  most  hccoiuing  and  fit  in  reference  thereto  ;  and  wliidi 
we  may  therefore  take  as  so  many  particular  directions  how  ~ 
govern  our  ^irits,  and  behave  ourselvea  nnsweraldy  (o  bo  gri 
an  expeclation. 

p. J  That  wc  endeavor  for  a  calm  tndifTereDcy  and  ditipaMJ< 
ate  temper  of  mind  towards  the  various  objects  and  aflairs 
belong  to  this  present  life.  There  are  very  narrow  limits 
ready  set,  by  the  nature  of  tlie  things  themselves,  to  all  ihc  real 
objeetive  value  Ih^t  such  things  have  in  liitim  :  and  it  is  the  pari 
of  wisdom  and  justice,  to  set  the  proporiionablc  bounds  to  all 
the  thoughts,  cares,  and  pamona,  wc  will  sufTcr  to  stir  in  our 
minds  in  reference  to  them.  Nothing  Ja  a  more  evident  ac- 
knowIed|^-d  character  of  a  fool,  than  upon  every  slight  occasion 
to  be  in  a  transport.  To  he  much  taken  with  empty  things,  be- 
tokens an  empiy  spirit.  It  \yi  a  part  of  manly  fortitude  to  hava 
a  soul  so  fenced  against  forei]cn  impre.sstons,  as  little  lobe  niov 
with  thin^  that  have  little  in  them  :  to  keep  our  passions  und 
«  strict  rein  and  steady  command,  that  they  be  easily  relracta 
and  taught  to  obey  ;  not  to  move  till  severe  renaon  nave  audit 
the  matter,  and  pronounced  the  occasion  just  and  valuable, 
which  cn$c  tho  same  manly  temper  will  not  refuse  to  admit  a  pro- 
portionable stamp  and  impress  from  theoccurringobject.  For  it 
is  oqually  a  prcvaricnCion  from  true  manhowl,  to  l>v  moved  with 
ertry  Ihin^  and  with  nothing  :  the  former  would  vpeak  a  man'a 
spirit  a  feather,  llic  latter  a  stone.  A  total  apnihy  und  inacnsi- 
blene.u  of  external  occurrenis  hath  been  the  aim  of  some,  but 
never  the  attainment  of  the  highest  pretenders.  And  if  il  had, 
yet  ou^ht  it  not  to  have  been  their  boast  ;  as  upon  sober  Ihough 
it  cannot  he  reckoned  a  perfcclion.  Itut  it  should  )>e  endeavoi 
ed,  (hat  the  passions  which  arc  not  to  he  rooted  up  ( because  the; 
are  of  nature's  phmling)  be  yet  so  discreetly  checked  and  d 
pKSsed,  that  they  grow  not  to  that  enormous  tallness,  as  to  over- 
lop  a  man'i  intellcetual  {wwcr,  and  c^ai  a  dark  xhadow  over  b\ 
soul.  A  rational  authority  mu«i  he  maintained,  a  continen 
and  dominion  over  one's  self,  that  Ihi^rc  be  not  an  impotent  pro^ 
fusion,  and  we  he  never  so  affected  wilhany  thing,  hut  that  the 
oh)ect  may  still  be  able  to  warrant  and  justify  the  alteclion,  holli 
for  the  nature  and  degi-ee  of  it.  Which  rule,  if  we  strictly  ob- 
■orveand  apply  it  to  the  present  case,  we  shall  rarely  meet  with 
any  temporal  concern  that  ought  to  move  us  much ;  both  for  the 
littleness  of  such  things  themselves,  and  that  we  have  so  mi: 
npeakahly  greater  Ihin^  in  otir  view  .-ind  design. 
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In  conformity  llier«fore  to  our  ■»  great  cs)>ectailon,  wo  ought 
more  piirtkularly  to  watcli  am)  repress  our  inclinations,  >ppc- 
tUrs,  and  afTt^ctJon.'i  towards  each  m-vvral  tort  and  kind  ol  ob- 
jects, which  time  and  thin  |>re!)pnt  .il.ile  hath  uitliin  iho  cunfinc* 
of  it.  As,  how  conleinptuously  ittiouli)  we  loiik  u|)on  that  emp- 
ty %'aniiy  of  being  rich?  how  coldly  and  carelessly  should  wo 
parsue,  bow  unconcernedly  should  we  lose,  any  ihin);  that  niiebt 
entitle  utt  to  that  name?  The  pursuit  of  so  despicable  a  trifle, 
with  violent  and  peremptory  desire,  do  as  hereby  to  sufler 
•  diversion  from  our  dctiien  for  another  world,  as  to  make  our 
eternal  hope  less  than  nothing,  (for  to  any  man's  calm  and  sober 
ihoughtit,  this  witi  be  found  a^  litlln  :)  and  so  will  amount  lo  a 
total  i|uitling  of  all  our  prclenoions  to  a  better,  future  state  ; 
that  i»,  when  so  wc  indulge  this  odd  irrational,  this  wildly  fan- 
eiliil,   and  purely    liumoroun  appetite,  (of  which  no   man   can 

5 ive  any  tolerable  account,)  that  it  beeoroes  ravenous,  when  it 
evours  .1  man's  time,  his  thoughts,  the  strenph  and  vifjor  of  bia 
spirit,  swallows  up  his  noliler  desi^s,  and  makes  an  idle  doting 
about  he  knows  not  what,  or  why,  his  main  business.  Kspe> 
cially  when  conscience  itself  becomes  a  sacrifice  to  this  impure 
unhallowed  idol ;  and  the  (|uc»linn  is  wholly  waived,  "  is  this 
thing  juat  and  honest  ?"  and  nothing  is  considered,  but  that  it 
is  commodious  and  gainful.  Vet,  (if  herein  wc  will  take  upon 
us  to  pass  a  judtcmf^nt  upim  other  men,)  it  will  be  no  way  ingen- 
uous or  just,  that  in  smaller  and  disputable  matters,  wc  make 
our  own  apprehensions  a  measure  and  standard  to  them.  Thejr 
are  coinmonlv  aptest  to  do  so,  who  have  least  studied  the  matter, 
and  have  nothing  but  their  ignorant  conlSdence  lo  entitle  them 
to  the  dictator's  chair;  where,  however,  having  placed  them* 
selves,  they  liberally  bestow  their  censures  and  reproaches  on  all 
that  think  it  not  lit  to  throw  away  their  own  eyes,  and  see  with 
their  bnit  ones:  and  conrlndo  ihcin  to  have  no  conscience,  who 
go  not  accnniing  to  theirs.  .\nd  that  they  cannot  but  have  some 
MAC  design,  who  in  any  thing  presume  to  swerve  from  their 
jadgroont,  especially  if  the  advantage,  in  any  temporal  respect, 
Iwtmen  to  lie  on  that  side  from  which  they  dissent. 

Nothing  can  indeed  so  comport  with  the  spirit  and  design  of 
one  who  believes  himself  made  for  another  world,  as  a  brave 
Bod  )c;enerous  disdain  of  stooping  to  the  lure  of  present  emolu- 
ment, so  as  thereby  to  be  drawn  into  any  the  least  thing  which 
he  judges  not  defensible  by  the  severest  rules  of  reason  and  re- 
ligion ',  which  were  to  quit  a  serene  heaven  for  mire  and  dirt- 
There  is  nothing  in  thiM  world  of  that  value,  or  worthy  to  be 
bought  so  dear,  as  with  the-  loss  and  forfeiture  of  th<>  rest  and  re- 
pose of  a  mind,  quiet,  benign,  peaceful,  and  well  plea.ted  with 
itself.  It  is  enough,  if  one  lind  himself,  by  liilTiculties  whtch  he 
cannot  master,  constrained  to  dissent  from  persons  above  cxcep- 
wi»e  and  pious,  placidly,  snd  without  unbeooming  ronli- 
voL.  1.  S8 
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deoce,  to  go  on  in  the  way  which  hia  present  judgment  aUoiri, 
carrying  with  him  a  modest  sense  of  human  infirmity,  and  bo« 
possible  it  is,  the  error  may  lie  on  his  own  part :  harinf;  yet  to 
relieve  him  against  that  supposition,  (he  clearness  of  bis  owi 
spirit,  the  conscience  of  his  innocency  of  any  ill  disposition  or 
design,  of  his  instructibleness  and  preparedne'ss  to  admit  a  coih- 
Tietion  if  he  err.  And  be  he  never  bo  fully  persuaded  absat 
the  thing  in  difference,  yet  to  consider  the  smallness  of  it,  and 
Vtw  little  cause  he  hath  of  glorying,  if  he  know  in  this  mattec 
more  than  others,  who  possibly  know  ten  times  more  than  be, 
in  far  greater  and  more  important  matters.  But,  in  mattoi 
clearly  determined  by  common  agreed  principles,  to  prerarinle 
out  of  an  indulgence  to  mere  appetite,  to  give  up  one's  self  (a 
practices  apparently  immoral  and  flagitious,  only  to  comply  wiA, 
and  lest  he  should  not  satisfy  sensual  desires,  is  the  character  gf 
one  who  hath  abandoned  the  common  hope  of  all  good  men; 
and  who,  that  he  may  have  his  lot  with  beasts  in  tbiB  woiU, 
dreads  not  to  have  it  with  devils  in  the  other.  And  it  is  opoD 
the  same  ground,  equally  unbecoming  them  (hat  pretend  to  (bis 
hope,  to  be  visibly  concerned  and  discomposed  for  losses  and  dis- 
appointments they  may  meet  with  in  this  kind,  when  unexpected 
events  withstand  their  having  much  of  this  world,  or  deprive 
them  of  what  they  have.  It  becomes  them  (bat  reekod  tbeir 
good  things  are  to  come  hereader,  to  shew  by  their  equal  de- 
portment and  cheerful  aspect  in  any  such  case,  that  they  appre- 
hend not  themselves  touched  in  their  most  considerable  interests. 
Yea,  though  they  suffer  not  losses  only,  but  injuries  ;  and  be- 
sides that  tliey  are  damnified  (as  much  as  such  things  can  signi- 
fy) they  find  themselves  wronged ;  and  though  further  trouble 
and  danger  threaten  them  in  the  same  kind,  they  should  evi- 
dence how  much  it  is  above  the  power  either  of  chance  or  ma- 
lice, not  only  to  make  them  miserable,  but  even  to  disturb  or 
make  them  sad :  that  they  are  not  happy  by  a  casualty  :  and 
that  their  happiness  is  not  in  the  command  of  them  who  can- 
not command  their  own :  that  it  only  depends  on  the  inward 
constitution  and  frame  of  their  own  spirits,  attempered  to  the 
blessed  objects  of  the  invisible  world,  whereby  they  have  the 
assurance  of  enjoying  them  fully  hereafter,  and  the  present 
grateful  relishes  therefore  in  the  mean  time.  And  hence,  that 
they  can  be  happy  without  the  world's  kindness,  and  in  despite 
of  its  unkindncss :  that  they  have  somewhat  within  them,  by 
which  they  are  enabled  to  rejoice  in  tribulation  ;  being  troubled 
on  every  side,  yet  not  to  be  distressed:  to  "  take  Joyfully  the 
spoiling  of  goods,  knowing  within  themselves  they  have  in  hea- 
ven a  better  and  enduring  substance :"  nor  to  suffer  or  discover 
any  perturbation  or  disquiet:  not  to  have  their  soula  ruffled,  or 
put  into  disorder :  nor  let  any  cloud  sit  on  their  brow,  tboogh 
dark  and  dismal  ones  seem  to  hang  over  their  heads. 
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Aii«l  ibv  ume  absurdity  it  would  l>v  lt>  iiHlul|ifi  to  Uiciu8Clve5 
^■It  unbounded  liberty  or  seiuual  )»l«a8ure9.     For  that  looks  likft 
^B  di'spiiir  or  futurilT ;  ss  if  a  duy  uprc  n  mi^hlj'  (^liii  for  eatiniE 
^pnd  dii'ikiii^i  because  to-morrotv  wo  mu&l  die.     An  ulislcmioiiH 
^Mnmess  here  is  comelv  ;  a  lasting  only  (lie  delighlit,  whereof 
■ilDen  suffer  (hcni»clvcs  to  be  ingulphed:  a  prudent  reservcd- 
nen  ind  rMraint,  so  as  ihal  what  shnll  cause  i%ill)  others  an  un- 
BM^ming  transport  and  ditTuMoii  of  ihemselvps,  be  entertained 
at  with  a  rynical  inorogit)-,  l>ut  «  pleasant  composure  and  well' 
arderod  romplarencc ;  keeping  a  due  .indcvciidiMniicp  between 
Bvity  and  rioumess.     Yot  there  i»  a  nnliirni  re(iredi>ei»  in  some 
■eti'a  lemiveis  ;  and  in  others  an  aversion  to  pleasures,  proceed- 
ing nnlv  o(  a  r.itional  estimate  of  their  eniplinrss  and   vanity  in 
liemseires,  which  may,  however,  much  fall  short  of  what  the 
resent  case  requires:  the  exigency  whereof  is  no  way  satisfied, 
It  where  such  a  raodenttion  is  ihc  product  of  a  eoinparative 
udgmcnt  between  the  delights  of  the  present  and  those  of  the 
nlure  sl.tle ;  whi*n  ore  m  enjoys  any  thing  in  this  world,  as  to 
l»«  under  th<^  i>i>wt>(   of  nothing  Iwr^usc  of  the  nioro[>revsiling 
influence  he  in  ntider  from  (he  power  of  (lie  world  to  come  : 
wiMn  his  faith  in  the  |>arei)l  of  his  sobriety,  and  hi:«  denial  of 
^jMridly  lusts  flows  from  the  expectation  of  the  blcAsed  Iwpo : 
■rhen,  beeauao  he  more  highly  priaies,  and  lest  he  fotfetl,  cter* 
^m1  ftleasures,  he  so  behaves  himself  towards  all  temporary  nn«8, 
aa  neither  to  abuse  those  that  are  lawful,  nor  to  be  abused  by 
ibe   unlawful;    not  to   exceed   in  the  one,  nor   lo   touch   the 
other. 
^p  Thus  also  ought  wv  to  look  upon  secular  honours  nnd  dignity ; 
Hkoithei  lomako  thcni  Ihc  matter  of  our  admiration,  afferlaliont  or 
^■nvy.    We  are  not  to  behold  them  with  a  libidinous  eye,  or  let  our 
Quarts  thirst  after  them :   not  lo  value    ourselves  the  more  for 
ihrm,  if  thry  he  our  lot,  nor  let  our  eye  be  dazzled  with  ndmi' 
ration,  or  distorted  with  envy,  when  we  behold  them  the  orna- 
leols  of  others.     We  are  not  to  express  that  contempt  of  them, 
Hithieh  may  make  a  breach  on  cicilily,  or  disturb  the  order  and 
^nliey  of  the  communities  whereto  we  belong.     Thougli  this  be 
none  of  our  own  country,  and   wo  arc  still  to  rt-ckon  ourselves 
^tout  M  pilgrims  and  strangers  while  we  are  here  ;  yot  it  becomes 
^pot  strangers  to  )><'  insnlrnl  oi   rude  in  their  hehavoiur,  where 
they  sojourn ;  how  much  soever  greater  value  llicy  may  justly 
ire  of  ihcir  own  country.     We  should  pay  lo  seruUr  grealDen 
llM  FtMpect,  without  idolatry,  and  neither  despite  nor  adore  it; 
frnsldering,  at  once,  the  requisitenesaof  such  a  thing  in  the  pre- 
il  stale,  and  the  excelling  glory  of  ttw  other.     As  though   in 
rudcnci>  and  good  manners  wo  would  abstain  from  provoking 
Tronls  towards  an  American  sachim,  or  sagamore,  if  we  did 
ivel  or  converse  in  iheir  couniiy  ;  ret  we  could  have  no  great 
ineration  for  them,  having  beheld  the  toyal  pomp  and  grancUar 
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<l«iice,  to  go  Ml  ill  tho  way  which  his  prMonl  Jiidgmfini  xlltt 
carrying  with  him  a  modpst  WDM  of  hiiiiinn  infirmity,  and  li 
possible  it  is,  th<>  «iror  inny  lie  on  his  own  part ;  havitiK  yei 
relieve  him  a||;;iiosl  thai  tupposition,  (lio  cl«anies3  of  his  O' 
spirit,  the  cunscicnru  of  his  inimci'my  of  any  ill  dinposilioD 
(lesi^i  of  his  iii»lMiclihlen(^ss  and  preparedness  to  admit  a  con- 
viclion  if  lie  i^rr.  And  be  he  never  ho  I'ully  [>er!i)iaded  aboul 
(he  Ihin^  in  difference,  yet  to  consider  ihe  sinallness  of  it, 
bow  little  causfi  he  halh  of  glorying,  if  lie  know  in  this  mai 
more  than  others,  who  possibly  know  ten  limes  more  than 
in  far  greater  and  more  important  matters.  But,  in  matl 
elearlr  determined  by  common  agreed  principles,  to  prerai 
out  of  an  tndul^otict;  to  mere  appetite,  to  give  up  one's  self  lo 
praelicea  apparently  immoral  and  na^ilioiia,  only  lo  comply  with, 
and  lest  he  should  not  »ati»fy  sensual  desires,  is  the  character  <^ 
one  who  hath  abandoned  ihn  common  hope  of  all  good  men; 
and  who,  that  he  may  tiave  his  lot  with  beasts  in  (his  world, 
dreads  not  to  have  it  with  devils  in  Ihe  other.  And  i(  is  upon 
the  same  ground,  equally  unbecoming  (hem  that  pretend  In  i' ' 
hope,  to  be  visibly  concerned  and  discomjMfted  for  litsses  and  d 
appoinlmcnis  they  may  meet  with  in  thi^  kind,  u  hen  unexpected 
events  wilb^land  their  having  much  of  (his  world,  or  depri 
them  of  what  they  have.  It  becomes  them  (hat  reckon  thi 
good  things  arc  to  come  hereafter,  (o  shew  by  their  equal 
portment  and  cheerful  aspect  in  any  such  ease,  that  they  app 
hend  not  lliemfelves  louetird  in  their  most  consideraMe  inter 
Yea,  though  they  suffer  not  lossi-s  only,  but  injuries ;  and 
Kides  that  iliey  are  damnilied  (as  much  as  such  things  can  signi- 
fy) they  fiiKl  themselves  wronged;  and  though  further  (rou 
and  danger  tlireaten  them  in  the  same  kind,  Ihey  should  e 
denee  how  much  it  is  above  the  power  either  of  chaneo  or 
liee,  not  only  lo  make  them  miserable,  hut  even  to  disturb 
make  them  sad :  (hat  tboy  arc  not  happy  by  a  casually : 
that  llioii  happiness  is  not  in  the  command  of  them  who  c. 
not  command  their  own:  that  it  only  depends  on  the  inward 
eonslitution  and  frame  of  their  own  spirits,  attempered  to 
blessed  objects  of  the  invisible  world,  whereby  they  have  1 
assurance  of  enjoying  them  fully  liorcaAcr,  and  the  prcsi 
nvteful  relishes  ihereiore  in  the  mean  limo.  And  h«ne«,  t 
Uiey  can  he  happy  without  the  world's  kindnrss,  and  in  de 
of  its  unkindncss :  that  they  have  somewhat  wiihin  them, 
which  they  are  enabled  to  rejoice  in  Iribulation  ;  being  troub 
OD  every  aide,  yet  not  to  be  distressed:  to  "  take  joyfully 
spoiling  of  goods,  knowing  within  (hemselves  Ihey  have  in  b< 
Ten  a  belter  and  enduring  substance :"  nor  lo  suner  or  disoo' 
any  perturbation  or  disquiet :  not  to  have  their  souls  raffled, 
put  into  disorder :  nor  let  any  cloud  sit  nn  their  brow,  (houi 
darl^  aod  ditKu)  opes  st«m  lo  hang  over  their  heads. 
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And  the  name  abgurdiiy  it  would  b«  (o  it»<)ulge  tu  thciDMlves 
I  tinliouiided  liberty  of  sensual  pleasurrs.     Fur  tlial  tm^s  liko 
I  desfiair  uf  futurily:  as  if  a  day  were  a  tnijfliiy  ^ain  for  i-atinji; 
and  diiolciiiili  becflusc;  to-morrow  we  must  die.     An   alisteinioux 
shrness  here    is  comely  ;  ■  laalin^  only    the  dcli^hls,  whereof 
olhcrs  suffer  llicniselrcs  to  bo   iiigtilphod :  n  prudent  reserrcd- 
oess  and  renlraini,  so  n*  (hit  nltiil  ^hnll  catisc  with  others  an  un- 
l^«se«ming  transport  and  diflimoi)  of  ihc-msrlvc*,  be  ei)lcrtiiiiied 
Hfeol  with  a  cynical  inorooily,  but  a  pleaitanl  compomire  and  well- 
Ordered  eomplucencc  ;  keeping  a  due  and  even  distance  between 
levity  and  Hoiirness.     Vet  there  is  a  natural  relirednesi)  in  some 
■facn'ti  lempcis  :  and  in  others  an  aversion  to  pleasures,  prui-eed- 
■Ih);  only  oi  a  rational  estimate  of    their  emptiness  »»d   vanily    in 
B^emseives,  whieli  may,  however,  much  fall  short  of  what  Ihe 
■^ntresent  ease  requires:  the  exigency  whereof  is  no  way  satisfied, 
but  where  such  a  nKMlcrTtlion  is  the  product  of  a  comparative 
judgment  boiween  the  d«lij{hls  of  the  prasenl  and  ihutc  of  the 
Allure  state  ;  vrhen  one  w  enjoy*  atty  thin^  in  (his  world,  as  to 
be  'in<K-r  (he  |towi>r   of  luxhing  l>ecausR  of  the  more  prevailing 
inlliiencc  he  i«  under  from   the  power  of  the  world  to  romc! 
■tohen  hit  failh  is  the  parent  of  his  sobriety,  and  hrn  denial  of 
Brorldly  lusts  flows  from  the  expeetalion  of  the  blessed  liope: 
Brhen,  because  he  more  highly  prizes,  and  lest  be  forfeit,  eter- 
nal pleasures,  he  so  behaves  himself  towards  all  temporary  ones, 
as   neither  to  abuse  those  that   arc  lawful,  nor  to  be  abused  by 
the   unlawful;    not  to   exceed   in  the  one,  nor  to   touch   ihe 
,  other. 

Thus  also  ought  we  to  look  tipon  secular  honours  and  dignity ; 
lithoi  to  make  them  the  matter  of  our  admiration,  affectation,  or 
envy.    We  arc  not  to  heboid  them  with  a  libidinous  eye,  or  let  our 
hearts  thirst  after  them ;   not  to  value    ourselves  the  more  for 
ihem,  if  they  be  our  lot,  nor  let  our  eye  be  dazzled  with  admi- 
ration, or  distorted  with  envy,  when  we  behold  them  the  onia- 
^Benls  of  others.     We  are  not  lo  express  that  contempt  of  them, 
Bthich   may  make  a  breach  on  civility,  or  disturb  tho  order  and 
^Kriicy  of  Ihe  communities  whereto  we  belong.     Thougli  this  be 
none  of  our  own  country,  and  we  are  still  to  r«M:koii  ourselves 
bat  a*  pilgrims  and  tlrangeiA  while  we  are  here  ;  yet  it  becomes 
not  Mrnngers  to  In;  insolent  oi   rude  in  thfcir  hebavoiur,  where 
they  sojourn;  how  much  soever  greater  value  (hey  may  Justly 
_jh*"  of  their  own  country.     We  sliould  pay  to  secular  greatness 
^kdue  reipeet,  without  idolatry,  and  neither  despise  nor  adore  it; 
Hl>nsidering,  at  once,  the  requisitenessof  sucha  thing  in  the  pre- 
Hkent  slate,  and  the  excelling  glory  of  the  other.     As  though  in 
fHudcncp  and  good    manners  we  would  abstain  from  provoking 
affronts  towards  an   American  sachim,  or  sagamore,  if  vrc  did 
travel  or  converse  in  their  country  ;  yet  we  could  haro  no  great 
jMoeration  lor  them,  having  beheld  the  toyal  pomp  and  grandear 
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of  our  uwii   prince  ;  espevialty  he  vibo  were  hiiu»cll  a  couitiei^ 
and  favorite  lo  his  much  more  glorious  Hovvicign,  wlmm   ho 
aborlly  lo  attend  at  homv  coiOd  have  uo  srcat  tcmptutiun  to  sti 
for  o^ccN  and  honoik,  or  bear  s  very  proiouDd  iiilriDiHc  hoiaa| 
lu  80  m(!>i)  and  uiiexprrsMvc  an  image  of  rCf^Ut)'. 

Il  rnn  Huroly  no  wiir  bceoinc  oRC  ^vho  Kteks  and  expects  ll 
honor  anil  gl»ry  which  i»  cuiijiinct  with  ini mortality,  (  Ron. 
7.)  to  be  fond  of  the  airy  titles  that  ]>oot  inorlals  are  wont 
please  theraselres  with  ;  or  to  make  one  among  the  obsequiot 
servile  company  of  them  whose  busincts  it  is  to  court  a  vanu' 
iiig  shadow,  and  tempt  a  dignified  trifle  into  the  belief  il  is  *  dc 
ly ;  lo  sneak  and  cringe  for  a  smile  from  a  ftupcrcilioua  brow,  ao 
place  his  he.ircn  in  the  disdainful  favors  of  biai,  who,  it  may 
places  his  own  as  much  in  thy  homai;c,  no  that  it  befills  into  tl 
supplicant's  power  to  be  his  cri-iitor,  whose  ereatiire  he  aOet 
to  be.  What  eye  would  not  mon  !<|>y  otit  the  grosenesa  of  tl: 
absurdity  i  And  what  ingenuity  would  not  blush  to  be  ^ilty  of  il 
Let  then  the  joyful  expectant's  of  a  blessed  immortality,  pass  ' 
the  busy  throng  of  this  fanciful  exchange  ;  and  behuld  it  with 
little  concern,  as  a  grave  statesman  would  the  sports  and  ludia 
rous  actions  »r  little  children ;  and  with  as  Hlilr  inclitinlion 
mind,  ns  he  would  have  to  leave  hi»  but>ine!>.t  and  go  pUy  wi 
them  ;  beslowing  there,  only  tlie  transient  glance  of  a  carclei 
or  u  compassionate  eye,  und  still  reserving  their  intent  siciid 
views  for  tlie  glorious  hope  set  before  them.  And  with  a  pr 
portigoable  un concerned iieiiii  should  they  look  on,  and  behold  tli 
various  Blleralioos  of  political  affairs,  no  further  minding,  eith4 
the  constitution  or  administration  of  governmeot,  than  as  the  ii 
lerest  of  the  universal  liuier,  the  weal  and  »fcly  ol  the  print 
or  country  arc  concerned  in  them.  But  how  many  under  it 
specious  pretence  of  a  public  trpiril,  make  it  their  whole  bus 
n«M  lo  inspect  and  pry  into  these  alTairs,  even  with  a  most  nica 
ly  private  and  int<-rc.i|r:d  one  ;  watching  over  the  public  hcyov 
the  hounds  of  their  own  calliti;: ;  and  with  no  other  design,  iha 
to  eatch  at  an  opfHirtunity  of  serving  their  own  luras !  He 
many  that  stand  perpetually  at  a  g.vr.e,  in  a  suspenseful  expect 
lion  how  things  will  go  ;  either  joying  or  hoping  to  behold  an 
favorable  prognostics  to  the  party  whereto  they  nave  thought 
to  addict  themselves  !  glad  or  desirous  to  see  il  engross  powf 
and  grasp  the  sum  of  things,  not  from  any  itcnsc  of  duties 
wards  God's  vicegerents;  not  from  lovo  of  justice  or  study 
public  ailvnntage,  but  that  the  happier  lot  mny  bef-ill  or  r^'ma 
to  therowlv*-*.  These  men  are  absorbed,  and  swidlowed  up  > 
the  spirit  of  this  world,  conlempcrcd  only  to  Ihis  sublunary 
(pon,  concorporate  with  the  earth,  .to  as  to  partake  in  all  its  pani 
and  pa(Oxism»,  and  Iremulou.^  motions.  By  the  beating  of 
pulse  you  may  know  the  slate  of  things  in  this  lower  world, 
if  Utty  w«r«  of  the  same  piece,  and  had   but  one  soul   with 
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Lvl  thoni  wrtlWw  and  a  state  of  thines  on  eaitli  suiliibic  lo 
their  genius,  and  ^uu  put  a  new  life  ana  soul  into  lh«m.  K«- 
duce  Ibvm  lo  ■  despair  here,  and  (solilile  communion  Imvu 
they  with  llie  aliairs  of  ihst  other  country,)  the  most  apectous  in- 
viting representation  itiat  can  bo  in*d«  to  ihcni  of  ilie  world  lo 
come  hinders  nol,  but  Iheir  hearts  languish  and  die,  and  bcroinc 
Bd  stones  within  ihcni. 

But  that  lofty  soul  that  bears  atwul  willi  it  the  living  appre* 
hensions  of  its  being  made  for  an  everlasting  state,  so  earnestir 
intends  it,  that  it  shall  ever  l>e  a  descent  and  vouchsafement  with 
il,  if  it  allow  its<^lf  to  take  notice  what  l>u»y  mortals  aro  doing 
in  their  (aa  tbcy  reckon  ihem)  grand  negocialion^  Iktc  IxIow. 
And  if  there  be  a  suiipii-ion  of  an  aptness,  or  inclinaiion  lo  in- 
tertneddle  in  ihem  to  their  pn^judtce  to  whom  that  part  beionga, 
ean  heartily  say  to  it,  ( as  (he  philosopher  to  the  jealous  tyrant,) 
■We  of  this  academy  are  not  at  leisure  to  mind  so  mean  things: 
we  have  soniewhat  else  lo  do  than  to  talk  of  you.  He  hath  still 
the  image  before  bis  eye,  of  this  world  vanishing  and  passing 
away  ;  of  the  other,  with  the  et'orlaMin^  nifairs  and  concern- 

I  iDAnts  of  it,  even  now   ready   lo  lakr  place  »nil   fill  up  nil  the 

and  can  represent  lu  himself  the  vision  (not  from  a  mcU 

bolic  fancy  or  ci-azed  brain,  hut  a  rational  failh  and  a  sober 

:  well  instructed  mind,)  of  the  world  dissolving,  monarchies  And 
luHgdona  breaking  up,  thrones  tumbling,  crowns  and  sceptres 
lying  as  neglected  things.  He  hath  a  telescope  through  which 
he  can  behold  the  glorious  appearances  of  (he  Supienic  Judge  ; 
ibe  solemn  stale  of  his  maje»lir  person  ;  the  splendid  pomp  of 
his  magnificent  and  vnslly  numerous  retinue ;  the  obae<|uious 
Ibroog  of  glorious  celestial  creatures,  doing  homage  lo  their 
elMQkl  King ;  the  swift  flight  of  his  royal  guards,  sent  fonh  into 
(hfi  four  winds  to  galhei  the  elect,  and  eovering  the  face  of  the 

ibuvens  with  their  sprcadinc;  wings;  the  universal  silent  atten- 
tion of  all  to  that  toud  sounning  trumpet  that  shakes  the  pillars 
of  the  world,  pierces  (he  inward  caverns  of  the  earth,  and  re- 
sounds from  every  part  of  the  encircling  heavens ;  the  many 
myriads  of  joyful  expectants  arising,  changing,  pulting  on  glory, 
lalting  wing,  and  contending  upwards,  to  join  tnemselvea  to  the 
tfiumphani  heavenly  host :  the  judtiment  set  ;  the  books  open- 
ed ;  the  iVightfuI  nroazcd  looks  of  surprised  wretches  ;  the  e<|ua) 
adminiMtniton  of  the  linal  jiidgmeni ;  the  adjudication  of  all  lo 
(heir  eieinal  states;  the  heavens  rolled  up  as  a  scroll;  ibe 
earth  and  all  things  (herein  consumed  and  burnt  up. 

And  now,  what  spirit  is  there  any  more  left  in  htm  towards 
the  trivial  atTairs  of  a  vanishing  world  ^    bow  indififereni  a  thing 
is  it  with  him   who  bears  himself   highest  in  a  elate  of  things  J 
whereof  he  foresees  the  certain  hastening  end  ?  Though  he  will  | 
not   ncglecl  the  d«(y  of  his  own  place,  is  hfartily  concenied  to 
bavB  the  knowledge  and  fear  of  (tod  n>ur«  generally  obtained  in 
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(hu  (i)Kwt«t«  world  ;  mid  is  readj-  to  coiilribule  bis  uliaosl  tegu- 
lar ciidvsrors  for  the  preseivalion  ot  rommoo  peace  and  o\ 
in  aubserrieRcv  hcreio.  Vet  Bbstrai:(odly  from  ibcse  consiu 
atious,  Mtd  9Ucn  as  bave  been  before  mentioned,  be  is  do  ni 
concerned  who  is  uppeitnost,  Ihan  udg  would,  passing  by  a  awa 
oi  flies,  wbich  bailt  the  lunpccBl  winps,  or  which  excels  tbe 
in  sprightlin€».^  or  brinknes^  »(  moliai).  Ami  for  him»cir,  be  cm 
insert  this  amonpit  his  most  serious  than  L  ski  vinn^t,  that  wbilB 
lllQ  can.-  is  incuiubent  on  olli«rs,  of  watching  over  U»e  pul  ~ 
peace  nnd  safety,  he  may  sit  still  and  conveise  with  God  ant) 
own  iDoi«  sedate  tltougbls.  How  secure  is  he  in  ihb,  that 
nite  wisdom  governs  the  woild  !  that  al)  things  shall  be  dispi 
the  best  way,  to  the  best  and  most  valuable  ends !  that  an  alBictr 
td  state  sh.ill  Dc>'er  befall  unto  good  men,  but  when  it  is  fill 
and  most  conducible  il  kboiild  do  so!  (bail  the  prosperity  ca 
appetite  covcta,  is  nev^r  denied  tbcmi,  but  when  i(  would  pe  pet^ 
nictous  !  How  cubu  is  he  in  the  midst  of  external  troubles !  nov 
plaoit]  and  serene  a  spirit  inhabits  bis  peaceful  breast !  When 
things  are  shaken  louud  about  him,  be  b  not  sliaken.  He 
all  sorts  of  troubles,  but  cieatcs  none  to  othen,  nor  is  disi 
by  any  hiniscir.  But  liiey  that  deUght  to  sec  Ihiii  world  rollt 
or  fixed,  as  may  most  surve  their  private  purposes,  and  hav 
perpetual  quarrel  with  it,  whilu  it  looks  not  kindly  upon  the 
ibeir  life  ia  bound  up  in  il,  and  iheir  pretences  to  another, 
but  tbe  languid,  faint  notions  of  what  they  never  heartily  beli«' 
nor  desire.  Upon  the  whole  iniilter  ;  nothing  is  more  a^ieeahl 
to  this  great  expectation,  than  a  steady  realraini  and  moderation 
of  our  passions  towaids  things  without  us ;  ibal  in,  all  the  sever- 
al sorts  of  external  objects  and  alTairs,  th»l  so  variously  invite 
and  tempt  our  observation  and  regard  in  this  cur  present  slate. 

[i.]  I  next  add  :  a  furlher  congruity,  if  we  pretend  to 
expectation,  is,  that  we  be  not  over-much  token  up  in  min< 
the  body.  For  this  looks  like  a  desigti  (or  that  inconsiati 
wish)  to  have  our  pre»enl  Mate  perpetuated;  and  that  ti 
thoughts  are  remote  from  us  of  a  chnngc  for  .->  belter.  .\s  ifni 
withstanding  all  that  tbe  divine  gao<lni-ss  hath  promised  roncc 
ins  the  future  inheritance  of  tlie  free  and  heavcn-bom  seed, 
did  still  lie  nearest  to  our  hearts,  0  that  IshmacI  might  live 
thy  eight !  And  that  the  belief  did  miserably  languish  with  us, 
of  any  better  portion  than  what  our  eyes  do  already  behold  ;  to* 
gether  with  the  apprehension  of  a  spiritual  bein*;  in  us,  to  bs 
ripened  into  a  complete  and  m-tual  capacity  of  enjoying  what  is 
belter.  It  is  true,  that  all  th«  exorbitant  workings  of  those 
meaner  and  ignoble  passions  tliat  are  moved  by  objects  and  occa- 
sions without  and  foreign  lo  us,  have  tbe  body  for  ibeir  first  and 
UM,  Iheir  s)>ring  and  source,  tkeir  centre  and  end.  But  thenee 
it  becomes  the  more  proper  and  re<)(ii«ile,  that  wc  draw  nearer 
thia  their  seat  and  centre,  and  strike  at  the  root ;  and  i 


UA"  AS  MOnTAt.. 


MS 


dill  inordiniite  love  *tul  soliciliide  for  iho  Ixxlj,  mottirr  rhcm  ■II 

1st  onco.     Wf  are  iftde4Mi  «o  fnr  lo  eoii)|>l\  wiih  (he  plcmiure  of 

our  Maker,  u  no!  to  dcupiiic  the  mvan  abodv  wiiich  he  halh  as- 

I  Ugnfcl  uii  for  .iwhile  in  (he  body.     Rut  withal,  lo  t«ke  heed  lest 

*e  w>  cross   and  resist  it,  as  lo  make  cnrinf^  for  l)ic  body  onr 

»boIe  business  ;  wtiidi  lie  hath  only  enjoined  iis  in  xubservien- 

ey  (a  an  UDtpeakal>ly  t;r<s)l<-r  und  inorc-  ini])ortaiil  huftineiMi.     Its 

'  eallli  aod  welfare  ought  upon  very  valuabU-  Acrouiilato  he  care- 

lly  preserred  by  all  prudent  meaits :  but  to  indulgfi  its  slothful 

idesiies,  and  comply  with  its  licentious  wild  cravings,  is  far  he- 

eslh  us,  a  base  unmanning  of  ourselves,  and  would  signify,  u 

[if  so  absurd  a  conceit  had  pjtEsed  with  US  into  a  settled  judg- 

iinenl,  that  a  reasunnble  immortal  spirit  vfas  created  only  to  tend 

iind  lervo  a  brute.     It  is  monstrous  to  behold,  with  how  common 

>iiMnt  nulliludes  (hat  professedly  ngree  in  the   belief  of  the 

imortnl  nature  of  their  souh,  do  yet  a^^ree  lo  debase  and  e&- 

fllave  them  to  the  meanest  servility  to  their  mortal  bodies  ;  so  as 

fiesp  are   peimilled  to  give  laws  to  them,  to  prescribe  ihera 

jUfi  of  livitie,  and  what    (heir  dnily  employment  shall  he.      Por 

erre  the  dcnigns  ibey  drive,  und  what  in  the  tendency  of  their 

Ikcttons  and  atlairs  ( whence  (he  judgment  is  to  be  made  roneem- 

liiig  their  inivnrd  thoughts, deliberations,  and  resolves, )  and  is  not 

Ftbe  body  the  measure  and  mark  of  them  all?  What  import  or 

npiification  is  there  in  this  eouise,  of  a  design  for  futurity  f  And 

t(whi«h   increa!«s  the  folly  of  it  to  a  nonder)  they  can  make  a 

[shift  to  fp  on  thus  fiom  year  lo  year,  and  take  no  notice  of  the 

lb!<urditi|- '  Tbey  agree  to  justify  each  one  himself,  and  one  sn- 

lolhcr.     The  commonness  of  the  course  takes  away  all  »ense  of 

be  horrid  madness  of  it.     And  because  each  doth  as  the  rest 

fdo,  (hey  soem  lo   imagine,   they   nil  do   well,  and  that  there  is 

"ling   exceplionnlile   in   the  ca.se  ;  and  go  on  :    as  the  silly 

ep,  Aon  iftia  eumtum  titt   ttd  qva  Uur :  no!  Ike  wajf  thrj/ 

Jotighl,  l>Ht  ifbich  Ihti/  Bte  olhera  go  bf/ore  Ihtm.  Sen. 

itui  if  any  place  could  be  found  for  calm  and  sober  thoughts, 
[what  would  be  reckoned  a  greater  imperlinency,  than  to  be  at 
[so  great  pains  for  maintaining  a  bodily  life,  without  considering 
{what  that  life  shall  serve  fop?  to  employ  our  utmost  eare  lo  lire, 
FlHit  lo  live  for  we  know  not  what  *  It  becomes  us  to  be  patient 
|of  the  body,  not  fond :  to  treat  and  use  our  bodies  as  things 
Flhorlly  to  be  put  off  and  laid  n$ide :  lo  care  for  ihem,  not  for 
Itbeir  own,  bnt  ihc  work's  -^nke  we  have  to  do  in  them,  and  leave 
[it  to  them  to  indulge  and  par.iper  the  body,  who  expect  never  to 
[live  out  of  it :  not  lo  concern  ourselves,  that  the  circumstances 
lof  our  bodily  state  be  such  as  will  gratify  our  appetites,  hut  an- 
iBwer  the  ends  foi  which  our  Maker  ilMucht  6t  we  should  live 
[swhile  in  Ihe  body:  rcrkoninjt  with  ourselves,  we  are  lodged  in 
|tbSM  mean  receptacles  (though  somewhat  commodious,  yet)  but 
'  a  Jittle  while,  and  for  great  purposes,  and  more  minding  our 
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posablo.  But  if  tlicy  do  twt  justiry  theiuselvcs,  li>f«ha({)i 
|>0!)c  is  il  furltivr  lu  press  Ihcm  nilh  absai<Ii(i«s,  that  persist 
couslaril  iirir-4^(ii)liadJ('tiou:  or  that  iiare  nut  so  much  left  them 
of  ntional  ficriHutioii,  as  to  fcti  in  (heir  own  minds  the  pressure 
of  the  very  grealcal  absurdity  ?  If  tht'V  only  presume  (liey 
well,  because  they  liave  never  a»kv4l  IhcmsclvcB  ihe  ijucstion, 
spent  any  thoughts  nboul  it;  this  speaks  us  much  n  bcsott 
mind  aa  any  of  the  rest,  and  is  as  unworthy  of  a  reasons' 
creatura.  Why  hnve  they  the  power  of  thinking  ?  Or  u  lio  do 
any  case  more  f^oncrally  incur  the  ccnsuie  of  iiaprudt^nce  iin 
folly,  than  they  wlio  have  only  this  plea  fur  their  actions,  tlial 
they  did  not  consider?  Especially  wben  the  case  is  »o  plain, 
nnd  Ihe  most  sudden  rcltoclion  would  discover  the  iniquity  ai 
danger  of  their  coureo.  And  one  would  ibink  nothing  sin 
be  more  obvious,  or  more  readily  occur  to  the  mind  of  a  m: 
than  to  contemplate  himself,  and^taking  notice  there  is  such> 
creature  in  the  world,  rurni^hcd  with  such  abilities  and  powers 
lo  consider,  Whtit  was  I  made  foi  ?  what  um  I  to  pitcJt  upon 
my  propvr  end  r  nor  any  thing  appear  more  horrid  lo  him,  t' 
to  cross  iho  reiy  ends  of  bis  creation. 

(2.)  It  may  also  bu  improved  to  tbii  direcfui/r  of  our  praeti 
For  which  purpu^  we   may  hence  take  this  genersl  rule,  th^ 
it  be  such  as  becomes  the  expectation  of  a  future  stale : — d 
what  else  i»  Icfl  us,  since  in  otir  present  state  wc  behold  notliing 
but  vanity  ?     We  see  ibua  stands  our  case,  that  wo  mu»t  measuro 
oundres  by  one  of  these  apinehonsions,  either, — wc  are  m 
in  vain,  or, — we  are  made  for  a  future  state. — And  can  wc  o 
dure  to  live  according  to  the  former,  as  if  we  w«re  inipcrtino 
ctes  in  the  creation,  and  had  no  proper  business  in  il?     W 
ingenuous  person  would  not  blush  lo  be  always  in  the  poslu 
of  a  useless  hnng-liy  ;  to  be  still  han^'ug  on,  where   he  hai 
nothing  to  do;  thai  if  be  be  a$ked,  Sir,  what  is  your  bustnei 
here  ?  tie  hath  nothing  to  say.     Or  how  cjin  we  Iwar  il,  to  lifj 
as  if  we  came  into  the  world  by  chance,  or  rather  by  mista 
as  though  our  creation  had  been  a  ■nisadveiilurc,  •  thing  th. 
would  not  have  been  done,  had  il  been  better  thought  on  {   A 
ihal  our  Maker  had  over-shot  himself,  and   been  guilty  of 
oversight   in  giving  us  such  a  being?     \Vho,  ihal  halli  eilh 
just  value  for  himself,  or  any  reverence  for  bis  M^er,  could  e 
dure  either  to  utidtrg"  Ihe  reproach,  or  be  guilty  of  the  bla 
phemy  which  this  would  import.'    And  who  cnnaquit  himself 
the  one  or  the  other,  that  lives  not  in  tome  measure  nt^ceal: 
to  the  expectation  of  somewhat  beyond  Ihis  prcttent  life  ,* 
us  therefore  gird  up  the  loins  of  our  minds,  and  set  our  faces 
persons  designing  for  another  world ;   so  shaping  our  court 
that  all  things  may  concur  to  signify  lo  men  the  gre3lne»s  of  oi 
expectations.     We  otherwise  proelnim  to  the  world  ( to  our  o 
and  our  Creator's  wrong)   I  hat  we  have  reasonable  souls  givei 


MAM  A9  MORTAL. 


MB 


iw  to  no  purtMHc.  Wo  aro  llicrcforo  conc«i-nc<t  and  oblig<;d  boili 
to  Aim  At  Ihut  world}'  end,  and  to  dbwovcr  ami  make  it  visibig 
that  nc  (!o  go. 

Nor  is  a  design  for  nn  iinmorUl  stale  so  mcnn  imd  inglorious, ' 
0^  so  in-ationDl  and  void  of  a  solid  ground,  that  wo  have  any  i 
cause  either  lo  decline  or  conceal  it ;  «ilhcr  not  to  retain,  or  to| 
be  ashamed  of  our  bope.  Nor  is  there  any  tiling  (o  be  done  in  i 
prosecution  of  it,  so  unworthy  aa  to  need  a  corner,  or  that  re- 
quires it  lo  be  done  as  a  work  of  darkness.  Neither  jet  is  it  a  | 
vain-glorious  ostentation,  or  the  affectation  of  niakinf;  shew  oSi 
no  excellency  above  the  vulgar  pitch,  that  I  persuade  to:  but  ml 
modest,  sober  avowing  of  our  high  design  and  hope;  neithecj 
malting  any  near  approacli  to  a  proud  artognnt-e  on  the  one  hand,  J 
nor  a  mean  pusillanimity  on  the  other.  Trtdy  great  and  genc>  ' 
rou.i  spirits  know  how  to  carry  under  sccubr  honor  with  iliat ' 
prudent  and  graceful  decorum,  as  shall  signify  a  just  owning  of  1 
themselves  without  insolence  towards  others.  Real  worth, j 
though  it  do  not  vaunt,  will  sJiew  itself;  and  while  it  dnih  not] 
glatft,  yet  cinnot  forbear  to  shine.  We  should  endeavor  Ihei 
excoUency  of  a  &pint  refined  from  earth  and  dross,  and  aspiring] 
tuwjiixls  a  nMi!  of  immortality,  may  express  itself,  and  shine  in' 
its  native  lunlre:  with  its  okhi,  not  wUn  botrowed  beams;  with 
a  con.ii.-int,  t-vcn,  n.-iCural,  not  with  nu  nnc<iua],  artificial  light : 
that  all  that  will,  may  .^ee  hy  the  steady  tendency  of  our  course,! 
that  we  are  aiming  at  (he  great  things  of  another  world  :  ihonghj 
we  all  the  while,  are  not  so  much  solicitous  to  have  our  eixl  And  i 
purpose  known,  as  to  obtain  them. 

And  verily,  since  the  vile  sons  of  the  earlh,  the  men  of  sense;  | 
that  aim  at  no  other  end  than  to  gratify  their  brutal  ap|>et)le  with 
such  pleaMre  a»  i;t  only   to  he  compassed  within  a  short  lifc'sj 
time  m  this  world,  an<l  who  live  to  the  reproach  of  their  Maker,  { 
and  of  mankind,  do  not  go  about  to  hide  the  infamy  of  their  low 
design,  or  concenl  tho  degenerous  hnsenc^s  of  their  mean  spirits ; 
hut  while  they  make  their  belly  their  C^od,  and  only  mind  earth* 
ly  ihinus,  do  also  glory   in  their  »liamc  :  how  niucfi  were  it  be- 
neath  (he  slate  and  spirit  of  the  sons  of  God,  that  are  worthily 
designing  for  a  gloriou.i  immortality,  lo  be  ashamed  of  their  glo- 
ry, or  think  of  stealing  a  passage  lo  heaven  in  the  dark  ?  Xo :  let] 
them  know,  it  is  not  only  too  mean  a  thing  for  them  to  involvsj 
Ihemselvts  in  Ihc  common  spirit  of  the  sensual  world,  but  even 
In  seem  to  do  so:  And  ihut  this  is  so  foul  .md  ignominious  a  < 
thing,  art  whcicof  ihoy  are  concerned,  not  to  be  fico  from   the 
guilt  only,  litit  ihc  suspicion.     Those  worthy  souN  ihut  in  form* 
er,  and  darker  days  were  engaged  in  seeking  the  heavenly  coun- 
try, thought  It  became  ihein  to  confei<s  Ihemselvcs  pilgrimit  and' 
strangers  on  the  eaith;  (Ileb.  1 1.)  and  therein  todeclai-e  plain- 
ly, that  they  were  seeking  that  better  country.     Which  cunfett- 
I  sioD  and  plain  declaration  we  need  not  understand  to  he  merely 
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verbal,  but  practical  and  real  also  ;  such  a»  mJglil  l»c  urKluritood 
to  be  Ihe  lan^age  of  their  lives,  ami  of  a  coDManl,  uniform  cou 
of  acliuns,  agreeable  (a  such  n  dcHigii. 

Let  us  ihereforc  bethink  ourHelvcs,  what  tem)>er  of  mind  anil 
manner  of  life  may  be  mo«t  confoniiablc  to  thi&  desi^,  nod  best 
become  persons  pretending  to  it ;  whereupon  w«  iiliotiUl  soon 
find  otir  own  thoughts  inMrueting  us,  that  such  things  as  the: 
woulil  be  moot  beconiinj^  and  lit  in  reference  therelo  ;  and  nhi 
we  may  therefore  take  as  so  many  particular  directions  how 
^vera  our  epirils,  and  behave  ourselves  answeiably  to  so  gn 
an  expectation. 

[1.]  That  we  endeavor  for  a  calm  indifrorenrj  aiM]  di^passii 
ate  temper  of  mind  towards  th*  various  objecta  and  alTaire  that 
belong  to  this  present  life.  There  are  very  narrow  limits  al- 
ready act,  by  the  nature  of  the  iliinxs  themselves,  to  all  die  real 
objeetire  value  Ihni  sitch  things  have  in  tliem  :  and  il  i^  the  pari 
of  wisdom  nnd  juslice,  to  set  the  presort  ionable  bounds  lo  a: 
the  thoughts,  U4ire3,  and  passions,  we  will  suffer  to  stir  in  oi 
minds  in  reference  to  them.  Nothing  is  a  more  evident  «i 
knowledged  character  of  a  fool,  than  upon  every  slight  occa&ion 
to  be  in  a  tranaporl.  To  be  much  Ukcn  with  empty  things,  be- 
tokens an  empty  spirit.  It  is  a  part  of  manly  forlitudo  to  have 
II  soul  so  fenced  ngstnst  forei^  impreS:tionA,  ii-^  little  to  be  mov< 
with  thinj^s  that  have  little  in  them :  lo  keep  our  pnssions  undd 
a  strict  roin  and  steady  commumi,  that  they  be  easily  retractable 
aod  lauglit  to  obey;  not  to  move  till  severe  reason  have  audit 
the  matter,  and  pronounced  the  occasion  just  and  valuable, 
which  case  the  same  manly  temper  nill  not  refuse  lo  admit  a  pr 
portionable stamp  and  impress  from  the  occuningobject.  For 
laequallva  prevai'ic.ition  from  true  manhood,  lo  be  moved  with 
every  thing  and  with  nothing  :  the  fonncr  would  speak  a  man's 
spirit  a  feather,  the  latter  a  stone.  A  total  npalhy  and  inscnsi- 
blenCAs  of  external  occurrcnts  hath  been  the  aim  of  some,  but 
Hrer  the  altainmenl  of  the  highest  pretenders.  And  if  it  had, 
yet  ought  it  not  lo  have  been  their  boaM  ;  (is  upon  yiber  though 
it  cannot  be  reckoned  a  perfection.  Hut  it  should  be  endeavoi 
ed,  that  the  pnssions  which  are  not  to  be  rooted  up  ( because  ll 
are  of  nature's  planting)  be  yet  so  discreetly  checked  and 
pressed,  that  ther  grow  not  to  that  enormous  tallness,  as  to  over 
lop  a  man's  intellectual  power,  and  cast  a  dark  shadow  over  ht 
soul.  A  rational  authority  must  be  maintained,  a  continen  _ 
and  dominion  over  one's  self,  that  there  be  not  an  impotent  pro-' 
fusion,  and  we  lM^  never  so  affeck'd  with  any  thing,  but  that  (he 
objerl  may  still  bo  able  lo  warrant  and  justify  the  alTectlon,  both 
for  the  nature  and  deforce  of  il.  Which  rule,  if  wc  slriclly  ob- 
serve and  it{>)>ly  it  lo  the  present  case,  we  fhall  rarely  meet  uith 
any  temporal  concern  that  ought  to  move  us  much  ;  both  for  the 
littleness  of  snch  things  themselves,  and  that  we  hare  so  11117 
speakably  ^nter  things  in  our  view  and  design. 
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In  eouformUy  therefore  to  our  so  great  (Mpeclallon,  we  ought 

more  psMicuUrlj'  (o  watch  and  re|>i'es8  our  inclinations,  apjie* 

I  tiles,  and  aReclions  towards  each  several  sort  and  kind  of  al»- 

Bets,  which  lime  and  this  preeeni  elale  halh  within  the  confines 

Fof  it.     As,  how  contemptuou»lj'  Hhould  we  look  upon  that  emp- 

It}'  vanilr  of  hcin^  richi*  how  i-oldlj^  and  cafelcs»!y   should  we 

[pursue,  hovr  unconcernedly  should  wc  lose,  any  thing  that  mif^ht 

,  enlille  us  to  that  name  ?     The  pursuit  of  m>  despicable  a  Iritle, 

Iwith    TJolonl   and    peremptory  desire,   no  as  hereby  to   suffer 

\m  divervton  from  our  dciti^n  for  another  world,  as  to  midcc  our 

^•Icrnal  hope  less  (hnn  nothing,  [  for  to  any  man's  calm  and  sober 

lthot]|^h(B,  this  will  be  found   as  little : )  and  so  will  amount  to  a 

total  (juitiing  of  all  our  pretensions  to  a  better,  future  state ; 

ihAl  is,  when  so  wc  indulge  this  odd   irrational,  this  wildly  fan- 

loiful,   and  purely    humorous  appetite,  (of  which  no   man   can 

5 ive  any  tolerable  account,)  that  it  becomes  ravenous,  when  it 
evours  a  man's  time,  his  thoughts,  the  strcn^h  and  rigor  of  his 
S)>irit,  swallows  up  his  nobler  designs,  and  makes  an  idle  doting 
ibout  he  knows  not  what,  or  why,  his  main  business.     Espe- 
[ti.-illy  when  eon.Micnce   itself  becomes  a  sacrifice  to  this  impure 
lanhallowed  idol ;  and  l!ie  question  is  wholly  waived,  "  is  this 
thing  just  and  Iwnest."'  and  nothing  is  considered,  but   that  it 
is  commodious  and  gainful.     Yet,  (if  herein  we  will  lake  u|>on 
us  lo  pass  a  judgment  upon  other  men,)  it  will  be  no  way  ingcn- 
.  uous  or  just,  that  in  smaller  and  disputable   matters,  we  make 
I  our  own  apprehensions  a  measure  and  standard  lo  them,     They 
I  are  commonly  aple!>t  lo  do  so,  who  have  least  studied  the  matter, 
and  have  nothing  but  llieir  ignorant  confidence  to  entitle  them 
to  the  dictator's  chair;  where,  however,  having  placed  them- 
Mlve),  they  Iil>erally  bestow  their  censures  and  reproaches  on  all 
th«i  think  it  not  fit  lo  throw  away  their  own  eyes,  and  see  with 
their  bad  ones:  and  conclude  Ihcin  to  have  no  conscience,  who 

ED  not  according  to  theirs.     And  that  (hey  cannot  but  have  some 
ue  design,  who  in   any  thing  presume  to  swerve   from  their 
i'  'udgnent,  especially  if  the  advantage,  in  any  temporal  rei^et, 
lappen  lo  lie  on  that  side  from  which  they  dissent. 
Nothing  can  indeed  so  comport  with  the  spirit  and  design  of 
I  on«  who  believes  himself  made  for  another  world,  as  a  brave 
uicl  generous  dis<lain  of  stooping  to  the  lure  of  present  cmolu- 
'ment,  so  a*  thereby  lo  he  drawn  into  any  the  least  thing  which 
[ fcc  judge*  not  defensible  by  the  severest  rules  of  rea8on  and  rc- 
fligton  ;  which  were  to  quit  s  serene  hearen  for  mire  and  din. 
There  is  nothing  in  this  world  of  that  value,  or  worthy  to  he 
bought  so  dear,  as  with  the  loss  and  forfeiture  of  the  rest  and  re* 
I  pose  of  a  mind,  quiet,  benign,  pejccfiil,  and  well  pleased  with 
Itself.     It  is  enough,  if  one  find  himself,  by  difficulties  which  he 
cannot  master,  constrained  to  dissent  from  persons  above  exccp- 
lioo  wise  and  pious,  placidly,  and  without   unbecoming  confi- 
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<len««,  to  ^o  on  ill  (he  way  which  his  prcwnt  jttdgmiTtl  nUnwR, 
carrying  with  him  a  modest  M;n8o  of  huinnn  iriGtiuily,  ttiiil  ho« 
possible  it  int  the  tiior  may  lie  on  his  own  pnrt :  Itsvin);  yet- 
relieve  him  o^HiiiRl  lh>t  oiipposilion,  Ihc  clearness  of  his  o 
spirit,  the  conscience  of  hi»  innocency  of  any  ill  tliBposilioD 
design,  of  his  inUruclihlenesH  and  {ireiinredneM  to  admit  i 
viction  if  he  err.  And  be  he  never  ao  fully  persuaded  s 
the  ihing  in  difference,  yet  lo  consider  the  smallne&s  of  it, 
bow  Utile  cAuse  he  hath  of  glorying,  if  he  know  in  this  m 
more  Ihsn  olhers,  who  possibly  know  (en  times  wore  than 
in  far  greater  and  more  importan(  mat(er8.  But,  in  null< 
filearly  detcmtined  by  common  agreed  principles,  to  prevari 
out  of  an  indulgence  lo  inero  nppclite,  to  {a;ire  up  one's  self  lo 
practices  apparvnily  immornl  and  llauitious,  only  to  comply  witli, 
and  lc»t  he  should  not  oaliviy  M-nsunl  desires,  is  the  character  of 
one  who  hath  Bbandoned  (he  common  hope  of  all  good  meo', 
and  who,  (hat  he  may  have  his  lot  with  beaMs  in  (bin  world, 
dreads  no(  to  have  it  with  devils  in  (he  other.  And  it  is  upon 
tho  same  ground,  equally  unbecoming  them  (hat  pretend  to  1 
hope,  lo  be  visibly  concerned  and  difwomposed  for  losses  ant) 
appointments  they  may  meet  with  in  this  kind,  u hen  unexpeolad 
events  withstand  their  having  much  of  this  world,  or  depri 
tbflin  of  what  (hey  bavv.  It  becomes  them  lba(  reckon  th 
good  things  are  to  come  hereafter,  to  shew  by  (heir  equal 
porlnient  and  cheerful  a8|)cct  in  any  such  case,  that  they  app 
hend  nut  themselves  touched  in  their  most  considerable  intere: 
Yea,  thoiijth  they  suffer  not  lowers  only,  hut  injuries;  and 
sides  that  ihey  are  damnified  (as  mui^h  as  xuch  thin^  can  si^ 
fy )  they  find  themselves  wronged ;  and  though  further  trou 
and  danger  threaten  them  in  (lie  same  kind,  Ihej  should  e 
dence  how  much  it  is  nbovo  the  power  either  of  ehancc  or  i 
liee,  not  only  to  make  them  miserable,  but  even  to  disturb 
make  them  isvl :  that  thej'  are  not  happy  hy  a  casually  :  an 
that  ihoit  hiippincss  is  not  in  the  command  of  (hem  who  can- 
not command  their  own:  that  it  only  depends  on  the  inward 
constitution  and  frame  of  their  own  spirits,  attempered  lo  I 
hleised  objects  of  (he  invisible  world,  whereby  they  have  I 
assurance  of  enjoying  them  fully  hcreal^er,  and  the  preF< 
grateful  relishes  iherejore  in  the  mean  time.  And  hence,  1 
they  can  be  happy  wiihout  (lie  world's  kindnewi,  and  in  deE[ 
of  its  unkindncss .  that  Ihey  have  somewhat  within  ihem, 
which  they  are  enabled  (o  rejoice  in  (rJbulation  ;  being  lroubl< 
o«  every  side,  yet  not  to  be  dtsd-essed  :  to  "  take  joyfully  ( 
^wiling  of  goods,  knowing  within  themselves  Ihey  have  in  h 
ven  a  better  and  enduring  substance :"  nor  lo  suffer  or  diKo 
any  perturbation  or  dlMitdct :  not  lo  have  their  souls  mflfled, 
put  into  disorder :  nor  let  any  cloud  sit  on  their  brow,  thou. 
dark  and  dismal  ones  stem  to  hang  over  ifauir  heads. 
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the  Mine  abmrdJty  il  would  be  (o  indulge  to  thenselveA 

kti  iinlMXiiKled  libvrty  of  mimua)  pIcaaurM.     For  Ibat  loukti  like 

di-sfMir  of  fulurilj^ ;  as  if  a  i\ny  were  »  mighljr  )(ain  for  cktiDp 

Hid  ill  inking,  ti«<:aua4>  lo-murrou'  wr  mtiM  Aic.     An  alnleiniouB 

Illness  here  is  comely  ;  a  (atiling  miljf   lli(*  di;li^hl»,  wlicrt-of 

I  he  rg  suffer  theroselvea  (o  h«   ingulj>hed:  »  prudent  re^ervcd- 

:>«)  nnd  restraint,  so  as  that  wbal  shall  cause  niih  others  an  un- 

leseeintng  transport  and  diirusion  of  themselves,  be  eiiterluiued 

It  mith  a  evnical  morosily,  but  a  pleasant  composure  and  well- 

lered  i;omplaeencc  ;  keepiiif;  n  due  and  even  distance  between 

evity  and  Houmcu.     Vol  (here  t»  it  nuliiral  ietirednes§  in  soDie 

en'a  tempo*  ;  and  in  othcm  an  aversion  to  pU-asurc»,  procoed- 

Dg  only  of  n  rniionni  estimate  of  their  emplini'».>  and   vanily  in 

lienMires,  which  may,  however,  much  fall  plwrt  of  what  llic 

reiWnt  caee  re(|uires:  Ihe  exigency  whereof  i»  no  way  satisfied, 

but  where  sueh  a  moderalion  is  the  produet  of  a  cDm|>anlive 

judgment  between  the  delights  of  (lie  pi-esent  and  those  of  Ihfi 

future  slate;  when  one  so  enjoys  any  thing  in  (bis  world,  as  to 

be  under  the  power  of  nothing;  because  of  the  more  prevailing 

.  influence  he  is  under  from  the  power  of  the  world  to  come : 

Ibvhen  his  faith   ig  the  parent  of  his  sobriety,  and  his  denial  of 

Hlvorldly  lu»ls  flows  from  the  expectation  of  (he  blessed  hope: 

Bvhon,  h<>eausc  he  more  highly  prizes,  and  le«t  he  forfeit,  eter- 

nri  pteaaures,  he  m  behaves  himself  (owards  all  temporary  ones, 

■*  aoither  to  abuso  those  that  are  lawful,  nor  (o  be  nbu»cd  by 

unlawful;    not  to   exceed   in  the  one,  nor   lo   touch   the 

Thus  also  ought  we  to  look  upon  secular  honours  and  dignity ; 
■eilhei  to  make  them  the  matter  of  our  admiration,  afTcetalion,  or 
iry.  We  are  not  lo  behold  them  with  a  libidiitouicye,orlot  our 
ts  thirM  after  them :  not  to  value  ourMlvc8  the  mure  for 
1,  if  they  be  our  lot,  nor  let  our  eye  bo  da;!/l<'<l  with  admi- 
ration, or  distorted  with  envy,  when  we  behold  them  rhc  orna- 
snlt  nf others.  We  are  not  to  express  that  contempt  of  (hem, 
rhteh  may  make  a  breach  on  civili(y,  or  disturb  the  order  and 
plicy  of  the  communities  whereio  we  belong.  Though  this  be 
twnc  of  our  own  country,  and  we  are  still  to  reckon  ourselres 
](  as  pilKiima  and  sirangers  white  we  are  here  ;  yet  il  beeoines 
lot  jitr.-ingers  to  be  insolent  oi  tude  in  their  l>chavoiur,  where 
lh«y  Bo^ourn  ;  how  much  soevci  eie.iter  value  (hey  may  justly 
bsvfl  of  (heir  own  country.  We  should  pay  to  secular  greatness 
•  due  respect,  wilhotit  idolatry,  and  ncilher  despise  norodorelt; 

Ensidering,  at  once,  the  requisitencfisof  nuch  a  thing  in  the  pre- 
nl  state,  and  the  excelling  glory  of  the  other.  As  Ihougli  In 
udfliicp  and  good  manners  w«  would  abstain  from  pravolcing 
ronts  towards  an  American  sachim,  or  sogamote,  if  we  did 
travel  or  ronveme  in  their  coundy  ;  ret  we  I'ould  bate  no  great 
mention  for  ibein,  having  beheld  the  loyal  (xriap  and  grandeur 
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of  our  owu  prince  ;  espevinlly  h«  who  were  himtielf  a  couilitr, 
jind  fiivorite  lo  liis  much  awte  glurious  soveieigD,  whom  he 
fthofth'  to  attend  at  hotue  could  have  »o  Kreat  templalioQ  to  : 
tbromcvs  and  honois,  or  bemr  m  very  prolound  iolnnsic  homaj 
to  so  mciin  and  uiiuxprcsitire  an  imaeiG  of  regality. 

Il  can  siirvly  no  way  become  onu  who  si-o-kb  and  i-xpeels  ll: 
honor  nml  glory    which  is  i.-oiijiincl  with  iinniorlnlity,  (  Ftom, 
7.)  (o  be  I'liiid  of  the  airy  tiik'»  that  [>oor  inorlnls  aiu  wont 
pleaiie  Iheiiiiielves  with  ;  or  to  maltv  one  .-iinong  the  olMequK 
servile  company  of  tbcm  whose  butinew  it  is  lo  couil  a  vanii 
ing  shadow,  and  tem]>(  a  di|£ni6ed  trifle  into  ihe  belief  it  ia  a  dc 
ty;  to  sneak  and  cringe  for  a  smile  from  a  supercilious  brow,  h 
place  his  heaven  in  the  disdainrul  I'avors  of  him,  who,  il  may 
places  his  own  as  much  in  thy  homage,  so  that  i(  bcfnils  into 
supi^icanl's  power  lo  be  his  creator,  whosv  crcniiirc  he  affec 
lo  bc<     Whni  eye  would  not  soon  spy  out  the  gruSHiinui  of  lb 
absurdity  }  And  what  ingenuily  would  not  blush  lo  b«  icuilty  ofil 
Let  ihenthe  Joyful  enpectanls  of  a  blessed  immortality,  pan 
the  busy  Ihrotii:;  of  this  fdnciful  exchange  ;  and  behold  il  with 
little  concern,  as  a  pave  stalesui»n  would  the  Sports   and   ludil 
rous  actions  of  little  children;  and   nilh  as  little  inclination 
mind,  aa  he  would  have  lo  leave  his  bu^incMi  and  go  play  wit 
ibeo  ;  bcj((owin);    there,  only  the  transient  glaitce  of  a  carelc 
or  a  compassionulv  eye,  and   still  roservinjt  ihcir  intent  stea 
views  for  the  glorious  liope  set  before  them.     And  with  a 
(lorlionuhle  unconcernedne»M  should  ihey  look  on,  and  behold 
various  alternlions  of  poliiieal  iifTairs,  no  futlher  minding,  eit 
the  consliiuiion  or  administration  of  );oveinmeut,  th-in  as  the  il 
tercsl  of  the  universal  Kuler,  the  wenland  safely  of  the   princ 
or  country  are  concerned  in  them.     But  how  many  under  It 
specious  pretence  of  a  public  spirit,  make  it  their  whole  hui 
ness  to  inspect  and  pry  into  these  affairs,  even  with  a  most  m«a 
ly  private  and  inlire^led  one  ;   wnlchintc  over  the  public    heyoDcl' 
Ihv  Iwunds  of  their  own  railing  ;  and  w  iih  no  other  design,  than 
to  cateh  at  an  opportunity  of  Aerving  their  own  lunis !  He 
many  ihat  stand  perpetually  at  a  g.ixc,  in  a  8U9|>en»eful  expecli 
tion  how  things  will  go  ;  either  joying  or  hoping  to  behold  ai 
favorable  prognostics  to  the  party  whereto  they  hare  thought 
to  addict  themselves  !  glad  or  desirous  to  aee  il  engross  powi 
and  i^rasp  the  sum  of  things,  not  from  any    sense  of  duties  i 
wards  t>od'»   vict-gcrcnts  ;  nol   from   love  of  justice  or  Study  __ 
public  advantage,   but   thnt   the  happier  lot    may  befall  or  remain 
lo  Ihemselves.     These  men  arc  absorbed,  and  swallowed  up 
the  spirit  of  this  world,  conteroperod  only  to  this   Huhlunary 
gion,  concorporale  with  the  earth,  so  as  to  partake  in  all  its  pang 
and  patoxisms,  and  tremulous  molions.     By  the  heating  of  ll 
pulse  you  may  know  the  Mate  of  things  in  lhit»  lower  woHd, 
if  Uisjr  w«r«  of  Ihn  name  piece,  and  had  hut  on*  soul   with 
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,H  thoni  uMt  lime*  «ud  «  slate  of  thiagfi  an  varlh  Kuilatile  lo 
tirir  grniu*,  und  yuu  put  u  new  life  and  svul  into  (hem.  Re- 
joe  ihein  lo  m  ^^fl^>air  here,  unci  (so  little  coDimuiiioii  liavB 
b«y  with  the  uliairsof  ihnt  other  counti-y,)  liie  most  apecrous  ta- 
iling r(^i>i'i''>cntAlit>n  llial  can  be  made  lt>  lliem  uf  ilic  world  lo 
Duie  hindrni  not,  bill  iht-ir  heAits  languish  und  die,  and  iK-conie 
atoiies  within  Ihein. 

But  Ihal  lofty  soul  IIibi  hears  about  with  it  the  living  appre- 
ensioQS  of  its  being  made  for  an  everlasting  slate,  so  enrnesily 
ntends  it,  that  it  shall  ever  be  a  dcBcent  and  voiichsaferoenl  with 
if  it  allow  itself  to  take-  notice  what  busy  inorialB  Are  doing 
their  (aa  tbey  reckon  ihtni)  grand  negoeialions  here  below, 
knd  if  there  be  a  suKpicion  <>(  an  aptnoMii,  or  inclination  lo  in- 
trnrddle  in  them  to  their  prejudice  lo  wltoni  lh.-i(  piirt  btlongs, 
heartily  sny  to  it,  (as  the  philosopher  lo  ihe  jealous  lyranl,) 
i  of  ihiit  academy  are  ivot  at  leisure  to  mind  so  mean  things : 
re  have  somewhat  else  lo  do  than  to  talk  of  you.  He  Imth  slill 
lie  image  before  hia  eye,  of  this  world  Tanisliing  and  paaing 
;  of  the  other,  wilh  the  everlasting  alTaIrs  and  concern* 
i  of  it,  even  now  ready  lo  lake  place  and  611  up  all  the 
Bge  ;  and  can  reprcfcnt  to  himself  Ihe  vision  (not  from  a  mel- 
neholic  fancy  or  craxed  br.iin,  hut  a  rational  faith  and  a  »ober 
inMrucie<i  mind,)  of  the  world  dissolving,  ntonnrchiis  and 
inf^doms  breaking  up,  thrones  tumbling,  crowns  and  Kcplres 
ring  us  negleeled  things.  He  hsih  a  telescope  through  which 
can  )>ehold  iho  glorious  appesrances  of  the  Supreme  Jtidgo  ; 
be  solemn  slate  of  his  m.ijestie  person  ;  the  splendid  pomp  of 
is  magni6cent  and  vastly  numerous  retinue  :  tbe  obae(|ujous 
irong  of  glorious  colesliiil  creatures,  doing  homage  lo  ifacir 
Blernal  King ;  the  swift  flight  of  his  royal  guards,  sent  forth  into 
Ihe  four  winds  to  gather  the  elect,  and  covering  ihe  face  of  the 
heavens  wiUi  iheir  spreading  wings;  ihfi  universal  silent  atten- 
tion of  all  In  thill  loud  mounding  inini|H>t  that  shakes  the  pillars 
of  Ihe  world,  pierces  the  inuard  ravcrns  of  the  earlh,  and  ro- 
Mundn  from  every  part  of  the  encircling  heavens;  the  many 
nyriAds  of  joyful  expectants  arising,  changing,  putting  on  glory, 
t^ing  wing,  and  contending  upwards,  to  join  themselves  to  the 
Iriumphanl  heavenly  host:  the  judgment  set;  ihe  books  open- 
ed ;  Ihe  Ingbtful  amazed  looks  of  surprised  wretches  ;  Ihe  e<|ual 
admin  I'll  nil  ion  of  the  final  judgment;  ibo  adjudication  of  all  lo 
tbfir  elctuiil  stntc!i ;  tbe  heavens  rolled  up  as  a  scroll;  the 
carih  and  all  thing*  therein  consumed  und  burnl  up. 

And  now,  what  spirit  is  Ihertt  any  more  Iclt  in  him  towards 
the  trivial  alTairs  of  a  vanisliing  world  ?  how  iiHlifferenl  a  thing 
u  it  wilh  him  who  bears  himself  highest  in  a  slate  of  things 
whereof  he  foresees  the  certain  basiening  end  ^  Though  he  will 
not  neclecl  ihe  duly  of  his  own  place,  is  hcarlity  concerned  to 
bave  the  knowledge  and  fear  of  God  loore  generally  obiained  in 
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Uiu  ii|>(MiUt«  wot  Id  ;  aiid  is  I'cadjr  to  couthbule  bU  utmosCI 
lar  c-ndcAVvrs  for  lli«  pieseiTaiion  o)  romtnon  peace  and  or 
in  sultseiriencY  herelu.     Vet  ebiitrack'dl}'  from  th«sc  coosidfl 
alioiis,  and  such  as  have  bc«n  before  mentioned,  he  is  no  u« 
concerned  who  is  uppL'iiuosi,  titan  one  would,  pasainK  b_r  &  swar 
of  ilies,  whirl]    hath  thu  longest  win^,  or  which  <!xc«h  the 
in  Bprighllinc».>  i>r  bri»kiics.i  of  motion.     And  for  luaucir,  he  ci 
jn«erl  (bin  amorist  hi»  most  Hertotis  ihanksfpviti^,  thiit  whi 
tbt!  care  is  incumbent  on  others,  of  walthing  over  tlie  puhk 
peace  and  safelj',  he  roajr  Mt  still  and  conveise  wilh  God  and 
own  more  sedate  thoughts.     How  secure  is  be  in  this,  that  iui 
nite  wisdom  governs  the  worM  !  that  nil  things  shall  be  dispos 
the  best  way,  to  the  l>v»t  and  most  valuable  ends !  that  an  afflii 
ed  Male  shall  nv>er  bef:iU  unio  ^ood  men,  but  when  it  is  6tt( 
end  most  condui'iblu  it  iihould  do  so  !  that  ihu  prosperity  car 
appetite  covets,  i»  never  deoied  lbL-m,biit  when  it  would  pe  pe 
nicioua  !  How  calm  is  he  itk  (lie  midst  of  external  tioublut !  ho 
placid  and  serene  a  spirit  inhabits  his  peaceful  breast .'  VVIien 
things  are  aliaken  routul  about  him,  ho  is  not  shaken,     lie  b( 
all  sorts  of  troubles,  but  cieatcs  none  to  othei's,  t>or  is  dial 
by  any  himscU.     But  llicy  that  delight   to  sec  this  world  follii 
OC  fixed,  as  may  most  surve   their  private  ))Urpo:<e9,  ami  havt^j 
pet|>etuul  (|uikN'<.'l  with  it,  while  it  loulu  not  kindly  upon  iheii 
tiieir  life  is  bound  up  in  it,  and  (heir  pretences  to  another, . 
but  the  languid,  faint  notions  of  what  they  never  heartily  beliei 
norde&ire.     t'pon  the  whole  mutter ;  nothinfcis  nu>re  agrceabl 
to  this  great  expectation,  than  a  steady  resltnint  and  mtxli-ratia 
of  our  passions  towards  things  without  us ;  that  is,  all  the  aevg 
al  sorts  of  external  objects  and  afl'air^,  that  so  variously  invjf 
and  tempt  our  observation  and  regard  iu  this  our  present  slalj 

[i.]  1  next  add  :  a  further  congrutty,  if  we  pretend  to 
expectation,  is,  that  we  be  not  over^mueh  taken  up  in  mindil 
the  body.  For  this  looks  like  a  design  (or  that  ineonsislei 
wi»b)  to  hare  our  present  »late  pcrpe tuatcil ;  and  ih.tt  tf 
thoughts  are  remote  from  u<t  of  a  change  for  a  bettor.  A^  if  nc 
withstanding  all  that  the  divine  goodness  halli  promiMHl  concet 
ing  the  future  inheritance  of  the  free  and  heaven-born  seed,  tht 
did  still  lio  nearest  to  our  heaits,  0  that  Ishmael  might  live 
thy  sight !  And  that  the  belief  did  miserably  languish  with  u*, 
of  any  better  portion  than  what  our  eyes  do  ahendy  behold  ;  to- 
gether with  the  apprehension  of  a  spiritual  being  in  us,  to  be 
ripened  into  a  eomph;tc  and  actual  capacity  of  enjoying  what  is 
belter.  It  is  true,  ib.-il  all  lh«  exorbitant  workings  of  lho4c 
meaner  and  ignoblo  )*a.4sifliis  that  are  moved  by  oltjccts  and  ocea- 
stoiu  without  and  foreign  to  ua,  have  the  body  tor  their  brat  and 
hst,  their  spring  and  source,  their  centre  and  end.  But  Ihenee 
it  becomes  tlie  more  proper  and  requisite,  ihiil  we  draw  nearer 
(bis  their  seat  and  centre,  and  strike  at  the  root ;  and  in  killiuij 
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iftt  inonlin«te  loru  sod  eolicituile  (or  iho  Imiiy,  moitiry  (hem  all 
oncv.  We  am  indeed  so  far  lu  compl}'  will)  the  plensure  of 
''our  MakcFt  as  not  to  despiso  the  mean  nbodu  which  he  halh  a»- 
ngsed  us  for  awhile  in  the  body.  But  withiil,  (o  take  be«d  lest 
we  M  cross  atfd  rcsinl  it,  tta  to  mnkc  cnring  for  the  body  our 
wbole  businefts  ;  which  he  hnth  only  cn)oined  ha  in  subgervien- 
tj  to  «o  unspeakably  plater  and  more  important  buaincas-  f(a 
Jih  and  welfare  ought  upon  very  valuable  accounts  to  be  carc- 
ij  preserved  b>'  all  prudent  means:  but  to  indulge  ita  alothful 
sites,  and  coinplf  with  ils  licentious  wild  cravings,  is  far  be- 
Kath  us,  a  base  uninaiininjE  of  ourselves,  and  would  signify,  ag 
so  absurd  a  conceit  had  passed  with  tis  into  a  settled  judg- 
iient,  that  a  reasonable  immoftal  spirit  was  created  only  to  tend 
I  aerre  a  brute.  It  is  monstrous  to  behold,  with  how  common 
Doaenl  multitudes  that  professedly  agree  in  the  belief  of  the 
imortal  nature  of  their  aouls,  do  yet  agree  to  debase  and  en- 
lave  them  lo  the  meanest  servility  to  their  mortal  bodies  ;  so  as 
Ihetft  are  [iermittc<i  to  give  laws  to  them,  lo  prc^etibe  them 
■Us  of  living,  and  wtwt  their  daily  employment  shall  be.  For 
rve  the  desiii;nit  they  drive,  and  what  i.*  the  lendcncy  of  iheJr 
elions  and  alTaira  ( whence  the  judgment  i«  to  he  made  conrem- 
ag  tbcir  inward  thoughts, deliberations,  and  resolves,)  and  is  not 
lie  body  the  measure  and  mark  of  ihem  all?  What  import  or 
Scslion  is  there  in  this  eoutse,  of  a  design  for  futurity  ?  And 
fwhieh  increases  the  folly  of  it  lo  a  wonder)  they  can  make  a 
Ihift  lo  i;o  on  thus  from  year  to  year,  and  take  no  rolice  of  the 
li<tirdit^- !  They  agree  to  Jtislify  each  one  himself,  and  one  an- 
ther. The  commonness  of  the  course  takes  sway  nil  sense  of 
he  horrid  madness  of  it.  And  because  each  doth  as  the  rest 
I,  they  seem  to  imagine  they  all  do  welt,  and  tUnI  there  is 
l)ing  cxceptionulitf  in  the  ease ;  and  go  on  :  as  the  silly 
keep,  Non  ifita  runilum  r^i  setl  qva  itvr :  not  Ihe  tetty  thry 
»ght,  but  trfiitli  Ihey  »ft  others  go  befon-  them.  Sen. 
But  if  .■iiiy  place  could  be  found  for  calm  and  sober  thoughts, 
rhat  would  be  reckoned  a  greater  impertinency,  than  to  be  at 
<  great  pains  for  maintaining  a  bodily  life,  without  considering 
»bal  that  life  shall  serve  for  ?  to  employ  our  utmost  care  lo  live, 
but  to  live  for  we  know  not  what  ?  It  becomes  us  to  be  patient 
the  hody,  not  fond :  to  treat  and  use  our  bodies  as  things 
lionly  to  he  put  off  and  laid  nuide :  to  care  for  them,  not  for 
leir  own,  but  the  work's  sake  we  have  lo  do  in  them,  and  leave 
to  them  lo  indulge  and  pamper  tlic  Iwdy,  who  ei[|>ect  never  lo 
ive  ot)t  of  it ;  not  lo  eoneem  oiirsclve*,  that  ihe  circumstances 
our  bodily  stale  be  such  as  will  gratify  our  appetites,  but  an- 
ver  Ihe  ends  foi  which  i^ur  Maker  thought  fit  we  should  live 
iwhile  in  the  lw>dy:  rcrkoning  with  ourselves,  we  are  lodged  in 
liwe  mean  receptacles  (though  somewhat cnmmodioiis.  yel)  but 
'  a  little  while,  and  for  great  purposes,  and  more  minding  our 
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}oarney  atul  homi',  (ban  our  eolortainincnl  in  our  ion :  contenu 
ediy  bvariiig  ihv  wunl  of  boitilv   iiccomrnMlatianH  that  are 
Basil>'  lo  ha  cc>uipaM<><l,  and  ihr.  prcMUfv  of  iinuk voidable  bodi 
iDfirraiticii ;  not  mnoh  F*''!"');  ourvolvoa  hecatise  of  tbein; 
dfieplv  ic^rettiDf  it,  if  wanla  and  pninit  pinch  our  (if.sh ;  na) 
(hongh  wv  !<ei>  Itie  outwunl  man  pcrisliinj:,  »o  wc  can  but  6nd  I 
inward  renewing  day  by  day. 

[&.]  '['bat  we  set  ourselves  with  (be  whole  intention  of  od 
Muls,  to  mim)  the  concernments  of  the  future  stale,  the  invisible 
ihin^  of  the  other  world ;  and  direct  the  main  atream  of  our 
tbouffhta,  doairea,  hopea,  and  joya,  ihithcrn-ard.  For  tiow 
highly  juatifublf!  and  hccoming  is  it,  that  we  principnily  mind 
the  state  and  thin^A  wc  were  mndc  for  i^  We  should  Ihereforft 
make  lh<'»e  familiar  to  ountdvi^^,  and  unc  our  spinOt  In  ihotf^l 
more  noble  and  pleasant  themes  :  it^munlinf;  often,  how  unwQM^I 
thy  it  ia  of  (hem  to  grovel  in  the  duat,  or  choos«  (he  objects  of 
their  converse  by  such  mea&urea  only  aa  are  taken  from  sense. 
It  is  an  iniquity  which,  though  (iod  may  be  so  i^racious  to  ils  as 
to  forgive,  we  should  not  easily  forgive  to  ourselves,  that  we 
hare  so  often  chown  to  converse  with  empty  trifles,  while  so 
great  lhinf(«  have  invited  our  thoughts  in  vain.  Their  remotp- 
ness  front  sense  hath  little  of  excuse  in  it,  aod  unwoilhy  a  rea- 
sonable creature.  Mclhinks  they  should  he  ashamed  to  allege  it, 
who  consider  themselves  furniithed  with  an  intellectual  power, 
that  doth  in  many  other  instanci;»,  control  the  jtidgmnnt  of  sense, 
and  impeach  it  of  falsehood.  Would  we  not  blush  lo  profess  it 
for  a  principle,  that  there  is  Dolhing  real  that  exceeds  thesphera 
of  our  sense  t  We  would  reckon  i(  a  part  of  modesty  not  lo 
aseiibe  too  much  to  our  own  understandings,  or  presume  (oo  far 
upon  our  intellectual  ability,  against  the  judgment  of  sage  and 
knowing  persons.  How  is  it  then,  that  we  think  it  not  immo- 
dest, to  oppose  the  apprehentaons  of  our  dull  and  incapacious 
sens4>  to  the  contnion  iUith  and  rt-aM)n  of  .ill  f^ond  and  wise  turn, 
that  sie  or  have  been  in  the  world,  iin  ucll as  our  own ^  If  we 
have  not  »een  what  the  state  of  things  is  in  the  other  world,  are 
we  not  told.^  and  have  we  not  eiwugh  to  assure  us,  that,  it  is  He 
hath  (old  us,  whos«  nature  cannot  suffer  him  to  impose  upon  us, 
or  represent  thinfcs  otherwise  than  they  are  ?  Who  else  can  be 
the  author  of  so  common  a  persuasion  ^  If  any  man  had  been 
the  first  inventor  of  the  opinion, — that  there  is  another  slate  of 
things  to  succeed  to  this,  would  he  not  have  assumed  it  lo  him- 
self that  he  was  so:  would  he  not  have  owned  it,  and  glo- 
ried in  it .'  Or  would  not  some  or  other  of  his  proselyted  disei- 
piks  have  preserved  bis  name  and  memory,  and  Irnnamilted  them 
to  posterity  ?  Could  so  vsM  a  sect  be  without  a  head  or  master, 
known  and  celebrated  among  uen^ 

I^-ss  plausible  opinions  find  some  owners  ;  Why  is  it  not  said, 
who  was  ih«  first  broacher  of  this?      And  if  he  cen  findinoj 
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[olUfir  |Mf«Rl  (<yr  tl,  but  H<!  wUn  was  (he  Parent  of  our  betito, 
how  grnteful  sliouid  >iucU  u  tliMuvery  Ih>  to  us,  both  for  bJs  s*ko 
[•ml  iu  uwii  ?  Upon  his  account,  w»  »l)ould  rarely  thiuk  it 
I  worthy  (0  be  believed  ;  and  upon  its  own,  to  be  considered  and 
[•eritiusly  ihouglit  on,  with  greatest  delight  and  sense  of  plei- 
Lture. 

Many  things  ibat  wo  reckon  conitidcrDblc  upon  much  lower 
[accounts,  we  to  believe,  as  lo  let  (hem  cngngc  our  liearls,  and 
[influence  our  practice,  upon  much  lower  evidence.  How  en* 
sly  aro  men's  itpinis  taken  up  many  times  about  meaner  mat- 
rs,  whereof  ihcy  have  only  a  (much  more  uncertain  and  falli- 
fbla)  Import  from  onu  another  !  What  pretence  can  we  have,  lets 
[to  regard  the  testimony  of  him  that  made  u!<,  discovering  to  us 
[thin^  so  great,  so  important,  so  rational  in  themselves,  even 
Uboiigb  they  had  not  been  so  expre<»)y  revealed  ?  Let  us  tbere- 
tfore  drive  the  matter  to  a  clear  and  short  issue,  and  come  to  a 
[naoliilion  with  ourselves;  have  wc  reason  lo  believe  such  things, 
jOr  0^  If  wo  can  »o  far  impose  upon  ourselves,  aslo  (hink  wo 
teavi  not ;  oi  be  templed  into  sn  abject,  so  unreciuired,  and  sn 
Junwarrantable  a  self-denial,  so  base  an  esteem  of  our  own  be- 
liiigs,  as  lo  account  the  things  of  this  earth  and  piesent  world 
Ihave  enoogh  in  them  to  answer  any  ends  we  can  suppose  our- 
rMlves  made  for;  let  us  no  longer  mock  (be  woild,  by  pretend- 
ting  to  believe  what  wc  believe  not.  But  if  this  be  our  settled 
ludgmonl,  and  wc  will  avow  and  own  it,  that  wc  believe  ihcse 
llhtDgs;  let  ua  no  longer  cx[K>so  and  make  ourselvt'H  ndiculous, 
Eby  couoleracling  our  own  professed  belief  in  matters  of  such 
[Bioment,  pretending  to  believe  and  disregarding  them  at  the 
Lvame  time.  It  is  absurd  and  foolish,  to  believe  such  things  and 
[pol  mind  them  much,  or  twt  let  our  souls  and  our  practice  be 
leotnmaDded  and  governed  by  them  :  not  to  have  any  deBit«s,  and 
,  and  hopes,  and  joys,  innueoced  thereby  lo  the  uttermost. 
low  rational  tail,  here  to  be  deeply  solicitous,  that  by  the  un- 
fluitablencss  of  our  own  spirits  we  defi;at  not  our  own  cxpccta- 
ition«!  How  pleasant  and  delectable  (tl»t  danger  being  provi- 
[ded  again*!,)  (o  sit  down  and  compare  our  present  with  our  ex- 
Ipected  slate,  what  we  are,  with  what  we  hope  to  be  ere  long! 
[I'o  ttiink  of  esohnngiug  shortly,  infirmity,  pollution,  darkness, 
[deformity,  trouble,  complaint;  for  power,  purity,  light,  beauty, 
and  praise  !  How  pleasant,  if  our  spirilii  be  fitted  to  that 
l|ta(e!  The  endeavor  whereof  is  a  furdicr  congiuity  in  the  pre- 
[pent  caso,  namely, 

(4.j  Tlwt  we  make  it  our  principal  business  to  intend  our 
[ipjriu,  lo  adorn  and  cultivale  our  inward  man.     What  can  more 
Be  UB,  if  we  reckon  we  have  somewhat  about  us  made  for 
MDorlality,  than  lo  bestow  our  chief  care  upon  that  immortal 
Fpart?     Therefore,  to  neglect  our  spirits,  confessedly  capable  of 
pJl'fiiLjn  V9tAle,  to  let  ihcm  languish  under  wasUng  disteoperSi 
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or  tie  as  the  sluggard's  Acid,  overgrown  with  iboms  and  brij 
is  as  rile  a  slur  as  we  can  put  upon  ourselves  and  our  own  pr 
fession.     We  should  ihercfbre  make  this  the  mailer  of  our  ea 
est  studj.     What  would  he  (he  proper  improvrments  And 
ments  of  our  sptrils,  and  will  most  Mj  qualify  them  for  tl 
stale  we  are  going  into;  and  of  our  daily  oDSiirralion  how 
things  thrive  and  grow  in  us.     Especially,  wc  should  nol  be 
tisfied,  till  we  find   in  ourselves  a  relinedness  from  this  earth,^ 
thorough  purgation  from  all  undue  degi-ees  of  sensual  inclinal» 
and  affection,  the  consumplion  of  our  dross  by  a  sacred  fire  fr 
heaven,  a  spirit  of  judgment  and  of  burning,  an  aptitude   to  : 
ritual  exercises  and  enjoyments,  high  complacency  in  (iod,  fe 
vent  loTc,  a  worshiping  posture  of  soul,  formed  to  the  vener 
lion  of  the  eternal  wisdom,  goodness,  power,  holiness; 
found  humility  and  abnegation  of  ourselves,  a  praisclul  frame  i 
spirit,  much  used  (o  gralulalionn  and  thanksgivings,  a  large 
iiniverul  love,  imitating  «s  much  as  is  poanble  the  divinP,^ 
prnnenss  to  do  good  (o  all,  a  steady  composure  and  wrt^no  tei 
per  of   spirit,  the  repose  and   re^  of  a  contented  mind,  t» 
boisterous,  nor  apt  unto  disquiet,  or  to  create  storms  to  on 
selves  or  the  world,  every  way  suitable  to  the  blissful  regioo 
where  nothing  but  perfect  purity,  entire  dcvoledness  to  Gc 
love,  goodness,  benignity,  wcll-plcasvdncM,  order,  and  peac 
shall  have  place  forever. 

This  we  ought  to  be  constantly  intent  upon,  as  the  bmint 
of  our  lives,  our  daily  work,  to  get  our  spirits  so  attempered  ar 
fitted  to  heaven,  that  if  we  be  asked.  What  design  we  driv< 
What  are  we  doing  ?  we  may  be  able  lo  make  this  true  answ4 
We  are  dressing  ourselves  for  eternity.     And  since  notbingi 
required  hereto,  that  is  simply  impossiblv,  nothing  but  what;' 
agreeable  lo  our  natures,  and  would  be  a  perfection  to  thf 
how  worthy  and  commendable  an  ambition  were  it,  lo  be  alwaj 
aspiring  ^  not  to  rest  or  take  up  beneath  the  highest  pitch 
attainable  excellency  in  these  kinds  >  reckoning  evtty  degr 
thereof  as  due  to  our  natures,  and  that  they  have  not  whal ' 
longs  to  them,  while  any  thing  of  real  intrinsic  moral  goodnei 
is  yet  wanting;  and  not  only  due,  but   necessary,  and  what 
shall  have  need  of  in  reference  to  the  stale  we  are  abortly 
enter  apcn;  that  except  such  ihines  be  in  us,  and  abound, 
eannol  have  an  abundant  entrance  into  the  everlasting  kingdom 
And  should  we,  pretending  to  such  an  expectation,  omit   bu< 
endeavora  of  preparing  ourselves,  it  were  a  like  thing  ns  if 
unbred  peasant  should  go  about  to  thrust  himself,  with  an  ei 
pectalion  of  high  honors  and  preferments,  into  the  prince's  eour 
or  as  if  s  distracted  man  should  expect  lo  be  employed  in  tl 
ercatest  and  most  intricate  affnim  of  stnte;  or  an  uninslructi 
idiol  lake  upon  him  to  profess  and  tcaeh  philosophy. 

Therefore  let  us  consider :  Are  1K  conscious  of  no  unfit 
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iJiat  UeiiMtt  aliilu  .^  (»  dwell  in  the  presence  of  tbo  holr  (iod .' 
be  HMviftttH]  Hiili  tile  heaveoly  sMi-mhly  of  puru  JnteUectual 
BpirJlH?  tti  (MJiiMirl  and  join  with  tlicin  in  their  celcbrfllioDs  and 

riiiui|ij)iu)l  h>ii(:k  .'     (jiin  uc  espy  no  ndcIi  lliins  in  ourselvcit,  » 
eu'thly  initid,  nwrsion  lo  Gud,  nit  pride^  uisilntn,  wrath,  or 

)v>,  «diiiira(ion  of  oumelvcs,  aptness  to  seek  our  own  ibings 
Kith  {hfl  Dejj;J«<!i  of  ottiern,  or  tb«  like !    And  do  not  otir  hearU 

ion  tnisifivc,  and  lell  us  we  are  unread}',  not  vet  prepared  lo 
ipproach  the  divine  presence,  or  to  enlei  into  the  habitation  of 
'>M  l>olin«M  and  glory  'f  And  what  then  have  we  to  do,  but  set 
larwlvi-s  lo  our  preparatory  work ;  to  eel  our  watches,  make 
tut  observnliuos,  lake  strict  notice  of  all  the  deflexions  and  obli- 
jHitiesof  our  Hpirils,  eelllo  our  inetlioda,  and  hasten  atedresi? 

Jo  not  we  know  thin  is  ihu  time  and  stale  of  pieinration  i  And 
Nnea  we  know  it,  liow  would  tbc  folly  torture  us,  by  reflociioo, 

'  ha?iug;  betrayed  ourselves  to  a  surprisal!     None  are  ever 

toni  to  enter  upon  any  new  stale  without  some  fure^iiig  pre- 

antiou.     Kvcr  v  more  remarkable  turn  or  change  in  our  lives, 

k.CommoDly  (i/ at  all  foieknown)  intioduced  by  many  serious 
(or«tbought8.     If  a  man  be  to  change  his  dwelling,  employment, 

audition,  common  di&crelion  will  put  him  upon  tliioking  now  to 

onport  with  the  place,  bn^inCM,  converse,  and   way  of  liviDji; 

he  is  next  to  bctakr  biiaMlf  lo.     And  his  ihouglits  will  be  the 

Lmore  intense,  by  how  much  more  momentous  the  change.     If 

Jie  b«  to  leave  bis  oouniry,  wilti  no  probability  of  reluruitig;   if 

be  be  designed  lo  a  station,  the  circumstances  whereof  carry  any 

gibing  of  awCulness  in  tliem;  if  to   public  business,  if  on  court 

tteodancea,  with  what  solemoily  and  address  arc  such  things 
indenskfnt  iluw  loth  and  aahamed  would  one  be,  to  fi;o  into 
such  a  condition,  being  totally  unapt,  not  at  all  knowing  how  to 
'  shave  himself  in  it  I     But  what  so  (treat  cJiatige   as  this  can 

he  nature  of  man  admit,  that  a  aoul,  long  ^ml  op  in  flesh,  is 
iow  to  f^  forth  from  its  earthly  mansion,  and  return  no  more ; 
expecting  (o  be  received  into  the  ^rtous  presence  of  the  eternal 

[iog,  and  go  act  ita  pad  among  the  perfected  q>irit8  that  atlcad 
his  throne !  Mow  solicitous  endeavor  of  a  very  thoiough  prepa- 
ration doth  this  ease  call  fort  But  how  ill  doth  the  common 
couMM.'  of  men  agiee  to  ibis,  who  never  have  such  matters  in 

:ioir  thouftbis,  who  so.  much  negl»ct  not  their  vqry  hog»  as  they 
io  their  spirits ! 

(fi.j  That  we  hare  much  converHtioa  with  God.  He  is  the 
y  full  and  permanent  good ;  therefore  the  endeavor  of  be- 
sming  Tery  inward  with  him,  doth  best  agree  with  the  expect- 
jon  of  a  state  perfectly  good  and  happy.  To  expect  this,  aod 
converse  only  with  shadows  and  vanishing  things,  is  lo  expect 
be  hflppy  without  a  happiness  ;  or  that  our  happiness  should 
»tide  ua  as  a  casual  thing,  or  be  forced  upon  us  al  last  whether 
99  will  or  no.     But  since  our  happineia  in  God  is  on  his  ptil 
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nut  DecesMrr,  but  vouehaafed  and  graluitoui,  dependins  on  : 

food  pleasure  :  is  i(  oui  best  way  of  ingralfnling  ourselves  wS 
ibi,  lo  neglect  him  and   live  a9  mtlioul  liim  Jn  (he  woHd ; 
keep  ourselves  fitrnrigeis  to  him  all  our  davs,  with  a  purpoiw 
ly  of  Ryin^  to  him  at  last,  when  all  Ihings  olsf  that  war*  wc 
lo  plc««:  tis  ore  vanished  and  gone  ^     And  if  we  roitid   vupf 
hia  wisdom  and  Jnsttrc  to  admit  his  fotpvinc  «o  provoking  < 
tempt  or  him,  and  reeefving  an  exiled  fotil  forcH  oul  of 
euthlj-  abode,  that  lo  (he  Inai  moment  of  it  would   nev«>r  ~ 
afler  him,  or  have  lo  do  with   him;  yet  can  it  be  &up[>09ed,  II 
its  own  hnbilual  aversion   to  him  could  allow  it  lo  be  happy  1 
bim  ?     Espceially  being  increased  and  conlirmcd  by  its 
Eciousncsa  and  ncnse  of  guilt  ?     How  can   these  bul  make ' 
bnntsli  itself,  and  in  a  sullen  enmity  and  despair  perpetually 
!he  divine  presence  ?     What  ean  in  (his  case  he  more  natuC 
ti>  il,  ihan  to  give  up  itself  to  eternal  Kolilnry  wandering*, ; 
a  fugitive  from   find;  lo  affeM  (o  be  ever  enwrapl  in  its  ot 
darkness,  and  hidden  fioin  bis  si^ht.  and  be  an  everlasting  Ir 
luenlor  to  itself  r  Can  we  be  happy  in  bim  whom  wo  do  not  loi 
or  love  whom  nc  will  not  know,  or  be  aetguainlcd  with  f 

Wbal  sure  ground  of  hope  ran  we  tmaeine  to  ourselves,  tli 
our   recone  ill  alto  n  and   acquaintance   with    God   shall    ever 
brought  about,  if  [l  be  not  done  while  we  are  her«  in  the  bodj 
Wilt  we  be  so  vnin,  a.t  to  cherish  a  hope  that  not  only  nffronl 
the  visible  import  of  God's  revelation,  bul  the  very   reason  > 
Ihings.  *nd   (he  natural  tendency  of  our  own  spirits?     Nor 
deed  (if  we  would  consider  better )  can  we  possibly  hope  for  wl 
we  desire  not,  or  whereto  our  hearts  are  in  an  habitual  disafle 
tion,  otherwise  than  (in  ihc  present  ca»c}-negntively,  and  ll 
oUf  infidelity  nermila  us  not  to  fear  Ihe  contrary.     Vea,  and  it 
lively  hope  of  a  blessedness  in  God,  as  it  inclitd'es  desire,  woti 
certainly  infer  that  purity  (the  image  of  hia  own}  (hat  coul 
never  fail  to  incline  our  hearts  lo  him,  and  which  would  babilf 
Bt«  us  (o  a  course  of  walking  with  him  in  inward  communiol 
And  this  were  comely  and  agreeable  to  our  pretence*,  if  wbil 
we  profess  ourselves  made  for  another  state,  we  retire  nurseWt 
from  the  fading  things  thai  put  u  vanity  into  this,  and  sinftle  mi 
by  our  own  choice,  the  Binble  good  which  we  ex|ver(  ever  (o  el 
joy.     How  bcGtline  is  il,  lo  pass  by  all   (bings  with  negleci,  «■ 
betake  ourselves  hither  with  this  sense  ?     "  Lord,  I  have  viei 
ed  the  world  over,  in  which  thou  hast  set  roe  ;  I  have  iried  be 
(bis  and  ihat  thing  wilt  fit  my  spirit  and  the  design  of  my  er 
tion  ;  and  can  find  nolbing  in   which  lo  rest,  for  nothing  hen 
doth  itself  rest,  bul  such  things  as  please  for  awhile,  in  M>me  tlr 
CTce,  vanish  and  flee  as  shadows  from  before  me.     I.o,  I  come 
Ibee,  Ihe  eternal  Being,  the  Spring  of  life,  the  Centre  of  rej 
Ihe  Stay  of  Ihe  creation,  the  Fulness  of  all  things  I     I  join  nj 
a«Lr  to  Ibee,  with  IbM  1  «-i)l  lead  ny  Life  and  sftend  ny  da] 
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wilb  whom  1  ftim  lo  dwell  forever,  expecting  when  mjr  liltU 
-lim«  t*  ovrr  lo  be  lalcvn  up  en  long  into  thy  eteroily." 
li     And  liDce  wi^,  who  life  under  Iho  gospel,  have  heard  or  the 
Redeemer,  of  tint  iHgiiiiy  of  his  pt^rson,  of  his  hi|;h  office  snd 
Dwer,  of  his  mrrcirol  denign  aitd  great  AchiereincntA  Tor  (he 
toring  of  lap^d  nnd   Itysl  «>ul.i :  i(  i»  molt  flgreenble  lo  otir 
(apprehensioiu  o(  ihc  vanily  of  this  preMnt  Btate,  and  our  ex- 
acciutions  for  the  future,  that  we  eommit  ouraelven  lo  him  :  thai 
rilh  entire  (n»l  and  love,  deroledness  end  aubJeclioD,  we  gire 
ireelves  up  to  his  happr  conduct,  lo  be  led  hy  him  to  God,  and 
nttated  into  that  elnrnitl  hlci'Mdni'SH  which  we  look  for.     ilis 
Kingdom  is  not  «f  this  world ;  as  we  pn>ri'>8  nol  lo  he.     Wc  can- 
Miot  be  innocenlly   ipiorant,  thai  its  constilulion  nnd  frame,  its 
[laws  and  ordinances,  its  aspect  and  tendency  in  ilself,  at>d  the 
rbole  course  of  ita  sdminislraiion,  are  directed  to  thai  other 
lie.     "  He  hath  overcome  death,  and  him  that  had  Ihe  power 
if  il;  hnih  brought  life  und  immortality  lo  light,  is  the  firsl  he- 
Dtten  from  the  deni),  and  the  first  fruits  of  ihcm  that  »l(rpt ;" 
litlh  opened  heav<tn  to  us,  and  \»  hiroMlf  ascended  and  entered 
I  our  vielorious,  iriumphani   ('apiain  and  Forerunner.     He  U 
idorned  with  highest  power,  and  hath  set  up  a  unirenul  king- 
Ion  extended  (o  the  utmost  bounds  of  this  apostate  world,  and 
Ihe  raster  regions  of  innocent  and  constantly  loyal  spirits.     Hifl 
kfiroelainalions  are  issued  oul,  his  ensigns  di^lajcd  to  invite  and 
.  in  whosoever  arc  weary  of  the  sin  and  vanity  of  this  wretvh- 
worM,  of  their  alienation  fmm  the  life  of  God,  of  living  in 
htt  midst  of  death;  to  join  the[nsi>lve«  lo  him,  Ihe  Prince  and 
..ord  of  life,  and   be  led  by  him  lo  the  immortal  state.     If  the 
'|ire»en(  stale  of  things  appear  dismal  to  us;  if  we  reckon  it  a 
woful  spectacle  lo  behold  ain  and  death  reigning,  wickedness 
Iih)  mortality  acting  their  combined  parts,  to  waste  the  Morid 
'  lay  itdowlate;  if  we  would  deliver  ourselves  and  escape 
(he  eommoii  ruin,  are  .icriously  designing  for  heaven,  and 
U   world  in    which   death   hath  no  place,  nor  any  shadow  of 
lea(h ;  let  ua  bcCake  ourselves  to  him,  enroll  our  i>aoie»,  pal 
lurMlvca  under  his  banners  and  discipline,  s(tJcl)y  observing  (be 
IkWB  and  following  the  guidance  of  (hat  our  invisible  Loixl,  who 
will  be  Author  of  eternal  salvalion   to  them  that  obey  him,  and 
•ave  to  the  utmost  all  that  come  lo  God  through  him.     How  dear 
should  he  bu  to  us  !  How  chGerfully  should  we  trust  him,  how 
dotifully  serve   him,  how  faithfully  adhere  to  him,  both  for  his 
Hown  sake,  and  (hat  of  the  design  he  halh  in  hand  for  ua,  and  tlie 
Hnlemant  savour  of  heaven  and  immortality  which  breathes  in 
^MKXh  7  But  if  we  neglect  him,  and  disown  our  relation  to  him  ; 
or  if  we  let  days  arwl  years  go  over  our   heads,   wherein   we 
drow&ily  slumber;  roll  ourselves  in  (he  dust  of  the  earth  ;  and 
while  we  call  ourselves  christians,  forget  the  reason  and  impor- 
tuce  of  our  own  tiame,  and  think  not  ofotu  beiiig  under  his  edl 
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■ad  conduct  to  lh«  etenwl  kiogdom  xod  glor*  ;  this  i«  perver 
I7  to  reject  what  w«  tmj  (onlv)  wc  seek  ;  to  disclaim  and 
nounceour  pnittncM  to  immortalitj  ;  lo  bluland  dutiD  our  01 
^n»i  hopes. 

[6-]    It  in  p(mf;rTiAU)  lo  oiirex|>ec1itlinnor  w  ^rent  ihin^cH  a/u 
dAKth,  Ihni  w«  live  in  a  i^hcerCul  pleaMint  expecluiioii  ol'  ii.    F^ 
what  mu«l  necessirilj'   intervene,  though    not   grateful  in  ■( 
should  he  reckoned  so,  for  the  uke  of  that  which  is.     Thta  on 
CM)  upon   the  best  terms  reconcile  us  to  the  grave  ;  that 
greatest  hopes  lin  beyond  it ;  and  arc  not  haKorded  by  it,  but . 
complishcd.     Although,  indewl,  nothing  wcru   tu  hie  expec 
bercaltcr  ;  yet  so  little  siiitnhle  (^iiii'Ttainnient  doth  this  world 
ford  to  a  leasonahlc  spirit,  dial  (he  mere  weariness  ul  hehdldiDf 
secnc  of  Tanily  and   folly,  might  well  make  a  recess  ai:rcpt.il: 
For  is  it  so  grateful  n  tiling  to  observe  the  confused  sorauihle 
hurry  of  the  world  ^  how  alinoet  every  one  makes  it  his  busii 
to  catch  from  nnolher  what  is  worth  nothing^    with  what  tc 
and  art,  and  violcuce  men  pursue,  what  when  they  embrace  ti 
find  a  shadow  }  to  sec  dMudcd  niortnJs,  each  one  intent  upon 
own  particular  design,  ami  most  commonl)'  interfering  with 
other's:  some   imposcil  uimn  by  others' over-reaching:  wit, 
all  by  their  own  folly :  M»ue  lamenting  their  Iosmls,  olfaers  ihf 
short  and    unsatisfying  acquisitions:    many  pleasing  themsolf 
with  being  mocked,  and  contentedly  huguing  the  empty  clc 
till  death  comes  and  ends  the  story,  and  ceases  the  busy  agit 
lion;  that    is,   with  so  many   particular   persons,   nol    with    ll 
world  ;  a  new  accession  still  spriiifpng  up.  that  continue  the 
terlmlo,  and  */iU  (icfofcr  Iht  sanu  part9,  tid  tinlivm  usque ! 

What  »«riou!i  person,  who  th^t  is  not  in  lovu  with  iiDjMrtint 
ey  and  foolery,  would  much  regret  it,  to  close  hit  eyos,  lo  ba| 
the  eurtnins   drawn,   and   bid  good-night    lo  the  world  wiiho 
ever  wishing  to  see  the  morning  of  such  another  day.'  .\im1  evi 
they  that  h-ivc  the  world  most  in  their  power,  and  can  conwiMfl 
what  they  plc.isc  fur   the   gratifying   of  their  appetites,   wilho 
the  contr.idiclion  and  control  of  othurs,  what  can  tlicy  eojn 
norc  tn  morrow  than  they  did  yesterday  ;  or  the  next  yoar  ihi 
this }  l»  it  fo  much  worth  the  while  to  livOt  lo  m«  »  few  mo| 
persons  bow  the  knee?    to  extend  power  a  little  further? 
make  another  es&ar,  what  pleasute  mnse  can  taste  in  tome  1 
ether  hitherto  unexperimented  rarity  ?  What  more  peculiar 
to  this  or  that  thing  will  adbrd  ;  and  try  the  other  dish  ?  or 
renew  the    tnmo  relishes  over  again'  He  whose  creative  fast 
could  m»ko  him  golden  mountains  in  a  droam,   create  hid 
prince  of  nations,  give  hini  to  enjoy  the  most  delicious  ploasur 
of  the  world  in  idea,  might,  with  some  plausible  shew  of  raai 
be  deemed  the  hitppicr  man,  than  he  that  bath  and  is  all  this 
deed  :    for  his  toil  is  loss,  4nd  his  virtortes  unbloody,  his  pit 
■ures  nol  so  impure.     However^  one  would  tltinki  Ihsi  toi 
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who9e  utmost  ttitunments  end  only  in  ibe  pleomte  of  iliAir  Moae, 
and  bsvfl  but  (hia  epiphoneniR,  "Ncm-  let  Qt  «t  tlown,  eat  ilrink 
and  be  merty.*'  A  little  liin«  might  suffice  for  buMitess  of  no 
more  vrcijcht;  and  tlial  i>o  man,  after  he  hath  once  seen  the 
courw  of  thft  world  and  (aslod  of  ils  b«sl  delicacies,  should 
greatly  wIMi  for  a  renewal  or  long-continued  rcpelilion  of  so  ful- 
Mine  ranilies. 

But  the  most  find  not  th«  world  so  kind,  and  are  not  ao  much 
exercised  in  the  innoraling  of  pleasures  sa  miteiica,  (ehanees 
being  their  only  remedies,  as  the  moralist  speaks;  or  in  bearing 
(more  sadlj)   the  aame  every  day's  hiirden;  iind  drawing  out 
the  Mfies  of  their  ealnmilies  in  the  same  kind  through  titc  whole 
course  of  their   time.     And   surely,  these    things  considered, 
there  wants  not   what  might  persuade  a  sceptic,  or  even  a  per- 
feci  inftdel,  as  to  another  world,  not  so  much  to  l>e  in  love  with 
this.    For  upon  the  whole,  lot  bitt  the  ease  be  thus  put ;  is  it 
Dot  a»  good  to  do  nothing,  na  to  be  busy  to  no  purpose  .'  And 
agfttn,  IS  it  not  as  ^ood  to  lie  nothing,  as  to  be,  and  do  noihinic  ? 
Sober  reason  would  judge,  at  least,  (here  were  but  little  odds. 
Bui  now  ;  if  >uch  considerations  as  have  been  menltoneil,  nould 
itfficc   to  state  the  matter  In  trquUibrio,  to  make  the   aeales 
bven  ;  ought  (he   rational  sober  belief  of  a  bleased  immortality 
<  do  DOthing  to  turn  the  balance  .'  Ought  the  love  of  God  to  do 
[itolhlng  f  The  desire  and  hope  of  a  stute  perfectly  good  and  bap- 
j>y,  quiet  and  peaceful  :  of  living  in  the  region  of  undeliled,  in- 
iIiDcenl  love  and  ploasufc;  in  th«  communion  of  holy  and  bless- 
[ed  spirils,  (all  highly  plcaaed,  nut  in  their  own  only,  but  one  an- 
I other's  happiness ;    and  all  concentering  in  [the  admiraltori  and 
[praise  of  their  erfromon  I'arent  and  Lord  ;)  ought  all  this  nothing 
|to  alter  the  case  with  us;  or  signify  nothing  to  the  inclining  our 
ainda  to  the  so  unspeakably  better  part  ?  MelhinkA  since  we  ac- 
inowledge  such  an  order  of   intelligent   (and  already  happy) 
matures,  we  should  even  blush  to  think  they  tthoutd  be  specta- 
[lora   of   our  daily  course  and  (too  plainly  discovered)  inclina- 
tions -,  so  disform  and  unagreeable  to  all  the  laws  and  dictates  of 
Iteasonsble  nature  f  What  censures,  may  we  (hink,  do  they  pass 
ipon  our  follies^  Are  those  things  great  in  their  eyes,  that  are 
in   ours.^    In  lesser  matters  (a»  some  interpret  that  posuge) 
Indeeeneies  are  to  be   avoided,   beenuse  of  those   bieWed  iptr- 
[its.     I.  Cor.    II.  10.   May   we  not  then  be  adhamed,  that  they 
ihould  disceni  our  terrene  dispositions  ;  and  see  us  come  so  un- 
rilUnsly  into  their  consort  and  happy  state  ?  Although  our  pre- 
sent depressing  eircumslances  will  not  suffer  us  to  be  in  all 
things,  as  yet,  comformnble  to  their  high  condition,  we  should 
Wwover  carry  it  as  candidates  Iherrlo,  studying  to  approve  our- 
rlrn,  waiting  and  longing  to  be  transumed  nnd  lakm  up  into  il. 
.And  i'lneii  wf.  hare  so  high  and  ^real  an  cxp^Tlatinn,  and  it  is 
iDderetood  wd  kpowDi  tliat  tbe  rery  perfeotioo  aitd  end  of  our 
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l>eing»  is  no  otberwise  altsinable,  Ibaii  hy  pulling  off  our  Mrdid 
Aesh,  aod  lading  aside  thi^  earlhlj  Bpp(irt«nonc« ;  that  j'i-t  the.  ~ 
abould  be  so  fixed  and  prevailing  an  avemon  to  it,  is  a  nioct  ni 
BceounUble  tbiog,  and  one  of  lh«  f^rmteat  problem*  in  nat 
I  My,  prcvailinf; :  for  admit,  whnl  i«  like  lo  be  alleged,  (hat 
addiclcdnoM  (o  the  body  i«  by  nalural  inclination  :  ought  not  I 
laws  of  a  »u[>erior  to  prevail  ovor  those  of  the  inferior  natun 
And  is  not  the  love  of  God  a  higher  natural  law  than  that  of 
body;  to  whom  here  our  service  is  lillle,  yes  our  disservr 
ntieh;  and  from  whose  most  desirable  commerce  we  suffer 
UMCCouotable  a  disclusion  bj  the  sad  circtlmMiutce^  of  our  b 
Ij  ilato  ?  Are  we  more  nearly  allied  to  a  piece  of  clay,  than 
the  Father  of  our  spirits  ?  And  again,  i«  not  every  thing  ne  _ 
to  itself;  und  oblijted  to  place  love  there,  rather  than  on  any  in> 
lerior  thing  (at  least)  liow  neatly  soever  united  ;  since  the: 
can  be  no  pretence  of  any  such  neaier  union,  than  of  a  tht 
with  itself r  And  are  not  our  souls  and  our  bodies  {though  a 
ted,  yet }  distinct  things  ?  Why  then  should  not  our  souls,  I 
are  capable  of  understanding  their  own  interest,  mind  that  6 
intond  rooit  their  own  perfection  and  inpruvemenl,  and  be 
their  cimrily  at  home  ^  It  is  not  strange,  that  wbsi  is  wcaEi 
and  more  ignoble,  should  affect  union  wiih  what  is  above  it,  a: 
a  spring  of  lifo  to  it:  but  when  it  is  found  hurdenM>me,  nolfai: 
forbids,  but  that  the  superior  b«ing  may  be  well  content,  u 
fair  and  allowable  terms,  to  be  rid  of  the  burden.  Therefoi 
though  flesh  and  blood  may  reluelate  and  shrink  at  it,  when 
tUok  of  laying  it  down  ;  yet  it  becomes  immortal  spirits,  to 
stder  Ihi^ir  own  aff^air»,  and  be  (more  principally)  intent  n 
what  will  be  their  own  advantage.  If  so  mean  a  crcsturc  as 
sorry  flea,  finding  it  cm  draw  a  suitable  aliment  from  oui  bodies, 
affect  lo  dwell  there,  and  is  lolh  to  leave  us  ;  it  were  a  ludieroi 
pity  to  h«  therefore  content  to  endure  its  troublesome  velld 
tions,  because  we  fear  the  poor  animal  should  be  put  to  its  sh 
and  not  be  able  othcrMise  to  find  a  subsistence. 

It  is  true,  that  the  great  Creator  and  Lord  of  ibo  tinive 
hnth  not  t>ermitted  us  the  liberty  of  so  throwing  off  our  bodi 
when  we  will,  which  olherwis«  are  in  dignity  far  more  hencu 
our  spirits  than  so  despicable  a  creature  is  beneath  them.  A 
to  His  disposal  that  tialh  ordered  Ibis  eonJunclioD  for  ft  time 
(whether  we  look  upon  it  aa  an  effect  of  his  simple  pleasure,  or 
of  his  diKpteasure)  we  must  yield  an  awful  and  a  patient  sub 
mission,  till  ibis  pnrt  of  liis  providence  towards  us  have  run 
course  and  alUincd  iIh  ends.  And  ihun,  how  welcome  sbo 
lbs  hour  of  our  di.vhnrge  ami  freedom  be,  from  so  troublcsoine 
an  associate !  Which  uiM>n  no  other  account,  than  that  of  duty 
towards  the  Author  of^  our  beings,  one  would  more  endure ; 
than  to  have  the  most  T>oisome  offensive  vermin  always  prcyio 
upon  bis  flesh.     At  least,  (ihougli  the  couside ration  of  our  ov 
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advftDUge  had  do  pluc  with  us  iii  tbia  maUvi', )    ihu   tamt  »uOM 

[of  Auiy  towanla  our  gri'nt  Creator,  which  »1h>u)<I  nukv  u*  pa- 

tieol  oir  >Q  abode  in  the  body  while  he  will  have  it  lo,  should 

[alM  forni  our  •plrita  Id  a  willing  de|»«rture  when  it  shall  be  hia 

iMura  to  release  us  thence-     But,  thiil  neither  a  regsrd  to  his 

tpUuure,  nor  our  own  blessedness,  sliould  prevail  against  our 

[lore  to  the   body,  is  the   unaccounttible  thing  I  apeak  oi.     And 

[lo  plead  only,  in  ihe  ciiac,  (ho  corniption  of  our  natures  Ihnl 

aels  us  It  odds  with  God  and  ourevlvcs,  is  to  justify  the  thing  by 

I  what  is  itself  mo»t  unjustifiable  ;  or  ralber(assoioe  that  bavu  af- 

[feetcd  lo  be  stjled  philosophers  have  been  wont  to  expedite  dif- 

[  Acuities,  by  resolving  the  matter  into  (ho  usual  course  of  nature ) 

I  lo  resolro  the  thing  into  iiself,  and  say,  it  is  so,  because  it  is  so. 

or  is  wont  to  be  ;  and  indeed,  pUinly  li>  confcM  there  is  no  to 

eount  to  be  )civcn  of  it.     This  boiog  the  very  ihin^  about  whirh 

tve  expoMulale,  that  reasonnble  nature  should  so  prevaricate. 

[Tbe  GOtDffionness  wbeieof  dolfa  not  take  away  the  wonder,  but 

[  lalher  render  it  more  dreadful  and  astonishing. 

The  truth  is,  the  incon^uity  in  the  present  case  is  only  to  he 

I  tolved  by  rcdrcM ;  by  earncot  sliivinf;!!  with  God,  and  our  own 

•oiils,  till  we  land  ourselves  nrcovered  into  a  ri^bt  mind ;  into 

tho  constitution    and   roini>osuic    whereof  a  generous  fortitude 

bath  a  necessary  ingredieticy  :  tliat  usually  upon  lower  motives 

I  refuses  no  change  of  climate,  and  will  carry  a  man  into  unknown 

countiies,  and  through  greatest  hazards  in  Ihe  pursuit  of  honor- 

[able  enterprizGs,  ol    a  much   inferior  kind.     It  is  icckoned  a 

brave  and  manly  thing,  to  be  in  the  temper  of  one's  mind  a  citi* 

sen  of  the  world,  ( meaning  it  of  (his  lower  one : )  but  why  not 

[rather  of  the  universe?     And  it  is  accounted  mean  and  base, 

[that  one  should  be  so  confined  by  his  fear  or  slotb  to  that  spot  of 

Igramd  where  he  was  born,  as  not  upon  jusl  inducemeol  to  look 

[•broad,  and  go  for  warrantable  and  worthy  purpooes  (yea,  if  it 

[wera  only  honcat  self-advantage)  as  far  as  the  utmost  ends  of 

[Ihe  earth  :  but  date  we  nol  venture  a  little  farther  }     These  are 

'  too  narrow  bounds  for  a  truly  great  spirit.      Any  thin;;  that  is 

tinctured  with  earth,  or  savors  of  moriHlily,   we  should  reckon 

too  mean  for  us;  and  not  regret  it,  that  heaven  and  immortality 

I  are  not  lo  bv  attained  but  by  dying ;  so  should  the  love  of  our 

[own  aouls,  and  the  desire  of  a  perpetual  state  of  life,  triumph 

Lever  tbe  fear  of  death.     But  it  may  he  alleged  by  some,  tliat  it 

lis  only  a  solicitous  love  to  iheir  souls,  that  makes  them  dread 

[Ifais  ebange.     They  know  it  will  not  faie  with  all  alike  here- 

Isftcr,  and  know  not  what  their  own  lot  shall  be.     And  is  this 

Indeed   our  casc.^     Then,  what   hare  wo  been  doing  all  this 

I  while -^     And  how  are  we  concerned  to  lose  no  more   lirae^ 

'But  too  often  a  terrene  spirit  lurks  under  this  pretence;  and 

I  men  allege  their  want  of  assurance  of  beaven,  when  the  love  of 
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litis  enrlfa,  whieli  ihey  cannot  endtirc  to  think  of  tcftviog,  bol^ 
tlieir  hearts. 

And,  (a  little  to  discuss  this  matter, )  whal  would  we  b«ve  i 
assure  us  f     I)o  we  expect  a  vision  or  a  voiee.^    Or  are  we 
to  try  otiraclres;  and  search  for  suchchBraelerain  ourownaoH 
ta  mar  diMinj^uish  nnd  nolo  us  out  foi  heaven  ?     Among  tl 
what  can  lie  more  clear  nnd  i-erlnin  than  this,  thni  we  hove 
heat ts  mucli  set  ii|>on  it?     They  that  have  iheir  converaatic 
in  heaven,  may  from  thence  expect  tlie  Saviour,  who  shall  ct 
licir  vile  bodies  ( the   bodies  of  their  humiliation,  or  low  abjl 

lie,)  and  make  Ihem  like  his  own  glorioiu  Iwdjr.     Phil.  3. 
h.     Uo<l,who  will  render  to  crcrr  miin  accordint;  to  bis  wc 
will  gire  them  that  by  patient  coolinuaiice  in  wellKloing  Ml 
honor  and  glory  and  immortality,  eternal  life.     Horn.  3.  6. 
They  that  act  their  affections  (or  minds)  on  the  lhin);s  aboi 
not  ihoftc  on  the  earth,   when  Christ  shall  appear,  who   is  ibi 
life,  shall  appear  with  him  in  glory.     Col.  i.  2.  3.  4.     Mists' 
not  Ihe  notion  of  heaven,  or  the  blessedness  of  the  other  worl 
render  it  not  to  yourselves  a  composition  of  sensual  enjoyntent 
understand  it   (principally)  to  consist  in  perfect  bolineM 
oonmunion  n-ilh  God,  (as  his  own  word   represents  it,  and . 
rcuon  hatU  tnught  oven  ^omc  papns  lo  reckon  of  it;)  and  ya 
cannot  j>id{E'!  of  your  own  right  by  a  surer  and  plainer  rule,  ihi 
the  eternal  Messedncss  shaU  be  tbeiis,  whose  hearts  are  trii~ 
bent  and  directed  towards  it.     Admit  we  then  this  principlf 
and  now  let  us  reason  with  ourselves  from  it :  we  have  a  dit 
very  made  to  us  of  a  future  stale  of  bleswdoesa  in  God,  not 
desirable  only  in  itself,  but  as  altainahlo  and  possible  to  be  ei 
)oyed,  ( the  Redeemer  having  opcnc<l  the  way  to  it  by  his  b)c 
and  given  us,  at  onc«,  both  the  prospect  and  Ihe  offer  of  it,) 
that  it  is  before  us  as  the  object  of  a  reasonable  desire.     Ac 
eillier  our  hearts  are  so  taken  with  this  discovery,  that  we  aboi 
all  things  desire  this  Mate,  or  not.     If  Ihey  be,  we  desire  it 
than  our  earthly  stations  and  eojoynenia,  arc  willing  <o  leave 
worid  and  the  body  to  enjoy  it ;  nnd  so  did   fnlsely  accuse  oui 
■alves  of  a  prevailing  aversion  lo  this  change.     If  they  he  nc 
the  thing  is  true,  that  we  are  upon  no  terms  willing  to  die :  be 
the  cause  is  ta\a»iy  or  partially  assigned.     It  is  not  so  much 
cause  we  are  unassured  of  heaven,  but  (as  was  above  suspeeteiij 
because  we  love  this  worid  better,  ud  our  hearts  ctntrs  in  it  i 
our  most  desirable  good. 

Thereforft  we  sec  how  unreasonable  tbi*  it  often  siid,  we  ai 
nnwiliing  to  change  stales,  because  we  are  unassured.  Tl 
truth  is,  they  aie  unassured,  because  they  are  unwilling;  nr 
what  then  ensues^  They  ore  unnilling  beesuse  they  are  ni 
willing.  And  so  they  may  endlcsely  dispute  theiOMlvet  ron 
ftom  unwillingness  lo  unwillingness.  But  is  there  no  way 
gel  out  of  this  unhappy  circle  .*     In  ordar  lo  it,  let  Ihe  case 
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more  fully  understood :  either  this  double  unwillingnesa  must  be 
refened  to  the  same  thins,  or  to  divers :  if  to  the  same  thing,  it 
is  not  sense ;  they  baj  what  signifies  nothing ;  for  being  to  u- 
sipi  K  caDse  of  their  unwilliogoeas  to  quit  the  bodj,  to  ssy,  be- 
cause the/  sre  unwilling,  (namely,  of  that,)  is  to  assign  no 
cause,  for  nothing  can  be  the  cause  of  itself:  but  if  they  refer 
lo  divers  things,  and  say,  they  are  unwilling  to  go  out  of  the 
body,  because  they  are  unwilling  to  foraake  earth  for  heaven  ; 
the  ease  is  then  plain,  but  sad,  and  not  alterable,  but  with  the 
alteration  of  the  temper  of  their  spirits.  Wherefore  let  us  aH 
apply  ourselves  (since  with  none  tliis  is  so  fully  done,  that  no 
more  il  needful]  to  the  serious  endeavor  of  getting  our  souls 
purged  from  the  dross  of  this  world,  and  enamored  of  the  purity 
and  blessedness  of  heaven,  so  the  cause  and  effect  will  vanini 
together ;  we  shall  find  that  suitableness  and  inclination  in  our 
sptrits  to  that  blessedness  as  may  yield  us  the  ground  of  a  eon- 
fortahle  persuasion  that  it  belongs  to  us  ;  and  then,  not  be  un- 
willing, thou^  many  deaths  stood  in  our  way,  to  break  Ihrou^ 
to  attain  it. 
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DR.  WILLIAM  BATES. 


The  author  ot  ihc  Disfounea  on  the  Four  last  thinga,  whieH 
occupy  the  reinaindor  of  iliis  vciliimc,  was  Dn-  William  Bates. 
Of  hb  general  claima  to  the  rcmcmhrance  both  of  ticholirs  and 
of  chruliaiu  we  hare  abundant  evidence,  not  only  in  bis  worlu, , 
but  in  the  very  high  estimation,  in  which  ho  was  held  by  ihA  [ 
beat  men  of  all  parties  amone  his  conieniporarits.  Probablj'  nO 
one  of  the  non-confomiist  divines  of  his  iif;c  was  so  gtneroll'jf 
popular,  or  fti^taincd  so  hi^h  a  reputaiion  an  a  writer,  especially 
in  regard  to  hi*  sl^lo  and  manner  ;  and  yet  the  biographical  no- 
ticei  preserved  respecting  liim  are  peculiarly  seaiity.  The  fol- 
lowing sketch  coinprises  all  the  important  facts,  which  I  have 
been  able  to  discover. 

Dr.  Bates  was  bom  Nov.  1625,  of  respectable  parents,  his 
Cather  being  a  physician  and  an  author  of  some  eminence.  We 
have  no  farther  account  of  him,  except  that  he  received  a  suits* 
ble  school  education,  till  hisentrance  at  the  university.  He  was 
sent  to  Cambridge  and  attmilted  lirsi,  though  the  year  is  not  men- 
Uoood,  of  Emanuel  College,  from  which  he  removed  to  Kings  in 
1644.  He  commenced  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1647  at  iheageom, 
and  applying  himn^ir  to  the  study  of  divinily,  soon  became  a  distin> 
guished  and  popular  preacher.  From  tlitslime  he  seems  to  have 
^ojoyed  ifae  favor  of  all  parlios,  as  a  mun  nf  great  teaming,  tal- 
ents and  piety,  till  after  the  restoration  of  Charles  II.  At  some 
{>erli>d  during  (his  interval  he  hecaiuc  fixed  as  a  pn-arher  in  the 
iBelrnpolis,  being  made  vicar,  and  receiving  the  valuable  living,  of 
St.  Uunstan's  in  the  West  Ho  continued  to  discharge  the  du- 
liea  of  bis  station  till  1662,  when  the  celebrated  act  of  unifomuly 
occasioned  his  removal.  Relieving  lh«l  he  could  not  consialenl- 
ly  with  his  duly  conform  to  the  requirements  of  this  act,  he 
«arrcndnrcd  his  living  and  preached  a  farewell   sermon  to  his 
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people,  Aug.  I7lh  of  that  year.  Of  his  residence  or  enplo 
incnlsimmedtMclj  after  this  ovcnl  no  dcGniie  account  is  [iivi> 
We  find  him  in  1666  taking  the  oath  required  of  n«o-conrorini: 
hy  Ihc  ftt^t-miU  act,  and  it  seems  not  to  have  heen  mnj  jftm, 
after  he  left  his  charge  a(  St.  DunMan's  (ill  he  became  s«ltl 
orer  a  dissenting  c^ngre^lion  at  llacLucy  near  London,  nhe 
he  Rpent  the  rcm.-iindcr  of  his  life. 

Apart  from  hi.i  more  ordinnry  employment  and  inllucnce  as 
minijiler  of  the  gospel,  Dr.  Bates  acted  a  conspicuous  and  iinpo 
Innlpart  in  relation  to  the  more  general  and  public  interests 
leligion.     He  was  among  those  ministers,  vtao  took  an  acti 
part  in  the  restoration  of  CharlcJ  II.  ind  was  so  distinguished 
the  view  of  that  monarch   ah  to  tw   made  soon  after  one  of  h 
chaplains  in  nnlinary.     By  rojal  mandate,  issued  in  Novem 
of  the  same  year,  he  was  admitted  to  the  degree  of  Uoctor 
Divinity  at  Cambridge  university.     Subsequently  the  Deane 
of  Coventry  and  Litcnfield  was  olTcrcd  to  him,  but  refused  fi 
conscientious  »cniples ;   and  so  high  did  his  character  stand 
thb  lime,  that  it  is  said  he  might  have  had  any  Bishopries  In  t 
kingdom,  would  his  niinciples  have  permitted  an  entire  confori 
ily  to  the  established  church. 

In  the  various  efforts  that  were  mado  to  elTeet  a  recoocibati 
of  parties,  and  comprehend  the  dia«entcrs  within  the  estaUisI 
meot,  Dr.  Bates  vtut  much  cooHilted,  and  took  a  very  ac4i 
part.     Ue  was  one  of  iho  eommissioners  at    the  Savoy  eonf 
ence  in  1660  ;  aitd  when  three  of  the  commissioners  on  each 
were  selected  to  discuss  certain  points  in  dispute  more  parlic 
larly,  he  was  chosen  on  the  pan  of  the   Presbyterians,  to^ethi 
witb  Mr.  Baxter  and  Dr.  Jacomh.     During  thu  whole  of  llita 
bate  he  is  said  to  hnvc  conducted  himself  with  great  wisdom 
moderation,  and  to  have  spoken  so  "  very  solidly,  jtMJieioiul 
and  pertinently,"  as  to  pnoeure  great  respect  from  his  brethre 
When  again,  in  1667 — 8,  a  treaty  was  proposed,  by  some  of  l' 
more  noderate  in  the  establishment,  for  acomptehen»iooof « 
of  tho   Dissenters  as  could  be  brought  into  (he  church,  and 
tsleralion  of  the  rest,  Dr.  Bales  was  one  of  those  appointed 
the  dissenters  to  draw  up  a  scheme  of  the  alterations  which  the 
desired.     In  ibc  same  year  we  find  him  cunceiiied  with  D 
Manton  and  Jaeomb  in  presenting  an  sddre«s  to  the  king,  wi 
a  view  to  obtain  relief  for  the  non •conformists,  but  without  ao;^ 
ultimate   success.     He  was  again  engaged  in   167'!  or  5  in  Utt 
promotion  of  peace ;   and  by   their  request,  in   company  wi. 
some  of  his  associates,  had  an  interview  with  Tillot8i>n  and  Sti 
lingdeet  for  this  purpose.     In  these  men  he  foond  a  congenial 
spirit,  and  terms  were  agreed  upon ;  but  other  Ulhopa  opposinj 
the  movement  was  unsuccessful. 

In  the  mean  time  the  lUrnnglh  of  his  ptincjplea  was  tried, 
paly   by   the  loss  or  abandonment  of   his  higher  hopes  in  the 
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cbwcb,  lw(  b;  bia  exposure  to  tlww  twvere  pct8«eutioos,  which 
oMuionally  pr«vail«()  agaiiiflt  the  diBflvnler^.  He  ncvms  nol, 
like  B4r-  Bailer,  however,  to  have  been  ever  impritioned,  or 
otherwise  deprived  of  his  personil  libeity,  though  he  feirlessJ/ 
eicposed  hironelf  lo  (he  dtspleisuro  o(  the  persecutors. 

The  mecessioii  of  William  and  Mary  placed  the  dissenters  jil 
more  favorable  circumslancei;  and  the  part  which  Dr.  Bates  was 
railed  to  act  on  this  ami  sub54r({uenl  orcaAion^,  ahows  Ihe  place 
which  he  Klill  held  among  them,  TIte  dissenting  minMers  In 
London  and  the  noi;:hb(irljo»d  being  assembled  for  Hie  purposa 
of  cotigraiulatiuE  their  tnajeslici  on  their  accession  to  the  crown, 
Dr.  Bates  was  chosen  as  speaker,  and  addressed  each  of  Ihem  in 
a  manner  suited  to  (he  occasion.  On  (he  death  of  (he  queen 
ntso  be  preached  a  funA'al  acrmon,  which  is  precervcd  among  his 
works,  and  prcscnled  to  the  bereaved  mfinarch  an  address  of 
condolence  on  b^^alf  of  his  diMenling  brethren.  He  iteems  to 
have  been,  on  all  important  occasions,  the  most  approved  organ 
of  (he  dissenters  in  their  intercoui-se  with  (be  court  aiKl  the  es- 
tablished church ;  and  was  on  terms  of  intimacy  and  frrendflhip 
with  Or.  Tillolson,  which  continued  lo  the  death  of  that  distin- 
guished prelate.  Amon^  the  di»tcntcrs,  ho  was  cloaely  and 
eooSdentblljr  associated  with  Baxter,  Manton,  Jaconub,  Howe 
and  other  leading  nifn,  (ill  one  by  one  the!<e  eminent  divines, 
who  had  formed  so  bright  a  constellalion  duttng  Ihe  laKer  half  of 
the  17th  century,  were  removed  to  a  better  world. 

Dr.  Bates  seems  (o  have  experienced  little  of  (he  usual  inftr- 
isi(i«s  of  ago  jn  regard  to  his  intellectual  powers,  oven  lo  (he  close 
of  his  life.  His  memory,  »y9  Howe,  was  admirable,  and  never 
failed,  that  any  one  could  »bM>rvc,  not  impaired  by  his  great 
age  of  74.  He  slill  look  his  itirn  al  one  of  those  public  l.ee- 
(ures,  which  Ihe  leading  ministers  of  the  day  kept  up  by  preach- 
ing in  rotation,  and  was  himself  lo  have  preached  the  Tuesday 
lecture  a(  Sahcr's  Hall  in  London,  oo  the  day,  when  Howe  was 
■ocxpeetedly  ealled  there  to  preach  his  funeral  sermon.  H« 
died  at  Hackney  the  death  of  the  righteous,  oo  the  14(h  of  Jti< 
ly,  1699,  in  the  "ilh  year  of  his  age. 

Of  the  person  and  chancier  of  Dr.  Dales  we  have  S  valuable 
description,  in  Ihe  funeral  sermon  above  mentioned,  by  Howe, 
who  enjoyed,  as  ho  tells  us,  "  the  opportunity  and  great  plea- 
sure of  his  acquaintance  alwve  forly  years."  He  speaks  here 
of  his  "graceful  mien  and  (he  comelineKs  of  his  person,"  filling 
bin  "  to  stand  befote  kings,"  as  he  had  often  occasion  to  do. 
*'  His  aspect  anil  dejmrlmeni,"  he  adds,  "  was  not  austere,  bul 
bolb  decently  grove  nod  amiable,  such  as  micht  command  at 
once  both  rcrercncc  and  love,  ami  was  herein  not  a  lying,  but 
a  true  picture  of  his  mtnd."  "  His  natural  enrloimimenla  and 
ofrili/uu  appeared  to  every  o)>server  great,  much  beyond  (he 
common  rate.  His  apprfhtnmtMt—-t\'uie)(  and  clear ;  his  rnuonin^ 
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facaUtf — Mutc,  {HXHBpt,  bikI  ftxpert ;   hb  judgmtnt — pen 
iog   and    Aolid,  viable  aimI  firm;  fais  toU — never  vaia    or 
but  moot  r«ceUous  and  pleauni,  by  tlie  inJnisiry  of  a  fancy  hot 
very  vi)jorou5  and  lively. 

"  His  learnt))^,  aod  acquired  knowledge  of  things,  usual^ 
reckoned  lo  lie  wilbin  Ihal  coinpaBS^  was  a  vast  treasure. 
bad  lived  a  long,  Mudious  life,  an  eorneiit  gathervr,  and,  as 
phrase  is,  devoui«r  of  books,"  yet,  "lie  knew  how  to  chooa 
and  was  curious  in  his  choice." 

His  convtraation  is  represented  by  Howe,  as  uncommonly  ii 
Wresting  and  useful,  seasoned,  as  occn»ion  served,  with  lacetJol 
pleasantry,  enriched  by  his  ample  and  varied  stores  of  kfioi 
led^,  but "  iolcrwoven  with  religion  fiom  the  settled   tenfi 
and  babil  of  his  soul.     Into  what  transports  of  admiration 
the  love  of  God  have  I  seen  him  break  forth  !     With  what  hxf, 
flights  of  thought  and  alTcclion  was  he  wont  to  epcak  of  the  be 
vciiily  state !  even  like  a  niun  much  more  of  kin  to  that  oth< 
world  than  to  ihi.-*." 

"  An<l  for  hi»  tninislerial  qualifications  and  labors"  he 
ceeda,  "  do  I  need  to  say  any  thing  to  themselves,  who  had  II 
benefit  thereof  ?  Cither  of  them,  who  have  so  many  years  liv« 
under  his  most  fruitful,  enlif^hteninz,  quickening,  edifying  rail 
islry  }  wheili<!r  week  by  week  oa  liis  beloved,  peculiarly  pril 
leged  chartte  :>t  Hackney,  that  mournful,  desolate  people,  w| 
have  been  fed  with  the  heavenly,  bidden  manna,  nod  with  tl 
fruits  of  the  tree  of  liic,  that  grows  in  the  midst  of  the  Pamdfl 
of  God,  so  prepared  and  presented  lo  them,  iu>d  made  pleaiai 
lo  their  taste,  as  few  besides  have  ever  had.  Or  do  1  need 
toform  stich  inhabitants  of  London,  as  in  a  doubled  three  monll 
Ijr  course  have  for  many  years,  in  throng-uscmbly,  been  wont  I 
hug  upon  bis  li|»-^" 

As  a  writer,  lie  seems  to  have  been  much  admired  by 
eonlfiiupor^rics;  and  Howe  applies  lo  htm  the  remark  made 
Bishop  Wilkins  of  Mr.  Baxter,  "  that  ht.  cuilictilal  n«ry 
jtct  he  katuiUd,  anil  Kad  lu  Uvtd  tn  an  a^e  vf  Ihf  Falien  < 
vxnild  havt  bttn  one.'**     He  was  particularly  celebrated  for  tl 
elegance  of  hiii  style,  which  was  considered  **  even  inimitablj 
pohte  and  fine."     In  this  respect  be  probably  approaches  nearei 
than   almost  any  other  distinguished  writer  of  the  age,  to 
more  modern  si.mdards  of  ta»le  in  writing. 

Hil  theoretical  and  practical  views  of  divine  Inith  and  of  [ 
Moal  piety  will  be  found  lo  coincide  io  all  important  points  wit 
iboAe  of  Uaxler,  Howe,  and  th«  other  divines,  with  whom 
was  asMciated.     He  was  less  bold  in  speculation,  apparently,  i 
either  Baxter  or  Howe ;  and  in  unfolding  the  principles  of 
tical  piety   be  derives  less  aid  than   they  do  from  the  gene 
principles  of  philosophy.     He  is  consequently  leas  profound 
his  views  of  religion,  considered  subjectively  ;  and  wa«  not  led. 
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M  Kowe  WJA,  more  espci^Jully  by  Kh  r<>iiilneM  for  Plnlunisin,  ta 
JffV«lop«  its  psychological  letatious,  ajid  luin  the  altviitiun  ofhii 
readers  immediately  to  ibeir  own  inward  b«i»g. 

*' His  judgment  in  ecclesiastical  matters,  says  Howe,  wu  loi 
be  known  bjr  his  practice,  and  it  was  such,  that  lie  needed  not 
caro  who  knew  il.  tic  was  for  enhre  union  of  all  fivMt:  cAns» 
litmt,  (or  »aittta  at  MievfTS,  which  in  scripture  are  equivaleRt 
tcrroi*, )— lue.nning  by  ('hristianiltf  what  is  cfscntinl  thnolo, 
whether  doi^lrinal  or  practical,  as  by  ftumanily  we  mean  what  U 
M»entijl  to  man,  Kveriog  accidents  as  not  hein);  of  the  essence, 
uhI  by  fi/ribiUtt/  the  proinWc  appearance,  thereof, — and  for  free 
eomnunion  of  all  such  of  whatever  persuasion  in  ertra-vseen- 
UaI  natter*,  if  they  pleiuitil.  And  Ihisdcnign  he  vigorously  pur- 
•uwl,  as  long  as  there  was  any  hope,  ilc^i^ting  when  it  appeared 
hopeless,  and  resolving  to  wait  till  God  should  give  a  spirit  suit* 
able  Iheicto;  from  an  apprehension,  that  when  principles  on  all 
hands  were  so  easily  accommodnble,  and  yet  there  wss  will)  too 
many  a  remaining  insuperable  rcluctancy  to  (Ac  fArn,;;  HkI/, 
God  must  work  the  cure,  and  not  men.  Accounting  also  in  the 
mean  time,  that  nolwitlislanding  mtstepresenlations,  it  w*»  bet- 
ter to  caat  a  mantle  over  the  filings  of  brethren,  than  be  con- 
cerned to  detect  and  expose  them.  Knowing  that  if  we  be  prin< 
cipallr  solicitous  for  the  name  of  God^  ho  will  in  his  own  way 
and  time  Uke  caro  o/  ours.  And  in  this  sentiment  he  was  not 
alone." 

The  work*  piihlitihcil  by  Dr.  Bates  during  his  life,  were  the  fol- 
lowing. 1 .  Uiscoursea  on  the  existence  of  God,  the  immortaliljr 
of  the  soul,  and  the  divinity  of  the  Chrislian  leligion.  2.  The 
Harmony  of  the  Divine  sttribtites.  3.  The  great  duty  of  resig- 
nation. 4.  The  danger  of  prosperity.  5.  Sermons  on  the  for- 
giveness of  »ins.  6.  The  sure  trial  of  uprightness.  7.  The 
Pout  last  things.  8,  Of  spiritual  perfection,  9.  Kleven  ser- 
mons on  several  occasions.  10.  A  sermon  on  the  death  of 
t^ueen  Mary.  tl.  Funeral  sermons  on  Dr.  Manton,  Dr.  Ja- 
comb,  Mr.  Baxter,  Mr.  Clarkeon  and  Mr.  Benjakia  Ashhurst. 
12.  Discourses  on  divine  medilalion-     13.  On  the  fear  of  God. 

These  were  collected  and  repuhlislied  soon  after  his  death  in 
00*  rolume  folio,  and  afterwards  a  posthumous  work  on  (he  Cr- 
eriasttng  Rest  of  the  Saints,  in  an  octavo  volume.  A  second 
fdilion  was  published  in  17^3,  including  the  whole  of  these, 
and  bis  funeral  i^ermon  by  Mr.  Howe,  in  one  volume  folio.  An 
octavo  edition  was  publieJted  at  London,  in  1815.  Besides  tfaeso 
ho  was  concerned  as  editor  In  collecting  and  publishing  the  livcJ 
of  eminent  persons  written  by  various  authors  in  Latin,  and  en- 
titled, "  Vitte  Selectorum  aliquot  Virorum,  qui  doclrina,  digni-' 
late,  Bul  pietate  inclaruere."     London,  1661.  4to. 

The  diacovraeM  on  Ihr.  Four  Utat  fAin^s  have  been  selected  for  J 
ihia  work,  as  being  on   the  whole  best  adapted  to  the  ohjiTt 
vol..  I.  41 


Stt  WOOBAPBT  or  im.  william  batu. 

iriiieh  I  hire  in  view.  Thej  ezfaibit  a  bold  sod  inprasriv*  view 
of  the  teodenciefl  and  the  ultimate  ends  of  our  beings,  and  1 
trust  may  be  foand  instrumental  in  promoting  that  rational  eon- 
templation  of  divine  truth,  and  that  deep  seriousnua,  which  dis- 
tingnidied  the  efarisUana  of  that  age — which  are  so  much  needed 
in  oar  own — and  which  in  erery  age  are  the  appropriate  ehaiae- 
tcristiet  of  rmtiooal  beings  and  especially  of  christians. 

THE  EDITOR. 
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FOUR  LAST  THINGS: 


KuctLr: 


DEATH,  JUDOMEITT,  HEAVEI<r  AND  HELL, 


PRACTICALLY  CONSIDEBED  AMD  APPLISDi 


IN  SEVERAL  DIBCOURSE8. 


THE  EPISTLK  DEDICATORY. 


TO   Till:    HIGHT    HONORAKLC 

KACUKI.  L,AU1'  KUMSEL. 


Of  all  aBatrs,  for  (he  comiMssing  whereof  invn  arc  no  diligCRl 
and  aolicUouA,  then;  in  nonv  ut'  that  absolute  neceKHtty,  and  nkh 
iinpOTtaiice,  as  the  (>repiiialioii  fur  Death  and  JudgtuenI,  and  the 
immediate  coosequeoce  of  them,  Jieaifcn  aiid  Hell,  to  abtaio  the 
one,  and  GSCB]>e  Ibe  other.  'I'his  requires  the  whole  man  in  bis 
beat  vizor,  ami  should  be  the  worit  of  the  day  ;  but  'tig  utiualljr' 
deUved  till  the  ra«Un<-holj'  cvcQiog  of  age,  or  the  twilight  of 
death.  The  IrJAeE  of  Ihia  world  divert  them  from  that  mabi 
buaineas,  to  which  all  other  things  hhould  he  subordinate.  Il 
equally  deserves  wonder  and  compassioo,  that  death  which  is 
Ko  con&lanllr  in  men's  view,  shoula  be  so  seldom  the  matter  of 
their  application,  when  all  arc  of  (he  aarue  glass,  made  of  the 
same  frail  natuial  principlea  ;  and  no  aigumvut  is  more  ftequent- 
Ijr  and  paithc(tc.tlljr  urged  upon  them. 

*Tis  not  strange  that  deep  (ruths,  which  by  (he  strength  and 
exercise  of  the  mind  are  drawn  like  gold  out  of  the  mines,  have 
no  efficacy  upon  those  that  arc  not  capable  of  understanding 
them;  But  (he  doctrines  of  Death  and  Judgment,  Hraven  Aoa 
Hell,  arc  plain  truths,  by  iMlural,  moral,  and  divine  evidence 
known  to  nil ;  yet  no  niofe  alTect  men,  than  a  paradox  of  incre- 
dible novelty.  If  (he  doctrine  of  eternal  Judgment  were  but 
a  probable  opinion,  controverted  with  equal  arguments,  yet  'tis 
a  mailer  of  such  rnst  cottcernment,  that  reason  requires  all  out 
poMible  diligence  In  avoid  an  eternal  evil,  that  may  bt:  the  Iom 
of  rek'Stial  glory,  and  the  torments  of  Hell  '■  But  since  '(is  an 
infallible  (ruth,  as  certain  as  the  word  of  God,  'lis  a  miracle  lu 
astooith  Heaven  and  earth,  (hat  men  live  as  carelessly  as  if  they 
lid  never  die,  and  die  as  securely  a.4  if  the,i   ^ould  not  lire 

tihe  next  state,  (o  receive  (he  just  nunishmen(  of  their  sins. 
They  are  fearless  whilst  death  is  far  on  in  their  thoiightn;  and 
when  age  has  snowed  upon  their  beads,  ihat  no  marltn  of  dcc^iy- 
ing  nature  shoukl  appear,  make  Ihcii  own  winter  (o  flourish  with 
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itoother'B  spnDg ;  Dut  'lis  in  rain,  for  Dciib  kiwws  them  ander 
(heir  disguise,  nitd  will  not  *Uy  I>ejrond  the  appointed  limi 
And  it)  (hut  dcc(-MV«  hour,  iiifid«liljr  or  prewmption  harden*  nit 
10  pasa  u»  miif.i]y  ami  l>uMly,  in  appeaiaace,  into  another  worb 
as  unfeigned  faith,  and  :>  regular  tivelj-  hope  in  (ht:  promise!) ' 
ihe  gospel.  But  as  deceitful  pbraic  atopi  the  fit  for  (ne  preBei 
that  will  return  more  violently  iitid  fatalljr  aflerwarda ;  so . 
coitnlcrfeit  short  pcac<;  (lannniiis  Ihcni  to  everlasting  sorrows. 

The  iJvtign  of  the  following  DtncouHsi:  is  to  awaken  nc 
that  ihev  mar  Ih^  wise  and  conuder  their  latter  end  ;  lo 
an  interest  in  our  licdecmei ,  who  has  disarmed  death  of  its  stin^ 
•nd  midc  that  enemy  our  friend ;  and  to  practice  dying  ever 
day,   by   withdrawing  their   hearts   from  tht   vanities    of 
transient   world,  that  have  such  a  pemioious   influence  to  el 
cite  the  carnal   apiKtites,  and   sltipify   the  conscience,   wliic' 
are  tlie  ttue  causes  of  their  siu  and  mi^ry.      And  what  el 
b«  more  powerful  to  render  them  temperate  and  sober  in  tli 
use  of  present  things,  vigilant  and  serious  in  ihcir  preparations  fa 
their  great  and  linal  change,  than  tho  rcinembrnncc  that  dealh 
ioimematoiy  attended  viimjudgmtni,  mml  judgm*nt  with 
edness  or  laisciy  forever^   i  know  this  argument  i» naturally dl 
ptenoing,  but  the  usefulness  should  recommend  it  to  our  moat 
temn  and  composted  thoiighla,  before  all  the  vain  entertainment 
of  the  faiKy  and  sensual  aftections.     As  herbs  of  medicinal  virtue 
that  are  not  pleasing  lo  the  sight  or  smell,  yet  are  valued  by  (t 
skilful  as  treasures  ol'  health ;  and  preferred  before  the  6iiresi  floi 
era  that  are  perfumed  and  painted  by  nature,  m  .m  to  czcsl  tli 
richest  lusture  uf  Solomon's  glory. 

The  body  is  in  a  continual  consumption,  and  no  art  can  long  pr 
seive  it :  but  whilst  the  oulward  titan  is  iirecorerably  declinir 
and  wasting,  if  the  tnuHi/'c/ tritm  be  ascending  and  renewing 
perfection,  the  advantage  is  incompTimMe.     U  how  cofofo 
is  it  to  a  holy  believer  in  the  piitling  hour  lu  eommit  his  iqtir 
into  the  hanits  of  his  hcnvcniy  father  '.  (for  thus  be  is  nuihorixc 
and  eiicwiraged  by  our  SaviuurN  example)  and  ioi/doMrn /jIic.  ' 
to  i-eat  in  hopt:  for  Christ  is  the  guai-dian  of  the  grave,  ham  U 
keys  of  death,  and  will  levtve  the  bodies  of  his  aaiota  incorrupt 
ible  and  immoital,  the  copies  of  his  own  glorious  body. 

The  immediate  recompenses  of  eternal  judgment,  Huaven  ar 
Hell,  are  worthy  of  our  most  attentive  attd  applicative  thought 
that   we  obtain  Ibc  one,  and  escape  Ihe  other.     IleaTen  is  tli 
true  hupuinesH  of  the  reasonable  creature,  aiMJ  is  the  6rst  n 
last  in  tue  order  of  things  desirable  ;  the  first  for  its  atlrulii 
exeellence,  the  Usl  in  its  consummate  fiuition.     This  may 
certainly  and  peipetnally  enjoyed  by  all  who  sincerely  and  dili 
gently  seek  il.     If  in  ihc  very  dilTorenl  states  of  life  here,  f 
jvere  suy   uncapahte  of  eternal  life,  or  ibiit  have  another  abji 
their  last  end,  there  might  be  some  reason  why  Ihey  shouh 
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be  coldly  affectH  towtids  celestial  happiness,  arul  to  jUBtify  their 
>ole  pretensions  to  lhi>  lt.in^  of  time,  wherein  llioir  inlvrcXs 
are  confined:  But  the  ofTvr  of  hvavcn  rrgard*  nil  (hat  upon 
God's  lema  will  accept  it.  The  most  Mnsible  ioeriualily  ihnt 
riches,  dignity,  or  any  temporal  accident  makes  l>etween  men 
here,  is  so  true  a  nothing  in  comparison  of  eternal  glory,  that  it 
toakea  no  difference  of  one  from  another  aa  to  the  obtaining  il. 
For  this  reason  it  most  nearly  concerns  every  person,  lirst  to 
attk  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  the  righteousness  thereof,  as 
the  only  way  (o  ascend  lo  il. 

The  aerious  consideration  of  everlanting  hell  prepaied  for  un- 
reformed  sinners,  i^  most  nt^ccssary  and  useful,  iho'  carnal  men 
«ie  extremely  averse  from  thinking  on  that  terrible  object.  For 
this  ij  the  first  motive  that  turns  men  from  sin  to  holiness.  The 
joys  of  heaven  being  D))irittial  am)  divine,  have  no  attractive  in- 
fluenoe  upon  the  carnal  utTecliens,  would  never  convert  and  re- 
form any  ;  but  the  torment  of  fire  being  motit  evident  and  vehe- 
ment to  sense,  is  stronglv  represented  hy  the  imagination,  and 
moves  the  aflcclions,  ilow  many  by  solemn  and  bchcving 
thoughts  of  the  unijucnchablc  fire,  have  felt  the  miracle  upon  (he 
ihrc«  children  in  tlie  furnace  renewed  in  themselves,  their  strong 
rords  and  obstinate  habila  of  sin  burnt  asunder,  and  their  pow- 
ers restored  to  the  freedom  of  duty,  (he  blessed  lil>er(y  of  obe- 
dienee  r  In  this  respect  the  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning 
iif  wisdom,  that  directs  us  in  the  way  to  blessedness. 

Madam,  I  shall  not  attempt  the  celebrating  your  ladyship's 
virtues,  that  render  you  a  bright  ornament  of  yonr  sex,  and 
more  truly  honorable  than  your  noble  descent  and  alliuiee: 
But  direct  my  best  desires  to  Gad,  that  your  family  may  be  a 
singular  and  eminent  example  of  the  divine  favor;  that  the 
fiduiE  ^osa  of  this  world  may  not  deceive  you,  but  ytmr  A«ar/ 
may  M  tAove,  wherr  your  treasure  is ;  that  you  may  live  to  God, 
and  your  soul,  for  heaven  and  eternity. 
I  am,  Madam, 

Your  Honor's  very  htimblc 

And  faithful  Mrvant, 

Wn.MAM  BATES, 
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And  dtiatr  them,  who  through  /ear  of  dtath  were  all  Uieir  l^e- 
time  $ubfect  to  bondage. 


CHAPTER  I. 

Tka  cotMrcratw  of  llie  wit  orcned ;  wtwRin  tlw  pnok  «f  Um  Eternal  Deiiy 
of  ChriM  tn  durlr  (UMj^d  fmni  h-rtpiu».  An  kccouiu  giv«a  of  tb« 
naaora  of  hii  inunuuion.  In  nhit  rtnprrn  iIir  D«vil  w  wid  to  iMva  lb* 
po»«r  of  death.  Tbo  it«aih  of  ChriM  frMa  hia  people  (Wm  the  lovincM- 
lag  A«r  of  de«th'  An  accouni  c-r  dratli's  eniraiic*  into  tbe  worfd,  ia  ■ 
iliraelUd  Kfpoct. 

la  ihc  first  clwpter  of  (Jiib  epistle,  (he  proofii  of  (be  eternal 
Deity  of  Christ  are  produced  with  that  evidence  of  scriplurc- 
lif;bt,  that  only  a  veiled  hcnrt,  ohKlinatt-  infideliij  can  resiiit. 
The  medium  which  the  inspired  peiinuni  makcfi  use  of,  is,  the 
eompariog  him  with  the  angels,  the  mo«t  noble  Rower  of  the 
creation,  ami  ohcwing  that  be  is  infiaitety  digoifiAd  above  them. 
Thi«  be  docs  by  a  strong  coooexioa  of  arpimenta:  First,  bj- 
his  title  ihnl  is  divinely  high  and  peculiar  to  himself-  He  is  de- 
dared  by  the  testimony  of  the  eternal  Father  to  6«  kta  Son^ 
ver.  4,  6.  in  the  most  proper  and  sublinvc  sense:  begotten  <tf ' 
him,  and  therefore  having  the  same  eiacntial  perfeetions  of  th* 
Godhead  in  Ibcir  uneretUed  glory.  But  the  anf^els  are  not  di^> 
nified  with  this  name  in  any  plaees  of  seripture,  where  the  ex- 
cellency of  the  angels  is  in  the  fullest  terms  expressed.  And 
that  this  name  is  taken  from  his  nature,  is  clearly  proved : 
because  adoration  is  due  to  him  upon  this  account,  even  from  the 
UigelB  of  the  highest  order.  When  he  bringeth  in  the  first  be> 
gotten  into  ihv  world,  he  sailh,  and  let  all  the  aiigels  of  God 
worship  him,  ver.  6. 

Divine  worship  is  a  prerogative  inieparmbly  annexed  (o  ihs 
Deity,  both   upon  the  accouol  of  the  supreme  exceUeocies  oif| 
tbe  nature  of  God  and  his  relation  to  angelii  and  men  as  creator 
sod  preserver,  the  fountain  of  their  being  and  hapfiinvits.     TbiSy 
vou  I.  4S 
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wil)iou(  the  inMt  open  defiance  o(  Ki«  aulhoriljr,  cannot  be  givf 
lo  n  more  creature  ;  nnd  hy  the  commnml  »f  God  bimsclf  U  i 
he  performed  as  a  rettpcct  dueio  the  6lial  Godliead,  Dcul.  6.  Il 
and  10. 20.     The  at);ument  proceeds  from  the  uarae  lo  the  offici 
Of  the  angels  he  sailh,  VVho  rosketh  liis  angi^ls  spiiits.  and 
mioislers  r  dame  of  firC)  vor.  7.     T\ivy  arc  lh<^  prime  instr 
mcnls  of  his  providence,  moxt  xealous  and  active  to  Hccomplii 
bis  picafiurv.     But  the  .Son  is  God,  not  by  analofiy  and  dcpul 
lion,  as  princes  are,  nor  with  a  limitalion  and  diminution,  as  M( 
ses  wail  made  a  God  lo  Pharaoh,  but  absolutely  and  really 
subiiisting  in  the  divine  nature  :  ajtd  coneetjuentiy  he  is  (he  i 
preme  king,  and  to  him  ihc  ensigns  of  majesty  divinely  royal 
ascribed:  But  unto  (he  Son  he  Kiiith,  Thy  throne,  0  God,  is  fd 
ever  and  over ;  a  tccptrc  of  tighlcoiuncM  is  the  sceptre  of  (l 
kingdom,  ver.  8.     Whereas  the?  Micptrcs  of  earthly  kings  are 
ten  unrighteously   managed,   and   their   thrones  ruinoualy   fa| 
There  is  a  further  eonltrmalion  from  his  works,  that  are  divine); 
great  and  glorious,  vrhercin  no  creature  has  any  share  of  EC 
ciency.     The  making  of  the  world  is  ascribed  to  him  ;  Tbc 
Lord,  in  the  beginning  han  laid  the  foundation  of  ihe  earth,  al 
the  heavens  ai-e  tlio  works  of  thy  hundn,  vcr.  10. 

The  divine  attributes,  the  peculiar  character  of  the  Deity, 
lonfElohim:  otomity  and  immutability.     The  ntosi  solid  par 
of  tne  visible  creation  shall  perish  and  be  changed  :  But  tlmu 
niaii>cst,  and  art  the  same.     His  life  is  an  entire,  unifonn, 
ehangeaMe  perfection.     His  glory  and  felicity  arc  in  Ihe  i 
inrarinMe  tenor  for  ever  po».«eMed  by  him.     Lastly,  the  Son 
in  that  quality  at  Ihe  right  hand  of  Ihc  Father,  ver.  1:1.  in  tl 
society  of  empire,  iia  equal  (o  him  in  power  and  honor,  co« 
Minding  til   in  the  visible  and  invisible  world,  moei  eaaily  ai 
irrerislioty,  though  gradually,  subduing  his  enemies  lo  a  consul 
male  rictory.      But  the  nngels,  so  numerous  and  powerful, 
ntitiMfermf;  ^rH»,  ver.  14,  employed  for  the  defence  wid  bef 
fit  of  Ihe  Church. 

From  Ihi:*  summary  account  wc  may  undorBtar>d  how  firmlj 
the  Divinity  of  Christ  is  estublishei)  in  the  scripture.  For  tlioi 
pasNges  of  the  prophets,  that  speak  of  the  God  of  Israel 
ertalor,  and  the  sole  object  of  adoration,  are  directly  ref 
red  to  Jesus  Christ.  And  Ihe  name  Jehovah,  Psal.  97.  9.  tt 
majesty  of  which  consirts  in  its  being  incommunicable,  is  atlribti 
ed  lo  him.  This  is  the  foundalion  upon  which  the  whole  (4 
brie  of  the  go»pel  is  btiilt.  Tht;  office  of  mcdiolor  in  Ihe  pr 
phetical,  priestly,  and  regal  adraini^trntion,  is  necessarily  joint 
with  the  divinity  of  his  person.  And  the  revelation  of  it  fr 
heaven,  is  as  clear  as  the  sun  is  visible  in  the  firmament, 
the  diflicutlies  in  our  conceiving  this  great  mystery  of  Oodlinc 
are  but  like  the  shadows  that  attend  the  light.  .And  all  tli 
heretical  suhtilties  lo  pervert  Ihe  sense  of  such  plain  and  ^i 
tire  texts,  are  as  impertinent  as  impious.  ~ 
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This  being  esUblithcd,  (lie  ji)m>siI«   proceeds  lo  give  an  hc- 

I  couitt  of  the  Son  of  God's  aseuminft  the  nuiuan  luliue,  and  sub- 

i  tnitUDg  to  stifferiiigd  and  death.     This  is  a  divine  s«ciel  so  mi- 

tulousl^  strange,  ihol  the  canlrivnnce  was  witliout  ihc  compass 

}f  iho  ane;i.*licnl  mind?,  and  iIh?  diMrovcry  of  it  is  onlj  by  supcr- 

Biursl  revelation  ;  hut   wh«u   rcvcalMl,   thv   account  of  it  is  so 

jien  and  eonsenliioeous  lo  teMmi,  as  Win;;  (he  most  congmoiu 

■MM  for  the  illustration  of  Uod'«  glury  in  (he  saving  lost  rocii, 

the  huinxn  mind,  if  not  deeply  corrupted  Milb  the  linclurc 

ftf  prejudire,  must  consent  to  it  as  "  worthy  of  all  accvplaiion." 

The  mibsunce  of  his  reasoning  is  this :  That  it  was  tlie  pro- 

lucl  of  the  moflt  wise,  tnrroifni,  and  rigUleouf  counsel  of  Clod, 

that  th«  Saviour  of  mi>n  should  have  communion  with  them  in 

[Xheir  nature,  that  ho  ini^lil  have  a  righl  tu  redeem  thi-m  by  his 

llltance  nnd    propin<)uitv  :    for  he  thiil  ii3netirKf>,  and  they  that 

e  sanctified,  are  uU  one,  Chap.  i.  II.  and  that  he  uii^iit  iindcr- 

sutrcrinifs,  even  lo  death,  fur  the  price  of  their  icdemptioo, 

d  the  remedy  ol  their  infirmities.     "  I'orasniilclias  the  children 

re    partakers  of  flesh   am)  blood,  he  rIi-o  likewise  took  port  of 

same,  (bat  throu^  dealli  be  might  destroy  him  that  had  the 

power  of  death,   that   is,   the   dt-vil :  And   deliver   them   who 

Dtigh  fear  of  death,  were  all  tlicir  live^  subject  to  bondage." 

The  devil  ia  said  lo  have  the  power  of  death: 

1.  Bccanso  he  induces  men  to  eummil  tun,  llut  meittoriuusly 
Jera   them  liable  (»  death.     lie  tempted  the  lirst  man  cKni 

ftctu,  and  '>.»'n&  a  murderer  from  the  lic)^inniit)i." 

2.  In  that  he  inspires  (hem  with  furioua  llidUf^hiM,  andinHanies 
boir  passions,  from  wht^ncu  pnieeed  strifes  iind  wars,  that  effl- 
lienllr  eauae  death.     Me  is  supreme  in  all  the  arts  of  uiischief, 

alw.\v9  intent  tipon  evil.     It  is  by  his  insliKAtion  that  men 
se  more  like  raging  beasts,  animated  and  bent  on  mulual 
thler. 
Ileeause  he  is  many  time;  the  executioner  of  God's  wrath, 
|nd  inHicis  death  upon  rebcllioua  nnd  incoirigible  i^inners-     It  is 
cordrd  by  the  Psalmist,  That  G«d  cast  ujion  the  t^^yptians  the 
vrcencss  of  his  anger,  wralh,  itidifiiMtton,  and  trouble,  by  aend- 
'  evil  oncels,  Paal.  76.  49.  those  princes  of  the  air,  the  instru- 
Dta  of  the  thunder,  and  fiery  storrss  of  bail  that  desU:oyed 
ticm. 

4.  Beeatise  ho  makes  death  more  fonnidable  to  sanacrs,  by 
keightcnini;  ihrir  guilty  fears  of  GwV*  ttitmnul.     The  false  apir- 
templs  men  to  sin  by  many  htandishraents,  but  afterward  he  is 
I  severe  accuser  of  them  to  Goi,  and  to  themselves. 

Lastly,  This  litis  may  signily  his  tormenting  sinners  with  ua- 
slenling  cruelty  in  hell,  which  is  the  second  death. 
Now  these  evils  bein^  the  penal  conseijuence  of  ain,  our  Sav- 
by  bia  death  appeased  the  injured  justice  of  God,  and  (here- 
.  ^,  dMtrored  Uie  cruel   tyranny  of  the  Uevil.     As  the  lamb  of 
God,  in  the  notion  of  a  Mcrifiee,  he  overcomes  our  spiritual  en- 
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emies.  Sin,  Satan  and  death,  lie  vanquiahed  u  the  foot  of  h 
cross.  Besides,  our  Saviour  hsvine  fell  such  boitows  and  ii 
firmiticH  as  ore  usual  (o  his  people,  bjr  that  coTrespondenDG  ai 
rescmbliince  b«lwcen  them,  is  compassioDatelj'  iaclined  to  n 
lievc  (hom. 

I  shall  now  intiist  upon  the  Messed  privilege  of  believers  I 
down  in  the  text,  viz.  < 

That  Jetita  Christ  by  his  dtath  /net  ki$  ptople  from  lAcM 
viUt  tormenting  fear  of  dtath. 

In  prosecuting  the  point,  I  shall,  I.  Consider  the  account  tl 
scripture  gives  of  death's  entrance  into  the  world.  2.  Sb« 
what  the  fear  of  death  includes,  and  the  bondage  consequent  I 
{(.  3.  How  the  death  of  Christ  frees  us  from  ihe  (hraldom  i 
that  fcni .  4 .  Who  are  partakers  of  this  blessed  privilege.  A| 
then  appl;  it.  < 

I.  The  seriplure  gives  an  account  of  death's  entrance  into  ft 
world,  in  a  threefola  respect.  I.  As  Ihe  desert  of  sin.  2.  i 
Ihe  effect  of  the  divine  decree.     3.  As  the  sentence  ot  the  la* 

I.  As  the  desprt  of  sin.  The  first  design  of  the  Creator  wi 
his  own  glory  in  conjunction  with  the  hiippincss  of  man.  H 
Was  made  accordingly  holy  in  perfection,  placed  in  Paradise,  an 
his  state  eontained  all  the  ingredients  of  fetidly  proper  to  In 
natare.  He  was  capable  of  dying,  as  sad  experience  proves  ;  w 
no  accident  from  without,  no  distemper  from  within  had  is 
paired  his  vigor,  and  made  him  actually  subject  to  death  will 
out  sin.  Whilst  innocent  he  was  imniortul,  not  from  everiasUl 
principles  of  nature,  but  by  divine  preservnlton ;  of  which  Ih 
tree  of  life  was  the  ordained  means  and  aacmmenlal  pledgl 
For  Ood  unchangeably  loves  his  own  image:  And  though  b 
Us  sovereignty  and  absolute  power  he  may  resume  the  being  li 
gives,  yet  his  goodness  and  covenant  were  a  ancred  assuiaM 
that  man's  happy  life  should  run  paraltrl  with  his  perseverans 
in  his  duty.  This  immortality  was  not  the  singuhir  privilege! 
Adam's  person,  but  had  been  the  inheritance  of  all  his  progeitl 
But  he  soon  revolting  from  his  just  obedience,  of  immortal  bt 
raroc  mortal,  and  according  to  the  original  establishment  of  pro 
pagation.  transmitted  bis  nature,  with  the  guill  and  poison  of  tb 
10  all  bis  posterity.  Thus  by  one  man  sin  entered  into  th 
world,  and  death  by  sin,  and  so  death  jtassed  upon  all  men,  A 
that  all  have  sinned,  Kom.  3.  13.  As  his  obedience  bad  beei 
rewarded,  so  his  rebellion  is  punished  in  all  that  naturally  dfl 
scend  from  hiiu.  Prom  hence  it  is,  that  so  numerous  a  part  c 
mankind  are  cut  off  before  the  commission  of  actual  sin.  DcatI 
fntcrs  into  the  forge  of  life,  and  destroys  the  conception  Iha 
newly  began  to  live.  And  what  is  more  righteous  than  (ha 
man,'  when  he  disobeyed  the  author  of  life,  should  forfeit  hi 
life  and  blessrdn';i>s  *  The  soul  voluntarily  lost  the  spiritual  life 
bj  forsaking  God,  therefore  unwilUngly  loses  the  natural  lif«^Ja 
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expulMoa  from  tbe  body.  The  Apostle  wrs,  the  wag«»  of  mis 
death,  Kom.  6.  i3.  not  only  that  of  the  bod)-,  but  tlie  de»tk  of  the 
wul,  which  is  a  dreadful  concomiUiit  of  it.  And  from  hence  we 
mtjr  diacover  Ihs  fain  phtlowphr  of  ihc  wisest  healhons  in  their 
opinion  of  (Icnth.  They  judged  it  to  be  the  primarj  nccvssily 
wid  condition  of  nature,  tixt^d  by  irroMtlible  (nlo  :  And  not  un- 
dentanding  the  true  and  just  reason  of  its  coming  into  th« 
world,  they  eould  not  apply  a  autBcient  remedy  afjainst  iia  evil. 

8.  As  the  effoct  of  the  divine  decree  respecting  sin.  This  ia 
diaeovtred  by  revelation  in  the  word  of  God,  and  ihu  real  exe- 
OUtion  of  it.  It  is  appointed  to  men  once  to  die,  Hub.  9.  27. 
This  deeti>e  is  universal  and  unrepeatable.  Onf:  generation 
passeth  away,  and  anotlier  generation  comelb :  F>cles.  I.  1.  like 
the  ebbing  and  flowing  of  the  sea  in  its  slated  periods.  Nothing 
can  interrupt  or  frustrate  this  appointment.  I'here  are  divers 
conditions  of  men,  and  various  way*  of  living  in  the  world ; 
•ome  arc  high  in  dignity,  others  are  level  with  the  earth :  Some 
walk  in  a  carpvt  way,  anooth  and  easy,  others  in  a  thorny  and 
troublesome:  Some  walk  on  the  golden  sands,  others  on  the 
n(re  :  liut  the  sanie  unconlrolable  necessity  of  dyini;  involves 
kll.  And  whatever  the  way  be,  whether  picasnnt  or  doleful, 
rot  every  one  passea  with  c<|Uiil  sie|M,  measured  by  Ihc  same 
Invariable  spaces  of  hours  and  days,  and  arrives  at  th«  same  com- 
\iaon  end  of  life.  Those  who  are  regarded  as  visible  deities 
songst  nen,  that  can  by  their  breath  raise  the  low,  and  depress 
lie  lofty,  th.kt  have  the  lives  of  millions  in  their  power;  yet 
rhen  the  ordained  time  is  come,  as  ihcy  cannot  bribe  the  accus- 

f  conscience  for  a  minute's  silcnrc,  do  ueilbcr  delay  dealll. 
have  said  ye  arc  Gods,  but  yc  shall  die  Uke  men." 
S.  Death  is  to  be  considered  as  tbe  sentence  of  the  law. 
be  rea«onable  creature  was  made  under  a  law,  the  rule  of  his 
ictions.  The  moral  law  directed  him  how  to  continue  in  bia 
boljr  and  blessed  slate  :  To  whidi  was  annexed  Ihc  precept  of 
lol  eating  of  the  tree  of  knowlodi;c  of  good  and  evil,  only  as  a 
irk  of  his  subjrnion,  and  for  ibc  trial  of  biji  iibcrficnce.  This 
icept  hnd  an  infallible  amnion  by  the  most  high  lawgiver:  in 
day  thou  eatest  thereof,  thoushalt  die  the  death,  Gen.  S.  17. 
Ian  did  not  keep  this  command  of  so  easy  obsctvatioo,  and 
istly  iiieurred  its  doom.  As  sin  is  the  violation  of  ihc  law,  so 
Bath  in  the  violation  of  the  sinner  in  his  nature  and  felicity  re- 
arted  fi\>m  the  Uw. 
The  deaths  of  DMn  are  very  dilTerenl  in  their  kinds  ;  and  are 
>mpTis<!dinthc  words  of  David  concerning  Kaul :  The  Lord  shall 
amiie  him,  or  his  day  shall  come  to  die,  or  he  shall  descend  into 
the  battle,  and  perish,  1  Sam.  26.  10.  Sometimes  they  arc  cut 
olT  by  the  immediate  flaming  band  of  God,  for  tbo  more  exem- 
reraoge  of  sin  ;  sometimes  by  surprutog  accideats  ;  aone- 
,  bjr  bloody  contentions ;  sometimes  by  consuming  dbeoses. 
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But  iIioukIi  dcnih  be  not  unifomi,  it  is  always  the  cxoculion 
tfa€  Itiwupon  ofl'endcra.      Aiiof  those  who  are  condemned  bj 
nan  jufticc.  sogie  suffer  a  more  easy  and  honorable  death,  otbc 
a  more  disfcraceftil  and  torturing;;  gome  ate  beheaded,  others  i 
erueified,  yet  alt  die  a*  malefactors.     Thus  somv  die  a  nati 
death,  olhem  a  riolcnl ;  somo  by  a  gentle  picparing  aid 
without  niliiclnlion,  oibt^rtt  die  i]|>on  the  rack,  by  sharp  |>afn 
Some  die  atlonded  wiih  their  frieiidfl,  and  all  sti)>plienio  awcst 
their  passage,  others  forsaken  of  all  coroforls:  Vel  death  is  tl 
same  »enience  of  (he  law  upon  all  men.     And  this,  if  duly 
sidered,  makes  it  terrible  in  whatever  shape  it  appears. 


CHAPTER    II. 


Whai  the  faai  ef  daaih  inclmloi.  The  pasMoa  of  IW  in  ftupni  i 
Tba  ■fwcwl  cuwM  thai  make  death  m>  fmrAit.  It)«  an  cti!  uoirsr 
known.  Ilii  ctflaiiil}'  fuliirc.  Tlic  biiiiJngL-  of  ux'ii  from  Ihr  fwi 
ileal)).  Tlia  maoa  why  ni^rn  an  not  iitH'n)'s  iiikkr  Ui«  ttmial  fvarl 
death. 

II.  The  next  thing  to  be  considered  is,  what  the  fear  of  dc 
includes,  and  the  bondajse  that  is  conaeqiient  to  it.  This  I  hIi 
explain  and  amplify,  by  considerine  four  thini;tt, 

I.  The  nature,  of  fvar  in  general,  as  applicable  to  the  prta 
•ubjcct.  3.  Thi^  piirlicular  causes  ibM  tender  <U-a(h  w  fettrfri 
3.  The  degree  of  this  fear  expressed  by  bondage.  4.  Howi 
eomes  to  pass  iliai  men  are  not  always  under  ttio  actual  tssmr  i 
death,  bul  subject  to  (be  revolutions  of  it  all  their  lives. 

[t.]   I  will  consider  the  nature  of  fear  in  general,  at  apptic 
ble  to  the  present  subjeet. 

Fear  is  II  pxssion  iiQ)>lnntc<l  in  nature,  that  causes  a  tif^l . 
an  approftchins  evil.     Three  thinjca  are  rcquiaile  to  qualify 
object,  and  make  it  fearful.     ( 1.)  The  evil  must  tie  apprehe 
fld.     Kiinwiedeo,  or  at  least  suspicion,  excites  fear,  by 
MDling  an  evil  thai  is  likely  to  seize  upon  ua.    Till  the  mil 
discerns  the  danger,  the  passions  are  unmoved  :  And  imagir 
evils,  by  the  nieiu  nppichcnsiun,  are  as  strongly  learod  as  . 
(t.)  The  evil  iniitit  be  future.     For   the  naked  theory  of  tl 
most  periiieinui  evil  docs  not  wound  the  aoul,  but  the  apprehi 
sion  of  falling  under  it.     If  reason   csn  open  an  exfiedient 
prevent  an  evil,  this  passion  is  quiet.     And  fear  precisely 
gsrds  Its  object,  as  (o  come.    Present  erits  iodnce  griei  i 
sorrow:  Past  evils  by   reflection   alTect  with  joy,  end  give' 
quicker  relish  to  present  lelicity.     Approaching  evils  alsimi 


OP   DBATM. 


335 


wilh  teftT.  (3.)  Tho  etil  must  be  apprebeiKled  u  prcvtleot  lo 
miikc  il  fetrful.  For  if  by  compari^oa  we  fiod  our  B(reii|;lh  ui- 
prrjor,  we  either  neglect  the  evil  for  its  Icviry,  or  delermino  to 
cneount«r  it ;  and  reiiatance  ia  the  proper  cfTrct  »(  anger,  not  of 
fsar.  But  whoD  an  impendent  evil  a  loo  hard  for  o«,  the  soul 
•brinks  and  recoils  froin  It. 

Now  all  iheae  qualifications  thai  make  an  object  rcarful,  con- 
ear  in  death. 

1.  It  ia  aa  evil  univcrally  known.  The  frequent  funerals  are 
a  ml  dcffionilrntion  that  speaks  sensibly  to  our  eyes,  that  death 
rclgo*  in  the  world.  On  every  side  death  is  in  our  view,  and 
(he  »hactow  of  it  darkens  our  bri|^tes(  days. 

2.  il  is  certainly  future.  All  the  wretched  accidents  of  this 
life,  Mch  as  concern  us  in  our  pertions,  relations,  vMates  and  in- 
lerests :  a  thousand  disasters  that  a  jealous  fear  and  active  fancy 
will  eitend  and  amplify  ;  as  they  may,  so  they  may  not  happen 
(o  us.  And  from  this  mixture  of  contrary  possibilities,  from  the 
uncertainly  of  event,  hope,  Ihnt  is  s»  insinuating  passion,  mixes 
with  fear,  and  denvi^s  comfort.  For  as  sometimes  a  sudden 
evil  surprizes,  not  forethought  of;  so  often  the  evil  that  was 
sadly  ckpccted,  never  comes  to  pass.  Hut  what  man  is  ho  that 
hv<s,  and  shall  not  see  death  ^  I'sal.  89.  't.  Who  is  so  vain  as 
to  please  himself  with  an  imagination  of  immortality  here  .* 
Though  men  are  distinguished  in  the  condition  of  living,  yet  all 
•re  equal  in  (be  neecsitity  of  dying.  Human  greatness  in  every 
kind,  nobility,  riches,  empire  cannot  protect  from  the  sudden 
and  soveiciji^n  hand  of  death,  that  overthrows  all.  Tbc  most 
conspidiouB  diflerence  in  this  world  ia  between  the  victorious, 
and  ibc  vanquished  prostrate  at  their  feet :  But  death  oiakes 
them  e<itial.  Then  the  wretched  captive  shall  upbraid  the  proud 
conqueror,  "  Art  tbou  become  wcsk  as  wc  *  Art  thou  become  like 
'us  f*  The  expressions  of  scripture  concerning  the  frailty  of  man, 
«re  often  literally  and  proeiiely  verified  :  "  He  is  like  the  grass, 
fa  the  morning  it  flourishes  and  groweth  up,  in  tho  evening  it  is 
eul  down  and  witherclh." 

S.  Death  is  a  prevalent  insuperable  evil:  Henee  the  provor- 
biid  expression,  Strong  as  death,  that  subdues  all,  cruel  as  the 
grave  that  spares  none.  It  is  in  vain  to  struggle  wrih  the  panf^s 
of  death.  No  simples  in  nature,  no  compositioos  of  an,  no  in* 
flueoce  of  the  stars,  no  power  of  angels  can  support  the  dying 
body,  or  ret.-iin  the  llitting  muI.  There  is  no  man  hath  power 
over  the  spirit  lo  reuin  the  spirit ;  neither  haih  he  power  in  the 
day  of  death  :  and  there  ia  no  discharge  in  that  war.  Kccles.  b. 
8.  The  body  sinks  in  the  eooflicl ;  and  death  feeds  on  ita  pro^ 
(rale  prey  in  the  grave. 

(3.J  I  shall  consider  more  particularly,  the  causes  that  render 
death  so  fearful  lo  man:  1.  In  the  apprehension  of  nature.  3. 
la  the  appreJtension  of  conscience. 
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I.  In  lh«  appreheixioD  ol'  n&tiue,  deatli  liu  litis  name  engnf- 
en  tu  ils  forehead,  L'llmum  terriMtum,  the  fupniinu  of  lerhb' 
things,  upon  sevcrai  accountn. 

(I.)  BecauM  usualljr  Hkkoeu  ud  pMns  languishing  and 
menlinjE;,  mnlto  the  first  changes  in  the  body,  and  the  natur 
dvath  is  violcnl.  This  Hexekiah  complained  of  with  a  niour 
ful  accent,  H«  will  cut  nie  off  with  pining  sickness:  from  da 
even  to  night  thou  will  mako  an  end  of  me.  1  reckoned 
morning  thai  a»  a  lion,  so  will  he  break  all  m,r  bones.  It 
A  troop  of  dttcascs  are  the  forcninnem  of  this  king  t^  Urrti 
There  iti  a  preceding  encounter,  and  sometimes  rery  fierce, 
nature  feels  the  cruel  victor)'  before  it  yields  to  this  enen^. 
*  ship  that  is  losfled  by  a  mighty  lenipesl,  and  by  (he  concus 
of  the  winds  and  waves,  loses  ils  rudder  and  masts,  takes  in 
ter  in  eyery  purl,  and  gradually  sinks  into  the  ocean  :  So  in  tb 
shipwreck  of  nature,  the  bo<iy'  is  ho  shaken  and  weakened 
the  violence  of  a  di>casc,  that  the  senses,  (be  animal  and  viti 
OfMntiofw  decline,  and  at  last  are  extinguiMhed  in  death. 

(S.)  Death  consideied  in  the  strictest  propriety,  as  deat 
tive  of  the  natural  being,  lha(  is  our  first  and  most  valuab 
good  in  tho  order  of  nature,  is  the  just  object  of  fear.  The 
ion  between  soul  and  body  is  very  intimate  and  dear,  and  lih 
David  and  Jonathan,  they  part  unwillingly.  Nature  has  a 
in  the  best  men,  and  works  as  nature.  St.  Paul  declares, 
would  not  be  unclothed,  not  finally  put  off  the  body,  but  have  | 
glorified  in  conjunction  with  (he  soul.  Our  blessed  Savioti 
wi(bout  the  least  impeachment  of  the  rectitude  and  perfectk 
of  his  natuie,  expressed  an  avcrscness  from  death,  and  with  sul 
mission  to  the  divine  will,  desired  a  freedom  from  it.  His  aflfei 
(ioos  were  holy  and  human,  and  inored  aceording  to  their  ot 
jeots. 

( S. )  The  natural  consequents  of  death  teiuler  it  fearful.    IM 
is  the  foundation  of   all  natural  enjoyments;  and  the  loss  of 
induces  the  loss  of  all  forever.     It  is  from  hence  that  such  evi 
as  arc  ronsistent  with  life,  nnd  deprive  us  only  of  some  particti 
lar  content  and  {>Ica.surc,  arc  xvillingly  chosen  rather  than  deatl 
TItc  forfeiture  of  estate,  the  dcgradinji;  from  honor,  lh«  cooG 
ment  (o  a  |>erpetual  prison,  the  banistiing  from  our  native  eoH 
try,  are  less  penalties  than  death. 

There  is  a  natural  love  of  society  in  man,  and  death  remove 
from  all.  7'ho  grave  is  a  frightful  solitude.  'I'here  is  no  cor 
versatton  in  the  terriiorics  of  darkness.  This  also  Hezekiah, 
his  apprehcn.tioiis  of  death,  »j>enks  of  with  tears:  1  ahall 
man  no  more  in  the  land  of  (lie  hving,  Isa.  SS,  11.  As  in  (1 
ni^t  the  world  is  an  univerul  grave,  all  things  are  in  a  dead  : 
lenee ;  palaces,  courla  of  justice,  temples,  theatres,  schools,  an^ 
all  places  of  public  conversation  arc  shut  up  ;  the  noise  and  ii 
mor  (hat  keeps  men  in  continual  ohscrvation  and  action  cea 
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Thiw  when  ll>«  van  ot  lh»  preoeiit  Me  U  set,  all  the  sA'airs  anil 
busiflMS,  all  (hu  vajtt  joys  o(  coitipany,  feastiDE,  danelnfc,  mu- 
sic, gaming,  oeaacA.     Every  one  atnon^  lh«  deaa  is  ranfined  n* 
'hiRMdod  obseure  etU,   jum)  i«  iilonf  an  entertain mcnt  for  ihe 
Irworms. 

The  pMlmtal  saitli  of  priiti-es,  Tliiiir  )>rRath  f(oeil>  rorlh,  the^' 
■  rftlurn  (o  thn  eailb,  in  thai  very  Any  tliPir  thou|;lils,  lh*ir  glori- 
ous compasHing  thoughts  perish.     Thiii  (he  liiMorian  ohtwrvos 
I  Wan  r«ri(i»d  in  Julioi  Cn»tir  :  After  his  sMiiminf;  iho  im|>erinl 
diptlly,  he  thought  to  rcduro  tb«  numerous  laws  of  tiie.  Rnmnn 
hfnto  a  few  vnlumes,  comprising  iho  substanee  and  reaaon  of  all ; 
to  enrich  and  adorn  (he  fity  nf  Rome,  aa  was  beeoming  ibe  re- 
cent of  (he  world  ;  lo  epiimni^ce  the  works  of  tbc  most  learned 
eiana  and  KomHnn  for  the  public  henrfit.     And  whilst  he  was 
-|<t«li(ninf;  and  pursuing  these,  and  other  vast  and  noble  ibings, 
deatn  lurprisced  biro,  and  broke  otT  all  bis  enterpHxe*. 

At  Ihe  terrible  gale  (hat  opens  into  eternity,  men  arc  MrtppMl 

I  of  all  their  honors  and  treasurer,  and  as  naked  as  they  eomo  (n- 

[to  (he  world,  ^o  oti(  of  it.    Re  not  ihou  afraid  when  one  ia  made 

Vrieh,  when   Ihe  glory  of  his  house   is  tnereased.     For  when  he 

dieth,  ho  shall  earry  nothinic  away  ;  his  ^tory  shall  not  descend  af- 

ler  him,  Psal.  49.  16.  17.  I>«alli  (-qunlly  vilifies,  makes  loatlitonie 

hund  ghastly  (he  bodien  of  men,  and  re^lucea  (hem  to  sordM  dasl. 

in  (he  grave,  (he  duAt  is  as  precious  and  power1\il  of  one,  as  of 

^•nolher.     Civil   dia(inc(ions   are   limited   to   (he   prewnt  time. 

VThe  prodigious  slalue  in  Nebuchadnezzar's  vision,  Dnn.  S.  82. 

"AS.  31.  3d.  while  it  was  upright,  the  parts  were  really  and  vi*i- 

'  hly  (tistinel :  The  head  was  of  line  gold,  the  breast  and  arms  of 

:  silver,  (he   belly  and  thighs  of  brass,  the  legs  of  iron,  the  feet 

:  of  iron  and  part  of  elay  ;  but  witen  (ho  slonc  cut  out  withoat 

Mids,  smote  (he  imafre  upon  the  feet,  then  wa«  Ihe  iron,  the  ehy, 

Ih4>  hrat»,  (he  sllrer,  and  llie  gold,  broken  to  pieces  together,  and 

"iflcame  like  the  chalT  the  wind  carries  awny.     Who  can  distin- 

luish  between  royal  dust  taken  out  of  magnifteenf  tombe,  and 

j»l«bean  du«t  from  common  graves  ?  Who  can  know  who  wer« 

iTieh,  and  who  were  poor,  who  had  power  and  command,  who 

irivere  vassals,  who  were  remarkable  by  fame,  who  by  infimv  ? 

They  shnll  not  say  this  is  Jezebel,  i  Kings  9.  37.  not  know  this 

ras  the  diiugbier  and  wife  of  a  king.     The  king  of  Babylon, 

iHed  L'lcifiT,  the  bright  star  of  the  momtng,  th;i(  pnisejtsed  the 

lr«  empire  in  (he  world,  wii*  de^rad^il  by  death,  humbled  (o  the 

live,  and  exchanged  all  bis  glorious  stale  for  worms  and  pntre* 

etiofl.     The  worm  is  spread  ander  thee,  and  the  worms  cover 

See,  tea.  H.  II.     In  short,  death  separates  men  from  all  their 

^Mlmired  channing  vanities.     Now  considering   men  merely  in 

the  order  of  nature,  what  refleclion  is  more  fearful  and  torment- 

[tuf^t  (han  Ihe  necessity,  (hat  eannol  be  overruled,  of  patting  for 

■wilfa  all  the  delists  of  life  r  Thow  who  have  ascended  tn 

vol..  t.  •!$ 
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(lie  llirone,  llut  ure  arrivvd  ■!  ilic  lieif^lH  of  temporal  hnppii 
wl»t  a  mclanohol)'  iM^oapert  ia  iK-fara  ihem  «l  death,  uixlllii 
dark  ^rave  i  Wlien  »ll  lliinRs  ron!>pii  e  to  make  mcii  liippy  ber 
llie  seiisilive  faeultivs  und  llioir  fruilionB  nro  elibinit  and  decliai) 
inj;,  till  they  &ink  into  death,  ifao  wbirl|>oot  lliat  will  shorll] 
bWflDow  ihi-m  tip  for  vvor.  TIiIh  i-riidvrB  the  tliouf^hlt  of  mc 
talil«    Ml  frif^litful,  And  vhecks  the  fniflSl  cnJojuMials  of  corni 

|>lttll4UIV». 

9.  l)«all)  is  fearfdl  in  (lie  apprelieiiMon  of  roiiMtetice,  as  il 
the  most  sensible    ntark  of  God's  wrath,  iJiat  is  heavier  iba 
'Uath,  and  a  nuDinous  to  sive  an  account  of  all  things  done  ii 
this  life,  to  the  rifihtoous  judge  of  ihc  world,     It  is  appointed  t< 
all  mon  once  lo  die,  and  aftcrwanlti  the  judi^mtnl.  ii«b.  9.  Z'H 
Tbv  pt-iial  fear  is  more  wounding  (o  the  ^pifil  (ban  lltr  niitura 
Wbi!n  111*  nwnkt'ncd  ninner  prciH^nlly  cxpccl»  tin-  dtiilioii  to  a)] 
l>oar  b«-forv  Ibt!   ifihimal  above,  where  no  cik^uach,  do  supphrfl 
lion*,  no  (Mivtleitt-s  avail ;  where  the  cause  of  eternal   lilo  or 
dsalli  must  be  decided,  and  the  awards  of  justice  be  iinmedialelj 
executed  ;  U  the  convulsions  and  i^niesol  conscience  in  thi 
hour  I  When  the  discatted  body  raoitot  live,  and  the  disconea 
Ut<;  M>iil  dare  not  die,  what  anxieties  surround  it  ?  This  rtdou 
lilc*»  thu  Idiroiit  of  death,  (bat  the  lirit  IranBmilA  t»  the  second 
that  was  figured  by  tl.     0  Ihc  dismal  .itpect  of  Death  ridinc  oi 
a  pale  horse,  witli  Hell,  the  black  aitendaol,  following .'  Thb 
fuar  surprized  the  sinners  in  Sion.     *'  Wlw  amon^  na  can  dwol 
with  devouring  fire  :  who  among;  ub  oan  remain  with  crerlasliii| 
burning^  r"  This  made  a  heathen,  the  Governor  of  a  province,  14 
Ircmbto  beforu  a  poor  |>ri»oflcr  :  While  Paul  diBcoiin»cd  of  n^l 
eoumeMi  temperance,  and  judgement  (o  rnnie,  Felix  ircraUed.^ 
Ael.  21.  2o.  It  is  n  fearful  thini;  to  bll  into  the  hands  of  tl 
living  liod,  who  lives  for  ever,  and  can  punii^h  for  ever  ;  Jlcb 
10.  31.     None  is  so  powerful  as  Uod  ;  nothing  so  fearful  aa  tlu 
guilty  conBcionce. 

\3.]  The  degrcefof  this  fear  are  expressed  by  bondage.     Tbi| 
paMJoit,  when  regular  in  its  object  and  degree,  is  ekceilentlj 
iinfal ;  it  is  a  wiM  counsellor  and  faithful  guarHian,  that  pluckl 
off  (he  mask   from  our  en«-mieti,  und  keeps  nMivon  vif^lnnt  toi 
active  to  prevent  a  ihreateninf^  evil,  or  (0  sustain  it  in  the  bei 
inanneri     it  is  observable  in  the  brute  creatures,  that  the  wea 
and  fearful  are  most  subtile  and  ingenious  lo  secure  ihemselvei 
and  supply  the  want  of  strength  with  artilir^e  :   But  when  feat , 
inordinate,  it  is  a  tyrannous  master,  that  vexes  the  wearyn 
and  binders   its   free  and  nohlc  of>era(ions.     Cwsar  choM> 
to  be  exposed  to  Mddcn  death,  than  to  be  continually  harrasse^ 
with  fear  how  to  avoid  it.      The  Greek  word  implios  the  bintl 
iu){of  (he  spirit,  that  e«ii»es  an  inward  slavery ;  And  in  (he  Apoi 
tie's  writing,  Ihe  spiri(  of  fear  and  the  spiri(  of  bondage  acotquivi 
lent.     Isbbosheth,  when  Abner  (provoked  by  (lie  cluicgtu.abc 
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Ssul'a  uonnubine)  unpcriuiisly  tlirc»(eaccl  to  Iranslatu  <Ii«  kin};- 
doni  to  U'lvid,  way  Htruck  with  sucb  a  fear,  tliul  be  cuuUl  not  an  • 
swer  Abncr  a  word  ;  'i  Sam.  :t.  10,  1 1.  (he  sudden  passion  Ktiflcil 
hit)  repl}',  aad  rcductid  him  to  a  defciicelciis  silence.  JNon  the 
fear  of  desttb,  as  it  is  reini:<s  or  vehement,  such  arc  Uic  degree:) 
of  bondage  from  it. 

I.  It  imbittem  the  enjoynient:^  of  (he  present  life,  and  makes 
the  i»03t  pruspcruus  iu  [he  world,  "  even  in  the  fulness  of  their 
suQiciency,  to  ha  in  straits.'*  Though  the  senses  arc  pleased  with 
(lie  quick  sweetness  of  change  from  one  object  to  anulber,  yet 
the  soul  cannot  have  a  delightful  undisturbed  fruition,  foreseeing 
that  the  streams  of  pleasure  will  issue  into  the  dead  sea.  Truly 
light  ia  sweet,  and  it  is  a  pleasant  (binf;  to  behold  the  sun  ;  Ecelea. 
11.  7.  But  bow  short  is  this  life  with  all  its  pleasures,  in  CDiu- 
parison  of  the  days  of  durkness  that  follow  ?  Now  though  it  is 
our  best  wisdom  and  truest  liberty,  to  rejoice  in  this  wonil  as  if 
we  rejoiced  not,  and  frequently  to  meditate  on  tho  cooling  doc- 
trines of  death  and  judgment,  to  repress  the  transports  of  the 
voluptuous  appetite  ;  yet  since  the  comforts  of  this  are  liberally 
indulged  to  us  by  the  love  of  God,  to  be  the  motives  of  our 
grateful  and  nffectionate  obedience,  to  sweeten  our  passage  to 
Heaven,  we  nniy  with  tranquillity  of  spirit  make  a  pure  and  cheer- 
ful use  of  them  in  his  service  :  And  it  is  an  oppressing  bondage, 
when  tho  dis(]uieting  anxious  fears  of  death  hinder  our  temper- 
ate enjoyment  of  his  favors  and  blessings. 

'i.  The  fear  of  death  oppre'ses  the  souls  of  men  under  a  miser- 
able  bondage  to  tlie  devU  ;  for  his  dominion  is  maintained  by  the 
allurements  and  terroru  of  the  world.  Though  men  do  not  ex- 
plicitly acknowledge  his  sovereignty,  yet  by  voluntary  yielding 
to  his  pleasing  temptations,  they  arc  really  hh  slaves:  And  the 
spprehensiixi  uf  temporal  evils,  especially  of  death,  dressed  up 
in  a  frightful  representation  with  his  bloody  pomp,  is  the  strong' 
est  snare  to  (he  soul.  Prov.  29.  The  faint-hearted  prove  false- 
hearted in  (he  time  of  trial :  For  the  timorous  spirit  being  whol- 
ly intent  how  to  avoid  the  incnrsion  of  a  present  evil,  forgets  or 
neglects  what  is  indispensably  to  be  done,  and  thinks  to  find  an 
excuse  in  the  pretended  necessity.  How  many  have  been  terri- 
fied from  their  clearest  duty,  and  resolved  constancy  f  To  escape 
death,  they  have  been  guilty  of  the  most  insufferable  impieties, 
by  renouncing  God  their  makei  and  Saviour,  and  worshipping 
the  Devils  for  Deities.  Every  age  presents  sad  spectacles  of 
many  that  choose  iniquity  rather  than  affliction,  Job  36.  21.  that 
relinrfuish  their  duty,  and  by  wicked  compliances  save  their  lives, 
and  lose  their  souls.  Carnal  desires  and  carnal  fears  are  the 
chains  of  Hell,  that  retain  men  Satan's  captives ;  But  what  fotly, 
what  madness  is  it,  for  (he  avoiding  the  impotent  fury  of  the 
creature,  to  venture  on  the  powerful  wrath  of  God,  that  exceeds 
all  the  terrors  that  can  be  conceived  by  feai  ^  Thia  renders  thcni 
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moie  biulibli  tbxn  li>e  borse,  tbdt  BlatliiiK  aI  but  •badow,  s|>no^ 
nvet   a   deweraic   precipice.     The   feJiml   arc   vxclucled  from 
heaven,  ana  casi  Jntu  the  laku  »1'  Arv  and  briii)s(4>itv  for  vvtsr 
Rev.  21. 

3.  Tho  extreme  fear  of  deatli  aud  judgment  dejecli'and  du 
L-ouragca  the  »ou\  fruio  the  uae  of  tneaiia  to  prevent  eternal  tni 
ery,  and   induces  a  roosl  wofol  bondage.     Fear  anticipatea  and 
fixa^wrates  future  evils  ;  for  as  knowledge  excites  fear,  so  fear 
increases  knowlodgo,  by  the  imccssant  workinj;  of  the  thou^ts 
upon  tcniblc  object*.     The  rcarful  mind  ag^rnviitcN  the  forcaeen, 
evil,  and  dixlils  the  puison  from  all  the  ci/ciimslanc^it  and  cot 
queiKCS  of  it :  And  when  the  evil  is  apprehended  aa  inaupcri 
hie  and  indeclinable,  all  endeavors  lo  eewape  are  cut  off.     w\ 
a  philosopher  oluctvcs  of  an   earthquake,  compaied  vrilb  olhsf 
ilesiructive  evils,  is  true  in  this  case  :  There  may  he  a  safe 
treat  from  fire,  from  inundations,   rioin  storms,  Iroro  war,  front 
pestilence  ;  but  an  cnrlhquako  nalonishcs  with  so  violent  a  per- 
turbation, that  stopn  our  lli(;l)(   I'rom  the  imntin^-nt  danger,     iyo 
the  vehement  inipre»ions  o(  tmu  froiu  the  approaches  of  deaUi, 
and  tht:  severe  executions  upon  the  sinner  after  tt,  diMract  ih* 
mind,  and  disable  from  dyinR,  from  the   wrath  to  come.     TiiMt 
fears  are  more  heavy  bj-  the  sugf^estions  of  Satan,  who  repre* 
nenls  iiod   »u   terrible    in  his  nujcsly,  incxoiable  in  his   ju&lieei^H 
and  u  II  change  able  in  his  lhreiitenin)£s,  that  all  hopes  of  obuining^l 
his  favor  are  Iohi.     Aa  the  lCi;ypiiaii  darkness  wma  not  merely 
from  the  absence  of  the  sun.  hut  fioiu  fecuknt  vapours  condens- 
ing the  air,tbat  it  might  be  foil ;  so  liieae  dark  and  fearful  expec- 
tations of  the  divine  wrath,  are  not  only  from  the   withdrawij)|; 
the  light  of  Go<I*s  countenance,  but  from  the  ptince  of  daikneaw, 
thai  Tout  spirit.     And  as  wc  read  of  the  HKyptians,  that  no  maMH 
arose  from  hiit  place  for  three  days ;  aa  if  ihey  hud  been  burie^H 
in  ihnt  durkn<:»s,  and  deprived  of  all  active  power  nnd  motion  : 
ao  the  despairing  »oul  sits  down  mourning  at  the  gates  of  death, 
totally  disabled   from  prosecuting  the  things  that  belong  (o  iu 
|>eace.     It  is  hope  inspires  and  warms  us  with  alacrity,  encoura*j 
f;esour  endeavors:  despair  blunts  our  edge  and  industry.     Tl 
soul  »ulTers  llic  hardest  bondage,  and  the  condition  is  inexpressit 
biy  sad  under  the  tyianny  of  this  fear.     U  how  enthralled,  ho* 
dcMiblely  misvrnblc  !  Despair  doi-s  merituriouitly  and  cifeclnatly 
ruin  the  soul.     For  when^aii  thcru  ii  no  attribute  more  divine, 
no  clearer  notion  of  tie  Deity  Uian  love  and  meJ^y  ;  tbia  pti»- 
sioo  disparages  his  mercy,  as  if  sin  were  more  omnipoleot  Ibu 
bis  power  to  pardon  ;  and  all  th(>  tears  that  flow  from  it,  ate  so 
far  from  expinling,  that  they  increase  guilt :  And  whrieas  the 
believing  view  of  Christ  would  as  completely  and  presentlv  re- 
cover the  s«ul>wounded  sinner,  as  the   Israelites  were  by  look^ 
ing  to  the  ordained  viaihlo  .lien  of  ihvir  salvation ;  despair  luriw 
away  the  eye  from  our  deliverer,  and  Axes  it  upon  miaery  as 
remedilcsa  and  final. 
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(4.J  How  cones  it  (o  pus,  that  men  aie  not  alwaj's  under  Ibe 
ftotajtl  Imr  ol'  de«lh,  but  subject  to  the  rcvoluli«iii  of  il  all  theit^ 
liros  ? 

Tbe  seeds  of  this  (citr  are  ht<l  in  tb«  guilt/  breasts  of  men,  and 
it  times  espt^cially  in  their  cnUmilivs,  broak  furlli  and  kiiiille  up- 
on Ibeni.  In  (li('<r  ki^iurv  and  tetiri;mt;nt,  inivrnirrcnt  lliouplils 
of  death  and  Jiidi;nicnt  Ming  (hem  tiy  fits,  and  make  tbtrtn  uncasj. 
The  Aaslies  o(  canaoienci;,  tike  (nomenls  of  lighlninK,  flartle  them; 
but  tbej  irlapse  into  their  babttual  stupidity  :  And  the  aecotint 
of  it  will  be  clear,  bj  considering  the  fotlowing  particulars. 

I.   M«!n  are  apt  to  Hatter  iheiuselvc-ti  with  the  hopes  of  lone  lifoj 
and  took  upon  death  at  a  K^cat  dist.ince  :  though  there  be  a  dving 
disposition  in  the  joun^ojl  and  mronp^csl  persons,  though  u  e  live 
in  li  wottd  of  casualties,  and  death  lie  in  ambush  to  surprize  os 
everjr  day,  yet  wcaic  seeurc  ;  btcause  evils  afTecl  us  according  lo 
their  apprehonded  neantosa.     A  petty  constable  that  is  trouble^ 
some  and  vexatious,  is  more  feared  by  bia  neigbors,  (hao  tbc 
(imnd    Sig:iior  with  all  his  execulionets.     As  remote  objects 
though  of  rasl  bigness,  are  lessened  to  our  "ight ;  so  through  the 
mppoaed  interval  of  many  yenrs,  death  is  looked  on  with  a  dimi- 
nution of  its  terror.     But  when  doalh  presenlH  itself  before  rneiK 
ready  to  dispatch  lliem,  how  fornnidable  is  its  appearance  !     Saiil^ 
though  renowned  for  his  valor,  yet  when   he  understood  by  re- 
velatioo,  thai  to-narrow  he  and  his  sons  should  be  in  the  slate  of 
the  dead,  there  was  no  strength  in  hira,  but  he  fell  siraitnay  all 
along  on  (he  earth  ;   I  Sam.  28,  struck  through  with  fear,  before 
he  was  wounded  by  the  arrows  of  (he  Philistines.      Uel^hazzar, 
in  the  midst  of  bis  luxury  and  jollity,  attended  with  a  thousand 
—iotAi,  and  his  bent  of  concubines,  Dan.  5.  I.  2.  3.  4,  inflamed 
Erilh  wine,  and  tberefoic  less  capable  of  fear;  yet  upon  the 
Btght  of  tbe  fatal  band  writing  on  the  ual),  a  few  unknown  eliar- 
Pbctoni,  which  his  guilty  conscience  ()>efore  the  prophet  Daniel 
CUM)  interpreted  (o   be  (he  senlenre  of  the  present  death,  how 
fejlfilllv  was  bis  countenance   changed  pale  as  a  caicass  *      flow 
suddenly  did  his  blood  congeal, and  nis  warmest,  rjuickest,  spirits 
lie  in  his  heart  ^     His  whole  body  was  aeiiied  by  such  a  vehe- 
lenl  trembling,  that  his  joints  were  looseil,  and  his  knees  sinOle 
He  syainsi  another.     This  is  a   representation  of  those  who  bid 
nr«>  io  dc.ith  iit  a  diit;ince  :   But  when  (ho  fatal  hour  is  come, 
and  they  bear  (he  aenlcnce  decreed  against  them,  GmI  had  num- 
^bered  thy  days,  and  finished  them;  thou  art  weighed  in  the  bal- 
nee,  (altlhy  woids  and   actions,   thy  thoughts   and  alTections) 
nd  art  ibund  wanting:  and  tby  soul  shall  be  divided  from  thy 
ly;  the  one  sent  to  hell,  lo  stiHer  tho  undying  worm  of  eon- 
Bience  *,  the  other  lo  the  grave,  to  be  a  prey  to  the  worms  of 
enrruptinn  ;  how  arc  they  overcome  with  horor ! 
a.  The  rnntiniial  noeceuion  of  the  j^i-asitres  ami  business  of 
woritl  divert  the  mind  Crom  the  attentive  strong  conlcmpla- 
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Umi  of  doalhf  Bitd  llic  roniwquoncM  (4  it.  Pensive  thou^t>_ 
Uo  unwolfOiBVt  luid  wr  tiiu<li<>us)j-  MMl(ta?i>r  to  caiwfil  the  au-n 
ty  o(  tiucb  thinf^  »>  ulllict  n;).  Ii  is  ^aid  of  the  wicked, 
Gwl  i»tK>t  ii>  all  liieir  tboughla.  Tba  consid«rUioa  ol'  the  h« 
inspector  ari<l  judjce  of  itieir  actions  is  tornientinc,  therefore 
fill  llieir  miitds  with  t'aithij  iiiin>:inditioiiB,  to  cxcludn  ihu  ilivii 
prcsoncfl.  Wq  rcB<l  uf  ihuiiv,  who  (o  put  far  nwn*  ibo  i.-.vil  dii| 
«hatitu(l  to  ihc  iMiiiiid  of  (hu  viol,  and  drnnk  wine  in  howls,  Ai 
6. 3.  4.  Th«x  aix!  rockoil  oalevp  with  ifao  niotionof  hnlastic  va 
ilio!!.  Aod  sleep  itkos  >wa)'  fear,  hul  (cives  no  saJety.  It  is 
corded  of  .Marius,  bjr  4Cliau,  that  aifler  bis  ovMthrow  hj>  Syllf 
be  was  always  io  coii6tcri>atioii,  fti;  it'  he  heard  the  aotind  of  11 
Inimpots,  and  tbo  noiw  of  (ho  victorious  army  parsniitf;  hii 
And  bin  foara  wer«  do  lonfct-r  quiet  than  whilst  clmiiiivd  wit 
wine  and  sicop;  hv.  Ihvrcfoio  wiis  conlinitally  drunk,  ihni 
miKht  t'ort^vl  hiiuMilf,  bis  tiinioy,  ami  his  (liiDf[Cr.  Tliax  ml 
moke  a  piltful  »hif(  to  for]i;et  their  latter  end ;  and  wbitat 
are  foUowin^  cither  secular  allaira,  or  sensual  (iteasures,  are 
Gonceined  ibr  what  is  lobe  hereafter,  lint  this  diversion 
shortly  be  at  an  end;  for  in  tlioir  lenifuiBhinf;  hours,  when 
wastvd  )H>dy  (uil.i  Iho  ciirii>>)  mind,  and  sfnMial  doiiire  Jails  ll 
man,  then  conscirnre  iIihI  i))>ok<;  with  «  loud  .vokc  Iwlore,; 
loud  and  terrible,  and  hkc  the  rifciil  exactor  in  tb<i  t»r>l>lr  it 
took  bis  debtor  hy  the  throat,  re<)U)te.4  them  to  pay  wh:it  (In 
owe. 

4.  Some  aie  so  buidened  in  inlidclity,  tbji  the  powers  oi 
world  to  come  isake  no  impression  on  their  hcArtc.  They  mil 
but  little,  and  arc  less  aft'ecled  wiih  invipihle  thin)cs.  'Ihi'V  Ita 
tify  lliuni.wlvi-s  wilh  ^ross  Iboiigbtn,  llint  the  xptiit  of  man  vn| 
bJie*   with  Iua  breath,   the  duath   is  Ihu  end   of  this  life,  and 

Sicbegliinini;  of  unoibur,  and  feed  without  fear.     i'Liitc  one  i 
to  rni4&t  of  desl^ctive  evils,  but  unseen  oi  no!  belicv<^d,  ■' 
1)6  b  as  fuarleu  as  a  blind  person  walking  on  the  brink  of  a  <lc 
pid  ,    Indeed  cbt-iu   an   ooiiu   IcM  disttirbvd   with  ihn  lermra  i 
deuth'  'ban  the  eminently  ^ooil,  or  Ihc  extrvoiely  lud  :  For  tk 
one  bort  how  »  Mr^tMid  Imj)>i>  Ihat  deiilh  will  be  to  tbom  an  e| 
liaure  into  life,  and  live  like  (ho  ungeli<,  with  n  joy  ubsfMnkah 
■nd  ^iLtriutis-     The  others  are  as  sensual  and  secure  as  ihe  beai 
that  perish,  having  extin^oished  the  feiir  of  eternal  fwture  evil 
which  is  the  proper  passion  of  reason-     The  apoolle  deelar 
that  knowinc;  the   (error  of  (he    Lord,   we   persundo   men   to 
reconciled  to  biin,  before  the  Miaeon  of  mcicy  bo ixpirod,  2 
5^11.     Bill  (boM  who  have  nii|i5>russed   (he  nalurn)  nolions^l 
eternal  judftmont,  as  tbcy  think   it  beiwatb  (heir  wisdom  to  ' 
pci*suadv<l  by  (b<^  promisirs  of  heaven,  so  l»eiiea(h   their  cour 
Io  h«  terrified  wilh  the  ihreat^nings  of  bell,  and  Lriunipb  over  i( 
ruins  of  cnnKiencA.       Bui  thou|i;h   wicked    infidels   sti^bt    il 
tiu^^tfmtog^^ll^y  abaJlnol  Dscapfi  ibe  veDgeaDce  of  tiod. 
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;  We  have  rewl  of  Noifa,  that  being  vuaed  of  God  of  things 
Qot  seen  u  yet,  moved  with  (ear,  ha  prepared  an  ark  for  the 
saving  of  his  house,  Heb.  11.  His  fear  was  the  native  issue  of 
his  fai^.  But  the  profane  world,  in  whom  sense  was  predomi- 
nant, that  deapised  the  Oiacle,  and  trembled  at  no  jud^ents 
but  what  were  acting  on  the  visible  stage,  thej  ate  and  drank, 
married  and  were  given  in  marriage,  till  swept  away  by  the  un- 
fiaared  inundation.  We  read  that  Lot  being  certified  by  sn  em- 
bassy of  angels,  that  a  deluge  of  fire  would  in  a  few  hours  ponr 
down  from  heaven  upon  Sodom,  he  moat  earoestty  solicited  his 
sons  in  law,  "  Arise,  depart  out  of  this  place,  for  the  Lord  will 
destroy  this  city:"  But  they  entertained  hia  compassionate  ad- 
vice with  derision,  be  seemed  to  them  as  one  that  mocked,  and 
were  surprised  by  thoae  fearful  flames  that  dispatched  them  from 
»  temporal  hell  to  that  which  is  eternal.  Thus  it  was  prophe- 
sied,  "  that  in  the  last  days  there  shall  come  scoffers,  walking 
alter  their  own  lasts,  and  saying,  where  is  the  promise  of  his 
coming  !"  But  let  them  blaspheme  and  acorn  the  most  sacred 
and  terrible  truths,  let  them  perpetuate  their  excess  of  riot,  and 
wild  mirth  while  they  live ;  death  will  come,  and  judgment  as 
sure  as  deitth. 


CHAPTER  III. 

How  the  (lealh  of  Christ  ftees  lis  from,  the  tonnenting  fear  of  Heath.  By 
dying  he  paid  our  raiiBom  to  the  injured  juRice  of  (^,  and  deprives  S»- 
tan  uf  tbe  leaal  power  he  had  over  uo.  His  death  'a  our  mdemption  from 
the  ciiiM  of  death.  It  makes  death  a  blesaed  advantage  to  believera. 
Tbe  happbeBH  obtained  by  death  unfolded.  It  freea  the  sainta  from  af- 
flirting  evils,  and  un  the  cause  of  them.  The  highest  poaitive  good  ob- 
tained by  death. 

ill.  1  now  come  to  show  bow  the  death  of  Christ  frees  us 
from  the  tormenting  feai  of  death. 

For  the  clearing  this,  we  are  to  consider,  that  sin,  Satan  and 
death,  are  enemies  in  combination  against  man  in  his  mortal 
state;  and  the  destructive  power  of  Satan  and  death,  is  from 
sin.  When  man  renounced  his  Creator  and  oalursl  Lord,  he 
was  judicially  given  up  to  Satan  as  the  executioner  of  vengeance, 
and  to  the  power  of  death.  Such  is  the  order,  rather  the  con- 
fusion in  the  world  by  sin.  The  empire  of  Satan  and  death  is 
built  on  the  ruins  of  our  innocence. 

Now  the  Son  of  God  came  from  his  throne  in  heaven  tode- 
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liver  U9:  And  wh«reM  Ihrre  are  two  way*  ofoblBiiiing  frM^oiB 
I'rotn  captiviljr,  flithitr  by  random,  or  bj  power  and  KWiw; 
both  re«p«el*  oiir  d(>liv<'r>n<r<;  from  botujage  lo  llie*e  capital 
mies,  ii  ucrtbod  lo  the  death  of  Chrilt. 

ll  JB  etllt^  our  mnimm,  nnd  ihnt  in  itn  strict  notion  hM  » 
tpect  to  euiXivity :   There  is  oneOod.and  onfi  nediMOr 
lwe«n  (Jod   and  man,  the  in«n   Christ  Jesus;  who  gave  him 
a  rantom  for  all,  1  Titn.  'i.  6.     lii»  lite  was  the  full  pries  of 
libertr  3R>1  salvnlion.     God  docs  not  pardon  iiin,  and  release  (i 
pnnishmont  by  a  pare  abBohite  bcI  of  hit  will  and  authority 
a  trcditor  for^ve*  a  debtor ;  hut  in  xuch  a  vro;  n»  to  pi 
(ha  ri([htni  of  Jiisiice  inviolate.     Therefore  whr^n  man  wu 
voted  to  death,  our  Kedeemer  exchanged  rondJtions  with  hi 
and  offered  up  his  precious  bktod,  I  Pet.  1.  18.  as  our  ranMoi 
Uod  in  the  quality  of  the  king  and  jud^e  of  all.     Such  wu 
dignity  of  his  person,  that  ihe  entire  world,  the  heavens  and 
eartb,  with  oil  their  inhabitants,  are  of  less  value  to  him, 
the  boscHt  dto«a  lo  refined  f;old.     Such  was  the  greatness  of 
MiflVrrinp«,  Fbil.  2,  fl,  in  whieh  the  hiithest  di'jfrce  of  obediem 
and  the  lowe.41  degree  of  humility  nt-rc  rnn]t|>iF»ous,  as  lo 
valuable  compensation,  lo  obtain  eternal  redemption  for  us. 

Now  when  Ood  the  supreme  Judge  ia  satisfied,  Satan  forfi 
Ihe  right  he  had  lo  torment  us,  and  is  divested  of  his  dominii 
over  our  wills;  which  ihouj^h  justly  permitted,  was  nn  usu 
lion  upon  (>od'a  right  in  man  that  can  never  be  extinguished. 
It  ■■  said  by  Ihe  npoMle,  that  our  Saviour  blotting  out  the  band- 
wiiting  of  ordinanre*  th.it  was  against  us,  which  was  contrary  to 
tis,  and  look  it  out  oi  the  way,  nailing  it  to  his  cross,  Col.  ~ 
Me  abolished  the  use  of  llw  ceremonial  law,  that  was  an 
dence  and  indictment  of  their  guilt  who  performed  it,  and  t 
curse  of  Ihe  moral  law  :  It  follon-c,  and  having  spoiled  prini 
polities  and  powers,  he  made  a  shew  of  them  openly,  lriuiii[ 
me  over  them  in  it.  Our  Saviour  died  victoriously ;  Ihe  tree 
infamy  on  which  he  suffered,  was  the  irophy  of  bivcoiM] 
His  death  disarmed  Satan  of  his  weapons,  whorchy  he  subdued 
us,  nin,  Ihe  Uw  and  death  ;  for  though  his  actiinl  triumph  waa  i 
his  resurrection  and  ascension  to  glory,  yet  it  is  jtislly  ascri 
to  his  death  ;  for  that  meritoriously  opened  the  grave  it  his 
urrection,  and  heaven  at  his  ascension. 

And  here  by  the  war  it  is  most  worthy  of  observation, 
our  deliverance  from  our  spiritual  and  most  deadly  eoeaies' 
equally  righteous,  aa  admirable  and  ^orious :  For  our  sufTerinf;  Sa- 
viour appeaaod  tlie  wrath  of  Ood,  nod  broke  the  power*  of  da 
nes».    The  wi«lomand  love  of  God  had  their  designs  inhi«  deai 
aa  well  as  the  m:dice  and  rage  of  Satan;  ashne*  that  arc 
in  the  circumference,  meet  in  the  centre. 

And  as  from  the  tyranny  of  Satan,  fo  Ihe  death  of  our 
deemer  is  our  redemption  from  death,  as  lo  the  corse  and  fi 
dominion  of  it  ;  nay,  has  made  it  a  blessed  advantage  to  us. 


or   DBATR.  ^15 

1.  The  curM  is  removed.  Death  considered  as  the  wages  of 
sin,  is  all  stutg  and  poison,  the  consequent  of  the  spiritual  death, 
and  the  iDtrodoction  to  eternal  deatii.  The  sting  of  death  is  sin 
and  the  strength  of  sin  ia  tho  law,  1  Cor  15.  Death  hath  its 
wounding  power  from  sin,  and  sin  from  the  law,  that  forbids  it, 
that  discovers  its  nature,  and  enhances  the  measure  of  its  guilt, 
aad  deDOunees  condemDation  for  it.  Now  our  Saviour,  having 
ia  our  stead  subjected  himself  to  death,  the  penalty  of  the  law 
for  sin,  there  is  no  condemnation  to  those  that  are  in  Cbiist 
Jesus.  Christ  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curse  of  the  law,  being 
made  a  curse  for  us.  Gal.  3.  Death  inflicted  on  the  saints,  has 
not  that  relation  to  the  guilt  of  sin,  as  to  be  properly  satis&etioa 
to  rerengiog  justice.  Theic  sro  no  petty  payments  to  be  made 
by  our  au&ringa  after  his  complete  satisfaction  to  God.  The 
Lord  laid  on  him  the  iniquities  of  us  all,  Isa.  53. 

It  is  indeed  still  a  declaration  of  God's  holy  displeasure  against 
SID,  for  that  originally  opened  the  way  of  its  coming  into  the 
world ;  and  sometimes  by  the  immaturity  or  manner  of  it,  it  is  a 
chastisement  upon  good  men  for  sin  ;  that  is,  to  make  them  renew 
their  repentance,  and  mortify  their  carnal  affections -that  festen 
them  to  the  world.  For  though  after  the  last  act  of  eviration 
there  is  do  place  for  repentance ;  yet  in  the  approaches  of  death, 
the  soul  is  strongly  excited  by  the  call  of  God  lo  review  its  state 
and  make  solemn  preparation  to  be  found  of  him  in  peace.  But 
it  is  not  in  a  strict  sense  the  malediction  and  vengeance  of  the 
law  executed  upon  them.  The  serpent  ia  turned  into  a  rod  of 
correction  in  the  hands  of  our  heavenly  Father  for  their  good, 
Heb.  12.  As  the  Apostle,  spe^iking  of  some  that  for  their  pro- 
faning the  Lord's  table  were  fallen  asleep,  adds,  that  when  we 
are  jndged,  we  are  chastened  of  the  Lonl,  that  we  may  not  be 
condemned  with  the  worid,  1  Cor.  10.  33.  A  believer  shall  not 
be  hurt  of  the  second  death.  Rev.  2. 

From  hence  it  is,  that  in  the  book  of  life,  the  scriptures,  the 
deolfa  of  the  saints  is  called  a  sleep.  Sidnt  Paul  ai^ues,  if  we 
believe  that  Jesus  died  and  rose  again,  even  so  them  also  that 
sleep  in  Jesus,  will  God  bring  with  him,  I  Utess.  4.  14.  It  is 
observable  how  the  apostle  varies  the  expression,  Jesus  died, 
and  the  saints  sleep  in  him  :  for  he  sustained  death  with  all  its 
terrors,  that  it  might  be  a  calm  sleep  to  bis  people.  'They  en- 
}6y  as  perfect  a  rest  in  the  beds  of  dust,  as  even  in  the  softest 
down.  Stephen,  in  the  midst  of  a  shower  of  stones,  fell  asleep. 
Believers  die  in  peace.  The  'righteous  is  taker  from  the  evil 
to  come,  he  enters  into  peace,  Isa.  57.  1,  8.      Being  reconciled 

*AnnoB  lon^e  glonoaiu  fiiit,  quandoquidem  totum  piti  aobii  ogebatur,  iit 
noD  modo  paHBO  corparU,  Bed  euom  coi^is  ofiectio  pro  nobis  &caret  ?  Et 
quoB  vivificabat  mora,  nibilominus  et  trepidatio  robustin,  et  nMMitia  heto«^  et 
Tedium  alacres,  et  tartwlio  quietm  AcerM,  et  deiolatio  conBolaioB?  Bin. 
Sena.  1.  de  Et.  jAmA-. 
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tn  God  throueh  (ho  \AooA  of  Christ,  t)i«y  are  not  lerrieed  at 
eaW  ;  but  with    sweet  tran(|uillitjr    resign  their   »ouls   unto  h 
Lorit,  now  let  thy  iKTvnnt    depart  in    peace,  for   m}'  ojes    h 
seen  thy  wlvniion,  Luke  2.     There  is  a  viist  difli-rcnec  in  (i< 
account,  belwrt^ii  the  ilcalh  of  the  righleoTi«  amA  tlic  wicked, 
the  tab«marlc  in  the  wildrrness  was  taken  down  with  cnro  n 
Utcir  change  of  station,  and  deiivpred  lo  the  Lcviics'  char|rt, 
order  to  the  raising  of  it  again  with  honor  ;  but  (be  houM  i 
rably  infected  with  the  leprosy,  ww  plucked  down  with  violo 
and  thrown  into   an  unclean   pjaeo  wilh    execration  :  Thus 
death  of  the  saints  ia  precious  in  the  sight  of  iho  Lord,  their 
ic!)  are  kept  in  the  (wsom  of  the  earth,  to  b«  ntUed  in  glory  ; 
the  death  of  the  wicked  is  accursed.     In  short,  as  the  wood 
Mows  cast  into  the    walem  of  Marah,  by  a    inirnculoiis    H 
sweetened  them  ;  »o  the  cross  of  Christ  has  taken  awaj  the 
lignity  and  bitterness  of  death.  ^ 

3.  Death  is  a  MeS'ted  advanla|;e,  and   enriching  gain  to   i 
liever  :  It  hiinp*  him  lo  the  po»9es$ion  of  (bat  ^ood~  thai  inc< 
parably  exceeds  ibc  evil  that  remains  in  it.     For  the   death' 
saint  is  not  total  ;  hulas   in  the   coK-niony  of  purilicalion    U 
leprosy,  one  bird  was  killed,  and  the  other    was  let    iiy  in  th< 
pen  air,  the  mysterious  shadow  of  the  lepers  h<>ing  restored  t 
state  of  liberty  :  Thus  when  (he   body  ales  and   returns  to 
earth,  the  spirit  returns  to  God,  (be  father  ofEpints,  and   foi 
tain  of  life.     Our  Saviourlold  (he   Jews,  I  am  ino   livini; 
that  came  down  from  beui-en  ;  If  any  man  oat  of  this   bread, 
shall  livo  forever  ;  and  the    bread    thiit  1  will   give    is  my  fli 
that  I  will  give  for  thelileof  (ho  world,  John  6.  48.     The 
enly  divine  life,  tliat  Is  communicaled  by  the  spirit  of  Chiist 
beliereis,  remains  entire  when    the  sensilirc  life   is  lost.      Tl 
natural  Older  is,  "There  is  a  time  to  be  born,  and  a  time  to  die 
The  supernaltiral  \»,  theie  is  a  time  to  die,  and  a  time  to  be  boi 
The  death  of  a  saint  is  a  *new  birth  ;  Ihepsinsof  thcdyin|:bo< 
arc  as  thro«8,  whereby   the  ripened    «>ul  is   delircred  into   i 
lam]  of  Ihe  living.     The    happiness  of  a  saint  after  death,    m 
particularly  will  appear  by  considering, 

The  freedom  tie  oblnins  from  all  afflicting  evils  (bat 
numberless  here,  and  from  sin  the  worst  in  its  nature,  and  t 
cause  of  all  ihe  retit.  The  present  world  is  a  labyrinth  of  tho 
in  every  state  we  meet  wtlh  somr-thin^  to  vex  us.  You  may 
well  count  the  waves  of  the  sea  when  enrapMl  by  a  lumpesi, 
the  troubles  to  which  in  this  mortal  open  slate  wt:  arc  expos< 
Man  that  is  born  of  a  woman  is  of  (evr  day»,  and  full  of  lruub]< 
J(A.  M.  I.     A  short  life,  and  many  miseries.      O  our  unbs 
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ira^citjr  I  *   iIm:  l>odjr  is  liable  to  as  many  (JiacaM-s,  a«   (here  arc 
riiotoW^  ;  aiid  lliG   »oiil  lo   as    tmiiy    pcrplcxiiies  as   passions. 
J  (ow  often  are  the  sci-n«9  an*!  hitbtts  cbanged  in  [be  time  of  one 
man  }  tie  that  livos    in  pIcasiirCH,  must  act  (he    inournvr'a  part, 
(Mir  aweelest  comrorls    Uuve   bulilcn    slings  :  And   whatever   is 
most  pleasing,  inajr  occasion  bitter  grief.     And  usually  holj'  men 
bare  a  greater  portion  of  alllictlons    here  :  Somclinies    by    the 
malignity  anil  violence  of  the  Wicked  ;  as   under   llic  law,   the 
lamb  and  (he  dove    were  sacrifioes,   the  emblems   of  innocence, 
and  purity,  and  meekness,  whilst  tbo    vulture   and  the  lion,  the 
grvedy  devuuiers,  escaped.     The  Apostle  declares  of  the  elect, 
Uioy  are  predestinated  to  be   conformed  to    ihe   image   of  God's 
nun,  who  traced  out  Ihe  way  to  heaven  in  his  own  blood,  und  by 
tbe  cross  asccadi-d  lo  the  tbronc.     Soinelimrs  more  immediately 
diriDo  I'rovidcncu  ainjcl*  llieni  to  iirewrve  their  »|iiriis  fiom  the. 
taiitlcd  pleasures  of  (be- world,  and    for   other    holy  t-nds  :    llut 
there  is  a  rest  for  the  people  of  God  in  heaven.       Bvxidcs  there 
are  ralicktof  sin  in  the  best  of  saints  here.     Indeed  sin  is  depo- 
vod  from  »overeigoly  and  lulc  ;  thoiinporious  lusts  are  crucified, 
hut  Doti|uite  expired.     As  those  tliat  were  nailed  to  the  croM  in 
,  iheir  bands  and  feet,  the  p»tU  leant  vital  and  most  bcnsiblc,  died 
painful  lint;crini;dca(h.     Still  (he  (li-nb  lust^i  ugninst   the  spirit. 
Slid  the  spirit  aE.iinsi  ibe  flosb.      A6  tbcre  is  ;i  i-ompk-xion  of  bu- 
^mors  in  hum»n  b4>die!i,  alwaysjarring  wht- n  they  urc  in  the  sound- 
benlth  ;  and  where  there  i»  not  liiis  active  contrariety,  either 
tlw  body  U  witbotit  a  soul,  a  mere  carcass,  or  a  gloiifiod  body  in 
lioaTon  ;  So  where  there  is  not  this   internal    combat   between 
I  and  sin,  either  the  man  is  wholly  t  carnal,  dead  in  sins  and 
iffupainw^ ;  or  wholly  t^pirilnal,  n^igniiig  in  beitveu.      And  there 
nolbing  more  woiks  on  the  tender  affections  ofn  Kiinl,  than  to 
Ind  in  himaelf  what  is  displtafing  to  (iod  ;  that  still  he  is  under 
.  sad  necessity  of  sinning.     What  is  said  concerning  au  old  man 
rasted  and  decayed  in  his  drooping  yi^trs,  that  (he   grassboppcr 
a  burden  lo    him,  is  ti  ue  of  the  new  man  in  a   christian  ;  Ihe 
lint*  that  are  counted  li^bt  in    tbe  valu.ition  of  the  world,  are    a 
beavy  weiglil  (o  him>     Vain  lbongh(»,  idle  word^,  irregular  pas- 
ns,  unprofitable  actions  are  niuiivca  of  bear! -breaking  sorrow. 
iow  death  is  to  a  believer  annnivor^al  remedy    against  all    the 
tnit  of  this  life  :  It  frees  him  from  all  injuries  and  nufl«rings,and 
livra  sin  in  all  ils  degrees,  from  all    incltnaiions  arvd    temptations 
It.     He  thai  is  dead  ceoselh  from  sin.     Death  is  the    passage 


'  T«mpita  angurtatur  Ad  viiam,  dilatniur  ad   mnwriam. 

t  Omnaa  hoininos  aut  mhk  petiHua  cam  «4  nihil  babeiu  spirtnia.    II  ami 

nfld^iot  niN!  rrgpnfntioM.    Aut  sunt  tannmi  fpirinia  nn*  cam*.      li  Mini 

neij ;  (|ni  lani  m  c«to  Maras  (Hiuiilur  jme»  mw  pugno-      Aut  ■uatpanini 

'  ritua,  pwtini  canx    li  Mini  omnea  tanati  par  aptritum  MUMlum  in  CWiMo. 
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from  ttiis  wilderness  to  the  true  Canaan,  the  rest  abovs,  ihit 
flows  with  better  milk  and  honey,  with  innocence  and  hippiaea 
forever.  There  is  nothing  can  disturb  the  peace,  or  cormpt  tht 
putitf  of  the  blessed. 

3.  Besides  the  privatire  advantage,  the  freedom  from  all  tk 
effects  of  God's  displeasure,  and  the  resentments  of  it,  there  ii 
the  highest  positive  good  obtained  by  death  ;  the  spirits  of  jut 
men  are  made  perfect  in  heaven.  The  soul  is  the  glory  ofaun, 
and  grace  is  the  glory  of  the  soul,  and  both  are  then  in  their  ex- 
altation. All  the  faculties  of  the  soul  are  raised  to  the  bi^wti 
degrees  of  natural  and  divine  perfection.  In  this  life  grace  re- 
news the  faculties,  but  does  not  elevate  them  (o  their  hig^ 
pitdi :  It  does  not  make  a  mean  understanding  pregnant,  nor  i 
frail  memory  strong,  nor  a  slow  tongue  eloquent,  but  sanetiiet 
them  as  they  are.  But  when  the  soul  ia,  released  from  this  daik 
body  of  earth,  the  understanding  is  clear  and  quick,  the  raemorj 
firm,  the  will  and  affections  ardent  and  vigorous.  And  they  arc 
enriched  with  divine  tight  and  love,  and  power,  that  makes  then 
fit  for  the  most  noble  and  heavenly  operations.  The  liaeamenti 
tif  God's  image  on  the  soul  are  first  drawn  here,  but  then  it  re- 
ceives his  last  hand.  All  the  celestial  colours  are  added,  to  give 
the  utmost  life  and  lustre  to  it.  Here  we  are  advancing,  but  by 
death  we  arrive  at  perfection. 

We  shall  in  heaven  be  joined  to  the  assembly  of  saints  and  an- 
gels, our  best  friends.  Love  is  the  law  of  that  kingdom,  and 
perfectly  obeyed  there.  Now  how  charming  is  the  conversa- 
tion of  one  that  is  wise  and  holy,  especially  if  the  sweetness  of 
affability  be  in  his  temper  ?  How  pleasantly  does  lime  slide  a- 
way,  in  the  company  of  our  beloved  friends  ?  We  are  not  sensi- 
ble of  its  flight.  But  what  dear  satisfaction  is  it  to  be  united  to 
that  chosen  consecrated  society  above,  who  love  one  another  as 
themselves  ?  Though  the  angels  and  saints  have  different  degrees 
of  glory,  yet  every  one  is  perfectly  happy  and  pleased.  As  the 
strings  of  an  instrument  differ  in  the  size  and  sound  :  Some  are 
sharp  and  high,  some  grave  and  deep,  others  a  mean  ;  and  from  that 
variety  results  the  harmony  of  musick,  so  that  if  every  string  bad 
judginent  and  election,  it  would  choose  to  be  what  it  is  :  So  from 
the  different  degrees  of  glory  in  heaven,  the  most  amiable  and 
equal  order  of  the  divine  wisdom  appears,  that  satisfies  every 
one. 

We  shall  be  in  the  glorious  presence  of  God  and  Christ,  "where 
is  fulness  of  joy,  and  infinite  [pleasures  forever."  It  is  said  of 
Abraham,  "he  rejoiced  to  see  the  day  of  Christ,"  two  tbousand 
years  before  his  coming.  When  by  faith  he  saw  the  incarnation 
of  the  Son  of  God,  in  order  to  the  redemption  of  men,  it  put  him 
into  an  extacy.  Yet  then  our  Saviour  was  born  to  sorrows  and 
miseries.  But  how  ravishing  is  the  sight  of  our  Redeemer,  ''set 
down  (in  the  right  hand  of  the  majesty   on  high,  having   purged 
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our  aina  hj  himself,"  and  accomplished  our  wlvation  ?  ITow  we 
are  abaeot  from  God,  yet  in  believing  his  infallible  prosuies, 
we  "rejoice  with  a  joy  unspeakable  and  glorious  :"  But  bow  mach 
more  joyful  ii  the  fruition  of  thetn  f  Here  the  divine  goodness 
is  derived  to  us  through  secondary  means,  that  weaken  its  effica- 
cy ;  but  in  Heaven  the  consolations  of  the  creator  are  most  pure- 
ly dispensed,  and  his  immediate   excellencies  are  made  known. 

This  blessedness  exceeds  all  our  thoughts,  and  explicate  de- 
sires, and  requires  the  eloquence  and  experience  of  an  angel  to 
set  it  forth.  The  bright  sum  of  it  is  this,  we  shall  see  6od  in  bis 
glory  &ce  to  face,  1  Cor.  IS.  in  the  most  perfect  manner  :  The 
sight  of  his  glory  shall  transform  us  into  his  likeness  ;  we  shall  be 
like  him,  for  we  shall  see  him  as  ho  is,  1  John  3.  This  shall  pro- 
duce in  us  the  most'pure  and  ardent  love  ;  and  love  shall  be  at- 
tended with  inexpressible  joy,  and  that  with  the  highest  praises 
of  the  blessed  God,  whose  in&uxive  presence  is  the  heaveo  of 
heavens. 

And  that  which  crowns  all  is,  that  the  life  above  is  eternal. 
This  satisfies  all  our  desires,  and  excludes  all  our  fears  :  For  on- 
cbangeableness  is  an  inseparable  attribute  of  perfectfeticity.  The 
blessed  are  in  full  communion  with  God,  the  fountain  of  life,  ud 
Christ  the  prince  of  life.  "Because  llive,"  saith  our  Saviftar. 
"ye  shall  live  also."  What  can  interrupt,  much  leas  put  an  end 
to  the  happiness  of  the  saints  ?  The  love  of  God  is  immutablj 
fixed  upon  tbem,  and  tbeir  lore  upon  him.  Here  their  love  la 
subject  to  decays,  and  gradual  alienations  ;  as  the  needle  in  the 
compass,  though  it  always  has  a  tendency  to  the  North-pole,  yet 
sometimes  it  declines,  and  has  its  variations.  But  in  heaven  the 
love  of  the  saints  is  directly  and  constantly  set  upon  God.  The 
light  of  bis  countenance  governs  all  their  affections.  It  is*  as  im- 
possible to  divert  their  desires  from  him,  as  to  cause  one  that  is 
inflamed  with  thirst,  to  leave  a  clear  flowing  spring  for  a  noisome 
puddle.  In  short,  heaven  is  filled  with  eternal  hallelujahs :  for 
there  is  no  appearance  of  sin,  no  shadow  of  death  there  :  all  mis- 
eries are  vanished,  and  all  that  is  desirable  is  possessed  by  the 
saints :  the  circle  of  their  employment  is  to  enjoy  and  praise  the 
divine  goodness  forever. 

Now  is  not  the  blessed  exchange  a  christian  makes  of  the  pres- 
ent life,  for  that  which  is  infinitely  better,  sufBcient  to  make 
death  not  fearful,  nay  desirable  to  him  ?  The  regular  well-ground- 
ed hope  of  this  will  compose  the  thoughts  in  the  nearest  approach 
and  apprehension  of  death:  no  other  principles  or  reMtlutions 
are  able  to  vanquish  the  terrors  of  our  last  enemy.  And  this 
happiness  was  purchased  for  us  by  the  everlasting  treasure  of 
our  BBVioar'a  Mood.  The  satisfaction  of  his  sufferings  was  mer- 
itorious, as  the  merit  of  his  active  obedience  was  satWying. 
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CHAPTEH  IV. 

vrilluxiuidiiig  tlir  uling  oT  ilratli  In  t&keii  ntvn}'.    Sin  lo  kboIinlMit  by  dead 
Tbp  ictnirrii  on^  rmincnllf  pxerriivid  in  ihn  vactimtlrt  with  th<i  I<m  i^n«in]l 
llie  mhinl  body  i«  nut  ca|wble  of  Um  cdntial  life.    Tlie  rMnnMtiott  a{  t 
aaiaH  if  *lL-la.vi<d  ti]|  Uw  eoaiing  of  UiriaL    Tba  rMumctiott  pruvud  i 
trveluioii ;  Aiid  tho  poMibilily  oj*  il  bj  rmMui.    How  tho  ntaunc<ttoni 
ChriH  in  an  oawnuiee  of  the  nappy  rcnumction  of  ihe  «iuiit«. 

BefoK  I  prtice«d  to  the  third  head,  I  shall  resolve  «  queslii 
how  it  cornea  to  pass,  since  betievers  are  freed  from  ihe  sttng 
death,  that  thcr  die,  and  rcinnin  in  a  state  of  dcalh  fur  a  timej 
For  there  are  several  rcn^ons. 

I.  B}-  thiii  means  all  the  HiiifulfraiUies  that  cleave  to  the  Mints  ii 
this  life,  are  al>oli!thcd.  The  hodj-  h  dead  bcenu.M>  of  Bin,  Boir' 
8.  And  what  is  more  hecomiog  the  wise  and  holy  providciiRl 
of  (Jod,  than  that  as  by  sin  man  was  at  first  m»de  suhjeet 
death,  bo  by  death  sin  dies  entirety  forever.  Thus,  as  in  Sami 
son's  riddle,  out  of  (be  devourer  comes  meat ;  and  our  wor 
enemy  i«  conquered  by  hi^  own  weapons. 

S.  Death  is  conrinued  to  Ihe  »AJtits,  for  the  more  eminent  ei 
ereise  and  ilUislralioii  of  their  graces,  for  (he  filory  of  Gorf,  ani 
in  order  to  their  fiitiire  reward.     'Kaitli,  and  Itn-e,  and  pntier 
are  declared  In  their  most  powerful  operations  In  our  eiicnuntt 
with  death.     If  ercry  saint  were  visibly  and  entirely  transialej 
(0  heaven,  ai^er  a  short  course  of  holy  obedience  ;  if  the  wick< 
did  visibly  dropdot^n  quick  into  hell,  faith  would  he  resigned  ft 
sichi  heic.     This  would  (-oufouiid  the  mililant  slate  of  Ihe  chtirehj 
wilb  the  triumphanl.     Therefore  now  de.ith  hiippen^to  (he  sootlj 
«.i  well  as  to  (he  wicked.    In  the  next  statu  they  idinll  be  sepa> 
rated  by  a  %'a!tl  ^ulf,  aud  an  amazing  diflcrcnee.     Kov  failh,] 
whatever  the  kind  of  death  be  that  a  christian  suSers,  srei 
through  the  Ihickest  clouds  of  dis^ce  and  misery,  the  glariniM 
I  Jinie.     As  (he   illustrious  confessor,  who  was  crucified  with  o'fr] 
mvjour,  prochimcil  his  elernal  kingdom  in  ihe  midst  of  infttilt- 
ing  infldcls.     And  our  love  lo  Ood  then  apponrs  in  Ht  rtdiane} 

•Potnnit  niiimn  Ctirlstim  uiiiuii  \toe  ilonorp  emlenttbtui,  ut  nee  tatiTis  ejpe-j 
rlmitur  cmporit  mortcni :  aed  ti  hoe  IMmwi  canii  quadun  AsbeUas  add 
lur,  ndnmwinr  ftdvi  roniittdo.  Quid  mum  m«gnaai  am  *iv«tido  aoa 
moriintcreduiniMt  AonmorilunM?  Qitaato  Mt  mnjiM,<iiia|uofa«tiui^  qtiau- 
tn  laudibiihiH  iu  cmrl«rr,  ul  ae  sperel  moriturus  sine  iSnevicmivni:  Aug. 
do  peee.  Mon.  Lib. !(, 
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vinor,  wlien  we  *re   readjr  for  Ibe  leMimony  or  lira  Irulli, 
and  wlvancing  hia  glory,  to  aulFer  a  violent  death:  Or  when  it 
comes  in  a  gentler  msnner,  for  it  is  even  then  terrible  to  nitUiro^ 
we  are  wiUiii|;ly  subject  to  dJBsolutian,  Ihnt  wc  may  l>e  united  l»J 
Uod  in  heaven.      And  otir  j>!itiGiicc  haii   nvvvr  it;t  prrftct  trorAfJ 
and  is  truly  victorious,  until  this  bst  enemy  be  Kiilxtued.     Dtallix 
is  the  »eal  of  nur  eonntancy  *iind  ptncivrance.     Now  the  rt^it> 
eous  icwarder  nil!  crown   none  bui  those  thai  Hlrire  lanfully^iJ 
and  arv  complete  conquerors.     And  how  wine  and  aweet  is  tin 
oconomy  of  the  divine  providence  in  this,  that  the  frailly  of  ou 
nature  Nhiiiild  atl'ord  us  a  means  of  ^orifying  (lod,  and  of  entil<f  j 
ling  onrs«)vc8  by  his   most  graeious  promises  to  a  blessed  re- 1 
ward  ? 

3.  Our  Saviour,  by  his  unvaluable  ohedirnce  and  vufTcnn^^] 
hail  procured  for  l^clievrrs  a  celestial  divine  life,  of  which  ihi 
natural  iMMiy  ii  »ul  ca)Mble.     The  opoitlls  Milh,   "  VitA  »ni 
blood  eannol  enter  into  the  ibe  kinfcdom  of  heaven."     The  Kx^ 
i);cncici)  and  decays  of  the  sensitive  nature  rei^uire  a  eontinualj 
relief  by  food  and  sleep,  and  other  matenal  supplies:  Hut  ihei 
life  above  is  wholly  spiritual ;   and  equal  to  that  of  the  ani;eli 
Therefore  until  this  earthly  animal  body  be  reformed  and  purified^l 
it  is  not  capable  ol  the  ^lory  reserved  in  heaven.     This  is  so  Bb>f 
soliitely  ret|uisitf,  that  those  believers,  who  are  found  alive  a| 
I  ho  last  day,  ahall  *'  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  he  ehanfied,"  that ' 
Ihi^y  may  be  qualified  for  it.     Now  hticin  the  wiadom  of  God  i* 
wonderful,  tliiii  death,  which  by  tbo  covenant  of  work:*,  una  lh« 
deserved  pct.aliy  of  *in,  by  the  covenant  of  fcr"ce  *li»uld  be  the 
inslrtiinrnt  of  im mort.il ily  :    That  as  Joseph  by  a  suiprising  cir- 
ouil  was  bi'0UG;hi  front  the  priaon  to  the  principality  ;  so  a  believ- 
er by  the  gra^  e  ascends  to  heaven.     This  the  apostle,  in  his  di- 
vine disputation  sfi^iosl  infidels,    pioves  in  a  most  convincins 
manner;  "  TboM  tool,  that  which  thou  sowest  is  not  quickenetli 
urftpl  It  die."     As  the  rotiinc  of  tlie  com  in  the  earth  is  ne- 
oauary  to  the  rcvivinj;  and  liprinping  of  it  up  :  So  wc  must  die, 
■od  the  ima^«  of  the  earthly   Adam  he  sbotithed,  that  wc  va»Y 
be  transformed  inio  the  ima^e  of  ihc  heavenly  one. 

And  to  the  other  pari  of  the  question,  Why  the  KninI*  retnaii 
in  the  stale  of  death  for  a  lime.?  There  is  a  clear  answer.     TIi 
riMuncvlion  of  the  saints  is  delayed  till  Christ's  eominK  to  judK*"^ 
meni,   partly  for  (he  filory  of  his  appe.irance  :  For  whal  an  ad- 
[■irjhk-   viitht   will  it   be,  llial  the  saints  of  all  ages  shall  at  onc4 
arise  glorified  and  iminortalized,  to  attend  upon  our  Haviour  ii 
the   la»t   act   of  his  regal   office,  and  then    to  make  a  IriurrtpbanCM 
entry  with  him  into  heaven  f  And  partly,  that  the  estalilisbed 
order  of  providence  may  not  be  disturbed :  For  the  changing  of 

*  Extnitla  itobis  siitii  Don  ftuMm,  dant  animo  fortimrtiiiin  clorian) : 
lempiu  iDortis  prwponuu  ud  ewmrnxn.    Cypr.  ik  inuriaJ. 
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oar  nature  inio  ^iory,  in  a  sudden  aod  iDcsi^icabtu  manner,  canuot 
Iw  wilhout  miraculous  power :  and  il'  every  b«liever,  preaentlv  af J 
ter  doath,  were  in  his  );lorifie'l  body  translated  to  lieaveo,  tlid 
wnrld  would  be  always  filled  with  miracleii,  which  wftre  to  e«MM 
after  the  suflicicnl  confirmalion  of  the  f^oitpd  by  Ihem.  BuH 
how  long;  m>o>-i>i'  the  interval  he  to  (i>v  resurrection,  it  shall  bM 
with  "  them  ihtil  >ilee|i  in  Jesus,"  n^  it  i.t  with  those  that  awaka 
out  of  a  (fiiiet  natural  sleep,  to  whom  the  longest  nijcht  aeeiafl 
btit  as  a  moment :  So  when  the  saints  (ir»t  awake  from  deatlJ 
in  the  great  morning  of  the  world,  s  thousand  years  will  Men  um 
more  to  them  than  to  God  himself,  but  a»  one  day.  ..     .m 

I  now  come' to  prore  the  third  ihinji,  that  our  Saviour  wifl 
abolish  the  dominion  of  death  orcr  the  saints.  Whilst  the  bodJ 
ies  of  the  splints  remain  in  the  grave,  ihey  seem  to  he  absoluteljl 
under  (he  )>ow<'r  of  death.  The  world  ia  a  (lol^ollia,  fillod  witM 
the  monuments  of  its  victories.  And  it  may  be  said  lo  (liiti  oufl 
last  enemy,  in  the  words  of  the  prophet  to  the  bloody  kianl 
'*  Hast  thou  killed,  and  taken  possession  ?"  But  we  are  assun» 
by  an  iofaltihio  word,  that  (he  power  of  death  shall  he  abolish* 
ed,  and  lite  bmlics  of  the  saints  be  revived  invarrupliblo  and  imj 
mortal.  M 

The  resurrection  is  a  Icrra  incof^ila  to  tlie  wiMSt  he^thcDsaj 
a  doctrine  peculiar  to  the  gospel:  Some  glimmuiiofs  (bey  had 
of  the  aoul's  immorlalityt  without  which  all  viHue  bad  been  wm 
lintuished  in  the  world,  but  no  conjecture  of  the  reviving  of  ihfl 
Itndy.  But  reaaon  a&sists  faith  in  tliis  point,  both  as  to  the  wilfl 
of  Uoil,  and  his  power  for  the  performing  il.  I  will  glance  Upod 
the  natural  rcawns  ihxt  induce  the  eoniiderin^  mind  lo  reccivfl 
Ihis  doetrjnc,  and  more  Inr^ely  show  how  (he  rL'.Mirreclion  uf  ll>M 
just  is  ss»ur*d  by  our  Redeemer.  <  J 

The  divine  laws  arc  the  rule  of  duly  to  the  ontirc  man,  anfl 
not  to  (be  soul  only  :  And  they  are  obeyed  or  violated  hy  tba 
ion\  and  body  in  conjunction.  Therefore  there  must  he  a  retHirJ 
rcclion  of  the  body,  that  the  entire  person  may  he  eiipablc  of  reJ 
rompences  in  judgment.  The  soul  designs,  the  body  exoctUeaa 
The  seiiws  are  the  open  poits  to  admit  lemplattons.  Carnal  ad 
leefions  deprave  (he  soul,  eornipl  lliu  mind,  and  miaload  it.  Thai 
love  of  sin  is  founded  tn  6mio  jucundo,  in  seniriblo  pleasures  ■ 
"  And  the  members  are  the  servants  of  ii)i<iui(y."  The  heart! 
is  the  fountain  of  profane nei>.s,  and  the  tonftuc  expresses  it.  Ani|| 
the  hotly  is  ob!u:quious  to  the  holy  soul  in  doing  or  auGFering  fan 
Ciod;  aitd  drntes  IIS  sensual  sppelitea  and  ^tisfaclioos  in  coiiiJ 
pliance  with  leason  and  grace.  The  "  members  arc  (he  inslrufl 
menis  of  righteousness."  It  follows  then  there  will  he  an  uniJ 
venutl  resurrection,  that  the  rewarding  goodness  of  God  may  ap^ 
pear  in  making  the  bodies  of  his  servants  )[lorioutty  happy  wild] 
thnir  souls,  and  ihcir  sniils  completely  happy  in  uiuon  with  tlicin 
bodies,  to  which  they  have  a  natural  inclination,  and  his  rerenC4 
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ing  juflice  b«  manifest  in  punishing  the  bodies  of  Ul*  widcML. 
with  ttarnal  lormont*  an»w(ria>»le  lo  their  guilt-  a 

And  of  l)te  |M>s*itiiliiy  o(  the  lesurreetion,  the  circular  iioil . 
continual  {irwItKlion  of  ttiiii|ta  in  the  world,  is  a  dear  ilemoiisira* 
tion  of  the  jKiwcr  of  ttod  for  (Ii.ii  iiUvcl.     There  i^  a  pregnant 
InsiMtfte  ihul  our  SavjAur  and  (he  nposllc  made  U!>^  of  as  an  im- 
age of  the  resurrection  :  A  grain  of  corn  »»wi;d   iii  thfr  cnrlb| 
eorrapts  and  dies,  and  after  springs  up  vntirc  ;  its  death  is  u  <lis-%' 
position  to  life.     The  essays  of  (iod'a  power  in  Ihe  worita  of  r*-<' 
turning  nature,   flowers  and  ftuils  in  their  season,  inalruci  ud, 
how  easily  he  ran   make  thoK6  that  are  in  the  dust  to  awake  la 
lift.     If  the  art  of  man,  who^o  power  and  Ekill  are  very  narrow 
and  limited,  can  i«fincgcild  and  jiilvrr  to  such  a  lustre,  as  if  their 
matter  were  not  'earth  digged  out   of  the  mines:    If   fromtj 
black  einderti  it  can  form  crystal  glosses  lo  clear  and  ahiainp 
how    much  more  can  omnipotencr   reeompaet   our    AaiA,  an 
reanimate   it  with  a  glorious  life.'  I)eath  that  dis«olves  our  vital 
frame,  does  not  abolish  the  matter  of  our  bodies:  And  though' 
it  is  corrupted  andchanjrcd  by  a  thousand  accident;,  yet  it  is  un> 
perishing;  and  under  whnl>(>cvci  colorii  and  fi;;ures  it  appear 
God  p«riectly  di»ccrnft,  and  will  st-parale  it  for  its  proper  use. 

More  particularly,  I  will  ithow  how  the  re«urrccUon  of  Chrisi] 
is  ID  assurance  of  the  resurrection  of  believen  to  glory.     A4 
our  surety  be  was  under  Ihe  arrest  of  death  ;  it  becoming  ll>«„ 
holy  majesty  of  God,  and  conducing  to  the  ends  of  hia  govem- 
metll,  not  to  derogate  from  the  dimity  of  his  law,  but  lo  lay  thai' 
penalty  iijion  his  son,  who  inleiposed  for  us.     Now  having  lin* 
ished  (he  work  of  our  redcn)|>tion  by  his  sufTcringa, his  resurrec*] 
Hon  Wiis  the  just  con«C(|Uent  of  hi*)  giMsion.     And  it  ia  obserra^^ 
b(c  that  his  resurrection,  though  one  entire  aet,  is  ascribed  as  Wi 
himself,  so  to  his  father,  Rom.  I.  1 1,  by  wliose  consent  and  eon' 
runenee  he  rose  again.     Therefore  it  is  said.  Whom  God  raisedj 
up,  having  loosed  the  pains  of  death,  since  j[  was  impossible  hd 
should  be  hotden  hy  it.  Acts  3-  S4.     It  was  naturally  impossibld 
upon  Ihe  account  of   the  divine  power  inherent  in  his  person  }| 
and  legally  impossible,  bcoausc  divine  justice  rr-quircd  that  h# 
ihould  he  rni-H^il  to  life ;  partly  to  vindicate  his  innocence,  fbr  h« 
wati   reputed  and  .oulTered  aa  a  malefactor,  and  principally  bc> 
cause  he  had  fully  satisfied  God,     .Acconlingly  the  apofltle  de» 
Clares,  he  died  for  our  dns,  and  rose  again  for  nur    jusliAcalionj 
Horn.  -I.     Having  paid  our  debt,  he  was  released  from  the  gravoi 
and  the   diwbarge  waa  moil  solemnly  published  to  the  worlds 
It  is  Iherefore  satd.  Iho  God  of  peace  raised  him  from  lh«  dead  I 
Heb.  13.  the  act  is  most  enngruously  nwril>ed  unto  Gnd  InvMt^ 
ed  with  thnt  title,  beeaase  his  power  wak  cxerlod  in  that  glori- 
ous Work,  after  he  was  "  reconciled  by  the  bluod   of  the  core- 
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iiMl."  UiieBy,  our  Sivioar'a  victory  ov«i  tleaih  uasobM 
l)y  dying,  his  (riuiu)>li  by  rising  again,     lie  loiktl  our  rotunlc 
enemy  in  bi»  own  territories  lite  grave,     (lis  dculb  was  a  coum 
lerpoiaon  to  ilealh  itself :  As  a  bruised  worpion  »  a  *  noble  ac 
lidotc  H^ain.sl  ils  venom. 

IhiIcik)   his  deaib  is  ineoinparably  o  greater  wonder  than 
IWUrteclioD.     For  it  is  Dp)Mrcntly  more  ditTiciilt  Ibnl  the  »on  ol 
tiod,  who  originally  poHSVisws  iminorlalily,  should  die,  than  tbi 
the   hunuin  Imdy  united   to  bim,   sliould  be  raised  to  a  glorioD 
life.     It  is  more  ronceivable  that  God  should  coramunicate  I 
tbe  human  nature  mnie  of  his  divine  perfeelions,  impassibility^ 
nnd  imiuotlaliiy,  than  that  he  should  submit  to  our  lowest  inf 
alies,  suflcrings  :ind  death. 

Now  the  resurrection  of  Christ  is  the  nrpimtni  and  elaim 
our  happy  rcfturrcction  :  Kor  (lod  ch(>»o  and  nppoinled  him  lo 
the  c-xample  and  principle  frooi  whom  all  divine  blemings  ahoti 
be  derived  to  ua.     Accordingly  he  tells  his  disciples,  in  a  forecil 
ed  scripture,  **  because  I  live,  ye  shall  live  also."     Our  natur 
was  raised  in  his  person,  and  in  our  nature  all  believers :  Tber 
fore  he  is  called  "  the  riret-fniils  of  them  that  sleep  ;*'  becsua 
as  (he   htst-fruils  were  »  pledf^o  nnrl  aMuiancc  of  the  followit 
harvett,  and  aft  from  the  eondiiiim  of  the  first-fruils  being  ofiWr 
to  God,  the  whole  harvest  was  entitled  lo  a  conMscraiion,  so  on 
Saviour's  resurrection  to  the  life  of  )(lory  is  the  earnest  and 
sursnce  of  ours.     He  is  called  "  the  first-born  ankong  (he  dead 
and   owns  the  race  of  departed  believeis  as  his  brethren,  win 
shall   be   restored   to  life   according  lo  his  pattern,     lie  is  th 
head;  believers  ant  hia  ineinbcns,  and  therefore  shall  have  cot 
munion  with  him  in  his  life.     The  clTccl  is  so  infallible,  that  not 
they  are  said  lo  be  raised  tip  together,  and  made  to  sit  in  hcai 
enly  places  in  Christ  Jesus,  Kphe».  2.  6.  If  his  victory  over  ou 
enemies  had  been  imperfect,  and  he  had  saved  him.'wlf  with  di^ 
Acuity  and  hazard,  [as  It  weic  by  firej   in  the  apostle's  exprej 
Bton,  our  redemption  bad  not  been  accomplrshed  :   But  his  pas 
sioD  was  iriiirophunt )  and  ia  it  conceivable  thai  he  should  leav 
the  saints,  hi.i  own  by  so  many  dear  titles,  under  ihc  power 
death  ?  If  Moses,  the  deliverer  of   Israel  from  iho  tyranny 
Pharaoh,  Exod.  10.  26.  would  not  Mifler  any  ihing  of  theirs,  nQ 
an  hoof,  to  remain  in  the  house  of  bondage  ;  will  our  great  R( 
decmer  be  leiis  perfect  in  his  work  ?  Shall  our  last  enerav  alway 
detain  bis  HfroiU,  our   bodies,  in  the  graver  This  would  reflet 
upon  his  love  and  |>ower.     It  is  recorded,  to  confirm  our  hopei 
how  early  bis  power  was  displayed  in  forcing  the  grave  lo 
lease  its  chained  captive* :  And  many  bodies  of  saints  whit 
slept  arose,  and  came  out  of  their  graves  after  bis  reitirrcctioij 
ana  went  into  the  holy  city,  and  appeared  unto  many  ;  Mat. 

*  <^  tiU  ipM  piilcberrimiim  mediriuivntum.     C«I«W. 


or  Aath.  365 

58,  S3.  What  better  e<irueBt  can  we  have  that  the  strength  of 
death  is  broken  ?  From  what  he  has  done  to  what  he  is  able  to 
do,  the  conaeqiience  is  clear.  The  apostle  tells  us,  He  will  raise 
our  vile  bndtes,  and  change  them  like  unto  his  glorious  body,  b; 
that  power  whereby  he  ia  able  to  subdue  all  things  to  himself; 
Phil.  S.  31.  Our  redemption  wilt  then  be  complete,  Rom.  6. 
S3,  and  all  the  bitterness  of  death  past.  The  redemption  of  the 
soul  ia  Bccompliihed  from  sin  and  miserj  immediately  after  death ; 
but  the  redemption  of  the  body  is  the  last  in  order,  and  reserved 
to  crown  our  felicity  at  the  great  day  :  Then  death  shall  be  swal- 
lowed op  in  victory,  I  Cor.  13.  abolished  forever. 

And  O  the  joyful  reunion  of  those  dear  relatives  after  such  a 
divorce !  when  the  body  that  was  so  long  detained  in  that  bath- 
some  grave,  I  Cor.  16.  shall  be  reformed  with  all  ^orious  per- 
fections, and  be  a  fit  instrument  for  the  soul,  and  partaker  with 
it  in  consummate  blessedness  and  immortality.  It  is  said,  that 
those  that  wear  rich  clothing  are  in  Kin^s  houses :  But  what 
are  all  the  robes  of  costly  fully,  wherein  earthly  courtiers  appear, 
to  the  brightness  and  beauty  of  the  spiritual  body  wherewith  the 
saints  shall  be  clothed,  to  qualify  them  for  the  presence  of  the 
king  of  kings,  and  to  be  in  his  booAe  forever .'  Out  0  the  miaer* 
able  condition  of  the  wicked  in  that  day !  Death  now  breaks 
their  bodies  and  souls  into  an  irreconcilable  enmity ;  and  how 
sad  will  their  conjunction  be  !  The  soul  will  accuse  the  body  to 
have  been  sin's  solicitor,  continually  tempting  to  sensualities  ; 
and  the  body  will  upbraid  more  than  ever  it  allured  the  soul,  for 
its  wicked  compliance :  Then  the  sinner  shall  be  an  entire  sacri- 
fice, burning,  but  never  consumed  ;  Mark  9.  Now  from  the  as- 
surance of  a  blessed  resurrection  by  Christ,  the  forementioned 
fear  of  death  is  conquered  in  believers.  If  the  doctrine  of  the  * 
transmigration  of  souls  into  bodies,  the  invention  of  Pythagoro, 
inspired  his  deciples  with  that  fiery  vigor,  as  to  encounter  the  noit 
present  and  apparent  dangers ;  being  fearless  to  part  with  the 
life  that  should  be  restored  ;  how  much  more  should  a  ehriatian 
with  a  holy  confidence  receive  death,  knowing  that  the  lUa  af 
his  body  shall  not  be  finally  lost,  but  renewed  tn  a  blessed  eter- 
nity ? 

**  Paticw  errors  wo  quos  ilia  timonim 
Hanmufl.  baad  urpt  leti  raauu,  iada  rasndi 
In  fttrum  mens  prona  viria,  onimsq ;  eapaoHi 
MoTtn,  « ignavum  radttufv  parean  vin.         £yBM. 
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to  God  tlirotif^h  the  Itlood  of  Christ,  iliey  are  not  terrified  at  lii« 
call  ;  l>ut  with  sweet  (ran(|uilHty  resign  their  Minis  unto  hita; 
l.orii,  now  let  thy  warrant  depiirt  in  jieacci,  for  my  eyta  haT* 
NE^eii  Ihy  salviittod,  Luk^  'i.  There  Li  a  vaal  ditTercnct^  in  (iod*s 
aocuUDt,  bclwf  cii  ihe  death  of  the  righleowt)  and  the  wicked.  A* 
the  tabernacle  in  Iho  wilderness  wn6  taken  down  with  eare  nf 
their  change  of  station,  nnd  <lrlivercd  to  (he  Levites'  ehari;e, ' 
order  to  the  rnl.*lng  of  it  .igain  with  honor  ;  hot  the  house  inC 
rably  infected  with  the  leproay,  was  phickod  down  with  tiolencCi 
and  thrown  into  an  unclenn  place  with  cieeration  :  Thus 
death  of  the  saints  is  precious  in  the  sight  of  lh«  l^rd,  their  bd 
jes  are  kept  in  the  bosom  of  the  eailh,  to  be  ratficd  (n  glory  ;  ar 
the  death  of  the  wicked  is  accursed.  In  short,  as  ihn  wood 
Moses  cost  into  (he  wiitrrs  of  Marnh,  by  a  injrnculnus  vir 
sweetened  them  ;  so  the  croMi  of  Chrisl  has  taken  away  the 
lignity  and  bitterness  of  death.  ' 

2.  Death  is  a  blessed  advantage,  and   cnricWnp  ie;aiii  to   a 
Hcver  :  It  brings  him  to  the  possession  of  thai  ){ood    thai 
parably  exceeds  the  evil  that  remains  in  it.     For  ihe   death 
saint  is  not  total  ;  hut  3»    in  the   ceremony  of  purification    fr 
leproay,  one  bird  was  killed,  nnd  the  other   was  let    fly  in  the 
pen  air,  the  mysterious  .shadow  of  the  lepers  being  restored  tc 
state  of  liberty  :  Thus  when  the   body  dies  and    returns   to 
earth,  the  spirit  returns  to  God,  the  father   of  kpirils,  and    fou 
tain  of  life.     Our  Saviour  told  the   Jews,  1  am  the   livini;    br 
that  came  down  from  heaven  :  If  any  man  cat  of  this   bread, 
shnll  live  forever  ;  and  the    broad    that  I  will   give   is  my  fleS 
that  I  will  give  for  the  life  of  tho  world,  John  fi.  48.     Thehval 
enly  divino  life,  tlint  is  communicated  by   the  spirit  of  Ohrltt ' 
believcis,  remains  entire  when    the  sensitive  life   is  lost, 
natural  order  is,  "There  is  a  time  to  l>c  born,  and  n  time  lo  dfe ' 
The  supernatural  is,  theie  is  a  time  to  die,  and  a  time  to  be  bor 
The  death  of  a  saint  is  a  'new  birth  ;  the  pains  of  the  drioK  bod 
are  as  throes,  whereby   the  ripened    soul  is   rtettvcred  into 
londof  the  living.     The   happiness  of  ■  saint  aDer  death,   ror 
particularly  will  appear  by  considering, 

The    freedom    nc    obtains   from  all    afilicling   evils  that   af 
numberless  here,  and    from  sin  the  worst  in  its  nature,  and    tl 
cause  of  all  the  rest.     The  present  world  is  a  Ubyrinth  of  ihor 
in  every  state  we  meet  with  something  to  vi-\  un.      Vou    may 
well  count  the  waves  of  the  sea  when  enraged  by  a    tempert, . 
tlie  troubles  to  which  in  this  mortal  open  .state  we  are    expose 
Maji  that  is  bom  of  n  woman  is  of  few  days,  and  ftill  of  Irnubll 
Job.  14,  t.     A  short  life,  and  many  miseries.      0  our  unhspp 
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L-xjjnciljr  !   *  (b«  ixMljr  U  liable  (o  4s  many  diseases,  u   ihare  are 
iiitfmban ;  amt  the   houI  to   as   maiij'   perplexities  as   passions. 
ilow  often  are  tliv  sri-n«»  jukI  liiibiu  changed  in  (he  lime  of  one 
man  ?  lie  that  lives   in  pleastiiea,  must  act  the   mourner'a  part, 
our  awmicat  eoinroils   nave   hiddon   stings  :  And   whatever  is 
jnoM  |>Icuing,  may  occasion  bitter  giier.     And  umioIIj'  holy  men 
bavtt  ■  greater   portion  of  atSiclions   here  :  Somulimcs   b;-    the 
uKlif^ity  nnd  violence  of  tbc  Witked  ;  as   under   the  law,   the 
Uinb  >iid  the  dove   wero  Mcrificcs,  the  emblems   of  innocence, 
and  purity,  and  meekncati,  whiUt  iho   vulture   and  the  lion,  the 
greedy  devouiera,  eneaped.     Tbc  Apostle  declares  oflbc  elect, 
Ihey  are  predestinated  to  be   Conforinvd  to   Ihc   image   of  God's 
son,  who  traced  nut  the  way  lo  heaven  in  hia  own  blood,  and  by 
the  eroM  ascended  to  the  throne.     Sometimes  more  itnmedialcly 
divine  Providence  alllicis  iheiu  lo  preserve  thoir  spirits  from  the 
tJiinlcd  pleasures  of  the  world,  anil   for   othti    Imty  ends  :    But 
ihcn^  is  ur<:sl  for  the  people  of  Ciod  in  heaven.      Bei'ulKS  there 
we  relicks  of  sin  in  the  best  of  Mints  here.     Indeed  sin  in  dcpo- 
Bed  from  sovorci^ty  and  itde  ;  the  imperious  lusts  are  erncified, 
but  not  quite  expired.     As  ihoMr  that  weic  niiikd  to  the  rrww  in 
(heir  hands  and  feel,  ibc  pnit.'«  least  vital  and  niont  nensiblc,  died 
)•  painful  linj'i.'rin;;dealli.     Still  the  Hesh  lusls  against   iho  spirit, 
|«ik1  the  9|>iril  a!;ninsi  the  flesh.     As  there  is  a  rumplcxion  of  hu- 
^nors  in  human  bodies,  always  jarring  when  they  are  in  the  sound- 
irsl  health  ;  and  where  there  is  not  this  .-ictive  contrariety,  either 
Libe  body  is  without  a  soul,  o  mere  caruiMi,  ur  a  ^loiificd  body  in 
'leaven  :  So  where  tberc  is  not  this   internal   ronibnt   between 
_         and  ein,  eithi-r  the  man  i»  ivholly  {  rattial,  dead  in  sins  and 
lrespassc»  ;  or  wholly  »piri(ual,  roigniug  in  he.i\en.      And  lber« 
'is  nothing  mor<-  works  on  (he  lender  aflettioo^  ofa  saint,  than  to 
ind  in  himaelf  wbul  is  diipk-asing  to  (iod  ;  that  still  he  is  under 
sad  neceAsily  of  sinning.     What  is  said  concemrng  so  old  man 
vasted  and  decayed  in  bis  drooping  years,  that  the   grasshopper 
a  htu^eii  to   him,  is  true  of  tho  new  man  in  a   christian  ;  (he 
»)i>s  that  are  counted  light  in   (be  valu.ilion  of  the  world,  are   a 
beavy  weight  lo  him.     Vnin  tliuughts,  idle  ivordn,  irregular  pas- 
lions,  unprofilabld  actions  are  rooiivcs  of  heart -breaking  wrrow. 
low  death  is  to  a  believer  anuniversal  remedy    against  all   the 
iriU  of  this  life  :  It  frees  him  from  all  injuries  and  sufTerings,and 
rnm  sin  in  all  its  degrees,  from  all   inclinations  and   temptations 
it.     He  that  is  dead  ccas«lh  from  &in.     Death   is  the   passage 

*Te(iii)UBaiigiisiMur  ad  Tiiam,  dilataturad  mi>«riam. 

t  Omaas  botninm  ant  sunt  Mnitui  cam  rt  idhil  liatMnt  spirtnis.    li  sunt 
sUeka  niit  nftn^mirm^.    Am  wn*.  Mitimi  irpiritiM  rins  chuml     li  Mtn( 
I ;  qiil  Jail)  in  rmln  Mtirtik*  fniiiaiiir  punt  nns  pufin*-     Aut  sunt  panim 
dfiRM.  paitini  ttro.    li  tunt  omnua  miau  pft  tfiiritiim  saaetum  in  Cnrino. 
r.  ^cnt.  JwJ. 
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eye  to  eee  lliin^  ^riglXt  bj-  dMMing  r«rr4>shin)c  wiler,  by 
fyiiig  roAniiig  lire,  Kom.  I.  4.  correa))Oii(lcn(  to  fiis  Mcred  ope 
tions  in  the  soul.     As  ihit  Spirit  of  truth,  h«  illiimiastes  the 
dcmtMKling  to  seo  (h«  rtTXtmn  and  excellency  of  .Hupvrn«tunl : 
hcuvenly  things,  o(  ihe  great  inyHtcries  of  ^jodliiiew,   n(  niernti 
glory;  so  (hat  a  christian,  in   his   most   deliberate,   solenta 
oomposed  ihoaghls,  in  his  exactest   valuation,  infioitely   jmi 
Ihcm  bcforo  Ihd  ^udy  vanities  of  this  transient   world. 
the  eyes  of  the  mind  arc  truly  enlightened,  preBcnl  ihinn  i 
or  ralhvr  disappear,  as  NttadowM.     Aa  lh<!  Spirit  of  holiness, 
renews  (he  will  niiil  afli-rlions,  insjiireti  Ihe  m>u1  wiili  divine  and 
unu1t«-rahle  desireii  uflor  (he  I'svor  and  grace  of  Cod,    and 
muiiicates  spiritual  power  for  the  prosecuting  and  oi>iaininc  tt 
desires.     The  Holy  Spirit  raises  such  a  love  to  Uod,  that  Jiabil 
ally  and  strongly  inclines  the  soul  to  ohey  his  eoitimands. 
is  the  most  clear  and  csscntiiil  character  of  a  chriatian,    the 
dal  and  most  exceDent  property  of  ii  s;iinl,  u|K>n  which  all  otC 
holy  qiinlifications  dcjiend.     As  reason  is  the  first  and  chief 
eellcnfe  of  man,  from  whence  his  other  perfeciionn  are  deri* 
that  distinguish  him  from  ihc  brutes,  and  t^ive  liim  n  natural 
regular  preeminence  and  dominion  over  them,  so  that  u   man 
most  properly  defined   a  rcn9onal>le  creature  :  'thus  the  lore  i 
God  is  the  moM  divine  grace,  the  true  form  of  holiness,  the 
from  whence  all  oiher  virtucii  spring  and  douiiith,  and  most 
linrly  disiini;iiish  a  saini  from  uiiregenerale  men,  howi-tcr  ailor 
ed  and  aecomplishcd;  so  that  a  saint  is  most  properly  dcAoed 
be  a  lover  of  Uod. 

This  is  Iho  principle  of  true  holiness  inherent  in  the  soul, 
shining  in  the  conversation,  that  distinguishes  the  sincerity   ott 
saint  from  (be  art  uf  hypocrisy,  an  aflccted  appearance  of  relij 
for  carnal  sordid  re.flpeets  ;  and  from  civil    virtue,  ihat   restrafM" 
from  what  is  ignominious  and  disgraceful  to  our   reputation,   mmI 
makes  obnoxious  to  penalties  of  ihe  laws,  and  excites  to   prali 
worthy  actions,  upon  worldly  motives;  and   from    phitosophit 
morality,  that  forbids  vice  as  contrary  lo  reason,  and  comment 
Tlrtue  as  the  chief  ornament   and   peKeclioo  of  human  naiur 
without  a  regard  to  please  and  glorify  God. 

And  divine  lore  is  Ihe  principle  of  universal  holiness.     Lol 
is  called  "  the/ulfiUing  of  the  /fiw,"   as   it   is   a   eomprehensill 
■race,  and  as  it  draws  forth  all  ihe  active  powers  of  the  soul 
ifo  God's  will  in  an  exact  manner.     Universal   obcdiene*  is 
exercise  of  love  in  various  instanees.     As  the  spouse  in  the  . 
of  Sotoman  is  transformed  in  divers  representations;  *ometn 
as  a  sister,  sometimes  a  warrior,  sometimes  as  the  ke«per   tiSi 
vineyard,  but  she  always  acted  as  a  lover,  and  her  chief  bunini 
was  to  please  her  beloved-     This  allegorical  description   of 
church,  signifies  that  when  the  soul  is  inllamed  with  the  love 
Ged,  (bat  aCTeetioD  will  be  active,  and  discover  itself  in  all  it  ds 
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our  BuiB  by  himself,"  and  accomplished  our  Hlvatioo  ?  Now  we 
are  absent  from  God,  yet  in  believing  his  iofallible  prosuMs, 
we  "rejoice  withajoj  unspeakable  and  glorious:"  But  now  much 
more  jojrfui  is  the  fruition  of  them  ?  Here  the  divine  goodness 
is  derived  to  us  through  secondary  means,  that  weaken  its  effica* 
cy  ;  but  in  Heaven  the  consolations  of  the  creator  are  most  pure- 
ly dispensed,  and  his  immediate  excellencies  are  made  known. 

This  blessedness  exceeds  all  our  thoughts,  and  explicate  de- 
aires,  and  requires  the  eloquence  and  experience  of  an  angel  to 
set  it  forth.  The  bright  sum  of  it  is  this,  we  shall  see  God  in  his 
glory  face  to  face,  1  Cor.  13.  in  the  most  perfect  manner  :  The 
sight  of  his  glory  shall  transform  us  into  bis  likeness  ;  we  shall  he 
like  him,  for  we  shall  see  him  as  ho  is,  1  John  3.  This '  shall  pro- 
duce in  us  the  most  pure  and  ardent  love  ;  and  love  shall  be  at- 
tended with  inexpressible  joy,  and  that  with  the  highest  praises 
of  the  blessed  God,  whose  influxive  presence  is  the  heavea  of 
heavens. 

And  that  which  crowns  all  is,  that  the  life  above  is  eternal. 
This  satisfies  all  our  desires,  and  excludes  all  our  fears  :  For  on- 
cbaogeableness  is  an  inseparable  attribute  of  perfect  felicity.  The 
blessed  are  in  full  communion  with  God,  the  fountain  of  life,  mi 
Christ  ihe  prince  of  life.  "Because  1  live,"  saith  our  Savitfur, 
"ye  shall  live  also."  What  can  interrupt,  much  Jess  put  an  end 
to  the  happiness  of  the  saints  ?  The  love  of  God  is  immutablr 
fixed  upon  them,  and  their  love  upon  him.  Here  their  love  u 
subject  to  decays,  and  gradual  alienations  ;  as  the  needle  in  the 
compass,  thou^  it  always  has  a  tendency  to  the  North-pole,  yet 
sometimes  it  declines,  and  has  its  variations.  But  in  heaven  the 
love  of  the  saints  is  directly  and  constantly  set  upon  God.  The 
light  of  his  countenance  governs  all  their  affections.  It  i^  as  im- 
possible to  divert  their  desires  from  him,  as  to  cause  one  that  is 
inflamed  with  thirst,  to  leave  a  clear  Sowing  spring  for  a  noisome 
puddle.  In  short,  heaven  is  filled  with  eternal  hallelujahs :  for 
there  is  no  appearance  of  sin,  no  shadow  ofdeath  there  :  all  mis- 
eries are  vanished,  and  all  that  is  desirable  is  possessed  by  the 
saints :  the  circle  of  their  employment  is  to  enjoy  and  praise  the 
divine  goodness  forever. 

Now  is  not  the  blessed  exchange  a  christian  makes  of  the  pres- 
ent life,  for  that  which  is  infinitely  better,  sufficient  to  make 
death  not  fearful,  nay  desirable  to  him  ?  The  regular  well-groond- 
ed  hope  of  Ibis  will  compose  the  thoughts  in  the  nearest  a^^roach 
and  apprehension  of  death :  no  other  principles  or  resolutions 
are  able  to  vanquish  the  terrors  of  our  last  enemy.  And  this 
happiness  was  purchased  for  us  by  the  everlasting  treasure  of 
our  saviour's  blood.  The  satisfaction  of  his  sufferings  was  mer- 
itorious, as  Ihe  merit  of  his  active  obedience  was  satisfying. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Tb«  rewoiu  wliv  belu!v«n  dio,  >dc1  w«  la  n  Maw  of  death  for  a  ihne, 
willialMKliiig  til?  ining  nr  ilcntli  ix  isllrin  nivnf.    Sin  i*  >1m>I)*I>^  by  i 
The  gnterr  nrr  fmincntly  cjerrUed  in  ihi;  rnpmmtcr  wijh  the  twi  pi 
Thenatumlbody  ii>iKHca]i«lilD  ad'tlweelmtiallilb>    Tha  tMDn*aiaB  of  1 
aalDH  ia  detayod  till  \lm  eomiug  of  Cliriat    Th«  iMurraeiion  provod  i 
twelaikin ;  utd  tli«  poMibifity  of  h  bf  rcMon.    How  tho  roBurrevtioa  i 
ChriM  U  nn  uhihuicc  of  the  nappy  rcHumction  of  Uie  minU. 

Before  I  proce«d  to  the  thin)  bead,  I  shall  resolve  a  quesltoD 
how  it  comes  to  pass,  since  believers  are  freed  from  the  sting  i 
death,  (bat  they  die,  and  rciDBm  in  a  state  of  dcalb  fur  a  timej 
For  there  are  several  rtiuons. 

I .  Bj-  this  means  all  the  sinritl  finillie^  Ibatcleavo  to  Iheuinls  ill 
this  life,  arc  abolished.     The  Iwdj-  is  dead  beeaune  of  sin,  RotH,J 
8.     And  what  is  more  becoming  the  wise  and  holy  pruvidcnr 
of  Uod,  than  that  as  b^  sin  man  was  at  first  made  subject 
death,  so  by  death  sin  dies  entirely  forever.     Thus,  as  in  Sarop 
son's  riddle,  out  of  (be  derourer  comes  meat ;  and  our  wor 
enemy  is  vontjuercd  by  his  own  weapons. 

S.  Death  is  conlinucd  to   Ihc  Miints,  for  the  more  eminent  ei 
ercise  and  illuslr.ilion  of  their  grace*,  for  tlie  plory  of  God,  and 
in  order  to  their  future  reward.     "Kaiih,  and  love,  and  pnlieiic 
are  declared  In  their  most  powerful  operations  in  oar  encounK 
with  death.     If  every  saint  were  visibly  and  entirety  translate 
(o  heaven,  after  a  short  course  of  holy  obedience  ;  if  the  wiekc 
did  visibly  drop  dow  n  qntrk  into  hell,  faith  would  be  resigned  U 
niehl  hcic.     This  would  ronfouud  the  militant  slate  of  the  ehttrrhl 
with  the  triumphant.     Therefore  now  death  happen*  to  the  good 
as  well  as  lo  the  wicked.     In  the  next  statu  they  ivhtill  be  sepa- 
rated by  a  %'anl  ctilf,  aiid  an  amazing  diflerenee.     \ow  failhj 
whatever  the  kind  of  death  be  thai  a  christian  suRers,  srei 
through  the  thickest  clouds  of  disgrace  and  misery,  the  gloriiiid 
Umio.     As  (he   illustrious  confessor,  who  was  rrucilicd  with  ottrj 
mvjour,  proclaimeil  his  eternal  kingdom  in  the  midst  of  inMilt- 
ing  inlidels.     And  our  lovo  to  God  then  appe.in!  in  Iff  radianc) 

•Poterat  nntoni  (.'hristii*  uilam  \toc  c^Dciar"  credpnliNm,  ut  l»eo  latins  ejpe- 
rlmiur  coipori*  tnoiWni :  sed  ak  Iim  linuM>(  canii  (lUKdam  fisKdiaa  add 
lur,  RUnuanlor  lUd  Ibnltudo.  Qiwl  «ium  mapiuni  vnl  f  ivando  «M 
niorifiuierMieriniHi  nonmoriiuitMi?  Qiunto  om  mnju*,  qiiafuo  f<wtiu%  (^ian> 
to  InudibiliiiH  ila  rrMlcre,  ul  ae  aperet  moriluruB  aine  fine  tktuiwnf  A«r"' 
dr  pcvf.  Man.   LiK  3. 
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ami  viKor,  ivKen  we  arc  ready  for  the  icslimon)'  of  bJs  Iruib, 
and  advancing  his  ^orj,  lo  suffer  a  violent  death  :  Or  when  it 
crimes  in  a  f^enller  ntanaer,  fur  il  is  even  then  iRrrible  to  naluro, 
we  are  i«iUin^ly  subject  (o  dissolulion,  that  wc  may  be  uniti'd  lo 
God  in  heaven.  And  our  patience  has  nt-vcr  its  perffcl  tvwk, 
and  is  truly  viclorious,  until  (his  Ust  cnKm}*  he  Hihducd.  Death 
is  the  seal  of  our  connlanc}/  •mid  pfrMverance.  Now  the  right- 
eous tewardcr  will  crown  none  but  thoM  that  strive  lawfully, 
and  are  complcle  conquerors.  And  how  wise  and  sweet  is  the 
ceonfimy  of  the  divine  providence  in  this,  thai  (he  frailly  of  our 
nature  should  afford  us  a  lueaiis  of  glorifying  God,  and  of  entit- 
ling ourselves  by  his  most  gracious  promises  to  a  bleswd  re- 
ward ? 

i.  Our  Saviour,  by  his  unvaluablc  obedience  and  stilTerines, 
has  procured  for  believers  a  celestial  divine  life,  of  which  Inu 
natural  body  is  nut  ca}>ahte.  The  apostle  saitb,  "FIcKh  and 
blood  cannot  enter  into  the  lh«  kingdom  of  heaven."  The  Kx- 
if^eneics  aod  ducaya  of  the  senMlive  nature  lequire  u  rontinunl 
r'tlief  by  food  and  sleep,  and  other  malf:rtal  supplies:  Hut  the 
life  above  is  wholly  spiritual ;  and  et^unl  lo  that  of  the  ani;els. 
Therefore  until  this  earthly  animal  I>ody  be  lefoimed  und  purified, 
it  is  not  capable  of  the  glory  reserved  in  heaven.  This  is  so  ab- 
solutely tcquisitc,  that  those  believers,  who  are  found  alive  at 
(he  last  day,  aball  **  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  be  changed,*'  that 
thry  may  be  qualified  for  il.  Now  hcioin  the  wiadom  of  God  is 
wonderful,  that  dniilh,  which  by  the  cov<>nant  of  work.-*,  was  the 
deserved  penalty  of  sin,  by  the  covrnant  of  grace  should  be  the 
instrumtnt  of  imniorUliiy  ;  That  as  Joseph  by  a  suiprising  cir- 
cuit was  brought  from  the  prison  1»  the  principality  ;  so  a  believ- 
er by  the  grave  ascends  lo  heaven.  This  the  apostle,  in  his  di- 
vine disp^Jtalion  against  infidels,  proves  in  a  most  convincing 
nsoner;  "  Tbou  tool,  that  which  thou  sowest  is  not  qiiickonnd 
axeept  il  die."  As  the  rotting  of  tite  corn  in  the  earth  is  ne-' 
eesaary  to  the  reviving  and  bprinE:ing  of  it  up  :  So  we  mtisl  die, 
and  the  image  of  the  earthly  Adam  be  shotiabed,  ihal  we  may 
be  transformed  into  the  image  of  llic  heavenly  one. 

And  to  the  other  part  of  the  question,  Why  the  sninls  remain 
'le  state  of  death  for  a  lime .'  There  \»  a  clear  answer.  The 
incclion  of  the  ^nts  is  delayed  till  Christ's  coming  to  judg- 
lenl,  pnrily  for  the  glory  of  bis  appearance  :  For  what  an  ad- 
nirible  Mghl  will  it  be,  that  the  saints  of  all  ages  shall  at  onc« 
uiae  gk>nne<l  and  immort^dtxed,  to  attend  upon  our  Saviour  in 
the  last  act  of  his  regal  office,  and  then  to  make  a  triumphant 
entry  with  him  into  heaven^  And  partly,  that  the  cslablished 
order  of  proridenee  may  not  be  dtsltirbod :  For  the  changing  nf 

■Exmiiia  nobis  sunt  non  rura^ra.  Hint  ani ran  IfaRJliidinisKlonsm:  ona- 
innpiii  nmnia  pru^xiant  ud  coranank    Cj/pr.  lU:  uonal. 
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P«l«rrcf;>rdmlu'ilhaiiiun;lciu]vre)ebi9  life  ituin  our  mItiHoo, 
he  wax  rcpvllei)   with  in()is;nalii»i.     IJnpariillelcd  lovt'!  no  In  ~ 
ihai)  divine,  transoettttiiig  M  (ho  iiiiiUuces  uf  hun)aii  iilTvctioR 
The  highest  kind  and  exce»s  of  love  among  n>vn  is  lo  die  fo 
another,  and  the  highest  degree  in  that  kiitd  is  lo  die  to  save 
eneatjr ;  and  of  this  our  Saviour  it  the  sinf^ular  example  : 
incomprchcnsiblu!  ll   (>it»>f)>  knowledge,  and  all  understandJi 
hut  hi!!  who  e\)>rc8sed  it.     HU  love  was  equal  to  (he  height 
his  glor^  from  whence  he   descemled,  and  the   dcplb  of  hia  8u( 
reriiiga  that  he  susUiaed  in  our  stead,     hy  washing  us  from  ou 
sins  10  his  blood,  ho  makes  ua  kings,  Rev.  I.  dignifi<^a  m  with 
spiritual  sovcrcigntj  over,  not  onlv  defiling,  but  disturbing  pa 
siODt.     The  (recst  and  most  confideal  sinner  in  the  world,  thi 
rebels  against  the  divine  laws  without  restraint,  is  a  slave, 
only  under  the  chains  of  bis  imperious  lusts,  but  in  that  be  is  lii 
hie  to  the  scouri^ings  of  conscience  whenever  awakened,  and 
the  servile  fear  of  death  evcijr  day.     But  the  sincere  christia 
has  a  clcor  and  sweet  peace,  a  blenscd  tranquility  from  the  tor- 
menting apprehensions  and  fear*  of  d«ath,  (hat  are  (be  Just  oim)^_ 
sequences  of  guilt.  ^| 

une  of  (he  ancient  *  Romans  highly  celebrates  the  Astrono* 
mers,  who  discovered  the  true  causes  of  the  eclipses  of  the  bub 
and  moon,  and  freed  the  world  from  (he  double  darkness  of  ig- 
norance and  fear  ;  for  before  that  diBcovery,  men  believed  the 
obscuring  of  those  great  lights  were  the  fainting  fits  of  nature, 
and  mortal  symptoms  (hrea(ening  an  universal  c^ilamity.  But 
what  praise  and  blessing  is  due  (o  our  Saviour,  who  halb  giren 
us  infallible  assurance  that  the  death  of  the  righteous  is  not,  as 
the  heathen  world  imagined,  an  irieparable  loss  of  life,  bu(  a 
short  eclipsing  of  the  low  and  mean  light  (hat  is  eominon  Is 
sensitive  creatures.  In  be  restored  more  esecllen[  and  perma- 
nent in  heaven,  where  those  stars  shine  in  the  divine  preseoe^H 
forever.  *'  Tlianks  be  to  God  which  nvcs  us  the  victory  throu^^' 
oar  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  This  ahouhl  render  him  infinitely  pre- 
cious, to  us,  and  inflame  our  hearts  with  desires  equal  to  our  ob* 
ligations  to  serve  him. 

(S.)  Let  us  make  it  the  great  design  and  main  business  of  our 
lives  to  remove  from  our  souls  ihc  just  fears  of  death.  It  is  ooi 
of  the  solemn  follies  of  the  world  (o  fear  where  there  is  no  cause : 
As  if  a  sentinel  should  mistake  glow-worms  in  the  night  for  lighted 
matches,  and  give  a  fabe  alarm :  But  it  is  a  worse  folly,  tboi^ 
pleading,  not  to  fear  when  there  is  (he  greatest  reason  (o  exeitt 
It.  And  it  is  to  in  the  present  case  ;  for  the  most  are  wilhoat 
(he  fear  of  death,  (hat  should  make  them  serious  in  preparing 
for  it :  Nay,  to  maintain  their  security,  are  as  unvtilling  (o 


*  Maeti  iiigenio  osa  C*^  iniupnteSf  remmaiw  natuno  capaeat^  arpii 
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coDKienee  deHari-  Ihe  wrclchediieaa  of  their  cDii<litiot)  with  res* 
p«fl  to  etrrnily,  as  Ahah  wu  (he  prophet  Micauh,^who  alwtiya 
foratoU)  evil  things  to  him. 

-  II  wu  the  chief  rfe^ign  of  the  philosophers,  by  principles  or< 
reason,  to  fortify  themMnres  ngninst  nil  frifchtful  acri<lMilit,  nnif 
with  ft  masculine  mind,  with  an  nrdcnt  and  generou»  spirit,  In* 
encounter  this  inevitable  eril.     When  one  of  ihem  was  threat-, 
ened  by   the  emperor  AotigonuB  with  present  death,  he  boldly, 
rtplied,  Threaten  this  to  your  dissolute  eourtiera  that  are  eof(-j 
MM  and  melted  by  aensual  pleasures,  and  easily  reeeptirc  of  ter-' 
rible  impreiwions,  not  to  a  philosopher  to  whom  ocalh  is  con- 
teuptibte  in  any  appearance.  This  was  a  piece  of  affected  brave-' 
ry;  for  pagan  philosophy  eould  never  furnish  Ihem  with  armor 
of  pioof  aeainst  (he  dart  of  our  last  enemy.     Bui  the  gospel  as-' 
auring  us  thai  death  is  an  entrance  into  immortality,  mdkes  that 
to  be  Ihe  reality  of  a  christian,  that  waa  a  viiti  boast  of  Ihe  phi- , 
loMphem. 

Now  that  we  may  be  established  in  that  Messed  tranquility 
thai  death  cannot  discompose,  the  following  directions  arc  inli* 
nitely  useful. 

[I.]  We  must  pve  all  diligence  to  be  in  a  slate  of  reconcila- 
tion  with  God.  The  things  retjuisiie  to  that  are,  as  Ihe  apostle 
declares,  Repentance  towards  Uod,  and  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  Acts  iO.  2).  Repcnlanec  includes  a  godly  sorrow  for 
sins  past,  without  parlialily  in  Ihe  heart  and  converMtton.  It  is 
called  repentance  from  dead  works,  Heb.  6.  I.  the  proi>cr  name 
of  our  sins,  that  deserve  eternal  death.  By  repentance  we  re- 
mm  to  ohedienc-ft  that  is  due  to  God  our  maker  and  lawgiver.  , 
Faith  respects  (he  Hedeemer,  who  by  his  blood  shed  on  the 
cross,  and  plesded  in  heaven,  reconciles  God  to  penitent  sinners. 
The  belief  of  bis  merciful  and  powerful  mediation  for  our  ac- 
ceptance and  pardon,  works  by  love,  2  Cor.  S.  14.  and  constrains" 
S to  dedicate  ourselves  in  a  devoted  propriety  to  hit  glory  and 
vice,  and  to  live  acconling  lo  that  dedii^ation.  These  two  are 
absolutely  neecMary  lo  the  vital  and  salvifical  slate  of  a  chris-, 
tian.  .\nd  as  soon  as  a  peison  sincerely  repents  and  believea, 
he  is  justified  before  God  ;  and  if  he  dies,  will  certainly  obtain 
eternal  glory.  This  should  be  Ihe  early  and  most  speedy  work 
of  our  lives :  For  the  delay  of  repentance,  and  neglect  of  secur- 
ing the  favor  of  God,  arms  death  uiih  more  slings  and  terrors. 

The  infiniie  danger  of  this  1  will  unfold,  to  awaken  Ihe  care- 
less and  aecure.  The  devil  i*  a  sophisler  in  perfection  ;  and  hii 
ordinary  and  sutceifiiful  artifice  to  elude  the  force  of  present  con- 
rjelion,  and  wrap  men  in  sin  ami  damnation,  is  to  inaucc  Ihen  lo 

'Falls  qui  potuh  r«rum  fofitoWM^  c. 
AlOM  MMMa  mortis  «l  bioorabtla  fuma 
Sntjacii  padibut.  f'irgH- 
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delay  llie  great  woiL  of  the  ««ul  till  afterward.  H«  u  not  to 
foolish  to  tell  Diem,  as  bo  did  our  dni  purctils,  Vv  sliall  not  dil 
for  llie  teiupt3tton  is  ho  palpiible,  tlint  it  could  deceive  uc 
Thou)(h  the  evidence  mid  certainly  of  au|>eriiatural  trullts,  tl: 
disturb  (he  Hvcuril)'  of  tiiimcrs,  i»  Mmeliuies  ohscured  by  affec 
ed  doublj ;  yet  there  is  no  artifice  that  can  resist  the  full . 
Mronj;  conviction  ia  men,  that  death  is  inbvttable.  Though  . 
ture  recoils  ftom  it  with  sbboience,  yet  this  Had  troth  is  to  vii 
Me  that  it  forces  an  assent  from  all.  Those  who  arc  titular  Gc 
the  Kroatcst  princes,  are  not  so  rain  as  to  pretend  (u  an  exem 
tioo  uy  privtlef;e  from  that  fatal  necessity  ;  they  caonot  fancy 
l>c  embalmed  alive,  and  that  nature  may  b«  made  incorruplib 
by  art.  The  palace  is  as  near  the  grave  as  the  cottage :  Tber 
fore  the  devil  cherishes  in  men  fond  hopes  of  a  long  life. 
»ome  optic  glosses  deceive  the  sight,  and  make  a  superficial  re| 
resenlalion  in  colors  on  a  wall,  but  two  or  three  steps  dislsnt 
appears  a  long  deep  j^llcry  :  Thus  the  iGmpter  by  a  dangerouit 
deceit,  presents  lo  the  imagination  the  fatal  term  at  a  great 
trace ;  and  sioce  he  cannot  lessen  the  certainty  of  dcalh 
nen*s  belief,  he  lemoves  the  image  of  it  out  of  their  meoMiri* 
to  weaken  the  impression  that  it  is  capable  to  make  on  their  i 
fectlons.  They  dare  not  venture  to  die  as  they  live,  careless^ 
salvation,  and  unprepared  for  their  accounts  with  God  ;  iher 
fore  they  suspend  the  workings  of  eonscienee  by  a  seeming  coi  _ 
pUance;  they  resolve  at  random  to  convert  and  reform  heroaf- 
ter,  but  will  not  determine  at  present  to  forsake  their  sin«.  The 
tempter  insinuates  there  will  be  a  Inng  interval  between  ibe  pre- 
sent  time  and  the  last  hour,  that  i^all  decide  their  state  forever ; 
Ihat  it  will  be  a  converuvnl  season  to  prepare  for  the  other  world 
when  lIiGV  have  done  with  this ;  as  if  repentance  were  best  at 
last,  when  there  are  no  lemplatinns,  and  (hcicforc  no  danger  of 
retracting  it.  .\nd  the  heart  uf  man  is  a  great  ilalterer,  very 
subtile  to  deceive  and  ruin  him  with  vain  resolutions  of  a  devout 
retirement,  and  becoming  seriously  religious  hereafter ;  And 
thus  by  an  easy  perroiaslon,  he  gratifies  the  present  desires  of  tbe 
flesh,  and  goes  in  a  circuit  from  one  vanity  to  another,  till  death 
surprize  the  prosumcr.  It  is  very  applicable  to  this  purpose, 
what  is  related  of  Ak-a^us  the  poet,  who  from  every  season  of 
the  year,  took  ntgumcnts  to  give  a  new  title  to  bis  intemper- 
ance :  The  Spring,  he  said,  required  liberal  drinking,  in  sign,  of 
joy  for  the  renovation  of  nature  ;  the  Summer  to  temper  our 
heat,  and  refresh  our  thirst ;  it  was  due  to  Autumn  that  is  dedi* 
caled  lo  the  vintage  ;  and  Winter  required  it  to  expel  the  cold, 
(hat  would  congeal  the  blood  and  spirits:  Thus  he  |ttead«d  for 
the  allowance  of  his  excess.  .\nd  so  men  in  the  several  ages  of 
life  (that  are  correspondent  to  the  seasons  of  the  year)  frame 
some  excuses  to  delay  icpenlancc,  and  give  some  color  to  tk 
rebellion  against  God,  who  commands  us  to  bear  bis  voiced 
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daj,  obediently  and  iinmedialely,  upon  no  leu  ]>etialty  than  be- 
iiiK  cxchided  from  his  blessed  rest  foreTcr :  Heb.  2.  7.  8.  Vet 
the  aeil -deceiving  sinner  preaches  another  gospel  lo  hiiaKir,  Mid 
think*  the  vanities  of  childhood,  the  pleasures  of  youth,  the  bu- 
aineM  of  middle  age,  and  th«  infiiinity  o(  old  age,  are  plausible 
preteoees  to  put  ofT  Ihc  serions  work  of  repentance  ;  O  (hat 
such  would  duly  oonnidvr  Ihc  dcupcralv  uncGtlainly  upon  which 
ipen  build  ihoir  ho|>vs  of  future  rt^penlaneL',  and  divine  accept- 


^  (1.)  Men  delay  repentance  upon  the  presumption  of  •  long 

life :  But  what  is  more  uncertain  ?     It  is  the  wiwlnm  and  good* 

DOBS  of  God  to  conceal  in  his  irapenetfable  counsels,  ihc  time  of 

our  •ojoiirning  here  ;  For  if  men,   though  liable   to  death  every 

hour,  and  thorcforo  vhotild  be  under  just  fear,  lest  it  surpnie 

tbpm  unprepared,  yd  ngAinst  so  strong  a  curb,  run  with  that  ex- 

Jtorbitant  rehGoieuce  after  Ihc  present  world ;  how  much  more 

Hoentioui  would  they  be,  if  secured  from  sudden  death  ^     But 

none  ean  promise  lo  himself  one  day.     Death  comes  not  accord- 

ing  to  the  order  of  nature,  but  the  decrei?  of  fJod.     How  many 

iu  tim  llower  of  their  youth  and  strength  Ihoiifcht  t he tn selves  at 

u  great  distance  from  death  as  the  Hasl  is  from  the  Wotit,  when 

.there  was  not  the  space  of  an  hour  between  them  and  death,  be- 

een  them  and  holl  ?     The  lamp  suddenly  expires  by  a  blast 

wind,  when  there  is  plenty  of  oil  to  feed  it.     The  rich  roan 

biroitelf  with  designs  of  sensual  enjoyments  for  many 

s,  yet  did  not  see  the  dawninft  of  the  next  morning ;  "  thou 

i>l,  this  nijcht  shall  thy  soul  he  r<^<{uired  of  thee."     This  sentence 

pninounced  tn  heavi^n  against  thousands  that   are    now  alive, 

>nv(-rsant  in  the  vanitipsand  business  of  the  world,  mating  and 

drinking,  playing  and  trading,  andallunconcernedas  to  dying,  yet 

shall  breath  their  IasI  before  to-morrow,  and  their  unwilling  souls 

be  rent  from  the  embraces  of  their  bodies.     In  various  manners 

men  die  from  inward   and  oulwjird  causes;  an  apoplexy,  sn  im- 

posthume,  a  Hux  of  rhi^um  stopping   respiration,  kills  ihc  body, 

without  any  pres;>pi"i;  sijjns  of  denln  :  as  if  the  roof  and    all    the 

chamberH  should  f^ll  within  the  house,  while  the  walls  arc  stand- 

tng  entire.     .And  how  many  unforeseen  accidents,  and   therefore 

inevitable,  put  a  sudden  period  to  life?     Is  it  not  our  truest  wis- 

doai,  by  an  eaily  repentance,  to  prepare  for  death,  when  the  sea- 

mAon  is  cettainly  short,  and  hut   uncertainly  continued,   and   Ibe 

V^omission  is  irrep»r<-ible  } 

^  (2.)  Suppose  life  be  eoi'tinucd,  yet  sinners  (hat  delay  repent- 
Kancc,  can  have  no  rational  hopes  that  ihcr  shd)  sincciely  repent 
Kin  time  (o  come.    For, 

K*     1.  Savinft  repentance  is  the  gift  of  God:  And  is  it  Iflcely  tb&t 
m  those  who  have  been  insensible  ofthe  loud  and  earnest  callsof  the 
Word,  inflexible  to  the  gracious  methods  of  his  piovidencc  load- 
ing them  to  repentance,  should  at  last  obtain    converting  grace  ': 
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Tbi-  gftles  of  the  Siunt  are  very  (ransieni,  and   blow   where   be 
pleaiii-s  ;  and  ran  it  bo  expt^cled  ihat  lhos«  who  have  wiirully  ai: 
oflvn  re5i»1cd  btm,  should  bj  an  exuberant  fflvoiir  iccvivv    atlcr^ 
wnrda  more  powerful  grace,  to  overntlc  thoir  Mubbom  wills,  an 
tuake  Ihetn  obedient  ^     To  expect  divin«  |;raco,  and  the  powoi 
ful  workings  of  the  Spirit,  after  long  restating  hia  holy  excjtatioe 
is  both  onrcnMnable  and  tinrerealed.     It  is   written   as  with 
8UD-b«atD,  that  God  will  graciously  pardon  repeating  sinners  thi 
reform  their  lives  ;  but  it  is  no  where  promised,  that  be  will  git 
saving*  repentance  to  those  who  securely  continue  in  ain,  upoDI 
corrupt  confidence  they  will  repent  at  last.     OurSnvioiir  threat 
ens  to  bim  that  neglects  the  improving  the  grace  that  is   olFered^ 
"  thai  which  he  hath  shall  be  takeu  away :"  yet  men   unwillitil 
at  present  to  forsake  their  sins  of  pleasure  and  profit,  vainly  bof 
they  shall  obtain  grace  hereafter,  without  any  promise  from  G< 
and  agativst  the  tenor  of  his  tbreatnings.     Uod   has  ihreatene 
that  his  Spirit  "  shall  not  always  strive  with  rebellious  ainnera,'^ 
and  then  their  state  is  remcdik'ss.     This  may  he  the  case  of  ma- 
ny in  this  life,  who  arc  insensible  of  their  misery.     As  consump^^ 
live  persons  decline  by  degrees,  lose   (heir   appetite,  color   )uwH 
strength,  till  at  last  they  are  hopeless:  so  the   wilhdrawings  o^^ 
the  Spirit  arc  gradunl,  his  motions  are  not  so  strong  nor  freoueni; 
and  upon  the  continued  provocations  of  the  disobedient,   fiually 
leaves  (hem  under  lhat  most  fearful  doom,  "  he  thai  is  filthy,  let 
him  be  filthy  still ;  he  that  is  unrighteous,  let  him  be  unn^hleous 
still:"  and  thus  punishes  them  on  this  side  hell,  a*  he  docs  the 
damned,  by  giving  them  over  to  sin.     It  is  a  bloody   adventure 
for  men  to  indulge  their  carnal  appetites,  as  if  they  had  inlallible 
assurance  that  they  should  not  die  in  an  impenitent  stale.     The 
delayer  does  not  regularly  trust,  but  tempt  God. 

3.  Suppose  the  holy  Spirit  be  not  totally  withdrawn,  yet 
every  dny's  continuance  in  sin,  the  heart  is  more  hardened  aeainq 
the  impressions  of  ^rncc,  more  averse  from  returning  to  God,  ai 
repentance  more  difhcult  and  hazardous.  The  last  guilty  dispo- 
sition that  seals  up  the  damnation  of  sinners,  ia  impenitetKC.  Now 
he  that  delays  the  returning  to  his  duly,  shall  have  more  cauM 
to  repent  hereafier,  but  iesa  will  and  power;  for  sin  repeated, 
mikcs  him  more  uncapnble  of  repentance,  and  lhat  which  is  in- 
disposition, will  become  nvrrscness  and  obstinacy.  The  heart 
with  diflicully  changes  its  last  end.  Actions  may  be  suddenly 
changed,  when  there  is  a  disability  to  perform  ihcm  ;  but  the  in- 
ward inclinations  to  sin,  without  supernatural  renen  ing  grace,  re- 
main. It  is  therefore  the  sublilty  of  the  old  serpent  to  make  ths 
entrance  of  sin  easy  :  for  bo  knows  lhat  custom  is  a  second  na- 
ture, and  has  ■  mighty  power  in  us :  "  can  an  Ethiopian  change 
his  skin,  or  the  leopard  change  his  spots  ?  then  may  you  who  are 
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accustomed  to  do  evil,  do  good."     If  »in  in  its  inJiuicj  can   mak»    ! 
aueb  resistance,  that  the  spirit  of  grace  is  foiled  io  bis  utolioaa  to 
rescue  the  soul  from  its  bondage,   bow  much  more  wbeo   it   is 
grown  into  a  confinned  babil  .^     Tlicrcforc  ibe   aposllc  urges  so    \ 
zealously  ;  "  lo-dny,  if  you  will  hear  his  voice,  hnnlcn  noc  your    | 
beaits,  lest  nny  be  bsidoncd  Ihrougb  the  doccilfulncHS  of  eia." 

(3.)  How  uncertain  is  it  wbclher  God  will  accept  the  addrca- 
•es  of  such  at  last  ?  We  arc  commanded,  "  seek  the  I^rd  while  . 
be  may  be  found  ;  call  upon  him  while  he  is  near."  The  liniila-  ' 
tion  implies,  if  the  season  be  oeglecled,  he  will  hide  bis  face  for-  i 
ever.  Now  in  cases  of gieat  momcol  and  hazard,  what  diligence,  ' 
what  caution  should  he  used  ? 

I .  Consider  bow  derogatory  it  is  to  his  majesty,  to  oflcr  to  him 
the  dreg<)  of  our  age,  (he  relics  of  n  licentious  careless  life,  spent  . 
in  the  works  of  vanity.  I.i  this  to  give  glory  to  God  ^  Jer.  13.  16.  ' 
Contempt  provokes  superiors  as  much  as  actual  injuries:  bovr  < 
villtfying  is  it  at  bis  eternal  greatness,  that  men  lavuhly  waste 
lh«  best  of  their  time  and  strength  upon  their  lusta  ;  and  when  , 
through  weakness  of  ago,  or  the  violence  of  a  dis«aa«,  ihcy  can 
no  more  do  (be  nets  of  »in,  nor  relish  (he  pleasures  of  sio,  Io  pre-  ' 
•ume  that  Ond  will  upon  their  prayers  forgive  tbcir  sins  so  long 
indulged,  and  of  audi  violent  provocations,  and  receive  tticm  into 
bia  kingdom,  as  if  he  coutd  not  be  happy  without  them,  and  it  I 
were  bis  interest  Io  receive  them  ?  God  baa  taid  his  exccptioiu  \ 
against  such  addresses :  he  may  ]u»lly  stand  upon  bis  greatness  'i 
and  honor:  "  if  yc  offer  (be  Mind  for  a  sacrifice,  is  it  not  evil?  J 
and  if  ye  olfer  the  Inmc  and  sick,  is  it  not  evil  ?  ofTer  it  now  (o  J 
thy  governor,  will  be  bn  pleased  with  it,  to  accept  thy  person,  i 
saith  the  Lord  of  hosts?"  As  the  Lord  upbraids  the  Jews  lor  i| 
their  black  ingratitude  in  bargaining  for  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  Io  j 
have  bim  betrayed  to  their  malice ;  "  a  goodly  price  thut  I  was  j 
prized  at  of  (hem  :"  eo  wbcn  there  is  an  universal  prostration  of  I 
all  (he  powers  and  faculties,  when  the  spirits  are  damped,  the  vi-  j 
taj  heat  is  cbeckrx),  and  (be  function  of  (he  senses  is  obsirucled,  1 1 
then  to  seek  to  God  for  uiinrcy,  and  to  make  fair  promises  of  obe-  | 
dienee,  he  may  justly  reproach  the  presumer,  a  goodly  time  you  t 
have  allotted  for  me  i  Your  youth  and  Mtength,  the  golden  ago  -| 
of  life,  has  been  wasted  on  your  lusts,  and  in  the  business  of  the  I 
world ;  and  the  wretched  remains  you  think  worthy  of  ray  ac-iJ 
roptance.  I 

i.  Consider  what  sincerity  or  moral  value  is  in  religion  that  A 
merely  proceeds  fiom  bitter  constraint.      It  is  a  rule  in  law,  Fal' 
sum  til  earn  peptriate,  cui  mortua  filiua  exlractwi  ait :  It  is  not 
a  natural  birth  when  the  child  is  extracted  from  the  dead  motlier : 
it  is  not  genuine  piety  that  is  extorted  by  the   rack,   whilst   the  •■ 
heart  fnlf  of  relwctancy  docs  not   truly  consent.     Pure  religion  j 
flows  uneompelled  from  love  to  God  ;  it  is  the  dregs  that  com*  i 
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lorlli  wilb  prosaiiif;.     U  i»  oli««rved  of  the  larulilcs,  thai*  whe 
"  (lod  slew  tbi-iii,  (hey  sought  tiiin,  and   returned  and    iaqui 
early  after  (jod."     But  it  is  added,  "  oevertheless  thrj-  did   fla 
terhiru  with  ilieir  mouths,  and  ihcy  lied  to  him  with  their  tongue 
for  their  hraris  were  not  right  with  him,  neither  were  they  «tt 
fan!  til  his  covenant."     How  oflcn  does  pxperiencr  convince 
nf  the  iii«flicacy  of  a  sick-bed  repentance }     How  many  that  W( 
derout  and  mournful,  with  one  fool  as  it  were  in  ihc  grave,  a| 
another  ia  hell,  and  were  as  a  brand  placked  out  of  the  fire ; 
when  the  fear  of  death  ja  reffio?ed,  all  (ho  terrors  of  conscter 
the  rclij^ious  aflcelions  tliat  were  felt   and   expressed   by   thel 
vanish  as  tbe  muniin^  dew  f     Now  converting  grace   is  disti 
guinlied  fay  its  radic^ation  and  etTieacy,  not  only  Trom   (he   mc 
pre(ences  of  those  who  know  their  own  insincerity,  but  from 
real  woikin^  of  conscience,  and  the   imperfect   dispositions 
good  that  are  in  the  unrenewed.     And  those  persons  who 
(be  return  of  health,  have  returned  to  their  sins,  if  they  had  dii 
with  llicir  religiou:^  reiiohiiions,  would  have  presumed  that  thi 
Kpeniaiiue  was  unto  life,  and  of  (heir  interest  tn  the  divine  m( 
«y.     "  The  heart  is  deceitful  above  all   things,"   and   above 
things  deceitful  to  itself,     liesides,  when  sinners  are  plunged 
deep  distress,  when  the  shadow  of  death  sits  upon  (heir  eyo-ltd 
(hoy  may  with  plentiful  effusions  of  tears  desire  Hod   to  reret 
tbcio  to  heaven,  not  to  sec  and  praiM:  his  adorable  cxcollencjl 
not  to  please  and  gloHfy  him  forever,  but  as  a  sanetunty  from 
venging  joslice,  a  refugi^  from  hi'll.     And  will  such  pi-ayen  pr 
vmI  ?     VVhat  swells  the  confidence  of  sinnei-fl,  but  unworthy 
tiouaof  (tod,  as  ifa  forced  and   foimal  confession   of  (heir   aig 
could  deceive  his  all  •discerning  eye ;  and  desires  merely  tcrmii 
Sited  on  themselves,  were  sufficient  to  teeoncflo  his  offended 
jesty  ? 

(3.)  There  i«  nothing  renders  men  mure  unworthy  of  mer 
than  a  continuance  in  sin,  upon  presumption  of  an  eair  pardc 
at  last.     This  is  a  most   provoking  abuM!  of  his  goodness  ae 
long  suffering,  that  should  load  thorn  unto  repentance,  Rom. 
He  c«n  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eve,  in  the  beating  of  a  puis 
eat  off"  (ho  sinner  :  It  is  as  easy  to  bis  power  as  to  will  it.     An 
there  is  no  consideration  so  melting  and  moving  as  his  Clerac 
oy.     We  rend  of  David,  that  be  had  more  (ban  once  in  his  poi 
er  Saul,  lii.s  uiiju!<t  and  cruel  enemy,  yet  spared  him:  Tbe  elT 
of  it  was,  that   Saul  was  softened,  and  under  ^uch  con^umptJa 
of  spirit,  that  he  wept,  confessed  his  guilt,  and  persecuted  hi^ 
no  more,  overcome  by  (hat  unexampted  love  :  If  a  man  find 
enemy,  will  he  let  him  go  ^  I   Sam.  26.  81.     Yet  men  take 
TsnUge  from  the  goodness  of  God,  securely  to  despise  his  Ian 
The  habitual  sinner  thinks  (hat  Hod  is  so  gracious,  such  a  lovf 
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uf  Boulit,  SO  easy  to  be  inlnNilCfl,  itmt  iipuii  lii;)  4ljii)|;  prayer, 
*'  I.fli-(1  rcnicriiHor  nic  in  thy  kiiifctliim,"  the  nnswvr  nil)  he,  '*  to- 
diy  thou  sli.ttl  )i(-  wilh  tiic  in  Paioilinc."  Thin  is  llio  ilvccitful 
principle  upon  which  men  usuMly  hiiilil  their  l]Qpc»,  nit  nctions 
l)»l  hear  Itic  image  of  their  niimis  clt^arly  manifesl.  Now  this 
presumptuous  indulgence  gives  the  ileopest  grain  to  their  uns, 
and  makes  them  more  uncapablc  of  pnitlon.  Chrvsostom  oh* 
serves,  that  Judas  was  encouraged  to  belrny  his  master,  presum- 
ing on  hilt  lenity,  goodnesM,  benignity  ;  which  considerations  in- 
tolerably aggravated  his  treason,  and  confounded  his  liopes. 
There  is  a  urcadful  threatening  against  thoac  who  reject  ibe 
invitAlion*  uf  grace  in  llicir  prosperity,  and  when  the  righteous 
judge  cones  to  sentence  and  execution,  are  earnest  suppliants  for 
mercy.  Because  I  have  eallcd,  and  ye  have  refused ;  I  have 
stretched  out  my  hands,  and  no  man  regarded  :  but  ye  have  aet 
3l  nought  all  my  counsel,  and  would  none  of  my  reproof:  I  will 
also  laugh  at  your  calamity,  and  mock  when  your  fear  comet : 
When  jour  fear  comes  as  a  desolation,  and  your  destruction  as  a 
whirlwind  when  distress  and  anguish  come  upon  you.  Then 
»}iall  they  call  upon  me,  but  (  will  not  answer ;  they  shall  aeok 
utc  early,  but  shall  not  find  nic  :  For  they  hatcil  knowledge,  and 
did  not  clioos«  the  foar  of  (he  I-ord,  I'rov.  1.  A  doleful  case, 
beyond  all  possible  expre.*.-*ion  !  when  the  sinful  creature,  for- 
saken of  all  comforts  below,  addresses  to  heaven  for  relief,  and 
meets  with  dcri.«ion  and  fury,  scorn  and  indignation.  The  fool- 
idb.  vingiiis,  careless  to  prepare  for  Ike  bridegroom's  coming,  in 
raio  at  last  discovered  their  want  of  oil,  in  vain  solicited  the 
wise  virgin's  for  supply,  in  vain  knocked  at  the  door,  crying, 
Lord,  I.ort),  open  to  us,  Mallh.  3d.  The  .inswer  was  severe 
and  peieiupioiy,  I  know  you  not ;  and  tbey  were  forever  exriu- 
^i  from  the  joys  of  heaven. 
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CHAPTEK  VII. 

It  in  moKt  inconnuoiu  U>  dclny  oiir  rFconciliotiun  wiih  God  till  the  time  ttf 
■irkiMvu.  it  IB  vtry  uiLruniforlahiu  M  iMiiy  i(  liU  Otir  <lri'titiui|;  tim*. 
Tli«  VBiiiijr  of  inun's  |>r^iiini>i{i  Vt  dflny  rrpi^tnmv,  bMMiMn  soni»i  hittn 
lirvn  rvttvcrtfil  in  ihoir  bn  buun.  'i'lii!  imunoM  of  mioli  un  nre,  uid 
nnl  In  Im  ilmwii  into  axninple.     Itii»iin«nhle  tukve  ilnil  in  ilicrir  •iid,  il6- 

.  r»ivi-<l  nilJi  tiopn  of  l«M4itin{;  hcnutAcr.  ThoiM  ivlii>  hntit  iklavod  tbcir 
n.'i><mtjuu.-i^  &nt  not  lUlcrly  ilcAiiuio  of  hopci,  iTitii-y  cnnicsiJy  «oeK  God  m 

*   last. 

~  f ). )  How  JncoiigniDtift  is  it  to  delay  the  solemn  work  of 
conciliation  witli  God  till  the  time  of  sickness.  This  is  an  af- 
fair u  herein  our  transcendent  interest  is  concerned,  and  slioiild 
be  pcrforcaod  in  our  niobt  calm  and  sensible  condition,  when  we 
arc  most  capable  of  rctlcc(in);  upon  our  waya,  and  making  an 
exact  trial  of  ourselves,  in  order  to  our  returning  to  God  hy  a 
holy  change  of  our  lives.  Now  ihnt  the  time  of  nckiMU  is  not 
a  convenient  season  for  this  work,  is  sadly  evident;  for  soi^^ 
diseases  are  stupifying,  and  all  the  powers  of  the  soul  arc  lJ^| 
numbed  in  a  dull  captivity ;  so  that  the  sick  man  only  pen-eivM 
with  his  animal  faculties.  Some  diseases  arc  torinentin);,  and 
cause  a  ereat  disorder  in  the  soul,  and  dislrncl  the  thoughts  from 
considennc  his  spiritual  Mate.  When  the  storm  is  at  the  lii^i- 
ea(,  and  the  pilot  so  sivk,  that  he  can  give  no  directions,  the 
ship  is  \ctt  to  the  fury  of  the  winds,  and  escapes  hy  niir«el«. 
When  there  is  a  tcro|>est  in  the  humors  of  lh«  body,  and  li»e 
soul  by  sympathy  is  so  discomposed,  that  tt  cannot  apply  to  idielf 
to  prepare  lor  its  appearance  before  the  divine  tribunal,  what 
danger  of  being  lost,  and  passing  from  a  short  agony  to  ar«i^| 
lasting  torment  f  ^H 

Besides ;  suppose  the  sickness  more  tolerable,  yet  how  unlit 
is  a  person  weak  and  laiiKui idling,  when  sense  and  conscience 
nre  both  alilicted,  to  <!ncount4;r  with  the  cruel  enemy  of  souls.' 
AH  thai  sincerely  seek  peace  with  Ood,  must  expect  fierce  an- 
ger and  war  from  S:ilan:  Therefore  it  is  a  gioint  of  nccessarj 
wisdom,  whilst  oui  bodies  and  minds  are  in  the  best  order,  to  I 
preparing  against  his  assaults. 

(5.)  Consider  how  uncomfortable  it  is  to  delay  repentant 
till  age  and  sickness,  when  the  fruits  of  it  are  not  so  evHJent  ne 
acceptable  :  In  evil  days,  and  the  appronchcs  of  death,  it  is  vei 
hard  to  discover  the  sincehly  of  (he  heart ;  whether  repentance' 
proceeds  from  holy  principles ;  whether  Ihc  sorrow   then   ex- 
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f>ie5sed  be  Godli/,  Tor  sin,  or  merely  natural,  for  puniidiment; 
whelber  the  f;ood  retoIuUons  be  l\w  effects  of  permanent  fideli- 
ty, or  of  violent  fenr,  tb.it  will  vanish,  the  cause  being  removed. 
When  the  iiivilnlions  to  sin  cont«c,  there  may  remain  n  secret 
undiKcvrncd  low  to  it  in  the  heart,  which  is  thv  centre  of  cor- 
ri)|(tt<Hi,  and  toot  of  apostacy.  Tlic  Hnakc  that  seimed  dead  in 
the  frost,  revtvpd  bv  the  fire.  Thfi  inordinate  alfccllon*,  that 
seemed  luaiiified  when  the  sensitive  facuUie»  wi-r<:  <liKiii>led  to 
ciirnal  enjoyments,  may  have  inward  life,  and  will  soon  be 
active  and  vigorous  in  the  presence  of  temptations.  And  that  a 
deatb-1'cd  repentance  is  usually  deceitful,  appears  from  henee, 
that  not  one  ofn  thousand  Ihat  recover  from  dangerous  dis«H>e!i, 
arc  faiihCut  in  pcrformin)!  their  mmt  Kncred  and  solemn  vows. 
How  many  having  the  .icnli-nce  of  death  in  thcnis<^1vcs,  and  un- 
der the  terrors  of  the  Lord,  have  expre$.sed  the*  groitciit  dclt^Mn- 
lions  of  their  sins,  and  resolved,  as  they  thought  sincerely,  if  (lod 
would  Sparc  Ihcm,  to  reform  thvir  way's,  to  become  new  crea- 
tures, exemplary  in  all  holy  conversation;  yet  the  danger  bcinj; 
over,  their  hcitttt  of  devotion  expire  as  they  revive,  and  their 
lu»l$  recover  sttenttlh  with  their  bodies,  and  being  mippressed 
only  by  fear,  are  more  fierce  in  their  return.  Their  hearts  were  as 
tnarhle,  lhat  in  rainy  weather  !>eem»  di^nolvod  into  water ;  but  it 
i.H  only  from  the  moisture  of  the  air,  and  remains  as  hard  as  ever. 
When  iJie  fear  of  death  is  removed,  all  their  promises  of  reform* 
ation  are  inefTeclive,  as  violent  and  void ;  all  their  rehgious  alTee* 
tions  vanish  as  the  morning  dew.  Now  if  these  persons  had  di- 
ed before  this  visible  trial  and  discovery,  lliey  had  parsed  into 
the  other  world  with  the  rcptitalion  of  true  penitents ;  deceiving 
others  with  their  prayers  and  tears,  and  liberal  promises,  ( the 
outward  nga»  of  repentance )  and  deceived  themselves  by  the  in- 
ward workings  of  an  alarmed  conscience.  Therefore  miuislcra 
•hould  be  very  circumspect  in  applying  the  promises  of  mercy  to 
persons  in  such  a  stale ;  for  an  error  in  that  kind  has  fcirfnl  con- 
sequences. A  little  opiate  divinity  may  quiet  the  mind  for  a 
time,  but  the  virtue  of  it  will  be  soon  spent,  and  the  presumer 
perishes  forever.  But  suppose  a  dying  person  with  true  tears, 
and  unfeigned  porsevcring  afTcnions,  returns  to  God;  can  he 
h*vo  a  comrortahle  aasurance  of  hiit  sincerily  ?  Indeed,  the 
Marcher  and  judgie  of  hearts  will  accept  him  ;  hut  how  doubtful 

ttnd  wavering  are  his  hopes?  What  anxious  fears  arc  in  hts 
breaM,  lesl  he  builds  upon  a  sandy  found.ilion  ?  .<\nd  how  dread- 
ful is  it  to  appear  before  the  tribunal  of  God,  and  expect  an  un- 
certain sentence? 

But  sinners  still  please  themselves  in  thin,  that  God  has  eflee* 
tually  called  some  at  the  Utt  hour,  and  Ihej  may  find  the  same 
favor  with  others.     To  this  I  answer : 

I .  It  is  true,  we  have  some  rare  admirable  in«lance<;  of  God's 
and  grace,  the  dying  thief,  and  some  others ;  which  shew, 
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it  ui  poaeiblc  with  Goii  to  abulisli  the  most  confirmed  hibits  in 
short  limv,  and  by  a  sH'ift  conrcrsion  to  prepare  a  sinner 
beavvn  :  but  these  miraculoua  examples  are  not  to  be  drawn  in 
eofl»C(]ucnGe  for  the  encouragement  of  any  i»  their  sins, 
prince  will  not  endure,  (hat  his  I'rcu  favors  should  be  made  a  U 
to  him,  and  thcspccia]  privilege  of  some  be  exlendi-d  to  all. 
Thalcs  said,  an  old  mariner,  that  has  cscajH^d  the  various  da 
gers  by  rocks  and  storms  at  sea,  was  a  new  miracle  :  so  that 
one  who  lias  lived  nn  obstinate  dinner,  to  die  a  penitent  bolicrt 
is  very  rare  and  extraordinary.  What  our  Saviour  said  cancer 
ing  the  salvation  of  rich  men,  is  justly  applicable  to  lUs  •■• 
"  that  it  was  as  easy  for  a  camel  to  go  through  (he  eye  of  a  ni 
die,  an  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  Tk 
so  astonished  the  apostles,  that  they  cried,  "who  then  can 
saved  ?"  To  mitigate  tlic  difficulty,  he  remembers  them  of  i 
divine  omnipolence :  "  all  things  arc  possible  with  God."  Thi 
for  one  who  has  been  hurdcued  in  a  long  coursu  of  sio,  and 
king  himself  meet  for  the  company  of  ilamncd  spirits  in  hell, 
he  at  last  stiddcidy  prepared  and  received  into  the  pure  nnti  ^off- 
ous  society  ai)uve,  is  po;»siblc  ;  but  possible  only  as  miracles  are, 
by  the  efficacy  of  intlnite  power ;  and  we  cannot  reasonnbly  t-x- 
pect  such  miracles.  Ado  are  heaven  and  bell  such  trivial  things 
as  to  be  loft  (o  an  uncertainly  }  Are  not  men  concerned  tn  an* 
other  manner  in  llic  affairs  of  this  world  ?  Mow  careful  to  pre* 
vent  the  sentence  of  death,  of  imprisonment,  of  banishment  ? 
How  diligent  to  obtain  some  temporal  advantage ;  yet  how  neg- 
lectful in  things  of  highest  imporlancv  ?  It  may  be,  says  the  se- 
cure wretch,  Uod  will  give  me  repentance  at  last,  as  ho  did  to 
others.  Remember  you  speak  of  that  tliat  mo*t  nearly  concerns 
your  soul ;  and  dare  you  venture  the  salvation  of  an  immortal 
soul  upon  a  naked  possibility  of  receiving  grace  :  what  ronsuna- 
ble  person  would  neglect  a  dbease  that  may  prove  deadly,  and 
rely  on  extreme  remedies  ?  And  can  you  be  guilty  of  such  cru- 
el iodiircrcnce,  sucli  a  dcsjietattt  carelosness,  as  to  leave  eternal 
salvation  and  eternal  damitalion  to  n  peradventure  ? 

a.  (.'onsider  how  many  tlmutiands  have  died  in  their  sins,  an 
of  tiicm  great  numbers  cheiished  )  fallacious  lio|>es  of  repenting 
at  Last.  Oiagoras  the  atheist,  that  denied  a  governing  provi- 
dence of  things  in  this  lower  world,  the  sphere  of  mnlnbilily, 
wlien  one  for  his  conviction  shewed  him  in  the  {  temple  of  Nop- 
tune  many  votive  tables,  containing  the  grateful  ackmnvlcdgmenta 
of  liiose  who  by  addresses  to  (ho  tiods  in  dangeroua  storms,  had 
airived  safv  al  ihoir  ports  ;  and  a^ked  bim,  whether  he  had 
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acrvi-d  those  nuuivixiun  toslimonies  for  divine  pivvidencv  f  be 
replied,  *'  I  »cc  tiiciu  ;  but  Iww  miiiiy  having  invocalcd  NcptUDe, 
yet  peri«llC(l  in  Ibu  uccnn,  and  never  ciuue  to  pay  their  vows  for 
ilelivcrancc }  It  was  impiety  in  him  lo  arguo  so  against  God'i 
tlisposinf;  priividttnco;  but  it  may  bv  justly  Hold  to  those  who 
DB^Ifii  ibvtr  prt'»«itt  duly,  presuming  ugion  Mime  examples  of  hijt 
^uriuus  goodness  to  (hose  who  were  converted  and  saved  in 
tbcir  iippmaches  to  death.  IIuw  many  have  finally  miscarried 
in  shooting  tliat  gulpb,  to  one  that  has  anivcd  safe  at  bcavoa  ? 
How  many  that  presume  u|>on  their  youth  and  sireogih  to  delay 
rc[>«ntance,  are  suddenly  cut  off  ?  The  first  symptom  of  itieir 
sickuoss  is  death  :  and  what  the  angel  with  such  soleunily  de- 
elated,  that  time  should  bo  no  more,  is  verified  concerning  them 
by  an  unexpected  dissolution.  How  many,  when  sick,  hope  ei> 
tbot  by  (bv  vif;or  of  nature,  or  the  virtue  of  medicines,  to  over- 
ecwM  the  disease  ?  And  this  hope  is  cherished  by  the  mortal 
kindness,  tlie  cruel  deceit  of  frictids,  who  arc  unwillinf;  (o  dis- 
eorcr  their  danger,  leM  ihvir  spiril.«  slionid  sink  under  (he  npfitc- 
Itcnsiun  of  i[ :  and  (bus  deluded,  may  never  6ee  death  till  they 
feel  it,  and  perish  forever  in  their  impenitence.  How  many  ibat 
are  guilty  and  graceless,  when  distant  from  death  and  liell  but  a 
few  hours  ;  yet  from  atiicism,  arc  &is,sccure  as  Jonah,  who  slept 
in  (he  midst  of  a  tempest  at  sea.'  The  tenor  of  their  lives  dis- 
covers this  to  be  divine  vengeance;  they  are  seized  by  a  sjiiiit 
of  •lumber,  and  pass  wiltiout  fear  into  th«  state  of  everlasting 
deffMiralion.  How  many  are  deocivf^d  with  the  appcirance  of 
repcDtancc,  and  misLikc  a  false  jieaco  for  a  true,  and  assuage  the 
angiiish  «f  conscience  by  palliating  remedies  ^  Their  soriow  fur 
tin,  their  prayers,  (heiri'C&olutions  of  reformation,  are  the  piu- 
ductof  servile  feat,  (hat  is  ineffectual  to  salvation:  and  as  it  is 
witli  crafty  tradesmen,  (hat  take  up  much  upon  tiust  when  near 
breaking  ;  so  they  arc  very  lilicral  of  the  promises  of  amendment 
when  thpv  are  near  dying.  From  licncu  tlicy  vainly  prceunto 
that  God  IS  reconciled  to  ihcm,  whose  .-dl-di seeming  eye  sees  the 
inw:ttd  ?i>riog  of  their  »orroivs ;  and  the  ptinciitle  of  all  Iheir  re- 
ligious resolutions  is  (lie  guilty  fe.ir  of  eternal  judgment.  Now  a 
(iua*  trantpiility  is  more  terrible  tlian  the  tfotms  of  a  tioubleil 
8|nrit ;  for  (hose  who  hope  upon  deceitful  grounds,  are  in  (Ik: 
most  ho|M'les.4  slate,  neglecting  what  is  requisite  inonler  to  sal- 
vation. ThuH  iniiumerahlc  passin  a  cloud  of  delusion  to  the 
kingdom  of  darkm-ss,  Anil  liow  many  who  have  lived  in  rarc- 
Icfls  security,  as  if  they  h.id  made  a  covenant  with  doth,  when 
conscience  is  awakened,  and  looks  into  the  depth  of  their  guilt, 
when  they  sec  death  before  (hem  attended  with  judgment,  awl 
itidgmcnt  with  an  everlasting  hell ;  as  we  read  of  8i9Cra,  who 
from  extreme  fear  iKisM.'d  lo  extreme  security  ;  so,  on  (ho  contra- 
ry, lliesc  self-deceivers,  fiom  security,  have  fallen  into  despair. 
I'licu  truth  luid  cuuscivncc,  that  ^vero  to  long  uiHler  unriglitcous 


374 


OF    DEATH. 


nvtruiDlA,  break  the  fultcrs,  nnd  terriMy  charge  (he  ataa 
then  innumerable  acts,  which  (bey  Ihaught  to  b«  iniiocetit,  ap[ 
to  be  sins;  and  sin,  that  tbcy  made  It^ht  of,  to  be  infinitely  cv 
and  in  the  highest  (Jvgrfie  baleful  to  God.  And  sometimes, 
the  Hugi^cstioiis  of  the  enemy  of  souls,  (hey  are  overwhelm 
with  dopair,  and  (heir  l.tst  error  is  worse  than  (he  first.  T 
devil  makes  his  advanl.if;e  of  ibe  timorous  conscienee,  as  well  as 
of  the  seared  :  solilude  is  his  scene,  as  well  as  the  noisy  theaiie  ; 
and  by  contrary  ways,  either  presumption  or  despair,  brings  sin- 
ners to  the  same  end.  He  chances  his  raetltods  according 
tbeir  dispositions ;  (he  tempter  turns  accuKcr;  and  then  sui 
who  had  but  ;i  dim  <>ii4bt  of  sin  before,  have  an  over-quick  si 
of  it,  and  are  »«jliowc<l  up  in  an  a.iys*  of  conftisiori.  The  coi 
dilion  of  such  i»  extremely  miserable.  It  is  observed  by  tU 
wIk)  are  bitten  with  a  mad  do^,  that  their  cure  is  extreme  *  di 
eult,  if  not  impossible  ;  for  being  tormented  with  thirst,  yet 
so  fearful  of  water,  that  the  sight  of  it  sometimes  causes  suddi 
convulsions  and  death.  This  is  a  significant  emblem  of  a  dei 
pairing  soul :  for  when  enraged  conscience  biles  (o  (he  quick' 
tlie  guilly  person  filled  with  eslunlion*  nnd  terrors,  ardently 
tbinits  for  paixlun,  yet  fcaifully  forsnkes  his  own  mercies :  wha(- 
erer  is  propounded  to  encourage  failb  in  the  divine  promixes,  he 
turns  to  justify  his  infidelity.  IIepre.i«iit  to  him  Ihc  inGnite  mer- 
cies of  (>od,  the  unvaluahle  meiils  of  Christ  sudicient  (o  redeem 
ibe  los(woild;  i(  increases  his  despair,  because  be  has  pervcnw- 
ly  abused  those  mercies,  and  neglected  ihoge  merits.  The  tnosl 
precious  proiuiscs  of  the' gospel  are  killing  terrors  to  him  ;  ss  (lie 
sweet  (ille  of  friend,  wherewith  our  Saviour  received  Judas  wh 
lie  came  to  betray  bim,  was  the  most  slin^ng  teprouch  of 
perSdious  villany.  Thus  it  appears,  how  dangerous  it  is  to  di 
lay  repentance  and  rcconrili'ation  with  (Jod  (ill  sickness  and 
death-bed,  when  the  rctiienihraiice  or  forgelfnlncsa  of  sin,  ( 
sense  or  security  of  conscience,  may  lie  Cfjuall^'  destruetivc, 

The  Slim  of  what  has  been  amplified  in  this  part,  is  (bis: 
Tftin  hope  of  living  long,  and  being  reconciled  to  tiod  when  lu 
please,  is  the  fatal  foundation  of  (heir  sins  and  misery-.  Th 
apply  Ihc  word  of  God  ngninst  the  mind  of  God,  and  seeun 
provoke  him.  as  if  they  could  take  heaven  hy  violence,  in  ooi 
(radiclion  to  the  gospel;  Hul  tbey  usually  di«po»«  of  that  time 
(hoy  shall  never  enjoy,  and  prcunme  upon  that  mercy  :ind  Srace 
(hey  shall  never  obuin.  We  are  couimandt-d  to  "seek  the  Loi 
while  ho  may  be  found  ;"  a  sad  inlimaiiim,  (bat  i(  is  not  in 
{tower  to  find  biin  to  our  comfort  when  we  please.  He  tipa 
long;  but  abused  patience  will  deliver  sinners  to  revenging  jii 
ticc.     .Sampson  was  three  times  in  (lie  chamber  of  bis  lust 
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|K>sc(l  lo  Ironchcr}',  and  escApoil ;  but  ihe  fourth  time  he  said,  **  I 
ttillamc,"  but  was  surprized  by  Uie  c Demies,  and  lost  bis 
Mretif^lii,  ami  sight,  nn<l  liberty,  liow  Juslly  will  (he  wilful  ne|;> 
lecl  of  salvation  so  long,  and  so  compossioDatcIf  offered  lo  sin* 
ners,  rciulcr  the  divine  msrcy  inexorable  (o  their  prayers  and 
tears  at  last  ?  When  a  Ronian  ^cnilcman  that  was  wout  to  revel 
in  the  night,  and  iJeep  in  the  day,  had  wa»(ed  a  great  estate  by 
luxury,  he  pclitioiiftd  ihi.  emperor  Tiberius  lo  relieve  his  ]K>vGr- 
ly,  and  was  dismissed  wilh  this  upbraided  answer,  Sern  tjcper- 
rectua  M,  you  arc  liscn  too  late.  Ife  never  opened  hia  eyes  to 
«ce  his  condition,  till  it  was  jmsI  remedy.  This  is  the  sad  caw 
of  louny  that  waste  the  seasons  of  grace,  and  are  careless  of 
their  duty,  till  upon  the  point  of  perishing,  and  then  address 
theniAclves  lo  Cod  for  his  favor  and  pardon,  but  ore  justly  re- 
jected with  the  roproiii.-hcs  of  their  obstinate  ncj;lect  of  snlvalton 
in  Ihe  time  »f  their  lives.  I  doubt  not  that 90106  arc  wonderfully 
converted  and  »iived  at  l.ist ;  but  these  special  mercies  are  like  our 
Saviour's  miraculous  healing  the  two  blind  persons,  as  he  was 
passing  in  the  way,  when  great  numbers  of  Ihe  blind  remained 
iincured.  W'^  read  a  prodigious  story  in  Ifae  Book  of  Kinga, 
ihal  a  captain,  and  his  fifty  men,  commanded  Elias  lo  come  to 
the  King,  and  immedialcly  a  tempest  of  lightning  destroyed 
Ihom.  Xow  who  would  think  that  another  captain  with  his  btly 
elmuld  l>o  so  desperate,  having  the  ashes  and  relics  of  those  mis- 
erable carcases  before  Iheir  eyes,  as  lo  make  the  same  citation 
to  the  prophet  ?  Yet  they  did,  and  provoked  tl)e  justice  of  hcav* 
en  to  consume  them.  And  this  miutness  is  exemplified  in  thoti- 
Mnds  every  day  ;  for  notwithstanding  ihey  sec  sinners  like 
Ihemjielves,  cut  ulTin  their  evil  ways,  they  continue  unrcformed, 
as  if  they  were  fearle^  of  hell,  as  if  resolved  to  Secure  their 
own  damnation. 

I  would  not  from  what  has  been  represented  in  this  matter  so 
universally  useful,  discourage  any  that  have  lived  in  a  course  of 
sin,  from  earnest  seeking  lo  Uod  in  their  last  hours:  For  even 
then  they  are  not  utterly  destitute  of  hope.  The  |^os]>cl  sets 
furlh  the  mercy  of  God  lo  returning  sinners,  in  various  rcpre- 
senlalions  and  expressions  of  admirable  tenderness.  When  the 
lost  sheep  was  tecovcred,  theie  wiis  joy  as  if  a  treasure  had  been 
ibtind.  The  prodigal  liad  wa-ited  his  estate  in  lasciviousness  and 
luxury,  and  by  n  harsh  reduction  came  to  himself,  reflecting  wilh 
shame  upon  his  folly  and  rebellion  :  and  the  sense  of  his  misery 
<  (not  a  more  ingenuous  or  noble  principle  at  first)  compelled  bim 
I  to  go  to  his  liilher,  to  try  what  his  atTection  would  do.  And  it 
was  not  a  vain  presumption,  for  he  fouiwl  Ihe  clTerl.^  of  fatherly 
and  compassionate  love;  "  When  he  was  u  gieat  way  off,  his 
t father  saw  him,  and  had  compassion,  and  tan  and  fellow  liis  neck, 
and  kissed  him,  .<\nd  the  son  said,  r-ilher,  I  hare  sinned  against 
heaven,  and  in  thy  ^ighl,  and  am  no  mote  woilhy  lo  be  called 
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thy  sun.     But  tho  fitlter  said  l<t  hin  Mrrants/bringnut  tlic  bcH 
rolies,  itml  |iiit  a  ring  on  his  fiiispr,  and  shoes  on  his  I'oct ;  and 
hrin;:  hillicr  Ihc  fallod  calf,  anil  kill  it ;  lei  us  cat  and  bo  incrrr, 
fortliia  iiir  !inn,  u'»s  doad,  and  iH  alive  again  ;  was  lost,  and  U 
found."     The  dmrn  of  Christ  w.is  to  represent  his  hcavcii 
fiilher  in  that  'paramo  :  And  to  wounded  spirits  thai  feel  thn 
tolerable  weight  of  sin,  the  mei-cy  and  mildnesH  of  the  ^. 
is  to  he  exhibited.  G<k1  is  rich  in  mercy  lo  ail  itul  call  upon  h't_ 
tn  (rulh.  But  lo  tell  sinners  who  securely  proceed  in  iheir  sinriU 
\nyty  that  they  may  be  saved  at  lajit,  and  notwilhslamlin^  lh&i^_ 
presumptuous  repuUcs  of  God's  calls  lo  liis  seivice,  ^cl  ihij^H 
they  may  come  into  the  vineyard  at  the  eleventh  hour,  and  b^^ 
rewarded,  is  to  give  countenance  and  protection  to  sin,  and  to 
hanlcn  them  to  deslruelion.     Poison  is  not  cured  by  giving  fo 
but  antidotes,  that  put  nature  into  a  passion  till  it  be  expelli 
The  Icrroi*!!  of  the  Lord  can  only  prove  medicinal  to  such  < 
pravcd  souls. 

To  conclude  this  argument,  let  us  seriously  consider  the  tor^ 
lation  Ood  has  afforded  of  himself  in  iho  gospel,     lie  is  a  ^tlii. 
and  a  judge  ;  justice  and  holiness  as  well  as  mercy  are  euentid 
to  his  nature,  that  our  afTeclions  may  ho  accoitlingly  moved  tt 
wards  him.     "  If  ye  call  on  the  father,  who  uilhuut  rcsin^et 
persons  juilj^elh  according  lo  every  man's  work,  pass  tlie  lime  i 
your  sojourning  here  in  fear."     Pi'esumplion  and  despair 
very   dishonorable  to   God,  and  pernicious  lo   the   soul 
one  destroys  the  fear,  the  other  the  love  of  Ood.     Hut  hopo  coij 
tempered  with  fear,  has  an  excellent  intluence   in   the   christii 
life,  as  the  bnllasl  and  the  wind  are  both  necessary  that  the   ship" 
may  sail  fiafely  :  without  the  wind  tlie  ship  can   make  no   way: 
and  without  hallasl,  it  ts  in  danger  of  oversetting  by  every  gug 
Thus  hope  and  fear  are  necessary  to  bring  u»  safely   to   heave 
Pear  without  hope,  chills  and  stupifics  the  vigor  and   nlaerily 
the  soul,  that  it  eauuot  come   to   (iod:  and  hope   without   tea 
makes  it  vain  and  careless  of  it»  duty,  and  liable  lo  be  overthrow^ 
by  every  pleasing  tcmptntion.     Brielly,  let  usiigblly  underslar 
the  (enor  of  the  evangelical  promises  of  pardon  and  grace  ;  tlieJ 
aie  conditional,  and  apfilicnbje  only  lo  penitent  believers.     Anfl 
Unfeigned  r.ii<h  purific*  Ihu  hearty  woika  by  love,  end  is  the   lii 
ing  principle  of  universal  obedience.     And  repentance  unto  tt 
is  (iroiluctivc  uf  all  good  fruits  in   their   season.     Without    fait 
jnd  repentance  wc  can  neither  be  jusliliod  in  ibis  world,  nor  gl< 
rified  in  the  next.     "  Be  not  deceived,  God  is   not    mocked  ;  aS 
a  man  sows,  so  shall  he  reap.     He  (hat  sows  to  (he  flesh,  nhM  i 
the  Itcsli  reap  corruption :  he  that  sows  lo  the  spin!,  slinll  of  lli 
spirit  reap  life  everlasting." 


OF    nRATIt. 


1*5^ 


CHAPTER  Vni. 

TIm  prawrriBg  mi»c1i*m  fmm  ]>rniim|>liiiiiin  nina,  ■  rncnnn  to  rmiltr  dcub 
camlbnable.  "niu  rraluui  diwlinri^  uf  llii-  diiuca  ul'  <iur  cnUil^  aii<l  en- 
ievnn  ■■>  g\oiify  GinJ,  uiid  dti  guuA  AoourdwiK  (o  our  abiiiticn,  wili  im-cec- 
•<ii  lh«  tlK>m[hni  of  dentlk  An  indiHbrance  ti{  rnintl  uiid  all^ctioiiH  lo  eunh- 
tv  tUn^  iiMikea  death  ka  fcMful.  PnMuent  convanH*  with  tioil  in  lioljr 
•lutlcH,  moki-s  ilcath  doiii^tle.     A  altailfil  bciipr  of  future   hnppi: 


malondnili  ilcmralilv.  Auosciution  to  tbo  aBtiiU  toibv  with  munign ami 
cbcwfliilmw  It  u>  our  ilutjr  to  di«  witli  miKnaiion  luid  wiih  |iiiiiciic«,and 
floniM  <lnina  10  be  wiili  CbciM.  ft  w  vury  bccuming  a  rhriatiui  to  di« 
iriih  joy  and  ilMnkqgfrin^ 

■  [S.]  The  careful  preserving  ountelvcs  from  witful  presumptu- 
ous sins,  is  •  huppy  means  to  render  death  comfortable  to  us. 
Sins  of  i^orance  and  inrirmil)',  of  sudden  sumption  and  stu-- 
ftriaa,  tlie  beM  men  are  not  freed  Irom  in  the  present  slate:  And 
heing  (he  daily  motiTe  of  our  griel,  and  serioun  circumspection  to 
prevent  them,  arc  consistent  with  the  reRular  peace  of  conscience, 
and  the  friendship  and  favor  of  God,  Hut  grrat  sinstn  their  mai- 
ler beingsoconttar}' toonluralconMiencc,  and  supernatural  grace, 
or  sins  preotirapluous  in  the  manner  of  their  conimisston,  such  as 
proecua  frnm  the  choice  of  the  p«rver*«  will  against  the  enlight- 

(cned  rain<),  whatever  the  matter  or  kind  of  thetn  he,  are  direct  re- 
bellion against  (iod,  a  despising  of  his  romraand,  and  provoke  hia 
pure  eyes,  and  make  the  aspect  of  death  fearful.  The  Spirit 
seals  our  pardon  and  title  to  heaven  as  the  holy  Spirit ;  bis  !«■• 
timooy,  that  we  arc  the  children  of  God,  and  heira  of  glory,  is 

P  concurrent  with  the  renewed  conscience,  and  distinguished  from 
the  ignorant  presumption*,  hliml  conjectures,  and  carnal  security 
of  the  unholy.  .As  the  sanctifying  Spirit  he  dislingtiishes  trtie 
christians  from  the  lost  world,  appropriates  llicm  to  God,  oon- 
(imis  their  present  interest  in  the  promises  of  the  gospel,  and 
their  future  hopes.     Briefly,  grace  is  the  most  sensible  eflect 

I  and  design  of  God's  spedal  favor,  the  fruit  of  election,  and  the 
earnest  of  glory:  And  the  truth  of  grace  is  most  clearly  and 
certainly  niadc  evident  by  the  continual  efficacy  of  it  in  the 
eonvcrsalion.  The  observation  of  our  hearts  to  suppreu  un- 
holy affections,  and  of  our  senses  to  prevent  them,  a  constant 
course  of  holiness  in  our  lives  ( though  many  frailties  will  cleave 
to  the  best)  is  usually  rewariled  with  great  peace  here. 
God  has  estahlished  a  connexion  between  our  obedience  and 
his  comforts.  Those  that  keep  themselves  pure  from  the  dc- 
voi,.  I.  -IS 
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filnmenlfl  of  the  worM,  have  Ihc  while  stone  promixcil,  the  bri 
jewel  of  assurance  nf  Uod's  (Mntoniiig  and  rcwanling  mm 
Wc  rend  of  Enochi  thai  he  tiHilktd  mlh  God,  was  a  stnr  shim 
in  a  corrtipl  age;  the  Icnor  of  hia  life  was  holv,  an<I  he  wm 
tninslntpd  to  hrnv*-!)  withmit  »e*lng  death.     Though  this 
an  rxlninrdiiur  V  diMix-iisniioii,  jvl  there  is  a  poculisr  reward 
nlogiral  to  it ;  for  those  who  walk  piicumspfctlr,  they  shall 
see  death  with  its  lerrors,  but  usually  have  a  holy  eheerftdn 
a  peaceful  joy  in  their  passage  through  the  dark  valley  to  li 
ven.     But  presumpttrous  sin*  ngainst  external  and  hUomal 
slrainls,  th«  convincing  law  nf  (Jod,  and  Ihc  directions  of  n 
HcEcnce,  {to  which  even  tho  sainls  of  Oo<l  are  liaMo  here,  as 
pears  hy  David's  iMrnc»(  prayer  lu  tw  preserved  from  llic 
such  sin&  grieve  the  llnly  Spirit,  and  wound  our  spirits,  and,  if 
continued,  nequenter  us  from  ihe  eomfortalile  privileges  of 
gospel,  and  render  us  unfit  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
when  ihey  are  retracted  by  re|>entaDCC,  yol  there  often  rem 
a  hitler  remembrance  of  them ;  M  deep  wounds,  though  eu 
yet  arc  fell  in  chaiipf  of  wr-alher.     .\n<l  wnmitimr.»  a  .-ijiring-t 
of  douhU  and  fenrs  hi'eak.'<  into  biimMe  penitent  souls,  in  the  I 
hours:  though  death  brin)t;9  them  safely,  yet  not  comfortably 
heaven. 

IS.]  The  zealous  discharge  of  llie  duties  of  our  plane 
ing,  the  conjunction  of  our  resolulione  and  endeavors  to  i 
rify  <iod  ;  and  do  good  according  lo  our  abilities  and  o|i)>ortui 
lies  of  service,  swcotrtn^  the  Ihoughts  of  death  to  uh.  Fur  ihu  li 
ei»d  and  perf(^:tion  of  life  is  the  glory  of  (s'kI,  ami  when  wilbj 
delily  it  is  cmployi-i)  in  order  lo  it,  death  brings  us  to  the 
ed  rest  from  our  labors,     ihtr  Saviour  when  he  was  to  leavo  i 
world,  addressed  himself  to  liis  Father,  I  have  glorified  thee 
earth,  I  have  finished  lh«  work  Ihou  gavest  me  to  do.     .^nd  najj 
Father,  glorify  me  with  thyself,  with  the  glory  which  1  bad  vri 
thoe  lieforc  the  world  was,  John   17.     A  chrisiian  th^it  imiUkles~ 
and  honors  Christ,  and  with  diligence  perseveres  in  weli'doina 
may  with  a  humble  confidence  in  the  divine  mercy  expcci 
promised  reward.     The  reilecUon  u|>on  a  wctl-spenl  life  is  joi 
ed  with  a  joyful  prospect  of  Oo4l'9  favor  and  acceptance  aboi 
Bui  for  the  careless  and  remiss,  to  tliose  who  are  wilfully  nei_ 
gent  of  their  duty,  howfcaiful  is  death  ttut  suminonEes  thenij 
give  an  account  of  their  lalcuis  to  the  nghlpous  Lord.' 

[4. J   A  holy  indifference  of  affeclioo  to  piescnl  thingi,  int 
it  easy  to  part  with  ihem,  and  death  lets  tearful  to  ua.     Uarid, 
Ihoupi  a  king,  declares  he  waa  a  stranger  on  earth  not  only  wi| 
respect  lo  his  transient  eondilion,  but  his  inward  di«(><wilion ; 
that  he  was  as  a  weaned  child  from  the  admired  vaniliu  of 
world.     Chrysostom  in  a  letter  to  Ciriacus,  who  waa  leiwlet 
sensible  of  his  banishment,  wrote  to  him, "  Vou  now  begin 
"  lament  uiy  banishment^  but  1  have  done  so  for  a  loq^  tin 
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"  Fnr  stncc  I  kiiow  dial  hmven  was  my  country,  1  have  estecm- 

"  m1  the  M'lmlo  earUi  a  plncc  ol'  cxilentcnt.      ConsUnlinople, 

'*  Truin  wlK-tii-i-  I  nm  ex|>oUiNl,  ia  an  distant  ttoin  Paradise  as  the 

*'  di-sert  tu  Hlii<rli  Ihi-y  Hcod  luv."     But  when  our  aficctions  arc 

ttvt  upon  cxIvriMl  lliingx,  aiid  vra  arc  irregular  iti  utir  aimtt,  iii' 

Icflipcratc  ill   uur  use,   aiid  itDmodoralc  in    our  di-lij;)il9,    liow 

scnuible  and  cutiini;  is  thi>  division  from  ihciii  ?     Huw  liitlui  ix 

(loath  th:i(  deprives  a  carnal  wietch  o(  all  tli*  materials  of  bis 

Trail  felicity  f    What  a  8(<>ri»  of  pa&sions  is  raised,  to  low  all 

hi«  (plod  ihinp)  at  once  ^     For  it  is  a  rule  in  nature,  what  is  jkm- 

•CMdt  with  transporting  )oy,  ia  lost  with  excessive  sonow.     As 

(lie  ivy  that  twines  so  closely  atwut  the  tree,  and  is  iutjnialoly 

lasleiicd   by   so   many   roots  as  liicrv   arc  hrancbcs,  cannot  bo 

plucked  away  without  rending  the  hark  with  it ;  so  wlicn  (lie 

world,  that  was  as  it  were  incarnated  with  the  lieart,  i»  taken 

away,  the  heart  ilnelf  it  f;ricro<tsly  rent  hy  the  violent  wpara- 

[•lion.     'And  the  infelicity  of  carnal  and  worldly  persons  is  liaa- 

[vily  aji^gravated,  in  (hat  the  ^uilt  in  proeuring  or  abusing  thoM 

treasuies  and  delii;li(3  that  (hey  leave  here  with  so  Rreat  sor- 

,  /ow,  will  cleave  to  ihem,  and  give  testimony  against  ihcm  before 

their  judge.     Bui  when  the  aOcctioas  arc  loose  to  the  worid, 

.and  set  upon  heaven,  our  leaving  the  earth  is  no  loss  but  gain, 

^and  our  separation  from  the  bo<l>'  of  flesh  is  with  tliat  alacrity, 

us  the  putting  off  a  vile  gnnncnl  to  be  clothed  with  a  ruynl  rolH;. 

It  was  the  wise  coun«d  of  fTertulUan  to  the  women  of  llie  firiit 

Bsof  the  chui-ch,  not  to  value  and  love  the  jewels  and  orna- 

riaents  of  gold,  that  they  lui^ht  bo  more  ready  and   resolved  lo 

obtnui  by  death,  martyrdom,  and  by  martyrdom,  elcnial  glory. 

[  Aim)  that  we  may  disentangle  our  souls  from  those  voluntary  bands 

bat  fasten  us  lo  pre»Gnl  things,  w«  must  have  a  sincere  uitcor- 

inj|>lcd  judgment  of  their  meanness.     The  apo&tle  exhorts  chris- 

[tians  lo  modei'alioR  in  their  tem|>er  and  convei'sation,  with  respect 

I  lo  the  business  aftd  enjoyments  hcic  ;  that "  they  who  have  wives, 

be  as  though  ihcy  had  none ;  (hat  those  that  rejoice,  be  as  though 

.they  rejoiced  not ;  and  they  that  buy,  as  (hough  they  po»c3sed 

[auti  and  (hey  that  use  the  world,  as  not  abusing  it:  For  the 

kAablon  of  the  world  pa»scth  awny."    I'o  a  wise  and  pondering 

Lebscrter,  what  com)>;irison  is  (here  between  shadows  and  dreams, 

[■and  sohiiliintial  everlasting  blessedness?     If  men  had  the  nme 

opinion  of  this  world  whilst  they   live,  iis  (bey  will  hnvc  when 

■  Ihoy  are  to  die,  they  would  not  inonliuatt-ly  seek  it.     They  who 

I'liHVu  inHgiiified  temporal   honot?i  anil  riches,  and  lived  in  plea- 

Htu'cs  without  remorse,  yet  in  Ihcir  dying  houn,  when  menspcak 

tlKc  vniui  eu  tnlMii-iiua  lioiriiniim,  [xnpi^r  qus  percaaL    Mon«Bic«  hie 
flOMrinum,  CI  ijim  iwccatB  wcuai  puitaiii.    ■Ii'^- 

fi^lnmu*  C-xpi-iIitir  jul  nitincin  vim,  nihil   tinhfiilra  c|Uu<l  ivliiiquotfi  limm- 
I  mus ;  KtPtinaciila  but  muit  tpti  no^ia.'.    Dt  CmU,  fbM. 


380 


or    tIKATII. 


wilh  most  (celing  and  lesst  affection,  how  have  th«y  Til)i6ed  lliose 
empty  ap|)varajice-i  of  happiness*  With  what  moving  exprees- 
itma  docJared  lliu  vaiiJly  and  hrcvity  of  worldly  things?  As 
whi3n  tho  Uravlitt^  wvn;  lo  go  through  the  rirtT  Jotdan,  that 
opened  ilscif  lo  make  a  free  and  dry  paasogo  Tor  ihcm  ;  the  lo 
vr  pHrl  »r  its  waters  ran  into  the  Uead  Sea,  and  utterly  fail< 
JcmJi.  3.  16.  *hut  ihe  waters  that  came  from  ahroad,  ro*<;  up  ai 
appeared  like  a  mountain.  Thus  when  men  come  to  the:  univ 
sal  pasaage  from  this  to  the  next  Hfc,  inferior  ibii^  absolulety 
fail  and  arc  lost  in  the  Deiid  Sea  ;  bill  the  things  above,  that  a, 
etctnid,  then  appear  in  llivir  true  gicatness,  exceeding  aJI  hum. 
comprehension  ;  from  hence  a  the  chaJtgfl  of  mind  and  langi 
'  oonccrniiig  the  oite  and  other. 

f5.]  Solemn,  alTeclioiutte,  and  frequent  converse  with  God 
religious  duties,  will  render  death  not  fearful  to  us.  The  w 
life  of  a  christian,  as  such,  is  a  continual  communion  with  thtt  Fa- 
ther, and  with  Jexus  Christ,  I  John  1.  i.  For  he  performs  all 
pwd  works  by  divine  grace  communicated  from  above,  and  rfr- 
Kn  all  to  the  divine  honor.  As  in  a  pair  of  compasses,  one  foot 
is  fixed  in  the  centre,  while  the  other  moves  in  the  circumfer- 
ence; 90  Uie  heart  of  a  christian  is  in  heaven,  his  aims  are  for 
God,  whilst  he  is  active  hero  in  the  world.  His  natural  and 
civil  Actions  arc  heif;hlcncd  to  a  supernatural  end  :  and  thus  bis 
conversjrtion  is  in  htaven.  Hut  this  was  spoken  of  before:  and 
that  which  is  now  sjt&cified,  is  the  more  immediate  service  of 
Gud  in  holy  meditation,  prayer,  aiid  the  ordinaj^cea  of  the 
which  is  the  noblest  part  of  the  spiritiLil  life. 

Uur  blessed  Saviour  who  was  a  eoraprehensor  upon  cnrlli,  iff 
ways  saw  ibe  face  of  God,  and  invariably  sought  bis  ghiry  in  all 
ihinpcs,  yet  had  his  speci.tl  times  of  prayer  and  heavenly  com* 
niunion  with  God,  and  llic  niont  j^Uinous  testimonies  of  his  fav 
in  those  times.     Our  conimuuion  with  God  here  is  as  true  as 
heaven,  hut  the  inilueoce  and  fruition  is  diffctcnt  according 
ourcupacily.     When  the  5oul  feels  the  vigorous  exercise  of  |! 
thoughts  and  affections  upon  God,  and  (he  raised  opcralions 
grace  in  holy  duties,  it  is  as  certain  a  sign  of  God's  favor 
acceptance,  as  when  fire  descendeii  from  heaven  to  consume 
sacrifice.     And  oDcn  our  affedioiiate  duties  are  rewarded  will 
sensible   consolations,   and   lioly    wuls  arc   dismissed   from    the 
broac  of  grace,  aa  they  shall  be  received  at  tlio  Ihtoni:  of  glo: 
/Elh  the   reviving  testimonies  of  God's  approbation.     Now 
assurance  of  God's  love  conquers  Ihe  fear  of  death. 

This  communion  must  l>c  frequent.     As  love  and  respects 
tuci^n  friends  are  maintained  hy  constant  visits  and  lellers,  a 
mutual   confidence   itrises  from   acijuitinlanee:   so   hy    the   intc 
change  of  holy  duties  and  divine   favor»,  wo  preserve  a  lively 
sense  of  God*a  love,  and  a  humble  familiarity  ^ith  bis  majesi 
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that  his  prcMDce  U  not  a  terror  to  ris.-  A  chnntian  that  walks 
with  God  here,  when  he  leaves  tlie  world,  (to  iiAft  the  words  ot 
m  dying  taint )  chanf^es  his  room  but  not  his  r4)mp»nj'.  God  was 
ftlwtyt  with  niin  on  oarth,  and  he  shall  be  ever  with  God  in 
heaven. 

Hut  cold  and  seldom  convene  begets  stranf^encss,  and  that 
makes  us  shy  of  God.  When  religious  ilulivs  urc  performed  as 
a  complimenUl  visit  without  zealous  afl'i^clions,  or  used  only  in 
tines  of  aiflirtion  and  exigency,  as  cordial  waters  in  swooning 
fits,  the  divine  presence  is  uncomfortable  to  us.  Thej  who  pre- 
fer camal  sweets  before  acquaintance  with  God,  cannot  with 
peace  and  joy  think  of  appearing  before  him.  O  how  unwel- 
come is  death  to  such  '.  "  for  then  the  spirit  rolun>s  to  the  God 
that  gave  it." 

[6.]   Lei  us  strengthen  our  belief  of  the  blessed  stale  after 
death.     Divine  truths  lose  their  influence  and  efficacy,  when 
Ihey  are  not  steadfastly  believed.     Faith  is  the  auhstanec  of  things 
not  »een,  and  the  evidence  or  conviction  'of  Ihin^  hoped  for, 
Heb.  11.1.     The  Spirit  confirms  our  faith,  not  by  a  pure  physi- 
cal act,  but   by  convincing  reason   of  the  truth  of  the  gospel. 
The  life  of  Christ  so  glorious  in  holiness,  his  doctrine  so  hecom- 
ine  the  wisilum  and  other  excellent  alCribules  of  the  Ueity  ;  his 
miracles  so  grent  and  numerous,  open  and  beneficial,  not  merely 
tu  aurpnxe  the  itpeclalors  with  aslonishmcnl,  but  to  touch  their 
hearts;  his  death  foretold  by  t)>c  prophets, and  exactly  agreeing 
in  all  the  oircuraslances  of  the  predictions  ;  his  resurrection  the 
most   noble  oneralion  of  the  divine  ))ower,  are  the  strongeft    | 
proofs  lha(  what  lie  has  levealcd  as  the  counsel  of  God  for  our 
redumption,  and  the  preparations  of  glory  for  the  Hints  in  hea- 
ven, are  divinp  truths.     And  the  efficacy  of  the  spirit  of  Christ 
in  sanctifying  bis  disciples  in  all  ages,  is  a  continual  and  as  satis- 
fyiog  an  argument  that  the  go^cl  is  derived  from  God  the  foun* 
lain  of  trutn,  as  extraoixlinary  miracles.   '  For  holiness  is  as  in- 
separable a  property  of  the  divine  nature  as  omnii>otence,  and  ' 
the  ssnctification  of  the  soul  as  divine  an  elfect  as  the  resurrec-  ' 
lion  of  the  body.     Now  in  (he  gospel  God  enters  into  covenant 
with  obedient  believers,  *'  to  he  their  God,"  n  title  and  relation, 
that  sup|tosing  them  the  most  happy  here,  all  the  enjuymenis  of 
this  world  cannot  fullil.  This  covenant  is  not  dissolved  by  death,- , 
for  he  uses  this  style  after  the  death  of  his  faithful  servants :  •! 
uid  from  hence  it  follows  Ihev  are  partakers  of  his  glory  and 
joys  in  the  next  life.      For  the  honor  of  his  veracity  is  most  dear* 
lo  him.     The  I'salmist  declares  that  he  lias  "  magnifiwl  hiv  word 
above  all  his  name."     No  perfections  of  hi.s  nalure  are  nioi<-  sa- 
t-red  and  inviolable  than  his  truth.     The  foundations  o(  nature 
.nhall  be  overturned,  and  the  most  solid  parts  of  ttie  creation  des- 
troyed, bul  liis  inomiaes  shall  l>e  completely  aeeompljshed.     Wc 
are  aaoured  by  his  iufallible  authority,  that  "thcio  remains  a 
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rest  for  the  people  of  God."     Aim)  **  he  lh«t  rcccirca  (bia  Ic  _. 
moRT  sets  to  iiitt  seal  that  Oo<l  ia  lru«;**honDra  the  tnithj 
God's  word,  ati<l  Hinds  him»cir  mnic  firmi}'  to  hh  Mtrvice,  an<l 
encouraged  to  lenve  (lii*  seiiKiMe  world  for  that  which  a  inADi^ 
ly  heder.     Our  mnriiknrc  and  pntierice'in  WGll-doiiij;,  and  i 
ininiTinj;  the  utmost  evit  to  nature,  is  from  the  nregiiiint  iipfi 
heiisions  or  the  realilj  of  eternal  things.     We  know,  sailh 
Apostle,  if  our  carlhlj-  tabernacle  be  dissolved,  we  have  a  buil 
ine  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens,  3  Cor.  6.l| 
This  fortified  him  against   the  terrors  of  death.     When  " 

phcn  8:iw  the  heavens  open,  and  the  Son  of  God  ready  to    

ceivc  him,"  with  what  eourtjte  and  eonsianey  did  he  encounter 
the  bloody  rage  of  his  murderers?    Faiih  supplies  the  want< 
visiun,  it  pierces  the  clouds,  opens  a  window  in  heaven,  see* 
crowns  of  rij^htconsneva  pi-epared  for  the  saints,  and  sweell 
the  hitlcrest  pa*3age  to  it.     But  if  our  fai:h  be  weak  and  wat 
ing,  our  coura^  wilt  decline  in  the  needful  hour.     It  is  w| 
christians  in  Iheic  last  iKiwape  from  earth  to  heaven,  as  with 
peter  walking  uj>»n  the  wuters  to  Christ :  whilst  his  laiiU 
firm  in  Christ,  he  went  upon  the  waves,  as  on  the  fu-m  hod ; 
upon  the  rising  of  a  Mono,  hit  faith  sunk  into  fear,  and  he 
in  the  waters ;  lilt  our  Saviour  upon  his  earnest  prayer,  " 
save  me,"  took  hold  of  him,  and  raited  him  with  that  eompaseifl 
ate  reproof,  "  O  thou  of  little  faith,  vrherefore  didst  thou  douh( 

The  last  use  is,  to  excite  (he  saints  to  die  with   thai    coura 
an<l  cheerfulness  "  a9  becomes  the  gospel  of  ("hiist."     The 
courngemrni  of.loshua  to  the  Israehtes  against   the   giants   tl 
Icrrif)ed  thera  from  entering  into  the  land  of  Canaan,  lite  type  of 
heaven,  "  be  not  afraid  of  them,  they  are  hread  for  us,"  we  sh 
obtain  an  easy  c»nt|uest  over  them,  is  applicable  to  this  purp 
do  not  fear  death,  the  enemy  that  tnterpofes  tx'tween  us  and 
true  Canaan  ;  for  our  conflict  sh;dl  tie  the  means  of  our   victor 
and  Iriumjthanl  posses^ion  of  the  holy   aiid    blessed    land    aboi 
This  is  very  lioiiar.khle  to  our  Hcdeemer,  and  recoinmenda 
liness to  the  judgment,  affections  and  practice  of  others.     St. , 
sil  *  tells  of  a  custom  to  anoint  the  tops  of  doves  wings  with  son 
fragrant  liquors,  that  mixing  in  company  with  oilier  doves,  tL 
might  by  the  scent  allure  them  to  follow  to  (he  duve-hous 
Thus  when  holy  peisons  live  and  die  with  (Kaccful  joy,  Uio. 
that  converse  with  tlicin  are  drawn  hy  that  fragrance  of  I'aradu 
to  apply  tlieioselves  to  serious  rc^ligton. 

U  n  the  Apostle's  contwLitoiy  advice  to  believer*,  not  to  I 
sunowful  for  llioso  that  sleep  in  Jcsu:i,  as  those  that  are  wilbo 
hope,  I  Tlics.  4. 

When  Jacoh  s.iw  hi»  Iwlovid  son's  c<«t  tent  and  slauicd  wi| 
blood,  he  abandoned  himself  t<^  desperate  sorrow,  and  coat 
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nwurDiii^  for  his  death,  when  Joseph  was  adruiced  in  authority 
and  dignity  next  to  Pharaoh,  in  the  kingdom  of  Egypt.  Thus 
when  we  see  the  gvnent  of  mortality  rent  by  dlBeaaes,  we 
mourn  for  departed  saints,  as  if  death  had  absolutely  destroyed 
them,  when  Uieir  souls  are  reigning  in  gbrj.  This  immoderate 
sonow  is  a  heathenish  passion,  suitable  to  their  ignorance  of  the 
future  happy  stale,  but  very  unbecoming  the  plenary  assurance 
the  gospel  affords  us  of  it.  Indeed  for  the  wicked  to  die  with 
fears  and  palpitations  of  heart,  to  bo  surrounded  with  impendent 
horrors,  when  such  a  precipice  and  depth  of  misery  is  before 
them,  is  very  just  and  reasonable ;  but  for  the  saints  to  die  un- 
comfortably under  inordinate  fears,  is  a  disparagement  to  the 
blessed  hope  established  upon  the  revelation  of  life  and  immor- 
tality by  the  gospel. 

Now  in  three  things  I  shall  propound  the  duly  of  dying  chris- 
tians. 

1.  To  submit  to  the  divine  pleasure  with  resigned  spirits,  as 
to  the  means,  the  manner,  and  time  of  death.  God  has  a  sove- 
reign right  snd  dominion  over  us.  The  present  life  is  his  most 
free  favor,  and  he  may  justly  resume  it  when  he  pleases.  His  will 
should  be  the  first  and  last  rule  of  ours.  Whether  he  gently 
untwines  the  band  of  life,  or  violently  breaks  it,  we  must  pla- 
cidly without  reluctation  yield  up  ourselves.  By  what  means 
soever  death  comes,  all  second  causes  are  moved  by  an  impress- 
ion from  above,  in  what  age  of  life  soever;  all  our  times  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  divine  counsel :  and  a  saint  ought  with  that  readi-  - 
ness  and  meek  submission  to  receive  it,  as  if  he  heard  an  ex- 
press voice  fiom  heaven  calling  him  to  God,  and  say  in  his  heart 
with  Samuel,  "  here  I  am,  thou  didst  call  me."  This  is  the  la^ 
act  of  our  obedience,  and  very  pleasing  to  God.  We  read  of 
the  marvellous  'consent  of  Abraham,  andhis  son  Isaac,  the  father 
to  offer  up  his  son,  and  the  son  his  life,  ( that  were  both  the  gifts  of 
God)  in  compliance  with  the  divine  command,  and  from  heaven  he 
declared  his  high  approbation  of  it.  This  is  to  make  a  virtue  of 
necessity,  and  turn  nature  into  grace.  But  discontent  and  re- 
luctancy,  as  if  our  lives  were  our  own,  and  taken  from  us  un- 
justly or  unseasonably,  is  rebellious  unthankfulness,  unbecoming 
a  creature,  much  more  a  true  christian,  who  exchanges  a  per- 
ishing life  for  that  which  is  eternal. 

3.  To  receive  death  not  only  with  patience,  but  earnest  de- 
sires to  be  with  Christ.  I  know  death  is  naturally  unwelcome. 
Our  Saviour  tells  St.  Peter,  when  thou  art  old,  another  shall 
bind  tbee,  and  lead  thee  where  thou  wouldst  not,  John  31.  41. 
signifying  his  martyrdom.      The  circumstance  (when  thou  art 

*rie  exerit  gtiulium,  illo  cerviceni,  uno  voto  uni  devotionc :  sMib  tanto  non 
<licam  humanitatia,  scd  potiiiB  iiuuns  ipeius  nictii,  lieti  sudL 
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old)  iii  *rcni»kal>lc,  aiul  intinutta  (he  natural  unnillingness 
die,  Vihfn  there  was  little  time  to  live.     But  tins  i-ational  m 
lififtd  will  was  guperior  and  prevalent.     Tbc  universal  desire 
the  saints   is  to  be  bappj  in  the  prcvcncv  of  God:  for  the  divine 
nature  commiiDicatcd  to  llivmts  intcllif^cnl,  aDdinclininf;  lowar" 
il«  chief  good  :  aiii)  if  the  obtuiniiig  it  were  not  b^  "bring  u 
etotlied,  but  cluthctl  upon"  by  an  immediate  tranfJation  lo  hi 
ven,  how  willinglj  would  thej  leave  this  world  ^     Itui  there 
a  bitterness  in  ueath  that  makes  it  unpleasant ;  and  many  ho 
souls  thai  desire  the  elorious  liberty  in  hcaveo,  yet  arc  loth 
leave  their  prison.     Now  thore  arc  bo  many  arguments  lo  ma 
the  saints  desirous  of  dying,  that   mclhinlts  »ince  life  is  cl.ie 
valued  and  dear  to  them,  as  it  19  the  way  lo  liuaveo,  whc-D 
are  come  to  that  blessed  end,  it  should  not  be  longer  dcti. 
What  ia  this  lower  world  that  chains  us  eo  fast  ?     It  is  Ihi 
Til's  circuit  wherein  he  ranges,  seeking  "  whom  be  may  devour.' 
U  is  the  theatre  of  contentions.     The  low  aspire  lo  rise ;  lli 
exalted  fear  lo  fall :  the  poor  envy  the  rich,  and  the  rich  despi 
the  poor.     It  is  a  foreign  country  to  the  snints,  and  as  pil|E:ri 
and  stranger*,  they  are  liable  to  reproachca,  injuries  and  ha 
dealings  from  the  wicked,  Ihe  natives  of  the  earth.     What  is  I 
present  momentary  life  that  so  enamors  us?     It  is  surroun 
with  temptations,  oppressed  with  fears,  ardent  with  irregular  (I< 
sires,  and  continually  spent  in  vanity  or  vexation.     In  adversi 
it  is  depressed  and  melancholy  ;  in  prosperity  foolish  and  {)rDui 
It  is  a  real  infelicity  under  ihe  deceitful  :ippearancc  of  felictt 
But  shove  all  other  motive!*,  the  evil  of  sin  from  which  wc  ca: 
not  be  clearly  exempted  here,  should  render  death  drstrvbl 
The  best  sulTer  internal  divisions  between  "  (he  law  of  the  (ledl 
and  the  law  of  (he  mind  ;"  as  Itehecca  felt  the  twins,  Ksau  ai: 
Jacob,  repugnnnt  in  her  womb.     How  hard  is  it  lo  be  coulin 
ally  watching  the  heart  that  corruptions  do  not  break  oul,  ani 
the  senses  that  temptations  do   not  break  in  .'     How  difficult 
order  the  afTections,  to  raise  what  if  drooping,  and  suppiesswh 
is  rcbellioas.'     For  they  arc  like  the  people  of  whom  the  hi 
torian  speaks,  ijvi  nee  totam  strvitutan  pati  possunt,  nn  loti 
liberlfilem.     How  m^iny  enemies  of  our  salvation  are  lodged  ii 
oar  own  bosoms.'     The  falls  of  the  saints  give  sad  evidence 
this.     If  the  body  were  unspotted  from  Ihe  world,  as  in  the  c 
.ttion  of  man,  there  might  be  e  just  plea  of  our  unuitlinffness  li 
part  with  it ;  but  since  it  is  the  ineenlivc  and  instrument  of  si 
wc  should  desire  to  be  dissolved,  that  wc  might  he  perfectly  h 
ly.     Death  ts  the  final  remedy  of  all  Ihc  temporal  and  Hph-itui 
evils  to  which  we  are  liable  here.      And  Ihe  love  of  Chri 
iJinuld  make  us  willing  lo  ]urt  with  all  the  endearments  of  (bii 

*SecuuM  h  corpor«  \-dobm  Mse  cum  Ciirinta,  sed  si  tin)  poMU  ] 
mnni*  inolMtiain.    Nolens  sd  oain  vcnit,  act)  voImm  earn'  viclL    Mg. 
131  mJoan. 


'» 


I 


» 


O*  DEATH. 

life,  n-i;,  desirous  to  enter  into  llio  t-vlestU)  IViidiso,  llioiigh  wo 
ii)ii<it  |*nss  iinilei  the  .tiitfcl's  swmxl,  lli«  .stroke  of  il<>ntJi,  ti>  ctmic 
into  liis  presence,  lie  inHnitcly  deserves  our  lovo,  fur  wo  »wc 
our  salration  and  eternal  (^tory  to  the  merit  of  his  huniiliatiuii, 
and  the  power  of  his  cxnitation.  With  what  c^iruest  alTt^clioiiti 
did  St.  Paul  desire  "to  be  dissolved  and  to  be  with  Cluiet?" 
I'hil.  1.  Love  ^avc  wing^  of  fire  to  his  »uu),  ardeut  desires 
tDountiiig  to  heaven,  liow  valiant  wore  the  martvrs  in  express- 
ing acts  of  love  (0  Christ  ?  How  boldly  did  tl'iej  encounter 
death)  (hat  interposed  between  (hem  and  the  sight  of  his  glory  ? 
Their  love  was  hotter  than  the  fluues  that  consumed  them. 
They  a)  willingly  leA  their  bodies,  as  Klias  let  fall  his  mAiiilc  to 
Rscend  to  heaven.  Aud  bow  does  it  upbraid  the  coldness  of  our 
love,  that  wo  arc  so  contented  to  bo  here,  absent  from  our  Sa- 
viour. That  the  moles  of  the  earth,  who  never  saw  the  licht  of 
the  sun,  and  feed  on  bitter  roots,  arc  pleased  in  their  daik  rc- 
coplaclcs,  is  no  wonder;  but  if  binb  that  are  rvfrcshot)  with  his 
cheerful  bettns,  and  feed  on  sweet  fruits,  should  wiUingly  be 
confined  in  caverns  of  the  earth,  It  were  naturally  strange 
Thus  for  Pagans,  (and  those  who  are  so  in  heart,  tliough  difler- 
cnt  in  profession )  that  ate  so  short-sighted  and  depraved,  that 
they  only  perceive  and  affecl  present  .lensible  things,  for  them 
lo  he  unwilling  to  die  is  no  wonder ;  for  then  all  (hat  is  valuable 
and  delightful  to  them,  is  lost.  forev«r ;  hut  for  (hose  who  are  en- 
lightened by  the  revelation  of  God  so  denrly  concerning  (be 
state  of  glory,  and  hav-u  lasted  the  goodness  of  (lie  Lord,  and 
know  the  incomparable  dilTerenco  between  (lie  mean  and  frail 
felicity  here,  and  the  inestimable  immutable  felicity  hereafter,  for 
ibvm  (n  be  unwilling  lo  le^ve  this  world  for  that  which  is  infi- 
nitely belter,  is  astonishing.  Such  was  the  love  of  our  Saviour, 
that  his  personal  glory  in  heaven  did  not  fully  content  him,  with- 
out the  Mints  partaking  of  it  with  htm  :  father,  I  will  that  those 
whom  thou  hast  given  me,  be  with  mc  where  I  am,  that  they 
may  behold  my  glory,  John  17.  If  our  hearts  do  not  answer 
his,  it  is  a  sad  indication  that  wo  have  not  an  interest  in  him: 
for  the  application  of  hiti  mcrit.s  is  always  joined  with  the  imi- 
latinn  of  his  virtues,  and  the  reflection  of  hif  love.  The  lovers 
of  Christ  will  join  with  the  inflamed  spouse,  draw  us,  and  wc 
will  run  aher  Uiee,Cant.  1.  O  loosen  our  afTccttons  from  this 
world,  that  we  may  ascend  to  thee  :  they  will  renew  the  sighs 
of  holy  David  in  his  banishment,  "  0  when  sliall  we  come  and 
appear  before  God  !" 

lastly,  lo  die  with  thankt^giving  and  joy.  It  is  usual  to  com- 
pare this  life  lo  a  voyage  :  the  scripture  is  the  chart  that  des- 
cribes the  coasts  wc  must  pass,  and  the  roeks  we  must  avoid: 
faith  is  the  com|>ass  that  directs  the  course  we  must  steer:  love  is 
the  rudder  that  governs  the  motion  of  the  xhip  :  hope  fills  the 
sails.  Now  what  passenger  iotis  not  rejoice  at  the  dixovcry  of 
vol..  I.  49 
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Ilis  country  where  hh  estate  and  heart  is,  and  more  al  ihc  near 
approach  to  the  port  where  he  is  to  land  ?  Ih  nut  Iicavcn  ihc 
country  of  the  saintA  ?  I»  not  llieir  birib  from  above,  and  tbeii 
terulencj- to  their  oriziRal  ?  And  is  not  Ihc  UrMcd  boMm  of 
Christ  their  |N>rt  ?  O  what  joyful  thanksgivingt  are  due  to  God, 
when  l>v  hJH  Spirit  and  prorjdence,  they  )invc  happily  finished 
their  voyage  Ihi-ough  such  dangerous  *»:»»,  and  arc  conitni;  into 
the  land  of  (he  living  ?  How  joyful  »'as  to  Noah  the  coming  of 
the  dove  with  an  ohve-branch,  to  shew  him  the  dolu^ce  was  as- 
suaged, an4l  the  time  was  come  of  his  freedoni  from  the  Iroubl 
somi' comiwny  of  animals,  and  I'roDi  the  sirsiitness  and  darkn 
of  the  ark,  to  go  forth  and  |>ossee9  the  world  ?  Mow  joyful  shoul 
death  be  to  a  saint,  that  coiucs  like  the  dove  in  the  evening, 
auure  him  the  deluge  of  misery  is  ceased,  aud  the  time  is  come 
of  bis  enlargement  from  the  body,  his  deliverance  from  (be 
wretched  sinful  society  here,  and  his  possessing  the  divine  world? 
Holy  souls  are  immediately  iranrtportcd  by  the  angels  to  Chri 
and  by  him  prcwnlcd  (o  his  Father,  "  wilhotil  spot  or  wrinkl 
complete  in  holiness,  and  pre))ared  for  communion  with  him 
glory.  How  joyfully  are  they  received  into  heaven  hy  our  Sa- 
viour and  the  bles&ed  spirits?  They  are  the  reward  of  his  suf- 
ferings, the  precious  and  dear  purchase  of  hi*  blood.  The  angel 
that  rejoice  at  (he  conversion  of  a  sinner,  do  mueh  mor«  at 
gloHGcalion  of  a  saint :  and  the  "  church  of  (he  first  bom,"  wL. 
nave  before  us  entered  into  glory,  have  a  new  accession  of  joy, 
when  their  younger  brethren  arrive  to  the  undented  immortal  in* 
herilancc.  And  is  it  not  very  becoming  believen),  joyfully  lo 
aseend  to  the  scat  of  blessedness,  to  the  happy  society  that  in- 
spires mutual  joys  forever  ?  For  our  encourxgeroeni,  there  are 
numerous  instances  of  believers  that  have  with  peace  and  joy, 
though  in  various  degrees,  passed  through  the  dark  valley,  to  the 
inheritance  of  light.  Some  have  died  with  more  i  joy  than  Ihey 
lived,  and  triumphed  over  the  last  enemy  with  (he  voeal  pmises 
otfioit  others  with  silent  afTeciions  have  r^uietly  cuininended 
their  spirits  into  his  hand.  Some  have  inward  refreshings  and 
Mtpport  i  othenf  exuberentjoys  nnd  rnvishnicnts,  as  if  (he  light 
of  glory  shined  into  them,  or  the  veil  of  flesh  were  drawn,  and 
their  spirits  were  present  with  (be  invisible  world.  Some  of  t 
martyrs  in  their  cruelesi  sufferings  fc^ll  such  impre^ions  of  co: 
denco  and  alacrity,  that  as  in  the  house  of  l.amech  (here  were 
corded  at  Ihti  same  lime  (wo  discordant  callings  by  the  two  hrol 
crs ;  .luhal  llie  invenler  of  the  harp  and  organ,  and  Tubal-Cajn 
the  firnt  artificer  in  brass  and  iron,  Gen.  4.  iho  one  practised 
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inBtruments  of  music,  breathing  barmonioua  sounds  and  melodies; 
the  other  used  hammers  and  aovila,  making  noise  and  tumult :  so 
in  some  persons,  whilst  the  heaviest  strokes  fell  on  their  bodies, 
their  souls  were  ravisbed  with  the  sweetest  joj  and  exultation. 
Indeed  it  ia  not  thus  always  with  the  saints :  for  though  sin  be 
pardoned,  yet  the  apprehensions  of  guflt  may  remain.  When  a 
stream  is  disturbed,  it  does  not  truly  represent  the  object :  when 
the  affections  are  disordered,  the  mind  does  not  judge  aright  of  a 
christian's  state.  A  serpent  may  bias  when  it  has  lost  its  sting. 
Death  may  terrify  when  it  cannot  hurt  ua.  I  doubt  not  but  some 
excellent  saints  have  been  in  anxieties  to  the  last,  till  their  feam 
were  dispelled  by  the  actual  fruition  of  blessednesa.  As  the  sun 
sometimes  seta  in  dark  clouds,  and  rises  in  a  glorious  horizon. 
We  read  our  evidences  for  heaven  by  the  light  of  tjod's  counten- 
ance :  his  image  ia  made  visible  in  our  souls  by  the  illustration  of 
his  Spirit:  and  he  exercises  prerogative  in  the  diapenaation  of 
hia  comforta.  It  ia  hia  pleaaure  to  bestow  extraordinary  favors 
on  aome,  and  deny  them  to  othera  that  are  aa  holy.  But  every 
penitent  believer  has  juat  cause  of  joy  in  death  :  for  Jesua  Christ 
has  reconciled  God,  destroyed  salan,  and  conquered  death  :  and 
the  last  day  of  liis  Ufe  is  the  first  of  his  glory. 


or 


ETERNAL  JUDGMENT. 


ACTS  XTII.  31. 

Becttme  he  hath  c^pomUd  a  day,  in  the  which  he  loUi  judge  the 

toorld  tn  righteoiuness,  by  that  man  whom  he  hath  ordained  ; 

tohareof  he  hath  given  assttranee  unto  M  men,  t»  tkat 

he  hath  rmaed  him  from  the  dead. 


CHAPTER  I. 

The  cobcrcncc  of  tbe  text  mwued.  Tbe  detenninuig  t  tiimi,  uid  the  deais- 
naiioii  of  the  pcnon  to  judge  the  world,  are  eaprowcd.  God  is  king  of  tEe 
worid  by  cicatioii.  The  two  principal  parts  of  fata  sovereignty,  an  giving 
laws  tonilo  liis  BubjecU,  and  to  pass  final  judgment  according  to  those 
lawv.  His  easeutial  atlribatca  qu^ify  him  for  the  exercise  of  goveminent. 
The  Son  of  God  united  to  the  human  nature,  is  wisely  qipoinlad  to  judge 
ii)t;n.  The  quality  of  this  office  requires  no  leas  person,  upon  the  account 
of  its  superiatire  dignity,  and  inunense  difficult.  It  is  the  reward  of  his 
euffeiincn.  The  Day  of  Judnnent  is  s^Ied  tbe  g>cal  day  io  savaral  res- 
pects. To  define  the  particular  time,  ia  beyond  the  knowledge  of  any 
mere  creature. 

Saint  Paul  had  this  title  of  honor  eminently  cocferred  upon 
him,  the  "  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles  :"  this  office  he  performed  with 
persevering  diligence,  difTuaing  "  the  iisht  of  life  to  those  that 
sat  in  darkness,  and  in  the  shadow  of  death."  In  this  chapter, 
we  have  recorded  the  substance  of  his  sermon  to  the  Athenians ; 
wherein  his  admirable  zeal  and  prudence  are  remarkable,  in  the 
matter  and  order  of  his  discourse,  (o  convince  and  persuade  them 
Io  receive  the  saving  truth  of  the  gospel.  He  first  lays  down  the 
principles  of  natural  religion,  to  prepare  them  for  the  more  easy 
belief  of  supernatural  revealed  religion.  The  depravation  of  the 
minds  of  men  was  in  no  instance  more  prodigious,  than  in  their 
villifying  conceits  of  the  Deity :  tbey  attributed  bis  name  and 
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hoitor  to  vrHous  tdoU,  aikI  Mcril>cd  (o  him  (h«ir  own  Cfpirc, 
which  wiut  inlinilelj'  wore  unwortliv  and  dishonorable,  their  own 
|Mift»ion!t  and  vice^.  Tliey  adored  their  own  vain  imaginations : 
(lie  idoU  of  their  heailii  were  erected  on  their  altars.  Venui 
was  a  goddess,  because  inip>ire  love  reipied  in  their  breast.  Bac- 
chus had  religiouH  riles,  because  scnsunl  iik-asurGs,  as  sweet  as 
wine,  intoxicated  ihcir  spirits.  These  errors,  as  groes  as  impious, 
were  universal ;  the  philoaujihcrs  theuielvcs  were  not  exempted 
from  the  contagion.  The  a]M>9tlc  ihercfore  mnkcs  U8«  of  the 
clearcM  arguments,  to  aive  aulhotitjr  to  the  plain  conspiring 
voiee  of  nature,  that  had  so  long  in  %'ain  recalled  them  from  idub 
atry  to  the  woiship  of  the  only  irue  God.  lie  thercfoie  declares, 
that  the  divine  malccr  of  all  things,  Iho  Father  of  Spirits,  could 
not  be  represented  by  corporeal  and  corruptible  things,  verse 
39.  but  was  (o  be  acknowledged  nnd  adored  in  a  manner  be- 
coming his  spiritual  and  infinite  perfections.  That  he  mode  all 
natinns  of  one  blood,  ver.  2G.  though  di«linxiii»hed  in  their  h^H 
bitalions  and  times,  that  Ihov  might  seek  nnd  serve  one  univri^| 
sal  creator.  And  ihoiigh  tlie  I'agan  woild  for  many  iigcs  ha^^ 
lived  in  an  unnatural  oblivion  of  God,  and  ho  seemed 
ccrncd  for  their  violation  ol  his  laws;  yet  it  was  not  from 
defect  of  Justice,  but  the  direction  of  his  ivisdoni,  that  his  [ 
lience  was  so  long  extended  to  (hem.  And  this  he  proves 
the  new  and  most  express  declaration  of  his  will :  "  but  now 
commandeth  all  men  every  whereto  repent;  because  ho  halh 
iqjpoinled  aday,  in  which  he  will  judge  the  world  in  riKlileous- 
ness,  by  that  man  whom  he  hath  oidained;  whereof  Tie  hath 
given  assurance  to  all  men,  in  that  he  raised  him  from  (he  dead." 
In  the  wordf,  the  eternal  counsels  of  God  urc  revealed,  in  Iwj 
great  things : 

1.  The  determining  a  time  wherein  lie  wttl  righteously  ji 
the  world  :  he  hath  aii|>ointcd  a  day. 

2.  The  designation  of  the  person  by  whom  he  will  perform' 
that  eminent  part  of  sovereignty;  by  Jesus  Christ,  whom  he_ 
hstb  raised  from  the  dead. 

In  order  to  (he  handling  of  the  tuaio  (kmdI,  it  is  requisite  to  ] 
mise  briefly  some  propositions. 

[I.]  That  God  is  the  universal  monarch  of  the  world,  and  hi 
supreme  authority  to  govern  reasonable  creatures,  antecedent 
(heir  election  and  consent.     The  Psalmist  calls  to  the  heathen 
know  ye  that  the  Lord  is  God,  I'sol.  100.  3.  that  is,  (he  nic 
glorious  being,  and    absolute    sovereign ;    *'  For  it  is  h«   tin 
made  us,  and  not  we  ourselves."     Jle  formed  all  things  by 
almighty  goodness,  and  is  king  by  creation. 

[i.]  Tlic  (WO  principal  and  necessary  parts  of  his  sovercJgi 
tr  are,  to  give  laws  for  (he   ruhng  of  his  siibjec(s,  and  to  pi 
nnal  judgment  upon  them  for  their  obedience  or  disconformity 
his  precepts.     Mere  natural  agenti  arc  rvgulnled  by  a  wise  ea 
tsblishtnent,  that  is  the  law  of  their  creation  :  the  sun  and  s(ai 
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are  moved  according  to  (lie  JuhI  points  of  their  compass :  the 
angels  arc  iitxlvr  i>  l»w  in  heaven,  "  and  obey  his  cDniDiand- 
nwnts."  The  huiuiin  nature  of  Christ,  ibough  advanced  to  the 
highest  eapacitjr  of  a  creature,  yet  received  a  law  :  and  his 
whole  work  upon  earth  for  our  saWalton,  wa»  nn  act  of  obedi- 
ence to  the  will  of  (iod.  If  a  prince,  out  of  afTcction  to  his 
friend,  will  leave  his  own  doniinionfl,  and  live  privately  with  him 
tn  a  foreign  country,  he  must  be  subject  to  the  laws  of  that  place. 
Indeed,  it  is  not  conceivable,  that  a  creature  should  be  without  n 
law  ;  for  this  is  to  make  it  supreme  and  independent :  supreme, 
in  not  being  liable  (o  a  superior  power  to  confine  and  oixler  it ; 
-independent,  as  to  its  being  and  opcratiom ;  for  dependence  ne- 
bessarily  infers  subjection.  There  is  a  visible  connexion  be- 
tween those  titles ;  the  Lord  is  our  Judge,  the  l.onl  ik  our  law- 
giver, the  Lord  is  our  king  ;  Isa.  33.  22.  .Vnd  .wmettmes  in  scrip- 
Krr.  his  sovereigbly  is  inlimaied  in  the  title  of  a  judge  :  Thus 
that  bumble  ex|)0stulalion  of  .\btaham  foi  Sodom  ;  "  Shall  not 
the  judge  of  all  the  world  do  right"  ?  He  addresses  his   request 

ito  God  under  that  title,  to  soAen  his  power,  and  incline  his 
Uemeney  to  save  the  wicked  for  their  sasea  who  were  compara- 
tively righteous,  that  is,  innocent  of  their  crying  sins. 
I    [3.]   A*  hiH  right  to  govern  and  judge  the  world  is  natural,  to 
■re  his  tt1tribijti--8,  his  wiMlom,  holiness,  justice  and  power,  that 
jualify  and  render  him  most  woilhy  to  exercise  Ibis  guverninenl. 
TbfiM  are  Anite  separable  (lualilies  in  angels  oi  men,  but  essen- 
Kal  perfections  to  the  Deity.    It  is  more  rational  to  conceive, 
liat  things  may  be  congealed  by  the  heat  of  fire,  or  turned  black 
Iby  whiteness,  than  that  the  least  act  of  injustice  can  be  done  by 
^e  righteous  Lord.     The  Apostle  rejects,  with  extreme  deies- 
BO,  Ibe  blasphemous  chnrgo  of  unrighteousness  in  God's  pro- 
jingi:  is  Goil  unrighteous,  thjit  tuketh  vengeance?  God  Ibr- 
for  then  how  shall  God  judge  the  world .'  Rom.  3.  5.   6. 
I^e  may  as  soon  renounce  his  nature,  and  eeas"  to  be  God,  (for 
Is  such  he  is  necessarily  judge  of  the  world)  as  violate  his  own 
>rfeetions  in  his  judicial  proceedings  with  us. 
[4.]  God  being  invisible  in  bis  own  nature,  bath  most  wisely 
laincd  the  last  judgment  of  the  woid  to  be  transacted  by  a  visi- 
[blu  jicrson ;  because  men  arc  to  be  judged  and  the  whole  process 
lof  judgment  with  them  will  be  fur  thingadune  in  the  body.     The 
[iM^nton  appointed  for  this  great  work,  is  Jesus  Christ  the  Son  uf 
Iftud,  united  to  the  human  nulure.     The  Father  judgeth  no  man, 
Ijohn  6.  Zi,  not  as  if  he  descended  from  the  throne,  and  divested 
tihiniself  of  his  sufiremacy,  but  not  tniinediately  ;  but  hath  committ* 
]  ed  :tll  judgment  to  the  Son.  And  it  follows,  as  the  Katbcr  UaiU  life 
I  in  himseli,  so  hath  he  given  to  the  son  to  have  life  in  himself ;  and 
hath  given  him  authority  to  execute  judgment  also,  because  he 
Is  the  ton  of  man  ;  ver.  26.  S7.  that  is,  in  the  ((uality  of  mediator, 
I  lor  the  reward  of  his  suflerings.     The  tjiulity  of  this  odice  re- 
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(|iUm  no  less  person  lor  Ihe  diBcharge  of  it,  ihan  the  Son 

(ioil. 

1.  I'jion   Iho  account   of  its  stiporlatiro   itignity.     So  mo 
creature  is  capable  of  Huch  a  glorious  comraisston :  to  (Mias  atO' 
ereiini  sentence  upon  nngch  sik)  men,  is  k  royalty  reserved  ft 
Uod  himself.     Wu^j-cntl,  that  no  ninn  in  heaven  orsartb  wu  •bio 
to  open  tho  scaled  hook  of  his  eternal  counKis,  hb  uosoardultlc 
deep,  Rev.  5.  only  JeMis  ('lu-Ut,  who  was  in  tlie  boflom  of  the  ft 
Ihcr,  lhe^e»l  of  hiseoun.icls  and  eoin)>n!^<^ions,  arul  was  acquaint 
with  nil  hia  jclorious  secrets,  could  unfold  the  order  of  the  Divine 
decrees  about  the  church.     And  if  no  creature  was  worthy  to  be 
admilled  into  God's  counsel,  much  less  to  be   taken  into  hi^^ 
throne :  the  eternal  Son,  "  the  express  image  of  his  person,"  ^H 
alone  &t  to  be  his  authorized  representative  in  judgment.     Ov^^ 
Saviour  dcclarcB,  that  the  Father  invested  the  Son  tvith  this  r^ 
gal  power,  thnl  all  men  should  honor  the  Son,  .lotiii  5.  23.  wi 
the  wime  reliKious  icvcrenee,  and  stipreiuc  adoration,  m  if 
honor  the  father. 

2.  Upon  the  account  of  (lie  inirnensc  difficulty,  no  mere 
lure  is  able  to  discharge  it.     To  judge  the  world,  includes  I 
things  :   1 .  To  pass  a  righteous  and  irrevocable  judgment  u 
men  for  nil  tliinfiH  done  in  this  life.     3.  The  actual  exoculion  of 
the  sentence     And   for  this  no   Icsa  than  infinite  uis<lom  and 
infinite  power  are  neccasary.     If  a  select  number  of  angeb  of 
the  hiKbfM  order  were  dnpuled,  yet  ibey  cMild  not   manage  the 
judicial  trial  of  one  man  :  for  )>e9ide.i  the  innumerable  acta  am 
omiastons  in  one  lile,  the  secrets  of  (he  heart,  front  whence 
fpiiit  or  pmdness  of  moral  actions  is  principally  derived, 
not  open  to  them.     Me  alone  that  discerns  all  things,  can  reqd: 
an  account  of  all. 

3.  The  son  of  man  is  invested  with  this  high  office,  as  tbo 
ward  of  his  siilfiTings.  We  must  disiingiiisti  between  the  e^ 
senlial  and  ecnnomical  |>owcr  of  ChriM.  Tbo  Son  of  G(k),  eon^_, 
tidered  in  his  divine  nature,  has  an  orig:inal  (tower  of  jadgmeiiHl 
npia)  with  the  Father;  but  considered  as  Mediator,  Itas  rf"' 
power  of  delegation.  In  the  (|uality  of  the  Son  of  Man,  he  is  in- 
ferior in  dignily  lo  ibc  Father.  The  Apo.stle  declares  this  in 
that  scale  of  subordination  of  the  creatures  lo  believers,  and  of 
Wlicvers  to  Chrisl,  and  of  Christ  to  G'od  ;  "  all  things  are  yours, 
and  you  arc  Chriat's,  and  Christ  is  God's."  And  observing  the 
boauliful  order  (hat  arises  from  the  superiority  and  dopendance 
between  things,  he  saith,  the  "head  of  every  man  is  ChriM,  and 
(he  head  of  tbo  woman  k  the  man,  and  (he  head  of  Christ  \»  Cod." 
Now  lhi«  power  by  commiwion  was  conferred  upon  him,  as  Ihe 
reward  of  bis  suiVcrings.  The  Apostle  expretnly  declare*  it, 
that  Christ  being  in  the  fbnn  of  Cod,  and  without  any  usurpa- 
tion truly  «]ual  to  him  in  divine  perfections  and  majesty,  "  hum- 
bled  himself,  and   became  obedient  to  the  death  of  the  crow. 
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VV1)er«lare  (iod  hallt  highly  ^sailed  Kim,  and  givpn  him  n  name 
«l(OVC  ovcry  name  :  thnt  al  llio  name  of  Jcsiin  every  Wnt-e  shotiltl 
bow,  of  lhin);s  in  beavcii,  uixl  Ihiiit^s  in  canli,  anil  (liin^s  un<ler 
the  ftartl) ;  aiid  (hat  every  (on^e  ohwuld  nunfcs^  that  Jctxis  Christ 
it  Loril,  to  the  eloiy  of  God  the  Falhcr."  Hiit  viclonoua  suf- 
farit^B  are  (he  tiilea  to  Mb  triumpht;  bit  being  .to  iftnoniiniuusly 
liepressed  and  condctoncd  by  men,  is  the  just  reason  of  his  sti- 
vaneement  to  jutl(to  ()tc  world. 

[5.]  There  it  ■  day  agipointed  wherein  ihe  Son  of  mini  will 
appear  in  MOiiblo  f^lory,  oJid  exorcise  his  judicial  imwer  upon 
angels  and  men.  He  it  now  "  seated  at  the  right  band  of  the 
KUjvaty  on  High,"  and  the  ccle&tial  spheres  are  under  his  feet: 
universal  natiiro  feels  the  power  of  his  sccplio:  he  reigns  id  (be 
heat(H  uf  the  saints  by  his  Word  and  Spirit,  and  r«»(rains  ihe 
I'liry  of  his  enemies  in  what  de^-es  lie  plenties:  but  atiil  his 
Mrranls  are  in  distress,  and  his  rebellious  enemies  insolently 
brvalc  his  laws .  and  the  curtains  of  hearen  conceal  his  ^loty 
from  us:  therefore  a  lime  it  prefixed  when  in  the  face  of  the 
world  he  will  make  an  denial  diflWence  by  rewards  and  pun- 
isbments,  between  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  and  his  govern- 
ment shall  have  its  complete  and  glorioos  inue.  This  is  styled 
Ihc  "  Judgment  of  the  great  day." 

1.  With  respect  to  the  appearance  of  the  judge.  When  (he 
law  was  given  from  mount  Kinai,  the  mountain  was  covered  with 
fire,  and  (lie  voice  of  God  as  loud  as  thander  proclaimed  it  fro« 
the  midst  of  the  flames,  so  that  the  whole  army  of  the  Israelites 
was  prostrate  on  the  plain,  struck  with  the  sacred  horror,  and  al- 
most dead  at  the  amazing;  sights  and  sounds.  From  Iwni-e  it  ft 
aaid,  that  "  in  his  right  hand  was  a  itcry  law."  And  if  the  law- 
giver appeared  in  such  Icrtiblo  maje.tty  at  the  proclaiming  the 
Uw,  how  much  more  when  he  shall  eome  to  revenge  the  trvns- 
gTMsions  of  it  .>  It  is  set  forth  in  Scripture  in  the  most  lofty  •nd 
magRtfieent  expressions :  he  shall  come  in  hit  Father's  Rlory, 
and  his  own  glory ,  and  the  glory  of  the  angela,  l.uke  9.  36.  A 
devoiirii);;  lire  shall  go  before  him,  to  consume  all  (he  works  of 
(he  univeise.  i  lo  shall  descend  from  the  highest  heavens,  glori- 
as in  the  attendance  of  innumerable  angels,  but  more  in  his  own 
lajcsty,  and  sit  on  a  radiant  throne  high  above  all. 

2.  It  is  great  with  respect  to  the  appearance  of  those  who  are 
be  judged  :  all  Ihe  apostate  angels,  and  the  universal  progeny 

'  Adam.  The  bowels  of  the  earth,  and  the  liotloro  of  (he  sea, 
Rnd  all  ihe  elementit  shall  give  up  Ihe  d(-:id.  The  mighty  angels, 
Jie  winged  ministets  of  justice,  shall  lly  lo  all  parts,  and  attack 
Itiie  wicked  to  bnng  them  as  miserable  prisoners  before  that  high 
llribunal.  And  those  blessed  powerful  spirits  shall  eongrcgate 
^Ihe  righteous,  to  present  (liera  at  his  right  hand. 

It  is  great  with  respect  to  what  shall  be  then  done:  he 
perform  tlio  most  glorious  and  consummate  act  of  his  tegal 
vol..  I.  60 
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oIEca;  after  a  riehlootis  Irul,  iiroiioiiivru  jiMlgmcnl,  upon  v 
thv  I'lvmal  i)«-Min_r  of  the  tvorlil  lU-iicmls.  Awl  immcdi 
Ihc  sjiints  sl)»ll  •Kcm)  viilh  him  to  tho  i-vcrluling  rDanniunii  af_ 

iioty,  umi  the  nicked  nhall  be  sunllowed  up  in  Ihc  fiery 
orcvcr. 

To  dfifine  the  particular  lime  when  this  Hhall  he  ac<-om|)li»b4 
ii  b«joi>d  the  knowledge  of  the  angels  of  highest  diipiity,  it] 
inter  arctma  imperii,  aiaoiig  iho  secreis  of  the  kingdom  of  he 
ven.     It  is  observatilc,  ih.tt  t!od  has  revealed  the  times  precil 
ly  wherein  some  great  events  should  come  to  pass ;  after  how  i 
ny  years  the  IsraclitcttFhould  be  freed  from   K^plian  bondag 
■Aer  what  space  uf  time  (hoy  should  be  restored  from  the  captivi 
of  Babylon ;  when  the  &fcuiah  should  die  for  the  expiation  j 
sin;  btit  there  is  no  dcsifi^ation  by  certain  characters  of  tl 
partiouUrdny,  nor  year,  nor  age  in  any  prophecy,  of  our  Saviou 
coming  to  judgment.      And  uf  thi<i  an  aneount  may  be  give 
The  special  r-nd  of  tliose  predictions  was,  that  those  who  liv^ 
(o  see  their  accomplishment,  notwithstanding  the  seeming  imf 
sibilities,  might  beliere  the  truth  and  power  of  (Jod  to  fulfil 
rerelation  of  his  purposes  for  the  time  to  come.     Hut  at  t| 
iMt  day,  all  the  promises  and  thrcotenings  will  bo  futlilled, : 
thing  will  remain  to  be  the  object  of  faith;  and  eonsctjucnllyj 
was  superlluou:)  to  declare  the  certain  lime,  since  the  exact 
eomplisbment  of  it  according  to  Ihe  piciliction,  will  neither  i 
useful  to  confirm  believers,  or  convert  infidels. 

Lastly,  the  resurrection  uf  Jesus  Christ  is  the  most  eonvitj 
ing  and  commanding  evidence  ol*  this  doctrine,  that^he 
judge  the  world.  For  he  was  charged  with  blasphemy  descr 
iog  of  death  for  this  Icstinony:  I  say  unto  you,  hereafter  shall 
you  Wc  (be  son  of  mitn  silting  on  the  right  band  of  power,  and 
coining  in  Ihv  clouds  of  heaven,  Malth.  26.  64.  lie  dedicated 
marlynlom  in  his  own  sufTeiings.  Now  God  in  rai«ing  him  from 
Ihc  dead,  confirmed  the  truth  of  his  testimony  by  that  visible 
miracle,  and  the  belief  of  it  converted  the  world  to  Chriatlanily. 
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CHAPTEK  II. 


I  will  rinhkaiuty  jtulfS':  tbi:  hotUI  by  Jvmia  C'lirint.     Tlxt  rif:hti-'<niin''i«i  of 

rl'a  itnlirial  (>rvir*it'itiii{»  will  n^iHinr  by  uuusiik'rriig  Itie  tiptily   of  Uwi 

■w,  il)«  nilu  of  iiiili;iiii'r)(:  tlu' luw  of  iiatiiro  i.->ititii<ler^t  in    iis  )iruce(iiii 

dhI  |H'iinlti(i&    Tliu  |in'rr)i|ii  am  mirli  nj>  bvcoiin:*  the  crvni'tr   1o  gir<!i, 

ilii<l  ibi-  rvncujiatilr  i-jrrAiurc  to  rcc-rivt.     An  uii»n*rr  l«  liii;  olijc^'lion,  ihal 

'ihe  biw  b('in^  I'litv  uml  pertoet,  vi  J  man  in  a  fintl  Mule,  it  mmiu  luH  lu  re- 

i|ltii*  jwrfrri  nbciliuiice   (Voin  liiin,  nml  '-oni|<<iiin  liitn   Ihr  AilingKi    TIm 

_kw  or  frith  c<in»ilcnMl.    Our  inuoriMiri.- licinn  loM,rcpoi)Uini-i-  m  nllowcd. 

BBiitewe  (tt>vdi«tii'F  ia  ni-rrphril,  wtiL're  perfection  i»  wautiUK-     l.'nlrigticd 

Vhhltin  the  mleotnor  in  ibi*  (-i>ii<lii)on  of  oitr  juHlifitrutioii  auil  climllraiiiMi. 

TiMt  iioi  romplfiiv  H-iili  ilio  itoipcl  tcmw  of  wlvaiinn,  procev<T8  ftom  tlie 

iwrvorac  wilUof  axil. 

will  now  proceed  to  illuslrate  and  prove  the  main  point,  wbieb 
tthts. 

bdt  fiod  mUjtidge  the  world  in  righttoutttess by  Jesus  ChrM. 

Tlic  M^sdiulor,  who  rhM  be  jiid^^  in  t)ic  union  of  1<oth  n;i[urcs, 
cDiiHulvnid  >]>  ilic  Son  of  God,  is  «ssenliaH,v  li«lj'  «»d  rii;liti;cm» ; 
iiiul  consiilcred  as  (he  Son  of  man,  was  "holy,  harinlus!*,  undc- 
liled,  and  separate  from  sinners."  In  him  all  virtues  shincd  in 
(bvir  ahsolute  purity  :  end  who  is  so  worthy  and  qualified  to  re- 
ward  holincsi  and  punish  wickedness  as  "  the  holy  one  of  God  i" 
It  is  said  of  litm,  lliou  hast  loved  ri^lilcousoesji,  and  haled  ini- 
■{uily,  thLToforc  thy  God  hnlh  nnoinlud  llieo  with  oil  of  gladneaa 
above  tliy  fellows,  Hi;h.  1 .  9.  i:on!><.-rn)t<.'<i  liini  to  (he  rcj^l  oflice, 
and  cDiichoil  his  human  nature  with  endowments  suitahlo  to  il. 
It  was  prophi^sied  nf  him  tho  spirit  of  the  lord  shall  i-cst  upon 
bim,  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and  understandine,  the  spirit  of  eoun- 
sel  and  might,  the  epitit  of  knowledge  and  of  the  fear  of  the 
Lord  ;  and  shall  make  him  of  (|uick  understanding  in  the  fear  of 
the  Lord :  and  he  shall  not  juit^c  ;iftcr  the  sight  of  his  eyes, 
neither  rt-prorc  afli^r  the  heatin);  nf  his  ears ;  but  with  ngbtcous- 
neM shall  he  judge  the  [>uor,  and  reprove  with  equity,  Isa.  11.2. 
3,  4.  Human  jiidgmenls  arc  often  unrighteous,  from  vicious  res- 
peets  «nd  aReetions  that  pervert  the  will,  or  fair  appearances 
that  deceive  the  understanding:  by  gifts  or  guile,  innocence  is 
cast,  and  guilt  arquilled ;  hut  the  .judge  of  the  world  is  inflexible 
to  partiality,  and  all  things  "  are  entirely  open  to  his  sight."  In 
the  act  of  judgment  heisrrprc»«nted  diiting  on  a  white  throne, 
Rev.  SO.  II.  the  emhlcm  of  unspotfd  holiness. 

The  righteoiisnoss  of  God's  judicial  proceedings  will  appear,  by 
comidcring  three  things. 
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"t.  '  The  equity  of  bis  Iaw,  lh«  rule  of  the  greal  and  6nai  jc 
incnt. 

II.  The  evidence  of  tbo  facta  xnd  natter,  which  shall  be 

duflcd  an  the  reason  of  the  judgment. 

III.  The  impartiality  of  the  scnicncc, 
I.     The  Gijiiily  of  the  law  whi^ih  shall  be  the  iu)c  of  the  !■ 

judgmi-nt.     This  will  np|>c.ir  by  coiiitidtirtng  the  law  of  nntur 
and  the  law  Df  faith,  in  their  precepts  .ind  p«naJtir-^<i,  annexed 
enforce  the  observation  of  them. 

(I.J  The  law  of  nature,  which  ia  the  rule  of  man's  duty,  wUll 
the  rule  of  judj^ment :  for  without  the  law  there  is  no  trans 
Stnn  ;  and  con§c'iuontly  a  person  is  unnccDuntabic  for  hrn  arliol 
This  law  is  compoM.-(t  of  sucb  rules  as  arc  mo^t  becoming 
wise  and  gracious  Creator  to  give,  and  tlie  reaxmiiblo  cr 
to  receive  and  obey:  for  (hey  entirely  a^rec  and  concentre 
his  glorv,  and  the  good  of  his  snbjeets.     The  Apostle  adortts  l' 
law  with  the  tdosI  excellent  eulogy  -,  it  in  holy,  Ju»4,  and 
Knm.  T.  1 2.     Holy,  as  it  enjoins  all  acts  of  piety    (o   God : 
ador.iliiin  of  his  majesty    rcsulliii!;  from  hi«  inexpressible   di< 
pGtfeeiions,  the  imitation  of  hi»  puiiiy,  a  reliance  on  bis  goodnca 
a  resignation  to  bis  most  wise  proTidcnce,    and  a  dutiful  ohvi 
cncu  to  his  will.     Stich  a  sense  of  our  dependancc  and  aul>}i 
tlon  to  Qod,  is  the  proper  character  of  the  reasonable  creator 
as  dif;nificd  abovft  inanimate  and  mere  sensitive  beings, 
law  in  jiHl,"  aa  it  direct!i  us  bow  to  demean  ourselves  in  our 
riouu  relations.     Justice  is  the  cement  of  societies,  wilbotit  wbl 
they  disband  and  fait  into  confusion.     And  Ibc  sum  of  the  Uwj 
virtually  comprised  in  one  rule,  "  to  do  to  others  as  we   woa 
they  should  do  to  us,''  than  which  nothing  is  more  equal.     It 
good  to  man  that  keeps  it,  commanding  nothing  but  what  is  ir 
ential  upon  his  well-being  here  and  forever.     It  docs  not  infrir 
bis  true  freedom,  but  allows  him  unstained  delights,  and    enjoa 
what  is  proi»er  to  advance  and  secure    his  dignity,  felicity    lU 
perfectiou.     It  forbids  every  thing  that  defile^  and  dcbasi'K  hi 
and  causes  a  degeneration  from  his  native  excellency.     If  we  [ 
Bcind  in  our  thoughts  the  sacred  autliurily  of  the  lawgiver,  alii 
precepts  of  the  law  for  their  ntonl  goodness  deserve  our  estc 
and  choice,  and  entire  observation.     The  sanctified  mind  sppr 
thoMi  universally.      1  ustevm  all  thy  precepts  concerning  all  ihir 
to  be  right,  saith  holy  David,  FmI.  IVJ.  V2ii.  Nny,  in  tbowicke 
there  is  an  intellecliuil  assent  to  the  goodness  uf  the  law,  tboug 
the  corrupt  will  doth  not  embrace  it :  there  are  some  inelinatio 
and  wisltes  tu  obey  it,  hut  controlled   by  vicious   dvsircn.     It 
saifl  of  the  convinced  sinner,  'Hiou  knowest  his  will,  and  apptc 
est  the  things  ibftt  are  more  excellent,  Kom.  3.  18, 

It  may  be  objected,  that  the  \nvf  being  [mrc,  and  man  in  a 
state,  fiurroundcd  wilh  innunier^iblc   temptations,  to  tequire  i 
feet  obedience  fiom  him,  and  oontieaiD  hint  lor  his  failings, 
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h«nl.  Tbc  law  lays  a  restraint  upmi  all  th«  wnaos,  and  Turbida 
all  f\i:My  lusts  :  (his  may  bo  eujr  to  separate  souls,  l>ut  fur  men 
to  Uvo  in  ibc  t>od;r,  as  if  ihej  wore  out  of  it,  to  be  always  Tii;il- 
lint  againttt  itie  in»inuslion9  or  atlackti  of  ein,  is  iinpo.'^ililt:. 
Tlids  llic  caitial  niiiii)  is  tpi  with  »ome  color,  to  traduce  the 
righteousness  of  Cod'*  government.  But  it  will  be  cicarty  vin* 
dicated,  by  considering, 

I .  I'hc  law  supposes  raaa  in  a  state  of  integrity,  furnished  will) 
aulficicDt  power  to  comply  with  every  precept,  though  free  to 
fall  from  hia  duty  and  biippiness.  To  command  absolute  im[»os- 
8U>ililtea  istyrHnaicai,  and  uttrrly  incousistoot  with  tlie  n;iturc  uf 

ttUe«edGod. 
8.  The  first  man  wilfully  Iran»j;res»cd  the  law,  and  lost  bis  ho- 
Uneu:  and  nalure  being  poisoned  in  Ihu  foiinlaio,  is  corrnpl  in 
all  the  descendants  from  him.  Aljinkind  watjuatly  dcgrodcd  in 
lebellious  Adam,  and  is  destitute  of  spiritual  strength  to  poiform 
fll  tliat  the  law  rc(|uires. 

K  3.  This  disabiliiy  is  vicious  and  culpable,  and  ran  be  no  prt- 
lent-u  ngaiuiit  the  righis  of  ihc  lawgiver.  A  nalui-al  disability 
from  the  want  ul'  rttjuiailc  Cncullios  is  a  just  excuse.  It  is  ilo 
fault  that  a  man  cannot  Mop  the  ^u^,  as  Joshua  did  ;  nor  calm  .-i 
tempusi,  as  our  Saviour  did  by  bin  word.  But  the  disability  that 
arises  from  a  depraved  di^iosition,  renders  a  person  more  guilty, 
^nd  this  is  Ui«  present  vase.  The  will  of  man  i»  disobedient  ai>d 
pei  verse,  and  as  soon  as  it  can  exercise  election,  chooses  eril^ 
Mid  by  custom  in  sin  lieconies  moi-e  hardened  and  obstinate.  And 
from  hence  the  pi  ophct  charges  the  contumacious  Jews ;  Behold, 
tlieir  ear  is  uucircumcised,  and  Ihcy  cannot  hearken,  Jer.  6.  10. 
Yerc  tltey  uDcapablc  of  hcaringthcdiTinccommandsr  No;  but 
word  of  the  Lord  was  to  them  a  reproach,  they  hod  no  de- 
tht  in  it.  And  our  Saviour  upbraids  the  I'harisccs,  How  can 
believe,  which  receive  honor  one  of  another,  and  seek  not  the 
«or  that  comes  from  (Jod  only  ?  John  5.  44.  They  were  in 
bi^i  reputation  fur  ibeir  boliucsH,  whirh  made  it  impoMiblc  for 
"kern  in  a  humble  )>enilent  manner  to  submit  to  our  Saviour.  In 
rt,  the  primary  end  of  the  law  was  the  happiness  of  inan  in 
bo  performance  of  bis  duty  ;  and  his  first  &in,  and  coiisei|uenl 
ipolcnce  to  fulfil  it,  uas  by  his  own  fault.  As  the  obliijuity  of 
llinc  cannot  be  ascribed  to  the  straight  rule,  but  to  the  error  of 
hand  that  draws  it.  And  iVom  hence  it  is  clear,  ih.il  if  (Jod 
linuld  with  a  terrible  exactncfta  require  of  men  unanning  0(>edi- 
•Hce  upon  (he  pain  ofdiimnation,  he  could  R<it  be  taxed  with  un- 
rigbtoou»neiis. 

(li.)  But  (>ucl  has  been  pleased  to  mitigate  and  allay  the  8C< 
verity  of  the  law  by  thr  gnsfiel ;  so  that  alllwugh  (be  least  breach 
of  it  makes  a  peison  an  ollender  and  obnoxious  to  judgment,  yet 
the  la^  oi  failh  propounds  such  merciful  conditions  to  the  guilty, 
ihat  upon  (lie  perlbnsaDce  pf  (hem,  they  maf  plead  t])eir.|)«rtLoR 
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sealed  with  Iho  blood  of  thoir  Ri-dcfitncr,  and  ehaU  be  savc<l  m 
crowned  in  the  daj  nf  Judf^nciit.     Wg  urc  coinmanded  so  to; 
and  do,  as  ihcy  lha(  nhnll  be  judged  by  ihc  law-  of  liberty,  Ji 
i.  I'i.     Tbiis  Ibu  |;o»{>ol  is  Htylvd,  in  ibnl  it  frees  the  conacience, 
though  not  from  ibv  obediences  yet  fix>in  (he  tvrroTA  nnd  condein- 
nstion  uf  the  \uw  ;  for  there  was  nut  (he  least  slgnifM-ation  of  mct^ 
cy  by  it.     But  in  the  gospel,  the  grace  of  God  most  illuslriouH~ 
iippean. 

1.  la  that  when  our  innocence  was  lost,  (here  may  be  a 
vatJoD  of  the  sinner  by  repentance,  to  which  the  plenary  |nrdd 
of  ain  is  assured  :  Wash  ye,  make  ye  clean,  put  away  the  eril 
your  doings  from  before-  mine  eyvs  :  cease  to  do  evil,  and   lea 
to  do  well,  Siiidi  the  Lord  :  antl  though  your  sins  tm  as   aeaik 
tlwy  ffhall  bi-  wWtir  as  Miow  ;  though  they  be  red  like  <-rimso| 
tlicy  iOmII  I>e  while  like  wool,  ]»».  I.  Ifi,  17,  IH.     God  will 
parilon  those  who  for{;ivc  nnd   flatter  tliemsclves  in  their  rin 
but  those  who  confess  nnd  fuiukc  ihcni,  shall  find  mercy. 

2.  Sincerity  ofobedience  is  accepted  where  perfection  is  wan 
ing.     When  a  person  with  consent  of  heart  and  serious  cndeai 
«rs  strircs  (o  obey  the  holy  nnll  of  Ciod,   without  (be  cxccpii 
of  uny  known  dttty,  or  Ihc  indnl^ence  of  any  sin,  God  will  apt 
him,  as  n  father  »pnrefl  hU  son  that  serves  him,  Mai.  H.  17.     It  I 
not  so  much  the  matter  u»  tlic  allowance  that  makes  tin  demlly. 
Whore  there  is  ^uilc  in  the  heart,  it  will  be  wvercly  im|MJted. 
It  is  not  according  to  some  particular  nets  of  sin,  but  the  tcimr  of 
(he  life,  that  the  stale  of  man  will  be  decided. 

3.  Unfeigned  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus,  that  ia,  Buch  a  belief    _ 
the  tnith  nnd  i^oodnoss  of  his  promises,  as  induces  us  "  to  receive 
him  as  our  I'rinee  and  Saviour,"  as  purifies  the   conseienco,  tlif 
heart  am)  life,  will  free  us  from  hell,  and  entitle   us   to   heaved 
according  to  the  eovcnant  of  grace-     In  short,  (ho  final  resolutiq 
of  a  man's  trial  and  ease  will  \>e  (his;  cither  he   baa   pcrforme 
the   gracious  condiiions  of  the  gospel,  and  he  shall  Ihj  saved  ; 
rejected  Ihcni,  and  he  shall  be  damned. 

If  it  be  objected,  ihal  ihe  terms  of  evangelical  jusiificatioa 
(hough  in  (hemselves  compaiatively  easy,  yet  are  of  impossiblj 
performance  to  men  in  (heir  natural  Einlul  state,   the   answer 
clear : 

(I.)  That  although  the  nuturni  man  )>e  dead  in  sin,  without 
spiritual  strength  to  resolve  nnd  pcrrorin  his  duly,  iind  holy  heat 
of  deaires  (o  it ;  and  nolliing  is  alive  in  him  but  his  corrup(  p»» 
.sions,  (hat  are  like  worms  generated  in  a  carcass;  yet  by  iM^I 
grace  that  is  offered  in  the  gospel,  he  may  be  enabled  (u  pci^H 
form  the  conditions  of  it :  for  in  Ibis  the  gospel  excels  (he  law, 
(he  law  discovers  sin,  but  affoi-ds  no  degrees  of  supernatural 
power  (o  suMue  i(,  and  directs  to  no  means  for  the  expiation  of 
its  guilt.  As  the  fire  in  the  bu»h  discovered  the  thorns  withe 
consuming  (hem.     But  the  sanctifying  Spirit  the  true  spnng 
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liTe  and  power,  3  Tim.  I.  7.  is  (he  concomitant  of  the  gospel,  »s 
St.  Peter  declares,  Willi  ihe  preacliinu;  of  the  gospel,  tlic  Holy 
0ho9t  was  sent  down  from  heaven,  t  I'd.  I.  \2.  And  the  Spiric 
bjiUuminalingtpreventiDgand  exciting  gn{cc,aH!iistsRicD  to  repent 
and  believe  ;  find  is  promised  inttchaiHJ  liberal  aupplicstoalltbat 
humbly  and  ardently  pray  for  it.  Tins  our  Saviour  assures  to 
119,  by  a  most  tender  and  cndearinj;  oumpuriMin  :  If  yu  that  are 
evil,  know  how  to  give  good  things  to  your  (children ;  how  much 
more  Khali  your  heavenly  Father  give  the  Holy  Spirit  to  (hose 
that  ask  it?  Luke  11.13. 

(2.)  From  hence  it  follows,  that  it  is  from  the  perverseness 
of  th«  will,  and  the  lore  of  sin,  that  men  do  not  obey  the  gospel. 
For  the  Holy  Spirit  never  withdraws  his  gracious  assistance,  till 
resisted,  grieves,  and  quenched  by  ihcm.  It  will  be  no  excuse, 
that  divine  grace  is  not  conferred  in  the  same  eminent  degree 
ufKin  some  as  ujmn  others  that  arc  converted  ,  for  the  impenitent 
aliall  not  be  condemned  for  want  of  that  singular  ]>owcrful  grace 
that  was  the  privilege  of  the  elect,  but  for  receiving  in  vaia  that 
measure  of  »>mmon  giace  that  they  had.  If  he  that  received 
one  talent  had  faithfully  improved  it,  he  had  been  rewaided  with 
more  ;  but  upon  the  slothful  and  ingrateful  neglect  of  his  duly, 
he  wa»  ju&lly  deprived  of  it,  and  cast  uito  a  dungeon  of  horror, 
the  emblem  of  hell.  The  sentence  of  the  law  has  its  full  force 
upon  impenitent  dinners,  with  intolerable  ag^Avations  for  neg- 
lecting the  salvation  of  the  gospel. 

Concerning  the  heathens,  the  8crii»turc  declares, 

I.  That  although  the  law  published  by  Moses  was  not  comma- 
nicated  to  them,  yet  there  was  a  silent,  lhou>ih  less  perfect  im- 
pression of  it  in  (heir  hearts.  The  law  u(  naUin:  in  lh<;  funda- 
mental precepts  of  religion,  and  society,  and  teniperance,  was 
better  known  than  obeyed  by  Ihcm.  'therefore  th«  apostle  io- 
(licts  them  for  atrocious  crimes,  Rom.  1.  36,  37.  such  as  natural 
conscience,  ronsenling  with  the  law  of  God,  severely  forbids 
upon  the  pain  of  damn:i1ion.  Thus  it  is  said  of  the  heathens, 
who  knowing  the  judgment  of  God,  that  they  »hich  commit 
such  things  are  worlhy  of  death ;  not  only  commit  ihe  same,  but 
have  i^casure  in  them  that  do  them,  Rum.  I.  i2.  .-\nd  at  the 
last  day,  As  many  as  have  sinned  without  the  law,  as  delivered 
to  thft  Jews,  sliall  bo  judged  and  peti^,  not  according  to  the  law 
of  Moses,  rtom.  'i.  but  Ihu  law  of  nature  ihal  obliged  them  to 
do  good,  and  rcMmiii  Ihemselvt^s  fiom  i^vil ;  of  which  the  coun- 
terpart was  not  totally  deleted  in  liieir  iiearls. 

3.  Although  (he  levclalion  of  Christ  in  his  person,  otiice  and 
benefits,  is  not  hy  the  preacliing  of  the  goepel  ( that  is  necessary 
for  Ihe  begetting  of  faith)  extended  to  all  na6ons;  yet  the 
grace  of  the  redeemer  is  so  far  universal,  that  upon  his  account 
the  indulgent  providence  of  God  jnviicd  ihu  heathens  to  rcpcnt- 
anvc.     Im  renewed  benefits  ihalsneeleiicd  thoir  lives,  linm.  2. 
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4.  Knd  luM  powerful  palien<^e  in  forbearing  no  lonfi;  (o  cut  tbi 
off,  when  llivlr  iiii{mriliefl  ainl  inipjclips  were  90  provokine, 
a  (CHlimunjr  of  his  inclinalion  to  clemency  upon  their  rcfor 
lion,  Actn  l-l.  17.  And  Tor  their  abusini;  big  favors,  ami  resist 
the  methods  of  liia  goodness,  lh«y  will  be  inexcusable  to  tbt 
Kclvcs,  and  their  condemnation  righteous  (o  their  own  conscient 


CHAPTER  III. 


I  npnih  U  wiM-lv  Hnd  jiiitly  ontaincd  in  h«  ihn  pimishmnM  of  tin. 
winiloiii  of  ui«  liftWKivcr  10  appoint  tnii^h  a  FuniahnMM  a*  m 
werpoiiM  a]l  IQmuloIioiiB  lu  lirttak  the  law.     It  ia  jual  to  make  a  propnr 
hetweMi  the  quautyof  the  ^fTMic^  and  Uio  lU^tKes  of  piuuduin-iii.    ^1 
h  coMmnpl  M  Ooif*  Mijency  that  w  tnrljr  infinlti^    TIm  obllgaliutiH  of  1 
aSOaUaaraatdKa  lotho  Creaiur,  EXtrcmdy  utetvtaa  the  ruUi  nf  gin. 
DMannen  of  tli^  inotir<>«  iliui  induce  ni(*n  hi  uii,  n|cgmvatc«  iha  <M0 
^niadeapinng^ori^lrrriii]  Nf>^:iii<l  the  rliniiMiiik^  (hu  plniBurea  ofain,  withl 
bl  ha  r«:riniic,  nmkcjitlio  iiuniaLmcnl  lolip  jiutty  inllirtMl  on  Itwm,    T^ 
obrtinati-  niiU  inc^uriklik-  luou  uf  nwa,  JtMly  mako  thcni  ibo  Ol^acu  4f  | 
VMigiui;  juuicu  lurvvKi. 

We  are  next  to  consider  Ihc  sanction  of  Ibe  law  thai  cnfo 
obiilivnec ;  and  tl  will  appear  that  God  is  not  extreme,  but  wii 
ly  and  justly  ordained  ctcnuil  death  to  be  tl.c  punishtncal 
ain. 

Thin  will  appear  liy  cnnHideriiig, 

[I.]  The  end  of  the  sanction  is  lo  preserve  the  nutlioril/j 
the  law  in  its  full  vt^or,  lo  render  it  most  mlenin  and  awful ; 
eousoqucntly  it  is  the  wisdom  of  the  law^^ver  lo  ordain  a  _ 
iahmcnt  so  beary,  as  to  overpoise  all  temptations  that  might 
erwisc  induce  the  subjects  to  transgress  its  precepts. 

Therefore  lo  .Adam,  the  first  and  second  death  was  tlireater 
upon  hi?*  diitobedictiee;  and  fear,  as  n  sentinel,   was   planled 
his  brcw.st,  tli»[  no  »;>iiliy  lh»U|(ht,  no  iircj^ulnr  desire,  no  dccc 
fill  !>u)^e#lion  should  enlcr  to  break  the  tables  of  the  law  dej: 
iled  therein.     Now  since,  nolvrithslanding  the  thrcatiniug, 
was  so  easiily  seduced  by  the  insinuatioits  of  the  tempter  lo  br 
the  law,  and  disonler  the  Kovernment  of  Clod  in  the  world,  ili 
evident  that  such  a  restraint  was  not  over- vigorous  to  sertire 
gbediencc.     I  shall  not  insist  on  what  is  sadly  visible    since 
lirst  Bposlacy,  that  tlirre  is  in  iiinnkiml  such  a  prodigious  iMOf 
sity  to  beosual  thiiigit,  ihul  without  the  fear  of  bell,  no  ar«uiaei 
are  stroHf;  enough  to  prevent  tbe  bold  violation  of  the  divine  U^ 

[2.]  It  is  consonicd  to  by  common  reaaon,  ttint  Ibcre  oughi 
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be  a  proportion  l>i-lweon  ihe  quality  of  iHe  offence,  and  llic  <le' 
grces  or  ibe  punishment.     Jtislire  ■  lakes  the  Bciiles  into  its  band 
before  it  takes  ihe  »w-onl.     Xow  din  aj^nst  (iod  is  Af  mirh   in 
inmenw  guilt,  thai  an  eiernal  |>iiniAlimenl  is  but  equivalent  lo  it. 
This  will  appear  by  considering, 

(  I . )  The  perfections  of  the  lawgiver  who  is  inftnilcly  above  us. 
One  net  ofsin  is  rebttllion  aeainst  God,  and  includes  in  it  iho 
eontempi  of  hi<  majesty,  betore  whom  the  highest  aiigeli  cover 
tlieir  faces  with  reverence  and  adorstion,  as  unnrortby  to  tiehold 
his  glory  ;  and  cover  their  feet,  as  unworthy  that  he  should  be- 
hold them,  isa.  6.  2,  3.  the  contradiction  of  his  holiness  that  is 
his  peculiar  ptory  ;  (ho  dcninl  of  his  omniscience  and  omnipres- 
ence, US  if  he  were  confined  lo  Ihe  superior  world,  Job.  22.  14. 
aitd  busy  in  rcf;ulatinf;  the  harmonious  order  of  the  stars,  and  did 
oot  discern  and  observe  what  is  done  below  ;  the  defiance  of  his 
eternal  power  *'  provoking  hiin  to  jealousy,  as  if  we  were  strong- 
er than  he." 

( 3. )  If  we  consider  the  obligations  of  the  reasonable  creatures 
to  obry  hia  commands,  Ihc  tniilt  of  sin  rises  prodigiously.  They 
were  made  by  bin  pnwor,  with  his  special  cbnraclef  of  excellen- 
cy, accordin^c  to  his  imaxe :  they  were  liappy  in  bis  love:  they 
were  endowed  with  intellectual  lacultiea  capable  to  understand 
imd  consider  their  obligations  lo  their  bouniiful  I^ord.  From 
hence  it  appears  that  sin  is  Ihu  most  unnatural  rebellion  against 
God,  and  in  ii  there  is  a  concurrence  of  impiety,  ingratiiude, 
perfidiousnciQ,  and  whatever  may  inhance  a  eiime  to  an  excess 
o(  wickedness. 

(3.)  The  meanness  of  the  motives  that  induce  men  to  prefer 
the  pleasing  their  depraved  appetites  before  obedience  to  his  sa- 
cred will,  extiemcly  ut;gnivaies  the  ofTencc.  Of  this  we  have  a 
convincing  in.^tance  of  the  first  sin  committed  upon  earth.  De- 
iteitful  curiosity,  llaltpring  pride,  a  secret  pleasure  of  acliog 
according  to  bis  will,  joined  with  Ibe  low  attraclives  of  sense, 
blinded  and  Iranspoited  Adam  to  eat  the  mortal  fruit,  against  Ihc 
express  command  of  God.  And  ever  since,  the  \'anishing  shad- 
ows of  honor,  or  gain,  or  pleasure,  are  the  only  pemuasives  to 
lio,  and  what  can  be  more  provoking,  than  for  a  iriRc  to  Irans- 
ffeu  the  law  of  Gml,  and  equally  despise  his  favor  and  dlfplcns- 
ure  f  Can  any  pum'sbmcnt  less  than  eternal,  expiate  such  impie- 
lies?  The  rules  of  human  justice  m:iy  discover  to  us  the  equity 
of  the  divine  justice.  It  is  ordaine^l  by  the  wisest  stales,  that 
tnaoy  crimes  which  may  l»e  done  in  a  few  minuter,  shall  be  pun- 
ished with  death,  and  the  oflender  be  depraved  of  hi*  natural 
life  forever.     And  l«  it  not  most  just  that  treason  against  the 

5 rent  and  immortal  king,  should  be  revenged  with  everiasting 
ealh  ? 


-  Adnt  B«p;ibi  peccMw,  qmc  poinas  itngn  mpiof.    UmO. 
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(4.)  ThaC  which  further  clears  llie  divinp  jimtict!  in  puriivhi 
•in  wilh  bell,  is  this,  that  Uod  by  his  infullibli;  |>n>uiM  »MV 
us,  that  nil  who  sioeerely  and  unifonnlj'  oticj  bin,  shall  be 
wurdcd   with  heaven  forever :  a  bleuedncss  most  worthy 
gr^-ntiiess  and  love  of  tUc  cU*rnal  God  to  bestow  on  his  servan 
a  blessedness  ihnt  siirpa^sf^s  our  most  eoinprehensive  thoUf;bl 
Now  if  cvfirUstiiig  S'"*'/  '*^  despised,  what  remains  but  endli 
miwry  lo  bfi  the  sinners  portion?  The  consequence  is  rcmf' 
tea*,     if  sin  with  an  eternal   hell  in  its  rvlinne  be  chosen 
embT«e«d,  is  it  not  equal  that  the  rational  creature  would  tnhei 
his  own  choice  ?  How  jutt  is  it  that  those  who  are  the  staves 
lite  devil,  and  maintain  bis  parly  here,  should  have  their  reci 
penoe   with  him  forever  ?  That  those  who  row  "  say  to  the 
mighty,  depaii  from  us,  we  doBircnot  the  knowledge  of  thy  way^ 
should  hear  the  dieadful  "  depart  from  mc  into  ^-verlu»ling  Arc  j| 
Ab  there  will  be  no  vain  boasting  in  heaven,  where  the  rew 
is  the  gin  of  pure  bounty  ;  so  there   will  be  no  righteous  coi 
plaint  Hf^ainst  God  in  hell,  where  the  puntshmeDl  is  inflicted 
powerful  justice,      lie    Ibat  roluntaidy  «!»,  by  conscque 
chooses  the  puniahraent  due  to  it. 

(5.)  The  egiiniation  of  an  olTcncc  is  taken  from  the  dt 
tton  of  him  that  does  it.  When  it  is  done  wilh  pleasure  a 
Btinacy,  there  is  no  place  for  favor.  Now  final  impf  nitenco  ali 
makes  sin  actually  ande  tcrnally  damning  lo  the  sinner.  T! 
that,  notwithstanding  all  gracious  means,  live  continually  in 
b«Uion  against  God ;  tlwse  that  impcnttcDily  die  in  their  si 
those  that  de.Mre  to  live  here  forever,  that  they  might  enjoy  their 
sweet  sins ;  tliose  that  are  so  hardened  and  naturali;!e<l  in  their 
vices,  that  if  they  were  revived  and  brought  again  into  ibts 
world  of  temptations,  would  certainly  return  to  the  plewurMof 
Bin  ;  is  il  not  righteous  that  their  incorrigible  obstinaey  ahi 
be*  punished  forever?  Is  it  not  just  thai  those  wbo  would 
linue  under  the  "  dominion  of  sin,"  should  forfeil  all  iheir  cl. 
to  the  divine  mercy  ?  For  if  we  consider  them  as  unrepenlaBi 
and  irreclaimable  from  their  wickedness,  there  are  in  them 
just  provocations  and  true  CAUses  of  God's  final  rejerlion  and 
tred :  and  if  we  consider  God  aa  revealed  in  his  word  aiui  wo 
bis  essential  properties,  wisdom,  purity,  justice,  necessary  W' 
upon  such  objects  in  such  a  manner.  How  Eealous  an  indi 
tion  did  the  Son  of  God  express  against  the  obdurate  Phari 
You  serpents,  you  generation  of  vipers,  how  should  you  e: 
Ihc  damnation  of  hell  ?  Mat.  iA  33.  They  in  desjiitv  of  «U 
miradcs,  the  equal  cxprcssioni  of  his  goodness  and  power, 
sisted  bis  authority,  bla^phemcil  hiit  person,  and  slighted  his 
vstion.    Now  though  other  sins  arc  of  an  inferior  natura, 


*  P<Kn«  wqitalitaa  oon  Dude  sfwctamla  in  in  ponderibus  ct 
(xpcnao  proficaito,  «t  roto  qusqui  deliqitit.     C^ 
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weaker  rvjdcnve,  yei  obMinacjr  added  to  iheiu,  nakea  a  person 
unworthy  umI  iincafuhlc  of  mercy.  From  Iwnce  lb«  mbery  ot 
ibe  damned  is  wiihuiit  redemption,  without  hope,  wiilioul  «Jlay 
forever. 


I 
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evMenu  of  fiutt  produced  m  thu  rcaiion  of  jud^eni.  All  ma,  wtiMb- 
•r  KcniUOr  Ofienly  viaibl«,  shallbvbruufjbiiujudgiiiinil.  &iiiBorami»ii<iii 
■ltd  cWBiWPMgn.  All  ibn  a^^ravniion*  am)  >'ir<.-ii[ii"UnoM  of  tin,  Tbc  man- 
MVOf  tUa  judicial  tin>i^)-rilinK  u  by  ti|Hrnin|[  thr  hooka.  Tbnliooli*  of  Ihn 
hw  and  KOaael  nliail  Ik>  urifiildeil  iii  bU  their  precepls,  aad  men'*  Una  coin* 
pared  wiib  aicm.  Tbc  onuiMcwnM  of  God  will  ^v«  ooanmciDg  •videnca  ot 
taea'a  watk*.  Ilie  book  of  conneiniec  aball  be  opvand,  and  accMM  gr  csciuc 
nwtu  Satan  wiQ  be  a  priiii--lj)al  nccuser.  Tbc  vrkkcd  will  nc<^u»e  unc  an> 
olbar.  Tbo  aainu  of  Goii  mil  eii'c  tmitJinoiir  a^nn  the  irlrked.  Tba 
irnpartinlilr  of  the  uratKOrr.  will  iiutkR  ihn  niiiiin  jitftlc«  conifMaoua^ 
7^«r«  Hill  Im  no  (lioiiiicuun  «(  ppmiiui  ui  iliot  judipiicnt.  Then  wiUba 
a  dtKiDclian  ofcpuiw.  Emij  inaii  shall  be  judged  acconfing  Ui  Ui«  lennr 
of  bi«  BDod  woric*,  and  ifao  dcicn  or  hix  had.  Ttw  bormt  aball  bo  an- 
nvMBtiTe  10  the  nwiu;  of  tb«  seed,  botli  in  kind  and  mcaflurr. 


II,  I  shall  now  proceed  to  consider  the  evidence  of  the  facta 
that  is  produced  as  (he  rcnson  of  that  ju<l}:mcnl. 

The  temper  of  divine  juUire  is  very  nl>!ter%able  in  the {urtieti- 
Ur  judgments  r«eorded  in  acriplure.  In  the  first  procesa  of  ius> 
tiee  on  earth,  we  read  that  Cod  made  the  enquiry  of  Adam,  Hast 
thou  eaten  of  the  tree  whereof  I  eomman<fed  thee  that  thon 
sbouldest  not  eat  ?  Gen.  3.  1 1 .  and  by  palpable  evidence  convinc- 
ed him  before  he  condemned  him.  Thus  before  the  fiery  venge- 
ancs  upon  the  wicked  cities,  the  memory  of  which  will  never 
be  extinguished,  tbc  Lord  said  to  Abraham,  because  ihe  cry  of 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah  is  great,  and  their  sin  is  grievous,  I  will 
go  down  now,  and  see  whether  ther  have  done  aeeording  to  the 
«ry  of  it  that  is  come  up  unto  me,  Gen.  18.  20.  21.  viz.  whether 
they  were  bo  numerously  and  excesdivetv  wicked ;  if  not,  I  will 
koow.  God  is  pleased  to  inrarnnte  him.telf  in  man's  expreasion, 
to  declare  more  sensibly  lo  us,  lUnt  he  never  punishes  with  pre- 
cipitation, hut  after  an  equal  trial  of  the  cause.  Thus  we  read 
of  that  profane  king  of  Babylon,  Bclshazzar,  that  he  was  weigh- 
ed in  (he  balance,  and  found  wanting,  Dao.  d.  87.  bcfor*  he  was 
Mnlenced  to  he  deprived  of  hia  kingdom  and  life.  And  the 
destruction  of  the  antichristian  state,  is  attended  with  solemn 
hallelujahs  for  the  nghteousnew  of  that  judgment,  Rev.  19.  2. 
3.     And  iit  the  last  day  the  rigbleousnese  of  God's  proc«edings 
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»htll  be  UDiveranlly  nisnircit  and  mugtiificd.     Il  is  (hcreforc  call- 
<n1  (b«  day  or  (be  rcvcUtioii  of  the  rigbloous  judKnic-nl  of 
Horn.  'i.  b.    Hovf  in  oider  to  this,  the  wripture  Jiifbriiu  us,  It 
ill  ifae  woHia  of  men  shall  be  brought  iiilo  judgment,  ev«n  evf 
secret  ihiog,  whether  good  or  onl,  Eccles.  12.  ult.     And  ti 
Apostle  saiilt,  That  ne  must  all  appear  b«fore  the  judgment 
of  Christ,  tlint  cverj'  one  mnj'  receive  the  things  done  in 
bodj-,  according  lo  that  he  Italh  done,  whether  it  he  good  or  bi 
«  Cor,  5.  10. 

All  sins,  whether  secret,  or  open  and  visiUe,  sluU  be  aceoui 
ed  for.     Those  sins  that  have  been  acted  in  the  most  secret : 
liremenl,  9o  (hat  no  eye  of  man  could  lake  eognizance  of  tt    _, 
sins  concealed  from  the  eye  of  day,  the  liglit  of  ihc  sun,  and 
from  the  eye  of  the  nij^it,  (he  ti^^ht  of  a  CMndle,  aIliII  then 
made  manifest-     Nij,  the  sins  of  the  (houghttt  and  atfcclionG,4 
which  Salan  could  not  accuse  men,  when  the  inward  Gre  of  k 
or  malice  is  not  discovered  by   iho  least  smoke  or  sparkles,  i 
no  expressions,  all  those  shall  be  brought  to  judgment ;  Hod  wj 
ju4jee  the  sccrels  of  men  by  Jems  Chri»l,  Rom.  2.  16. 

The  sins  of  omission  of  our  duly  thai  arc  m  numerous, 
carelessness  and  diveisions,  from  slotlifulness  ami  delay?,  ai 
that  now  so  Utile  ajfeci  us;  for  we  are  more  sensible  of  wl 
Wfdu,  than  of  what  wc  hare  not  done  ;  the    guilt  of  all 
shall  then  be  heavily  charged  on  the  conscience  of  the  sinner. 
waa  an  hungry,  and  you  gave  mc  no   meat ;  I  was   thirsty, 

Jrou  gave  rac  no  drink  ;"  was  the  accusation  of  the   reptobal 
rom  ihe  judge  himself.     To  him  who  kooweth  to  do   good, 
doeth  it  not,  to  him  it  is  a  sin  ;  Jam.  4.     The  neglect  of  iin|: 
ingall  the  means,  adruntRges,  and  opporluniiics  of  doing  or 
ceiving  ^ouii,  will  be  a  great  pari  of  thut  judgment.     The    lo| 
called  his  servants  to  an  account  for  the  talents  commilled  to  Uk 
tnut,  and  r«ijuired  pn>fit  in  proportion  to  (heir  number  and  wort 
All  sins  of  commission  in  youth  and  age,  whether  gross  scnsM 
alily,  as  lasciviousness,  lusts,  excess  of  wine,  rerelUngs,  bunque 
ings,  and  abominable  idolatries,  and  all  excess  of  not,  sbail  I 
accountctl  for  to  bim  who  is  ready  to  judge  ihc  quick  and  tb 
dead,   1  I'cl.  4.5.     Or  acts  of  unii^bleousnesA  to  others: 
lliat  doth  wrong,  shall  receive  according  lo  the  wrong  be  h| 
done,  Col.  S.  25.     And  sins  of  a  lesser  guilt,  for  which  inc  nu 
are  not  touched  with  grief  or  shame,  shall  then  be  produced 
judgment.     All  Ihc  sins  of  our  words,  so  cosily  comroilled,  aa 
not  so  easily  observed,  shall  then  be  called  lo  a  heavy  leiut 
brancc.'  the  judge  liims«lf  lells  u.i,  I  say  unio  you,  that  ever 
idle  word  (hat  incii  shall  speak,  they  shall  give  account  tberei 
in  the  <l.-iy  of  ju<l);menii  Mat.  12.     And  li'  vain  words,  the  aig, 
and  immediate   efleets  of  a  vain  mind,  shall  sadly  incretM  od 
•Mounts;  how  much   more  all  the  contentious,  6erce,  and 
vengeful  words;  the  dclracting,  false,  contumcUoiis,  and  jt^ur 
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ous  words;  tbc  iupurr,  Allliy,Bnd  conlaf^ous  words  ;  the  profane, 
bUipheiiiouft,  and  mi|>ioii8  wutcU,  lliat  "tlow  from  the  evil  treas- 
ure of  the  hearth'  O  their  drcwlful  uiunbcr,  and  opprcssiift 
weigh!  •  1     -       . 

And  all  the  a^^p^avatioiis  ai>d  circfiiuslances  of  men's  sins,  that 
nis«  their  guilt  to  such  fearful  heights,  enumerated  in  order  (o 
judgment :  for  limit  it  was  foretold,  Behold,  tl)o  Lord  coroes  with 
ten  thousand  of  hi^ui»l»,  to  execute  jiiii^niGnl  upon  nil,  and  to  con- 
vinr<  all  thiitxre  ungodly  ainniiK  thi'ni,t)r  nil  their  iinjiwllv  deed* 
uhich  the)'  have  ungodly  couiiuil«:4l,  and  all  their  hard  S|>e««h* 
es  which  ungodly  sinners  bave^wken  against  him;  Jude  1-1.  15. 
And  all  the  Kooa  works  of  the  saints  shall  then  he  remembered, 
even  to  the  least  work  of  piety,  lh«  giving  of  two  mites  to  (he 
Ireatfury  ol  the  temple,  I.uke  31.  3.  4.  ami  the  least  works  of 
nltanty,  the  (;t>''ng  >  <^up  of  cold  water  toadix^pte,  M;it.  ItX  42. 
upon  the  account  of  his  relation  to  Christ.  All  their  secret  gra- 
ces and  duties  shall  then  be  rewarded. 

The  manner  of  this  judicial  evidence  is  set  forth  (o  us  in  scrip- 
lure,  by  the  >' opening  the  books;"  congruously  lo  proceedings 
in  human  judgment,  wherein  the  information  aitd  charge  is  pro- 
duced from  writing,  for  the  cnurictiuD  of  t)ie  accnsed.  Thus  it 
wu  represented  to  St.  John  in  a  vision ;  I  saw  the  dead,  small  and 

Sreat,  stand  before  (iod  ;  and  the  books  were  opened,  and  the 
ead  were  judged  out  of  the  things  that  were  wrilen  in  the  books, 
accoi-ding  (o  their  works,  Rev.  St).  13. 

[I.]  The  books  of  the  law  and  gospel  shall  then  be  ofwned 
in  all  ibe  injuavlions  aitd  prohibitions,  and  our  lives  compared 
with  them.  Uur  Saviour  told  the  Jews,  Do  not  think  Ih-tt  1  will 
:ic«u9G  you  lo  my  Katlier ;  there  is  one  that  accueeih  you,  even 
Moses,  in  whom  you  tiust :  not  the  person,  hut  the  law  of  Mo- 
ses; John  o.  16.  And  he  denounced  ngainM  those  (hat  reject 
the  gospel ;  The  word  that  I  have  spoken,  the  tjme  slull  j<'(Ige 
(hem  in  (he  last  day,  John  li.  48.  The  law  is  (he  exact  tranMiipl 
oT  God's  sacred  will,  the  natural  and  immutable  rule  of  righteous, 
itess:  it  is  ;>ure,rotbidsaU  sin, and  enjoins  universal  holiness;  ilia 
SpJrituo/,  rei^uires  not  only  a  conformity  in  words  and  actions, 
btlt  inward  sanctity  in  mind  and  heart:  for  the  soul  is  the  prin- 
cipAl  part  of  man,  entirely  open  to  Go<l's  eye,  the  maker  and 
j(Mg«  of  il;  and  the  aio«t  enlightened  saints  have  hut  an  ioipor* 
feet  knowledge  of  it  here.  This  made  holy  David,  aflcr  hia 
meditation  upon  its  purity  and  perfection,  to  ery  out  in  an  agony, 
Who  can  understand  his  errors !  cleanse  thou  me  from  secret  sins; 
['sal.  19.  This,  when  opened  in  its  spiritual  and  cumprehen- 
«vo  nature,  by  a  wise  and  xoalous  preacher,  darts  a  li;;ht  into 
the  conscience,  and  discovers  many  secret  sins,  (hat  like  sn  ma- 
ny serpenta  were  still  and  t^uiet  in  (he  dark;  bu(  upon  the  sud- 
den breaking  in  of  the  light,  &y  upojt  the  sinner,  and  torment 
him  with  their  mortal  stioga.     But  when  (he  Lawgiver  himself 
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shall  ex)wun<l  ihe  Uw  in  iia  full  extent  aixl  perfeclioo,  with 
spcct  to  >lt  th«  duties  it  commaiids,  and  mdm  it  forbids,  bow  gu 
will  roeii  appear^  liow  unable  to  aoawcr  one  article  of 
sand  charKcd  upon  tbein  ?  . 

(2.]  The  omniscience  of  God  will  give  mort  convincing  e 
dencc  of  all  his  worits:  Ail  thincs  are  naked  and  open   to 
«yef,  uith  whom  wo  have  to  do  lo  judgment,  Heb.  4.  I;i.     ' 
Psalruisl  declares  the  intiiiilc  prntjiicacilv  of  his  Ei^ht ;  The  dt: 
ncss  hides  not  from  thee,  but  (he  night  shines  as  the  da^  ;  P. 
139.     As  his  light  and  transcendent  bri^liincs»  ir  invisible  lo 

I.  Tim.  6.  16.  so  our  thickest  darkness  is  visible  to  faim. 
cannot  see  things  in  Ihe  night,  because  il  hinders  the  receptti 
of  (he  ra}'S,  that  insinuate  into  tlie  c^es,  and  causes  flight  \  b 
(be  eyes  of  our  judge  arc  like  a  llamc  of  Are,  Kev.  I.  14.  d 
pelting  all  darkness.  From  his  (hmne  in  heaven,  his  pierrii 
eye  sees  through  all  (lie  coneealmenls  of  mcn*s  sins.  Th 
bast  set  our  initjuities  before  (hee,  and  our  Mreret  sins  in  1 
light  of  thy  countenance,  Psal.  90.  8.  He  discovered  the  saci 
lege  of  Acban,  (be  lio  of  Gchnzi,  the  deceit  of  Ananias.  Saul 
diNoltedience  in  sparing  the  Amalekitcs  devoted  (o  dwtraelii 
I  Sam,  15.  i\.  had  the  colorable  pretence  of  piety,  and,  as 
sncrilice,  vtas  laid  on  the  altar,  .^nd  Uavid's  murder  of  tJrii 
was  imputed  to  the  chance  of  wai,  as  a  sufficient  excuse,  2  Sai 

II.  36.      But  though  they  might  have  deceived  others,  I 
could  not  deceive  God :  hois  intimately  present  with  the  • 
of  men,  (hat  are  unsearchabtc  to  (ho  most  discerning  angels 
light,  and  knows  all  (heir  most  secret  designs  and  deaJrcs,  ( 
deepest  seeds  of  their  actions.     He  alone  has  exact  scales 
"  weigh  the  spiriu  of  men,"  all  the  principles,  aims  and  afli 
tions,  that  are  inseparable  from  their  works.     The  Pharisees, 
whom  pride  was  the  fiist  property,  and  hypocrisy  u  second 
ture,  could  not  with  all  their  saintly  shews  impose  on  our  Sf 
viour;  for  he  knew  what  was  in  nun,  Mat(h.  23.    14.     He  di 
coreivd  their  alm»  (o  be,  not  the  eBect  of  charily,  hut  otieni 
lion,  Matth.  6.  2.  and  their  specious  nets  of  devotion,  to  b' 
train  lo  surprise  some  rich  prey,  Matlb.  23.  14. 

And  this  divine  knowledge  of  men  and  their  actions,  is  in  or- 
der (o  judgment.  Thus  the  wiM  king  declares,  doth  not  b^^ 
that  ponders  the  heart  consider  i(  f  and  he  that  keepeth  t^H 
soul,  dolb  not  he  know  it .'  and  shall  not  he  render  to  every  m3^^ 
according  to  his  works.*  Prov.  24.  12.  And  God  himself  teui- 
fics,  I  the  I^id  search  the  heart,  even  to  give  to  every  man 
cording  to  his  works,  Jer.  17.  10,  For  ihii  reason,  he  is; 
to  keep  a  register  of  mens  sins.  Thus  he  speaks  of  the  impi 
idolatries  of  iho  Jews ;  Behold,  it  is  written  before  me,  Isa. 
6.  to  signify  his  exact  and  actual  knowledge  ;  "  I  will  not  k 
siUnco,  out  will  recompense,  even  recompense  into  their  bosoi 
And  at  the  day  of  judgment,  he  will  declare  his  knowladge  of 
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tbeif  Bins  before  all ;  ami  the  ino*l  serret  sliall  tw  maile  evident, 
u  if  wrillen  in  their  forvheadt  in  the  inosl  plain  and  legible  char- 
acters- 
Am)  all  the  goodnesA  of  the  saints  shall  then  be  revealed  by 
the  judge.  Their  •  greatest  excellencies  arc  invisible  to  the  eyes 
of  men ;  the  sanctity  of  their  aims  and  Bficctions  which  given 
life  and  value  to  all  the  acts  of  obedience  ;  their  secret  duties, 
wherein  tiie  sinceril}-  and  ardency  of  their  »ouh  is  mo^l  express- 
ed, are  only  known  to  God.  And  sueh  is  the  excellent  hiimilily 
of  ibe  saintti,  that  llie  more  they  are  enriched,  and  abotind  with 
the  gracioiu  influences  of  the  spirit,  the  less  they  discover  to 
the  world;  aH  the  celestial  bodies,  when  in  nearest  conjunction 
with  the  sun,  and  most  tilled  with  bis  light,  nrc  least  in  appear- 
ance to  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth.  But  there  is  a  book  of  re- 
membranee  before  him,  for  them  that  feared  the  Lord,  and 
thought  upon  his  name.  And  they  shall  be  mine,  snith  the  Lord 
of  hosts,  in  the  day  when  i  make  up  my  jewels;  and  I  will  spare 
them  as  a  roan  spares  Im  son  that  serves  him;  Sfal.  3.  16.17. 

[3.]    The  consetence  of  every  man  shall  then  be  opened, 
and  give  an  accusing  or  excusing  testimony  of  all  things  -,  Kom. 
2.  IS.  16.     For  these  acts   of  conscience,  in  the  present  life, 
liave  a  hnal  respect  to  Uod's  tribunal :  and  though  the  accounts 
are    so  vast,  there  riiall  be  an  exact  agreement   between  the 
books  of  God's  omniscience  and  of  conscience  in  the  day  of  judg- 
ment.    Now  indeed  the  conscience  of  man,  though  never  so  in- 
quisitive and  diligent  in  examining  and  revising  his  ways,  i«  un> 
able  to  lake  a  just  account  of  his  sins.     As  one  that  would  tell 
the   first-appearing  stars  in  the  evening,  before  he   can  reckon 
them,  others  appear,  and  confound  his  memory  nilh  ihcir  num- 
ber; so  when  conscience  is  seriously  ■nteT)t  in  reflecting  upon 
ilMlf,  before  it  can  reckon  up  the  sins  eommitted  againrtt  one 
oemmand,  innumerable  others  ap{>ear.     This  made  Ihe  Psalmist, 
upon  Ihe  survey  of  his  actions,  break  forth  in  ama/einent  ai>d  |>er- 
plc\ilr;   .Mine   ini<]uities  are  nioi-e  than  the  hairs  upon  my  head, 
therefore  my  heart  fails  me  ;  Psal.  40.  12.     Dul  it  will  be  one  of 
the  miiacles  of  that  tiny,  to  enlarge  the  view  of  conMieneo  to  all 
their  »ins.     Now  the  records  of  conscience  are  often  obliterated, 
and  the  sins  written  therein  are  forgotten  ;  but  then   they  shall 
appear  in  so  clear  an  impression,  that  the  wicked  shall  be    inex- 
cusable  to  themselves,  and  conscience  subscribes  their  condem- 
nation.     And  0  the  roimid;ible  spectacle,  when  conscience,    en- 
lightened by  a  beam  from  heaven,  shall    preirnt    (o    a  sinner  in 
one  view  the  sins  of  his  whoir  life  !     Now  conscience  is  a  notary 
in  every  man's  bosom  ;  and  though  it  is  not  always  vocal,  yet 

*  O  si  Dobia  animam  boni  *in  licrrci  iiii[|>ic«re,  quain  polchnun  ftciem,  i 
fluam   lanciam,  ^uam   «x   magniiiro,     i>)aci(loqua  flilgenirm   yidJnemtis? 
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trriles  down  llieir  aclions :  Tlie  sin  or  Judah  is  written  wjlh^ 
pen  of  iron,  and  with  a  |>oinl  ol  a  diamond  it  is  graven  u|Km 
(ablesof  Ihc  heart,  Jer.  17.  I.     Bui  then  it  shall  be  eoinpc-ll«rfi 
gjvc  a  full  fhnrgrt  against  the  guilty  :  or  this  we  hare  an  inl'allit ' 
eaago   in  (his   world,  whtn  conwicii<;o  turns  the  point  agaii 
breast  of  a  sinner,  and  t-nforci;*!  the  loiiguc,  hy  a  ojcrel  ins 
gation,  to  accuse  (he  person.     .\nd  (his  informnlion  of  conaciei 
at  (he  last  will  make  (lie  sinner  speechless :  for  the  honk  of 
counts  with  Divine  justiee,  was  always  in  his  own  keeping ; 
whatever  is  recorded  there,  was  written  with  his  own  hai 
And  how  will  those  hardened  sinners,  (hat  now  kick  against 
pricks  of  conscience,  be  able  (o  repel  its  Mrong  and  quick  *c 
satinns  hcfore  (hat  toiriblc  tribunal  ? 

[4.]  Other  numerous  witnesses  will  a)>pear  to  Aniah  the 
cess  of  that  day.     Not  as  if  God  that  knows  all  things,  wonti  i 
formation,  but  for  the  puhlic  conviction  of  the  wieken. 

Satan  will  then  brin^  in  a  bloody  char^  against  litem.  Sti 
is  his  ranli^nity,  that  he  is  n  con])>lainerol'(<od  to  ruan,  and 
caluoiniiiiiii;  ibc  blessvd  Creator,  seduced  our  Grst  parents  ; 
he  i*  the  accuser  of  men  to  Ood.  Ho  is  styled  the  acouaer 
the  brethren  before  (lod  day  and  nij^lit,  Rev.  Sometimes  lalnll 
as  when  he  (axed  -lob,  that  his  piety  was  mercenary ;  ar>d  of 
truly,  to  provoke  the  divine  displeasure.  But  though  liischa 
be  just  sf^ainst  them  as  sinners,  yet  as  penitent  sinners  they 
absolved  by  the  Judge  upon  the  throne  of  grace.  This  we  bai 
represented  to  the  prnphct  Zeehary,  Joshua  the  hij;h  priest, 
type  of  the  chur<;b,  ftanding  before  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  an 
Satan  slnndinff  at  his  right  hand  to  aceiise  him,  Zech.  3.  1,2,. 
for  (hj(  was  the  place  of  accusers.  But  ('hris(,  the  blessed  tH 
«oneller,  interposed:  "and  the  Lord  said  to  Satan,  The 
rebuke  ihee,  O  S.t(an,  even  the  Lord  (hat  hath  chosen  Jertii 
lem,  lebuke  thee."  But  he  will  principally  act  the  part  of 
accuser  .it  (he  last  judgmcn(.  This  is  intimated  in  that  fear 
imprecation,  I.r(  S^tan  stand  at  his  ri^ht  band  :  when  he  is  judg 
«d,  let  him  be  condemned,  I'mI.  109.  (i,  7.  He  is  now  an  actii 
watchful  spirit,  who»c  diligence  is  eigual  to  bis  malice,  and 
glittering  ftnares,  or  violent  temptations,  draws  men  (o  sin. 
tliea  lie  will  be  their  most  bitter  accuser,  not  from  zeal  of  juslic 
but  ptiie  malignity.  Then  he  will  aggravate  their  crimes  by 
most  killing  circumstninces;  though  in  accusing  iheni  he  indie 
himself,  their  sins  being  usually  done  by  bis  soliti  la  lions. 

.\itd  the  wicked  themsclvcfi  will  .iceuse  one  another.  In  ll 
world  felloW'sinncrs  usually  conceal  one  another's  wiekednes 
roMraincd  by  (heir  own  olmoxioiisness.  But  then  all  tha(  hai 
twen  jointly  engaged  in  the  eommission  of  sin,  will  impeach  oa 
other.  The  voluptuous  sinners  that  have  excited  one  another  I 
tust  or  luxury  ;  Come,  let  us  take  our  fdl  of  love  till  themomiii 
Pror.  7.  18.     Come,  I  will  fetch  wiiie,  and  we  will  fill  ours^vi 
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ytHh  ittrong  drink;  for  lo>iourrow  »liall  he  ns  today,  and  mucli 
abunounl,  In.  56.  12.     All  tlic  charmtiiK  coinpaniona  and 
E)bte»  will  with  tieirencAs  cba^);o  onnanollicr.     Andlheina- 

>  licloua  cruel  sinn<:r9  thai  sav,  Come,  lei  us  lay  wait  lor  blood,  let 

I  09  SMallow  ihcm  up  quick  as  the  jiravc,  I'rov.  I .  will  ilitm,  like 
enraged  furieG,  fly  upon  one  another.  In  all  stnsorcombiiialion, 
tlie  iolierior  instruments  will  accuse  their  direclora  for  their  per- 

,  sicious  counsel,  and  the  directors  will  accuse  the  inaUvtneals  (or 
lieir  wicked  compUaocc. 
And  all  ifav  holy  strrvants  of  God,  who  by  tlieir  instruelions, 
«ounBcU,  ailmiiDitions,  «Xiim(>Ies,  have  ondvavored  to  make  tb<! 
•WOrU  better ;  especially  those  who  hy  their  place  and  relattoti 
wcr«  more  concerned,  and  more  zealounOy  and  compassionately 
uqced  and  persuaded  those  under  their  care  to  reCorcu  Ihcir  lives, 
and  save  their  souls,  will  give  a  heavy  testimony  af^tnst  them. 
Indeed  the  r«ry  presence  of  the  saints  will  upbraid  the  wicked, 
for  iheir  resisting  all  the  warminKi  melting  intrealies,  all  ihegravo 
and  serious  reproofs,  all  the  tcndtrr  earnest  e^ipostulations,  that 
Were  inolTocIuat  l>y  llic  linnliK ;«  of  ihcir  hearts. 

Briittly,  the  scripture  atlrittulcs  to  the  signs  a»d  circumstanceo 
of  mea'a  sins,  a  vocal  evidence  against  them.  Thus  the  prophet 
■peaking  of  llkC  house  built  by  mpinc  and  extortion,  The  stones 

I'Of  ibe  wall  cry,  and  the  beams  aujtwer  Ihcm,  Hah.  3.  II.  and 
with  concurrent  testimony  accuse  the  unriKhleoui  builder.  And 
St.  James  declares,  Thai  the  wajjcs  of  the  hireling,  kept  back  by 
fraud,  cry  agninst  ihi.'  oppressor.  And  the  rust  of  gold  and  S(l> 
ver  treasured  up,  is  a  witness  against  the  covetous,  Jam.  5.  3,  4. 
And  this  by  the  recognition  oi  conscience  will  be  a  memorial 
against  them  hercaAer. 

To  what  the  scripture  speaks  of  this  kind  of  evidence  of  nten*s 
not,  I  »hall  add  a  useful  representation  framed  by  a  heathen  to 
•ignify  that  wickedness,  how  secretly  i^oever  comruitlcd,  siiall  be 
brought  to  light  in  judgment.  He  tells  us,  "  Thjt  the  soul  of 
a  veiy  guilty  wretch  was,  after  death,  arraigned  before  one  of 
(be  Kvem  judges  below.  And  at  his  trial,  because  his  atrocioua 
rriraes  were  done  in  secret,  he  stood  upon  his  defence,  denying 
all.  The  judge  commanding  his  lamp  to  bo  produced,  that  was 
an  eyc-wilncM  of  his  wtcki-dncts,  the  lamp  appeared,  and  being 
demanded  what  it  knew  of  him  ?  answered  with  a  sigh,  would  I 
had  been  conscious  of  nothing,  for  even  now  the  remembrance 
of  his  vtUanie^  makes  me  to  tremble  :  I  wish  my  tight  had  been 
extinguished,  that  the  oil  that  maintained  it  had  quenched  it. 
But  I  hunit  with  disdain,  and  east  about  some  sparks  to  fire  his 
impure  bed;  and  was  grieved  that   my  little  flame  was  so  weak 

I  'U  not  to  consume  it.     I  said  within  myself,  if  the  sun  saw  these 

villanies,  it  would  be  eclipsed,  and  huivt-  the  world  in  darkness. 

But  I  now  perceive  why  I  was  constrained  to  give  light   to  him, 

that  being  a  tccrct  spy  of  his  uncleumes^,  his  iheds  and  ctuel- 

voi..  t.  St 
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lies,  I  inifrht  revfal  ihiMn."     But  we    llial  ai«  cnli^tilpncd   tii 
iailh,  »ml  know  thxl  God  is  omnipresent,  anti  lh:it   nhatcvvr 
in  done,  Oioufih  in  (he  deepest  and  darkest  rccrss,  is  manifest 
liip),*  have  no  need  of   I.uciaii's  lamp  to  make  our  Jud^e    lo 
fetrcd  by  tis. 

[5.]  The  impartinlity  of  lh«  sentence  wii!  make  the  justice  i 
God  conspicuous  befoie  tlie  whole  MOild.  This  consists  in  tf 
thing*. 

1.  There  will  be  no  distinction  of  persons. 

2.  There  will  be  a  distinction  ofcstisi-s  in  that  judgment ;  ar 
leeotdinR  to  iheir  nature,  the  scnlenre  will  pa^s  upon  all. 

( t . }  There  will  ho  nn  ili»linclion  of  persons.     In  human  coar 
the  judges  siimt^timcs  {'X[«.-nd  and  amplify,  sometimes  contract 
smother  (he  evidence,  and  are  mor«  rigorous  or  favorable  in  (be! 
sentence,  as  they    are  biased  towards  the  persons  before  thee 
But  the  righteous  judge  of  the  world  is  uncapaMe  of  being  tn 
clined  to  favor  or  severity  upon  such  base  motives.     This  is  ft( 
quentlj  declared  in  scripture,  lo  possess  us  with  his  fear.     If 
cull  upon  the  Telher,  who  without  ro!ipee(  of  persons  judges 
cording  I o  every  mnnV  work,  |mss  (ho  lime  of  your  sojournir 
here  in  fear,  1  Pet.  1.17.     No  spin'lunl  privileges  upon  whk 
men  are  so  apt  tn  presume,  viz.  ihat  they  are  members  of  tl 
reformed  church,  that  they  are  enriched  with  excellent  ptis,  tl 
Iber  enjoy  the  ordinances  in   their  purest  administration,  wll 
avail  them  without  real  holiness  in  their  hearts  and  lives.     Tt 
being  united  to  vocieties  of  the  most  glorious  profe.'Mtion,  of  strJcf 
est  purity,  and  sublime  devotion,  docs  no  more  prove  one  to 
a  real  saint,  than  the  being  of  an  eminent  company  of  merchant 
proves  one  to  be  a  rich  citizen.     Those  (hat  bow  (he  knee  ai 
not  (he  heart  in  faithful  reverence,  that  give  (he  empty  title 
l,ord  to  Christ,  without  the  tribute  of  obedience,  will  be  rejrc 
ed  by  hiiu.     Many  shall  say  at  the  day  of  judgment,  L«rd,  I,or 
we   have  prophesied  in   thy    name,  and  done  many   wondro<i 
works,  Matlh.  7.  22.     Then  will  the  judge  say,  1  know  you  ootj 
depart  from  me  ye  workers  of  ini<|uily.     No  degrees  of  cil 
greatnesJt  will  be  of  any   moment  anil  advantage  in   that  daj 
St.  John  testifies,  "  1  saw  the  dead,  small  and  gn-at  stand  befor 
God,"  in  an  equal  line,  to  receive  (heir  trial.     Kings  iihall  (hc^ 
be  divested  of  their  imperial  titles,  of  their  crowns  and  sccptret 
and  their  robes  of  state,  and  only   be  accompanied  with  (hei 
works.     Of  this  we  have  an  undoubted  proof,  in   that  they 
no  more  exempted  from  the  common   law  of  dying  than    tJ 
meanest  slave.     Death,  that  rugged  ofheer,  arrests  them  witlteu 
ceremony,  and  summons  them  to  appear  before  that  tribuDS 

"l(««  timcmliiacR   in  piitijico,  ifiM  in  sci^rMD^     I>icema  ardM  ?  «idM  I 
Lucenia vxtincta CM ?  viili>tt«.   Incublti-iniraK?  liitettc.     Incordevnnantl 
videl  If-.     [p«uni  (inif. 
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The  rojTiil  pui'ple  rmiltl  not  prolect  Ilcrod  fioni  being  devoured 
bv  worniH.  'i'liu  Apo»llc  s|it.'nks  iiidermKcly  in  the  foi'C-cJlMl 
pUce;  be  ihttl  d{M:s  nruii^  shull  itxviw  fur  ihc  uruii)()iehu 
done ;  and  there  is  im  ivspcct  of  |>eriions.  Col.  3.  iilt.  No  cjr- 
ciimsIaiiliD)  accidviiU  cun  dctive  jiure  worth,  or  Inilv  dvbftKe 
pirriMins,  but  inhcroiil  qunliliei),  and  the  aclionii  thai  dqw  front 
ihcm :  anil  ai-mrdinglv,  the  high  and  hoiy  God  uill  ac(-e[>t  or 
diHiiiipi'Ovu  thoiii.  Wh:it  St.  I'uu)  observe!)  oC  ihc  sAving  gtaee 
of  the  gospel  being  indifTcrcnlly  offered  to  all,  is  applieable  in 
Ifais  case.  He  tells  us,  Tbcru  ia  neither  Greek  nor  Jew,  Uar- 
b«riafl  nor  Seythian,  bood  nor  fret,  Col.S.  II.  tlintare  preferred 
or  excluded  upon  u  carnal  acrouni,  but  all  may  equall}'  partake 
wf  spiritual  hloMtngs.  Thus  the  ditfi-roiice  of  nalioim  nill  be 
no  piiviU-ge  or  prejudice  to  any  in  the  day  of  ju(I);;iDetit.  The 
nio«il  rude  and  contemptiblL-  ^hall  have  as  fair  and  equal  a  trial, 
as  the  most  polite  and  civilixed:  the  ignoianl  Itarbariaiia  an  ihc 
learned  Urceians,  that  w  much  boasted  of  their  vain  excellen- 
cies cbovc  tbem  :  ibe  N'ej^'oes  in  Afiica  as  iho  people  of  Eu- 
rope ;  for  Ihc)'  have  the  same  relation  to  God  their  maker,  and 
Hs  tiwlj-  b«ar  the  impression  of  God  alanipcd  upon  the  human 
nalurc  in  the  creation,  and  therefoin  common  to  the  whole  ape- 
ries of  mankind.  .\n  ima^e  may  be  fashioned  iu  t'bony  an  well 
as  in  ivory.  Briefly,  all  men  nie  cc]uslly  subject  to  his  laws, 
and  shall  ho  equally  accounlable  for  ihcir  actions.  ''The  rich 
and  the  poor  shall  then  meet  together,  wiilmnl  distinction,  before 
God  (he  maker  and  judge  of  tbem  all." 

( 'i, )  There  i^h;ill  be  a  dielinclion  of  causes,  and  every  mnn  be 
judncil  "  ncfori/iJiff  '«  Am  Kork»,'"  the  tenor  of  good  works,  and 
the  desert  of  bad.  The  Apostle  assures  us,  Thai  wbalsoever  a 
man  sows,  that  iUibII  he  reap:  lie  ihut  sowcth  to  the  llesh,  diall 
of  the  flesh  reap  ronuplion;  hut  he  that  sowclh  to  the  spirit, 
shall  of  the  spirit  reap  lifu  bverbsltng,  Gal.  6.  7.  8.  The  bar- 
rest  shall  be  according  to  the  seed  bulb  in  kind  and  measure. 

I.  Thone  who  by  patient  conlinuance  in  well-doinf:,  .4eek  for 
fclory,  and  Witor,  and  immortality,  shall  obtain  eternal  life,  Horn. 
'i.  1.  Indeed,  eternal  life  h  the  gift  of  infinite  bounty,  Kniu.  6. 
ult.  nay  of  pure  mercy,  Jude  H.  and  mercy  excludes  merit.  It 
is  said  of  the  blessed  martyrs,  who  contended  for  the  tnilh  uid 
parity  of  the  gospel  to  (he  death,  that  their  robes  were  washed 
white  in  the  Mood  of  the  Lamb,  Rev.  7.  14.  not  in  their  own 
blood.  Their  right  to  heaven  tvas  from  the  a|i|ilicalion  of  his 
-merits  to  them.  But  the  reward  is  dispcnse<l  fiom  God  accord- 
ing to  the  evaiigelteal  law;  not  only  as  u  mugniftcent  piince,  but 
as  a  rif^liUous  judge.  All  those  to  whom  the  gospel  promises 
eternal  life,  shall  infallibly  obtain  it,  and  none  that  the  Rospel 
excludes.  Those  who  are  sensible  of  their  sins,  ana  cor- 
dially forsaking  them,  did  humbly  and  entirely  depend  upon  the 
f;race  of  God,  ihrouf^h  the  hlened  Reconciler  nod  Saviour,  shall 
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be  juBlified  and  glorified. 

UDfeigncd  faith  and  VDin  pre.tuiiiption,  iind 


Then  tliu  judge  will  diKcm  betwc 
will  juslify  the 
of  the  »i)itils  hy  (he  genuitii;  fruits  of  it,  "  the  godliiiCM, . 
oousncss,  und  solmel}'  of  their  lives,"  and  a  victorious  pei 
vennce  in  iheir  duly,  Dotwithstanding  all  the  pleasing  tein|i 
Uoos  or  tortures  to  withdraw  them  from  il.  Thus  the  Apoitte 
expresses  bis  humble  coofidi-nrc;  i  have  fought  the  good  fighl, 
I  have  finished  in}'  course ;  henceforth  (hero  is  laid  up  for  rae 
a  orown  of  righteousness,  which  God  the  righteous  judge  will 
give  IDC  at  that  dajr,  and  not  only  la  me,  but  to  all  that  love  bis 
appearance,  2  Tim.  4.  6.  8.  We  read  in  (he  deimnplion  of  the 
laM  judgment,  that  (he  book  of  life  was  opened  :  (be  naioot  of 
all  that  were  writteD  in  heaven,  Rev.  30.  13,  shall  then  be  de- 
clared, that  it  may  appear  they  arc  aavfd  by  grace.  For  it  w« 
his  most  free  pleasure  to  select  some  from  the  common  raasti 
perdition,  wiio  were  naturally  as  guilty  and  corrupted  as  others, 
and  to  predestinate  iheiu  to  clerual  j^lory,  and  elTeetual  perse- 
vering grace  to  prepare  them  for  it.  "  The  iuiinis  are  cceaicd 
in  Christ  Jesus  unto  good  works,  which  God  hatli  before  ordain- 
ed, (hat  (hey  should  walk  in  them."  And  the  now  creation  it 
as  undeserved  ai^d  entire  an  clfcct  of  God's  love  as  the  first  was. 
But  it  is  naid,  "  That  every  niiiu  was  judged  according  to  his 
works."  For  eternal  electiua  does  not  entitle  a  person  imme- 
diately to  heaven,  but  according  to  the  order  eslaiilisbed  in  (be 
gospel.  Thus  the  king  at  the  Us(  day  speaks  to  the  elect ;  Come, 
ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  fur  you 
before  the  foun<talion  of  the  world:  for  I  was  hungry,  and  ye 
fed  me  ;  naked,  and  ye  cloUied  roe,  Ata(.  25.  34.  3b,  ^h 

And  aecoiding  as  (he  8ain(s  have  excelled  in  fidelity  and  xe^l 
in  God's  service,  (hey  shall  be  rewarded  with  a  more  excellent 
glory.  The  stars  of  the  supreme  heaven  are  of  a  diffunt  bright- 
ness and  greatness,  as  the  stars  of  the  visible  lirmamcnt.  in- 
deed all  are  perfectly  happy,  without  'jealousy  that  any  is  e<(ual 
or  superior  to  them  in  that  kingdom.  But  God  will  crown  bis 
own  graces  as  the  saints  have  improved  them.  Our  Saviour 
valued  the  widow's  two  nii(es,  as  transcending  all  the  nuigDifi- 
cent  gifts  of  others,  because  of  the  degrees  of  love  in  the  giver. 
There  was  a  richer  mine  of  affection  in  her  heart,  gold  of  a  more 
noble  vein,  more  pure  and  precious  than  all  their  riches.  Thia 
was  of  greater  pitcc  in  God's  account,  who  weighs  the  spirits  in 
his  balance.  God  will  accept  and  reward  accoidinc  to  what  a 
man  has,  and  not  according  to  what  he  has  not,  i  Cor.  8.  1:1. 
He  that  improves  hut  two  talents,  with  hia  best  skill  and  dilt- 
geiice,  sliall  have  a  greater  reward  than  another  that  had  (en 
talents,  and  was  remise  and  less  careful  to  employ  (hem  for  bis 
master's   profit.     The  rule  will   be  exactly  observed, "  he  ibel 


*P)u«  atnani  illud  ngnum  m  f\iKi  nou  bawni  hab«re  coosoHm.    Aug.  da 
etfuDei. 
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K>wt  bouiitifull}*,  Hliall  reap  bountifully  ;  and  he  that  m>ws  spa- 
ringly, nhall  rirap  S(Kiriii^ly." 

2.  And  if  God  will  be  thus  iniparlial  in  rewardinf^  the  saints, 
much  more  in  punishing  the  wioked.  For  the  rerouneralion  of 
our  duly  is  the  effect  of  his  most  free  Tavor;  but  the  rc«om- 
p4>n!ie5  ol  sin  are  due,  and  decreed  by  justice,  in  number,  weight, 
and  measure.  Thr  scvcrily  of  the  sentence  will  be  in  pro)>or- 
lion,  as  men's  sini  biive  been  more  numerous  and  heinous.  Al- 
though all  (he  damned  shall  be  eijunlly  miserable  in  despair,  all 
broken  nn  an  endless  vrheel,  yet  the  degrees  of  their  torment  are 
different.  Sins  of  ignorance  are  extenuated  in  eumparison  of 
rebellious  sins  against  knonled^.  The  first  are  like  a  servant's 
dashing  against  his  master  in  the  dark,  the  other  like  the  inM>- 
lent  strikinv  him  in  the  lifiht :  aitd  as  they  incur  great  guill,  will 
expose  to  great  punishment.  Accordingly  our  Saviour  prcdidtSf 
That  the  servant  which  knew  his  Lord^s  will,  and  prepared  not 
himself,  neither  did  acronling  to  his  will,  shull  he  beaten  with 
many  stri|>es  :  but  he  that  knew  not,  and  did  rommit  things  wor- 
thy of  slri|>eN,  »iiM  be  beaten  with  few  stripen,  l.ukc  \'Z.  47.  48. 
I'liactive  kmitvledge  is  woise  than  ignorance.  For  (his  reason 
the  €ase  ot  heathens  will  be  more  tolci-able  than  of  the  Jews  : 
for  though  some  natural  principles  were  Strong  and  ()uick  in  their 
minda,  tliat  made  them  sensible  of  iheir  duty  and  danger,  yet 
they  were  not  M>  clear  and  perfect  as  the  law  delivered  by  Mo- 
ses. Those  itins  lliat  were  inrinnitios  in  a  Pagan,  were  presump- 
tuous in  a  Jew.  And  (he  ciiMr  of  lite  .lews  will  he  more  lolerm- 
ble  than  of  disobedient  chriniians,  who  enjoy  (he  gospel  lew 
charged  with  ceremmiies,  and  moie  abundant  in  grace  lliiin  the 
Mosaical  dispensation.  Those  (hat  have  set  before  them  the 
life  of  Christ,  the  model  of  all  perfection,  that  are  excited  by 
such  loud  calls  "to  llee  from  (be  wrath  to  comei"  and  yet  are 
deaf  and  regaixlles  to  the  commands,  nay  to  (he  meUtng  invila- 
lioDA  and  precious  promises  of  the  gospel,  shall  have  a  more  in- 
tolerable judgment  than  llio  most  guilty  sinners,  even  the  Sodom- 
ites and  Sidoniuns  (hut  were  str.-iiit;erH  to  i(.  The  precious 
blood  of  the  Son  of  (iod  despised,  induces  a  crimson  guil(.  And 
as  sinsarecommitled  with  pride  and  pleasure,  with  eager  appetite 
and  obstinacy,  the  rerenge  of  justice  will  be  more  heavy  upon 
per»ons. 

More  parKcuIarly,  sini  of  consi'ituencc,  whereby  others  arc 
drawn  (o  sin,  will  hfighten  the  guilt,  and  the  re(ribu(ion  of  jus- 
lice  will  be  (o  every  man  a(e(>rding  lo  his  ways,  and  according 
to  the  rrui(  of  his  d«ings,  Jer.  17.  10. 

This  will  principally  concern  superiors  in  eroineney  of  place, 
whose  dignity  was  always  a  concomitant  proportion  of  duty. 
Their  vicious aclioDs  are  examples,  and  their  examples  more  pow- 
erful rules  than  (heir  laws,  and  give  countenance  to  others  (o 
ain  licentiously.     They  "  ain  with  a  high  band,"  and  involve  the 
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ruin  of  innumrmMc  pcr^onii  thai  tlftiwnd   upon  Ihcm:    u  Hit 
Di-B^D  in  Rcvclfllion,  whose  fall  frmn  heaven  drtrw  a  trxind' 
lewer  M»ra  with  htm.     And  all  inferior  taaginlralt^-s,  who  hy 
■onal  roniRiinRion,  nr  partial  connivance,  encoun^  and  ha 
othotw  in  flin,  and  ti^  their  power  diHcountanance  senoufi  rel\ 
and  obstruct  the  proe;rcHS  ol'  il,  heap  up  damnation   tn 
selves. 

And  the  minitucr*  of  the  word,  who  arc  obliged  to  watch 
the  sonU  of  men;  and  Hhould,  like  the  hcavcnt,  bv  their  li: 
influence  ami  moiion,  their  doetrinc  and  HvcH,  guiilo  and  qut 
en  olhcrt  in  the  ways  of  holiness ;  if  by  their  neglect  and  wii 
cdnem  others  are  lost  forever,  tbeir  account  will  be  niohi  he 
and  undoing. 

Of  this  number  arc  those,  wtio  by  their  unholj-  convorai 
weaken  the  authority  and  (-ffiracy  of  the  Word,  and   more 
ecKsfully  pcmuado  men  In  do  itvil,  than  by  their  prcacliinj[  to 
well :  for  wc  arc  apt  to  tiike  deeper  impre»ioi)  throuirh  the  rv 
than  through  the  ear,  to  lollow  the  pliysician's  practice  m\ 
than  hia  counsel.     Thcie  tvrish  nol  alone  in  Ihrir  itw/uilif.     A 
such  who  are  unfaithl'ul  di»]K.'n3Crs  of  the  treasures  of  their  I 
and  by  loose  duotrincs  cornipl  ihi'  mintlti  of  men,  to  fancT  a 
cy  in  Ciod  deropttory  to  his  liiilincMH,  that  slthougb  they  live 
dulgcntly  in  sin,  they  may  obtain  an  ciuny  pardon  and  bnppi 
at  last :  and  sucli  who  cm[>loy  their  htj^h  eonuniiMion  for  low 
baae  ends :  tho»e  who  instead  of  "  pr^^chiuj;  J)^vu8  CbriM,  ami 
him  ciucified,"  the   pure  and  saving   truths  deriveit   from  tbe 
fountain  of  ibc  gospel,  onlerlnin  their  heaier<i  with  flashy  con- 
ceits, and  studied   vaniiics,  to  pive  a  lelish  lo  curioAJi^,  aaA  to 
have  the  applaiiHo  of  fools,  and  obscure  the  native  inajcBly 
the   Word,  enervate  its  force,  and  render  it  powerleos  to 
M'ienec. 

And  those  who  S|)en<t  tliojr  xcal  in  thinp  of  no  rnomen 
Mivalioii,  and  let  Hy  bitter  inrecttvcii  againM  iboxe  that  dk 
from  them  in  unconceruing  matters,  by  nbich  Ibey  h;<rden  aihe- 
iHtical  Bcorncrs  in  villifying  tbe  olBce  of  the  minislry  aa  m  car- 
nal invention,  set  up  and  aM>d  for  secular  ''uds;  and  induce  Mh- 
em  to  placo  reli^on  in  formalities,  and  slight  coloirs  of  il,  aa  if 
confonniiy  to  needles*  riiea,  would  exclude  the  defects  of  tab- 
stantial  holincus. 

It  is  obwrved  in  the  Chaldcc  pnraphra^,  when  God  was  en- 
(quiring  of  Oain  eoncerntng  Abel,  thni  hu  cburffi's  him,  '*  Tbe 
voire  of  thy  brotlier's  blood  crifs  unto  me"  ii»  if  (',»in  were  a 
murderer,  nol  of  a  siripile  man  only,  but  of  a  numerouN  race 
might  have  descended  from  his  brotlicr.  Thus  a  wicked  mi 
ter  will  be  charged,  not  only  for  murdeiing  himself,  but  asmai 

Iirecious  souls  as  might  hffie   been  converted  and  saved,  If  )h 
tud  faithfully  performed  his  duty. 
Andj^coUi  thdt  should  iiuttil  tbe  prioctplcs  of  Kodliuoss  talo 
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their  childreD  in  their  early  age,  and  season  their  minda  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  Divine  laws,  to  regulate  their  lives,  and  make 
them  sensible  of  their  obligations  to  obej  them  ;  that  should  re- 
commend religion  to  their  affections  by  an  holy  and  hesrenly 
conversation,  if  by  the  neglect  of  their  duty  their  children  are 
^posed  as  a  prey  to  the  tempter,  and  ruined  forever,  it  will  en- 
hance (heir  last  reckoning,  and  increase  the  score  of  their 
guilt  beyond  expression. 

And  masters  of  families,  and  all  otbera  that  have  authority  and 
advantage  to  preset  ve  or  reform  from  evil  those  that  are  com- 
mitted to  their  care,  and  to  instruct  and  command  them  to  do 
what  is  pleasing  to  God,  and  profitable  to  their  soula,  will, be  sad- 
ly accountable  for  those  that  perish  by  their  neglect- 
In  ahort,  we  see  by  common  experience,  tkat  company  and 
mulind  consent  is  a  usual  motive  to  sin  ;  and  many  persons  that 
atone  would  with  abhorrence  reject  some  temptations,  yet  ar« 
sociably  sinful.  Now  all  those  who  by  excitation  or  example 
lead  others  to  destruction,  as  they  are  first  in  sin  will  he  chief  in 
punishment.  We  read  in  the  pai-able  of  the  rich  voluplnaiy, 
Luke  16.  28.  that  being  in  hell,  be  desired  a  messenger  might 
be  dispatched  from  the  dead  to  warn  his  brethren,  lest  they 
should  come  to  that  place  of  torment.  Is  there  such  charity  in 
hell  to  the  souls  of  others  >  *  No,  that  furnace  always  bums  with 
its  proper  fismes,  there  is  not  a  spark  of  that  divine  fire  there : 
but  remembering  how  guilty  be  bad  been  of  their  sins,  feared 
that  his  toiments  would  be  increased  by  their  coming  thither. 
Sodety  in  endless  sorrow  does  not  divide,  but  reflect  them. 

Now  if  damnation  for  sin  be  such  a  misery  as  is  expressed  in 
the  scripture  by  the  moat  violent  figures,  ahd  words  of  the  hea- 
viest signification  ;  if  all  the  possible  tortures  suffered  here,  are 
hut  a  lenitive  to  the  preparations  of  wrath  in  hell ;  how  misera- 
ble shall  those  be,  who,  as  if  a  single  damnation  were  a  light  mat- 
ter, do  not  only  commit  sin  in  their  own  persons,  but  are  in  com- 
bination with  Satan  to.  corrupt  and  destroy  others,  and  multiply 
damnation  against  themselves  i*  These  "  treasure  up  wrath 
against  the  day  of  wrath." 

Briefly;  The  whole  process  of  that  day,  the  arraignment  and 
sentence  will  be  so  ordered,  the  righteousness  and  reaaonaUe- 
ness  of  the  proceedings  will  be  so  manifest,  as  to  clear  the  judge, 
and  confound  the  guilty.  "  God  will  be  justified  in  his  scnlenee, 
and  overcome  when  he  judgeth." 

*Non  orat  pro  flauutn  aaluie  quL  noD  tangioir  re[»obufl,  aad  pro  n  ■• 
ipsius  tonnenia  ex  consortio  fratnun  augeantur.    Brvgtn.     ^ 
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CHAPTER  V. 


An  nxeiutioii  in  ronfinn  nur  faith  oftlii^  HcriiaJ  juilftinem.     Kcaaon 
ncccanty  of  a  liiturv  jiidKmunt.    Uivim-  reirlnlioa  FXpr«H>ly  (l«cl 
CoanilerationH  n-qumiie  to  itiakir  ^iJi  vlTifftiKil.    Tlio  belief  of  a 
jiid^icnt  clou™  ilic  honor  of  (JixVi'  (t'"*''Tii'c  th*'  wofld,  rrotn  Um 
lalion  of  iiiirijihiiTJUiinriins  wVih  rmptyi  in  thi-  prtwpmty  of  Ihit  wicked, 
(he  ■uAcriiigii  of  ihii  wiuu.    It  i*  a  niwuriiil  niiipon  to  tbe  aaintt  in 
tienticiiikinD.    T>i«  belief  ofUiie  i>  ellwutual  to  reMnJn  ftoni  wcfet 
B>  a  poH'erflil  remoily  agsinst  iho  urniirioiM  plroMirH  of  nn.     Thn  eoBMd- 
cnttion  tlinl  llir-  Son  of  0<>ii   rlottii-il  willi  our  imliire  dinll  judge  ihf  wi 
■Abtdii  grvtt  iroiiBolation  lu  liia  iHKi]<t«',  and  ie  a  muliip  ol  grtM  i>^m>r  to 
wiclwd. 


1  sliall  now  vom«  to  applj'  this  ^rvat  doctrine. 

[l.J   Let  us  froiu  what  tia»  bevu  diNcoureed  ol' jucIi;iucdM  _ 
come,  be  excited  to  confirm  our  fnith  iu  ihiti  great  and  useful 
doctiine  ;  and  bjr  serious  and  fre(|ueiit  Uioiightii  to  apfAy  it  loour- 
(letves.     SoniQ  witbin  the  church  have  onljr  a  superncial  belief 
of  this,  as  a  point  of  the  religion  wherein  ihej-  were  educated, 
hut  carnnl  aaectioDS,  fear,  hope,  love,  and  desire,  control  theii 
assent  ns  lo  iln  operation  upon  ihom.     The/  beliere  in  the  gen- 
eral,  ihiit  OimI  is  the  judge  and  rcwarder  of  our  actions,  and  m_ 
the  nbsoncc  of  lomplalion   resolve  to  obv}-  him;  but  wbei 
strong  trial  comes  from  some  icmpurul  gowl  or  evil  that  is 
aeni,  their  faith  ia  negligent  .ind  unacUve  to  keep  them  from 
Now  lo  make  our  faith  powerful,  we  must, 

I.  Con6[m  it  by  convincing  arguments,  that  it  nujr  be 
doubted  auurance,  a  certain  light,  directive  and   perstMMve  in 
the  Goum  of  our  lives.     Some  doctrines  of  religion  that  vets  of 
an  in  com  pre  hen  si  bio  nature,  and  should  be  received  tviih  itileni 
adoration  for  the  authority  of  ibe  revealer,  arc  obstiitnleljr 
iradicted  by  some,  upon  a  vain  pretence  that  nothing  ia  lo  be 
lieved,  that  will  not  endui-e  the  rigorous  ini|iiisiti(in  of  i( 
and  be  comprehended  by  our  narrow  minds:  but  rea.ton,  tho« 
darkened,  sees  the  necessity  of  .1  future  judgment.     Nature  1 
acriptoru  testify  there  is  a  God,  and  thai  he  )ia»  a  right,  .ind  pow- 
er, and  will  to  distribute  the'  rewsirtis  of  virtue,  and  the  penalties 
of  vice  to  his  subjects.     To  deny  this,  is  directly  against  the  tab 
planted  notion  of  the  Deily  in   the  heart  of  man.     There  ii^H 
real  difference  between  moral  good  and  evil,  not  depending  upo^ 
opinion,  hiil  arising  froni  the  the  immutable  tuilurc  of  thinfei, 
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and  lh«  etcrn*l  law  of  (>oi].  Olhei-wise  ronkiilcrcd  in  itself,  it 
wor«  no  iDore  faulty  l»  murder  a  parent,  ituiit  (o  kill  a  fly  ;  nor 
lo  rob  a  Irardlor,  than  to  chase  a  ilccr.  Hut  tlw!  conscience  ul' 
the  nio»l  protligatc  wrvlch  wuiilil  slurtlc  at  Mii-h  an  awcrtion. 
Tite  dis)>i><iiltvn  and  adiniratdc  order  of  the  woild  in  its  various 
paits,  and  tlio  ticissiliido  of  scnsons,  dwlare  to  the  ob§ctvin^ 
miad,  thai  n  iqimI  witv,  f^od  and  {lowcrful  (lod  governs  and  pre- 
serves all  thin);i  by  his  vigoroun  influence.  And  can  it  be  that 
the  Divine  Frovideiice,  so  visibly  wtne  and  good  in  rcfi;ulntihg 
tli«  course  of  nature,  should  l>e  defective  towards  man,  tlic  most 
nobU  part  of  the  world  .'  And  can  it  be  extended  to  humnn  af- 

t fairs,  if  there  be  no  other  than  the  present  Mate,  wherein  the 
righteous  are  afflicted,  and  nicked  prosper  ^  Where  sins  of  th<; 
.deepCM  Main  and  (he  loudest  cry  are  unpunisliod  ;  awl  the  sub- 
lirae  and  truly  heroic  virtues  are  anrcwardcd  ?  Nay,  where  vice 
receives  the  natural  reward  of  virtue,  honor  and  felicity ;  and 

t virtue  the  just  wa^cs  of  vice,  disgrace  and  sufferings  ?    K  is  nc- 
eessary  therefore  that  there  be  a  future  state,  and  a  ri|(bteous 
distribuiionofrcwai-ds,  according  to   tlie  good   and  evil  ofmeni 
actions  here. 
The  he.ithetis  dis^uiaed  this  terrible  truth,  under  the  Actions 
of  the  infoniul  judges,  Mino«,  and  Khadanuathus,  and  .£acu8. 
And  the  furies  and  vultures,  imd  6ery  lake,  which  they  tboughl 
tormented  the  wicked  in  the  next  '  world,  discover  what  appte- 
hensionii  thny  had  of  the  desert  of  sin,  and  the  punishment  that 
^certainly  nttiriul<-d  it.     The  pudly  would  fain  he  freed  from  the 
^  terrors  of  it,  and  strangle  conscience,  that  is  hound  over  lo  give 
B'testimony  in   the  day  ofjud^tneni,  that  they   may  sin  without 
^flcruples.     Hut  though   fear  be  a  troublesome  and  involuntary 
BpHUion,  they  cannot  totally  extinguish  the  internal  sense  and 
prMues  of  future  judgment :  but  as  the  motions  of  courage  came 
npOO  Stinpson   at  times;  so  conscience   awakened  by  ^arp  af- 
Aflielions,  by  sudden  dimgcrs.  and  (he  approaches  of  death,  makes 
V~s  sad  deduction  of  jmsX  ains,  and  forecast;   cruel  things  :  il  cites 
the  ofFiindei  before  the  enli^htenod  irihunal  of  heaven,  scourges 
j_  with  remorse,  and  makes  him  feel  even  here  the  strokes  of  hell, 
ft  Though   the  sin  he  secret,  and  the  gtiilty  person  powerful,  not 
H  within  the  copijieance  or  reach  of  human  justice,  yet  conscience 
1^  has  a  rack  ivilhiii,  and   c.iusea   pain  and  .-inxiety,  by  fearful  ex- 
puel.itions  o(  judc;nient  to  come. 

.And  Divine  revelation   is  most  express  in  declaring  this  great 

truth.     The  light  of  faith  is  more  clear  and  certain  from  the  m- 

falliblc  Word  of  (iod,  than  the  light  of  reason  :  before  the  flood, 

Knoeh  in  die  early  age  of  the  world  foretold  it :    nvhoid  the 

m  Lord  cometh  with   ten  thousand  of  his  saints,  to  execute  judg- 

■  loent  upon  all,  Jud«  11.  15.     Solontnn  under  the  law  repeals  this 
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doctrine,  that  every  srcrvt  thing  shall  l>e  bruiigtil  unto  judgment, 
whether  good  ur  evil.  Keel.  12.  And  God  htniscK  !ip«ak(i  iu  ib« 
•ubUmcst  Rtylc  of  majest)',  and  swears  by  hiinself,  Tor  our  &ro>et 
belief,  As  I  live,  saitli  the  Lord,  every  knee  tituill  bow  to  m«, 
and  every  tongue  conre&s  to  God,  Isa.  45.  2.  3.  the  glory  of 
juMice.  From  whence  the  Apostle  infers.  So  then  every  onu 
us  ahill  give  an  aeeount  to  God  for  himself,  Rom.  14.  10. 
In  the  gospel  we  have  distinctly  described  the  person  of 
Judge,  the  glorious  attendants  of  his  coming,  nnd  the  manner 
his  proceedings  in  that  day,  Mat.  13.  42.  43,  and  S4.  30. 
Now  the  miiny  *  predictions  in  scripture,  »o  visibly  aceoniplisfa- 
ed  in  the  pemon  of  Jesus  ('hrist,  and  by  him,  give  infallible  as* 
aurartee  that  all  his  promises  and  thresteniujis  arc  equally  cer> 
tain,  and  shall  be  fulfilled.  As  sure  as  our  Saviour  is  come  in 
his  humble  state,  and  has  accomplished  the  prophecies  of  h^^ 
BUlTerings,  he  will  come  in  bis  glory  to  judge  the  world.  I^| 

X.  That  tbo  belief  of  eternal  Judgment  may  be  powerful  in  ov^^ 
hearts  and  lives,  it  roust  be  actuated  by  ficquent  and  serious 
thoQ^ts.  Fatlh  gives  life  and  cflicney  to  our  notions  of  elern^H 
lhin(|S,  and  consideration  makes  our  faith  elTectusl.  As  the  naij^| 
ral  life  is  preserved  by  the  activity  of  the  vilnl  principles,  the 
oireulalion  of  tbo  blood,  the  drawing  of  the  breiilh,  the  inollon 
nf  the  pulse ;  so  the  spiritual  life  is  niatotained  by  the  exercise 
of  grace.  The  canial  affections  dare  not  appear  before  re«son 
and  conscience,  when  awakened  by  the  serious  believing  consid- 
eration of  eternal  judgment.  The  Evangelists  relate,  that  wheD 
our  Saviour  was  nsleep  in  the  ship,  a  Midden  tempest  arose,  thel 
was  like  to  over-set  it  in  the  sea:  but  awakened  by  the  cry  of 
his  diaciples,  "  Lord,  save  us,  we  perish  :  he  presently  rehuk«d 
the  wind,  and  a  calm  ensued."  Thus  whilst  the  habit  of  faith 
is  asleep  in  the  soul,  there  will  be  gieat  danger  from  the  coneur- 
rent  violence  of  temptations  and  corruptions ;  hut  when  it  is  awt- 
kened  by  lively  and  powerful  thoughts,  it  does  miracles  in  sub- 
duing the  strongest  luals.  It  i*  monstrous,  and  beyond  all  be* 
lief,  (lid  not  senMihle  cxperienre  make  it  evident,  that  nolwith- 
standing  tlio  minds  of  imu  are  ronvinccd  of  the  certainly  of  the 
Divine  judgment,  and  the  recomp4:nii«a  that  im mediately  follow, 
yet  their  wills  remain  uoConveited,  and  their  affections  cold  and 
unaetive  in  their  preparations  for  it :  that  such  numbers  who  hove 
so  much  Christianity  as  to  believe  that  an  irrevncshle  doom  will 
pass  upon  the  wicked,  and  so  little  Christianity,  ibat  Ihey  can- 
not justly  hope  to  Citcape  from  it,  yet  are  so  careless  of  their  d«  ' 
ty,  nay  joyful  in  tlu-ir  sinful  courses,  as  if  jtvlgmenl  werea  dreo 
less  thing.  What  is  the  cause  of  this  prodigious  security  f  ll 
the  neglect  of  coiutdering  that  *'  we  muat  all  appear  before 
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judgtnetit'seat  of  CiirJ&l,  to  receive  accotding  to  ihe  Uiinga  done 
in  the  body,  nbether  good  or  eril. " 

The  next  cause  of  (his  stupidity  Ls,  that  they  put  the  evil  day 
at  a  remote  distance:  an  (be  scorncra  snid,  "llic  vision  is  for 
many  daja:"  Ihvy  study  to  l>c  secure,  itnd  delay  llicir  prepnra- 
lions,  presuming  to  have  lime  eitough  before  Iheni.  Their  iteii- 
•va  and  fanullieN  are  so  employed  aliroad  in  itie  world,  lliat  they 
have  neither  leisure  nor  desire  to  think  seriously  of  it.  Their 
hearts  are  so  ravished  with  dreams  of  sensuality,  and  engaged  in 
terrene  affairs,  that  ihey  are  very  averse  from  exercising  their 
minds  upon  such  displeasing  objects. 

Vain  mcD !  bow  willingly  do  they  deceive  themselves  ^  the 
Judgehiowdf  declares,  "behold,  1  come  qtiiekly  :  his  throne  is 
like  a  ficiy  flume,  and  his  wheels  as  burning  fire  ;"  an  emblem 
of  hia  swift  coming  to  judgment.  Can  tliey  be  assured  of  life  one 
hour  ?  The  day  of  death  is  equivalent  to  the  Day  of  Judgment : 
for  immediately  after  there  is  a  fina]  decision  of  men's  stales  for* 
ever. 

1  have  read  of  an  excellent  preacher,  that  in  a  sermon  des- 
cribed the  last  judgment  in  all  its  (errors,  uith  such  aideitt  ex- 
prensions,  and  those  animated  with  such  an  affecting  voice,  such 
an  inflamed  countenance  and  action,  that  his  hearers  broke  forth 
into  passionate  cries,  as  if  the  Ju<lge  himself  had  been  prevent  to 
pass  the  final  sentence  upon  them.  In  tlie  height  of  iheii  com- 
motion, the  preacher  bid  them  slop  their  teats  and  pa.isions,  for 
he  had  one  thing  more  to  add,  the  most  atlliclin):  and  aslooi.thing 
consideration  of  all  the  rest,  (hat  within  Icm  than  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  the  mentory  and  regard  of  that  which  so  transjwrted  them 
would  vanish,  aod  ihcir  a&ctions  retuni  to  carnal  objects  in  their 
usual  manner.        ■<!  >•  .     .  t.  , 

The  neglect  of  consideration  makes  even  the  doctrine  of  judg- 
ment to  come  to  be  nilhoul  efficacy.  It  is  necessary  iherelbre 
that  the  belief  i>f  (his  he  so  lirmly  sealed  in  the  heart  as  its  throne, 
that  il  may  roniuuiid  the  thoughts  to  be  very  attentive  to  it,  aiMJ 
may  have  regal  power  over  our  wills  and  siTecttons,  that  our  lives 
aav  be  ordered  according  to  its  rules. 

[t.]  The  consideration  of  etcn)al  judgment  will  vindieate  the 
proeeedings  of  divine  providence,  and  the  honor  of  flod's  govern- 
ing this  world,  from  the  imputation  of  unrighteousncs*.  God  is 
provoked  every  day,  yet  spares  the  wicked,  and  heaps  an  abun- 
dance of  favors  on  them  :  his  patience  and  goodness  they  pro* 
fanely  abuse,  and  become  more  ohduiatc  and  inflexible.  They 
are  apt  to  blaspheme  the  excellency  of  his  nature  in  thoir  hearts, 
Psal.  14.  1.  thinking  that  he  is  ignorant  or  careless,  impotent  or 
unjust.  They  implicitly  deny  his  providence  and  judgment,  that 
he  does  not  observe  their  sins,  and  will  not  require  an  account 
for  them  :  or  else  they  inteipret  his  permission  to  be  an  approba- 
tion of  their  sins:  These  things  hast  thou  done  and  I  kept  si- 
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Icnrc  ;  ihou  ihoughtcit  I  was  suth  an  ooe  as  thyself;  1'mI.  bO. 
TlniJ  the  (loalfieiis  trAii9|)laiited  ihc  vices  of  earth  to  hcavt^n,  himI 
rc{it«»oiile4l  (heir  C!o<ls  to  be  sensual,  jeslous,  diriuiis  as  intuit,  xnd 
accordin^l}'  expect  au  casj-  absolulion  for  tlicir  bids.     Or  else  Ibe 
distance  of  juJgmGnl  to  come  »u  hardens  ihein,  that  the;    ^im^h 
tiod's  thunder  with  less  fear,  than  Itoys  do  llicir  squibs  and  cnck^f 
era.     Because  soiileiice  af^tnsl  an  evil  work  is  nut  spvcdil^-  ese- 
ctiled,  (lieicrorc  lh«  hearts  uf  tl)e   soD.t   of  men  are  full}'  sel  in 
tJicin   to  do  evil,  Kccles-  8.  i.     Uut  how  dc&pente  is  the    mad* 
neis  of  sinners  ?  Uod  now  sceins  to  wink  at  iheir  nias,  Acts  17. 
30.  but  halh  appointed  a  day  of  accounts,     lie  suffers   them   to 
live  in  pro^erily,  but  they  are  reserved  to  the  day  of  judgmrn^H 
to  be  punished,  'i  Pel.  3.  1.  and  possibly  sooocr  ;  for  9omelimi^| 
they  are  cut  oltby  visible  vengeance,  lo  convince  the  world  tha^^ 
(he  supreme  Jud^c  <k>c9  ool  bear  thv  swurd  in  vuin.     But  though 
4t  is  delayed  for  >  lime,   yel  he  declarer,  that  their  sins  are  laid 
up  in  store  wilh  hiia,  and  s«ali-d  up  among  his  treasures.     '^^^ 
him  iKlon^  vengeance  and  recompense,  Deut.  32,  34.     He  is  i^H 
mild  Judge  now,  and  his  clemency  suspends  their  fMinishntcnt^' 
but  justice  will  not  forget  it,  Amos  8.  7.     He  threatens  (h«  se- 
cure sinner ;  I  will  reprove  Ihce,  ;ind  sel  thy  sins  in  order  bt-rore 
thine  eyes,  Pm\.  6U.  21.     IIow  will  the  scornful  ohstinale  binner 
change  complexion,  and  ironiMc,  when  an  army  of  sjas(  more  tet^ 
rible  than  so  many   furies)  »haU  be  ranged   in  battle,  am)  with 
fiery  darts  wound  his  naked  soul  ?     How  will  the  Mubborn  Athe- 
ist, that  picasea  himscU   with  vain  imaginations  of  the  eloinity  of 
the  world,  and  the  mortality  of  tlii!  soul,  l>e  confounded  when  be 
feels  the  truth   of  scripture    (hrealnings    to    his  eternal  sorrow .' 
Then  all  their  railleries  will  be  turned  into  lamentations.      It  is 
not  for  *  w.-inl  of  power  ihsl  God  spares  the  HiL-ked,  but  becatlM 
they  are  always  in  his  hands,  and  he  cjin  make  them  as  miserable 
as  they  are  sinful,  when  he  pleases.     It  is  not  through  tlte   neg- 
lect of  justice,  but  for  most  wise  and  holy  reasons,  as  shall  appear 
in  the  last  day,  when  a  deci.iive  irreversible  judgiacnt  shall   be 
pronounced,  and  immediately  inflicted  on  (hem  before  the  workl. 
When  an  f  actor  at  Athens  spoke  with   admiration   of  riehes,  as 
the  mo«t  valuable  acquisition,  and  of  the  felicity  of  rich  men  ;  the 
jseople  were  in  an  upn>ar  at  the   immorality   of  the  speech,  and 
were   ready   to  chase  him  from  the  tUmjc:  but  the  poel    himself 
appeared,  and  desired  then  to  stop  Ihoir  fury  till  the  calaslropbe, 

■Om  habcat  in  poietttte  viaiUctam,  nwvuk  diu  tcncra  pibcntiain.    Cyp- 
<im  d*  boo.  htiMN. 

I  fl  iffv'«t  ittioifia  ■a'lLi^n*'  ^(s'laif,  &c.    Cum  hi  noviaimi  »i-imI 
l^ngcntiB  Euri|mUa  pnmtmciuii  oiHriii,  icidw  poifmlin  ml  rjii-lf  ntliun  ft  Ad? 
rem  el  Owmen  eanaurrMiit  mm  iiii)it'iii :  tkincM'  l':nri|)i<lr<>  in  infdhnn  proiil- 
iiit,  pMHW  ut  mqKMUjenl,  vid«t«ii(r)iie  ■juoni  admirotor  nun  cjtuum  Stivm. 
titfuf.  fyiil.  IIS. 
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the  wretched  end  of  tlial  9ordi<l  miser.  Thus  wc  arc  npl  to  ac- 
cuse the  w«)  a  of  God,  when  the  vrkked  flourish ;  but  wv  nltould 
stop  our  rumulluous  thoughts,  for  theii  end  will  absolve  Diviou 
I'mvidvQcC  from  all  undue  rcfleclions  upon  the  accuuut  of  their 
tenpornl  happiness. 

And  the  sound  Ixilicfof  this  will  rectify  b11  mislokiug  appre- 
hcDsiona,  tnd  clear  »ti  pcq)tcxing  up{>ci)rances,  about  (ho  sutler* 
iop  of  (be  rigbleouN  here. 

Indeed,  if  we  consider  the  hoHest  men  as  they  arc  sinners, 
Iheir  afiliclions  are  m  far  from  IilemUhiug  (he  justice  of  God, 
(hat  they  are  the  signs  of  his  mere)' :  for  all  is  a  favor  on  this 
side  hell  to  those  that  dosene  it.  David,  an  excellent  saint,  ac- 
knowledceth  ihe  ri^h(eousuc»  of  God"»  judgment  wilh  respoft 
to  himself.  Hut  when  the  saints  suOer  for  a  righteous  cauae, 
( and,  as  (he  I'salmist  expresses  it,  for  thy  sake  are  we  killed  all 
(he  day  long,  and  are  counted  as  sheep  for  the  slaughter,  I*sal.4>l) 
there  ia  not  a  visible  (rorrcspondonc}'  between  the  I'rovidi-nee  of 
God  in  his  governinfi  rbe  world,  and  (he  unchangeable  rules  of 
justice,  that  those  who  do  evil  sbotild  sulfer  evil,  and  ihosc  who 
do  well  ^ould  he  happy.  As  (he  apostle  speaks  to  the  (Kirsccu- 
ted  ehristiana;  It  is  a  righteous  thing  with  God,  (o  recompciutu 
tribulation  (o(bein  (hat  trouble  you,  and  to  you  who  are  troubled 
rest  with  us,  i  Tbcss.  6.  7.  Now  there  is  a  day  comiog,  when  (he 
perscciitofH  shall  be  puni^ll(d,  and  (he  saints  be  rvw^iided  for  all 
Ihcir  Miffcrings  ;  and  the  di.itri button  of  recompcns*  s  phuU  he  in 
the  presence  of  the  worltl,  for  the  glory  of  Divine  justice.  For 
(be  (lia(inc(ion  lha(  is  niaite  between  men  a(  dea(h,  is  private  aiid 

E articular,  and  not  sufficient  far  the  honor  of  God's  govcmnient : 
u(  at  the  last  day,  all  men  that  have  lived  in  sevcuu  successions 
of  ages,  shall  appear,  and  justice  hare  a  solemn  process  and  tri* 
umpb  before  angcis  and  men.  As  »ome  excellent  piece  that  ia 
(o  be  cxiM>»cd  to  public  view,  is  covered  with  a  traverse,  (o  pre- 
vent the  disturbance  in  the  working,  and  Ihe  di»covcry  of  iho 
work,  till  brought  to  such  perfection  as  will  sur^trise  wilh  wan- 
der those  that  see  it ;  so  God  is  pleased  to  coTcr  his  ptticeedings 
for  a  time  ;  but  in  the  last  day,  there  will  be  such  a  revelation  of 
llie  righteous  judgment  of  God,  Kom.  2.  7.  (hat  (hose  who  now 
doubt,  or  complain  of  bis  justice,  shall  ndnitre  and  adore  it. 

[3.)  The  belief  of  this  doctrine,  as  it  vindicates  Divine  Frori- 
denec,  so  it  is  powerful  (o  comfort  the  .-Minis  under  iH'rserutiDns 
for  righteousness  sake ;  especially  when  innocence  is  wounded 
with  slanderous  dar(s,  and  calumnies  are  joined  wilh  cmellie*, 
representing  them  as  worthy  of  public  hatred.  I(  was  one  of  the 
•ubtilc  artifices  of  Julian  the  apostate,  to  mingle  the  images  of  tlic 
heathen  Gods  with  tlwwc  of  (he  emperors,  lha(  the  doing  rever- 
ence (as  the  chriMian.t  nere  comniaTidt'd )  to  all  together,  might 
imply  a  dereliction  and  icnouncing  of  their  religion,  and  (heir 
ftimj>lici(y  seen  impiety  ;  or  if,  jealous  of  slipping  irom  their  pro- 
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fession,  ihcy  rcfuseil  to  do  it,  they  might  s««m  lo  deny  the  ex- 
|>reMions  of  honor  due  lo  their  emperors,  aud  be  reputed  to  mT- 
fvr  not  nH  rhri-Hlian  msrtjTS,  but  as  rebels.  But  the  beKet' 
considoraUoi)  of  (iod's  rij^htcouti  judgment  will  m.ikc  them 
jiise  the  censures  and  reproarhea  of  nt;i!i(iotis  adversaries  : 
inc,  sailh  the  Apostle^  it  is  a  very  small  ihin^  ihnl  I  should  I 
judged  by  man's  jud^cnt :  he  that  Judgeth  m«  ia  (he  Lord 
Cor.  i-  5.  The  severest  censure  was  of  tio  more  wei^t, 
pared  with  the  approbation  of  God,  than  the  liehtest  feather 
fltci  in  the  air,  put  in  the  scales  against  the  globe  of  the  ea 
The  assurance  of  a  righteous  cause,  and  a  '  righteous  judge, 
preserve  an  inwaitl  and  joyful  (ranc|uili(y  of  soul  in  the  mida 
atl  the  storms  of  reproach  and  scandalous  imputations  ;  like 
calmness  of  a  haven,  when  the  sea  is  tempestuous  without, 
this  will  fortify  believers,  to  bear  with  an  invincible  couragol 
the  violence  that  is  oRered  to  them  for  their  fidelity  to  God  : 
the  wrongs  and  injuries  they  endure,  shall  be  redressed  with  i 
Unite  advantage.  The  exlremeat  evils  to  which  they  arc  exf 
cd  for  Christ,  are  like  the  chariots  of  fire  sent  from  God,  not  I 
consume,  but  conduct  Elias  in  triumph  into  the  highest  heavi 
God  u-itl  give  them  present  support,  inward  consolations,  anj 
future  crown.  There  is  an  appointed  day,  when  oppressed  tnd 
eence  slinll  obtain  the  noblest  victory,  and  disgraced  godlincasl 
most  puMic  and  highest  honor:  the  fnilh  of  sincere  christlsM 
shall  be  found  lo  praise  and  glory,  I  Pet.  I.  7.  They  may  sat 
fer  under  the  tyranny  of  time,  but  F>hall  reign  in  the  kiiii;dum  of 
eternity.  The  belief  of  this,  when  firmly  radicated  in  tlie  ht 
is  so  powerful  as  to  make  them  glory  in  the  sharpest  (ribulatic 
and  joyfully  triumph  over  Satan,  with  his  perverted  ma 
world.  Cantando  rumpitur  angwi.  But  alas,  the  sin,  not 
great  part  of  the  trouble  of  the  saints,  arises  from  their  weakni 
of  faith,  and  not  patient  waiting  for  the  day  of  the  Lord.  W 
heavy  persecutions  and  great  distresses  ate  continued  by  tl 
restless  adversaries,  they  are  apt,  through  impatience  and  ina 
bility  of  mind,  lo  be  full  of  sorrowful  complaints  that  God  del 
their  particular  deliverance  :  and  as  sometimes  the  clock  outru 
the  motion  of  the  sun,  that  is  (he  true  measure  of  lime  *,  »o 
hasty  desires  prevent  the  eternal  counsel  of  his  will,  that  has 
termincd  the  period  of  the  miseries  of  bis  people,  and  of  the  ; 
perity  of  the  wicked,  in  the  fittest  time:  and  tb:ii  lie  suspeo 
bis  fclotious  coming  lo  judge  the  world  in  riglileousness,  diKOd 
ageln  weaker  christians,  and  makes  tliem  ready  lo  faint  in 
day  of  adversity.     But  the  Lord  is  not  slack   in  performing  I 

(irumise,  as  men  count  slackness  ;  i  Pet.  i.  9.     Tbeie  is  not! 
east  reason  lo  question  bis  Gdclii7  and  power,  or  to  suspect 
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love  and  reoieinbraDce  of  his  people.  And  as  the  stars  of  hearen 
enlighten  tbe  earth,  but  the  candles  on  earth  cannot  enlighten  tb« 
heavens;  so  the  nifldoin  of  God's  eoun»cl  and  providence  should 
direct  us  patiently  to  expect  his  nppoioled  time,  but  our  glim- 
mering reason  cannot  direct  him. 

i4.J  The  HVrictu!)  beliuf  of  future  Judgment  is  Ihc  most  vfliee- 
rcMrainl  from  secret  sins.     Men  ore  tipt  to  encotusKC  them- 

lielvci  in  evil  upon  ibe  uccount  of  MH:recjr ;  it  is  tne  usual 
tinder  of  teaiplalionfl.  If  solitude  and  silence,  if  the  darkne.<is  of 
Ibe  night,  or  any  disguises  way  conceal  their  wickedness  from 
buinait  eyes,  they  are  bold  and  secure  as  to  God.     The  Psalm- 

I  isl  declares  what  is  the  inward  principle  that  acts  them,  what  is 
lbs  language  of  iheir  hearts:  all  the  workers  of  iniquity  boast 
themselves  i  they  say,  the  Lord  shall  u»l  Mrc,  neither  sbnll  tbc 
God  of  Jacob  re^^ird  it ;  Paul.  94.  5,  fi.  Rut  O  Ibe  hrutisli 
fblly    of  men,  to  think  that  because  they  do  not  see  God,  that 

I  be  does  not  see  them  !  us  if  one  should  shut  his  eyes  in  the  face 
of  the  suo,  and  do  Mine  foul  abominable  thing,  thinking  himself 
to  be  unseen,  because  be  sees  no  person.     Ilow  vain  is  Ihc  iin- 

'  pure  diligence  of  the  adulterer,  the  crafty  diligence  of  the  de- 
reiver,  the  solicitious  diligence  of  other  sinners,  to  bide  things 
from  ibe  Jud;;e  of  all  ?  Sbiill  not  God  search  it  out,  for  be  knows 
the  very  aecrcts  of  tlic  bejirt  ^  What  a  confounding  discovery 
will  be  made  of  secret  wickedness  at  tbc  last  day  ?  Here  obscu- 
rity is  the  mask  of  shame,  that  conceals  it  from  Ibe  world.  Or 
ifouly  cbildreu  and  fools,  that  are  not  capable  to  judge  of  the  in> 
decency  and  turpitude  of  actions,  be  spectators,  uteri  arc  not 
touclicd  will)  shame  for  foul  things:  but  then  their  wickedness 
shall  be  disniayed  before  God,  the  holy  aneels  and  saints.  The 
actual  beiici  of  this  would  depnve  Satan  of  one  of  his  greatest 
advaulAge»,  and  be  a  blessed  preservative  from  many  sitis,  that 
allure  ihe  consent  by  Ihc  temptation  of  sccresy.  A  considering 
chriatian  will  reject  them  wilh  indigiiAtion,  spying  with  Joseph, 
"  lluu-  can  I  do  thi.t  grcut  wickedness,  and  sin  againut  Go<l  ?" 
The  sins  uudi.scovcr(td  and  unpunished  by  temporal  tribunals, 
flltall  then  receive  a  just  rccoin|>t.-t)se. 

[6.1  The  remenkbrance  of  that  strict  Judgment  is  the  most 
natural  and  powerful  remedy  against  sensual  temptations,  that  so 
easily  insinuate  and  engage  the  hearts  of  men.  St.  Peter  reck- 
oning up  the  he^lhcns'  sins,  Usciviousnese,  lusts,  excess  of  wine, 
revelling^,  and  abominable  idolatries,  Iclls  tbc  christians,  that 
the  Gentiles  thought  it  slrnnge  that  they  did  not  nm  wilh  them 
to  the  same  excess  of  rint,  I  Pel.  4.  3, 4.  .\»  the  diseiples,  when 
pur  Saviour  walked  upon  tho  waters,  thought  he  lud  been  a 
fipirit,  judging  tliat  no  teal  body  could  tread  on  them  without 
sinking:  thus  men  arc  apt  to  think  it  impossible  to  restrain  their 
esrnal  appetites  when  allured  by  pleasing  objects.     But  the  he- 
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tief  of  the  terrors  of  the  Lord  will  damp  the  aensutt  affection) 
when  most  strongly  inclined  to  forbidden  things,  and  extinguidi 
delight  in  sin  :  for  delight  and  feai  are  inconsistent.  Therefm 
the  wise  preacher  gives  this  counsel,  Rejoice,  O  young  man,  is 
iby  youth,  and  let  thy  heart  cheer  thee  in  the  days  of  thy  yootli, 
and  walk  in  the  ways  of  thy  heart,  and  sight  of  thine  eyes: 
but  know  thou  for  all  these  things  God  will  bring  thee  to  jud^ 
ment,  Eccl.  1 1 .  Thi»  will  change  the  apprebmsions  of  the 
mind,  and  alter  the  taste  of  the  appetite,  and  make  the  most  en- 
ticing and  irresistible  lusts  the  objects  of  our  greatest  detesta- 
tion. 

[6.]  The  consideration  that  the  Son  of  God,  clothed  with  oar 
nature,  shall  judge  the  worid,  "  afibrds  strong  consolation"  to  hij 
people  ;  and  is  a  motive  of  great  terror  (o  the  wicked.  How 
comfortable  is  it  to  his  people  that  he  who  loved  them  above  bii 
life,  and  was  their  fiedeemer  on  the  cross,  shall  be  their  judge 
on  the  throne  i  "  He  is  the  same  Jesus  Christ,  yesterday,  to- 
day, and  forever ;"  the  same  indulgent  Saviour  in  the  exaltatin 
of  his  glory,  as  when  under  sufferings,  reproach  and  ^ame.  He 
is  described  in  that  glorious  appearance,  by  the  conjunct  titles  of 
his  majesty  and  power.  The  great  God,  Tit.  2.  12,  13.  and  of  his 
compassion  and  mercy,  "  Our  Saviour,"  to  signify  bia  ability  and 
affection  to  make  them  happy.  When  he  oonies  wilh  a  heavm- 
ly  train  of  angels  to  judgment,  he  will  be  as  tender  of  his  ser- 
vants, as  when  he  suffered  for  them  in  his  humble  slate.  He 
that  paid  (heir  debt,  and  sealed  their  pardon  with  hie  own 
blood,  will  certainly  publish  the  acquittance.  How  is  it  possible 
he  should  condemn  those  for  whom  he  died,  and  who  appear  wilh 
the  impressions  of  his  reconciling  blood  upon  them  .''  Plow  revi- 
ving is  if,  that  Christ,  whose  glory  was  the  end  and  perfection  of 
their  lives,  Phil.  I.  shall  dispose  their  slates  forever  ?  That  he, 
who  esteems  every  act  of  their  charity  and  kindness  done  to  his 
sen'anl.'i  as  done  to  himself,  shall  dispense  the  blessed  reward  ? 
Then  the  King  will  say  to  them  placed  on  his  right  hand ;  Come, 
ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world,  Matt.  25.  0  the  transports  of 
jny  to  hear  those  words  from  his  life-breathing  lips  !  The  proph- 
et breaks  forth  into  an  extacy,  "  How  beautiful  are  the  feet  of  the 
mes!40ngers  of  peace,  those  tiiat  bring  glad  tidings  of  salvation! 
But  how  much  more  bentitiful  is  the  face  of  the  author  of  our 
peace  and  salvation  !"  0  how  full  of  serenity,  and  clemency,  and 
glory !  The  expectation  of  this  makes  them  languish  with  impa- 
tience for  his  coming.  Though  the  preparations  of  that  day  arc 
so  dreadful,  when  the  sun  shall  be  darkened,  and  the  moon  turn- 
ed into  blood,  Arts  2.  and  the  stars  fall  like  leaves  in  autumn, 
yet  it  is  styled  a  day  of  refreshment  to  the  saints. 

Hut  how  dreadful  will  his  coming   in  majesty  to  judgment  be 
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to  the  wicked  \    *  "  They  »hall  we  bini  wboin  Ihey  hare  piert* 

,'*  and  with  bitter  Umentalion  remember  the  indif^itiea  ofler- 
to  him.     What  excuses  can  they  allege,  why  Ihey  did  not  be- 
Hevc  and  obey  the  gospel?     Our  Saviour  revetted  ht^h  myste- 
ries, but  ronfinnvd  them  with  great  miracles.  He  re(|uircd  !>lrict 
'  >linc!ts,  but  olTi-red  divine  grace  to  enable  men  to  do  hii  will. 
'  He  poured  forth  his  Spirit  upon  them,"  but  (heir  hearts  were 
hard  as  the  rocks,  and  as  barren  a*  the  sands.     Then  he  will 
eproacb  them  for  their  insolent  contempt  of  all  the  perfectioiu 
'his  Divino  nature,  and  the   bleeding  Bufferings  of  bis  human 
nature  to  reconcile  them  to  God  :  for  their  undervaluing  "  neg- 
ct   of  the   gic.it  salvntii^n,"  so  dearly  purchased,  and  90  freely' 
ijd  earnestly  olfercd  lo  them  :  for  their  obstinacy,  that  the  pur- 
ile  streams  that  flowed  from  his  crucified  body,  ibat  all  the  sor- 
Dws  and  agonies  of  his  soul  were  not  effectual  persuasives  (o 
make  them  forsake  their  sins :  for  their  "  preferring  (he  bramble 
|lo  reign  orer  them,"  Salan  the  destroyer  of  souls,  and  ungrateful 
Bvjceling   the  (rue   vine,  the  blessed   Saviour,  who  by  so  many 
miraculous  merrie-i  »oliciied  (heir  love,  and  dcsened  their  ser- 
vice -,  this  will  make  the  sentence  as  just  as  terrible,  and  the  more 
terrible  because  jusl.     This  will  exasperate  (he  anguish,  (hat  the 
gospel  shall  be  a  "  savor  of  death  to  them  ;"  and  the   blesacd 
Redeemer  pronounce  them   *'  eursed,"  and  despatch  them  "  (o 
crcrlaiting  fire,  prepared  for  the  deril  and  his  angels  for  ever.** 
The  judgment  of  the  Redeemer  will  be  more  heavy  than  that  of 
the  Creator.     For  all  (ha  riches  of  bis  goodness  which  they  des- 
pised, shall  be  the  measure  of  Ihetr  guilt   and  woes.     Alt  the 
rBieana  of  grace  used  for  their  conversion,  but  frustrated  by  their 
Eperveraeness,  :«ha]l  be  charged  upon  their  score.     What  conster- 
Kition  will  seixc  (he  wicked,  when  ten  thousand  accusers  shall 
'rise  up  in  judgment  against   them,  and  not  one  adrocalc  appear 
for  their  defence  f     Satan  will  be  ready   to  aggravate  (heir  sins 
■hove  his  own  :  for  although  the  superior  excellence  of  bis  na- 
ture and  state  did  heighten  his  obligation,  and  consequently   his 
disobedience  lo  bis  Creator,  and  thut  he  »inncd  of  himself,  deriv- 
ed a  gudt  upon  him  exceeding  that  of  man's  original  sin,  who  was 
keduceil  to  his  ruin;  yet  in  that  justice  was  so  quick  and  severe, 
Htat  the  angels  alter  their   sin   were   immediately  expelled  ftoD' 
Keir  blessed  habitation,  no  space  of  repentance  was  allowed  ; 
and  no  mediator  interposed  (o  ob(ain  torms  of  reconciliation  with 
the  incensed  Deity,  their  doom    was   final  and    irrevocable;  but 
after  our  rebcUiou*  sin,  the  Son  of  (Jod,  such  wns  his  immortal 
love,  was  willing  to  be  mortal  to  redeem  sinful  men,  and  freely 
offered  himself  a  sacrifice  to  atone  the  divine  displeasure :  and  a 
day  of  graee  and  long  sufferanee  was  granted,  and  ntaoy  eompa*- 


"  Videiis  nilnara  qutp  iii/lbiiKlii,  a^iiMcItls  laliis  quod  pupiisisiis,  quontain 
et  per  tv^  el  propMT  vo«  >|iortun)  m,  nrr  inlrnrc  voloiitui,  .iuf^. 
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donate  JnTlttlionn  were  sent  from  heaven  to  soften  llieir  stony 
hearts :  but  ibey  neglected  and  despised  the  grace  of  llie  gospel, 
and  wilfully  excluded  themselves  from  mercy.      In  this  resfi 
they  arc  more  f;uilty  than  the  fullen  nngcls ;  and  justice  will 
ven^o  the  abuse  of  mercy.     Oo  lliey  hope  to  soften  ihc  judge  ' 
taIiiiii«iioits  iiud  deprecations?     Alas!  he  will  bcimlexiblelol 
their  pravers  and  tcais.     The  Lamb  will  be  then  a   lion  art 
with  terrors  for  their  destruction.  Or  can  they  appeal  to  a  higb 
courl  to  mitii^Ble  or  reverse  the  ■enleoee  ?    No,  his  authority] 
supreme,  and  confirmed  by  the  immutable  oath  of  God.     Or,< 
they  think  to  resist  the  execution  of  the  sentence  ?     Despera 
folly  !    The  angels,  notwithstanding  their  numbers  and  streni 
eould  not  for  a  moment  escape  his  revenging  hand.     The  wbd 
world  of  sinners  is  of  no  more  force  against  his  wrath,  iban 
light  dust  against  a  whirlwind,  or  dry  stubble  against  devourd 
fira.     Or  do  they  think,  by  a  stubborn  spirit,  to  endure  it  ?  Sef 
deeeiving  wretches  *.  If  Ihc  correction  ol  lits  children  here,  tboui 
allayed,  and  for  thoir  amendment,  make  "their  beauty  and  strcnglii 
eonsume  away  as  a  moth,"  how  insupportable  will  the  vengean^ 
be  on  his  obstinate  enemies  '    "  Who  knows  the   [>ower  of 
anger  ^"  Who  can  sound  the  depths  of  his  displeasure  ? 


CHAPTER  Vr. 


The  comidpralion  ornlcmnl  Juilgrni'nt «hoiilil  powerfully  move  tn  to, 
for  it.    Ku1«»  ofoiw  accaiHaiiCfi  in  ihni  ilay.    tinMsned  faiUi  in  t^a 
JmuR  IS  abnlulely  neceasarv  fbr  ma  aocvplance.    l'hI^  pnnlmi  of  our 
and  the  rrwardio^  our  Hjrvleu^  !•  unao  the  accouni  of  otxr  Soviour^ 
horioua  olx-dii^ni:!.'  nnil  milfcriiir*.     Sinrrro  nnil  iinilonii  i>limli«iHo  wlQ  | 
only  BceepiFil  of  our  juds*.    'Ihi-  fivqucm  (rift)  of  connc-ience  prapw 
for  tba  hit  Judgmenl.    This  l««ds  to  reiwiitanre  fur  irnni  Hint,  and  | 
«CTV«M  from  WJIS  aftrrwnrdii.    Tbn  Improving  ol*  our  lali^tita  nil)  maka 
hatjudgnient  comroriublc.    The  (fnlniu  matnlainin^  ibo  inilb  and  caM 
ef  Chriat,  vrilllw  rf<«nnl«d  In  the  laat  iiicl^tii«nt.    A  twnrfii-i-ni  Iovq  to  i 
■aietwd  Mainta  Kiinll  Utni  ht  n^wnnlid.    .\ii  excitation  m  wntch  and 
thai  we  ma)-  with  comlori  apprnr  Iwforn  iha  •vsrianiiig  judgv. 

J [7.1  The  consideration  of  eternal  Judgment  should  be  a  po^ 
uJ  incentive  to  prepare  ourselves  for  il.  The  alTiiir  isinGDiU 
ly  Mrious,  for  it  concerns  our  salvation  or  daiDn-ilion  forev< 
Yet  the  pleatnircs  and  business  of  the  world  fasten  men  in  see 
rity,  and  hinder  the  entire  upphcation  of  Iheir  minds  lo  prei 
for  their  last  aeeount.     It  is  an  awful  caution  of  our  Saviour  to 
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tits  diKi|)l«s,  "  'I'akc  ticed  lent  at  may  time  vour  hearts  be  over* 
charged  wiili  aiiKciting  find  dninki-nnvss,  and  cares  at  this  life, 
arul  lO  (hat  day  come  upon  you  iituwurcs ;  Tor  aa  a  enarc  shall  jt 
cone  Of)  all  (hem  that  dwell  oit  the  lace  of  the  cnrlh."     A  disw- 

€e  voluptuous  course  of  life  is  joined  with  a  brutish  iicgltct  of 
d  aod  (he  soul :  aiid  the  indulging  (be  carn.il  iipj>piile,  though 
:  in  such  enormous  excesses  as  (he  profane  are  i^uillj-  of,  alien- 
ates the  minds  of  men  from  due  considering  ibeti  spiritual  stale, 
and  lessens  the  preventive  fear  that  makes  us  serious  and  dili- 
gent "  to  he  found  of  (lOti  in  [mjuCc."     And  others  are  so  involv- 
ed in  secular  bu.'uness,  that  they  arc  not  at  leisure  to  regard  (be 
ij^  one  thing  necessary  :"  their  niiruis  arc  so  over-shaded  witli  the 
Hires  of  the  pre«ent  world,  (hey  cannot  take  a  right  aspect  of  the 
world  (o  come.     The  flood  broke  in  upon  the  old  wmld  whils( 
they   "  were  eating  and  drinking,  marrying  and  giving  in  mar- 
riage, buying  and  selling,'*  and  destrojed  them  all.     The  last 
fire  will  devour  this  worlil  in  the  arat.'  wretched  incogtluncy,  and 
stupid  neglect  (o  prepare  themselves  for  Judgment.     "  As  it  was 
in  the  days  of  Noah,  so  shall  it  be  in  tlic  days  of  Ihe  Son  of 
man."     It  is  a  divine  and  solemn  warning, "  Behold,  I  come  na  a 
thief  in  the  night :  blessed  i^  he  (hat  watcheth  and  kecpetb  his 
^rments,  lest  he  be  found  naked,"  without  the  robe  of  holiness, 
^Dd  be  exposed  (o  confoutuling  shame  in  that  day.     When  se- 
Rurc  and  circlcss  dinners  slinll  say,  "  I'vnce  and  safety,  sudden 
Bicstruction  will  come  u|M>a  them,  as  travail  upon  a  woman  with 
^bild,"  as  sur]>rixingly,  as  irresistibly  ;  "  and  they  sliall  not  o«- 
eapC'"     But  (he  "  wise  foresee  Ihe  evil,"  a»d  esteem  it  their  in- 
eonparable  interest  to  secure  the  favor  of  the  supreme  judge. 
It  is  the  inference  the  Apostle  makes  from  the  certainly  of  our 
appearing  before  ihc  righteous  judge,  Wherefore    we  labor,  that 
whether  present  or  absent,  in  this  or  the  itoxt  hfe,  we  may  l>e 
accepted  of  him,  2  Cor.  b.  ft.     This  was  his  great  design,  Ida 
chief  care,  bis  duty  and  his  glory  :  never  did  any  person  more 
ardently   aspire,    and  ambitiousiy  endeavor  for   (be  obtaining 
a  kingdom,  (ban  ho  did  to  secure  his  own  acceptance  with  the 
Lord.     In  order  to  this,  1  will  lay  down  the  rules  of  our  accept- 
ance in  that  day,  and  conclude  the  aifpiment. 

(I.)  Infoigned  faith  in  Ihe  Lord  Jesus  is  abfoluteiy  necesM- 
ry,  that  we  may  be  acce]>ted.  This  is  such  a  belief  of  his  all- 
aufficient  merits,  nitd  his  merciful  inclination  to  save  us,  that  the 
guilty  and  self-condemned  sinner  entirely  consents  to  the  terms 
of  the  gospel,  as  well  as  to  (he  privileges  of  it,  with  a  reliance 
upon  his  merits,  and  a  resolution  (o  ol>ey  his  precepts.  Me  is  a 
Priest  on  a  throne,  a  Prince,  anil  a  Saviour,  and  so  must  he  ae- 
koowlodged  and  received.  l'|>on  ibis  condition  his  righteous- 
new  is  freely  imputed  to  us  for  our  juslilication  unto  life,  without 
wfaieb  we  must  perish  in  our  sina,  For, 

I.  The  best  sainia  are  guilty,  and  deeply  obnoxious  to  (he  law. 
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anil  the  judgment  of  God  is  iflvarisbljr  according  to  IruUi ;  to 
that  a))j)c:iriiie  ill  (fieir  sins,  (hcj-  will  be  cast  forever.  God's 
tribunal,  like  tliat  of  the  seTere  Roman  judge,  is  rtorum 
tua,  a  rock  that  daihes  in  pieces  .ill  the  f;»i\ty  that  come 
Tbererore  ibe  Psalmist  so  earnestly  depreeates  ;  "  enter  not 
jtidginent  with  ihjr  servent,  0  Lord ;  for  in  th^  sight  shall  &o  i 
living  bfi  juslifit-d."  And  the  Apostle,  though  a  traiwecnds 
saint,  divests  himself  of  his  own  righteousness,  that  be  may  be 
eotirelj'  covered  with  the  rigblcousness  of  Christ ;  and  renoa 
ett  all  things,  that  he  may  be  found  in  him  as  his  surety  in  (I 
day  of  accouMl.^,  and  obtain  pardon  by  Ttrtue  of  his  satisractfi 
for  sin.  We  cannot  perfectly-  obey  the  commands,  nor  ape 
the  diB|>leasure  of  God :  but  the  expiatory  ucrifiee  of  Chr 
propitiates  the  divine  justice.     This  alone  can  make  us  standi 

judgment  before  the  "  Cery  law,"  and  the  fiery  tribunal,  and    

judge  "  who  is  a  consuming  fire,"  to  all  the  guiltj  that  appear  it 
Ihcir  sins  before  him.     The  blood  of  the  mediator  has  sprinUl ' 
the  throne  of  God  in  heaven  ;  and  our  conscience  being  sprii' 
led  with  it  by  an  unfeigned  faith,  we  may  appear  before  God 
Judge  of  all  with  a  humble  confidence,  and  enter  into  the 
of  holies,  the  celestial  sanctuary,  with  joy. 

2,  Not  only  the  panlon  of  our  sins,  but  the  acceptance 
rewarding  of  our  services  withotern.nl  ^lory,  is  upon  the  accou 
of  our   Saviour's   complete   nghieouMicss.      There  are  defi 
ments  in  the  persons,  and  delecU  in  the  works  of  the  sain 
Their  most  holy  and  fervent  prayers  are  perfumed  by  the 
ceDsc  of  his  intercession,  and  90  become  grateful  (o  God,  R4 
8.  3.  Our  best  virtues  are  mixed  and  shadowed  with  impei 
(ions;  but  in  him  all  graces  were  conspicuous  in  (heir  cooMl 
mate  degrees.     Our  obedience,  supposing  it  perfect,  is  of 
desert :    "  When  we  have  done  all,  we  are  unprofitable 
▼ants"  :  but  his  obedience  was  infinitely  meritorious  by  the 
ioD  of  (be  Deity  with  his  human  nature,  anit  is  the  foundation 
tho  excellent  reward.     Not  that  his  merits  derive  a  value  to 
work*  to  make  them  worthy  of  clemal  glory :  as  some  not 
mineral  infused  into  water,  that  is  in  ilselT  without  taste  or  •! 
cBcy,  gives  it  a  medicinal  tinctui-e  and  virtue  ;  for  this  is  iraf 
sible,  since  the  infinite  dignity  of  his  penon,  and  his  most  pc 
feet  habiluat  and  actual  holiness,  that  are  the  fountains  and 
•ons  of  his  merits,  are  incommunicablo  to  our  persons  and  wort 
But  the  active  and  passive  obedience  of  Christ  is  so  satisfaetor 
and  DeritoHous,  that  Ood  is  pleased  graciously  to  reward  wil 
the  crown  of  life  the  mean  services  o(  those  who  are  by  a  livet 
and  purifying  faith  united  to  him. 

(S.)  Sincere  obedience,  that  is,  a  uniform  and  entire  res 
to  all  the  commands  of  God,  will  alone  be  aecested  in  that  t 
(or  his  authority  runs  through  all,  aiwl  binds  them  on  tho 
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science.  David  hud  this  (estiraonjr  from  Ood  bJuaselT,  Ihat  be 
"  WAS  a  nan  after  his  on*n  heart,  lhat  fulGlted  all  his  wilt."  And 
St.  John  refers  the  <lcci»ion  of  our  »tatc  (o  this,  "  If  our  hearts 
eoDcletDfi  u»"  ttf  any  allowed  »in  of  omia»ioit  or  commiMion, 
nach  more  God  will,  who  is  ^r«atvr  than  our  h«arl9,  and  knows 
all  things,  I  John  3.  30,  SI.  But  if  the  illuminated  tender  con- 
KJence  doth  not  condemn  us  of  insincerity,  "  we  hare  confidence 
towards  God,"  lhat  he  will  spare  and  accept  us  notwithstanding 
our  fiaillic}!,  and  give  free  and  safe  access  into  his  presence. 
The  lives  of  many  arc  chequered  with  u  sirange  disparily,  tlicy 
arc  restrained  frura  some  »ins  of  apparent  wliousncfs,  but  indul- 
gent toothers;  tliey  are  stiict  in  some  duties,  but  loose  and 
ri«ck  in  others,  as  if  they  hoped  by  way  of  commutation  to  be  ac- 
'eepted  of  God ;  to  expiate  their  delinquencies  in  one  kind,  by 
Kupererogating  in  another.  Some  are  painted  Pharisees  in  the 
duties  of  the  first  table,  very  exact  in  the  formalities  of  out- 
ward devolioDS,  hut  gio*^  publicans  in  lh«  duties  of  the  second  ; 

^e«r«leu  of  justice  and  cijuiiy,  and  charily  to  men :  olhera  arc  in 
ppeannce  strictly  moral  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  to  men, 

'and  negligent  of  their  obligations  to  God.  But  partial  obedience, 
can  never  endure  the  trial  of  conscience,  much  less  of  God. 
I'oT  what  is  the  weak  lielit  of  our  minds,  to  the  pure  eyes  of  hu 
glory  f  It  will  make  us  liable  to  inward  rebuke  now,  and  to  open 
confusion  ot  the  last.  St.  I'aul's  rejoirin(j  was  from  the  leslimo- 
ny  of  his  conscience,  that  in  simplicity  and  Godly  sincerity,  he 
bad  his  conversation  in  the  world,  i  Cor.  I.  12.  And,  as  he  cx- 
preaaea  it  in  another  place,  it  was  his  daily  exercise  "  to  have  a 
conscience  void  of  offence  towards  God,  and  towards  men." 
Thou,g;h  our  conquest  of  sin  be  not  complete,  yet  our  resolution 
and  endeavors  must  be  to  mortify  it  in  every  kind.  Though  our 
obedience  has  not  the  perfection  of  degrees,  wc  muM  be  equally 
ncarding  the  divine  law.     If  (here  be  any  .'wcict- favored  sin, 

'Cilner  of  omission  or  commission,  it  will  render  our  ptailionsua- 
•ceeptable  at  the  throne  of  Grace,  and  our  persons  at  tlie  (hrone 
of  judgment;  "If  I  regard  iniquity  in  my  heart,  the  Lord  will 
twt  hear  my  prayer."  The  law  requires  the  performance  of  our 
duly  without  abalemcnt  or  denounccth  the  penalty  without  allay 
or  miti^aiion  :  the  Koapcl  hn.^  not  relaxed  the  Mrivlness  of  the 
law  as  it  is  the  rule  of  life,  but  as  it  volh  the  condition  of  obtaio- 

'inglife.  Sincere  obedience  is  accepted  by  that  gracious  coven- 
ant, where  tlie  legal  perfection  is  wanting ;  but  that  is  indispcn- 
libly   required  of  all.     I  may  illustrate  (his  by  a  passage  of  Al- 

-exaoder  the  great,  who  being  desirous  to  leain  geometry,  ap- 

*plied  himself  to  a  Bkilful  inslntctor  in  it.  But  his  warlike  dispo- 
Mlion  made  him  more  capable  to  conquer,  than  to  measure  ihe 

'  earth  ;  so  (bat  tired  with  tbc   Hrst   propositions,  he  desired  his 

I  Busier  (o  make  ih*  scheme  more  clear  and  plain,  and  easy  to 
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htm.     *  To  whom  the  masler  replied,  Ihal  tlte  lbeor«ms  of  tt 
Mi«nee  weto  equally  difficult  to  all,  and  required  the  Mtac 
tenlion  of  mind  lu  underMtand  thoin,     Thus  ihe  gospel  of  mei 
reqiiii'es   of  all    sincere  n.inclific^ilion,  uiid   itcriaus  endeavors  I 

Krfect  IxiliiiL-nH  in  lli<;  (vm  of  1>ad,  and  without  this   none 
excinplvd  from  condemnation. 

To  the  sincerity  of  obedience,  1  shall  add  a  more   rcMrain 
notion  of  it,  as  respecting  roUgion.     The  duties  of  picly  eooa 
of  an  outward  and  inward  pan ;  simI  the  one  without  the  otli 
iti  but  as  a  carcass  uithoui  a  qickcning  soul.     Now  ihere  will  I 
an  e\qui)ii(c  analomy  of  ilic  liciirl  Jn  ihil  judgment,  a  discove 
of  all  ihc  princijiks  and  motives  by  which  men   nrc    acted; 
then  he  ihat  is  a  saint  inwardly,  "  in  the  spiril,"  who  with 
aims  and  holy  ajfections  hath  served  God,  shall  have  "  praint 
him."     And  thos«  who  hiive  used  God  to  enjoy  the  world,  (I 
have  assumed  pretences  of  piety  for  secular   ends,  diall  be 
proved.     1'bis  will  be  a  cause  of  wonder  in  thai  day,  that  ma 
*'  who  arc  highly  esteemed  by  mi-n"  lis  excellent  saints,  "sh 
be  an  abnminntion  lo  God."     That  in  (he  broad  way  to  hell  (ho 
sands  go  thither,  is  sad  beyond  exprcsaion,  but  not  strange 
all:  but  that  in  the  path  (o  heaven  any  sliould  descend  to  h« 
ia  astonishing.     That  those  who  live  without  God  in  the  wor 
in  the  profane  neglect  of  his  worship,  in  a  dissolute  disordc 
course,  should  fall  undsr  condemnation,  is  believed  of  all : 
that  those  who  appeared  :ccnloLis  in  rclif^ion  shall  be  at  last 
jecled,  is  contrary  lu  univoi-Ml  expectation.     And  not  only 
gro»3  hypocrite  thai  deceives  others,  but  he   that  deceives  hi| 
Mlf  by  the  external  practice  of  holy  duties,  witltout  correspon 
ent  lively  aflectiona ;  that  prays  with  that  coldness,  ait  if  faQ  ' 
no  desire  to  be  heard,  and  hears  with  that  carelessneiw,  as  if 
had  no  desire  to  be  sanctified  by  the  word,  and  is  eonversanlj 
other  parts  of  divine  service  in  that   flight    manner,  as  if  be  bl 
no  design  to  be  saved,  shall  by  a  convincing  upbraiding  light  i 
his  wickedness,  in  dishonnring  (hat  God  whom  be  pretended  i 
worship,  and  neglecling  hi)  soul.     When  the   upright  as  ^ 
gold  shall  be  more  radiant  by  tlie  fire,  the  insincere  like  nf 
bate  silver  shall  not  endure  thai  severe  trial. 

(3.)  The  frequent  discussion  of  conscience,  and  reviewiri 
our  ways,  is  necessary  in  order  to  our  comfortable  appearing 
fore  our  judge.     This  is  a  duty  of  constant  revolution :  for  wl 
we  are  in  flesli,  (he  best  saints,  notwithstanding  all  iher  vij 
sncc  and  dilgence,  are  overudcen  by  surprisal,  and  somelir 
orerborn  by  slrong  temptations ;  and  it  is  more  necessary  to 
for  daily  pardon,  than   fur  our  daily   bread.     I.'nder  Ibe  lawj 
any  one  had  by  touching  a  dead  body  contracted  unclcwn 
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ne  was  to  waiih  liis  clothes  in  the  svetiiitg,  »im1  not  lo  tie  down 
[in  hU  un<-leannC»s.  This  was  ljpic.il  or  our  duty,  that  we 
jlhould  wa»h  awaj  our  sinful  defilements  every  dny  in  the  puri- 
Ifyiiig  rountaiit  of  Christ's  blood,  "  (hat  it  is  wt  ajwh  fot  niii  and 
[for  unclcaniiess."  And  (lie  method  of  the  gospel  (o  ohuin  (he 
[grant  of  patdon,  and  our  coQiforlRble  sense,  and  the  blessed  ef- 
iKCts  of  it,  is  this,  there  must  he  a  mournful  sif;hl,  and  serious 
1  Icknon'ledKinent  of  our  daily  gins,  and  a  judging  ourselves  by 
[tlie  domestical  tribunal  in  our  breasts  as  worthy  of  condemns- 
(tion.  For  (hough  we  cannot  satisfy  divine  jusiiec  for  the  least 
[■ini  we  must  glorify  il ;  and  with  humility  and  furvrncy  desire 
Ithat  (lod  n'oulil  fcraeiously  forgive  our  renewed  sinf,  with  un- 
f  feigned  res<>lutiou»  ai>d  eare  against  them  for  the  future,  ^hus 
[  ve  Br«  lo  stie  out  our  pardon  lor  sins  commilled  every  day- 
I  And  whereas  many  errors  tn  regard  of  our  frailly,  and  their 
LAnesse,  do  slip  from  us,  we  should  with  contrite  spirits  implore 
liiljl  Divine  majesty  to  cleons«  us  from  our  secret  sins,  Psal,  19. 
BEwch  as  through  ignorame  or  inadvertantly  escape  from  our 
I  observation.  If  we  are  obliged  to  be  reconeiU-d  lo  an  oflended 
lor  olTvnding  brother  before  the  nighl,  and  "  the  sun  must  not  go 
I'ttown  a))on  our  wrath,"  much  more  lo  he  reconciled  l»  an  of- 
llcnded  Cod,  that  his  displeasure  may  be  atoned.  The  morning 
[and  evening  sacrifice  was  a  ligurc  of  the  constant  use  of  Christ's 
I  merits  and  mediation  for  us.  The  tiet'urc  neglect  of  renewing 
[  our  repcntanre  foronr  renewed  iitns,  deprives  us  of  the  comforts 
I  of  the  covenant,  and  itill  make  the  thoughia  of  judgment  as 
I  heavy  as  mountains  upon  Ihe  conscience,  when  il  is  awaken- 
I  ed  otit  of  ilB  slumber.  But  when  the  soul's  accounts  are  kept 
[  clear  with  heaven  every  day,  O  what  a  blessed  rest  docs  the 
I  penitent  believer  enjoy  in  the  favor  of  God !  0  the  Divine 
[  calm  of  conscience,  when  our  debts  arc  concealed  in  the  book 
of  (lod's  remcmbrnnce!  If  wc  should  be  unexpectedly  mim- 
I  moned  to  appear  "  before  Ihe  judge  of  all,"  the  sight  of  our 
1  Ktns  will  rather  excite  tliankful  action,  and  joyful  praises  of  Uod 
f  for  his  mercy,  that  he  hath  pardoned  them,  than  fearful  despair' 
ing  thoughts  of  his  mercy,  that  he  will  not  pardon  them. 

And  as  this  considering  our  ways  leads  to  repentance,  and  is 
a  remedy  for  past  sins,  so  it  is  a  powerful  preservative  from  sins 
aflerwanis.  For  as  in  war  the  grcalesl  care  is  to  fortify  the 
weakest  part  of  a  besieged  town,  and  make  il  impregnable  ;  so 
a  chiislian,  by  the  experience  of  his  inlirmrty  and  danger,  will 
be  more  wis*  and  wary,  more  eireuinspeet  and  resolved  against 
those  sins  whereby  he  has  been  often  soiled,  to  prevent  the  dai- 
ly incursion,  ami  sudden  feurreption  by  them.  And  according  to 
the  degrees  of  our  innocence,  we  have  confidence  of  acceptance 
with  God  in  judgment. 

(4.)  Let  us  improve  with  a  wise  ami  singular  diligence,  the 
talents  committed  to  our  trust :  for  in  that  day  we  shall  be  re- 
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Sponsible  Tor  all  (liat  we  have  received.     All  ihe  blessings  we 
poaacss,  wliclher  natural,  our  life,  our  faculties,  our  eodowmeots, 
our  hvajlh  and  slrenglh ;  or  civil,  honor  and  dignitv,  riches  and 
re^talion;  or  spiritual,  the  eo^pcl  in  its  light  and  power,  Ibe 
gnceH  and  asxisiancc  of  the  Holj-  Ghost,  as  they  are  cifls  htm 
liod'a  love,  to  ihcj  tire  talents  to  be  employed  for  his  glory. 
We  are  slfwanlc,  not  proprietaries;  for  the  supreme  Lord  doe* 
not  r«lin(|iii3h  his  right  in  our  hleiutngs,  that  we  may  dispose  of 
th<>m  8(  our  own  [i^easure,  but  hath  prescribed  rules  for  our 
usin;:   (hem  in  order  to  his  gl<^ry,  our  own  good,  and  the  bene&l 
of  others.     And  it  is  sad  to  consider,  that  uauallj  ibose  who  ea> 
joy  tbe  greatest  i;iris,  rentier  the  least  acknowledcroenls,  sad 
the  most  abundant  in   fuvors  arc  most  barren   in  thanklulDeis. 
Time,  that  unvalunblc  trcsstire,  that  is  due  to  God  and  the  soul, 
tbe  price  of  which  arises  from  the  woric  of  salvation  to  be  docie 
in  it,  how  is  it  squandered  away  ?     Conscience  would  blu«b  it 
the  serious  reflection,  that  every  day  so  much  is  spent  in  lbs 
business  of  Ihe  world,  or  pleasures,  and  so  little  redeemed  ftir 
communion  with  the  Holy  God  :  that  as  in  the  prophetic  drcacK 
the  lean  kioc  devoured  the  fat,  so  unconccmin|;  vanities  take 
up  that  time  that  should  he  employed  for  our  last  simI   blessed 
end.     While  lime  is  miserably  wasted,  tbe  soul  lies  a  bleeding 
to  everlasting deatli.     More  particularly,  we  shall  be  accountable 
for  all  the  (tars  of  "  the  Son  of  man"   that  we  have  seen,   all 
the  special  seasons  of  grace  :  these  we  should  improve  for  out 
eternal  advantage,  to  prepare  us  for  the  divine  presence  abo^i  ~ 
But  alas,  the  Lord's  day,  ihat  is  consecrated  for  ihc  immedia 
acrvice  of  God,  and  should  be  entirely  spent  in  il,  and  in  tl 
Ihat  have  a  necessary  subordination  to  it,  yet  neither  the 
forcement  of  duly,  nor  ineitalions  of  love  prevail  u)>on  Ihc  no 
conscientiously  to  employ  it  in  spiritual  affairs.     If  they  »f 
their  prewnce  at  ihe  public  worship,  it  is  thought  enough; 
as  if  the  rent  of  the  day  was  unsiinclificd  lime,  Ibey   wiisl« 
either  in  compliroental  visits,  or  secular  buaincss,  id  reereatic 
or  things  impertinent  lo  tbcir  salvation. 

Riches  are  an  excellent  insinimeni  in  doing  good  :  gold  it 
most  precious  and  extensive  metal,  and  by  a  marvellous  art 
ounce  may  be  beaten  out  into  some   hundred  leaves :  but  it  is  { 
more  happy  art  by  giving  it,  to  enrich  our  souls,  and   supply  tl: 
necessities  of  many  others.     Out  ^reat  estates  are  often  used  i 
foment  mnii's  vicious  guilty  affections,  piide  and  smnualily  ; 
it  is  called  *  greatness  and  magnilicence  lo  waste  liien  in  sumf 
lt»UB  vanities.      I   instance  in  these  talents,  becauH  they  ar 
usually  abused  to  Ihe  dishonor  of  the  donor.     If  ibe  slothful  i 
vant  that  hid  his  single  talent  in  a  napkin,  and  returned  it  will 
out  advantage  to  his  Lord,  was  "  cast  into  outer  darkness,  wher 
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werptng  am)  gnnsliing  of  teelli ;"  a  fearful  imtge  of 
what  w{n  Ih'I'iiI  all  trnpi-olitablir  persons  ;  how  severe  will  iheir 
accoiinU  \>f,  who  hsisli  otil  ihvii-  numerous  lalenis  (o  gtittfy 
their  eamiil  apiMrtttflo,  and  bcmy  (lie  bli-nings  of  God  to  liis  en- 
emy the  tievil  ?  Only  Ihr  wise  and  fOO<l  »crvant,  (hat  wirh  pni- 
,     dent  conlrivance,  and  zealous  endeavors,  improves  liis  liilentA,' 

I  shall  from  ihc  gtacious  Lord,  tn  whom  arc  nil  ailraelivcs  and 
reuiuneratives  of  our  service,  receive  an  excellent  reward. 
(6.  J  Another  rule  of  our  aeceplanee  at  ih«<  last  day  is,  that 
we  niual  witli  courajjc  and  seal  maintaiti  in  our  rank  and  places 
the  cause  of  Christ.  For  thus  he  declares  expressly,  Whosoer- 
er  shall  confess  mo  before  men,  hrm  also  wilt  I  confess  before 
my  Father  which  is  in  heaven.  Bat  whosoever  shall  deny  me 
iMjfnrc  (i»on,  him  also  will  I  deny  l>cfore  my  Father  which  is  in 
heaven,  Mat.  10.  3S.  :>1.  When  the  truth,  purity,  and  power  of 
religion,  in  doctrine,  worship  and  practice,  ia  discountenanced 
and  overborn,  our  Saviour  commands,  and  will  reward  our  un> 
dUeouraged  visible  constancy  in  it.  Me  will  not  only  reign  in 
our  hearts,  but  bo  honored  with  our  lip«,  and  in  our  conversa- 
tions, Rom.  10.  Wc  usurp  the  lltfu  of  christians,  urdess  we  ad* 
here  to  our  duty  in  despite  of  all  op{M>!<)tii)n.  The  temptations 
that  usually  withdraw  men  from  cniifexMn^  and  {glorifying  Christ, 
are  sucl)  as  work  upon  the  passions  of  fear  and  shame.  And 
the  coitsidenliona  ol  the  last  judgment  will  fortify  us  againi( 
bolh. 

1.  Sometimes  religion  exposes  (he  professors  of  it  t»  (he  Fom 
of  all  temporal  enjoyments,  and  of  life  itself.  And  when  the 
honor  of  our  Saviour  retjuires  such  a  service  of  «s,  when  that 
confirmation  is  m^ccssary  to  recommend  Divine  Imlh  to  the  be- 
lief and  afTectionn  of  others,  when  our  cheerful  and  courageous 
example  in  sufiV-ring,  would  animate  those  that  nrv  fearful  to 
constancy  and  confeuion,  then  from  cowardice  (o  withdraw  our 
testimony,  is  to  betray  him  again.  When  our  dntr  M  attendei) 
with  exli'cme  duni;ers,  then  tne  sincerity  and  perlection  of  our 
love  to  Christ  is  broug;ht  to  the  siriciest  trial.  As  true  earbnr»- 
clef  are  discovered  in  the  night,  for  the  .larkness  redoubles  their 
miendor,  so  the  fidelity  of  christians  is  <;vi(lent  in  persecutions, 
that  inflame  and  excite  their  xeal  to  magnify  (he  name  of  Christ 
in  the  flight  of  the  world.     There  Is  no  fear  in  love,  but  perfect 

.lovecisia  out  fear,  I  John    I,  18,     But   fearfolness  hinders  the 

:  expressing  acts  of  love  to  Christ,  and  hetrnyB  to  aposlacy.  For 
OS  every   passion  is  a  perturbation,  so  especially  c^nial  fear,  thai 

^lilinds  and  disturbs  the  mind,  and  hinders  the  serious  considera- 
tion of  the  reasons  of  our  duty,  and  those  motives  to  persevere 
in  it,  that  are  the   fountains  of  our  strength.     From  hence  the 

,  timorous  are  often  treacherous,  and  faith  lies  buried  under  the 
cold  pale  ashes  of  fear.  Now  the  irregularity  of  this  passion  i» 
Itcst  cured,  by  directing  it  to  the  most  powerful  object.  As  the 
"»"»^  vol..  I. "^  65     --^-i- 
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rodof  Mofcs  an-allowecl  up  ihe  rods  of  llie  ina^ickns ;  so  a  siroDi;- 
er  rpor  will  huImIvk.-  liial  which  is  in  n  weaker  degive.     Our  S| 
vioiii  llii^rvCort'  thri-aCfiis  (huso  thai  for  the  foav  ot  nx-'ii  { who  ci 
hill  kill  tUv.  tio4ly}  <)nrc  itot  own  and  drfetid  his  truth  and  cbus 
that  hv  will  tenuuiice  Ihem  before   his  Falhcr  in  the  great  dai 
the  imniediale  consequence  of  wlitch  will  bo  (lie  destruction  ' 
Iwdy  and  sou)  in  hell,  Mat.  10.  31.   32.  33.     If  rnrlhly   pole 
taicfl  had  a  jurisdiction  over   heaven,   if  men  Vrerc  to   be    trig 
by   their  laws  at  ihv  last  day,  if  their  power  extended   lo  ele 
nity,  Itiey   tnigtit  exact   unlintilcd  obedience  to  Iheir   wilh; 
conscience  ts  »  more  desirable  friend  and  terrible  enemy  ibi 
Cesar;,  and  a]l  temporal  tribunal))  arc  subordinate  and  account 
able  to  the  supreme  and  eternal :  lliere   is  "  one  lAwgiver  an 
judge,  who  is  able  to  save,  and  to  destroy  forever."     It  is  ll 
worst  perdition  lo  secure  ourselves  by  the  neglect  of  our  dut 
when  wo  ought  to  perish  for  the  glory  of  our  Saviour, 
that  saves  his  life,  shiill  lose  it." 

'2.  Shame  wounds  deeper  the  breasts  of  some  than  violent 
Zedekiah  would  ratlier  expose  his  kingdom  and  life  to  the  fu., 
of  tlie  Chaldean  armies,  than  be  liim.V!lf  exposed  as  no  obJe4 
of  derision  by  surrendering  it.  And  Satan,  who  understands  r 
temper  of  men's  spirits,  suits  his  temptations  accordingly.  The 
purity  and  holiness  of  religion  expressed  in  the  aetions  of  the 
saints,  is  by  the  scurrilous  reilcelions  and  bitter  sarcacms  of 
profane  persons  made  oontemplihie.  This  is  as  foolish  and 
malicious,  as  if  a  slave  should  leproacb  the  son  of  a  kiog,  that 
he  was  like  his  father  in  bis  countanance  and  actions:  lor  by 
liow  much  the  resemblance  of  God's  holiness  ap|>cai4  with  mora^H 
evidence  and  eminence  in  their  lives,  their  divine  relalioa  ^| 
more  certainly  and  justly  to  he  acknowledged.  Vet  how  maoy 
are  ashamed  of  thin  glory  ?  And  y.cnl  to  vindicate  the  honor  of 
religion  is  traduced  and  villified,  either  as  the  cfTect  of  deaigntog 
facl^,  or  of  Ihe  indiscretion  and  rashness  of  a  uenlc  judgment 
and  strong  passions.  In  every  age  the  faithful  servants  of  God 
.-ire  by  scornful  titles  despised  :  we  are  accounted,  saitfa 
Apostle,  the  olT-seouring  of  the  world,  1  Cor.  -1.  17.  But  a  gei 
erous  christian  looks  u{wn  disgrace  for  the  Hike  of  Christ  as  h< 
honor.  The  A[>(>Btles  rejoiced  that  they  wore  accounted  worth 
to  siillGr  shame  for  his  name,  .\ct9,  £.41.  It  is  said  of  the  BaJ 
list,  "he  was  not  that  light  but  came  to  bear  wiiness  lo  that  ligjil : 
intimaling  as  if  thai  were  the  next  degree  of  dignity  to  it.  An 
our  Saviour,  speaking  of  the  proofs  oT  his  divine  misaion,  reck- 
ons up  the  witnesses  ol  such  dignity,  that  it  is  not  posaible  lor 
sacred  ambilinn  to  nvpire  to  higher  honor,  than  to  be  in  c<injimc. 
lion  with  them;  They  are  .lob n  the  Baptist,  his  miracles,  hii 
lather,  and  the  Scriptures,  John  5.  33.  36,  37.  39. 

Let  us  appeal  then  ftx>m  the  light  depraved   fancies  of  c 
men,  lo  the  wise  and  faithful  judgment  and  authority  of  Ihe 
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<in«l.  I  k-  (vill  M  (b«  lu(  dnj-,  in  the  prceonce  of  liU  Palhcr, 
ind  nil  llic  cntirt  i>ritoiiV(.>ii,  give  »n  iiicuinparublu  crunn  to  all 
"  at  havi-  "ili>!iiii»ftl  shiiitic"  fiir  his  sake.  IJtit  those  viU-  apirita 
hosccourj^c  of  ftlraw  is  ([milliMi  li)'  vain  ojitnion,  ami  ihc  rc- 
pruaclies  i}(  l<M>U,  iitid  tiave  dtscrted  the  Ciitico  of  Oiiitt  sliiill 
ihen  be  doihed  with  confusion  :  for  this  we  are  assured  by  our 
Judge,  that  whosoever  shaU  be  ashamed  of  me  and  my  words  in 
this  adulterous  and  sinful  generation,  of  him  also  shall  the  Son  of 
man  bo  ashamed  when  he  cometh  in  the  gtorj  of  his  Father,  with 
the  holjr  angch.  Mar.  8.  38.  If  Ihc  unnatural  brothers  were  as- 
lonithed  when  the  governor  of  K^}*pl  told  Iheni,  "  1  am  Joseph, 

Khnin  j-c  sold  ;"  how  much  more  will  false  christians,  when  the 
o«l  ofKlory  shall  tell  them,  I  am  Jesus,  whom  fur  base  shame 
ye  denied  ?  How  will  it  confound  those  abject  wretches  (o  be  • 
•^oetacle  of  abhorrence  and  scorn  before  that  universal  glorious 
lonflucnce  ?  Thej  would  rhoose  rather  to  be  covered  under  the 
ruins  of  the  world,  If  we  value  and  desire  the  apjirobation  of  the 
Kinpufangols,  if  wc  fotr  a  final  rejection  from  hini,  to  obtain  the 
>ne  and  avoid  the  olhor,  we  must  entirely  adhere  to  his  interesli 
irilhout  any  respect  to  the  eyes  and  eaieeta  o(  llie  perverse  do- 
■eivcd  world. 

(G.)  A  cordial  heneficent  lore  to  the  satpts,  is  a  rc<)U)sitc 
tauali  Heat  ion  of  our  acceptance  in  Ihc  Day  of  Judgment.  Then 
ihnll  the  king  say  to  Ihcm  on  his  right  hand,  come  ye  l>leiAed  of 
■my  I'atber,  inlivrit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  found- 
ation of  the  world.  For  I  wat  an  hungry,  and  ye  gave  mo  meat; 
was  thirsty,  and  ye  gave  me  drink  ;  I  was  a  stranger,  and  ye 
took  me  in ;  naked,  and  ye  clothed  me ;  I  was  sick,  and  ye  via- 
'iled  me  ;  I  was  in  prison,  and  ye  came  unio  me.  Mat.  25.  34.  35. 
S6.  The  union  and  endearments  betwixt  Christ  and  Ids  people, 
«re  mutual  and  r4.-l1cclivo;  as  Ihey  are  extremely  tender  of  his 
(^Ifliy,  for  he  i$  eoni-crned  in  all  that  is  done  to  them.  And 
though  the  peifeetion  of  love  consists  more  in  the  afTections  of 
the  licarl  than  in  outward  oRices,  yet  out  Saviour  most  congru- 
ously produces  in  judgment  the  conspicuous  effects  of  love  to 
them,  the  .supplying  their  wants,  allaying  their  sorrows,  owning 
ihcm  when  obscured  and  dcpifssedby  alBiclions,  and  injuriou&Iy 
tretlcd  by  others-  This  love  of  service  that  is  directed  and  ex- 
ercised towards  the  saints  for  the  image  of  God  shining  in  them, 
tiecause  ihcy  are  Ihc  children  of  God,  and  members  of  Christ,  utti 
therefore  extended  l»  all  in  whom  (he  reason  of  that  love  ap- 
|>eat8,  shall  be  gloriously  rewarded  ;  for  he  inierprets  what  is 
done  upon  his  account  to  those  who  are  hi9  own  by  so  many  dear 
titles,  nn  done  (o  hitnself.  And  what  is  more  becoming  his  ex- 
cellent goodness,  than  to  leward  the  works  of  meicy  wiin  saving 
mercy  -  Hut  those  who  when  Christ  presents  himself  to  them  in 
his  |)oor  distressed  members,  and  solicits  iheir  assistance,  to  pro- 
tect them  from  injuries,  to  rcfresli  their  sorrows,  to  support  Inem 
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in  their  exig;eiicies ;  those  that  linve  ability,  but  w»n(  alTrctioo  ui 
<lo  ihcm  pood,  iind  incoin]>as»iunnlcty  neglect  the  suffiering  HiDli, 
klinll  )>e  Mintcnccd  to  l>c  (ortneiited  witli  llic  apostate  niiftcl*  i 
erer.  What  indignity  is  Jl  to  the  Son  uf  God,  that  Ihowfor  who 
Ite  fhcd  his  tnoM  |>reri»u5  hlowl,  ^hnuld  he  in  less  value  and 
f;aixl  wilh  niiinv,  than  (he  dupt  and  Itoisea  maintained  for  tha 
pleasure  ?  And  if  those  on  the  Icfl  hand  shall  be  condemned  | 
eternal  fire  for  the  coldness  of  their  love  ;  how  tvrrible  will 
Judgment  be  of  those,  that  from  the  heat  of  their  enmity  ouir 
f;couidy  persecute  the  wrvants  of  Christ  for  hi*  sake,  in  tb4 
I>er»on9,  estates,  repulations,  that  iritli  a  worvclhanlKU-harousi 
hinnnnily  M^ck  their  ruin  ?  Is  there  any  sin  of  a  more  me 
^nili  ?  The  iiift^inal  furnace  is  seven-fold  heated  for  the  ptmil 
ing  such  wirkediifss. 

To  conclude  thia  argument :  let  us  observe  the  coiuntand 
our  Saviour,  to  "  ivstch  and  pray  always,  that  we  may  he  coui 
cd  worthy  to  stand  before  the  Son  of  man."  The»e  arc  dutii 
of  universal  influence  into  our  liven ;  (he  one  prevents  ca 
ucss,  the  other  vain  ronfidcnce  in  oiir»clveA  ;  aiid  the  considi 
till)  of  judgment  lo  come,  h  the  )trvatO!>t  motive  lo  lhcni,and{ 
fn-9t  principle  of  holiness.  This  should  work  mnre  powerful : 
U3,  con  side  rii^;;  the  day  of  death  is  eijuivaleni  lo  the  day  of  jttd| 
meal  to  every  person;  for  then  a  particular  sentence  (decisitt 
and  irrevocable)  passes,  thai  shall  be  pubtislied  at  (be  last  da] 
Mcihinks  the  terrors  of  (he  Lord  should  engage  our  souls 
HOSCS  ton  continual  preparation  for  his  coming.  It  is  rcp 
ed  so  as  to  affect  the  eye,  and  keep  it  vigilant :  Behold  (be  Loi 
comes  \^  ith  ten  thousand  of  his  sainlf,  to  execute  judgment  uf 
all,  Judi-  15.  Heboid  ho  i-onica  in  the  clouds,  and  every  eye 
see  him  ;  Rev.  1 .  9.  And  lo  call  (he  ear,  and  make  it  «tteo(iy| 
The  Lord  himself  sliall  descend  from  heaven  with  the  voice  i 
tbe  archangel,  and  with  the  trump  of  God,  1  Thcss.  4.  16.  Ho 
riicumspwt  should  wc  be  in  all  our  ways,  since  every  actio 
shall  hu  reviewed  by  our  Judge .'  St.  Peter  strongly  infers  froi 
ihedissntiilion  of  the  world,  as  a  most  cogent  argument,  that 
should  he  exactly  and  universally  holy :  Sc«ing  then  all  the 
things  shall  be  dissolved,  what  manner  of  persons  ought  we 
be  in  all  holy  conversation  and  godliness ?  I  Pet.  3.  II ,  I i.  Bi 
the  consideration  of  the  eternal  judgment  immediately  succeed- 
ing (he  dcsUucUon  of  the  norb) ;  O  how  powerful  tiliould  i(  ' 
upon  conscience  and  the  iLifections,  (o  regulate  thu  wlioU:  courfl 
of  our  livc.H  with  a  final  rc.'<]>cct  to  God's  ti  tbunal ! 

lu  shuti ;  that  which  we  read   of  the  success  of  (he  a|)ostle1{ 
preaching  to  the  .Uhenians  ujmn  tltc  pivscnt  subject,  the  imroof 
(aliiy  of  the  soul,  comprised  in  the  resurrection  of  the  body  an 
fulute  judgmcn(,  is  (be  suiie  in  all  times  and  places :  And  wbc| 
(bey   heard  of  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  fome  mocked  ;  » 
others  uid,  Wc  will  hear  thee  again  of  this  matter ;  nnd  ulhec 
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believed  ;  Acts  17.  32,  34.  There  ftre  three  differencei  of  the 
hearerB  of  this  doclriDe  of  bo  great  importance  :  some  deride  it 
as  ar  extraragant  fancy ;  some  believe  it,  and  yield  up  themselves 
entirely  in  obedience  to  it ;  others  do  not  absolutely  reject  it  as 
the  first,  nor  accept  it  as  the  second,  but  have  a  conjecture,  or 
slight  superficial  opinion  of  it,  or  a  speculative  assent  as  to  a  his- 
tory of  things  that  do  not  concern  them,  and  defer  the  serious 
consideration  and  applying  of  it  to  themselves.  And  of  this  third 
sort  ( 0  grief ! )  are  the  most  of  those  who  are  christians  in  name : 
they  delay  till  death  the  solemn  reflecting  upon  the  final  judg- 
ment, and  the  inevitable  consequence  of  it,  a  blessed  or  miserable 
estate  forever.  And  whereaBthe  Apostle,  who  had  inlalLible  as- 
surance of  God's  love,  did  with  a  holy  severity  and  self-denial 
abstain  from  all  carnal  complacencies  that  might  hazard  the  nev- 
er-fading crown :  I  keep  under  my  body,  and  bring  it  into  sub- 
jection. Test  by  any  means  when  1  have  preached  to  others,  1 
should  he  a  cast-away.  1  Cor.  19.  27.  *¥et  the  most  live  and 
die  in  a  secure  state,  without  preparation  to  appear  before  the 
presence  of  his  glory. 

*  VtB  miaerifl  nolna,  qui  de  el«ctione  nonra  nullam  adhuc  Dei  tocmu  coano- 
vinuu^  el  jam  in  otio  quas  de  securitate  totpemua.     Ortg,  Lib.  39,  MoraT 
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T^ou  wilt  Bkew  me  the  path  of  life :  im  thy  preaence  is  fuUtuu 
of  joy-,  at  thy  right  hand  there  are  pteaaurea/oreoer  more. 


The  Saviour  of  men  wu,  before  and  under  the  law,  by  varioiw  predietiona 
aii<l  types  described,  to  prepare  the  woild  for  his  reoeplioD  with  &itta  and 
nbudience.  Iti  thia  fwaun,  a  minure  ofbiMory  andprophecjr.  Ths  woida 
o^be  text  applied  by  the  Apostle  to  Chrin'i  remirection  and  ascenaon. 
am  S'o'T  ">  heaven.  The  divine  presence  is  the  BUpreme  and  eternal 
felicity  ta  the  nints  in  heaven.  The  ^lory  of  the  fdace  eonaidered.  The 
happinesi  of  heaven  illustnted  by  lenaible  rapreaentatiDiia. 

The  diriae  wiedom  and  goodness  was  pleased,  before  and  du- 
ring the  legal  dispensation,  b;  various  predictionk  and  t;pes,  to 
lelineate  the  person  of  our  Redeemer,  and  the  work  of  redemp- 
tion, to  prepare  the  minds  of  men  for  hia  reception  at  his  coming  i 
into  the  world.  All  the  erangelicil  prophecies  recorded  in  the 
}ld  testament,  as  dispersed  rays,  are  conspicuously  united  in 
fiim,  '*the  sun  of  righteousness  :"  and  as  in  a  curious  piece  of 
Mosaic  woik,  each  stone  (according  to  its  natural  rein  and  col- 
>r)  is  BO  exactly  disposed,  and  with  that  proportion  joined  to 
mother,  that  the  lively  figure  of  the  human  body  results  from 
the  composure ;  so  by  variety  of  types,  the  entire  image  of  our 
Saviour's  life  is  represented  from  his  first  appearing  on  earth,  to 
bis  ascending  to  heaven. 

Now  the  due  comparing  and  observing  the  harmonioas  agree- 
laent  between  the  pn^hecies  and  types  o(  the  old  testament 
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and  the  liislory  of  Ihc  new,  i»  •  pawt^rrul  irx^anti  (o  produre  ud 
eatRblifili  a  truly  lively  iailli  in  ific  lilcflsed  Jesus,  as  itie  promiMd 
MeBBiah :  fur  it  is  aii  infallible  utgument  of  the  Divine  Pran- 
il«n«fl,  in  (lifl))osin|;  times  and  things  so,  as  the  oracle  shmitd  bt 
verified  in  the  evei)t,  and  (he  misterious  figures  substantially  ei- 
liibitcii  in  (he  manifestation  of  the  Son  of  God.  It  is  (rue,  hi) 
miracles  uised  admiration,  and  ar^cd  the  concurrence  of  power 
truly  divine  :  for  (he  cxcreiNc  of  an  absolute  dominion  orer  tb* 
order  of  nature,  is  a  royalty  reserved  to  God ;  but  ibut  his  mirsca- 
lous  npvr.itions  were  foretold,  added  more  authority  to  his  per- 
•on,  and  efficacy  to  his  doctrine.  Therefore  our  Saviour  mn* 
self,  ill  answer  lo  Ihc  public  question  sent  from  John  the  B^Miil, 
whether  he  were  the  expected  Saviour  of  the  world,  eonnaniid 
the  roessen);ei-s  to  tell  him  what  ihcy  heard  aitd  saw;  Tte 
Mind  receive  their  sight,  and  the  lame  walk,  the  lepers  ttt 
clcanaed  thv  dcnf  hc«r,  and  (he  dead  arc  raised  up-,  Mai.  II. 
Which  healing  miracles  were  forf^iold  by  the  Prophet  Isatah,  Isi. 
3d.  as  Ihc  clear  and  disltnf;uishing  characters  of  the  MvMiah 
from  all  sedueeis,  when  he  should  come.  The  fulfilling  God*! 
word  by  the  works  of  Christ,  of  which  there  was  sensible  eii* 
dence  was  an  irrefutable  testimony  (hat  his  miracles  were  trw^ 
.ind  performed  for  the  confirmation  of  (he  (ruth. 

Nnwofjll  the  chosen  saints  that  foretold  the  cominicorChrlM, 
the  new  biv  of  Kmce,  and  the  new  kingdom  of  xtofj't  that  ho  »hofll 
reveal  and  establish  ;  of  all  that  represented  nim  in  various  _ 
liculars,  concerniu);  his  person  and  offices,  there  was  not  a  on 
iUuslrious  type  tbart  David,  that  by  *  pn^heiical  weeds,  mi 
prophetical  actions  did  so  clearly  describe  him. 

In  this  Ps.ilm,  composed  by  him,  there  is  a  mixture  of  hist 
and  piophecyi  some  things  in  Ihc  literal  and  immediate  se 
referring  lo  David  :  "  I  have  set  ihc   Lord  always  before 
because  he  is  al  my  right  hand,  I  shall  not  be  moved." 
being  at  God's  rij^h't  hand,  iniplic-1  the  higlicst  honor;  his  beii 
al  our  right  Itand,  implies  present  and  sure  protection  and 
fence :  and  of  this  David  had  the  infaUible  promise  of  God, 
secure  his  hope,  notwithsiandin^  all  his  unrighteous  and  im 
cable  enemies.     But  the  following  verges  are  applicable  lo 
vid,  but  in  a  lower  senK-,  and  by  a  remote  me(8phor,  and  ha' 
their  literal  aud  principal  accomplishment  in  our  Saviour :  *'lhou 
will  not  leave  my  wiul  in  hell;"  lliat  is,  in  the  slate  of  the  d 
"nor  suffer  thy  holy  one  to  see  corruption:*'  that  is,  the  bod 
our  Saviour  should  be  exempted  from  the  corrupting  power 
the  |£iave,  and  restoied  the  Ibiid  day  (o  life.     In   t!iis  propri' 
and  perfection  of  sense,  Ihe  prophecy  is  applied  by  St.  Peter 
our  Saviour's  alone:  for  David  died  and  saw  corruption,  Acls 
37.  S9.  and  his  body  still  remains  under  the  dominion  of  deaths 


*  lllonim  iioniinunt  nnn  Utniunt  lintnio,  mnI  H  vlu  pn^ttlra  HA.    Jt^. 


or  KKAVKX. 


id  this  lui  verse,  *'thau  wilt  shew  me.  (lie  path  nf  lifu;  in  thy 
prcaaoco  i«  fulnL-**  of  joy,  si  thy  nghi  hnnd  are  )t)«aNurv«  forur- 
er  mDro ;"  is  ai^licd  by  ihc  Afwsllo  to  Chml,  hti  resumclion, 
atoetuion  to  hctven,  "  ami  Htttni;  at  llie  n^lii  haDd  of  ihe  na- 
jeely  nu  bi|;li.  Tbou  uili  $Ju!M'  inc  iUc  path  of  life ;"  ifaal  is^ 
inlrotlucc  bidi  into  ihe  kingcltiin  of  ^lory,  ami  by  vipenmenlal 
fruition  make  bim  pai  laker  of  it  :  "  in  (by  pres«itcc  it  fulness  of 
>y,  at  thy  riijtit  hand  arc  pleasures  forever  more." 
•  lotbMe  words  the  caiisus  and  excellencies  of  the  heavenly 
* !  are  expressed.  The  causes,  arc  iho  furious  presence  of  tiod, 
Ihe  intimate  ap^dicetion  of  his  pre»cncc,  and  discovery  of 
peculiar  love  to  the  jtaiuls.  This  our  blesKed  Saviour  had 
spect  to,  as  (he  complete  reward  of  his  sufferings  :  "  Thou  sbalt 
nake  mo  full  of  joy  with  ihycounlenancc."  And  hi»  right  hand 
implies  hia  bounty  that  dispcDscs,  and  bis  power  that  secures  our 
happiness.  The  excellencies  of  it,  arCfulneeaof  joy,  and  pleai- 
_uroM  forever  more." 
■  D'rom  Ihe  Miord*  I  shall  observe  one  proposition. 

The  enjoyment  of  the  Divine  pretence  in  Heaven,  is  the  su< 
^eme  and  everlasting  felicity  of  the  satnls. 

E  In  discoursing  of  this  point  I  will  consider, 
1^  I.  The  pUce  wherein  the  Divine  presence  is  (Seriously  reveal- 
ed.    2.  Shew  ihnt  the  enjoyment  of  the  Divine  preaonce  is  the 
supreme  felicity  of  the  saints.     3.  Prove  that  the  felicity  shall 

revarls»1in^. 
[1.]  The  place  wherein  Ihe  Divine  presence  is  revealed.  It 
is  consistent  with  the  divine  immensely,  (o  be  differenlly  present 
in  some  places.  The  essenlial  presence  of  God  is  the  same 
every  where ;  the  influxive  declarative  presence  of  God  is  spe- 
cial, and  nihcrwiMc  in  one  place  than  iinothor.  He  Ib  more  ex- 
cellently present  in  Ibc  living  (cmplcs,  his  saints  on  earth,  by 
tile  gracious  and  eminent  operations  of  his  spirit,  than  he  is  in 
Ibe  rest  of  the  world  :  he  is  most  excellently  present  in  heaven, 
hj  the  clearest  manifestation  and  the  express  characters  and  ef- 
fects of  the  divine  perfections. 

This  inferior  world  is  framed  with  exquisite  order ;  "the  earth 
B  full  ofthc  glory  ofihe  Lord  :"  yet  it  is  but  ihe  sediment  of  th* 
eteation,  the  hidiitntion  of  birds  and  beasts,  nay  of  rebellious  sin- 
ners: and  by  this  we  may  raise  our  thoughts  to  conceive  some- 
thing of  (he  glorious  sani-tuary  of  life,  and  blessedness  above. 
It  »  called  "  the  heaven  of  heaTcns,"  which  is  the  highest 
coiDparison,  to  instruct  and  astonish  us  with  the  amplitude  and 
g^ory  of  the  place.  It  is  a  place  becoming  the  majesty  of  God, 
Ihe  iroage  of  his  immensity.  Our  Saviour  assures  us,  "  In  hia 
Father's  liouse  arc  many  mansions,"  to  receive  the  innumerable 
company  of  glorified  »aints.     It  is  called  the  excellent  glory,  S 
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TItR  shinin|i;  lirmamenl,  with  nil  Ihe  luiuinaries  ttmt  sdorn  it, 
OTf.  but  the  <roniiB)>i«c«  lo  (he  highest  hcav«.-i).     All  llie  lu»lrt 
or  diamonds,  the  lire  o(  rirbuncles  and  riil>ieti,  llir  lirif 
pearis,  are  dead  in  conparison  of  ilti  ^^orj.     '*  Jl  is  tl 
of  the  God  of  f^lorjr,"  witeivin  his  majesty  i*  rtv«ilcd 
moM  illuslriou*  manner.      For  {ileaaantneits  it  is  railed  Par 
in  iilluflion  to  the  dp|i||>hlful  garden  platiteil  liy  the  hauds  of 
hitnii^li' lor  Adam,   his   favorite,    vvliiUt  imioi^ent.      'I'here  ia  : 
tree  of  life.     There  are  rirors  of  pleasure  spi-inpng  from 
divine  picsence.     Il  is  called  "  the  inherilance  of  the  MinUj 
light ;"  (o  titcnify  lh«  glory  and  joy  of  (he  place  :  for  liglit . 
Mplcndor,  and  coiK-iliaies  cheerfolncw,  and  is  a  fit  ciublcaii 
both.     As  on  the  contrary,  hell  is  descihed  hy    "  the  hlaekiii 
of  darkness  forever,"  to  sif;nify  the  sadness  and  despair  of 
damned  ;    and   because   in   that   centre  of   misery,   a   peipeli 
ni|;ht  and  invincible  darkness  increases  the  horror  of  lost 

lleavcn  for  stability   U  culled  "ucity  that  hM  foundatio 
whose  builder  and  maker  is  God.**     The  present  world  is  I 
a  tent  or  tnhernacle  set  up  for  a  time,  whilst  the  church  i»  i 
iiig  through  the  wilderness:  but  heaven  ia  Ihe  "  city  of  the 
ing  Uod,"  the   place  of  his  happy  residence,  Ihe  scat  of 
clcmnl  empire.     The  visible  world,  with  all  its  perishing  i<r 
shall  .ihortlr  fall,  ihjfj    beautiful    scene   shall    be    abolished 
the  iwprenie  heaven  is  above  (his  sphere  of  mutability,  uhcr 
alt  bodies  compounded  of  the  jarring  elomenta  are  rontinui 
changing  and  dissolving  :  it  is  trtily  called  *'  a  kingdom  that 
not  be  shaken."     Brielly,  the  wise  maker  has  framed  it  vorr 
pondenlly  to  Iho  end  for  which  it  was  designed  ;  it  is  the 
of  his  majesty,  his  sficred  temple  wbei'ein  he  dilTuscs  the  riche 
beams  of  his  goodness  and  glory,  and   his  choscn  servants  see 
and  praise  his  adorable  excellencies  forever. 

[2.]  I  will  endeavour  to  shew,  that  the  enjoyment  of  the 
vine  presence  in  heaven,  is  the  su|>rcme  felieity  of  (he  saints. 

To  moke  this  supernatural  blessedness  more  easy  and   intcl 
eible  to  Us,  the  scripture  desciibcs  it  by  sensible  reprrsentalioti 
Por  while  the  soul  is  elolheO  with  llesh,  fancy  has  such  a 
minion,  that  we  conceive  of  nothing  but  by  comparisons  and 
ages  taken  from  niaterinl  things.     It  is  therefore  set  forth  bj 
marriage  feast.  Rev.    17.  7.  (o  signify  the  joy  and  ^ory  of  I 
saints  above.     Hut  to  prevent  all  gross  conceits,    wc   are  il 
stntcted,  that  the  bodies  of  ihe  saints  shall  be  spiritual,  not  ca- 
pable of  hunger  or  thirst,  or  eonsc<]Ucntly  of  any  refreshment  tl 
IS  c»iscil  by  the  salisiaciion  of  (hose  appetites.     The  nbjeclal 
the  most  noble  senses,  aeeing  and  hearing,  tbc  pleasure  of  wt; 
is  mixed  with  reason,  and  not  common  (o  the  bnitoa,  are  ma 
frequently  made  use  of  to  reconcile  the  blessed  and  heavci 
slate  to  tne  proportion  of  our  minds.     Thus  sometimes  the  sail 
above  are   represented  on  thrones,  and  with  crowns  on  th< 
heads:  sometimes  clothed  in  white  with  palms  in  their  hand}~ 
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somatinws  singing  songs  of  trinmfA  to  him  that  sita  od  the  throne. 
But  the  real  feUcitj'  of  the  saints  infinitely  exceeds  all  those  faint 
metaphors.  The  Apostle,  to  ifhom  the  admirable  revslation  was 
exhibited  of  the  sufferings  of  Ibe  church,  and  the  victorious  issue 
out  of  them  in  the  succesBive  ages  of  the  world,  tells  us,  "  it 
does  not  appear  what  the  saints  shall  be  in  heaTen.  Tbe  things 
that  God  has  prepared  for  those  that  love  him,"  are  far  more 
jibore  the  highest  ascent  of  our  thoughts,  than  the  marriage  feast 
of  a  king  exceeds  in  splendor  and  magnificence,  the  imagination 
of  one  that  has  always  lived  in  an  obscure  village,  that  never  saw 
any  ornaments  of  state,  nor  tasted  wine  in  his  life.  We  can  think 
of  those  things  but  according  to  the  poverty  of  our  understand- 
ing. But  »o  much  we  know  as  ia  able  to  sweeten  all  the  bit- 
terness, and  render  insipid  all  the  sweetness  of  this  worh). 


CHAPTER  II. 

WhaUver  ia  requisiic  to  our  complete  biewedneis,  is  eqjoyed  in  heaven. 
There  is  an  esanipciaa  Sbm  all  evili.  Sin  ami  all  the  peo^  conaequencea, 
are  aboliihed  ia  heaven.  The  coDcuirence  of  all  poailive  excelleaciea  ia 
enjoyed  diere.  Tbe  body  ia  revived  to  a  riorioua  life.  The  soul  lirea  iii 
mmmunion  with  God.  The  excellence  ofthe  object,  and  vigor  of  Ibe  act- 
ings upon  it,  tbe  principal  inpwlieala  of  tiappineaa. 

This  will  appear  by  considering,  that  whatever  is  requisite  to 
constitute  the  complete  blessedness  of  man,  is  fully  enjoyed  in 
the  divine  presence. 

(1.)  An  exemption  from  all  evils  is  the  first  condition  of  per- 
fect blessedness.     The  sentence  of  (be  wise  Solon  is  true, 


Dicique  beatua 


Ante  obinun  nemo  aupramaque  flmera  debet 

No  man  can  be  called  happy  whilst  in  this  valley  of  tears. 
There  are  so  many  natural  calamities,  so  many  casual,  which  no 
human  mind  can  foresee  or  prevent,  that  one  may  be  less  miser- 
able than  another,  but  none  perfectly  happy  here.  But  upon 
the  entrance  into  heaven,  all  those  eviU,  that  by  their  number, 
variety  or  weight,  disquiet  and  oppress  us  here,  are  at  an  end. 

Sin,  of  all  evils  the  worst  and  most  hateful,  shall  be  abolished 
•nd  all  temptationsJbat  surround  us  and  endanger  our  iuooeence, 
shall  cease.  '  Here  the  best  men  lament  the  weakness  af  the 
flesh,  and  sometimes  the  violent  assaults  of  spiritual  enemies. 
St.  Paul  himself  breaks  forth  into  a  mournful  complaint,  "  O 
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w^e(eh<^(l  man  (hnl  I  nin,  who  ahM  deliver  me  from  this  bod; 
of  (IcAth  I"  AimI  wlieii  liaras&ed  by  the  buffets  ot  Satan,  reoewi 
bia  most  evoesl  addresses  to  God  to  be  fioed  frum  (bem.  Her* 
our  puritjr  is  nvt  absolulc,  vre  must  be  always  clcansinif  oursdrat 
from  the  relics  ot  ihal  deep  dcAlemont  (hat  cleaves  to  our  na- 
ture. Here  our  peace  is  preserved  witli  llie  svrurd  in  our  lianif, 
hj  a  continual  warfare  ni^iiiri!*!  Satan  and  the  world.  But 
heaven  no  if^miranee  lUrkeuM  the  mind,  no  passions  rebel 
the  sanctified  will,  no  inherent  pnllulion  remains.  "  The 
is  without  spot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing :"  and  all  ten  __ 
tiom  shall  then  cease.  The  tempter  was  cast  out  of  heaven,! 
none  of  his  poisoned  arrows  can  reach  lhal  purified  comp 
Glorious  libert)' !  here  ardently  desired,  but  fully  enjoyed  bylfi 
taints  above.  And  a|  sin,  no  all  the  penal  consequences  of  I 
are  (juile  taken  away.  The  present  lite  is  a  eontinual  discs 
and  sometimes  attended  with  that  sharp  sense,  ihnt  death  is  ds 
sired  as  a  remedy,  and  accepted  as  a  benefit.  And  though  tb 
uints  have  rcrivinf;  cordials,  yet  their  joys  arc  mixed  with 
rows,  nay,  caused  by  Aorrow.<<.  The  tears  of  repentance 
their  sweetest  refreshment.  Here  the  living  stones  are  cut  an 
wounded,  and  make  lil  by  sufferings  for  a  lemple  unto  God  il' 
the  New  Jerusalem.  But  as  in  building  of  Solomon's  tempb 
the  noise  of  a  bammor  was  not  heard,  fur  all  (he  parts  wcv 
framed  before  with  that  exact  deflicn  and  corresportdence,  tfa 
ihey  firmly  combined  together;  they  were  hewn  in  another 
place,  and  nothing  remained  but  the  putting  Ihem  one  upon  an- 
other, and  then  as  sacred  (bey  became  inviolable :  so  God  tbe 
wite  architect,  having  prc[>arcd  the  ontniB  here  by  many  cultiag 
afflictions,  piaee<i  them  in  the  i^iernnl  building,  where  no  voice  of 
sorrow  i»  beard.  0(  the  innumerable  assembly  above,  ia  there 
any  eye  that  weeps,  any  breast  that  sighs,  any  tongue  lhal  eon- 
plains,  or  any  appearance  of  grief  ?  The  heavenly  state  is  called 
life,  as  only  worthy  of  (hat  title.  There  is  no  infirmity  of  hody, 
no  poverty,  no  disgrace,  no  ireaehery  of  friends,  no  )>cr«eculioQ 
of  enemies.  "  There  is  no  more  death,  nor  sorrow ;  nor  ahall 
there  be  any  more  pain ;  for  former  things  aie  past  away. 
God  will  wipe  awny  all  tears  from  the  eyes  of  hts  people." 
There  salvation  is  complete  in  all  degrees  :  pure  joy  is  the  prir^^ 
ilege  of  heaven,  unmixed  sorrows  Ihe  punishment  of  hell.         j^^ 

( 2. )  A  coDcurrenee  of  all  positive  excellencies  is  requisite  f^^ 
blMsedoeu.    And  these  are  to  be  considered  with  respect  to  tbe 
entire  man. 

I.  The  body  chall  be  awaked  out  of  its  dead  sleep,  and  quick- 
ened into  a  glorious  immortal  life.  The  soul  and  body  are  llw 
«SMntial  parts  of  man ;  and  though  the  invquality  be  great  in 
their  holy  operations,  yel  tlieir  eononurse  is  necessary.  Good 
actions  are  designed  by  the  counsel  and  rCMlulion  of  lh«  apirii, 
hut  pcrformod  by  (he  ministry  of  the  flesh.     Kvery  groc*  •!• 
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prueea  iuelf  in  visible  aotiou  by  the  body.  In  tlie  aorrowB  of 
rapeaUncs  it  supplies  teasa ;  in  religions  fasts,  its  appetites  are 
nstrained ;  in  tbanksgivings  the  tongae  breaks  forth  into  the 
joyful  praises  of  God.  All  our  victotiea  over  sensible  pleasure 
and  pain  are  obtained  by  the  soul  in  eonjunction  with  (he  body. 
Now  it  is  most  beeoming  the  divine  goodness,  not  to  deal  so  dif- 
ferently, that  the  soul  should  be  ereiiastingly  bappy,  and  the 
body  lost  in  forgetfnloeas  ;  the  one  gloriGed  in  heaven,  the  other 
remaitt  in  the  dust.  From  their  first  setting  out  in  the  woild  to 
the  grave,  they  ran  the  same  race,  and  shall  enjoy  the  same  re- 
ward. Here  the  body  is  the  consort  of  the  soul  in  obedience 
and  safieringa,  hereafter  in  fruition.  When  the  crown  of  purity, 
or  palm  of  martyrdom  shall  be  given  by  the  peat  judge  in  the 
view  of  all,  they  shall  both  partake  in  the  honor.  The  Apostle 
assures  as,  the  bodies  of  the  saints  shall  be  revived  and  refined 
to  a  apiritoal  and  glorious  perfection.  "  Flesh  and  blood,"  the 
body  with  its  terrene  qualities,  is  mutable  and  mortal,  and  "  can- 
not inherit  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ;"  Jt  cannot  breathe  in  so 
pure  an  air.  God  tells  Moses,  *'  No  man  can  see  my  face  and 
live  :'*  the  aight  of  the  divine  glory  is  not  consistent  with  such 
tempered  frail  tabernacles  of  ^sh.  Nay,  the  body  must  be 
freed  from  the  infirmities  that  were  inseparable  from  Adam  in 
Paradise :  for  "  he  was  made  a  living  soul,"  i.  e.  the  soul  united 
to  the  body  was  the  fountain  of  the  natural  sensitive  life,  which 
was  in  a  perpetual  flux,  the  vital  heat  wasting  the  radical  mois- 
ture, from  whence  there  was  a  necessity  of  food  and  sleep  to  re- 
pair the  substance  and  spirits,  and  preserve  his  life  in  vignr : 
but  in  the  divine  world,  the  body  shall  be  spiritual  in  its  quali- 
ties and  the  principle  of  its  life ;  it  shall  be  supported  by  the 
supernatural  power  ot  the  spirit,  without  the  supplies  of  out- 
ward nourishment,  and  exempted  from  all  the  low  operations  of 
nature :  therefore  our  Saviour  tells  us,  "  the  children  of  the  re- 
surrection shall  be  equal  ta  the  angels,"  prepared  for  the  em* 
ployment  and  enjoyments  of  those  ble»cd  spirits. 

And  a  substantial  unfading  glory  will  shine  in  them  infinitely 
above  the  perishing  pride  of  this  world,  "  and  the  glory  of  the 
flesh,"  that  is  but  an  appearance,  tike  the  false  colors  painted  on 
the  feathers  of  a  dove,  by  the  reflection  of  the  light,  which  pre- 
sently vanishes,  when  the  posture  is  changed,  or  the  light  with- 
drawn. Of  this  we  have  a  sure  pledge  in  the  glorified  body  of 
Christ,  who  is  the  "  first  fruits  of  them  (hat  sleep :  he  shall 
change  our  vile  bodies,  that  they  may  be  fashioned  like  to  his 
glorious  body,  according  to  the  working  of  his  power,  whereby 
he  is  able  to  subdue  all  things  to  himself."  What  can  be  more 
glorious,  than  to  be  conformed  to  the  humanity  of  the  Son  of 
God  ?  This  conformity  shall  be  the  work  of  his  own  hands :  and 
when  omnipotence  interposes,  nothing  is  difficult.  The  raising 
the  body  to  an  immortal  state  of  glory,  is  as  easy  to  the  divine 
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power,  u  ibe  forming  it  first  in  tbe  wotnb.  A*  the  mm  liAart 
no  mora  in  the  minee,  ia  the  fomiDg  goU  and  direr,  ud  the 
most  predom  wid  durcbie  metals,  tUo  in  the  pradnetion  of  ■ 
■hort-liTed  (lower. 

S.  The  mpreme  tniqiinen  of  man  Ib  lb  the  sodI'a  eommnniai  / 
with  God.  This  will  appear  by  considering  the  prineipal  iqps- 
dfents  of  happiness :  ihe}'  are  the  excellence  of  the  object,  nd 
rigor  of  the  actings  apou  it  The  life  and  blessedness  of  Qti 
is  to  know  and  lore  himself  accordinE  to  his  infinite  perfeetJoH. 
And  it  is  the  highest  hq>pfhesa  of  tne  reasonable  ere^nre,  le 
know  and  lore  (£>d  :  for  be  is  a  qtiritual,  infinite,  unehniigeifak 
good,  and  can  fblly  commanieate  all  that  is  regniaite  to  entin 
blessedness,  aapply  all  the  wants,  and  satisfy  sU  the  wiAescf 
die  immortal  swl.  The  nodentanding  and  will  are  oar  neit 
eomprehentire  faeolties,  the  principles  onr-inast  erainent  opera- 
tions. To  know  and  to  lore,  an  essential  to  the  reasoDaUt 
sonl ;  and  in  directing  those  acts  upon  God,  the  rectitnde,  tH 
perfection  and  felicity  of  man  consists.  As  the  intdleelmt 
creature  by  setting  its  mind  and  heart  npon  earthly  things,  isdb-' 
graded  into  a  lower  order,  the  thoughts  and  desires  that  ate  afSh 
itnal  with  re^ct  to  the  principle  from  whence  they  proese^ 
ara  sensual  and  perishing  with  resneet  to  their  objects :  so  whes 
our  noUe  bcnlties  are  exercised  in  their  most  lively  and  rigor- 
ous pereeptionB  npon  the  supreme  good,  man  ia  advanced  to  at 
equality  of  joy  and  perfection  with  (he  aneels.  Now  in  hei- 
ren,  God  fay  hia  roost  evident  and  essential  presence,  excites 
and  draws  forth  all  the  active  powers  of  the  soul  in  their  hi^ert 
degrees ;  and,  such  is  the  immensity  of  his  perfections,  fills  their 
utmost  capacity,  from  whence  a  divine  pleasure,  a  perpetual  sat- 
isfaction springs,  a  joy  that  is  as  unspeakable  as  it  is  eternal. 
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CHAPTER  IIT. 

Ilie  DiuJerataiiditig  Bb«U  be  clcHrly  enlightened  with  the  knowledj^  of 
God.     Here  the  revelation  of  God  in  his  woHeb  and  word    in  according  to 

'  our  eapaeitiea.  Id  faeaven  it  is  moat  gloriona,  and  our  fitcuhiefl  are  raised 
•ltd  refined  to  receive  it    Tke  natDK  of  God,  bia  decrees  and  couiwela, 

■  bia  provideDtial  diapenaationa  are  raveakd  to  the  blewed. 

To  unfold  this  more  prticuUrly. 

[1.]  The  underslaadiDg  shall  clearly  see  the  most  excellent 
objects.  Now  we  know  but  in  part,  1  Cor.  13.  The  naked 
beauty  of  divine  things  is  veiled,  and  of  impossible  discovery: 
and  by  naluial  or  accidental  weakness  the  mind  is  not  proportion- 
able to  sustain  that  dazzling  brightness :  "  but  when  that  which 
is  perfect  is  come,  then  that  which  is  in  part  shall  be  done  away." 
In  that  enlightened  state,  the  manifestations  of  the  objects  shall 
abundantly  exceed  the  clearest  revealing  of  them  here.  And  the 
uoderstanding  shall  be  prepared  in  propoition  to  take  a  full  view 
of  tbem.  Therefore  the  Apostle  compares  the  several  periods  of 
the  church  in  respect  to  the  degrees  of  knowledge,  to  uie  sever- 
al ages  of  human  life.  "  When  I  was  a  child,  1  spake  as  a  child,  I 
undeistood  as  a  child,  I  thought  as  a  child  :  but  when  I  became  a 
man,  I  put  away  childish  tbiugs."  In  children  the  organs,  either 
from  the  excess  of  moisture,  or  their  smallness,  are  indisposed 
for  the  vigorous  exercise  of  the  mind  :  some  strictures  of  reason 
appear,  a  presaging  sign  what  will  he,  but  mixed  with  much  ob- 
scurity. But  when  the  organs  are  come  to  that  just  proporticn 
and  temperament,  the  soul  displays  its  strength  and  activity. 

To  explicate  this,  it  is  requisite  to  consider  the  expressions  in 
scripture,  that  signify  the  eminent  degrees  of  knowledge  in  the 
blessed.  Our  Saviour  assures  us,  that  "  the  pure  in  heart  shall 
see  God."  Sight  is  the  most  noble,  extensive,  and  affective  sense, 
and  therefore  lit  to  notify  the  clear,  sweet  and  satisfying  intui- 
tion of  God  in  heaven.  It  is  true,  the  Deity  is  spiritual,  and  in- 
visible to  the  eye  of  the  body,  infinite  and  incomprehensible  to 
the  eye  of  the  soul ;  but  the  glorified  saints  so  clearly  understand 
the  divine  perfections,  that  our  piesent  knowledge  of  God,  com- 
pared to  that  vision,  is  but  as  (he  seeing  of  a  durk  shadow  in  a 
ieUsb,  (o  the  immediate  view  of  the  living  substance  and  person. 
The  discovery  of  the  Deity  to  us  in  the  present  state,  is  by  his 
works  and  word :  and  both  are  imperfect,  and  far  inferior  to  the 
DiaoifestalioD  in  heaven.     The  absolute  fulness  of  perfection  that 
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is  inseparable  from  the  GodbeatI,  is  immitable  by  anj  creature; 
for  tbe  perfection  of  any  creature  is  lipited  id  its  kind  as  well  u 
degrees.  Therefore  God  was  pleased  by  variety  of  effect!  and 
resemblances,  to  express  aod  represent  his  attributes,  that  our 
minds  might  ascend  by  those  steps  to  contemplate  those  perfec- 
tions that  are  in  him  eminently  and  beyond  all  comparison.  The 
light  of  heaven  in  all  its  purity  and  lustre,  is  but  a  shadow  of  hii 
unapproachable  brightness :  all  the  excellencies  of  visible  iLiocs, 
are  but  a  weak  representation  of  the  glory  of  bis  attributes,  lue 
the  describing  with  a  coal  the  beautiful  colors  of  the  suiraiu: 
and  compared  with  the  immensity  of  his  perfections,  are  like  toe 
describing  in  a  sheet  of  paper  tbe  vast  celestial  spheres. 

Id  his  word  there  is  a  more  clear  and  full  discovery  of  his  nt- 
ture  and  will,  but  according  to  our  capacity  of  receiving.    Tlw 
divine  attributes  in   scripture  are   masked   and  shadowed  under 
sensible  comparisons:  for  no   light  sbines  into   our  mlsda  here, 
but  through  (he  windows  of  sense.     The  intelleetual  power*  de- 
pend, as  to  tbe  first  notices  of  things,  on  the  lower  faculties  and 
senses:  therefore  as  Elisha  in  reviving   tbe   Shunamite's  child, 
contracted   himself  to  the  proportion  of  the  child,  and  "put  hii 
mouth  upon  his  mouth,  and  his  eyes  upon  his  eyes,and  his  hands 
upon  bis  hands ;"  so  God  is  pleased  to  condescend  to  our  capaci- 
ty, and  to  adapt  the  expressions  of  his  majesty  to  the  narrowneM 
of  out  imaginations.     But  in  heaven  the  revelation  of  tbe  Deity 
is  much  more  glorious  :  and  the  mind  is  clarified  from  those  ter* 
rene  images  that  flow  through  the  gross  channels  of  the   senses. 
In  this  present  slate,  our   purest  conceptions  of  God  are  mixed 
with  dross,  and  very  imperfect ;  but  there  the  gold  shall  be  sep- 
arated   from    the  dross,  and  our  conceptions  be  more  proper  and 
becoming  the  simplicity  and  purity  of  God.     Here  the  objects  of 
glory  aie  humbled  to  the  perception  of  sense  :  hereafter,  the  sen- 
sible faculties  shall  be  raised  and  refined,  and  made  the  subjects 
ofgtory.     Now  when  divine  light  .shines  with  direct  beams,  and 
the  thick  curtain  of  flesh  is  spiritualized  and  transparent,  the  soul 
enjoys  the  clearest  vision  of  God.     The  light  of  nature  was  so 
defective  as  to  Ihe  discovery  of  God's  compassionate  counsels  to 
save  the  tost  world,  and  the  minds  of  men  were  so  darkened  from 
the   fumes  of  their  lust,  that  their  light  was  but  the  hemisphere 
of  the  night,  in  comparison  of  the  revelation  of  the  gospel  i  is 
.St.  Peltr  expreases  the  happy  privilege  of  Christians,  and  their 
consequent  duty,  "  that  they  should  shew  forth  the  praises  of  him 
who  has  called  them   out  of  darkness  into  his  marvellous  light." 
^nd  the  glorious  gospel,  compared   to  the  revelation  of   God  in 
heaven,  is  but  as  the  twilight  of  the  morning,  wherein  the  light 
of  the  day  i?  chequered  with  the  shadows  of  the  night,  to  the  sun 
in  its  full  lustre.     In  heaven  we  shall   "  see  God  face  to  face;" 
which  signifies  the  clearest  manifestation  of  his  glory,  and  of  bis 
favor  to  the  blessed :  for  tbe  face  is  the  throne  of  majesty  and 
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beau!/,  and  tlie  cryxlal  wherein  the  affeciions  are  conspicnous. 
Aceordinplr,  when  Moses  prayG*!,  "  I  hoscech  thee  shew  me  thy 
glory;'*  God  answered  him,  rt  wn^  imiwssihlc,  "  for  no  man 
coald  »ec  hts  face  and  Yirc"  And  the  form  of  clivini;  blessing  to 
the  peojile  of  Israel  wm,  "  The  I^rd  nmk*^  hi.i  face  to  shine  up- 
on itiee,  and  l>e  gracious  to  thee."  Whether  the  iinmeitiate  e»- 
senee  of  God  can  be  seen  hy  the  intelteclual  creature,  ia  a  ques- 
tion; but  we  are  sure  in  the  heaven  of  presence,  God  exhihits 
himself  to  the  blessed  in  a  most  glorious  mnnncr:  forsecordine 
to  the  de(ET*^i'S  of  fxcellcncy  in  the  work,  are  the  impri-ssions  ana 
diMoveriefi  of  ihe  Ciiuse.  Now  all  jcroM  mnterinl  thin^  in  the 
low  order  of  nature,  are  hut  weak  lesultances  from  his  p<?rfec- 
lions,  in  comparison  of  iheir  glorious  effects  in  the  divine  world. 
The  glories  of  the  place,  and  of  Ihe  inhabitants  the  nngels  and 
mints,  are  the  most  noble  effects  and  expressions  of  the  divine  at- 
tributes. Rut  in  a  (ranMcndant  manner  God  exhibits  himself  in 
the  glorified  Mediator.  He  is  styled  "the  brightness  of  his  Fa- 
ther's glory,  ami  the  express  image  of  his  person;"  to  signify 
that  God,  in  the  person  of  the  Incarnate  Mediator,  is  so  fully  rep- 
rescn(c<i  to  us,  that  in  him  we  have  a  view  of  God's  unebaDgable 
perlcetions.  This  appears  hy  the  following  words,  "that  having 
purged  us  from  our  sins,  he  sat  down  on  the  mnjcsty  on  high  : 
ibr  they  res]>ect  the  Son  of  God  as  united  to  the  human  nature, 
in  which  he  performed  the  office  of  the  prieBlhood,  and  took  pos- 
session of  his  kingdom.  During  his  humble  Stale,  though  dark- 
ened with  mnny  aHlicting  circumstances,  the  divine  virtues,  wis* 
dom,  goodness,  holiness,  power,  were  so  visible  in  his  life,  reTe- 
lations,  and  miraculous  works,  that  when  Philip  with  thai  arden- 
cy of  aiCTeclion  desired  the  sight  of  his  Father,  the  only  consum- 
mate blessedness,  "  Snew  us  the  Father,  and  it  suffices ;"  he  told 
him,  he  "  that  hath  seen  me,  hath  seen  the  Father."  But  how 
hrielilly  do  they  appcnr  in  his  exaltation  ?  *'  Wc  shall  see  him 
as  lie  is,"  in  Ihe  majrMy  and  glory  of  the  Son  of  God,  The 
Apostle  says,  "  We  shall  know  as  we  are  known  :"  this  we  are 
not  to  understand  according  to  the  exactness  of  the  expression  ; 
for  the  sun  may  be  as  well  included  in  a  spark  of  fire,  as  God 
may  he  comprehended  by  our  finite  facullies.  Beyond  Ihe  full- 
est discoveries  we  can  receive  of  the  Deity,  there  remains  an  eft- 
lire  infinity  of  porfeetlons,  not  to  be  known  by  Ihe  most  intelli- 
gent spirits  :  hut  a*  we  are  karnvn,  is  a  note  of  similitude,  not  of 
equality.  The  light  of  a  candle  as  truly  shines  as  the  light  of  the 
sun,  but  not  with  that  extent  and  splendor.  We  shall  have  such 
a  peKect  knowledge  of  God,  as  our  minds  can  receive,  and  out 
hearts  desire. 

We  shall  then  see  what  wc  now  believe  concerning  the  glori- 
ous nature  «f  God,  his  decrees  and  counsels,  his  providence  and 
dispensations.  The  subltmcst  doctrine  of  the  christian  religion, 
above  Ihe  disquistlion  uod  tench  of  reason,  is  that  of  Ihe  sacred 
"  roi„  t.  67 
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Trinity,  upon  whicb  the  whol«  econotn)'  of  llif  gospel  ilepMiik 
Id  assenting  to  this,  faith  bowi  thv  licid  an<)  adores.  But  wdi 
is  llie  pride  of  the  umal  mind,  that  it  disduiit*  to  stoop  to  dinne 
revcUtion :  and  the  seeming  wise  philosophert  despUcd  llii 
primitive  chrisiians  as  captives  of  a  blind  belief.  But  thii  Inl 
reproach  was  as  unjust  as  iMny  others  »herewilh  thej'  designed 
to  disgrace  Christianity  ;  for  the  humility  of  faith  does  not  exti*- 
guish  or  darken  the  h«ht  of  reason,  but  revives  and  increases  fl. 
What  is  more  suitable  to  uncornipt  reason,  than  to  believe  lilt 
revelation  God  afiurds  of  his  own  nature,  who  cannot  deceive  tii' 
In  the  state  above,  where  reason  is  rectified  and  enlar^d,  we 
shall  understand  that  from  eternity  God  was  sole  existing,  but 
not  solilarr ;  that  the  Godhead  is  not  confused  in  unity,  nordiri- 
ded  in  number ;  that  ihf  re  is  a  priority  of  order,  yet  no  superi- 
ority among  the  sacred  pet?on;t,  but  they  are  all  equally  poesrwtd 
of  the  same  divine  excellencies,  and  the  nine  divine  empire,  anil 
are  the  object  of  the  Nme  adoration.  Our  Saviour  tells  hia  dis- 
ciples, "  In  that  day  ye  ahall  knoiv  that  1  am  in  the  Father,"  that 
is,  by  unity  of  essence,  and  as  naturally  and  necessarily  God 
the  Father.  This  promise  immediately  refers  to  the  time  ofpoi 
ing  forth  Ihe  Holy  Ghost  upon  them  after  the  resurrection  oft 
Saviour,  hut  shall  be  fully  occomplislied  in  heaven. 

All  thingH  of  a  sii|>crnalural  order  shall  t>e  revcAled.  Tbc 
"great  mystery  of  godliness,  God  manifest  in  the  flesh,"  the 
union  of  the  high  perfections  of  Ihe  divine  nature  with  the  inno- 
cent imperfections  of  the  human  nature,  the  contrivance  of  oar 
redemption,  wherein  there  is  an  harmonious  concurrence  and 
concord  of  ihc  principle  attributes  of  the  Dcily  thai  seemed  ir 
conciUhle  ;  that  product  of  the  divine  wisdom  that  is  so  ador 
by  tbc  angela,  that  astonishes  and  saves  us,  shall  be  unfoMl 
The  divine  counseU  in  governing  the  world,  Ihe  designs, 
ways,  the  orders  and  operations  of  God's  providence  sliall  be  cc 
spicuous.  In  some  dispensations  of  God,  we  discern  the  eye  I. 
the  lop  of  his  seeptre  :  Ihe  wisdom,  Ihc  rectitude,  the  equity  i 
hia  providence,  is  so  visible  in  the  defence  of  the  innocent, . 
hit  justice  and  power  in  the  punishment  of  ihe  guilty,  that  it  i 
convince  the  atheists  who  deny  a  providence,  and  cause  all 
cere  believers  to  admire  and  reverence  it.  But  there  are  olli 
dispensations,  the  immediate  reasons  of  which  are  so  conceal^ 
in  Ihe  bosom  of  God,  that  only  the  Lamb,  with  whose  blood 
elect  to  glory  ore  written  in  the  book  of  life,  can  reveal : 
the  light  of  the  gospel  was  never  visible  to  so  many  kingdos 
"  why  many  are  called,  and  few  chosen ;"  the  unsearchable  wai 
and  incomprehensible  judgments  of  God,  which  St.  Paul  in  i 
exiasy  admires,  which  il  is  not  lawful  to  inquire  into  here, ' 
shall  then  understand  in  such  a  manner,  that  light  itself  is  i 
more  clear.  How  often  are  the  people  of  God  here  in  miseral 
perplexities  ?  and  sny  wilh  the  Prophet,  "  Verily  thou  art  «  Gd 
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that  bideBt  th^seir,  0  God  of  Israel  the  Saviour !"  It  Is  true,  a 
steadfast  faith  in  the  proTideace  of  God,  that  all  that  he  does,  and 
ill  that  be  permits  aod  disposes  is  best,  will  quiet  their  passions, 
and  change  the  tempeatuoua  ocean  into  the  pacific  sea  :  but  when 
they  are  admitted  into  (he  council  of  state  above,  and  see  the  im- 
mediate reasons  of  his  decrees,  what  a  heavenly  wonder,  what  an 
exquisite  pleasure  will  fiU  their  minds  i"  When  the  original  foun- 
tains of  wisdom,  as  clear  as  deep,  shall  be  opened,  what  sweet 
satisfaction  will  be  shed  abroad  in  their  spirits  ?  They  will  see 
the  beauty  of  providence  in  disposing  temporal  evils  in  order  to 
their  eternal  felicity :  that  as  in  a  curious  picture  the  darkest 
tinctures  are  so  disposed,  as  (o  give  light  and  grace  to  orient 
colors ;  so  all  the  afflictions  of  this  state  were  but  shadows  or 
foils,  to  make  their  faith,  and  love,  aod  patience  more  resplen- 
dent, and  tbeir  reward  more  excellent.  What  our  Saviour  said 
to  Peter,  is  applicable  to  the  impenetrable  dispensations  of  Prov- 
idence to  us  in  our  mortal  state  ;  "  What  I  do,  thou  knowest  not 
now,  but  shall  know  hereafter."  Then  the  arcana  imperii,  the 
secrets  of  his  counsels  shall  be  unsealed,  and  we  shall  be  able  to 
expound  the  perplexing  riddle, how  "out  of  the  eater  came  meat, 
and  out  of  the  strong  came  sweetness :"  we  shall  understand  that 
his  over-ruling  providence  is  most  eminently  glorified  in  extract- 
ing good  out  of  evil ;  for  toe  aAoU  kiwvo  as  we  are  known. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

The  bleaaed  effect  of  the  viidon  of  God  in  die  winti.  It  is  produetiTe  tad 
conaemtive  oThis  gloriouBlikenesi.  It  nffecta  them  with  the  most  bum- 
ble venemioD  of  Ood's  exeellencie^  It  iaflunea  them  with  the  moat 
ardent  lore  of  God,  and  of  our  Saviour. 

I  will  consider  the  blessed  effects  of  the  vision  of  God  in  hea- 
ven upon  the  saints.  Our  Saviour  tells  us,  "  this  is  life  eternal, 
to  know  thee  theonly  true  God, andJesus  Christ  whom  thou  halt 
sent."  The  beginning  aod  introducttonof  our  felicity,  is  by  a  lively 
(aitb  here,  the  consummation  of  it  is  by  present  sight  in  heaven. 

t.  From  the  vision  of  his  glory  there  will  be  a  resultance  of 
bis  likeness  impressed  on  us.  We  ahall  be  like  him,  for  xot  thaU 
see  him  at  he  ia.  All  the  perfection  and  happiness  of  the  saintB 
is  comprised  in  that  promise.  The  sun,  when  the  sky  is  elev 
and  eeione,  forms  its  image  on  a  cloud  temperad  to  receive  it, 
with  that  orient  briKhtneu,  that  the  eye  cannot  distinguish  be- 
tween the  copy  and  the  oii^nal.     Thus  the  uncreated  sun  by 
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powerrul  emaoktiona  tran»fi>rnu  Lh«  soul  into  its  likeness,  in  tl 
divine  dcgre«  of  holiness  and  felicity,  m  j^orioualjr  rcscinblet 
Ijod.     Moms  \>y  convcising  with  (iod  in  the  mount,  antl  sceiag 
his  back  pjitt),  relumed  to  the  Israelites  >*illi  suuh  a  radiiknrjr  ia 
his  (jico,  lb«l  ihejr  could  noi  look  on  it  without  a  veil.     What  lO 
iinjircasion  of  glorj'   is  in  iho  saints,  who  see  his  perfeciiun : 
their  infinite  luslrc  ^     It  is  the  priTilogc  of  christians  in  this  I 
above  the  church  under  the  law ;  they  beltoitt  in  the  gosptl  < 
a  glatSf  the  glory  qf  the  Lord,  and  are  changed  into  tke  ■ 
image,/rom  glory  to  glory :  the}*  hecouie  more  and  mure 
nnd  heavenlj',  more  purilied  and  adorned   with  his  rirtues  i  ^ 
graces.     Now  if  the  vision  of  Christ  here  in  a  glass,  an  eclip^ 
ing  medium,  be  so  inllukivc  upon  believers,  what  an  illustrioif 
and  infaUiblc  efBcacf  has   thr    immcdintc,  clear,  and  perua 
view  of  his  gtorf  upon  the  Miinta  in  heaven  .*     That  sight  ia  ; 
ductivc  and  consuivultve  of  his  image  in  ils  purity'  and  per 
lion  forever. 

2.  The  divine  presence  afTerts  ili«  taints  with  the  most  hi    _ 
ble  reverence  and  »otcnin  veneration  of  God.     This  is  ait  eter- 
nal respect  due  from  the   inlellecttial  creature  to  (hu   creatoc, 
upon  the  account  of  his  infinite  and  incommunicable  cxcelleo- 
etcs.     ilc  IB  distin^^uisJied  not  onlj'  from  idols,  but  front  creatiuc* 
of  the  highest  order,  by  his  ossonlial,  supremo  and  singular  Ramr, 
I  AM.     Every  kind  of  being,  every  spark  of  lile,  every  degtee 
of  perfection  is  from   his  efficiency,  and  depends  entirely  uppi  ^ 
bis  supporting  power-     The  most  emiu<-nt  igualitii's  of  the  cre^^| 
tures  are  but  in  shou  and  appearance,  compared  with  the  rcaltt^H 
and  stability  of  his  glorious  nature.     In  the  seriplurc,  wiulom, 
holineBs,  goodness,  power,  (ruth,  immortality,  are  attributed  l^_ 
God,  with  the  exclusion  of  all  creatures  fro.ffl  those  prerogalivei|^| 
they  being  his  essential,  inhnite,  and  incomparable  perfectioM. 
They  arc  separable  (|ualitie»  in  the  crealun^s,  like   the  gilding 
and  enameling  of  bn«er  metnl;  hut  in   the   Deity,  they  urc  ~~  ~ 
substantial  nia^ay  gold.     There  is  a  vast  dislaiiee  between  n( 
ated  beings;  but  the  distance  between  a  fly,  or  a  worm,  and 
angel,  is  nothing  to  the  distance  between  an  aichangel  and  Go4J 
(here  being  no  comparison  between  finite  and  iahnile.     A 11  creal 
(urea  equally  vanish,  and  disappear  as  nothing,  compared  to  tha 
glorious  creator.     As  if  one  from  the  region  of  the  Mars  shoub 
look  down  upon   the  earth,  the   mountains  and  hills  with  lh| 
valleys  would  appear  one  Hat  surface,  an  equal  plain,  the  heigli 
and  the  Jowness  of  the  several  parts  being  indiscernible  at  that 
inniense  distance. 

^  Kow  in  heaven  the  Divine  Majesty  is  most  viaihle«  and  tuog 
■awful  atid  adorable:  (he  suMimest  flfiirits  "cover  their  I'aee&l 
before  his  glorious  hrightness.     The   Prophet   Isaiah  hiul  a  rev 
rvsentation  of  heaven  :  "  I  saw  ihe   I-ord  silting  upon  a  tlitc 
high  4|fi<(  U(I<m1  up,,  and.  his  train  filled _the^ieia|)(^.,  ,Atwi{^i 
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stood  the  Seraphims :  each  one  bad  six  wioga ;  with  twain  he 
eoTered  bis  face,  with  twain  he  covered  his  feet,  with  twain  he 
did  Ay.  Aod  one  cried  to  another,  and  said.  Holy,  holy,  holy, 
Lord  of  Hoflls ;  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his  ghiry."  They 
highly  honor  him,  by  the  reflection  of  his  separate  and  peerless 
excellencies,  bis  almighty  power,  his  infinite  supremacy,  and 
eternal  empire,  in  their  concerts  of  praise. 

3.  In  hesTen  the  saints  as  perfectly  lore  God,  as  they  know 
him.  This  is  the  principal  duty  of  angels  and  men  to  the  bless- 
ed Creator,  for  bis  admirable  perfections,  aod  bis  excellent  bene- 
fits. The  evideaoe  of  it  is  so  entire,  that  the  reasonable  mind 
cannot  suspend  its  assent ,  for  goodness  and  beauty,  the  fruit 
and  the  flower  of  amiable  things,  do  so  recommend  them  to  the 
understanding  and  will,  that  they  powerfully  allure  and  engage 
the  affections.  Now  these  are  in  God  in  unspeakable  degrees 
of  eminence.  The  Prophet  breaks  out  in  a  lapture,  "How 
great  is  his  goodness  !  bow  great  is  his  beauty  !" 

It  was  a  precept  of  tbe  ceremonial  law,  that  the  firstlings  of 
the  flock,  and  the  first  and  best  fruits  of  the  earth  should  be  of- 
fered to  God  :  not  as  if  the  first  that  opened  the  belly  was  moie 
valuable  in  his  account  than  the  last,  or  tbe  most  early  fruits  in 
tbe  spring  more  pleasing  (o  him  than  the  later  in  the  autumn  ;  but 
it  was  instructive,  that  our  love,  the  "  first-born  of  tbe  soul,  and 
the  beginning  of  its  strength,"  should  be  consecrated  to  God. 

The  love  of  God  is  the  esseolial  character  of  a  saint,  that  dis- 
tinguishes him  from  tbe  unregenerate.  Indeed,  it  is  strange  that 
God,  who  is  infinitely  lovely,  aod  infinitely  liberal  and  benefi- 
cent, should  not  prevail  on  the  hearts  of  all  men ;  but  if  we 
consider  the  degeneracy  of  mankind,  bow  their  minds  are  de- 
praved and  deceived,  and  their  affections  are  vitiated,  the  won- 
der will  cease.  Carnal  men  have  not  due  conceptions  of  God, 
and  will  not  attentively  observe  his  amiable  perfections.  St. 
John  tells  us.  He  that  lovetk  not,  doth  not  know  God.  Know- 
ledge is  the  leading  principle  in  (he  operations  of  the  soul: 
there  must  be  a  heavenly  eye  to  discover  (he  heavenly  beauty, 
before  there  can  be  love  of  it.  Now  men  are  in  ignorant  dark- 
ness, and  are  defiled  in  flesh  and  spirit,  and  therefore  cannot 
love  God,  who  is  elonous  la  holiness.  Without  resemblance, 
(here  can  be  no  affectionate  union,  which  is  tbe  essence  of  tove. 
Tbe  contrariety  of  dispositions  infers  a  contrariety  of  affections. 
Tbe  scripture  expresses  this  in  dreadful  cotors :  "  Tbe  carnal 
mind  is  enmity  against  God  :  tbe  friendship  of  this  world  is  en- 
mity with  God :"  that  is,  piide,  and  covetousness,  and  sensuali- 
ty, which  are  the  lusts  of  the  carnal  mind,  and  are  terminated 
upon  worldly  things,  aie  inconsistent  with  the  love  of  God. 
The  justice  of  God  is  terrible  to  the  consciences,  and  bis  holi- 
ness odious  to  the  affections  of  the  unrenewed.  Till  by  divine 
grace  the  understanding  is  enlightened  and  purified,  to  hare  right 
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apprehensions  of  God  ;  (ill  the  wilt  and  affections  are  clean 
and  changed  ;  till  (here  bo  a  resemblance  of  God'n  holy  ualur 
and  a  oonforraitj-  lo  his  holy  laws,  ihcy  arc  not  capable  of 
tightfut  adhering  (o  him  ;  which  is  ihc  internal,  essential  proji 
ty  of  love. 

But  (hose   who   are  pnriakera  of  (he  divine  nature,  the  ha 
and  heavenly,  "  taste  and  sec  how  good  the  Lord  ia  ;"  and  i 
cording  to  Ibc  iltusttations  of  the  mind,  such  are  (he  tinprea 
upon  the  heart ;  the  love  of  God  in  their  breasts  here  ill 
smoking  Rax,   hut  in  hc.ivrn  it  is  a  triumphant  flame.     God] 
the  first  fair,  Ihc  orijtinni  of  all  amiable  excellencies,  in  wl 
ihcy  shine  in  thcii   unstained  lustre  and  jN-rfcction,     When 
fully  reveals  himself,  and  displays  the  richest  beams  of  his  lot 
and  glorj",  how  transporting  and  endearing  is  (hat  sight? 
affections  that  are  now  scadcrcd  on  many  (hings,  nherein  son 
faint  reflections  of  his  goodness  appear,  shall  then  be  united  'd 
one  full  current  to  him,  "  who  is  all  in  all."     In  heaven,  the  in' 
mense  treasures  of  his  grace  are  revealed  :  Ihnt  nhen  man  (at 
hin  rebellious  sin  was  justly  expelled  from  Piirndisc,  and  undl 
the  sentence  of  eternal  death,  God  should  not  only  pardon,  I 
prefer  us  to  the  dignity  of  his  children,  and  prepare  such  a  gloi' 
tor  US,  and  us  for  snch  a  glory  ;  this  will  inspire   (he  Saints  wip 
such  ardcn[  afTcclions,  thnt  will   make  them  cqnnl  to  the  an| 
those  pure  and  everlasting  flames  of  love  to  God. 

In  heaven  we  shall  be  with  "  Jesu5,  (he  medEalor  of  the  n« 
cbvenanl,  who  is  seated  nt  the  right  hand  of  God."  And  ' 
admirable  will  he  appear  to  the  sense  and  soul  of  every  gloriH 
•tint  f  For  we  shall  see  the  king  in  his  beauty.  When  a| 
Saviour  was  upon  (he  holy  mount,  and  one  vanishing  henml 
glory  appeared  in  his  transfiguration,  Peter  was  so  tnnsporledl 
the  sight,  that  he  forgot  the  world  and  himself:  how  rarishiog 
then  will  the  sight  of  him  in  his  iriumphnni  wajcisty  be,  wbea 
we  shall  be  transfigured  ourselves  ?  Sow  while  believers  are  i"^ 
the  shadows  of  the  earthly  state,  they  love  their  unseen  SavJc 
with  such  intense  degrees  of  atlection,  as  deface  alt  the  wai 
colors,  all  the  vain  loves  of  things  in  this  world ;  but  when  tl: 
ar«  admitted  into  his  shining  presence,  and  see  liim  in  the  day] 
celestial  glory,  with  what  an  exlasy  of  afleciion  will  theyf 
transported  .' 

We  shall  then  feel  the  endearing  ohtigalions  our  Saviour 
laid  upon  us,  who  ransomed  us  witli  so  rich  a  price,  and  purct 
ed  for  us  such  an  unvaluable  inheritance  :  for  in  proportion^ 
we  shall  understand  his  greatness  in  himself,  we  snail  his  go 
nesE  lo  us.     The  eternal  Son  of  God  descended  from  the  bl 
vcn  of  heavens  to  our  lowly  earlh ;  and,  which  is  more, 
(he  majesty  wherein  he  there  reigned,  and  was  visible  lo  tba 
gels:  be  became  man  that  he  might  die,  to  redeem  us  from 
most  woful  capti.'itr,  from  death,  and  the  sting  of  death,  sin, 
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tbe  strength  ot  nn,  the  Uw ;  lod  obt«n  n  bloued  life  ami  in- 
mortslily  for  ufl.  0  unexainpl«<l  low*  Greater  tove  hath  no 
man  than  thi»,  to  lay  down  hia  life  for  hit  friend :  uod  whu  if 
the  life  of  A  sinful  uud,  a  vaniHliing  va]>or,  a  life  inixed  with 
troubles  aii<l  vexation  i  And  to  lay  down  (his  for  a  friend  Ac- 
feervedljr  dear,  is  (he  highest  expression  of  tiuiuao  love  :  hut  for 

te  Sod  of  God  to  la}-  down  his  life,  a  life  without  gin,  and  wilb- 
it  end,  (for  immortality  was  a  privilege  due  lo  his   innocence) 
and  for  encmio,  forthe  worst  enemies,  rebels  by  reroliure  from 
^bedienco  lo  their  creator  and  kinf(,  is  a  lovo  Iruljr  divine,  and 
Kfioitelr  siir|>assing  not  onljr  ihi^  aAei'tions,  but  the  underttaiid' 
tn/f  and  knowUdi^e  of  all  crtaturea,  Cphcs.  3.     BiteAy  ;    he 
ive  his  life  for  ub,  and  gives  himself  to  us,  the  most  excellent 
Balimonies  of  love  that  we  can  receive  from  love  itself;  and 
re  aholl  lore  biro  with  all  the  strength  of  our  glorified  spirits. 


CHAPTER  V. 

IMoB  wMi  God  by  knowleilge  and  lui<<,  causes  tbe  porTtction  and  hhchj  of 
IIm  nlMs.  That  umou  bnvfl/  unfoldiid.  Tli»  pkiwiirv  that  spring*  Ironi 
kBOwtodp;-  In  hi-avcn,  th«  knnwlr^itR  uf  tha  ninti  in  comparably  eicch 
lh«  koow-lecfec  bcquircil  h«rc.  The  fc-lieily  that  flown  Irom  ihe  enjojiinem 
of  Ood,  (hat  ftUljr  sadtficB  |}ic  lo<«  of  ilio  Baiotii.  Th«  bleMud  cuinniunkiD 
bMw««n  dx)  ssioia  aind  Cbrist  in  bearro.  TIm  lovo  o(  Out  saint*  is  moai 
■    liilly  pkaa»il  in  the  glory  of  God. 

Union  with  Ciod  by  knowledge  and  love,  accomplisbes  (be 
perfection  and  happiness  of  the  saints.  The  most  pernicious  ef- 
fect of  sin  if  the  separation  of  the  Soul  from  God;  and  the  re»- 
}ral  of  us  to  happiness,  is  by  reunion  with  him.     This  we  ob- 

jn  by  Christ,  who  is  Emanuel  in  his  nature,  and  by  office  ;  who 

ok  our  flesh,  which  he  oflered  as  a  sacrifice  to  God  lo  atone 
displeasure,  and  gives  "  bis  spirit  to  dwell  ii>  us,"  as  a  per- 
manent active  principle,  hy  whose  special  operalioo  faith  is  pro* 
duccd  in  our  hearts ;  that  is,  such  a  belief  of  his  love  in  redeem- 
ing us,  as  inspires  us  with  a  sincere  and  superlative  love  to  him : 
UM  by  tbew  vital  l>nnds  we  arc  united  to  him,  and,  as  his  true 
members,  live  the  same  life  with  him  ■»  grace  and  glory. 

Now  in  heaven,  our  union  with  God  is  more  near  and  noble, 
more  intimate  and  influential,  more  inseparable  and  eternal.  It 
is  observable  in  natural  causalities,  that  what  is  of  a  moie  re- 
fined and  purer  nature,  is  more  active  and  penetrating,  and  more 
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rioscljf  iinilcs  with  olher  ihin)^,  (htin  what  is  more  pross  and 
inM(>riM.  Ugtit,  which  is  the  purest  qualit}'  in  the  world,  aetth 
aiet  all  coh>rii,  and  makes  thero  vitiiMp,  and  actuates  the  eyt, 
and  conveys  ihc  lively  image  of  the  object  wilh  shining  evidetm 
into  il.  The  tun  shoots  its  invisible  virtue  into  the  derp  ~ 
mines.  Fire  is  more  subtile  and  pure  than  water,  and  will  pier 
into  soHd  nietnts,  which  the  ivnier  cannot  »onk  into.  The  ginri 
in^  iron  seems  to  be  all  fire.  Now  (io<\  is  the  purest  spirit, 
of  infinite  ener|;y,  and  can  unite  himself  to  oui-  spirits  more  ! 
timalely  ihan  the  closest  «uion  between  any  ereaittres  in 
world.  He  unites  himself  to  the  understanding,  by  an  intme 
nle  iira<liation  and  discovery  of  his  dorious  excellencies;  "I 
lliy  lisht,"  «ailh  the  I'sahnist,  '•  we  shall  sec  light."  He  unit 
hfmseir  to  the  will,  by  the  infusion  of  his  love,  nnd  by  that  dnl 
tnf;  forth  our  love  to  him.  This  union  is  coinplele  in  heave 
and  most  communicative  of  the  divine  influences  to  the  aainti 
and  con&cqucnlly  iheir  conformity  and  fruition  of  God,  is  in  til 
highest  dei^rces  that  cre.-ilcd  si>irils  are  capable  of.  This  is  Ih 
most  desirable  and  perfect  slate  of  rcn.^onnMc  crcaliinri ;  for  Ga 
is  the  overflowing  fountain  of  felicity,  the  only  stable  centre  i 
the  soul,  wherein  it  reposes  ilself  fcrever.  Accordingly  ih 
Psalmist  speaks,  "  Return  to  ihj  rest,  0  my  soul,  for  the 
hnlh  dealt  bountifully  with  thee." 

When  the  soul  opens  its  eyes  to  tbt  clear  discoveries  of  (I 
first  truth,  in  which  is  no  shadow  of  error,  nnd  its  breael  to  ih 
dear  and  intimate  embraces  of  ihe  supreme  good,  in  which  in 
mixture  of    evil,    and   beyond  which    nothinf;   remains  io 
known,  nothing  to  be  enjoyed,  what  a  deluge  of  the  purest  ai 
awectent  pleasure  will  overthrow  it  ^   We  cannot  ascend  in 
thoughts  to  hiffh,  n*  to  conceive  the  excess  of  Joy  that  atlen 
those  operations  of   the  iilotified  wul  upon  its  prop«r  otije< 
But  something  we  may  conjecture. 

Those  who  are  possessed  with  a  noble  passion  for  knowledgl 
how  do  they  despise  all  lower   pleasures  in  compaiison  of  il 
How  do  they  forjioi  themselves,  neglect  the  body, and  retire  ta 
the  mind,  the  highest  part  of  miin,  and  nearest  to  Rod  >  Tfe 
bare  ai>j)rehension  of  such  things  that  by  their  intemni  Ditu 
have  no  nltrnetive  influence  upon  the  affections,  is  pleasant 
Ihe  understanding.     As  the  appearance  of  lijjht,  though   not 
tended  with  any  other  visible  beauties,  rcfreslies  the  ove  atU 
long  darkness  :  so  the  clear  discovei-}'  of  trulbs,  how  nhstract  i 
ever,  that  were  before  unknown,  is  grateful  to  the  inlelleclil 
faculty.     Thus  some  have   been  strangely  transported  with  ik 
pleasure  of  ■  mathemalieni  demonsi ration,  when  the  evidene 
not  the  importance,  of  th«  thing  was  so  ravishing ;  for  what 
more  dry  and   barren  of  delight  than  the  speculation  of  Hgurd 
and  nurahers  ?  Solon  when  ne.ir  his  end,  and  some  of  his  frier.d 
that   visited  him  were  speaking  softly  of  h  point  of  [^ilosoplil 
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>}y  liial  WMittd  of  wistiom  was  awakened  from  the  aleep  of  death 
ll»t  was  ju»t  Mtixing  on  biin  ;  and  opening  liiM  eyes,  raisin);;  his 
head  lo  give  allenliou,  being  aekcd  the  reuon  of  it,  answered,* 
^^That  when  I  unditrsUm)  wiiat  |'ou  are  diMOuroing  of,  1  may 
die."  Such  was  his  delight  in  knowledge,  that  a  little  of  il  made 
his  a^ny  insenBible. 

But  here  are  m»nf  impeifeclioiis  that  lessen  this  intellectual 

Eleastire,  which  shall  cease  in  heaven.  Here  the  acquisitioD  of 
nowlcdgc  id  often  with  the  cxpen&e  of  health :  (be  dower  of 
(be  •piritt,  necessary  for  natural  operations,  is  wasted  bj  inlcnse 
thoughts.  How  often  are  the  learned  sickly  }  As  the  flint  when 
il  is  struck,  giveH  not  a  spark  without  consuming  itself ;  so  knowl- 
edge is  obtained  by  studieR  thai  waste  our  faint  sensitive  facul- 
ties. Hut  (ben  our  knowledge  shall  be  a  free  emanation  from 
th«  spring  of  (nitb,  without  our  labor  and  pains.  Here  we  learn 
by  circuit,  and  discern  by  comparing  things;  ignorant  darkness 
in  dispelled  by  gradual  succession  of  light :  but  then  perfect 
knowle^lt  shall  be  infused  in  a  moment.  Here,  after  alt  our  la- 
Imr  and  toil,  how  little  knowledge  do  we  gain  ?  Every  ijuevtion 
is  a  labyrinth,  out  of  wbich  the  nimblest  and  most  scatcliing 
minds  cannot  extricate  thomselveii.  How  many  siiecious  errors 
impose  upon  our  understandings  ^  We  look  on  things  by  false 
lights,  through  deceiving  spectacles :  but  then  our  knowledge 
shall  he  certain  and  complete.  There  is  no  forbidden  tree  in 
the  celestial  Paradise,  as  no  inordinate  alTection.  But  suppose 
that  all  thin^  in  tlic  compass  of  the  world  were  known,  yet  still 
(here  would  be  emptiness  and  anguish  in  the  mind  :  for  the  most 
comprehensive  knowledge  of  things  (hat  are  insaffioieiit  lo  make 
us  happy,  cannot  atford  true  satisfaction.  But  then  we  shall  see 
Ood  in  all  his  excellencies,  (he  supreme  object  and  end,  the  only 
felicity  of  the  soul.  How  will  the  sight  of  bis  glorious  perfec- 
tions in  (he  lirst  moment  quench  our  extreme  thirst,  and  fill  us 
with  joy  and  admiration  !  It  is  not  as  the  naked  conception  of 
treasures,  that  only  makes  rich  in  idea  but  (hat  dirioe  sight 
give*  a  real  inlercM  in  him.  The  angels  arc  so  ravished  with 
the  besulits  and  wonders  of  his  face,  that  they  never  divert  a 
moment  from  the  contemplation  of  it.  • 

.  (il.]  The  pure  love  of  the  taints  to  Ood,  is  fully  satisfied  in 
the  possession  and  enjoyment  of  him,  ai>d  consequently  the 
greatest  delight  and  complacency  is  shed  abroad  in  their  hearts. 
Love  considered  as  an  affection  of  friendship,  is  always  attended 
with  Iwo  <lesires ;  to  be  assured  of  reciprocal  love,  and  to  enjoy 
the  conversation  of  (he  person  beloved,  the  testimony  of  his  es- 
teem and  good  will.     This  kind  of  t  affection  seems  lo  he  incon* 

*Ut  «im  istud  quicquid  ««  de  quo  duputBti*  perccpcro,  mnnar.     fU. 

■  • 

TdL.  (.  S8 


4«S 


or  HBArcw. 


-I 


atsteut  wtlh  ihal  in6ni(»  tlUutice  (but  is  between  God 
creature.  But  lliough  U  is  diaproportioDable  to  the  divine  nut- 
jest)',  it  ia  proportionable  to  his  goodness-  Accordingly 
Saviour  promises,  *'Iio  that  loves  me,  shall  be  loved  of 
father,  and  I  will  love  him,  and  manifest  mysulf  unto  him  :" 
to  confirm  our  belief  of  this  aatonivhing  coiidvM.'enMon,  re 
it,  "  If  a  man  love  nic,  my  Futht^r  will  luve  biin,  and  wo 
come  to  him,  and  make  our  abudn  with  him,"  In  the  preaent 
slate,  the  signs  of  God's  special  favor  are  exhibited  to  his  friends. 
Now  he  bestows  on  thein  the  honor  of  being  bis  sons,  the  fftei^ 
and  comforts  of  bis  spirit,  precious  earnest  of  his  love, "  aH 
seal  of  their  redemption."  But  in  cmincncy  of  degrees,  llfl 
emanations  of  his  love,  and  the  cITecIs  of  his  beneticenee,  ■■ 
incomparably  moru  glorious  in  heaven.  Here  the  SaioU  ifl 
adoplt-d,  there  crowned  :  there  he  opens  all  the  bright  ireainM 
of  bis  wisdom,  the  riches  of  his  goodness,  llie  beauties  of  hoUoMfl 
the  glories  of  his  power,  and  bj  the  inliinate  application  of  U 
presence  makes  his  love  most  sensible  to  Ibom.  Infinite  gooa 
iiess  excites  and  draws  forth  all  the  powers  of  the  soul,  and  Gfl 
the  utmost  capacily  and  «x{Ktnsion  of  the  spirit :  from  hence  pcfl 
petual  pli^aaute  and  satisfaction  tipnngs.  U  the  pure  delights  bfl 
iween  God  and  gloriiied  souls!  God  looks  on  ibem  with  an  bM 
gaged  eye,  as  bis  own  by  many  dear  titles,  and  is  ravished  wifl 
the  reflex  of  his  own  excellencies  shining  in  ihem.  "Asd 
bridegroom  rejoices  over  ihe  bride  ( it  i»  the  language  of  diviM 
love)  so  their  God  rejoices  over  them.  The  Lord  thy  God^ 
the  midst  of  tiiee  is  mighty  ;  he  will  save,  lie  will  tejoic«  ov9 
thee  with  joy  :  he  will  rest  in  hiti  loves  ;  he  will  n^iee  ovfl 
thee  with  singing,"  He  is  infinitely  deli^thted  in  the  commaifl 
cation  of  his  goodness  to  them.  And  what  a  blekscd  test  fl 
tbcy  find  in  the  complete  fruition  of  his  goodness!  All  their  dfl 
•ires  quietly  expire  in  his  bosom.  What  triumphs  of  joy  folioM 
Can  wc  frame  a  fuller  conception  of  happiness,  than  to  he  pon 
fedly  loved  by  the  best  and  moM  blos.tcd  being,  and  perfectly  m 
love  him,  and  to  partake  of  the  richest  emanutions  of  his /dd 
ing-kindneaa,  that  is  Jar  more  valuable  and  desirabU  /AonUl 
Uaelf9  ^ 

How  precious  and  joyful  will  ibe  presence  of  Christ  be  to  ()■ 
seints  \  it  was  his  prayer  on  earth  "r  atber,  I  will  that  they  all 
whom  tlvou  hast  given  me,  be  with  me  where  I  ain,  that  thlfl 
may  bthold  my  glory."  When  the  saints  are  received  into  td 
everlasting  kingdom,  the  first  object  that  draws  their  admiriM 
regards,  is  Christ  on  the  throne.  Inestimable  felicity  !  whelhM 
we  consider  him  as  the  Son  of  God,  in  whose  conspictious  coun 
lenance  all  the  glory  of  his  Father  shines;  or  as  the  Saviour  ■ 
men,  and  the  headof  the  elect, upon  a  double  account:  partlJ 
that  "  he  that  loved  us,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  his  bloodS 
aAer  suffering  all  indignitit^s  and  cruelties  for  our  sake,  hairiM 
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reived  the  inward  or  his  tn^ritorious  sufierings,  (he  triumph  of 
his  victonr,  being  "  f;lorilj«<l  with  the  Father,  with  the  gloTf  he 
had  before  (he  world  wh;"  ond  partly,  because  erery  member 
shall  be  eoiifornicd  to  him  in  glory.  The  Bight  of  ihe  face  of  i 
MosGS  whfin  rniliiiiit,  had  no  trnnMrormin^  riripacy,  for  (he  lipht 
of  it  wai  not  in  him  as  its  si>nng,  but  by  deriviilion.  Hut  the 
Son  of  God  is  light  essentially,  and  the  night  of  hiti  glory  will 
transform  us  into  his  likeness.  And  how  dear  and  joyful  is  the 
presence  of  the  saints  to  Christ }  "  He  then  sees  of  the  travail 
of  his  soul,  the  fruit  of  his  sharp  suflerings  and  bleeding  tore,  and 
is  salisfied."  Ilow  delif^blfiil  is  it  to  him  to  sec  all  his  spiritual 
progeny  s.ifrly  broiipht  to  heaven,  .ind  m.ide  p.ir(akcr$  of  his  glo- 
ry and  Joy  in  his  everlaslin);  kingdom?  Fnr  acronling  to  ihe  ex- 
tent of  the  object,  and  deurnes.s  of  the  affection,  joy  riRes.  He 
will  then  present  thorn  to  his  father  with  infinite  complacency  ; 
"  Behold  here  am  I,  and  the  children  whom  thou  hast  given 
me." 

The  dearest  aflTeetions  of  Christ  and  Ihe  saints  in  heaven,  are 
mutual  and  reflexive.  In  the  sncred  song,  the  expressions  of 
love,  desire  and  joy,  borrowed  from  Ihe  espousals  of  Solomon 
and  his  beloved  wife,  are  as  it  were  characters  in  the  dark,  to  be 
understood  in  a  spiritual  sense,  of  the  mystical  marriage  of 
ChriM  and  the  church.  What  endearing  intercourse  is  there 
between  Ihe  most  perfect  lover,  and  his  spouse,  inspired  with 
the  same  pure  flame  ?  Here  amiable  perfections  attract  his  eye 
and  heart :  Thou  art  all  fair  ray  love,  there  is  no  spot  in  thee. 
Cant.  7.  His  propriety  in  the  church  ishisunvaluahlc  treasure  : 
"My  vineyard  which  i.^  mine,  is  ever  before  me."  He  repeats 
the  word  tnine,  in  Ibc  sweetest  and  most  lender  manner.  And 
the  church,  with  the  same  harmonious  affections,  speaks  of  Christ. 
She  contemplates  in  a  soft  extasy  his  ever-salisfvini;  beauty.  My 
beloved  is  the  chiefcft  of  ten  thousand,  he  is  altogether  lovely, 
Cant.  10.  16.  She  breaks  forlh  in  triumph,  My  beloved  is  mine, 
and  1  am  his,  Cnnl.  B.  By  all  their  oxprcusinns  of  joylul  love 
and  union,  we  may  a.icend  in  our  thoughts,  whnt  are  the  joys  of 
heaven,  where  the  communion  of  Christ  and  the  church  is  entire 
and  uninterrupted  forever.  If  faith  and  love  of  our  unseen  Sa> 
viour  produce  "a  joy  unspeakable  and  glorious,"  as  if  believers 
were  wrapt  up  to  Paradise,  or  Paradise  descended  into  ibem, 
what  will  the  sight  and  fruition  of  him  ?  There  is  as  great  a  dif- 
ference  in  degrees  heiwccn  the  joy  that  flows  from  the  nitsur- 
Mwe  end  application  of  faith,  and  the  joy  from  vision  and  full 
poweseion,  as  between  the  impression  of  joy  the  forerunner  of 
Christ  felt,  when  he  sprang  in  the  womb  at  the  coming  of  our 
Saviour  ;  and  his  ravishing  joy,  when  he  saw  Christ,  and  point- 
ed him  out  to  his  disciples,  "  Heboid  Ihe  Lamb  of  (lod,  that  takes 
away  the  sins  of  the  world." 

prvmc  joy  of  Ihe  saints  16  for  the  felicity  and  glory 
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of  Uod  himself.  For  u  the  holy  soul  feds  no  more  powerfal 
motive  to  love  God,  than  because-  hv  is  laosl  worthy  of  it,  asbi 
is  God,  a  being  of  iiifii)il«  excellencies,  and  therefore  to  be  f 
above  the  dcan-M  [>eraon9  aod  lhiii»,  even  itself;  so  the  '  '_ 
joy  it  parlsJtes  of  u  from  this  consideration,  (hat  God  is  infinit 
blessed  and  glorious.  For  in  this  the  supreme  dcsice  of  lovi 
accomplished,  that  the  most  beloved  object  is  perfcedy  bono 
and  pleased.  In  heaven  the  love  of  the  mints  to  God  is  in  : 
higjheEt  perfection,  and  (hey  see  his  glory  in  the  most  perfect! 
ncr,  which  causes  a  transeendant  joy  (o  them.  And  this  iai 
reason  why  the  sainU,  ihouf^h  shining  with  unequal  Atgntti 
glory,  are  equally  content.  For  (heir  most  ardent  lovebeingl 
on  God,  tliat  he  is  pleased  (o glorify  hiniself  by  suchvarioust 
munications  of  his  goodness,  is  full  Hntisfaelion  to  their  desr 
Besides,  in  those  difTerenl  degrees  of  glory,  every  one  isM>c« 
(cnt  with  his  own,  *  that  there  is  no  possible  desire  of  being  I 
what  he  is. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


Tba  communion  of  ib«  aogclii  iind  iwnu  in  Hmtmi  offaida  Um  pntMlplaaMi 
Love  iimlci  them.    The  ullayi  of  l«i«  coanc  there    A«lov«Hcailtr|{ad1 
iu  objcC  iintl  (Ipgnieti,  «ui:h  ia  the  drli^hl  ttuit  mults  Trum  h.     TIm  mj  (f 
■   hcBvi'ii  w  wiihmii  (iPlVol  or  «id.     Tlip  produclivi'  eaiiMS  ofitar*  uiT — 
•  ■ei|ilal.     The.  rnrn  of  (rmi  nlwnyN  rfilnci  tlirrr,  null  the  rOOMmpJadOB  d 

i*fixc<L    Till!  consumt  cnjgjmcat  ofGod  in  heaven  docs  uMloiMn  \bai 
\ight  of  till;  miitiUL    Tlie  reasooa  wrby  the  ftuiliea  of  aeoriUs  ibiaM  «1 
out  ('Iinii|r^  i«  ifAiotit,    All  thosa  csuaea  ofdinatitdhciim  cea^  in  neaiq 
Tlir  iuiintu  hove  ns  lively  a  perception  of  their  twppincM    (bmntr, 
tlie  brgtnnin^  of  it. 

In  heaven  "  (h«  innumerable  company  of  angels,  and  (he  ^ 
eral  assembly  of  the  chureh  of  the  6rsl  bora/*  as  they  rere) 
happiness  from  (he  sight  of  God,  so  (hey  commiinica(e  the  pur 
pleasure  to  one  anolher.     An  unfeigned  nrdent  affi-etion  unit 
tliat  pure  society.     Our  love  is  ituw  kindled,  cilher  from  a  r«| 
tion  in  nature,  or  a  civil  account,  or  some  visible  excellencies  ll 
render  a  person  worthy  of  our  choice  and  friendship  :  hut  in  hei 
«n  the  reasons  are  greater,  and  the  degrees  of  love  incomparal 
ntore  fervent.     All  esrnal  alliances  and  respects  cease  in  (hat  l 
pernadiral  state.     The  Aposde  tells  us,  "  If  I  have  known  Cli 

'Kiciipi);  halMbiidoniiinabiid  alio  minu*,  ui  hkquo^i  ilwium habeai,| 
T«lrt  amptiu*.    .*ig. 
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•rier  (b«  fl«ab,  1  know  him  »o  no  more."    By  (he  resurrection 
»nd  McenMion  of  (Christ  he  wu  trans]>or(ed  into  another  world, 

and  had  communion  with  him  as  a  heavenly  king,  wiiliotit  low 
ici^nrds  to  the  temporal  privilege  of  conversing  with  him  on 
earth.  The  sjiiritual  relation  is  more  near  and  perinniient  than 
the  strictest  band  of  nature.  The  saints  have  all  reblion  to  the 
aame  heavenly  father,  and  to  Jesus  Christ  the  prince  of  peace,  and 
head  of  that  happy  fraternity.  The  principle  motives  of  lore  here, 
■re  the  inherent  excellencies  of  a  peraon.  Wisdom,  holiness, 
I  goodness,  fidelity  arc  mighty  altractivcs,  and  produce  a  more 
I  aworthy  nlTcction,  a  moie  intimate  confedeiacy  of  aouls,  than  pro- 
pinquity in  nature,  or  any  carnal  respects.  Virtua  is  nmiahle  in 
an  old  person,  (hough  wrinkled  and  deformed :  vice  is  hateful  in 
a  young  person,  though  beaulifu).  There  are  clearer  eyes  than 
those  of  flesh,  a  purer  light  than  what  is  sensible,  a  diviner  lieau- 
ty  than  what  is  corporeal,  and  a  nobler  lore  than  what  is  sensual. 
David  declares  that  ail  fiia  detight  was  in  the  extxtlent.  Hut 
there  are  allays  of  (his  spiritual  love  here.     For, 

t.  There  iire  relics  of  frailty  in  ihe  hpsl  men  on  earth,  some 
blemishes  that  render  (hem  less  .-intintilo  wlii;n  diMovcrcd.  Here 
their  graces  are  mixed  witli  infirmities,  and  hut  ascending  to  glo- 
ry. Accordingly  our  love  to  them  must  be  regular,  and  serene, 
not  clouded  with  error,  mistaking  defects  for  amiable  <|ualitte8. 
But  in  heaven,  the  im.nge  of  God  is  complcto  by  the  union  of  all 
the  glorious  virtues  requisite  to  its  perfection.  Every  saint 
tiiere  exactly  agrees  wuh  the  first  cxemplnr,  a  divine  beauty 
aUines  in  them  ever  durahle,  a  beauty  that  dnri*  no  eontngious 
fire,  that  is  inviotahle  and  can  sutler  no  injury.  The  A))o»lle 
tells  us,  "  The  church  shall  be  glorious  in  holiness,  without  f^t 
or  wrinkle,"  or  any  thing  that  may  cast  an  as]>ect  of  deformity 
upon  it. 

2.  In  the  present  slate  the  least  part  of  the  saints  worth  is  vis- 
ible. As  the  earth  is  fruitful  in  plunts  and  flowers,  but  its  riches 
are  in  mines  of  precious  mctnlrt,  and  the  veins  of  marble  hidden 
in  its  bosom.  True  grace  appears  in  sensible  actions,  "  but  its 
glory  is  within."  '  The  sincerity  of  aims,  the  purity  of  affections, 
the  impresses  of  the  spirit  on  [he  heart,  the  interior  beauties  of 
bolinesA,  are  only  seen  by  God.  Besides,  such  is  the  humility 
of  eminent  saints,  Ihat  the  more  they  abound  in  spiritual  (rea»- 
urcs,  the  less  they  shew.  As  the  hc.ivcnly  bodies,  when  in  near- 
est conjunction  with  the  sun,  and  fulU'sl  of  ii^hl,  make  the  least 
appearance  (o  our  sight.  Hut  all  their  vxcellcnrtcs  shall  then  be 
in  view,  '*  (he  glory  of  God  shall  be  revealed  iu  them."  And 
bow  attractive  is  the  divine  likeness  to  a  holy  eye }  How  will  it 
ravish  the  saintii  to  behold  an  immortal  loveliness  shining  in  one 
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another  ^     Th«ir  love  is  reciprocal,  proportionnble  to  ibe 
or  it.     An  equal,  conMant  (lamv  is  pre»crve<i  by  pure  maleril 
Ercry  one  iii  perfectly  amiable,  and  petreclly  enamoured 
all.     How  bappy  is  that  slate  of  love  ?     The  I'salmisI  breaks  i 
in  n  rapldre,  "  Heboid,  how  good  and  how  pleasant  it  i»fur  br 

ren  to  dwell  together  in  unity  !"     Love  is  the  beauty  and  siret    

of  societies,  the  pleasure  of  life.     How  excellent  is  the  joynT 
the  blessed,  when  the  prayer  of  Cbrit>t  »bnll  be  aecofoplisht  ~ 
thai  ibcy  all    may  be  "  one ;  m  thou  Father  art  in  me,  and  I 
thee,  that  ibey  also  maybe  one  in  us."     God  is  absolutely  onel 
his  glorious  nature  and  will,  and  therefore  unalterably  ha 
and  their  inviolable  union  in  love  is  a  ray  of  the  essential  un 
between  the  sacred  persons.     There  are   no  divisions   of  hei 
and  tongues,  as  in  this  Babel ;  but  the  most  perfect  and  EweetC 
concord,  an  clema)  agreement  in  tempers  and  inclinations.  Tfa 
arc  no  envious  comparisons ;  for  love  that  afleclirely  trana' 
one  into  another,  causes  the  glory  of  every  saint  to  redound  1 
the  joy  of  all.     Every  one  lakes  his  share  in  the  felicity  of 
and  adds  to  it.     Such  is  the  power  of  that  celenlial  fire  wher 
ihey  all  burn,  that  it  melts  and  mixes  souls  in  such  an  entire  uat> 
thai  by  complacence,  and  an  intimate  joy,  the  blessedness  of 
is,  aa  it  were,  proper  to  every  one ;  as  if  every  one  were  pis 
in  the  hearts  of  all,  and  all  in  the  heart  of  every  one.     If  in 
ehureh  of  the  first-bom  chrisliuns  in  the  earthly  Jerusalem, 
band  of  charity   was  so  strict,  that  il  is  a.iid,  the  "  multitude  i 
believers  weie  of  one  heart,  and  one  soul ;"  how  much  moral 
titnate  and  inseparable  is  iho  union  of  the  satnts  in  Jcruaall 
above,  where  every  one  loves  another  as  hinaself?     It  is  recor 
of  Alexander,  that  cntcrinf;  with  Ilepbeslion,  his  favorite,  til 
the  pavilion  of  the  mother  of  Darius,  then  his  prisoner,  she  bow- 
ed to  the  favorite,  as  having  a  greater  app«arance  of  majc 
thinking  him  to  be  Alexander:  but  advised  of  her  error, ' 
humbly    be};ged  bis  pardon.     To  whom  the  generous  king  refi 
ed,  "  Vou  did   not  err,  mother,  this  is  also  Alexander*."     Stii 
was  their   atVeclion.   that   whoever  was  taken  of  them,  the  oil 
was  taken  in  him ;  the  less  ascending  in  the  greater,  without 
grading  the  gioatcr  in  the  less.     This  is  a  copy  of  the  holy  lo^ 
of  the  blcsAcd;  but  with  the   same  dilTerence,  as  between 
description  of  a  star  with  a    coal,  and    its   heatity  in    its  proper 
aspect.     And  where  all  is  love,  nil  is  delight.     The  set  itself  is 
its  own  reward.     As  that  benign  and  plea.*anl  affeclinn  is  enlarg- 
ed, with  respect  to  the  object,  and  its  degrees,  ■iiich  is   the  eon- 
plaeence  and  delight  that  results  from  it.     In  that  blessed  sociot 
there  is  a  constant  receiving  and  returning  of  lore  and  joy.   A| 
that  double  exercise  of  the  saints,  in  the  perfect  circle  of  lore  j 
like  the  pleasant  labor  of  the  bees,  who  all  the  day  are  Hying  I 


"Non  cfraHi,  Mater,  nam  bic  Alexander  cat    Curt.  L  3. 


OF  HEAVKM.  <MS 

the  gardens,  and  reluruing  lo  Ibeir  bives,  and  all  th«ir  art  is  in 
extracting  the  purest  itpiiili  froni  fragrant  dowers,  ai»<j  making 
sweet  boney.  O  bow  do  Ihcy  rvjotcu  and  Iriuinph  in  the  liappi- 
nc»  of  onr  anotbrr  ?  Wiih  wliat  an  uniiuaginnblv  leoderness  do 
thtj  «mbracc  ^  Wbat  reciprocations  of  eti<)earnit-ti(»  are  between 
tbcm  i  0  their  ravishing  conversation,  and  swtivt  inleicourse  ! 
for  (heir  pre^^iice  logelber  in  heaven  is  not  a  silent  show.  In 
the  (ransfigutaiion,  Moses  and  Glias  talked  nith  Christ :  we  may 
understand  a  little  of  il,  b;  the  sensible  complacence  that  is 
among  sincere  friends  horft.  In  pure  amil;  there  is  a  three-fold 
union:  a  union  of  ri-scmblanc«,  that  is  the  principle  of  ii ;  like- 
ness causes  love  :  a  union  of  alTeclion,  that  is  its  essence ;  it  is 
said  of  Jonathan,  that  incomparable  friend,  "his  soul  was  knit 
with  (be  soul  of  David,  and  he  loved  him  as  his  own  soul :"  tbe 
union  of  conversation,  that  is  re^juisite  to  tliesatiubctiun  of  love. 
What  an  entertainment  of  love  sod  joy  is  there  in  the  presenea 
and  discourses  of  dear  friends !  tbeir  mutual  aspects,  like  a  chain 
composed  of  spirits  luminous  and  nctivc,  draw  and  fasten  their 
souls  lo  ooo  another :  the  felicity  of  love  consists  in  iheir  con* 
Tcrsation.  Now  in  heaven,  whatever  is  plongunt  in  friendship  is 
in  perfection  1  aiid  whaiever  is  distasteful  by  men's  folly  and 
weakness  is  abolished.  With  wliat  excellent  discourMs  do  they 
«Olertain  one  another  ?  If  David  felt  such  inward  pleasure  from 
tbe  sense  of  tiod's  favors,  that  be  could  not  restrain  the  expres- 
sion of  it,  but  invites  tho  saints,  "  Come  and  hear,  all  ye  that 
fear  (he  Lord,  and  1  will  tell  you  what  he  has  done  for  my  »oul  :'* 
certainly  in  beavcn,  the  blesMed  with  overllowing  afTcctions  re- 
count the  divine  benefits;  the  admirable  methods,  whereby  the 
life  of  grace  was  begun,  pieserved  and  carried  on  amidst  teropla- 
tiooB ;  the  continual  succession  of  mercies  in  the  lirne  of  their 
hopes,  and  the  consummation  of  all  in  the  time  of  their  enjoy- 
ment. Mow  joyfully  do  they  concir  in  their  thanksgiving  to 
God  for  the  goodness  of  creation  ;  in  making  them  reasonable 
creatures,  capable  to  know,  love  and  enjoy  him,  when  they 
miglit  have  been  of  (he  lowest  order  in  the  whole  spheres  of  be- 
ing ;  for  his  compaF»ionatc  care  and  providence  over  them  in  this 
worild,  but  esjiecially  for  his  sovereign  ar>d  singular  mercy  in 
elMliog  them  to  be  vessels  of  honor ;  for  his  powerful  grace,  in 
roooing  them  from  the  cruel  and  ignominious  bondage  of  sin  ; 
for  bis  mosi  free  luve,  that  juslilied  them  fiom  all  iheir  guilt  by 
the  death  of  his  only  son,  and  glorifjtd  them  with  himself.  They 
are  never  weary  in  this  delightful  exercise,  but  continually  bless 
him  for  his  "mercy  that  endures  forever."  VV'c  may  judge  by 
the  saints  here,  when  they  are  in  a  fit  disposition  to  praise  CimI, 
wbat  fervors  they  feel  in  their  uniteil  praises  of  him  in  heaven. 
The  Psalmist  in  an  cxtasy  calls  to  all  the.parts  of  the  world  to 
join  with  him  :  "The  I.ord  reigns,  let  the  heavens  rejoice,  and 
tbe  earth  be  glad  ;  let  the  Ma  roar,  let  the  fields  be  joyful,  and 
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all  llial  dwell  therein."     He  desires  tbal  nature  shonltl  be  ete' 
ted  Bt>ove  ilsell',  tlial  ihe  dead  parts  bv  inspired  with  life,  (Le 
iosensible  feci  motions  ol'  joy,  and  those  ibikl  uant  a  voice  breik 
forth  in  pruMs,  to  ntlorn  th«  divine  triumph.     Wttb  what  life 
and  alacrity  will  ibc  saints  in  ihcir  hles»cd  coinmunion,  eelcbreta 
titc  object  of  tbeir  l»vc  and   prnises  ?     The  Semphini  about  the     , 
ihrnne  rried  lo  one  another,  to  express  their  xeal  and  joy,  !■■ 
ectcbraliiig  hi<i  eternal  purity  ond  power,  and  llie   f^lory  of  I^H 
goodness.     O   the  unspeakable  pleasure  of  this  concert !  whea 
every  soul  is  harmonious,  and  contributes  his  part  lo  the  full 
sic  of  heaven.     O  could  we  hear  but  some  echo  of  tfaoae 
wherewith  the  heaven  of  heavens  resounds,  fcome 
those  voices  wherewith  the  uiinltt  above  triumpb  in  the  pi 
in  (ijc  nolcnin  adornlton  of  (he  kiiifc  of  spirits,  how  would  it 
flame  our  lie.sires  lobe  joine<l  with  ihvm?     "  Hlcsifed  are  tbi 
that  nre  in  thy  house,  they  always  praise  th*o.*' 

[3.]  The  fobtesa  of  joy  in  heaven  ia  evetiutiog,  witiwat 
led,  and  without  end. 

(I.)  It  is  undccayiog,  the  productive  causes  are  eoi 
of  it,  being  always  cquul.     Those  are  the  beatific  object,  and  dw 
continual  fruition  nf  it-     Whilst  we  aie  here  below,  the  mmtt 
righlpousne89,  as  to  our  perception  and  sense,  has  aseensioM 
iutd  declinations,  accesses  and  recesses.     And  oar  Mrlb  is  not  s> 
purified,  but  some  vapors  arise  that  intercept  his  ^eerful  re- 
ireshine  light.    Prom  henee  there  are  alternate  suceeMloMof 
spiritual  comforts  and  soriows,  of  doubts  and  filial  confidence i 
the  saints.     It  is  a  rare  favor  of  heaven,  when  a  humble  belie 
in  his  whole  coumc  is  so  circumspect,  as  not  to  provoke  God 
appear  disple.i.sei]  n^inst  him :    when  a  christian  ( as  those  lu 
lar  angels  spoken  of  in  Ihe  i;»spel )  iilways  beholds  the  face  of  hit 
heavenly  Father,  and  converses  with  him  with  a  holy  liberty. 
And  what  a  lornienl  the  "hiding  God's  face"  is  lo  it'icaerUi 
•loul  only  (hey  know  who  feel  it.     Kxlernnl  troubles  are 
times  attended  with  more  consolations  to  ihe  spirit,  than  •! 
lions  lo  sense;  but  to  love  God   with  a  transcendent   afTeei 
and  to  fear  he  is  our  enemy,  no  punishment  exceeds,  or  is 
to  it.     As  hl^  lovinc;  kindness  in  their  esteem  is  belter  Ihan  Itle, 
so  his  displeasure  is  worse  than  death.     How  do  they  wreMlp 
with  Gnd  by  prayers  and  tears,   and  offer,  as  it  were,   a  holy 
violence  lothe  King  of  heaven,  In  recover  their  first  serenity 
mind,  the  lost  peace  of  heart '  how  passion-itely  dothey  cry     _ 
with  Job  in  the  book  of  his  p.ilience,()  that  I  were  as  in  rnonlta 
past  as  in  the  days  when  (iod  preserved  me  ;  when  his  ci 
•hincd  upon  my  head,  when  by  his  tight  I  walked  through  D. 
nets ;  as  I  was  in  the  days  of  my  youth,  when  the  secret  of 
.was  upon  my  tabernacle !  Job.  39.  i,  3.     And  sometimes  God 
lays  the  revealing  himself  oven  to  his  dearest  children  ;  uo( 
he  does  not  scv  their  ncceititics,  and  hear  their  prayers,  oc  isa» 
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in),  that  till  Ibejr  exlremitiea  Ite  is  not  moved  with  compassion, 
but  for  wiic  ftnd  ho\y  reasons :  either  "  that  tJicjr  may  iiui  return 
to  foUjr,"  if  bj  Any  presumptuous  sin  tlitj"  furfeiled  ihvir  pvace  ; 
or  if  llicy  have  been  carelut  to  please  him,  yel  he  iiiajr  deprive 
Ibeu  of  spinlunl  rorarorls  for  a  time,  to  keep  Ihenn  huinbk-,  and 
that  witli  an  obedient  resignation  to  his  sovereign  pleasure  they 
may  wait  for  his  reviving  presence.  And  then  joy  returns  great- 
er thai)  before  :  for  ifau.t  God  usuallr  rentier*  with  interest,  what 
he  suspended  only  for  trial.  Uut  the  saints  abore  are  forever 
enligbtcncd  vrilh  the  vital  splendor,  and  dear  regards  of  his  eouo- 
tenaoce,  always  enjoy  bia  beamy  smiles.     A  continual  effusion 

r^ory  illuslrale.i  heaven  and  all  its  blessed  inliabilaDts. 
And  their  conieinplntion  of  God  is  fixed.  If  the  object,  ihoHgb 
extraordinarily  glorious,  were  transient,  or  the  eye  so  weak,  that 
it  could  only  nee  it  but  by  glances,  the  heiglit  of  joy  would  not 
he  pcr^tunl.  But  the  mind  is  prepared  with  supernatural  vigor, 
to  ICO  the  brightness  of  God'a  face,  and  by  the  most  atlenlive 
■ppliralion  always  converses  with  that  blcMcd  object :  so  (hat 
the  joy  of  hearen  is  never  intermitted  for  a  moment.  They  *l- 
wavs  s«c,  and  lore,  and  rejoice,  »nd  prnise  him. 

It  is  poasible  a  carnal  suspitnnn  may  arise  in  some,  as  if  the  uni- 
form perpetual  vision  of  the  same  glory  might  lose  its  perfect  de- 
ll ght/ulne.-n.  For  those  who  aeelc  for  happiness  in  the  vanity  of 
the  creatures,  arc  always  desirous  of  change,  and  have  (heir 
judgments  so  corrupted,  thai  while  they  languish  with  a  secret 
desire  alter  an  unchangeable  God,  yet  they  conceive  no  God 
34  desirable,  thai  is  not  changed. 

^  But  to  correct  this  gross  error  of  fancy,  let  us  a  little  inwiire 

hto  the  eauBcs  of  dissaliifaclion,  that  make  the  constant  fruition 

mf  the  same  ihin^  ttere  to  be  tedious. 

■-  I .  Sensible  things  are  of  such  a  limited  goodness,  that  not  aaj 
of  them  can  su|^ly  all  our  present  wants,  so  that  it  is  necessary  to 
leave  one  for  another.  And  the  most  of  them  arc  remedies  of 
our  diseased  appetites,  and  if  not  temperately  used,  are  destruc- 
tive evils.  Killing  and  drinking  are  to  ezttnguish  hunger  and 
tltirst,  but  rnntinued  beyond  just  me-uuie,  become  nauseou*. 
Besides  the  insufficiency  of  their  objects,  the  senses  theraselveft 
eennot  be  satisfied  all  at  once.  The  ear  cannot  attend  to  delight- 
ful sounds,  Br>d  the  eye  be  intent  on  beautiful  colors  at  the  same 
time.  The  satis/action  of  one  sense  defeats  another  of  enjoying 
lt«  proper  good  ;  therefore  the  same  object  is  not  constantly 
pleasant,  hut  the  heart  is  di^ttenipered  ftotn  as  many  causes,  a* 
there  are  desires  accomplished.  And  farther,  all  things  under 
the  sun  afford  only  a  superficial  deh'ght,  and  miserably  deceive 
the  expectations  raised  of  them  :  and  many  times  there  i*  a  mix- 
ture of  some  evil  in  them,  that  is  more  oRensive  than  the  good 
it  delightful.  The  honey  is  attended  with  a  sting,  so  that  often 
those  very  things  we  sigh  after  through  vehement  desire,  wKen 
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(hey  are  oblained,  w«  >igh  fur  grief.  Now  all  ihew  eauMi  of 
(liMaliHlaclion  ceaw  in  heaven  ;  Tor  Ibere  is  an  infinite  variel/ 
in  <>o<l,  and  whalcver  U  truly  desirable,  is  eminently  enjoyed  ia 
him.  And  in  his  presence  «U  the  powera  o(  the  eoul  are  dnwt 
out  in  their  most  pleasant  exercise,  always  enjoy  their  ealire 
happiness.  The  fruition  of  hiro  exceeds  our  most  raised  hopcj, 
as  much  as  he  is  mote  glorious  in  himself,  than  in  any  borrontd 
repreaentalions.  God  will  be  to  us  incoiujiarabiy  '^  above  what 
wc  can  ask  or  think."  The  eoDipSBs  of  our  thoughts,  the  deplb 
of  our  desires  are  imperfect  measures  of  hie  perfecUoDs.  And 
as  he  is  a  pure  good  in  himself,  so  he  is  prevalent  over  ftU  «nl. 
It  is  evident  therefore,  that  nothing  can  allay  the  joys  of  saiaU^ 
when  they  are  in  God's  pri^sence, 

2.  Novelty  i»  not  requisite  tu  ingratiate  ev<-ry  good,  and  mikt 
it  perfectly  delightful.  God  fis  infinitely  happy,  to  whoa  w 
good  was  ever  new.  It  is  indeed  the  sauce  that  giresadeli- 
eious  taste  (o  inferior  things.  For  men  relish  only  what  ia  en- 
inent ;  and  the  good  things  of  this  world  are  90  truly  mean,  that 
they  are  fain  to  borrow  a  .iliew  of  grealnes*,  by  comparison  wiii 
a  worse  estate  preceding.  But  an  infinite  good  pioduccs  alwiyt 
the  same  pure,  ei)ual,  complete  joy,  because  it  arises  fmm  in  in- 
trinsic perfection,  that  wants  no  foil  to  command  it.  The  Psalm- 
ist breaks  forth,  "  Whom  have  1  in  heaven  but  thee  V  Thiiii 
no  vanishing  rapture,  but  a  constant  joyful  height  of  afTedioD. 
God,  the  essential  liappineM  of  the  saints,  is  always  perfedlf 
lovely  and  delightful  to  them. 

3.  The  glorified  saints  in  every  period  of  (heir  happy  stste, 
have  05  lively  a  perception  of  it  as  in  the  beginning.  To  mdi) 
this  evident,  we  must  consider  that  the  pleasure  of  DOTeMf 
springs  from  a  quick  sense  of  the  opposite  terms,  between  our 
eoiMJilion  in  the  want  of  wme  desired  good,  and  aAer  obtainii 
it.  Now  the  mind  is  more  intense  on  the  advantage,  mnd  ni 
strongly  affected  at  first.  One  newly  freed  from  the  tormentlj 
a  sharp  disease,  feels  a  gieater  pleasure  than  from  ■  cons 
tenor  of  health.  Those  who  are  raised  from  a  low  state  to  < 
ifienl  dignity,  nre  transported  with  their  first  change;  but' 
tract  of  lime,  the  remembrance  of  their  mean  condition 
weakened  and  g^ent,  that  it  is  like  the  shadow  of  a  dream, . 
pioportionably  their  joy  is  lessened.  Honors,  like  perfumes,  '< 
custom,  nre  less  sensible  to  those  (hat  carry  them.  But  th«  sstl 
above  always  consider  and  feel  the  excellent  difference  b«twe 


*  Vius  aos  Wdium  tenet  timor  mortia,  naiat  omne  roMUium,  nee  hi 
Boa  idia  (alicicaa  potest.    Csum  antein  est,  quod  non  iMTrvenimiif  mI  itl 
nan  inmaiMuii  ei  insapenbUe,  vkA  iiec«Me  eel,  conaiatai  nntils 
naatra,  4)iiia  ulrra  wmmum  non  Mt  lociia.    iSnwc.  Ep.  74. 

t  EC  fl'  »i)V<(  a'ttiit   ti'n.  If  a'vttf  nmi'ti,-  tfit'^i  i^al.     4^1  •"  *»•! 
ti»*  ^•v  Kal  K'nl^'v  X"*e"  ^Jvf'*''     Artst.  Elh.  ).  7.  e.  ok. 
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lir  snffarinK  tnd  triompbint  atate.  The7  nerer  lose  that  rkvieb- 
;part  offeticity,  the  vivid  senae  of  past  evils*  Their  reflections 
:  ■Iwsj's  as  strong  on  the  miser;  from  whence  they  weie  raised 
the  pitch  of  happiness,  as  in  (heir  first  glorious  translatioa.  Id 
at  an  extas;  of  wonder  and  pleasure  will  they  be,  from  the 
A  nemory  of  what  they  were,  and  the  joyful  sense  of  what 
>j  are  ?  1  was  (says  the  admiring;  soul)  poor,  blind,  and  oak- 
;  but,  0  miraculous  and  happy  alteration  !  1  am  full  of  light, 
■iched  with  the  treasures  of  heaven,  adorned  with  divine  glo- 
I  was  under  the  tyrannous  power  of  Satan,  "  but  he  is 
lised  under  my  feet."  I  was  sentenced  to  an  evertasling  sepa- 
ion  from  the  presence  of  God,  my  only  life  and  joy  ;  but 
w  am  possessed  of  my  supreme  good.  0  how  transporting  is 
I  comparison  of  these  wide  and  contrary  extiemes?  How 
latifiil  and  pleasant  is  the  day  of  eternity,  after  such  a  dark 
ipestuous  night !  How  does  the  remembrance  of  such  evtla 
•duce  a  more  lively  and  feeling  fruition  of  such  happiness ! 
w  strangely  and  mightily  does  salvation  with  eternal  glory  af- 
t  the  sonl !  This  gives  a  sprightly  accent  to  their  everlasting 
lelujahs:  this  preserves  an  traectionate  heat  in  (heir  tfaanks- 
LDgs  to  their  victorious  deliverer.  And  thus  their  happiness 
ilways  the  same,  and  always  new.  Their  pleasure  is  con- 
led  in  its  perfection. 


CHAPTER  TIT. 

mumbcf of  poMBwora of  jteaTen  cannot  leawn in falidtr.  Thai 
fthe  niins  m  withoat  end  In  the  fim  eraatioD,  the  nappiiie«  ofangeb 
ad  men  wu  mutalile.  Tbe  hsppmenin  heaTsn  bi  unchanmable  a*  tha 
ire  of  God  to  the  Mints,  and  the  love  of  the  Mintt  to  him.  The  wofiil  fcrilj 
Fmen  in  refusing  sucli  a  happinew.  An  excitation  to  seek  this  haf^riiMK 
"fas  original  moriDg  cauae  ol  conianin^  thia  bappiom^  is  the  mennr  of 
lod:  the  meritorious  cause,  is  the  obedience  ana  posrioa  of  Cbrin.  It  is 
npoaaible  for  an  innocent  creature,  much  more  for  the  fallen  creamn,  to 
eserve  any  good  thin^  from  Ood.  Our  Sanour  elated  the  guih  of  m, 
tid  bjr  the  meriii  of  hia  obedience  puichaaed  the  kingdtMn  of  Iteaven  tat 
etievera. 

rhe  number  of  possessors  cannot  lessen  their  felicity.  The 
ino  presence  is  an  unwasted  Rpring  of  [deasure,  equally  fuO 
I  open  to  all,  and  abundantly  suScient  to  satisfy  tbe  immensity 
(heir  desires.  Envy  reigns  in  this  world,  because  earthly 
ngs  are  so  imperfect  ia  their  nature,  and  so  pecoUtr  ia  their 
■esstoH)  that  they  cannot  auffiee,  nor  be  anjo^d  by  all.     But 
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-|n  hekvcii  nona  is  touched  with  that  ban,  low  paasioo  :  for  Goi 
conUini  nil  (hat  i-t  precious  and  desirable  in  the  hiehcst  degran 
or  pcrrerttut),  and  all  partake  of  hta  unircnal  i;oodncM,  wilhaM 
JDlerri'plirig  one  another,  in  the  kiiii;il»iii  o(  licnvvn  ihrrs  iin 
eauae  lor  the  ctd«r  brother  to  reptm-  at  the  falhrr'a  iMOntfl* 
the  younger,  nor  fur  the  /gunner  lu  supplant  the  elder  to  obtata 
Che  birthTiK)it.  "  The  hein  of  God"  are  all  raised  lo  sorereign 
glory ;  aitd  every  one  enjoys  him  as  entirely  and  fully,  u  if 
•olely  his  felicity.  God  ia  a  good,  as  indixjiaibit,  aa  iliiEnIr, 
and  not  diminished  by  the  moat  liberal  contnunieations  of  lun- 
self.  We  may  illuslriiic  this,  by  comparing  the  prie«  of  oar  r«- 
demption,  and'  Iho  reward.  The  death  of  Christ  is  a  univcnd 
benefil  to  all  the  saints ;  yet  it  is  so  applied  lo  every  beliartr 
for  his  perfect  rederaption,  aa  if  our  Saviour  in  all  liis  b^mh 
and  Bufrerinp  had  no  other  in  his  eye  and  heart ;  as  if  all  hk 

Sprayers,  his  tears,  his  blooti,  were  ofiercd  up  to  his  father  ody 
or  thnt  person.  The  common  res)>oet  of  it  Iho  Apoalle  dacbrtl 
in  those  admirable  words,  that  signify  such  an  exccta  of  Gafi 
love  to  us  :  "  He  that  spared  not  his  own  son,  but  deliveredUs 
Dp  for  US  all,  bow  «hall  ho  not  with  him  also  freely  give  as  all 
Ihinga  ?"  Uut  to  imagine  that  the  •  propriety  of  every  betiTer  ii 
thereby  prejudiced,  is  not  only  fal»e,  but  extremely  injurious  H 
the  merit  and  dignity,  and  to  the  infinite  love  of  Christ.  Tbetf* 
fore  the  same  .\paalle  tells  us,  "The  life  which  I  now  liveil 
tha  fle.ih,  I  live  by  the  failh  of  the  Sou  of  God,  who  loved  toe. 
snd  gave  himself  for  me ;"  as  if  he  were  the  sole  object  « 
Cbrist'a  love,  the  end  and  reward  of  hia  sufferings.  Aod  lUl 
spproprialing  of  it  lo  himself,  is  no  prejudice  to  the  rights  of  il 
others  :  St.  John  describes  himself  by  that  truly  glorious  title, 
*<  the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved."  Could  he  speak  this  of  faia- 
wlf,  without  the  injury  and  indignaiiofl  of  the  otbvr  diKiph 
Certainly  he  might.  For  if  we  consider  that  inconiprcboil 
love  of  Christ,  vxprfssod  to  iheni  all  at  his  last  supper, 
Judas  waa  f^uc  forth  ;  '^  .\s  the  Father  hath  loved  me,  so  1  bi 
loved  you  ;"  we  may  easily  understand,  that  every  one  of  tli 
might  justly  believe  that  he  was  singularly  boloved  of  Chr 
Th«y  were  all  received  in  the  heart,  though  ( with  John)  i 
did  not  all  lean  on  the  breast  of  their  divine  master.  The 
heaven  God  is  the  universal  treasure  of  all  the  saints,  and  i 
peeulinr  portion  of  every  one  ;  not  engrossed  by  poasessini;, 
wasted  by  enjoying,     f  As  by  his  esMnce  he  equally  hits 

*  EA  totuni  M  ilcdit  iinivenia,  M  tMum  linfulak    \e  per  hoe  fTiiici)ai4 1 
aioae  aiis  Salvkiot  prKMii,  Ricut  loium  ei  oabent  luiiveni,  ajo  ■iofuU  j 
quod  pnipfl  \tnr  plua  aiaifuk  iiuiun  univacsi,  quod  tntum  au«p«unt  i ' 
quantum  uniT«m.    Salviati. 

tSi  Kitdini  miiltiiiiiln  lilann^  aon  int4>r  «•  paitievbitiiii  ewnminwail  I 
lanquam  cibo*:  wd  omnoqiKMl  sonat  m  ommbua  HMunaM,  eti 
turn.    .Mvgatl.  in  Ep.  ad  FoJiuMn. 
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wdrJrf.  nnd  tttrj  pari  of  it,  and  by  hU  providence  etiuallj 
fftgirds  sll  niid  cvety  piii-ticiilar  crealurv;  so  in  heaven  he  dis- 
pcnwil  the  riches  ufhiii  love  to  all,  (hut  tlicy  Ciinnol  desire  more, 
if  every  one  of  them  were  the  sole  heir  of  all  the  merit*  of  his 
Bon,  and  enjoy  him  alone  forever. 

(i. )  The  blesacdneas  of  the  saints,  as  it  is  without  iliminuti<Mi, 
n  It  is  without  end  :  it  is  complete  and  continual  forever.  This 
ntikcs  heaven  to  be  heaven  ;  the  sccurily  is  as  valuable  as  the 
felicity.  There  is  no  satiety  of  the  present,  no  solicitude  for  the 
jlure.  Were  there  a  possibility,  or  the  luast  !iu!ipii:ioii  of  losing 
ast  happy  stale,  it  would  cast  an  asrpersion  of  billcnicss  upon  all 
heir  delights:  it  would  disturb  their  peaceful  fruition,  and  joy- 
il  tranquility  ;  as  hope  in  misery  allays  sorrow,  so  fear  in  hap- 
pineH  dashes  joy  ;  and  the  more  excellent  the  happiness  is,  the 
more  stinging  would  be  the  fear  of  losing  it :  "  Bui  the  inherit* 
ancc  reserved   in  heaven,  is  immortal,  tindeftled,  and  fades  not 

feway."  And  the  tenure  of  iheir  pu)i.«i-<<si»n  it  infinitely  firm,  by 
le  promitc  of  God,  who  i«  truly  immutable,  and  immutably 
true  ;  and  by  the  divine  power,  the  support  of  their  everlaMing 
duration.  Our  Saviour  assures  his  disciples,  "  Because  I  live,  ye 
shall  live  also ;"  and  "  he  lives  for  evermore."  This  blessed  pHvi* 
lego  the  Mints  have  by  Jesus  Christ,  (who  ohlnincd  eternal  re- 
demption fot  them)  above  the  grace  given  to  angels  and  men  in 
the  fir^t  creation.  The  angoU  were  upon  tri.il  of  their  obedi- 
ence, not  in  a  determined  slate  of  felicity  :  the  first  dcclinalioo 
of  love  and  subjeetton  w.ts  fatal  to  them.  Woful  ehange !  Hov 
antilce  to  themselves  in  tlieir  original  purity  and  glory  I  An  Ub- 
paralleled  example  of  the  fraility  of  the  creature,  and  the  divine 
■everity.  Man  did  stand  in  paradise  for  a  little  while,  and  had 
■  ruinous  fall  with  all  his  projrcny :  "  But  the  glorified  saints  sit 
with  Christ  in  heavenly  places,"  and  enjoy  an  unrhanp;eabl« 
hap|Mnc3s,  as  permanent  as  the  evcri-isling  author  of  it,  and  the 
everlasting  mmiI,  the  subject  of  it-  With  Ood  in  Ike  /ounJoin  of 
t^e :  who  can  pluck  them  out  of  the  hands  and  bosom  of  a  era- 
eious  God  *  He  will  never  withdraw  his  love,  and  they  bmII 
never  forfeit  it.  For  sin  is  from  Ihc  peiverseness  of  the  will, 
and  the  disorder  of  the  afteclions,  joined  with  some  error  of  the 
mind  :  but  in  iho  light  of  glorr,  and  full  enjoyment  of  God,  the 
understanding  is  so  perfectly  illumtnafcd,  the  will  and  afTeeiions 
■n  ttiecedingly  satisfied,  that  it  is  impossible  they  should  ai>pre- 
^end  erroneously,  or  desire  irregularly.  God  is  love,  attd  will 
kindle  in  the  suinls  a  pure  affection,  that  eternity  shall  not  le»- 
«en.  In  the  present  state  our  love  is  imperfect,  and,  ns  fire  out 
of  its  sphere,  dies  away  by  our  neglect  to  feed  it  hy  proper  ma- 
terials, enamouring  considerations  of  God  :  hut  in  heaven,  tbe 
oncrcated  sun  attracts  every  eye  with  the  light  of  his  beauty, 
and  inflames  every  heart  with  thn  heat  of  his  love.  The  glori- 
presence  of  God  is  in  difterent  respects  the  cause  and  effeet 
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of  our  low  to  him ;  for  the  eight  of  God  is  the  most  powrr 
attractive  to  love  him,  and  love  fixes  ihe  mind  upon  hiin.     Atl 
the  persevering  love  offioii  .•i5»iir<rsthe  eonslunl  fniilionof  hioT 
for  by  love  iho  supreme  f^iwd  is  |>osseaMd  »nd  enjojed.     Tha 
Apostle  tclh  us,  Ckarily  never  J'aiU,  and  therefore  the  hip 
nDss  of  heaven  never  fails.     Thejr  enjor  a  better  intmonalit] 
Iban  the  tree  of  life  could  have  preserved  in  Adam.     The  ter 
lutions  of  the  heavens,  and  a^cs,  are  under  (heir  feel,  and  ca 
Dot  in  the  least  alter  or  determine  their  happineu.     After  ll 
pusiof;  of  millions  of  j^ears,  Mill  an  entire  eternity  rernalnil 
(heir  enjoying  God.     0  most  desirable  state  '  where  blessedne' 
and  eteniity  are  inseparably  united.     0  joyful  harmony!  wb4 
(he  full  chorus  of  heaven  shall  sing,  "  This  Uod  ia  our  God  i 
over  and  ever."     This  adds  an  infinite  weight  to  their  gla 
This  redoubles  (heir  joys  wiih  rnfinitc  swrelneu  and  securll* 
for  the  direct  pleasure  of  enjoying  God,  ts  attended  HithlB 
pleasant  reflection  it  Hhall  continue  forever.     They  repose  UmD 
selves  in  the  complete  fruiltun  of  their  happiness.     God  rei)| 
in  the  saints,  »txA  they  live  in  him  forever.     Kternily  crownsi 
consummates  their  felicity. 


THE  APPLICATION. 


From  what  hu  been  discoursed,  ire  should. 
Consider  (he  ivoful  follv  of  men  in  refusing  such  a  ha; 
ntn,  thai  by  the  admirHblc  favor  of  God  is  oflereo  to  their  ehot 
Can  lher«  be  an  expectation,  ot  desire,  or  capttcity  in  nut 
enjoying  a  happiness  beyond  what  is  infinite  and  elernol  P  O  bl 
aitd  wretched  world!  m  careless  of  everlasting  felielty. 
can  behold,  without  compassion  and  indignation,  men  vai 
seckin)i;  for  happiness  where  it  is  not  to  be  I'ouihI,  and  ( after 
numerable  diMppointments)  Hying  at  an  impossibility,  and  neg- 
lect their  sovcrei^rn  and  final  blessedness  }  An  error  in  the  first 
inquiry  might  have  some  color  of  an  excuse  ;  but  having  been 
so  often  deceived  with  painted  graprc  for  the  fruits  of  paradise, 
that  men  should  still  seek  for  substantia)  blessedness  to  fill  tiM 
soul,  in  vain  shows  thai  can  only  feed  the  eye,  is  beyond 
degrees  of  folly.  Antonishing  madness !  that  God  and  heavi 
should  be  despised,  in  eompnrison  of  painted  trifles.  This  adi 
the  greatrKi  roniumciy  to  their  impiety.  What  powerful  cbai 
obstructs  their  true  judging  of  things?  What  ^irit  of  ert« 
possesses  them  f  AXaa,  etental  things  are  vtueen  !  not  of  cw 
spicuous  moment,  and  therefore  in  the  carnal  balance  are  estecBt* 
m)  light,  against  temporal  things  present  to  the  sense.  "  It  does 
itol  appear  what  we  shall  be:"  (he  veil  of  the  visible  beaveo* 
nover*  the  sanctuaty  where  JESL'S  oar  high  priest  is  eotered, 
*ikI  *la|M  the  inquiring  eye. 
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Bat  bm  we  not  uauraDce  by  the  OMMt  utUUUe  piiiieiides  of 
bith,  that  the  Sod  of  God  came  down  from  heaveD  to  live  with 
ua,  and  die  for  us,  aod  that  he  rose  again  to  confirm  our  belief, 
in  his  "  exceeding  great  and  precious  promises"  concerning  this 
happiness  in  the  future  sute?  And  do  not  the  moat  erident 
prineiples  of  reawn  and  universal  experience  prove,  that  this 
world  cannot  afford  true  happiness  to  us  ?  How  nrelcfaedly  do 
we  forfeit  the  pierogative  of  the  reasonable  nature,  by  neglect- 
ing our  last  and  blessed  end  ?  If  the  mind  be  darkened,  that 
it  does  not  see  the  amiable  ezcellencies  of  God,  and  the  will  be 
depraved,  that  it  does  not  feel  their  ravishing  power;  the  nan 
eeases  to  be  a  man,  and  becomes  like  the  beasts  that  perish.  Aa  « 
blind  eye  is  no  longer  an  eye,  being  absolutely  useless  to  that  end 
for  which  it  was  made.  And  ibou^  in  this  present  state  men  are 
■tupid  and  uoeoBcemed,  yet  hereafter  their  misery  will  awaken 
Ifaem,  to  discover  what  is  that  supreme  good  wherein  their  pei^ 
lection  and  felicity  consists.  When  their  folly  shall  be  e^wsed 
before  God,  angels  and  saints,  in  what  eztreme  confusion  will 
they  aj^iear  before  that  ^rioos  and  immense  theatre  ?  Our 
Saviour  told  the  unbelieving  Jews,  "  There  shall  be  weeping, 
and  gnashing  of  teeth ;  when  ye  shall  see  Abraham,  and  Isaac, 
and  Jacob,  and  all  the  Prophets  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  you 
yourselves  turned  oat ."  They  shall  be  tortured  with  the  de- 
sire of  happiness,  without  possible  satisfaction.  It  is  most  just, 
that  those  who  err  without  exeuae,  should  repent  without  remedy. 

Let  us  be  seriously  excited  lo  apply  ourselTes  with  inflamed 
desires,  and  our  utmost  diligeoce,  to  obtain  this  unchangeable 
happiness :  in  order  to  this,  we  shall  consider  the  caoses  of  it, 
and  the  means  whereby  it  is  obtained. 

The  original  moving  cause,  is  the  pare  rich  mercy  of  God, 
that  prepared  it  fw  his  people,  and  prepares  them  for  it.  The 
procuring  cause,  is  the  meritorious  efficacy  declared  by  the  Apos- 
tle -,  "  The  wages  of  sin  is  death ;  but  the  giA  of  God  is  elcnial 
lite,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  I^ord." 

I.  The  designing,  the  preparation,  and  actual  bestowing  of  th« 
heavenly  glory,  is  from  the  mercy  of  God.  This  will  appear  by 
eoosideriof^ 

(1.)  That  it  is  absolutely  impossible  that  a  mere  ereatnre, 
though  perfect,  should  deseire  any  thing  from  God:  for  enjoy- 
ing its  being  and  powers  of  working  from  his  goodness,  the  pro- 
duct of  all  is  entirely  due  lo  him;  aod  the  payment  of  a  debt 
acquires  no  title  lo  a  reward :  he  is  the  proprietary  and  Lord  of 
aO  by  creation.  Hence  it  is  clear,  that  inthe  order  of  distribu- 
tive justice,  nothing  can  be  challenged  from  him. 

(2.)  Besides,  sacfa  is  (he  infinite  perfection  of  God  in  himself, . 
that  no  benefit  can  redound  to  him  by  the  service  of  the  crea- 
ture :  "  When  you  have  done  all,  say  you  are  nopiofitahle  ser- 
vants ;  for  we  nave  done  bat  what  we  ought  to  do."    The  neg* 
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loci  of  our  dutjr  justlj  exposes  lo  puiiisbiaent ;  but  the  p«r 
tmae  of  it  deserve!  do  reward,  because  no  advantage  accrue*  I 
Uml  by  it :  '*  Who  hath  first  ^ivcn  unto  him,  and  it  ^all  be 
compen^ed  to  him  agjiin?"     Me  challciigGit  all  creatures,  ef 
of  thi-  hiithCKt  order.     To  iipenk  Hthcllj'  therefore,  when  Gl 
eroM'iiK  ihe  nap:h  with  f^My,  he  f^Wcn  what  is  tnerelj  bis 
and  does  not  i-eiider   what  is  theirs.     11*  be  should  leave 
ill  tbeir  pure  nature,  or  deprive  ibem  of  Ihe  beine,  he  were  , 
loser,  nor  injurious  to  tbem :  for  what  law  binds  him  to  eorid 
them  wilh  immortal  glor.T,  who  arc  no  ways  profitable  to  bim,  i 
to  preserve   ihat  being  they  had  from  his  unexcitcd  goodiies 
No  creuturc  can  i;ivv  lo  htm  ;  therefore  none  can  receive  i 
him,  hy  way  nf  viiluable  consideralion. 

(3.)  There  is  no  proportion  between  Ihe  best  works  of  me 
anil  the  excellency  of  the  rewaid,  much  less  an  equivalence, 
was  the  just  and  humble  acknowledgment  of  Jacob   to  Qod, '*J 
am  loss  (ban  the  least  ot  all  thy  mercies;"  those  that  conn 
pruviilenre  dispenses  for  the  »u|)port  a»d  refrcihrncnt  of  th 
temporal  life  ;  but  how  much  lejM   than  the  glorious  vxcellcncil 
of  the  sujternatural  divine  life,  wherein  the  iaiola  rctgn  «il 
God  forever.'     The  most  costly,   the  most  difficult  arid  hi 
ous  services  arc  equally  nothing  in  point  of  merit,  with  the  ] 
in;;  but  "u  rup  of  cold  water  to  a  disciple  of  Christ," 
being  no  coi  rc^Mndcnce  in  value  between  them  and  thckinedd 
of  heaven.     The  Aixtstte  tells  us,  "  1  count  the  suffeiings  of  tt 
present  life  are  nut  to  be   compared  to  Ihe  glory  that  shall 
revealed  in  us  ;"  and  suA'ering  is  more  than  doing.     God  rewa 
his  faithful  servants,  not  according  to  the  dignity  of  their  worl^ 
but  his  own  liberality  and  munilicenee.     Aa  Alexander  havtj 
ordered  fifty  talents  of  gold  lo  l>e  given  lo  a  gentleman  in  poveij 
to  supply  bis  want ;  and  he  surprised  with  tliat  immense  bou 
modestly  said,  ten  were  enough :  he  replied,  "  If  fifty  u* 
much  for  you  to  receive,  ten  ate  loo  little  for  me  to  give  ;  Ihe^ 
fore  do  yoQ  loceive   as  poor,  I  will  give  as  a  king."     Thus  G( 
in  Ibe  di<rpenEing  his  favors,  docs  not  respect  the  meant 
our  persons  or  services,  but   gives  to  us  as  a  God.     And 
eloarcsl  notion  of  ibc  Deity  is,  that  he  is  a  being  inAnile  in  i 
perfections,  therefore  all-suSicienl,  and  moal  willing  to  inalt*  ' 
crealuri-s  completely  happy. 

(i.)  If  a  creulure  perfectly  holy,  lhat  never  sinned,  is  ur 
nable  to  merit  any  thing  from  God,  much  less  ran  those  who 
Imrn  in  a   sinful   state,  and   gttilty  of  innumerable  actual   tra 
([reflsions,  pretend  lo  deserve  any  reward  for  their  work;. 
were  presumption,  inspired  by  proiligious  Taoitv.     Fur, 

I .  By  his  m(»l  free  grace  they  are  restored  in  convcrMon] 
thai  spiritual  power  by  which  they  serve  him.     The  cbaoa 
not  a  dvailt-r  lump  before  the  Spirit  of  God  moved  on  ihe  fi| 
of  the   waters,  than  the  best  of  men  were  before  the  vital 
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enees  of  the  ipirit  wrou^t  upon  them :  lad  for  this  thef  are  w 
deepljr  obliged  to  God,  that  if  i  thoomnd  limes  more  for  his  glo- 
17  were  performed,  70!  thn  unnot  disehwge  what  Ihejr  owe. 

t.  The  contiDuanee  and  increaae  of  the  powerful  BuppUps  of 
grace  to  the  Mints,  who  even  since  dieir  I10I7  calling  hy  manj 
lapses  have  justly  deserved  that  Ood  diould  withdraw  bis  grieved 
Spiritf  are  new  obligations  to  thankMoess ;  and  the  more  grace, 
the  less  merit. 

3.  The  best  worica  of  men  are  imperfect,  allajed  with  the 
mixtures  of  infirmities,  and  not  of  full  we^t  in  the  divine  bal- 
ance. If  Ood  ^onld  ftrietlf  examine  our  rigfateousoeu,  it  will 
be  found  neither  pure  nor  perfect  in  his  eyes,  and  without  favor 
and  indulgence  would  be  rejected.  And  that  wUch  wants  pardon, 
cannot  deserve  praise  and  gloTT'.  *'  He  shews  mercy  to  thou- 
sands  that  love  him,  and  keep  his  commandments."  If  obedience 
were  meritorious,  it  were  strict  justice  to  reward  them.  The 
Apostle  prays  for  Onesiphorus,  who  bad  exposed  himself  to 
great  danger  for  bis  love  to  the  gospel ;  "  The  Lord  grant  he 
may  find  mercy  in  that  day."  The  di/tne  mercy  gives  the 
crowD  of  life  to  the  faithful  in  the  day  of  eternal  recompense. 

II.  The  raentorious  cause  of  our  obtaining  heaven,  is  the 
obedience  of  Jeaus  Christ,  comprehending  all  that  he  did  and 
suffered  to  reconcile  God  to  us.  From  him,  as  the  eteroal  word, 
we  have  all  benefits  in  the  order  of  nature ;  "  for  all  thion  were 
made  by  him,"  and  for  him,  as  the  incarnate  word,  ul  good 
things  in  the  order  of  grace.  What  we  enjoy  in  time,  and  ex- 
pect in  eternity,  is  by  him.  To  shew  v^at  influence  his  medi- 
ation has  to  make  us  happy,  we  mast  consider, 

1 .  Man  by  his  rebellion  justly  forfeited  his  happiness,  and  the 
Uw  exacts  precisely  the  forfeiture.  Pure  justice  requires  the 
crime  should  be  punished  according  to  its  quality,  much  less 
will  it  suffer  the  guilty  to  enjoy  the  javor  of  God  :  for  sin  is  not 
to  be  considered  as  an  offence  and  injury  to  a  private  person, 
but  the  violation  of  a  law,  snd  a  disturbance  in  the  order  of  go- 
vernment :  so  that  to  preserve  the  honor  of  governing  justice, 
an  equivalent  repara'ion  was  appointed.  Till  sin  was  expiated 
by  a  proper  sacrifice,  the  divine  goodness  was  a  sealed  spring,  and 
its  blessed  effects  restrained  from  the  guilty  creature.  Now  the 
Son  of  God  in  our  assumed  nature  offered  up  himself  a  sacrifice, 
in  onr  stead,  to  satisfy  divine  justice,  and  removed  the  bar,  that 
mercy  mifcht  he  glorified  in  our  salvation.  The  Apostle  gives 
this  account  of  it ;  We  have  boldness  to  enter  into  the  holiest 
by  the  blood  of  Christ^  by  a  new  and  living  wiy  which  he  hath 
consecrated  for  us  through  the  veil,  that  is  to  say,  his  flesh,  Heb. 
10.  19.  20. 

S.  Such  were  the  most  precious  merits  of  bis  obedience,  that 
it  was  not  only  sufficient  to  free  the  guilty  contaminated  raee  of 
Buikiiid  tnm  bell,  bat  to  parebase  for  them  the  kingdom  of 
VOL.  I.  60 
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beaven.  If  we  ooDsider  his  humao  nature,  all  pvces  were  bora 
with  htm,  as  ra^a  with  the  lun,  and  ahined  in  the  whole  count 
of  his  life  in  the  excellence  <^  perfection.  And  the  dignity  of 
his  divine  person  derived  an  immeDse  value  to  all  he  performed 
u  mediator.  One  act  of  hia  obedience  was  more  honorahleto 
God,  than  all  the  lives  of  the  saints,  the  deaths  of  the  martjn, 
and  the  service  of  the  ani^cls.  God  was  more  pleased  in  tbe 
obedience  of  his  beloved  Son,  than  he  was  ptovoked  hj  tbe 
rebellion  of  his  eervants.  Therefore,  as  the  just  reconipenBe 
of  it,  he  conslituted  him  to  be  universal  head  of  the  ehufcb, 
supreme  judge  of  the  world  ;  invested  him  with  divine  glor;, 
and  with  power  to  communicate  it  to  his  faithful  servants :  "  He 
is  the  Prince  of  life."  In  short,  it  is  as  much  upon  the  bccodoI 
of  Christ's  sufferings  that  we  are  glorified,  as  that  we  are  forgi- 
ven. The  wounds  be  received  in  his  body,  the  characters  of 
ignominy,  and  footsteps  of  death,  are  the  fountains  of  our  gloij. 
His   abasement  is  the   cause  of  our  exaltation. 

If  it  be  said,  this  seems  to  lessen  the  freeness  of  this  gift,  tbe 
answer  is  clear : 

This  was  due  to  Christ  but  undeserved  by  us.  Besides,  tlie 
appointing  his  son  to  be  our  Mediator  in  the  way  of  our  ransoin, 
was  the  most  glorious  work  of  his  goodness. 


CHAPTER  Vm. 

The  gospel  requires  cgiialificatioDS  in  all  that  shall  obtain  the  kingdom  of  hct- 
yen.  The  renovalion  of  man  according  to  the  likeness  of  Go<l,  is  indispen- 
sably requisite  for  tlie  enjoying  of  God.  Reneiviiig  grace  described.  Tha 
windom  and  justico  of  God  requirea  (hat  men  be  Mnciified  before  ihey  tie 
adinittcd  into  heaven.  Without  saDCtificauon,  tbere  is  a  mors)  incapaciij 
of  enjoying  the  beatific  vision. 

The  means  of  tour  obtaining  heaven  are  to  he  considered. 
Though  the  divine  goodness  be  free  in  its  acts,  and  ihere  can  be 
nothing  in  the  creature  of  merit,  or  inducement  to  prevail  upon 
God  in  the  nature  of  a  cause,  yet  lie  requires  qualifications  in  all 
those  who  shall  enjoy  that  blessed  unchangeable  kingdom.  The 
Apostle  expressly  dei;lares,  it  is  not  of  hiin  that  «ills,  nor  of  him 
that  runs,  hut  of  God  that  aheweth  mercy,  Rom.  9.  16.  Bui 
we  must  distinguish  the  effects  of  this  mercy,  which  are  dispen- 
sed in  that  order  the  gospel  lays  down.  The  first  mercy  is  the 
powerful  calling  the  sinner  from  his  corrupt  and  wretched  state; 
a  second  mercy  is  the  pardoning  his  sins ;  the  last  and  most  em- 
inent is  the  glorifying  him  in  heaven.     Now  it  is  clear,  that  in 
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this  place  the  ■hewing  of  hia  meicy,  aigntfiea  Ihe  preveoting 
grace  of  God  ia  conversion  ;  for  in  the  I6th  verae  it  ii  said, 
Ood  shews  mercy  "  to  whom  he  will,  and  whom  he  will  he  bar- 
dens."  Where  it  is  evident  tha.tahewmg  mercy  is  opposed  not  to 
eondemniog  but  to  hardening ;  and  consequently  the  intent  of 
the  words  is  this,  that  divine  grace  overcomes  Ihe  rebellioos 
will,  softens  the  stiff  and  stubborn  heart,  and  makes  it  pliant  to 
obedience.  This  Hows  from  his  pure  good  will  and  pleasure, 
without  the  least  motive  from  the  iucliuatjons  or  endcarors  of 
sinful  men.  But  the  other  effect:)  of  God's  mercy  require  con- 
ditions io  the  subjects  that  receive  them  :  for  he  pardons  only 
penitent  believers,  and  glorifies  none  but  persevering  saints. 

To  nake  this  clear,  it  is  worthy  of  observation,  the  go^l 
has  aeveral  denominations.  It  is  called  a  law,  a  covenant,  and  a 
teatametU,  Rom.  3.  27.  1.  It  is  called  Ihe  law  of  faith,  and 
the  law  of  the  spvrilual  life.  As  a  law,  it  signifies  a  new  right 
that  God  has  most  freely  established  in  favor  of  lost  man,  that 
commands  certain  duties,  and  sets  before  them  eternal  life  as  the 
reward  of  obedience,  and  eternal  death  to  the  punishment  of 
disobedience.  According  to  this  the  trial  and  decision  of  men's 
everlasting  states  shall  be,  which  is  the  character  of  a  true  law. 
This  law  of  grace  is  very  different  from  the  law  of  nature,  that 
required  entire  innocence,  and  for  the  least  omission,  or  accus- 
ing act,  pas^d  an  irrevocable  doom  upon  the  offenders  ;  for  that 
strictness  and  severity  is  mollified  by  the  gospel,  which  accepts 
of  sincere  persevering  obedience  though  imperfect ;  accordingly 
it  is  called  the  law  of  liberty,  James  2.  But  the  law  of  faith  is 
unalterable,  and  admits  of  no  dispensation  from  the  duties  re- 
quired in  order  to  our  being  everlastingly  happy. 

3.  The  gospel  is  styled  a  covenant  and  that  imports  a  recipro- 
cal engagement  between  parties  for  the  performance  of  the  mat- 
ter contained  in  it.  The  covenant  of  grace  includes  the  prom- 
ise of  pardoning  and  rewarding  mercy  on  God's  part,  and  the 
conditions  oa  man's,  with  respect  to  which  it  is  to  be  performed. 
There  is  an  inviolable  dependence  between  them.  He  will  be 
our  God  Io  make  us  happy,  but  we  must  be  bis  people  to  yield 
unreserved  obedience  to  bin,  H*>b.  9.  He  will  be  our  Father, 
and  we  shall  be  his  sons  and  daughters ;  but  it  is  upon  Ihe  terms 
of  purifying  ourselves  frora-all  pollutions  of  the  flesh  and  spirit, 
and  unfeigned  endeavors  to  perfect  holiness  in  bis  fear,  2.  Cor.  7. 
It  is  astonishing  goodness,  that  he  is  pleased  to  condescend  to 
such  a  treaty  with  fallen  creatures  :  by  a  voluntary  promise  he 
encourages  them  ;  but  though  most  free  in  making,  it  is  condi- 
tional in  performance.  The  constancy  of  bis  holy  nature  obliges 
him  to  fulfil  his  word,  but  it  is  if  we  do  not  fail  on  our  part  by 
carelessness  of  our  duty.  A  presumer  may  seal  assurance  to 
himself,  and  be  deceived  in  this  great  matter;  but  "God  will 
oot  be  nuKked."    If  we  prove  false  in  the  covenant,  he  will  be 
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bithful,  and  exclude  ihotc  from  hcAven  Ibm  were  neglectful  of 
(h«  conditions  lo  which  it  is  promised. 

3.  The  gospel  is  styled,  a  ttalament  »e^ed  in  (lie  blood  of 
Christ,  conliruied  by  his  death.  The  donation  of  elerna)  blow* 
iogs  in  il,  is  not  absolnte  and  irrespective,  but  the  beirt  are  ad- 
milted  to  the  posscuion  of  the  inheriunce  according  lo  the  will 
of  (he  rich,  lihcrat,  and  wise  tcitalor.  Tbeie  can  be  no  regular 
title  or  claim  made  out  without  performing  what  is  required. 
And  this  '*is  the  will  of  God  and  Christ,  our  sanclificatioa," 
without  which  we  cannot  enjoj'  it. 

Now  from  hence  we  may  see  the  admirable  agreement  be- 
tween these  two  notions,  that  heaven  is  a  gift,  and  a  reward. 
It  is  a  reward  in  the  order  of  giving  it,  not  due  to  the  work,  but 
from  the  bounty  of  the  giver.  God  eives  heaven  lo  those  ihal 
faithfully  serve  him.  But  their  service  was  due  to  God,  of  n* 
worth  in  respect  of  heaven  ;  so  that  msn's  work  is  no  merit,  aod 
God's  rewani  is  a  gift.  Our  cverlustinj;  glory  must  be  aseri 
to  his  most  free  grace,  as  much  as  (he  pardon  of  our  sins. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  consider,  what  the  f[ospel  dccUree 
be  indispensably  requisite  in  order  to  our  obtaining  heaven : 
is  comprised  in  the  holy  change  or  man's  nature,  which  I  will 
briefly  unfold,  and  shew  how  necessary  it  is  to  qualify  us  for 
celestial  glory. 

I.  This  holy  change  is  expressed  in  scripture  by  the  tww 
birth.  Our  Saviour,  with  a  »olemn  repeated  assevcraticin,  (ell* 
Nicodemus;  verily,  verilji  except  a  mait  be  born  again,  he  c«d- 
not  »ee  the  kingdom  of  God,  John  3.  3.  Sin  is  ikalural  to  man 
from  his  conception  and  birth,  aod  infects  with  its  contagion  all 
his  faculties.  This  is  fomented  and  cherished  by  templatioM 
that  easily  encompass  him.  The  underslaiKling  is  polluted  with 
evil  principles,  full  of  strong  prejudices,  and  lofty  imaginaiiona 
against  the  supernatural  mysteries  of  salvation.  It  is  full  of  ig- 
norance and  folly,  and  from  hence  either  rejects  (hem  as  incredi- 
ble, or  despises  them  as  impertinent  or  unprofitable.  The  will 
is  depraved  and  perverse,  full  of  unruly  and  unhallowed  alTec* 
tiona.  The  senses  arc  luxurious  and  rebellious.  In  short,  man 
is  so  viciously  and  scnsit.iUy  inclined,  so  "alienated  from  the 
life  of  God,"  as  if  he  had  no  diviner  pai  t  within  liim,  that  ahotild 
aspire  to  a  spiritual  blessedness,  that  should  reeulate  and  ronlrol 
the  excess  of  tlie  inferior  appetites.  This  is  the  unhappy  char- 
acter Satan  impressed  on  him  in  his  fa]|,  and  without  renovation 
upon  an  Infinite  account  he  is  uncapable  of  seeing  God.  This 
rcrtoralion  consists  not  in  (h«  change  of  his  sub.-^ance,  sa  (ha 
water  was  miraculously  turned  into  wine  at  the  marriogo  in  Cam 
of  Galilee :  The  $ame  soul  with  its  essential  powers,  the  sane 
body  with  its  natural  senses,  the  work  of  the  creator,  remains; 
but  in  the  cleansing  of  his  stained  nature,  in  the  sanctifying  his 
faculties  that  are  the  aprings  of  his  actions,  the  whole  mao  is 
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liokened  into  a  divioe  life,  and  enabled  to  act  in  coaformUjr  to 
it.     And  of  this  the  new  birtli  is  a  convenient  illiulnlion.     An 
active  prindpio  of  hoHneas  ts  planted  in  him,  that  sprinf^  up  into 
visible  Bclions.     The  Apoittle  particulaHy  expresses  it  in  his 
earnost  prayer  for  Ihc  Thcssalonians  :  "  The  vrry  Cod  of  peace 
lanctify  you  whwlty,  nnd  prcucrvc  your  wiiolc  spirit,  m)hI  and 
body  hlamelesa,  till  the  coming  of  Jesus  CliHst^     Kvcry  fncully 
is  reoened,  and  every   grace  infused  that  cnnsiitulea  ihn  divine 
image.     The  mind  is  renewed  by  spiritual  light,  to  believe  the 
truth  and  goodness  of  unseen  thin.^s  promised,  the  reality  and 
dreadfulaess  of  things  ihrcalcncd  in  the  word  of  God.     It  sees 
(he  truest  beauty  in  holincM,  the  highest  honor  in  obedience  to 
God,  the  greatest  equity   and  excellence  in  his  service.     The 
will  is  renewed  by  holy  love,  a  purifying  flume,  and  feels  the  at- 
tractive virtue  of  our  bicswd  end  t>efore  alt  desirable  ihiogs  oil 
earth,  and  determines  to  pUTSue  it  in  the  vigorous  use  of  proper 
means.     The  body  is  made  a,  holv  instrument  fit  for  the  renewed 
loul.     In  short,  the  natural  man  becomes  spiritual  in  his  percep- 
tions, resolutions  and  actions.     "  All  things  arc  become  new." 
There  is  a  firm  assent,  an  inviolable  adherence  to  lho.tc  nost 
precious  objects  revealed  in  the  scripture,  and  a  sincere  chosen 
constant  obedience  flows  from  the  renewed  faculties.     And  from 
hence    we   may  distinguish   between   reeeneraiing   grace,   and 
rormal  hypocrisy  in  some,  and  the  proliciency  of  nature  and 
power  of  common  grace  in  others.     A  hypocrite  in  religion  is 
scted  fiant  without,  by  mercenary  base  respects;  and  his  con- 
science being  cauieri/ed,  handles  sacred  thini^s  without  feeling : 
a  regenerate  person  is  moved  by  an  internal  living  principle,  and 
performs  his  duties  wiih  lively  afiections.     Natural  conscience 
under  Ihe  compulsion  of  fear,  may  lay  a  restraint  upon  the  out- 
ivard  acts  of  sin,  without  an  inward  consent  to  the  sanctity  of  ihe 
law.     Renewing  grace  cleanses  the  fountain,  and  Ihe  current  is 
pure.     It  reconciles  the  affections  to  Ihe  most  holy  commands, 
•'  1  love  thy  law  bccnune  it  is  pure,"  Baith  Ihe  PsalmiM. 

A  moral  principle  may  induce  one  to  abstain  from  sins,  and  to 
perform  many  praise-worthy  things  in  conformity  to  reason. 
But  ibis  is  neither  sanctifying  nor  saving ;  for  it  only  prunes  ain 
as  if  it  were  a  good  plant,  and  does  not  root  it  up  -,  it  compounds 
Mvith  it,  and  docs  not  destroy  il.  There  may  be  still  an  impure 
indiitgenre  to  the  »rcrcl  hinting^  of  the  heart,  nolwithtitanding 
the  restraint  upon  their  exercise.  .And  many  duties  may  Iks 
done  on  lower  motives,  without  a  divine  respect  to  the  com- 
mands and  glory  of  tiod. 

But  renewing  grace  subjects  the  soul  to  the  whole  royally  of 
the  law,  uniformly  inclines  it  to  express  obedience  to  all  its 
precepts,  because  they  are  pure,  and  derived  from  the  eternal 
spring  of  purity.  It  mortifies  concupiscence,  and  <}ulckens  to 
«verj  good  work,  from  a  principle  of  love  to  God,  and  in  this  is 
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distinguJBhed  from  the  mort  refined  uDregeoerate  monlity.  b 
short,  there  may  be  a  auperficial  tincture  of  religioo  from  ctw 
iDon  grace,  a  traoiieiit  esteem,  TaniabJng  affectioos,  and  eanwtt 
endeavors  for  a  time  after  spiritual  things,  and  yet  a  perwD  n- 
nain  ia  a  state  of  unregeneracjr.  But  renemng  grace  is  a  per- 
nanent  solid  principle,  that  makes  a  man  "  partaker  of  the  di- 
vine nature,"  and  elevates  him  above  himself. 

This  holy  change  is  wrought  by  divine  power.  Our  Saviour 
tells  Nicodemus,  "  except  a  man  be  born  of  water  and  the  Spirit, 
he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God."  The  analogy  of  ■ 
new  birth  signifies,  that  it  is  entirely  the  work  of  the  aanctif^ii^ 
Spirit,  that  conveys  a  principle  of  life  in  order  to  the  functiaai 
of  it.  It  is  the  living  impression  of  God,  the  sole  efficient  and 
exemplar  of  it,  the  fruit  and  image  of  the  divine  virtues.  Itii 
expressed  by  the  new  creature.  The  production  of  it  is  attribot- 
ed  to  God's  power  displaying  itself  in  a  peculiar  excellrat  way, 
even  in  that  precise  manner,  as  in  making  the  world.  Foraiia 
the  first  creation  all  things  were  made  originally  of  nothing,*) 
in  the  second,  the  habit  of  grace  is  infused  into  the  soul  that  vis 
utterly  void  of  it,  and  in  which  there  was  as  little  prepantioa 
for  true  holiness,  as  of  nothing  to  produce  this  great  and  re|Blir 
.  world.  And  although  there  is  not  only  an  absolute  privation  ol 
grace,  but  a  fierce  resistance  against  it ;  yet  creating  invioeible 
power  does  as  infallibly  and  certainly  produce  its  effect  in  form- 
ing the  new  creature,  as  in  making  the  world.  From  hcnteit 
appears,  that  preventing  renewing  grace  ia  so  entirely  the  work 
of  God,  as  his  forming  the  human  body  from  the  dust  of  earth  at 
.first ;  but  with  this  difi'erence,  the  first  cieation  was  done  nitli- 
out  any  sense  in  the  subject,  of  the  efSciency  of  the  divine  po*. 
er  in  producing  it :  but  in  the  new  creation,  man  feels  the  viUl 
influence  of  the  spirit,  applying  itself  to  all  his  faculties,  reform' 
ing  and  enabling  them  to  act  according  to  the  quality  of  their 
nature. 

And  by  the  way,  we  may  observe  the  admirable  grace  shew- 
ed to  man  in  the  renovation  of  his  corrupted  nature,  la  ihe 
composition  of  his  being  are  united  a  spirit  like  the  angels,  and  t 
body  like  terrestrial  animals,  by  which  he  partakes  of  the  spirit- 
ual and  natural  life:  but  he  has  peculiar  favors  eonferred  upon 
him.  For,  wheicas  his  soul  sinned  with  the  angels,  and  his  bodv 
dies  with  the  beasts,  yet  God  is  pleased  to  restore  them  byhii 
glorious  power.  An  angel  after  sin  never  repents,  and  is  ibere- 
fore  incapable  of  pardon,  and  irrecoverably  disinheriled  ofbei- 
ven  :  a  beast  after  death  never  revives;  but  though  man  sins  and 
dies,  yet  his  soul  may  be  renewed  by  divine  grace,  and  his  bod)' 
shall  be  raised  in  an  incorruptible  glory. 

Now  the  indispensable  necessity  of  this  holy  change  is  evident 
from  the  words  of  our  Saviour,  for  he  speaks  universally,  Exctpl 
a  man  be  bora  again,  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  oj  God.    H( 
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doei  not  simply  declare  that  an  unregenerate  man  shall  not,  but 
with  the  greateat  emphasis,  cannot^  to  signify  an  absolute  impos- 
■ibility  ofit.  The  Jews  highly'  presumed  of  the  privilege  of  their 
camsl  birth,  they  ^rang  from  the  pure  and  noble  blood  of  Abr** 
bam,  God's  friend  ;  they  had  the  seal  of  the  holy  covenant  ruaHt- 
ed  in  their  flesh  :  and  hence  it  was  proverbial  amongst  them,  that 
every  Israelite  should  have  a  part  in  the  world  to  come.  But 
oar  Saviour  overthrows  this  vain  conceit,  and  letls  them,  that  the 
aapernatnral  birth  entitles  to  the  supernatural  inheiitance.  Cii^ 
eumcision  then,  and  baptism  now,  without  real  grace,  is  an  inef- 
fectual sign,  of  no  avail  to  salvation.  In  the  quality  of  sons,  we 
are  heirs  nf  God's  kingdom,  Rom.  8.  17.  And  that  honorable  re- 
lation we  have  upon  a  double  account,  by  adoption  and  regener- 
ation, Gal.  4.  7.  Divine  adoption  is  not  a  mere  change  of  our 
itate,  a  naked  declaration  that  one  shall  be  dignified  with  the  title 
of  God's  Son ;  but  a  holy  nature  is  always  infused  into  the  per- 
■on,  whereby  he  is  made  like  to  God  in  his  excellencies.  In 
this  it  differs  from  human  adoption,  that  gives  the  name  and 
arms,  the  honor  and  estate  of  ihe  adopter  to  a  person,  without 
conveytDg  any  of  his  intellectual  or  moral  endowments.  Whom 
Ood  adopts,  he  begets  to  a  divine  life.  Besides,  our  Saviour 
purchased  this  high  privilege  for  us :  "  God  sent  his  son  made  of 
a  women,  under  the  law,  to  redeem  them  that  were  under  the 
law,  that  we  might  receive  the  adoplion  of  sons :"  by  union  with 
him  we  receive  the  investiture  of  this  dignity.  "  Now  whoever 
is  in  Christ,  is  a  new  creature."  For  the  quickening  spirit,  that 
is  to  the  soul  what  the  soul  is  to  the  body,  the  principle  of  life 
and  strength,  of  beauty  and  motion,  and  an  active  purifying  faitlj 
that  is  influential  upon  all  other  graces,  are  the  band  of  that  vital 
union  :  so  that  as  all  in  Adam  are  universally  corrupt  by  Ihe  first 
birth,  all  that  are  in  Christ  are  made  holy  by  a  new  birth.  But 
of  this  I  shall  speak  in  the  next  chapter  more  fully,  under  a  dis- 
tinct head.  Briefly,  tbe  spirit  of  grace  that  sanctifies,  is  the  spir- 
it of  adoption  that  seals  our  right  to  that  kingdom. 

Now  the  reasons  why  this  change  must  be  in  order  to  our  ob- 
taining of  heaven,  are  these  :     , 

1.  There  is  an  exquisite  wisdpm  shines  in  all  God's  works,  in 
disposing  them  for  the  ends  to  which  tbey  are  appointed  :  end  is 
it  not  monstrously  absurd  to  imagine,  he  will  admit  into  his  pres- 
ence and  kingdom  those  that  are  absolutely  unqualified  for  its 
blessedness,  and  opposite  to  its  purity  ? 

2.  His  invariable  justice  excludes  forever  all  unholy  persons 
from  heaven.  For  in  the  last  judgment  God  will  be  glAified  as 
a  governor,  in  the  distribution  o£  rewards  with  respect  to  the 
obedience  and  disobedience  of  men.  It  is  worthy  of  observation, 
that  the  actions  of  God  on  the  reasonable  creatures  are  of  two 
sorts.  Some  proceed  from  his  sovereign  goodpleasure,  of  which 
there  is  no  motive  or  reason  in  the  subjects  on  which  they  are 
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icnninatcd.  Thus  by  •  free  and  insupC'rable  ilecrec  ( wben il 
mankind,  lapsed  and  inJtorable,  wan  in  his  view)  he  chowi 
lo  bf  "  vcMols  of  mercy,"  and  by  privilcfce  nepanited  them  fn 
the  rest  (hnt  finally  p<'ri»h.  Now  whtt  induced  him  to  plie 
singular  love  on  the  el«rt  P  There  wns  rvothin^  in  thetn  (oi 
dine  hia  comp«s«on,  being  eqnnlty  f;uilty  and  deprived  wiibl 
rest  of  (he  progeny  of  Adam.  This  difference  therefore  Utol 
resolved  into  his  unaccountable  and  adorable  wilt,  as  the : 
eause  of  rl.  Thuo  God  dcclarCB  it  to  be  his  glorious  preri>E>tiTCv 
"  I  will  have  mercy  on  whom  t  will  hnvc  mercy,  and  I  will  htft 
eompasnion  on  whom  I  will  have  rompauion."  And  this  is  no 
unjust  arci'ptiinrp  ofiH'rHons ;  for  us  a  t>enorador,  he  may  di» 
penw  htfl  own  favorfi  as  he  pleases.  A  giTl  froni  mere  and  arbi- 
trary bounty  mar  be  bestowed  on  some,  and  not  on  others,  with- 
out  injustice.  Jiiit  there  are  other  actions  of  God,  for  whicb 
there  is  an  evident  reason  in  men  on  whom  they  are  lerminaleiL 
Thus,  as  the  supreme  judge,  without  respect  of  persons,  1  Pit 
1,  17.  he  will  jud^e  and  reward  cvcrr  mnn  according  to  Ui 
works,  Rom.  2.  \G.  Act*  26.  18.  The  cvanselical  law  {as  mtt 
touched  on  before)  is  ihc  rule  of  clemal  judgmenl,  and  bvmi 
ri)cht  from  (he  gracious  promise  of  God  to  all  penilrni  beJienn 
in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  excludes  nil  imp«niton(  infidcll. 
Divine  justice  will  illustriously  appenr  then,  in  disting;uisbiB|be< 
lievers  from  unbelievers  by  their  works,  the  proper  fruits  eilhv 
of  faith  or  infidelity :  all  the  thick  clouds  of  disgiaces,  ralumniM, 
persecutions,  thni  often  opprcM  tbe  most  sincere  christians  hete, 
.litall  not  then  dnrki'n  their  hoIine!«s  ;  nnd  nil  the  specious  af 
anees  of  pieiy,  which  the  must  artificial  hypocrites  make  usaj 
to  deceive  othen,  shnll  not  conceal  ihi'ir  wickedness.  And  i 
eordinmly  the  one  shall  he  absolved  and  glorified,  the  oihera  < 
demnedand  punished  furever.  In  short,  without  violniion  of! 
own  righteous  es(;)HIishmen(  in  the  gospel,  God  cannot  rccci 
(be  unholy  intohis^Iory,  Ilcb.  1^.  14. 

3.  Besides  the  legal  bnr  that  excludes  unsanctified  persons  fn 
the  beatific  visiion  of  God,  (here  is  a  moral  incapacity.     Stifi 
that  justice  sliould  nilow  Omnipotence  lo  tmnslnte  such  a  stnDer| 
heaven,  would  the  place  make  Kiiti  hA|>py  ?  Can  two  incongnia 
natures  delight  in  one  annthcrf  The  happiness  of  sense   is  by  i 
iinpre.ision  of  pleasure  fi-om  a  suitable  object :    The  happini 
intellectual  beings  arises  from  an  entire  conformity  of  dispositio 
So  that  unlcjs  tJod  recede  from  his  holiness,  which  is  ahsoluK 
impossible,  or  man  be  purified,  and  chanjrcd  into  his  likenc 
Ibcrc  cni  be  no  sweet  communion  between  them.     Our  Savi« 
assigns  this  rvnson  of  ihe  neccsfily  of  regeneration  in  order  to  i 
admission  into  hc.iven :  "Thai  which  is  l>om  of  the  flesh,  is  fled 
anil  that  which  is  born  of  (be  spirit,  is  spirit."     According  to 
quality  of  the  principle,  such  is  what  proceeds  from  it.  Tbe  I 
is  a  corrupt  principle,  and  accordingly  the  natural  man  ti 
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canal  in  Ua  propeoaioiu,  operations  and  end.  The  diMMa  if 
tamed  into  hia  coostitution.  He  is  deid  to  Ihe  spiritual  life,  lo 
ths  Mtioiu  sod  enjoymeots  that  are  proper  to  it :  Ntj,  there  is  io 
him  a  sorrinDg  prioeiple  of  eniaitj  lo  that  life ;  not  only  a  mor- 
tal eoldness  to  God,  but  a  stiff  aversation  from  him,  a  perpetual 
reaitaiice  and  impatience  of  Ihe  divine  presence,  that  would  dis* 
torb  bis  Ttduptuoos  enjormcDta.  The  exercises  of  heaven  would 
beuihe  tonnenUofhelltobim,  while  in  the  midst  of  those  pore 
Mrs  hU  inward  iocUnalions  Tehemenilj  run  into  the  lowest  lees 
M  sensuality.  And  therefore  till  this  contraries,  so  deep  and 
predominant  In  an  unholy  person,  be  removed,  it  is  utterly  im- 
poesibte  be  should  enjoy  God  with  satis^tion.  As  it  was  ne- 
eaaaatr  that  God  sbonld  become  like  man  on  earth,  to  purchase 
that  miatj  for  him,  so  man  must  be  like  God  in  heaTen,  before 
k*  can  possess  it-  Holiness  alone  prepares  men  for  celeMial  hap- 
pioeM;  that  isapinstthe  connption,  andaborethe  perfieetionof 
■lere  nature. 

I  shall  DOW  proceed  to  consider  mote  peitienlsily  wiut  is  re- 
quinte  in  order  to  our  Attaining  ot  hcaTCn. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Tw*h  IB  Am  Sedccnvii  mSmnmUj  icqwed  «f  alibm  willpHtaka  af 
aahidon.  Btrnna  ■■■■  be  ehoaLB  —  obt  ipwme  happi— ^  aad  awight 
■aeorliitsKL  'laecwoice flfbesns ddH dcvbccpc, caffi]r>miinDd eoff. 
•■BL  The  ■Ked^of  ihe  choke  JMeotntiwd  by  tfaeMalooanMof  ninna 
todbtaisiL  The Mwetitjr  af  ibe  thak*  wit  irf  hw  an  jaJpatmu ami 
aflftedom^wiih  wiptiri  w  Vemtfmwi  dua^  thai  are  so  fer  f«M  or  eiil  ta  oa 
H  tfaej  eoadoa  or  AtcR  oi  tas  bMTca.  TW  ^vne  cbMW  efbcsPM 
wifl  B»l»  «•  ■■Mc  ID  the  biihe«  deneta  of  hoiBCM  we  an  capaUe  «f  ■■ 
MB.    TW  ndi^  «rtbB  hopes  of  ibc  bfenwm  m  M«ciM 


1 .  Faith  in  the  iwleeiaer  i>  abatdtrtcly  required  of  aO  that  wiB 
partake  of  the  aatratitm  purefaascd  by  bioi.  God  sa  bred  the 
wsrid,  thai  be  pre  lus  only  be^ioCteB  son,  thai  whoever  be- 
lieves in  him,  AotM  not  penab,  bat  have  Menial  life,  Jobs  5. 1 9. 
This  is  the  spirit  mJ  BiAstaurf  of  the  Boapel,  therefotc  1  wiH 
briefly  uniald  it.  The  Soa  of  God  hanag  asMaaed  the  hnmv 
Bature,  and  pti  famed  what  was  neeeaaaiy  far  the  exfuHioa  of 
sin,  PhiL  2.  S, ».  the  Father  was  aa  pIcMed  with  bis  ehedi- 
Riee,  that  froB  his  loweM  state  be  raued  bias  t«  divhw  glotj, 
aad  n*«  Uaa  mmnmt  saditirily.  sod  aB  asftfari^  power  to  i 
^-  4-rf.nr.to-he...  1h-o»S™r  — 
Taf.L  SI 
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Thoii  hast  given  him  (i.  e.  ihc  Son)  power  over  all  flesh,tktl 
he  should  Rive  ctcrn«l  life  to  as  many  as  tJiou  hast  gireo  Um, 
John  17.  2.  Ahi)  he  exhorts  the  people,  labor  for  thai  dmM 
thai  endures  unto  eternal  liCc,  whirh  the  bon  of  inan  shall  pre 
unio  jnu,  for  him  hath  Uo«l  the  FMher  lealed,  John  6.  Saw 
this  glorious  life  is  nut  given  to  all,  but  only  to  those  who  «t 
united  to  him.  As  Adnnt,  the  principle  of  the  eatnsl  compt 
nature,  derives  guilt  nnd  death  to  all  his  progeny  :  M  JcMl 
Chrisl  ( who  is  ojiposed  to  him )  Ihc  head  and  jirincc  of  tbe  re- 
newed slate,  comtuitmcales  life  and  glory  lo  lus  people.  The 
Apostle  exprexiies  it,  As  in  Adam  nil  die  (his  natural  descind- 
ents  are  involved  in  his  condemnation)  eveji  so  in  Cbricl«lMll 
all  be  made  alive,  I  Cor.  16.  2i.  that  is,  all  that  >r«  spiriluaiij 
united  tu  him,  shall  p.-irlake  of  his  glorious  resurreclioQ.  Aiil 
St.  John  tells  us.  He  that  hitlh  the  Son,  hath  life  ;  and  be  thai 
bnth  not  ihe  Son,  Iwth  not  life,  I  John  5.  12.  The  hHviD|lbe 
Son,  upon  which  our  right  to  eternal  life  depends,  is  helievingin 
him.  Faith  hag  a  principal  efficury  in  receivtn);  Christ,  iber 
fore  it  is  vx)>rcsscd  by  iJiat  act,  liat  as  many  as  received  him,  I 
Ihcm  gave  he  jwwer  to  become  Ihe  sons  of  God,  Jolut  1.  ~ 
(and  conseouently  heirs  of  glory)  to  as  many  as  believed  on  I 
name.  Ami  Christ  is  said  lo  dwell  in  our  bcarl.-*  I>y  f;iith,  V.f 
S,  17.  This  is  not  a  mere  absent  to  the  dortiines  of  the  got. 
concerning  the  dignity  of  liis  per.ion,  that  he  is  in  so  high  and 
gloTiuus  a  relation  of  being  the  etemnl  Son  of  God,  and  the  \ 
I'mile  value  of  his  merits,  whereby  ho  is  able  lo  save  all  th 
come  unto  God  by  him,  and  his  merciful  eOfU|MSStonatc  nature  I 
embnee  returning  sinnern,  and  the  excellency  of  llie  liencf 
nurehued  liy  him  ;  but  such  a  belief  as  swsrs  the  will  and 
feclions  to  receive  him  upon  Cod's  terms  for  our  -lalvalion.  F* 
is  seated  in  tbc  whole  soul,  in  the  mind  and  heart,  and  acceg 
of  Christ  cnlii-ely  as  prophet,  priest,  and  king.  The  parti 
the  Mediator's  office  are  insepHrably  connected,  and  all 
eRccis  of  them  arc  corDmunteatcd  lo  the  nme  person?.  "  Ji 
Christ  is  made  of  God  lo  believers,  wisdom,"  to  cure  their  i 
ranee  and  folly  ;  rif[hlcowmeM,  to  ^>otish  their  guilt ; 
Woit,  to  renew  their  natures;  and  rtdmiplion,  to  free 
lost  fi-om  the  grave,  and  bring  them  to  glory,  I  Cor.  I .  Fr 
hence  it  is  clear,  that  the  failh  which  is  justifying  nnd  sanog, 
ehides  in  its  nature,  m  dcfwndencc  nnd  lru>l  in  ('hrist,  u  a  _ 
erful  and  merciful  Mediator,  that  is  tible  and  willing  to  rccoiic 
us  (o  God,  and  make  us  forever  happy  in  his  favor ;  so  a  sinr 
resolution  of  obedience  and  subjection  to  all  his  holy  cx>inmaud 
even  to  Iho  plucking  out  of  the  right  eye,  and  the  culling  off  I 
right  hand,  (he  parting  vrilh  the  must  pleasing  or  piolitable  . 
For  Iho  promises  of  Goil  tlial  arc  the  rule  of  failn,  make  ai 
fer  of  Christ  u)Kin  lliesu  conditions  lo  us :  him  hath  Go<l  txi 
will)  his  right  liand,  to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour,  fur  lo  give  i 
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pentanee  to  Isnet,  and  torpvenen  of  sins,  Acti  6.  SI.  And 
fmlj  the  justified  shall  be  ^oriAed,  Rom.  8.  Those  therefore 
who  desire  a  partial  interest  in  him  as  a  Saviour,  out  of  nbso' 
lute  Deeessity  to  escape  hell,  and  will  not  out  of  love  submit  to 
bim  as  their  prince,  have  not  that  faith  that  i»  mtfetgnedf  and 
gives  a  title  to  eternal  life  by  the  promises  of  the  gospel. 

S,  W«  mast  choose  heaven  as  our  supreme  happiness,  and 
regard  it  as  the  main  end  of  our  lives.  Man  fell  from  his  duly 
and  felieitjr,  hj  preferring  sensual  pleasure  beyond  the  favor  of 
God,  and  became  guilty  of  the  greatest  disobedience  and  di»- 
honor  to  his  maker,  and  is  restored  by  the  holy  change  of  hia 
will,  the  setting  his  affections  on  a  pure  spiritoat  blessedness. 
This  sabliming  the  will,  and  turning  its  love  and  choice  from  the 
creatures  to  God,  is  the  effect  of  divine  grace,  and  wrought  in 
a  rational  way.  For  man  is  not  moved  as  artificial  engines  by 
Ibrce,  nor  as  brutes  from  necessity,  their  faculties  being  dctemi- 
oed  by  the  outward  application  of  objects;  he  is  not  drawn  up 
to  heaven  by  such  a  natural  impression,  as  steel  by  the  loadstone 
nor  forced  by  a  violent  motion,  as  a  stone  aaeends  ;  but  as  an 
understanding  free  agent,  by  the  direction  of  (he  enlightened 
mind,  and  the  consent  of  ihe  will,  an  elective  unconstrained 
faculty.  And  herein  the  wijdom,  goodness  and  equity  of  God's 
transactions  with  man  appear*.  His  wisdom,  in  Ifaat  as  he  has  or- 
dered in  the  whole  ^here  of  nature,  that  the  active  powers  of 
every  creature  be  drawn  forth  into  exercise  for  their  preserva- 
tion, and  accordingly  be  is  pleased  to  work  in  and  by  them ; 
so  the  understanding  and  will,  the  principles  of  operation  ia  man, 
are  to  deliberate  and  choose  in  order  to  bis  happiness :  other- 
wise the  rational  faculties  would  be  in  vain.  His  goodness  and 
equity,  in  that  he  sets  before  them  eternal  life  as  the  reward  of 
obedience.  God  will  be  glorified  by  him  an  a  Lawgiver  and  a 
benefactor,  and  has  ordained  in  the  gos|M;l,  that  alt  who  ehooee 
and  diligenllr  seek  die  kin^om  of  heaven,  sliall  infallibly  ob- 
tain it,  and  none  be  deprived  of  it  but  for  their  ne^ect.  TKe 
decree  of  a  final  stale  of  misery,  though  not  in  time,  yet  is  etm- 
scquent  in  the  order  of  causes,  to  the  obstinate  reluctaaey  of 
sinners  against  restoring  {Erace,  and  the  wilful  fbrsakiog  Iheir 
own  merries-  HMrefore  God  viiidieales  the  equity  of  his  pro- 
ceedings with  men  by  their  o»o  prirtciples,  and  wifh  lender  ptty 
ezposulaies,  "  y>'h;  will  te  Hk  r"  The  eonupt  will  rfeeUoing 
(htm  God,  and  adfaeriog  to  tbe  ereature*  as  i%»  happut«M,  is  this 
true  caoM  iA  uua'c  ndo.  This  will  infinitely  clear  itie  wisdoes 
and  justice,  tbe  v*uiiy  aod  goodnest  of  (iod  froia  all  iai^tclioa. 

The  eboiee  of  heaven  foi  ovr  ftliuiy  is  pruBsrily  to  be  deter- 
mined, far  it  is  from  tbe  profffttl  tk  it,  thai  aH  holy  eiwacis 
derive  their  Ue  aud  vigor.  A«  in  drawiug  ihe  pictuie  of  ■  aaan, 
tbe  first  woffc  is  to  delWalt  the  bead,  not  only  m  the  part  that 
in  di^iiiy  and  tmiattux  is  abtf^e  the  test,  b«t  aa  if  regMal«ft  the 
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dnwine  of  the  other  pnrts,  ao<I  |tivea  a  JuM  propoi  tion  and  eof- 
respnndcnce  between  ihem,  without  which   the    whole 
becomes  diftordcrcd  am)  monstrous.     Thus  iii  the  moral  com 
eiation  of  man,  ihat  which  is  primaiilv  to  be  considered  ia  the 
soul,  and   its  Tinal  rdicitjr,  as  incomparably  more  excellent  thin: 
tlte  body  and  its  pleasure  :  for  this  will  have  a  powerful  iiiAq-I 
ence  upon   Ine  whole  life,  dircctinj;  to  avoid  what  is  inconuaientl 
and  impertinciil,  and  to  do  whnl  is  conducive  (o  it. 

Now  this  h4-ing  a  m.ilter  of  unspr likable  importance,  1  «!!!,■ 
first,  shew  what  the  regular  choice  of  heaven  includes,  as  lo  iu 
qualities  and  effects.     Secondly,  direct  how  to  make  Ibis  chi>ic«. , 
Thirdly,  present  some  powerful  motives  to  excite  us  to  it. 

Tha  qualities  of  this  choice  arc  three  :  I.  It  must  be  aincerti 
and  cordial.     2.  Early,  in  our  first  and  best  days.     3.  Finn  i 
conslanl. 

[I.]  It  must  be  sincere  and  cordial.  The  most  essential  tndl 
active  desire  in  human  nature  is  to  happiness;  but  there  beip_ 
two  kinds  of  good  things  presented  to  the  will  that  solicit  (ImI 
affections,  the  pleasures  of  sense,  and  spiritual  joys,  from  hencf' 
it  is  thai  that  which  makes  men  happy  is  ihc  object  of  election. 
And  although  (here  is  nothing  more  uniform  and  inviolable 
the  natural  inclination  lo  happiness,  yet  the  great  distinction  i 
mankind  atises  from  this  source,  the  regular  or  perverse  usei 
lhi>  in<-liria<ion,  the  wise  or  mistaken  choice  ofhappincss.  Nov 
the  sincerity  of  our  choice  is  discovered,  when  it  is  clear 
entile,  aii-ting  from  a  transcendent  esteem  of  the  favor  arwl  «■ 
joymeni  of  God  as  our  chief  f;ood,  and  abwlulcly  requsite  foi 
us.  And  from  hence  it  is  evident,  that  the  choice  of  true  hap* 
pinese,  necessarily  includes  the  despising  and  rejecting  of  ths 
false  hapjiiness  that  stands  in  competition  with  il.  There  can- 
not he  (wo  rvi^iing  principles  in  (he  Soul;  for  it  cannot  vigor- 
ously apply  itself  to  two  objects  at  the  same  time.  Our  Saviour 
has  decides!  it ;  "  No  man  can  serve  two  masters ;  for  either  be 
will  hate  the  one,  and  love  the  other,  or  bold  lo  the  one,  ai>d 
despise  the  other :  ye  cannot  serve  God  and  Mammon  :*'  ibe 
masters  arc  irreconcileable,  and  their  commands  are  directly  op> 
posite.  It  was  as  possible  lo  place  upon  the  same  altar  the  Ark 
of  God,  and  the  Idol  of  the  Philistines,  as  thai  heaven  and  the 
world  sliould  compound  and  lake  equal  shares  in  our  atTectionaA 
Indeed,  if  the  conceptions  in  the  mind  arc  but  faint  and  floatin^B 
of  the  universal  satisfying  goodness  of  the  object  propoMd  10 
make  us  happy,  the  will  remains  in  suspense ;  but  when  it  is 
clearly  and  strongly  represented,  (he  heart  is  drawn  entirely  lo 
embrace  it.  Divine  grace,  by  the  illumination  of  Ihc  under- 
standing, purifies  and  changes  the  depraved  will,  and  heals  lh« 
distempered  affections.  The  wise  merchant,  that  bad  a  discern- 
ing eye,  saw  reason  enough  to  part  with  all,  (hat  he  might  gain 
the  pearl  of  price,  the  grace  and   glory  of  th«  kingdom  of  bea- 
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TCn.  Th«  Apoitle  tieclarea  his  resolute  contempt  of  the  concur- 
rence of  all  the  prerogatives  either  the  Uw  or  the  world  could 
afford  liim,  (ha(  he  taight  have  an  interest  in  Christ,  the  ftccon- 
ciler  and  lesiorer  of  man  to  the  favor  and  fcllouship  of  Uud: 
*'  But  what  things  were  gain  to  mc,  those  I  counted  loss  for  Christ ; 
^ea  doubtless,  1  count  all  things  but  loss  for  the  excellency  of 
the  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ  my  Lord,  for  whom  I  have  suffer- 
ed the  loss  of  all  ihinss,  and  do  count  (hem  hut  dung,  that  I 
might  win  Christ."  The  glorious  gospel  is  the  brightest  and 
most  plon.unt  light  that  ever  shone  upon  the  woild,  a  revelation 
of  the  deepest  wisdom  and  most  admirable  love,  wherein  the 
eombinalion  of  God.'s  holy  and  wonderlul  counsels  for  oer  »!• 
valion  is  unfolded ;  and  accordinelj-  S(.  t'au),  with  (he  greatest 
life  of  alTcction,  scls  forlh  his  value  of  it,  and  bjr  full  and  moat 
vilifying  expressions,  rejects  all  things  in  oom|winiK>n  of  it. 

2.  The  sincerity  of  the  liftavenly  choice  is  discovered  by  a 
zealous  observance  of  the  means  requisite  iii  order  to  it.  loanj- 
mcle  things  incline  to  rest  in  their  centre,  the  rational  intend 
«nd  pursue  it :  the  blessed  end,  when  Vitlued  and  res|>ccted  ac- 
cording to  its  woith,  excites  and  directs  the  aJfections  aiid  en- 
deavors in  that  order  and  measure  as  is  proportionable  to  its  ex- 
cellency, and  the  difficulties  of  obtaining  it.  There  may  be  a 
naked  estimation,  and  some  desires  of  eternal  happiness  simply 
considered,  yel  the  will  remains  incontplctK  and  undetermined 
in  its  choice :  for  the  end,  in  conjunctiun  with  the  means,  is  pro- 

Eounded  to  us,  and  the  carnal  man  will  not  consent  to  Ihe  means  : 
e  dislikes  the  holiness  of  religion,  and  will  rather  forfeit  hea- 
ven than  submit  to  such  strict  terms.  Though  with  Balaam,  in 
a  (it  of  devotion,  he  says,  "  0  that  1  might  die  Ihe  death  of  the 
lighteous,  and  that  my  last  end  might  be  like  his  I"  yet,  from  in- 
dulgence to  his  sensual  inclinations,  he  will  not  live  as  the  ri^ht- 
eous.  All  his  wi»hca  of  true  happiness  arc  soon  slranffled  by 
the  predominant  love  of  some  vanity.  It  is  said  of  the  Isisol- 
ites,  they  despised  the  pleasant  land,  Fsal.  106.  U.  not  abso- 
lutely in  itself,  for  it  was  "the  glory  of  altUnds,"  abounding 
with  things  for  the  support  and  delight  of  man  ;  but  eoocidrrtRg 
its  distance,  a  wilderness  waste  and  wild  inler|>0!<in(!,  aiul  Ihn 
enemies  to  be  encountered,  they  did  not  (hink  it  worthy  of  un- 
dcif;o(ng  such  hazards  and  diHiculticB.  The  land  of  Canaan  was 
a  ly)>e  of  hraven,  both  with  respect  to  its  pleasanlnesH,  and  the 
manner  of  the  Israelites  obtaining  it ;  their  lillo  to  it  was  deriv- 
ed from  Ihe  rich  bounty  of  God,  therefore  it  is  called  tbo  "  land 
of  promise ;"  but  it  was  lo  l>c  possessed  by  coniiuest.  Thus 
ibe  relesiial  Canaan  is  the  pure  gift  of  Go<l ;  hut  the  actual  en- 
joyment of  it  is  obtained  by  victoiiuu*  resistnnco  against  Ihn  en* 
emiM  of  our  salvation.  And  carnal  m(in  despistr  lhi»  plnnHiit 
land,  Ihe  promise  being  inseparably  joined  with  preeenta  of  duty 
Ddobediencc,  from  which  (hey  are  awrsc.     Hut  he  (nal  ehuoaei 
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iiiDOCrcly,  is  joyful  and  rigorous  in  the  use  of  means  for  ar<uiu> 
Ing  his  inoM  desired  good.  Ardent  kfTcctiuns,  like  Elijah'*  cMfi- 
»t  ciT  fii-A,  ravish  the  soul  abovi:  this  sciisiblu  world,  to  the  piMi 
where  liod  dwells  in  ^lurj.  Zeul  aniiiuti:«  his  endeavon,) 
the  mnliun  of  ihu  lit\irl  dillu»ci>  llic  !i(iiiilil  Jnlo  thi-  nrlerios,) 
convej  lift;  lu  ull  pails  of  (he  IkmI)-.  "  Ooe  thing  (milh 
inAanted  l*«alnii»t)  have  I  de&ired  of  ibc  Loix),  that  will  I 
after,  that  I  may  dwell  in  the  house  of  tlie  Lord  all  the  davsj 
my  life,  (o  hehoUl  the  txiAuty  of  the  Lord,  and  to  loquire  in 
temple."  Tho  sensual  man  is  ranf^iii;:  abroad  for  ii[iM"ilflfli«ij" 
and  shoots  all  the  v^atav  lliat  crosses  his  eye  ;  hut  the  soul  llial 
has  adiM-overin^  light,  and  feeling  heat  uf.  the  divine  beautf, 
unilct  ull  i(K  desires  in  God,  ami,  with  ultcctiun  to  an  exiuy, 
ioii^s  for  the  eifjoyment  of  him  ;  and  the  endeavors  are  in  MM 
jiropoiiion  lo  the  desires.  Uur  Saviour  tells  lis,  that  "  from  llit 
days  of  John  the  Baptist  until  now,  the  kinf;dora  of  heaven  mt- 
fera  violence,  and  the  viulent  take  it  by  force."  Somo  prevjow 
rays  of  (he  Sun  »f  riKhleou.ine'ts  appcari-d  in  his  ministry,  tod 
{irodi^'cd  iiuch  a  Inily  aidrnry  itt  tlioM!  converlit,  that  with  all 
resolution,  diligcnt-o  and  eainestnent),  tht-y  M>ughl  lo  be  (MrtakcM 
of  the  blessedness  revealed.  Lazy  desires,  easy  pnisecutions 
sluggiih  nllempts,  diecovor  that  the  heart  is  not  thoroughly  ««■ 
fptgai  for  tho  spiritual  eternal  |;Qod.  When  (he  end  is  truly  dc* 
UKOcd,  it  will  ^ive  law  lo  the  actions  :  this  it  visiMe  in  eamal 
woridl.v  men  ;  huw  sajipcious,  how  snh'cilutis  arc  they  lo  accaa^ 
pli.'Ji  their  ends  and  base  ik.ti^ns  ?  They  try  all  ways,  either  bjf 
line  disxiiuiilalion,  or  loilsutue  industry,  lo  obtain  their  dvMt 
No  lioic  is  too  much  in  their  piinful  alfairs,  or  roliiptunus  onj' 
monts :  ihey  transform  tile  ni^l,  lo  lengthen  out  ilic  day 
their  profit ;  they  veil  the  day,  lo  lengthen  out  the  ntftht 
their  ease  and  pleasure.  Hut  alas,  heaven  is  only  rc^Jtnletl 
the  by  ;  as  if  the  inlellevlual  soul  weru  only  ^ven  to  dwell  with 
llie  Ixxlf  on  eurth,  the  phico  of  its  Innishinenl,  und  direct  all'iifl 
here  below,  and  nui  to  lead  iu  the  way  lo  heaven,  ihe  plur€  o( 
its  nativity,  and  prepare  for  another  world.  The  work  uf  salva- 
tion is  followed  with  that  remiss  degree  of  all'ection,  ax  if  il 
wore  a  (light  matter  whether  pcri'ormed  or  neglected.  TbeM 
|iei«ons  carry  their  conviction  in  their  bo»oms  ;  for  ihcy  are  ir- 
dent  awl  active  to  obtain  inferior  and  inliiiilcly  less  concc-nii'i;: 
ends,  but  wi'h  liuit  cold  applicutiun  mind  ihe  superior  noblrr  rnil 
of  man,  that  it  i$  wholly  fnistrate,  which  plainly  ihiws  it  was 
never  seriously  iotemled  hy  lliem. 

Ttic  sight  of  tvorldly  men  so  active  and  vigilant  lo  prosecnUi 
their  low  designs,  sltould  quicken  us  to  »eek  with  gi«atcr  diU>, 
IliCiioe  and  alacrity  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  tlie  rigtilewiantM 
thereof.  A  carnal  tvietch,  ur):ed  by  the  sting  of  a  biulish  dcJtrc. 
with  what  impatience  doth  he  pursue  '*  the  pleiuures  of  sin  thai 
are  but  for  a  season  :"  iVo  ambitious  person,  with  whst  u  i 
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perale  heif;ht  of  paninn  dnes  he.  chaae  a  (enlher?  A  corctous 
man,  how  nieeilily  clocH  he  pursue  ihe  advatitagos  of  "the  {ire»> 
ent  world,  ihat  pnsses  away,  and  (he  luals  thereof?  Ah  !  bowdn 
tbejr  upbraid  our  indiflorent  desires,  otir  dull  dclnys,  and  cold  en- 
deavount,  when  ntch  a  hi^h  prtzc  is  sot  before  us  ^  Who  is  able 
to  Goiircivc  the  ravt.-d)irif;  pleasure  of  the  soul,  when  it  first  enters 
through  "(lie  heaiiliful  gate"  »r  (hecclostini  temple,  and  .sees  the 
tbe  glnry  of  the  pinco,  and  "hears  a  voice  tnim  Ihe  throne,  en* 
ter  into  thy  Master's  joy,"  to  be  happy  with  him  forever  ?  The 
serious  belief  of  this  will  draw  fortli  all  our  aclivo  powers  in  tlte 
service  of  God. 
w  3-  The  sineerity  of  our  heavenly  choice  declares  itself  in  the 
■emiicr  and  fnimeof  ourhcBtts,with  respect  to  all  temporal  things 
in  this  world.  For  our  mniu  and  liappy  end  being  e.itabtisheo, 
that  it  consists  not  in  nocular  riches  nml  honors,  and  the  pleasures 
of  sense,  but  in  tbe  clear  vision  of  Cod,  (he  blessedness  of  the 
Spiril ;  it  follows,  (hat  all  present  things  are  in  our  use  so  far 
good  or  evil,  and  to  he  desired  or  not,  as  they  arc  profitable  oi 
prejudirial  to  our  obtaining  salvation,  as  (hey  conduct  or  divert 
us  from  heaven.  A  wisi^  christian  looks  on  temporal  (htngs,  not 
throiigfh  the  glass  of  disordered  pssions,  tha(  are  impetuous  and 
impatient  for  wh.it  is  grateful  to  them,  but  with  rei"eteni'<-  to  hifl 
future  happiness.  lie  considerfi  iho  train  of  teinp(a(ions  that  al- 
lend  an  exalted  condition,  and  desires  such  a  portion  of  these 
things,  as  may  redound  (o  the  glory  of  the  giver,  and  be 
improved  for  his  own  salvation.  This  purity  of  afTcctions  our 
Saviour  teaches  us:  Kor  in  his  divine  form  of  prayer,  (the  Irae 
diree(ory  of  our  desires)  are  set  down,  in  an  admirable  order,  all 
things  we  are  to  pray  for.  And  tbcy  respect  (ho  end,  or  the  means. 
The  end  is  ihe  primary  object  of  oui-  desires.  Accortliniily  Ibe 
two  first  petitions  ronccin  our  blessed  end,  as  i(  respee(s  t>od 
and  ourselves ;  wc  pray,  '*  Hallowed  be  thy  name,"  (hat  is,  by  (he 
reverence  and  adoration  of  all  his  subjects ;  and,  "  Thy  kingdom 
cone,"  that  is,  for  (he  manifestation  of  bis  e(ernal  glory  inlbcnex( 
world,  tha(  we  may  reign  with  bim.  The  means  in  order  to  (htiD 
end  arc  of  (wo  sor(s:  some  conduct  to  it  by  (heroselves;  those 
ara  the  good  tbings  desired  in  the  third  and  fourlh  petitions  ;  and 
tome  loed  to  i(  by  accident,  and  (hose  arc  (he  freedom  from  evils 
expressed  in  the  lust  petition.  The  good  (bings  detired,  either 
have  a  direct  inlluence  upon  our  obtaining  happiness;  and  they  are 
summed  up  inour  univcisnl obedience  to  God^swill, expressed  in 
(he  (bird petition, "  Let  (by  will  he  done  on  caith.as  i(  is  in  beav- 
en  ;"  or  (hey  are  such  .is  by  way  of  subserviency  promoto  oiir 
happiness,  and  ihoso  we  pray  for  in  the  fourth  petition,  "  (tivc  us 
Ihiu  day  our  daily  bread."  And  it  i?  ob»crv.-ib|c,  (here  i."  bu(  one 
pelition  for  temporal  bleiftinf^s,  and  it  is  (he  last  in  (he  order  of 
those  (hat  concern  good  things:  .\nd  that  single  petition  is  so  re> 
strained,  (hat  i(  is  evident  by  its  (enor,  that  earthly  things  are  not 
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absolutcl}'  good  to  be  desired  for  (lieinselvea,  but  reUlivelj 
iiiibonliiiateiy  to  our  elemal  good,      Daily  bread   we  muit . 
our  heaveni}'  lather,  ihc  nocetisnr}-  support  of  the  preaent  13 
without  whifb,  we  cannot  excrcJM;  our  ioteroal  or  external 
era  nnd  faciillitH  in  his  service  ;  but  not  dclkaciea  aod  abundi 
for  tlic  luxurious  appetite. 

The  difference  of  conditions  in  the  present  world  is  ve 
great ;  as  in  Pharaoh's  dream,  some  ears  of  eom  were  so  full  1 
weighty,  that  (hey  bended  with  iheir  weight ;  others  hs  thin  i 
blasted,  that  they  were  at)  stubble  for  the  hre.  Thus  some  abou 
in  all  felicities  possible  in  this  life,  others  are  '*  chastencil  ct 
morning"  under  various  and  continual  afflictions.     Nowlhiil 
fallible  prinriplff  being  planted  in  the  heart,  that  nil  present 
are  to  be  improved    wJlh  respect   to    our   fulorv  happiness, 
moderate  the  ajfecliaiis  in  prospcrilj',  so  to  use  the  world  thai 
may  enjoy  God,  and  make  us  not  only  patient,  but  pleiMd  in  i 
versities,  ss  they  arc  preparatory  for  hearen. 

'The  original  of  all  the  tnns  and  misery  of  men,  is  their] 
verse  abuse  of  things,  by  turning  the  means  into  the  end, 
their  alTeclion*  of  love,  desire  aitd  joy  upon  sensible  thingn,] 
their  proper  happiness,  with  inconsiderate  neglect  of  the  spirit 
eternal  stale,  to  which  all  other  ihiiif-s  should  he  subservient, 
if  one  diseased  and  sickly  in  a  foreign  country,  that  eould 
possibly  recover  his  health  but  in  his  native  air,  in  his  retu 
ihilhcr,  invited  by  the  pleasantness  of  the  way,   should  take  i 
hts  residence  in  it,  and  never  arrive  to  his  country.     Among  ( 
Wc»I-Indies  some  are  f  reported  to  be  swift  in  running;  that  i 
horse  can  keep  pace  with  them  ;  .-uid  they  have  a  coDSlsnl  rule  I 
their  diet,  to  eat  of  no  beast,  or  bird,  or  tish,  that  is  slow  in  motid 
fancyiuj^it  would  transfuse  aslua;ii;ishnes9  in  them.  The  cbria 
life  is  by   the  apostle  compared  io  a  race,  and  earthly  things 
an  inseparable  properly  of  nature  load  and  depress  the  bouI, 
it  cannot  with  vigor  run  the  "  race  set  before  it."     The  belie* 
therefore  who  intends  "  for  the  high  price  of  his  calling,"  an<l 
tnie  to  his  end,  will  "  be  temperate  in  all  things."    Xay,  he 
not  only  be  cireumspeel,  lest   they  should  eheck  with  his  gre 
design,  but  wisely  manages  them  in  subservieticy  to  it.  St.  Pi 
charges  them  that  are  lich  in  this  world,  to  do  good,  to  be  richi 
good  works,  ready  to  distiibute,   willing  to  communicate,  layii' 
in  store   for  themselves  a  good  foundation  against   the  time 
come,  that  they  may  lay  hold  of  eternal  life,  I  Tim.  6.  18,  lt.\ 

And  the  fixed  aim  at  heaven,  as  our  felicity,  will  reconcile  , 
afflicted  slate  to  us.  When  temporal  evils  arc  elTcctual  means  I 
promote  our  evcrloAling  hnppineas  ;  the  amiableness  and  exe 

*  Frui  rst  tmort  alirujut  r«i  inbnrere  propuv  teipaun,  uti  autnn,  qn*d^ 
luum  Tcneni*  ad  kt  quod  amaa  obtfaModnn  raftire.    Au(.  de  DoM. ' 
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kiicy  of  (he  end  changes  tlicir  nature,  :ind  makcfl  (hoAC  calaui- 

r»  that  in  tliemiclYcs  are  intoluiililv,  u>  bccouie  li^hl  and  cm/. 
The  poor,  the  mouroers,  the  (ier»ecute<l  are  blessed  now.  "  be- 
cau»e  (heirs  is  (he   Kingdom  oHieaven."     The  AposUst  though 
ander  variety  ef  sharp  lioublos,  yot  expresses  his  sense  with  that 
mitigation,  as  but  li^itly  touched  with  theoi :  "  As  sorrowful  but 
always  rejoioini;."     fc'runi  hence  he  tells  us,  (hat  with  iinluiDling 
courBgi'  he  pnwcculcd  his  ^loiiuus  cud.     "For  our  h'^^ht  alllic- 
tions  thnt  are  but  for  a  nwmenl,  work  for  us  a  far  luorv  exceed- 
^£  wtiixhtof  i^ory."     This  seriously  believed  and   considered, 
■bill  make  ua  understand  the  harmony  and    consent  of  (he  most 
'oEscordaot  pans  of  God's  Providence.  This  will  reconcile  the  se- 
verity and  roughness  of  his  band,  with  the  tender  compassiona  of 
his  heart  toward  his  servants.    This  will  dry  up  rivers  of  unprofi- 
table tsars  thai   tlow  from  (liu  atDictcd,  and  luakc  (he  cross  of 
Christ  a  liRht  bunlcn.     For  their  hr^ivicot  atSictions  arc  nut  only 
consistent  with  Win  love,  hnt  the  ctJiL-fts  of  it  arc  imlucntial  uikio 
(betr  ha[»piDess.     We  are  now  (ossed  upon  (lie  altciiiate  waves  of 
H^uim:,  hut  it  is  that  we  may  arrive  to  the  port,  (he  blesaed  hosoni 
Hf  ofir  Mviour,  and  enjoy  a  peaceful  calot ;  and  "  so  we  shall  be 
ov«r  with  (he  Lord."     Words  of  infinite  sweetness!  This  is  the 
son;;  of  our  prosperity,  and  the   charm  of  our  adversity:    well 
might  the  A[>o.>tlc  add  imiucdiatcly  after,  "  Therefore  comfort 
^nc  another  with  these  words." 

■ji  4.  Tlirt  sincere  choice  of  heaven  as  our  final  happiness,  will 
Hnkc  us  aspire  to  (he  grea(est  height  of  bolincsa  we  are  cajmble 
|W  >■>  the  present  state.     For  the  end  has  always  a  powerful  vir- 
tue (H  transform  a  ntan  into  ilalikenvM:   And  heaven  19  a  state  of 
perfect  conformity  (o  the  holy  C>od.     This  diA'crence  in  observa- 
Me  between  thu  iiniler>taiK)iiig  and  (he  will  in  their  o)H:ratioD8: 
ibc  understanding  is  fonnin;^  conreptions  of  things,  draws  (he  ob- 
ject to  itself.     The  will  is  drawn  by  the  object  it  chooses,  and  is 
^Jways  laNhioning  aiul  framing  the  soul  into  an  entire  confomiity 
■d  iL     Thus  carnal  objects,  when  propounded  as  the  end  of  s 
man,  sceredy  imprint  on  him  llLcir  likeness  ;  hit)  thoughts,  affec- 
(ioas,  aiKl  whole  convcrt;ition  i»  cjirrinl.      As  the  Psalmist  speaks 
of  the   worshi^icrs  of  ido1»,  "  they  that  nuiku  thcin  are  like  unto 
them,  »o  if  vvety  one  (hat  triisteth  in  iheni."     Whatever  we 
•dore  and  osteom,  we  are  clian^ed  into  its  imajte.     Idolaters  are 
^BStupi<l  and  MSDHvtess,  as  the  idols  to  which  they  yaj  boniafw. 
^h^lis  when  tied  is  chosen  as  our  supreme  good  and  last  end,  hy 
conversing  with  him,  the  image  of  his  glorious  holiness  is  derived 
on  the  soul,  and  it  becomes   (Jodly  :   the  heart  is  drawn    by    his 
allraclive  eseellencica,  ami  tli«  life  dircctetlto  him.     This  being 
a  point  iif  ^eat  rmportanre,  I  shall  further  pix>vc  and  illustrate  it. 
There  is  no  dclibsntinf;  abou(  (be  degrees  of  (hat  which  is  lov- 
ed for  itself  as  our  ond.     More  or  leas  msy  rei|>ect   the  owans 
that  arc  valued  and  used  to  obtain  it,  hut  the  love  of  the  end  is 
■  ""^  VOL.  I.  63 
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TUHt  and  unlimlled.  A  pbjrHician  endeavor*  to  recover  liU  pa* 
Ueot  to  wund  am)  )>(-rfect  lie.illl>,  ttml  Wiog  tfic  and  oriiisut 
lie  thai  se«ks  lor  lionor  or  riches,  is  not  content  with  a  mcdioe- 
rilj  of  S4icce3S,  but  drives  on  his  aQairH  to  the  full  period  o(  bij 
dcftir«*.  An  ardent  lovor  of  learning  with  a  noble  jealousy  strivet 
to  excel  others  in  knowled)^.  In  sboil,  no  man  designs  lail 
lOBgy  for  a  thing  ax  hift  happiness,  but  will  us«  atl  diligence  topift 
the  prciGtiC  unci  full  |)0!i5ession  of  it.  Therefore-  il  cannot  be  in- 
agined  that  any  |>cr9on  sinccicly  pruiwundi*  the  t-njoymcnt  of 
heaveti  as  hiaenci,  but  love  will  make  him  fervcnl  aad  imlutlri- 
ous  to  b«  as  heavenly  as  is  possihle  here.  He  will  strive  bf 
blessed  and  glorious  gradations,  to  ascend  to  the  perfection  of  htf 
aims  and  desires, "  to  be  holy  as  Ood  is  holy  in  alt  manner  ofcoD- 
vereation,  to  be  pure  as  Christ  is  pure."  VV'chavc  an  admirable 
instance  of  this  in  St.  P:.ul,  who  declares,  Brethren,  I  count  uA 
myself  to  have  apprehended  ;  but  this  one  thinj;  I  do,  rorgeUtflg 
tliOSG  things  wbirh  are  behind,  ami  rf^arhing  forth  unlo  ihoM 
things  which  are  before,  I  press  toward  the  mark,  for  (he  ptixc 
ofthehigh  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus,  Phil.  3.  13,  M.  His 
progress  was  great,  yet  that  did  not  nuke  him  slack  in  the  pro*' 
edition  of  hit  end.  He  lahotod  to  attain  the  precedent  of  oar 
Saviour,  to  feel  the  power  of  liia  dtath  and  It/r,  la  apprthtnd 
ChrisI  entirely  and  pcrfctly  as  ChriM  had  apprehended  him.  th 
waa  very  diligent  lo  improve  (he  divine  image  in  his  heart  aiid 
life. 

From  hence  we  may  discover  the  vanity  of  their  hopes,  ih 
are  of  lukewarm  aiTceiions  in  religion,  (the  abhorred   eharact 
of  Laodicen)   who  cMecm  it  a  pnidcnl  principle,  as  convenic 
for  thair  carnal  ease  and  inleresi,  not  to  be  airnest  in  foUowi* 
holiiwas.     Vices  in  mediocrity  are  tolerable  with  them,  only 
esccM  is  condemned.     They  content  themselves  with  a  tuvliu 
rity  in  religion,  and  arc  presumptuous  and  secure,  aa  the  cliur 
that  said,  "  1  am  rich,  ami  have  need  of  nothing."     They  bol 
as  if  they  had  found  out  the  lemperalu  region  hetwcvn  the  bur 
ing  line  and  the  frozen  pole.     Thuy  nccniint  nil  that  is  abotj 
their  degrees  in  religion,  to  be  furious  or  imliMreet  zeal, 
all  below  to  he  dead,  cold  piofjncness.     They  censure  ihoac 
hypocrisy  or  unnecessary  strictness,  who  are   visibly  better, 
stand  upon  proud  comparisons  with  iboMi  who  arc  visibly  wor 
and  thus  act  oCf  themselves  by  taxing  others.     Rut  how  ea 
do  mc»  deceive  and  damn  themselves?     Can  wo  have  too  mc 
of  heaven  upon  the  earth  ?  Can  we  become  too  like  God,  whci 
perfect  conformily  to  him  is  our  duly  and  felicity?     Indotdnoil 
vittue  coniiists  in  a  mcdiurrity,  not  of  the  habitual  quality,  IM 
of  the  alVcctions  and  actions  hctwren   the  vicious  exlreinili 
Fortitude  consists  in  the  mean  )>ctwevn   cowardice,  ami 
holdncM;  but  how   much  the  more  confirmed   l)ie  courjgc 
habit  is,  w  much  the  more  a  man  cxceb  in  that  virtue.     Lihc 
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alil>  consists  between  an  indbcrect  profuscness,  and  sordid 
Avtrice;  pxlivncc  between  a  soft  dclicaiC]r,  and  stupid  insensi- 
bilily.  Thus  philosopliic  virtue  glorivs  in  its  bcautj  as  pure  and 
entire,  between  twu  vicious  deformities.  And  the  religion  of 
many  is  paganism  dressed  up  in  a  christian  faslitDn.  Itut  this 
acdiociily  only  belongs  to  inferior  virtues,  that  respect  things  of 
created  h'mtlod  f;oodnea!f,  nnd  is  determined  according  to  the 
worth  of  their  natui^'.  But  divine  graces  respect  an  object  su- 
premely good,  and  their  perfection  consists  in  (heir  moat  ex- 
cellent degrees,  and  the  most  intense  affections  and  operations 
that  are  leading  to  it.  Faith  in  its  obedience,  hope  in  its  assii- 
rance^  love  in  iis  ardor  can  never  exceed,  When  (be  object  is 
inGnite,  a  mediocrity  is  vicious,  llumiiiiy  can  never  descend 
too  low,  nor  love  Rbt-cnd  loo  high:  for  reflocliiig  upon  our  natu- 
ral and  moral  impcr(e<:tions,  that  we  are  raised  from  nothing,  that 
we  arc  defiled  and  debased  witli  sin,  we  cannot  have  loo  low 
thoughts  of  ourselves.  And  since  God  the  sovereign  )>eing, 
tnlinile  in  perfections,  and  infuiitely  amiable,  is  the  object,  no 
Lounds  or  measure  must  bo  »ct  to  our  aflcctious,  but  with  all  our 
united  powers,  "all  the  heart,  and  with  all  the  soul,  and  with 
nil  the  mind,  and  wilb  all  the  strength,"  we  must  love  htm,  and 
please  him,  and  endeavor  to  be  beloved  of  him. 

There  are  others  will  acknowledge  their  defect,  and  tell  you 
they  do  not  pretend  lo  eminent  sanctity,  to  the  graces  of  (he 
Apostles  end  martyrs,  nor  aspire  to  their  degrees  in  glory ;  (hey 
arc  content  with  a  lower  place  in  heaven,  and  los*  strict  rcb'gion  is 
luETicient  Cor  their  piirpone.  This  deceit  is  strengthened  by  I'opery, 
that  enervates  and  dissolves  many  of  our  Saviour's  precepts,  by 
teaching  they  are  not  laws  obliging  all  christians  to  obedience,  that 
vrill  attain  to  eternal  life,  but  counsels  of  perfection  :  if  they  are 
not  done,  it  is  no  sin  ;  and  the  perf»rmani-c  of  them  meritoriously 
'entitles  to  a  richer  crown.  And  though  men  by  impure  iodul- 
sencies  please  their  sensual  nUections,  yet  by  tasting  purgatory 
ID  the  way,  they  may  come  to  heaven  on  easier  terms,  than  an 
Universal  rcsi>ecl  lo  (iod's  command*,  and  an  equal  caie  to  ob- 
serve them,  but  dcnlh  will  confute  all  these  feeble  wTetched 
Rretertceji:  for  though  the  saints  above  sbinc  with  an  unequal 
rightncss,  aa  the  stars  differ  in  glory ;  yet  none  are  there  but 
taints.  .\nd  tltose  who  do  not  mourn  under  Ibeir  imperfections, 
und  unfetgnedly  desire  and  endeavor  lo  be  belter,  were  never 
really  good.  The  iilolhful  servant  that  did  not  waste,  but  neg- 
lect to  improve  his  talent,  was  cast  into  "  outer  darkness." 
There  are  different  degrees  of  punishment  in  hell,  but  the  least 
miserable  there  are  miserable  forever.  In  short,  ii  is  a  perfect 
contradiction,  a  prodigy,  for  any  man  lo  think  he  is  sincere  in 
his  choice,  and  prepared  in  his  aflcclions  for  the  pure  glorious 
felicity  in  heaven,  that  does  not  labor  to  "  cleanse  himself  from 
all  pollutions  of  flcali  and  spirit,  and  to  ptrfeet  holiness  in  the 
fear  of  God.'* 
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CliAPTSR  X. 

TbnrJMMc<!')flioiiircaiBU>tlN!  eoHjriiiitheEnmoofMrdajra.  TbooboiMinui 
be  rotimaiiL  Scvli^  pcm«v*irajic«  incMdw  the  pannuMnt  nndtne*  rf 
vmre  ill  Ui«  mkiI,  Mid  tli«  raerchiu  of  it,  and  prot^rvai  towards  (lerAdlc^ 
Pnncvnnuica  ii  rei(uircd,  DotvritliBlan<ltiiK  all  ii^mfitatMMU  that  hmv  allara  w 
teniff  iu>  Grom  our  duty.  8oviiii(  jiorsvVrniDPi)  cxcladiw  not  ■llMii^tw 
tolal  a|K»iarC^  aiiil  luial  iuipf^nitunc]'.  Tbu  (ouoerily  of  otiedjaactt  iad» 
C(>vi-n'il  liy  iti  coiuKancy.  A  c«rrupt  cofifuleiice,  w  a  vicioua  iliji»<iiii  if 
q>irii,  ihc'  uimiins  in  oumolvcti,  and  diainisting  God  ore  ciitially  ~ 

'  ki  tliu  atability  of  a  cJinatian. 


[t.]  Tbe  choice  of  eternal  felicity  must  be  earlT-iin  the  pr 
o^Durdaj-s.  The  rule  ofourdutj,  and  reason  binds  us  "  to  re- 
member our  Creator  in  our  youth,"  (o  yny  him  the  lirst  froits  of 
our  tine  and  strength.  When  we  arc  surrounded  with  enticing 
objects,  and  the  senses  are  entire  and  most  cnpdbic  to  enjoy 
them,  when  the  eleeling  jwwers  are  in  their  rigor,  then  it  u 
just  we  should  live  to  God,  obey  him  as  our  lawgiver,  and  prefer 
the  fruition  of  him  in  heaven,  the  reward  of  obedience,  before 
all  the  pleasures  of  vanity.  It  is  very  honorablo  and  pleas- 
ing (o  Cod  to  give  the  heart  to  him,  when  the  flesh  and  the  world 
strongly  solicit  to  withdraw  it.  It  is  a  high  endearment  of  the 
soul  to  hitn,  when  his  excellencies  are  prevalent  in  the  esteem 
and  alTeetions,  above  all  the  charms  of  the  creatures.  And  it  is 
an  uniipi'akithlc  enliitfnction  to  the  spirit  of  a  man,  to  declare  tba 
(ruth  uml.-ilrtngth  of  his  love  to  God,  by  despising  teroptatjona, 
when  they  are  most  inviting,  and  the  uppetile  is  eager  for  the 
enjoyment  of  them.  But  alas !  how  iiiiiny  ncKloct  their  duly, 
and  defer  their  happiness  f  thoy  think  it  too  soon  to  live  for  hea- 
ven, "before  the  evil  days  come,  wherein  they  shall  have  oo 
pleasure,"  when  (hey  cannot  sin  and  vainly  presume  they  can 
repent.  The  danger  of  Ihia  I  have  considered  in  the  diseoorse  of 
death,  and  shall  iherE^fore  proceed  lo  the  next  head. 

(3.]   Our  choice  of  heaven  must  be  cimstnnt  .ind  Insttng. 

The  two  principal  rules  of  the  spiritual  life  arc  lo  liegia  aod 
end  well :  to  fix  and  establish  the  main  design  for  everlasting 
happiness,  and  from  a  determinate  resolution,  and  rstified  pnrpoM 
of  licart,  to  pursue  it  with  fiminesai  and  eonstaney  :  (o  live  for 
heaven,  and  with  readiness  and  courage  to  die  for  it,  if  the  glur^ 
of  God  so  require.  Perseverance  is  iudis)H:uaubly  necessary  ta 
all  that  will  obtain  tlie  eternal  reward,  ~ 
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Por  tho  clearing  this  most  important  point,  I  will, 

I.  Rppresi-iil  from  sctiplurc  the  ide.i  of  perseverance,  that  is 
attended  wilti  salvation. 

II.  CoDNclcr  wlijr  it  is  so  strictly  required. 

I.  (1.)  Sariog  perseverance  indiidcs  the  pcrmKnunl  residence 
of  grace  in  the  soul :  it  is  composed  of  tlio  whole  chain  of  (graces, 
the  union  of  holy  habits  that  arc  at  first  infused  into  n  rhriatian 
by  the  sanctifying  Spirit.  When  eternal  life  is  promised  to  faith, 
or  lore,  or  hope,  it  is  upon  supposal  that  those  )i;races  being 
planted  in  the  hcnrt,  shall  finally  prosper,  lie  that  is  f.iithftil  to 
tho  death,  shall  inherit  the  crown  of  life,  Rer.  2.  It  is  love  that 
never  fails,  I  Cor.  13.  that  shall  enter  into  heaven.  "  It  is  hope 
Qna  unto  the  end,"  that  shall  he  accomplished  in  a  glorious  frui- 
tion. If  grace  be  disseised  by  a  usurping  lust,  aposlacy  will  IbU 
low,  and  liie  forfeiture  of  our  richt  in  ihc  kingdom  of  heaven. 

(2.)  Grace  must  be  continually  drawn  forth  into  exercise,  ao> 
cording  to  our  several  states  and  duties,  and  the  various  oeca> 
aions  that  happen  in  our  course  through  the  world.  Those  "  who 
are  light  in  the  Lord,  arc  commanded  to  walk  as  children  of  the 
light ;"  to  signify  the  excellency  and  purity  of  the  christian  life. 
"  Those  who  live  in  tlie  Spirit,  must  walk  in  the  Spirit ;"  that 
is,  by  a  conspicuous  course  of  holiness  declare  the  vi^or  and  cf* 
ficacy  of  the  divine  principle  that  is  communicated  to  tliem. 
"  PatUtan  sejiulla  dhttit  inertia  ctlala  virlas .-"  virtue  that 
breaks  not  forth  into  visible  actions,  is  not  worthy  of  the  name. 
The  inerc  sh^tainine  from  evil  is  not  sufficient,  but  all  the  [logi- 
tive  acts  of  the  IwTy  life  are  to  be  constantly  done.  In  dis- 
charging both  these  parts  of  our  duty,  complete  religion  is  ex- 
prewed,  and  the  power  of  grace  consists. 

(3.)  IVrsevcrnncc  includes  not  only  continuance  in  well-do- 
ing, but  fervor  and  proj;rc-ss  towards  |)erfection.  There  arc  two 
fixed  states,  the  one  in  heaven,  the  other  in  hell.  The  Messed 
^irits  above  are  arrived  to  the  height  of  holiness.  The  Devil 
and  damned  spirits  arc  sunk  to  the  lowest  extremity  of  Sin. 
But  in  the  middle  state  here,  graee  io  the  saints  is  a  rising  grow- 
ing liglit ;  anil  sin  in  the  wicked  improves  every  day,  like  poison 
to  ft  serpent,  that  becomes  mure  deadly  by  his  age.  We  arc  in- 
Jotncd  not  to  rem^iin  in  our  fii-st  iin)>i'rrec[ion9,  hutlo'Tullovr 
"■olincss"  to  the  utmost  issue  of  our  lives,  to  its  entire  consum* 
nation.  For  this  end  all  the  dispensations  of  Providence  must 
be  improved,  whether  prosperous  or  afflictinc.  And  the  ordin- 
anees  of  the  gospel  were  appointed,  that  in  the  use  of  them  we 
may  be  ''changed  into  the  divine  imaftc,  from  glory  to  glor)'." 

(-1.)  Perseverance  is  required  notwithMamling  all  Icinplalious 
Uiat  may  idture  «r  terrify  ii;<  from  our  dulies;  whatever  alfects  us 
one  way  or  ulher,  while  we  are  clothe<l  with  frail  llcsh.  It  ia 
the  funnaotcntal  principle  of  Christianity  declared  by  our  Sav- 
iour, "  If  any  man  will  come  after  me,"  that  is,  be  my  disciple 


or  HEavkk. 

I  ind  sorranl,  "  let  Mm  dcnj  MmMlf,  and  lake  up  liU  cross,  i 
j  IdIIqw  mo;'*  eTCn  to  be  erucified  with  liim,  rather  tbui  iirilft 
[forfcil  itis  iiitoRrity  «id  lojaltj-  (o  Christ,     lie  must  by  *  ' 
ervd  fixvd  rr;»ululion  direst  himself  of  all  things,  evvD  theiiKM_ 
I  Valued  ii»d  destiakle  in  ihu  prcsc-nt  world,  nod  Kctuallf 
them,  nay  enteitaio  what  is  most  distasteful,  "and  rojiat 
blood,"  rather  ihnn  desert  his  duty. 

I.  He  must  with  unfaintiiii;  patience  continue  in  ieit^hSti 
liy,   notwithstandingall  miseries  and  calamities,  losses,  dtsgrae 
aenis,  or  death  itself,  which  wicked  men,  aod  greater  ene^ 
the  powers  of  darkness,  can   inllicl   upon  him.     To  thoiB 
who  by  patient  continuance   in  welldoing,  suck  for  filory,  i 
and  immortality,  eternal  life  is  ptomii>ed,  Rom.  2.     He  thai 
durcs  to  the  end  (notwithstanding  the  most  terrible  suflciin^aj 
which  he  is  exposed  for  Christ's  sake,)  shall  be  saved,  Mat.  ~ 
3^.     In  this  a  christian  must  be  the  express  image  of  his  Saviei) 
"  who  for  the  joy   that  was  set  before  him.  endured   the  i 
despised  the  sharae,  and  is  set  down  at  the  ri|:;lit  hand  of 
Disf^racc  and  p.iin  arc  evils  (hat  human  nature  has  n  most  lend 
sense  of;  yet  the   Son   of  Cod,  with  a  divine  fjencrotjljr 
eonatancy,  endured  them  in  the  highest  dej^«es.     He  wu  i 
ed  as  a  feigned  king,  and  a  false  prophet.     He  sulTered  a 
dcslh,  and  by  the  cross  ascended  to  ^ory.     And  we  niuU  foil 
him  if  wc  desire  to  be  where  he  is. 

S.  But  this  is  not  the  only  trinl  of  a  christian.     Prosperili 
a  more  dangerous  enemy,  to  tJic  Boul,  tbougli  advcisily  be  mon 
rigorous. 

Stvior  ortiuM. 
Incuniliit  luzurio.       Jutrl 

For  the  spirit  is  cxcile^l  by  perih  and  dilhcullies  to  9Cck  to 
for  strength,  and  with  vigilant  le^tlutc  lhou);ht9  tinilesalli 
powers  to  oppose  them';    but  it  ia  made  weak  and   cardcsgj 
what  is  f^rntefHl  to  the  sensual  inclinations.     It  keeps  close  ' 
spiritual  annor   in  the  Ufien  eneounier  of  dangers  (h^t  thrva 
its  ruin,  but  is  enticed  to  put  it  nil'  by  the  caresses  aiKl  bL 
menls  of  the  world.     It  does  not  see  its  enemies  under  th«i 
f^uisc  of  a  ple.tsani  temptation.     Thus  sin  in<iinuates  ilMlf,  i 
by  Hiealing  steps  pets  into  the  throne  wiihoiit  observatiou. 
man  is  wounded  with  a  pleasant  temptation,  as  wilh  the  plaf 
that  (lies  in  the  dark,  and  grace  is  insensibly  weakened.     >'r 
hence  it  is,  that  adversity  often  reforms  the  vicious,  nod 
polity   corrupts  the   virtuous.     Now   perseverance  must   be 
proof  against   fuc  and  water,  against  whatever  nay  lerrifj'  w 
allure  us  from  oui  duty. 

"  NbIbMt  niiinftm  iiiiCTpaNTtim  Hiipcretiinix,  oxuiliir,  iHe  Umtai  bee 
apponitu,  i]ij<fit  «!  Jinjioliavunl,  imiisimtDbii,  nitd  tuliiis  corporis  niii  I 
impcUim  coiiulat,  ci  labortm  untHtioiiu  ckbtiunaL    Patiiia, 
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(5.)  SftvlDgperseTenuiee  excludes  not  all  sins,  but  total  apos- 
ta^,  and  final  impenitency,  which  are  fatal  and  deadly  under  the 
new  covenant.  If  the  righteous  turneth  away  from  hia  ri^teous- 
nesfl,  aod  commitetb  iniquity,  and  doth  accot^ing  to  all  th«  abom- 
inationB  that  the  wicked  man  doth,  shall  he  lire  f  All  his  right- 
eousness that  he  hath  done  shall  not  be  mentioned ;  in  his  tres> 
passes  Aat  he  hath  trespassed,  and  in  his  sin  that  he  halh  sinned, 
ne  shall  die,  Ezek.  18.  24.  If  any  man  draw  back,  my  soul  shall 
Inve  no  pleasure  in  him,  saith  the  Lord,  Heb.  10.  38.  These 
Areateninga  imply,  there  is  a  pouibitity  of  tfaesaints  falling  sway 
eonsidered  in  tbemselres ;  but  not  that  they  are  ever  lotaliy  de- 
Mrted  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  left  under  the  reigning  power  of 
•ii).  The  threatenings  are  intended  to  awaken  their  care,  and  are 
preservatives  of  them  from  ruin,  and  have  a  singular  influence  on 
their  perseverence.  A  vigilant  and  cautious  fear  esUblishes  the 
eertaitity  of  their  hope.  Indeed  from  the  relics  of  weakness  and 
eormption  in  the  saints,  they  sotnetimes  actually  fall  into  pre- 
snmptuous  sins,  and  by  rebellious  relapses  wound  conscience, 
and  let  out  much  of  the  vital  spirits,  their  graces  and  comforta. 
Bat  though  the  divine  nature  is  miserably  wasted'by  such  sins, 
yet  it  is  not  abolished.  As  after  the  creation  of  light,  there  was 
never  pure  and  total  darknes  in  the  world.  Grace  does  not  con- 
sist in  a  point,  but  is  capable  of  degrees.  The  new  creature  may 
decline  in  beauty  and  strength,  yet  life  remain.  Between  a  lively 
and  dead  faith,  there  may  be  a  fainting  faith ;  as  in  St.  Peter,  for 
certainly  our  Saviour  was  heard  in  his  prayer  for  him,  that  his 
"  feith  should  not  fail"  in  hia  dreadful  temptation.  The  saints  do 
not  by  a  particular  fall  extinguish  the  first  living  principles  of 
obedience,  faith  and  lore ;  nor  change  their  last  end,  by  an  entire 
turning  from  God  to  the  world.  In  short,  a  tingle  act  of  wicked- 
ness does  not  reduce  them  into  a  state  of  unregeneracy :  for  it  is 
not  the  matter  of  Ihe  sin  singly  considered,  but  the  disposition  of 
the  sinner  that  denominates  him.  If  grace  in  the  sainta  should 
utterly  perish,  as  some  boldly  assert,  their  recovery  would  be  im- 
possible :  for  the  Apostle  tells  us,  that  **  if  those  who  are  enlight- 
ened, and  had  tasted  of  the  heavenly  gift,"  that  had  been  under 
some  common  workings,  and  lower  operations  of  the  spirit,  if  such 
fail  away  untversoUy,  and  live  in  a  course  of  sin  opposite  to  their 
former  illuminations  and  resolutions,  it  is  impossible  to  renew 
them  by  repentance ;  how  much  more  then  if  those  who  were 
truly  sanctified  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  should  entirely  lose  all  those 
gracious  habits  planted  in  them  in  their  regeneration  ?  But  Da- 
vid, though  guilty  of  adultery  and  murder,  sins  of  so  foul  a  nature 
aa  would  dishonor  paganism  itsclT,  and  "made  the  enemies  of  God 
to  blaspheme,"  was  restored  by  repentance.  The  gospel  pro- 
pounds a  remedy,  not  only  for  sins  committed  before  conversion, 
but  after  it.  "  If  any  man  sin,  we  have  an  advocate  with  the  Fa- 
ther, Jesua  Christ  the  righteous."    God  doea  not  revoke  the 
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adoption,  nor  revene  the  justification  of  «  bdierer,  bat  vpaa 
■candalous  diaorden,  the  effects  of  jiutifieatioD  are  aufpendel 
with  respect  to  the  new  contracted  guilt,  until  there  be  nnent 
and  actual  repentance.  He  is  not  disinherited,  but  hia  rt^t  tD 
the  kingdom  of  heaTen  is  ecUpaed  as  to  the  oomfbrtablB  seuHof 
it,  nay  suspended,  till  by  renovation  he  is  qualified  and  made  fit 
for  the  enjoyment  of  that  pure  inheritance.  For  those  sina  lAidt 
are  ajuat  cause  of  excommunicating  an  offender  from  the  ehudi 
on  earth,  woutd  exclude  him  from  the  Itiagdoin  of  hearen  wilhwt 
repentance.  Our  Saviour  tells  us,  "what  is  bound  on  eaith,il 
ratified  in  heaven."  And  the  Apostle  expressly  deelarea  of  those 
kinds  of  sin  for  which  professors  must  be  removed  irom  the  cob- 
munionof  saints  here,  that  they  are  an  exclusive  bar  from  Ae 
kingdom  of  heaven.  But  I  have  written  to  you,  not  to  ke^p 
company,  if  any  that  is  called  a  brother  be  a  fornicator,  or  cov^ 
toua,  or  an  idolater,  or  a  railer,or  a  drunkard,  or  an  extortioDer; 
with  such  aone,QO  not  to  eat,  1  Cm*.  6.  11.  And  know  ye  not 
that  the  unrighteous  shall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God?  Be 
not  deceived:  neither  fornicators,  nor  idolators,  nor  adultereis, 
nor  effeminate,  nor  covetous,  nor  drunkards,  nor  revtiers,  nor 
extortioners,  shall  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God,  1  Cor.  6.  9, 10. 
If  one  that  is  truly  a  child  of  God  fall  into  any  of  these  sins, 
till  by  an  extraordinary  repentance  he  is  prepared  for  pardcm,  he 
cannot  obtain  it,  nor  have  a  comfortable  hope  of  entering  into 
heaven.  For  only  those  "  who  are  justified,  are  glorified."  Is- 
deed  it  is  not  imaginable  where  "  the  seed  of  God  remains,"  the 
vital  principle  of  grace,  as  it  docs  in  "all  that  are  born  of  God" 
but  that  notorious  sins  that  cannot  be  concealed  from  the  viewol' 
conscience,  will  cause  slings  and  sorrows  proportionable  to  tbcii 
malt^ity,  and  consequently  a  hatred  and  forsaking  of  them.  Now 
perseverance  princtpuUy  respects  the  end  of  our  course  :  there 
may  be  interruptions  in  the  way  for  a  time  ;  but  if  with  renewed 
zeal  and  diligence  we  prosecute  our  blessed  end,  wc  shall  not  fall 
short  of  it. 

II.  I  come  now  to  consider  the  second  thing  propounded,  the 
reason  why  prcsevercnce  is  requisite  in  all  that  will  obtain  eter- 
nal life;  and  it  is  this,  that  their  sincerity  may  be  discovered  by 
constancy  in  obedience  under  all  trials.  "  Blessed  is  the  man 
that  endures  temptation,  for  when  lie  is  tried,  he  shall  receive  the 
crown  of  life,  which  the  Lord  hath  promised  to  them  that  love 
him."  The  law  rcquirelh  unsinning  obedience  as  the  condition 
of  life,  the  promise  that  gives  right  to  the  reward.  Now  sinceri- 
ty implies  such  an  entire  love  of  God,  as  makes  a  person  submit 
to  all  duties  commanded  in  his  law,  .ind  all  trials  appointed  by 
his  providence.  A  high  example  we  have  of  this  in  Abraham, 
when  he  was  commanded  to  offer  up  his  only  son  Isaac,  and  by 
his  own  h»nds,  fur  a  burnt-offering.  This  was  to  kill  a  double 
sacrifice  at  one  blow ;  for  the  life  nf  Abraham  was  bound  up  iu 
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Isaac:  he  lived  in  him  more  dearlr  thnn  in  himself;  all  hisjnjr, 
all  hi^pnsterily  by  Sjtnih  had  died  in  Isnac.  What  reseiKinffnlii^ 
H'hiit  reMs1;iti<;<!  ol'ikatiirc  (lid  he  HtilTcr  ^  Vol  presently  head- 
dressed  hirowir  to  perform  hi«  <luty.  W!io  ever  saw  a  more  glo- 
riouB  victory  orcr  all  the  tender  and  powerful  paitsioDS  nf  human 
nature^  O  unexampled  ohedience!  heingaii  original  wilhoulnny 
prccrdcnl  to  imitate,  and  without  a  copy  ta  succeed  i(.  After 
(his  clear  infallible  testimony  of  his  sincerity,  the  angel  de(darbd 
from  ht'svon,  "Now  1  knoiv'  that  thou  tcarcat  tiod,  seeing  thou 
hast  not  wilhhcld  thy  »un,  thine  only  sun  from  me."  And  it  is 
said  eonceniin^  the  followers  of  the  Lamb,  that  "  they  loved  not 
their  lives  unto  the  death."  The  love  nf  Christ  that  animated 
them  in  alt  their  sufferings,  was  sweeter  than  lite,  and  stronger 
than  death. 

Indeed  there  was  a  wonderful  ditTerenee  in  the  behaviour  of 
the  martyrs  under  sutfcrinin^,  hut  in  all,  the  same  persevering 
grace  was  evident  (hough  working  variously.  Some  in  the  most 
beautiful  llower  o(  their  age  eneountered  Gro  and  sword,  lorment- 
ers  and  torments,  with  that  sensible  joy,  with  those  songs  of 
praise  lo  Christ,  as  if  they  saw  the  heavens  open  with  St.  Ste- 
phen,  and  tWir  Saviour  ready  to  receive  and  cronn  them.  But 
mauy  others,  as  *  Chrysoslom  testifies,  went  to  the  tribunals,  to 
the  theatres,  to  death,  with  m»ny  appearances  of  fear.  Upon 
Itenrine  the  wild  be.ists  roar,  they  were  struck  with  horror;  at 
the  signt  of  tho  executioners  and  the  instruments  of  torment, 
Ibey  were  pale  and  trembling.  The  ticsh  seemed  to  ciy  out, 
"O  let  this  eup  pass  from  me  ;"  yet  weak  and  faint,  it  followed 
the  spirit,  that  eorrccled  the  natural  desire,  with  "not  my  will, 
but  thine  he  dune."  As  the  moon  in  eclipse,  though  obscure, 
yet  goes  on  in  a  regular  course,  a^  when  it  i»  full  of  light  by  the 
reflection  of  the  sun  :  so  those  desolnle  matyrs,  though  as  it  were 
forsaken,  and  deprived  of  the  bright  beams  of  comfort,  yet  perse* 
Ter«d  in  their  profession  of  the  truth.  When  one  word  to  re- 
nounce Christianity  would  have  saved  them,  no  torments  could 
force  it  fnim  thi^m,  but  they  patiently  endured  all.  Now  in  these 
(be  combat  of  nature  was  visible,  and  the  admirable  power  of 
grace.  They  first  overcame  their  own  fears,  the  reluclancy  of 
the  carnal  part,  thetr  affection  to  whatever  is  desirable  in  the 
world,  which  is  the  noblest  victory,  and  then  the  cruelly  of  their 
persecutors.  In  them  was  verified  the  testimony  of  the  spirit, 
"  Here  is  the  fMliencuof  the  saints  :  here  are  they  tliat  keep  the 
command  of  (>nd,  an<l  the  faith  of  Jesus. 

ilut  how  many  appear  fattlil'ul,  whde  their  feith  is  not  to  be 
shewed  by  diiTicult  works,  snd  proved  by  sufferings  ?  The  seed 
that  fell  on  the  stony  ground,  sprang  up  as  hopeful  as  the  seed 
in  the  good  ground  at  hrst;  but  when  tribulation  came,  it  witU- 
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cred  »way,  wanting  the  root  of  Binfcriljr.  And  that  wIiK-h  w 
■own  amonn;  thorns,  was  choked  by  ili«  rareD  an<)  pleawirM 
■  he  world.  Some  lust  in  the  heart  into r wen ves  with  the  affeet* 
and  causes  aiwolacy.  How  manr  from  glorious  t>egiiinings,hav6 
made  a  laincnlnble  end  ?  Not  only  inercenaries  in  religiOB, 
whose  zeal  wn*  a  forri^  complexion,  not  sjiringine  fron  u  in- 
ward principle  of  life  and  health,  relinquish  even  the  prof 
of  Godliness,  when  their  gain  ceases;  but  some  who 
thought  themselves  sincere,  yet  in  times  of  dnn^er  their  rctel 
tions,  like  the  tuoming  dew,  have  suddeid}'  vanished.  A* 
foolish  hiiildcr  that  con){>uted  not  the  charges  of  his  dcsipii 
work,  began  to  raise  a  magDificent  structure,  but  unable  to  lii ' 
it,  laid  the  foundation  in  his  own  shame.  They  repented 
choice  of  heaven  when  they  saw  what  it  must  cost  iheai, 
would  save  the  worki  with  the  loss  of  their  souU. 

Others  that  l>c|;iin  in  the  trpirit,  and  with  raised  aflfcctioM 
out  in  the  ways  of  Godlincs.'f,  yvt  by  the  allurements  of 
lusts  Mid  temptations,  (and  therefore  with  greater  *  ^uill) 
tlMir  first  love,  and  end  in  the  flesh.     They  tall  from  high 
sesaion,  but,  deceived  by  sol)  pleasure,  feel  not  the  fall, 
were  never  sincere,  and  never  hod  a  right  to  heaven, 
look  up  sudden  resolutions,  not  grounded  in  serious  and  d< 
thoughts,  and  for  a  Hash  were  hot  and  active,  hut  with  great 
vity  return  to  their  former  lust:*.     The  Apostle  tells  us  of 
"It  had  been  belter  for  them  they  had  not  known  the  way 
righteousness,  than  to  turn  back  and  voluntarily   to  forsake  i 
It  is  observed  that  boiling  water  taken  off  from  the  fire,  con^i 
more  strongly   than  that  which  was  never  heated:  because  ll 
Bublile  parts  being  evaporated  by  the  6rc,  the  roore   te' 
parts  remaining  are  mon;  capable  of  cold.     So  those  who  h 
felt  the  power  of  the   word   in  their  ad'eettoas,  and   afierw 
lose  that  holy  heat,  become  more  hardened  in  their  sins, 
justly  withdraws  his  grace,  and  the  evil  spirit  that   was  expcU 
for  a  time,  returns  with  seven  worse,  and  aggravates  his  tyrnni 

To  conclude  ;  since  tlie  certainty  of  salvation  is  condttii 
if  we  persevere  in  a  holy  state,  let  us  beware  of  a  corrupt  eoft- 
fidcnce,  and  a  vicious  dejection  of  spirit,  the  trusting  in  oi 
selves,  or  distrusting  God.     To  prevent  the  trusting  in  ouselvi 
consider, 

I .  The  most  execUenl  creatures  arc  by  the  instability  of  tM- 
ture  liable  to  defection,  subject  (o  a  corruptive  change.  Of  this 
the  fallen  angels  are  a  dreadful  example,  who  of  tbetr  owd  mo- 
tion, unlcmpted,  sinned  in  heaven. 


■  (liiip  JLuitior  vcnin  in  omnlbii*  cauna,  qimm  voIiintnriuK,  an  qiiam  inniut^ 
peci-Diur  iiiiploral?    Neptionem  quanta  comnollunt,  iniroiun  rarniflruin,f 
Quis  nuwis  noini'il,  QUI  cliriiiluiii  vcvntim, 


jinniTi  |i(iinariirii  ? 


Fvntim,  an  qui  i 
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f  2.  T)io  Ounj^or  h  ^renter  of  fulling  tiway,  wlicn  tlicj  aic  urged 
■ml  soUvitC'tl  bj  ii  violent  or  great  U-mplation.  Titus  our  firitt 
kiirents  M\,  ami  loM  luurv  );racc  in  iin  hour,  than  can  be  tccq- 
Vtcred  hy  tlu^tr  j)asl<.'nlj'  iu  ull  a^«h  Ui  (he  end  o{  the  mirM. 
r  3.  When  there  is  aupcrvcnienl  corruption  tn  (lie  ci«atures, 
Bhat  inclines  llwiu  vi'uh  earnest  proinnsilj-  (o  forbidden  things, 
nnd  takes  llame  from  ercry  Hpurk,  the  dnnuer  is  extreme.  Like 
n  besieged  cilj-  that  is  in  great  hazard  of  taking,  by  assaults  from 
nvithoul,  and  coiispirjicica  from  within.  Let  us  ihcteforu  bv  very 
Rvatclif'il  over  our  iicarts  nnd  scnsGt),  and  keep  as  mucli  at  is 
n>OH!iiMo  at  a  safe  dtMnnce  from  temptations;  an<!  be  very  dili- 
ncnt  In  the  ura  of  all  holy  means  la  ronfirni  and  fortify  our  rctio- 
Mulion't  for  hiuvcn.  (iod  promised  to  lle;eekiah  fjfconn  years, 
ll>tit  not  to  preserve  his  life  by  miracle:  he  was  obliged  to  repair 
fills  wastings  of  nature  by  daily  food,  and  to  abstain  from  what 
Fyas  noxious  and  deitiuctivo  to  his  body.  The  Apostle  excilCH 
Pehriotiaiis  "to  work  out  their  own  salvation  with  fear  and  Irem- 
BrtJWC;  for  it  i»  God  ihat  works  in  them  to  will  and  to  do  of  his 
HBqo  pleasure.  Let  him  that  stands  take  heed  lest  he  fall." 
fNon«  are  a  more  easy  con(|ucsl  to  the  tempter,  thun  those  who 
nresume  upon  their  own  sti'ength.  Wo  should  be  always  jealous 
fof  ourselves,  from  the  sad  examples  of  apostacy  in  every  age.  • 
B&t.  Ambrose  testiGcs  from  his  own  knowledge,  that  many  nder 
pho  ruurageous  enduring  of  cruel  torments  for  religion,  the  tear- 
ring  open  their  sides  that  their  howels  appeared,  aiid  the  burning 
tf)(  some  pntlii  of  their  bodies;  yet  when  led  forth  to  finish  the 
r*'  victory  of  faith,"  to  be  a  triumphant  "  s|)ectaclc  to  angels  and 
rtnen,"  when  the  blessed  rewardcr  was  ready  to  put  the  martyrs' 
Kcrown  on  their  heads,  at  the  sight  of  their  mourning  witob  and 
tchiUlrcn  in  the  way,  were  overcome  by  pity,  the  weakest  nfTce- 
rltoft  aixl  failed  in  the  last  act  of  christian  fortitude.  "  \Vc  must 
niray  to  he  siton|:th(Mied  with  all  mi^hl,  according  to  hisgloriuus 
I  power,  unto  all  patience  and  long-sutfeiing  with  jo j  fulness."  Kor 
^Mtnc  may  vij;orous!y  resist  one  sort  of  lomplaiion,  and  render 
I'tbentsclves  to  others.  And  if  finally  vanquished  by  one  of  those 
Peocmies,  wc  lose  our  victory  and  crown. 

w  And  as  ptesumption  betrays  the  Noul  into  the  devil'ssnares,M 
I  a  vicious  dejection  of  spirit  from  a  distrust  of  relief  from  God  in 
I  our  difficulties,  and  hi*  assistance  with  our  unfeigned  endeavors 
r  for  salvation,  is  very  pernicious.  Kor  this  damps  industry,  and 
ftcauses  either  a  tol^l  neglect,  or  uncomfortable  use  of  means  for 
I  that  end.  Many  christians  considering  their  graces  .ire  weak, 
L  their  nature  ficklo  and  apt  to  revolt,  and  ready  (ns  David  said, 

■      *  Detii'i ;  sejid  rn^piOTimuti,  anoniom  qucin  fumiitloliUKB  comificuni  pomjui 

r  iton  t«mii(,  n'.v  ituvivi  loiviiii  >u1cui)  iativgil,  iiec  tirdcutcs  latiiiiirKA  tritmipM- 

lia  fartiniiliiiiR  vi^n- iiIkIiii-ivu  |H>tiitTUiit,  piim  lni«r  «ncni  pnrmin  cODMilu- 

uim,  uxor  tcncru  pruli*  oblaiiooc,  misoiKbilis  uniiis  laccj'mu  miKraiioDO  dc- 
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'*Onc  day  I  slinll  p«m1i  hy  Ihcliand  of  S»iil)"  (o  conrtudp; 
of  the  ixitutt  o(  (heir  coudiljoti.     To  encourage  such, 
coitsiiler,  tliat  pereeTerance  b  not  only  a  condition,  but  a  prin- 
lege  of  the  covenant  of  cracc  ;  for  that  assures  us  of  eu|>pl}'i  ~ 
spiri(ual  sireaelh  to  iho  sincere  believer,  for  pcrfomting  tbe  <  ^ 
dilion  it  requiri-s.     Iiidce<),  if  ^rarc  were  the  mete  product  < 
freic-will,  ibc  nioM  fervent  rcwliitioiis  would  vanish  into  a 
oftim  (be  (UMaiiti  of  an  overpoweiing  lempiation  :  a»  Hcxekii 
acknowledged,  that  (he  Assyrian  kings  had  "destroyed  ihei^ 
of  the  nations,  that  were  oo  gods,  but  idols,  the  work  of  nwi 
hands."     But  sanctifying  grace  is  the  efleet  of  the  Holy  Spirid 
and  he  that  "  begins  that  good  work  in  ihu  saints,  will  perfornf 
until  the  dny  of  .le«us  Christ."     He  that  inclined  ihemjoyt  ' 
to  chooMt  the  dpiritual  eternal  good,  will  bind  (heir  uncont 
hearts,  that  by  a  faithful  adheience  they  shall  cleave  (o  ihoir  ilu^ 
and  felicity.     God  hnth  most  graciously  declared,  "  I  will  put  i 
Spirit  into  their   heart,  that  they  shall  ucver  depart  from  . 
The  promiso  is  founded  tn  (he  unchniigeable  lore  of  God  (o  I 
pvople.     Were  God,  m  man,  subject  to  rariadon,  there  nii|tbt  I 
jealousiea  in  Iteliev-ers,  le&t  they  should  lose  hia  goodwill: 
those  who  depend  on  piinces  aie  suspicious,  lest  from  the  natal 
al  inconstancy  ol  the  human  will,  a  new  favorite  should 
plant  thcio.     "  But  whom  God  loves,  he  lotes  to  the  end."  Ti 
Apostle  prays  for  the  Theasalunians,  ihnt  *'  God  woukl  prc*cr 
thcin  blameless  until  the  coming  of  Christ ;"  by  (his  comidoi 
lion,  "  Faithful  is  he  (hat  callelh  you,  he  will  do  it."   He  spea 
of  the  internal  call,  that  otwnii  (he  heart,  and  ovi;ri»owcrs  all  i" 
sistance :  as  when  the  angel  came   with  a  li^lit  .iliining  in  the 
prison  to   St.  Peter,  and  »1ruck  him  on  the  side,  bid  liim  arise 
quickly,  loosed  hin  rhninn,  and  led  him  through  the  guards,  ojico- 
ed  ibc  doors,  and  restored  hiio  to  Iib4.'rly.  The  effectual  calling  <rf  a 
sinner,  is  the  visible  and  infalliblu  cll'cct  of  electing  mercy  ; 
God  is  unchatigeable  in  his  own  puqiose,  mid   niithful  to 
promises,  of  blinking  all  such  by  sanctilicalinn  to  glory, 
same   Apostle   teJls  the  saints  at  Corinth,   'I'hal  (he   Ijcdccii: 
would  confifm  them  to  the  end :  "  God  is  f^iilhful,  bj  whom 
are  called."     Grace  that  hm  nt  lirst  inspired,  is  continually 
tuatcd  by  the  spirit,  who  is  »tyled  "  (he  earnest  of  the  .sninla'  in- 
heiitance."  So  that  whereas  ihc  angels  that  excelled  in  strength, 
kept  not  their  lust  state  of  puii(y  and  glory,  bii(  are  sunk  into 
corruption  and  misery  ;  yet  true  humble  tH;licvcrs,  though  weak, 
and  encompassed  with  many  ditficultics,  shall  be  preserved  fron 
destructive  evil,  and  raised  to  an  unrhangcable  estate  of  piife 
lion.     This  is  truly   admirable,  as  if  the  stars  should  fall  froi 
heaven,  and  clods  of  earth  ii.vend  and  shine  in  the  firmamtt 
The  Apostle,  who  acknowledged  his  inauJfirUnejf  v/  h\vvic{f 
Ikiak  a  ^ooit  thoughly  yet  triumpli.intly  declares,   /  cau  do 
things  (within   the   compass  of  his  duty)  /hrovgh  C'hritt  lA 
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irengthena  tne.  The  love,  fidelily,  and  power,  of  God,  are  a 
lire  fountain  of  assistance  to  every  christian,  that  sincerely  le- 
nArea  and  endeavors  to  prosecute  his  last  and  blessed  end. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

Directions  to  fix  the  choice  arigtit.  The  tianger  from  the  wnse^  sod  the 
ftncj,  ofjtervertiog  our  choice.  The  power  of  fancy  considered.  The 
carnal  afiections  are  the  woret  counsellors.  The  senses  and  carnal  affec- 
ttons  are  uncapable  of  apprehending  spiritual  things :  tliey  are  dcceitfd, 
and  veiy  numerous  and  damorous.  The  ^neral  exanrpte  of  men  is  cor- 
niptJTe  of  our  judgments  about  woridJy  things.  It  is  foolish  to  be  direct- 
ed by  the  multitude,  in  an  alfeir  of  etemsl  moment  The  universa]  judg- 
ment of  worldly  men,  in  their  last  serious  hours,  is  considerate,  and  ta  bo 
beHered. 

I  shall  now  come  to  the  direction  to  fix  our  choice  aright. 

This  ia  a  matter  of  everlasting  consequence  ;  it  therefore  be- 
iomes  us  with  (he  most  intense  application  of  mind  to  consider 
it,  and  according  to  the  advice  of  wisdom,  to  "  keep  the  heart 
with  all  diligence,  for  out  of  it  are  the  issues  of  life." 

Indeed,  the  choice  were  not  difficult  between  Iving  vanities 
uid  substantial  blessedness,  if  uncomipted  reason  had  the  supe< 
rior  sway  ;  but  in  this  lapsed  state  of  nature,  the  understanding 
ind  will  are  so  depraved,  that  present  things  (pleasing  to  sense) 
raTish  the  heart  into  a  compliance.  Men  are  deceived,  not  com- 
pelled into  ruin  :  the  subtile  seducer  prevails  by  fair  temptations. 
This  will  be  evident,  by  reflecting  upon  the  frame  and  composi- 
tion of  man,  as  he  consists  of  apvit,  soul  and  body,  and  the  man- 
aer  of  his  acting.  The  spirit  is  the  intellective  discerning  faculty, 
the  seat  of  reason,  capable  to  compare  and  judge  of  the  qualities 
of  things,  and  foresee  their  issues.  The  body  includes  the  lower 
bculttea,  the  senses,  fancy  and  passions,  that  are  conversant 
■bout  present  things.  The  soul  is  the  will,  the  principle  of  elec- 
tion, in  the  midst  of  the  other,  as  the  centre  to  which  all  their 
addresses  flow.  Now  upon  the  proposal  of  the  spiritual  and  carnal 
good,  in  order  to  choice,  the  will  is  to  be  directed  by  the  mind, 
and  by  its  own  authority  to  rule  the  lower  passions  :  but  alas  ! 
the  mind  has  lost  its  primitive  light  and  purity,  vigilance  and 
integrity ;  neglects  its  duty,  and  from  ignorance,  error  and  carnal 
prejudices,  often  pleads  for  the  flesh;  and  the  will,  the  rational 
appetite,  is  voluntarily  subordinate,  and  enslaved  by  the  sensi' 
five.     From  hence  it  is,  that  in  the  competition,  heaven  ( with 


OP  HKAVE!*. 

M  its  frlor^ )  h  despised,  and  the  present  world  rm^neefl: 
open  this  t«or«  irartieularlj,  conwiJer, 

I.  The  fi«n!tes  can  onljr  lastc  and  cnjn/  grosser  dreggy 
sures. 

a,  I'be  Tanrj  thiit  dci>eiida  upon  them  in  its  opcnilioDs,  sndj 
giiiik-d  hj  their  n-porl,  conceives  of  felicitj  onlj  under  the  i 
lion  of  sensitive  jileasure.  Wc  may  illtistraie  this  hjr  (he  p» 
liee  of  *  Aretiua  a  jrainlcr,  recorded  with  infamy;  who  bei^g 
often  employed  to  )>aiii(  the  goddesses  lo  be  set  in  the  PagM 
(emplps,  always  drew  their  pictures  by  the  faeea  and  eompleswM 
of  his  harlotflj'thnt  (lie  objects  of  his  impure  love  might  have  « 
eralion,  and  divinity  attributed  to  them,  under  (he  titles  and 
lencc  of  Minerva,  Juno,  Diaua,  and  the  other  goddesses  ador 
by  the  heathens.  This  impiety  in  an  idolaicr,  is  resembled  I 
men  who  fancy  happiness  (that  is,  a  spiritual  divine  pctfcctla 
enjoye<l  in  the  glorious  vision  of  Got! )  to  be  n  carnal  fniitiii  , 
and  having  with  sensible  colors,  and  lineaments  ropresrnled  it 
agreeable  to  their  brutish  fncnities,  placed  it  in  their  heart*,  i 
sacrifice  nil  their  lh»U|thi«,  aflertiuns  and  service  to  it. 

The  fancy  is  very  powerful  in  men  upon  a  double  aceouBl:^ 

I.  The  understanding  nnturnlly  receives  the  notions  of  thin 
by  phantasms,  that  are  still  mixinc;  in  its  contcmpbtinns.     WltJ 
the  soul  is  confined  to  a  tabernacle  of  flesh,  it  apptehends 
object   without  the  precedent  encilation  of   the  senses:    En 
whence  it  it  impossible,  that  a  person  absolulrly  deprivedl 
flijjlil    fri)ni  his  birlh,  should  have  an  idea  of  light,  or  eolw 

that  is  born  deaf,  should  conceive  what  Miund  is  ;  ihe  si*i 
tever  having  imported  an  account  of  it  to  tliem.     And  Ihe 
age  of  the  object  is  not  immediately  transmitted  from    the  set 
lo  the  mind,  but  first  to  the  imagination,  thai  prepares  il  fori 
view.     And  from  hence  the  sensual  fancy  is  so  predominant ' 
swaying  the  judf^nient,  and  inclining  (ho  will.     As   those  co| 
i«ellors  of  stale   that  have  (he  car  of  the  prince,  and  are  i 
tinnally  with  him,  by  specious  informations,  and  disi;iiisingti 
influence  him  to  approve  or  reject  pcriwmt  and  ihiii^B,  aci-onll 
to  the  various  aspects  |;iven  by  them.     The  same  object  proped 
ded  in  a  dark  confused  manner,  weakly  moves  us ;  but  vamiiA 
and  beautified  with  lively  and  pleasant  colors  by  the  ima^^inati^ 
i»  armed  with  such  power  that  ravishes  the  esteem  of  the  nii^ 
and  ronsent  of  (he  will.    Now  celestial  happiness  being  purtlr 
flpiiituat,  "such  as  eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  eat  heard,  nor  ent 
ed  into  the  heart  of  man  l«  conceive  ;"  ihotigh  some  discover 
he  made  of  it  by  revelation,  yet  the  imagination  makes  such] 
ohscuro  dclractiiig  idea  of  it,  that  it  eflecls  no  nore,  than  »  c 

*  Plagillo  inaiiml.  semper  allci^us  fiemtan!  amoce  flafnm^  M  el>  M 
|iingan«  sub  ctilccuniin  imagine.    iUMjUQ  ai;«rU  ejus  vcncnfaantur,    Kl 
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shadow  drawn  in  soma  imperfect  lines  of  an  estjuisile  beautj  ; 
But  when  the  fancy  is  warmed  and  enlivcncil  ))j'  the  presence  of 
sensible  objects,  it  inikes  a  rigorous  impression  n(  lliem  ii]ion  ihs 
mind,  and  that  represents  the  piclurca  of  plcawrc  nti  very  lovely 
and  delii^htful  to  the  will,  which  presently  embrncCH  ihein. 

!i.  The  fancy  has  a  marvellous  force  upon  the  Bviiitiiivc  appe- 
tilOtlhat  eaK*rty  dcNres  what  is  represented  as  picasaiil,  though 
the  enlif^ilencd  mind  sect  through  (he  temptation,  and  knot^sit  it 
a  mere  ilream,  that  hriiigs  neither  solid  nor  durable  joy.  One  in 
a  fever  is  pleased  by  imagining  fountains  and  streams,  (hough  ho 
knows  that  iraaginarv  walera  cannot  quench  his  (hirst,  nor  afford 
the  least  real  rafrcBnroent.  Now  (he  sensitive  nppctite  lieioz 
i&Hamed  by  the  fancy,  imparts  a  contagious  lire  to  the  will,  ana 
(hat  imluces  tho  mind  either  to  concur  with  it,  and  palliate  the 
decci(,  and  to  judge  favorably  nccording  (o  its  invlina(ion«,  or 
mnkc;)  it  slack  or  remiss  in  its  oHire,  diverting  the  thoughts  from 
what  might  controul  the  appetite  :  or  if  the  understanding  still  con- 
tradicts, yet  it  is  in  so  cold  and  speculative  a  manner,  that  "  the 
Uw  of  the  members'*  rebels  against  the  superior  light,  and  is  too 
strong  "  for  (he  law  of  the  roiad;"  and  that  saying  is  renlied, 

■  Video  Rieliora,  proh<Kiuc; 

*^  Uctoriora  scquor; 

I  see  what  is  worthy  to  be  chosen,  but  pursue  what  is  to  be  ab- 
horrcd.  Thus  miserably  weak  are  (he  rational  guiding  powers  in 
man  since  ht«  fall,  (hus  imperious  and  violent  the  bruliMli  faculties. 
In  short,  tUunion  and  concupiscence  are  (ho  principal  cau-tes  why 
the  most  noble  and  divine  good  is  undervalued  and  ri'jected,  in 
comparison  of  inferior  transitniy  vanities.  O  the  cheap  dainna* 
tion  of  beguiled  souls !  A  mess  of  pottage  was  more  valuable  to 
Kaau,  than  the  birthright  that  had  annexed  to  it  the  regal  and 

firieslly  dignity.  Unwise  and  unhappy  wretches!  "that  follow 
ying  vanities,  amt  fotnakc  their  own  mercies." 

Thus  I  have  briefly  #ct  down  the  process  of  men's  foolish 
choice  in  this  degenerate  state.  Now  that  we  niaj-  with  a  free 
uncorrupted  judgment  compare  Ihingi,  in  order  to  a  ivi«! 
choice  of  true  felicity,  it  follows  from  what  has  been  said,  that  a.i 
the  Apostle  in  obeying  his  heavenly  commission,  "conferred  not 
with  uesh  and  blood,"  we  must  not,  in  (his  matter  of  intinite  im- 
portance, attend, 

[1.]  To  (he  suggestions  and  desires  of  the  senses  and  carnal 
apjietites ;  which  .ire  the  worst  counsellorv,  as  beint;  unrapaMe  of 
judging  what  is  our  proper  happiness,  deceitful  an<i  importunate. 

(1.)  They  are  incapable  of  apprehending  spiritual  e(ertial 
things,  which  alone  bring  true  and  complete  satisfaction  to  the 
M>ul ;  and  cannot  look  forward  to  (ho  end  of  sinful  pleasures,  aitd 
balance  (ho  terrible  evils  Ihey  leave  a(  purling,  with  tho  slight 
vanbhing  content  (hat  spring  fruiu  their  prcs«DCO :  Therefore  as 
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btim)  persons  laj"  hold  on  thiitK*  tlicjr  rccl.iio  the  MntnlivA  (ami- 
IJeK  (lti.it  .trr  blind  and  bniti^n)  Adhere  lo  f;Ti><iM  jnciM-nt  enjojr- 
menls,  not  iindt'rMt.tuditig  the  pure  spotless  reiicity  ih^l  is  locoaac, 
nnd  dc'piiirif;  what  thej-  do  not  understand.  Now  who  wonU, 
in  an  iiliHir  upon  which  hi:<  all  depends,  advise  with  children  ani 
TooU;  whoso  judgment  of  things  i»  without  counsel,  their  coun- 
sel without  discourse,  their  discourse  without  rcaaon .'  Then  is 
nnihine  more  conli-ary  lo  the  order  of  nature,  than  Tor  menllHl 
(ihould  nlf(-ct  with  judgment,  to  judge  hy  tlteir  aiTurlions. 

[2.)  The  carniil  appetite  with  its  lusts  are  ver^- dvceitfu);  ■ 
parly  within  holding  correspondence  with  our  spiritual  enemiM, 
the  armies  of  evil  angels,  so  active  and  assiduous  in  conspiring 
aecomphshing  the  damnation  of  men.  The  Devil,  in  Scri; 
is  calle<l  (At  (rm/rfcf  hj  WAV  of  eminence,  who  managea  and 
proves  lomplaiions;  .iml  his  pvnticioufl  design  is,  by  thcobjcetaef 
»<!Hse, onlered  and  mndemorv  alluring  and  kilting  by  hisTi  ~ 
art9,  to  en^ai(e  llie  atVeclions  into  a  compliance,  ami  so  to  gain 
will.  Now  our  great  danger  is  not  »»  much  from  Satan,  the  eoi 
without,  as  from  the  carnal  appetite,  the  traitor  within,  that  gi 
hirn  the  first  and  easy  entrance  into  the  soul.  He  can  only 
lice,  by  representing  what  is  amiable  lo  sense;  but  the  c 
nppetilc  inclines  to  the  closing  with  tl.  He  tempted  .Icsus  C 
but  was  repelled  with  shame,  haring  found  niilhini(  icilhin 
lo  work  itpon.  The  perfect  regularity  of  faculties  in  our  b 
Saviour,  was  not  in  the  loist  disordereil,  neitlier  by  the  fairest  in- 
sinuations, or  most  furious  assaults :  and  we  might  preserve  our 
innocence  inviolable,  notwithstanding  all  his  attem|>ls,  did  not 
some  corrupt  aiTcclion,  cherished  in  our  bosoms,  lay  u*  naked 
and  open  to  his  poisoned  darts.  The  Apostle  Peter,  who  had  a 
spiritual  eye,  and  diaccnied  wherein  the  Ktrengih  of  our  great  en* 
cmy  lies,  admonishes  ehrinliaiis;  "Dearly  IK-Iovcd,  1  beseech 
you,  as  strangers  and  pilgrims,  abstain  fix>m  Ilc«hly  lusts,  that 
war  against  the  soul."  And  we  are  told  by  him,  that  "  the  cot- 
ruption  that  is  in  the  world,  is  through  lust."  The  outward  ob- 
jects arc  useful  and  beneficial  in  their  kind;  the  abuse  of  then 
from  lust.  The  poison  is  not  in  the  tlowcr,  hul  in  the  spider. 
is  therefore  inliiiitcly  dangerous^  lo  consult  or  trust  our  cu 
hculties  in  this  matter,  for  they  are  brihcd  and  corrupted, 
will  commend  tem(K>tal  things  to  our  choice. 

(3.*)  The  sensual  affections  are  so  numerous  and  chinorouSt 
vehement  and  hasty,  that  if  they  are  admitted  to  counsel, 
give  the  decisive  vote,  the  voice  of  coiucience  will  not  he 
or  regaided.     In  concornmenls  of  a  lower  nature,  it  is  coi  _ 
ly  seen,  that  nothing  more  disturbs  reason,  and  luaices  men 
provident   and  prei-ipitanl  in  their  determinations,  iban  a  di 
detcd  passion.     From  hence,  it  ia  a  prudent  rule,  that  as  it  is  i: 
fit  to  eat  in  the  hei)^it  of  a  fever,  because  the  meat  feeds  I. 
disease,   by  increasing  the  feverish,  not  ihe  vital  heat;    soil 
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not  |;o<k1  Io  deliberate  iii  the  heM  of  any  atfcrlioit ;  for  then 
the  thoughts  strongly  blow  up  lh«  pa»«oii,  an<l  (molhvr  Msioo, 
«nd  Ibc  mini)  is  rather  a  |Mrty  tlian  a  judge  :  but  after  the  decJio- 
alion  of  that  fovor  in  the  soul,  in  a  quiet  interval,  it  is  waMfitbls 
lo  consider.  Now  ifany  >implc  (xiisMon,  wh^n  movi^d,  Irnnsjwrta 
and  confounds  the  n)in<l,  and  innkrsit  uncapablo  of  Judgiii|rari)cht; 
much  momthn  love  ofihft  world,  n  universal  passion  that  leiKiia 
in  men,  ami  has  so  many  iiwatitiJng  desires  ansucrablr  lo  Ihe  va- 
riety of  seottble  things,  and  therefore  is  more  unruly,  lasling  and 
dangcmus,  than  any  particular  passion,  in  short,  sensual  aflec- 
tions  eaplivalc  the  tnind,  and  hinder  its  due  considering  iho  folly 
and  obliquity  of  llie  eariinl  choice,  and  %vhen  incensed,  (a.<«  dis- 
tracted pcntons  whose  strcnpth  ^rows  with  their  fury )  violently 
break  all  the  reslrninis  the  understanding  can  apply  from  reason 
and  revelation. 

[2.1   In  order  to  make  a  right  ehoiee,  wo  must  be  very  watch- 

fullest  the  general  example  of  men  faint  our  reason,  and  cause 

an  immoderate  esteem  of  temporal  things.     "  The  whole  world 

Kes  in  wickedness,"  in  a  sensual  sly,  without  conscience  of  its 

misery,  or  care  of  regaining  its  happiness  ;  deceived  and  pleased 

rith  shews  of  felicity.     The  way  lo  hell  is  broad,  as  the  inclina- 

M inns  of  the   licentious   appetite;    plcaeant,  as  the  delights  of 

ense  ;  so  plain  and  easy,  that  men  go  to  i(  blindfold  ;  and  so  fre> 

[panted,  that  it  would  force  tears  from  any  considering  person, 

m  Me  men  so  hasty  to  meet  with  damnation.     When  Calislo  the 

IBsrloi  reproached  Socrates,  (hat  there  were  more  followers  of  her 

rboauty,  than  bis  wi^om  ;    the  philosopher  replied,  that  was  not 

Mrsoge,  because  it  was  much  t^^nsicr  to  draw  ihem  in  the  way  of 

||ll«*sure,  that  is  sleep  and  slippery,  than  lo  constrain  them  to  as- 

[vend  to  virtue,   rented  on  n  hill,  where  the   ascent  is  slow,  and 

rith  toil  and  difficulty.     Xuw  ihem  is  nothing  more  contagious 

^(ban  example:  We  blindly  consent  with  the  multitude,  and  are 

ssisl  with  foolisli  wonder,  and  carnal   admiring  of  worldly 

Ines.i,  trensores  and  delights,  neglecting  lo  make  a  due  esti- 

^niation  of  things.      It  is  the  ordinary  arlilice  of  the  devit,  to  ren- 

Ldcr  temporal  things  more   valuable    and  allractive  to   particular 

Krsons,  from  the  common  praclico  of  men  who  greedily  pursue 
om  as  (heir  huppinen:  as  some  crafty  merchants,  by  Mat  n- 
^ports,  raise  the  exchange,  lo  advance  the  price  of  (heir  own  wares. 
[The  men  of  the  world  ari>  under  the  direction  of  sense,  and  think 
Ithem   only  lo  be   wiitc  imd  happy  that  shine  in  pomp,  abound 
|jn  riches,  and  oveHlow  in  pleasures.     The   F<^ntmist   tells  us  of 
llbe  prosperous   worldling,  "  thai  while  he  lives,  ho  blesses  his 
'  loal ;  and  men  will  praise  (hee  when  thou  dosi  well  to  thyself,'* 
By  vteious  imitation  our  judgments  are  more  corrupted,  and  our 
passions  raised  lo  higher  def;rees  for  painted  vanities.     The  af- 
Relions  in  (he  purmiit  of  earthly  things,  are  inflamed  hy  the  con- 
tention of  others.     And  when  holy  desires  and  resolutions  spring 
vol..  I.  C4 
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up  in  men,  yet  so  powerful  i.t  llie  ciifllom  of  the  world,  ihit  ibt; 
oi'tvi)  become  ineffectual.     Aa  a  Mp  whose  uiUare  filled  w 
fair  wind,  tiu(  makes  uo  wa^,  atopt>ed  bj  the  forcu  of  iho  can 
Now  to  foilify  us  against  the  pernicious  influence  of  cx&mi 
consider, 

1.  It  is  most  unreaitoDable  in  this  affiur  of  to  vut  moueal,  lo 
bt  under  the  direction  of  the  iDultitude.  For  (h«  most  are  sol- 
tish  and  sei)9tui),  governed  hy  the  uncertain  motion  of  a 
Toluble  fane/,  and  roving  impetuous  passion ;  so  thai  lo  lie 
hy  their  example,  and  disregard  the  solid  immoital  mles  of 
Teoljr  nisdom,  is  as  perfect  madness,  u  for  one  to  follow  a 
of  swine  throueh  the  mire,  and  leave  a  clean  path  that  lies 
fore  him.  If  Itiero  were  but  a  few  in  an  age  or  country 
wore  doluiled  with  false  oppenrances,  it  would  l>e  a  ditgreettt 
imitate  the  pnclice  of  (he  fooli^li :  and  lOiall  the  great  nunbtif 
of  the  earthly  minded  give  reputation  and  credit  to  their  errtr^ 
He  were  a  strange  fool  indeed,  that  should  refuse  a  single  ptm 
of  eoanterfeit  money,  and  receive  a  great  heap  in  pa;i  iii«nt :  m 
if  the  number  added  a  real  value  to  them.  It  is  ibereftires 
necessary  point  of  wisdom  to  divest  all  *  vulf;ar  prejudicM,  lo 
)«pnr«le  our^olveit  from  (he  mulliludv,  that  wc  may  see  (he  Tui- 
ty  of  Ihingti  thai  duz/h:  inferior  minds. 

i.  Consider  Ihe  universal  judgment  even  of  worldly  lata  in 
their  last  and  serious  hours,  when  the  prospect  of  eternal  tbii 
is  open  before  them.    How  vastly  different  are  Iheir  appre 
sions  of  temporal  things  in  the  review,  from  what   they  wert: 
ilivir  vicious  desires  i     How   often  do  ihcy  break  forth  in 
sorrowful  words  of  the  Apostle,  "  We  hnve   been    loihng 
night,  and  ctught  nothing?"     When  then;  are  hut  a  few 
ing  rands  in  ihe  glass  of  time,  and  death  shakes  tbc  glass 
tliem,  how  powerfully  do  they  preach  of  the  emptincM  and 
Dertainty  of  things  balow,   and  sigh  out  in  Solomon's  pfa 
"  All  is  vanity  f"     And  this  is  more  singularly  observable  in 
who  have  had  the  fullest  enjoyment  of  earthly  things.      HoWi 
ihry  complain  of  the  vain  world,  and  tlioir  vainer  hearts, 
oxperience  has  convinced    ihem  of  their  woful  fniJy  }     Soli 
who  was  among  other  prin<-es  as  the  sun  in  the  midst  of 
(ilanets,  that  obscures  them  by  his  illustrious  brightness; 
that  had  surveyed  this  eonlinent  of  vanity,  to  make  an  e: 
mcnt  whether  any  satisfaction  could  be  found  in  il,  at   last 
declares,  that  nil  things  here  below  are  but  several  kind* 
ranks  of  vanilics,  a<  inclTcctual  lo  make  men  happy,  as  « 
feit  jewels  of  several  colors  are  to  enrich  the  possessor 
they  are  not  only  vanity,  but  vexation,  an  empty  shew  that 
nothing  real,  but  the  Texatioa  of  diaappointment.     And  shaU 

*  Nooquam  de  vita  judicator,  semper  credHar,  saiwUaniiri  si  iNoAti 
rcmur  i  ronu.    &».  de  vii.  B<«t. 
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not  valu«  the  judgment  of  mt^n  when  ihey  are  l>e8t  instnicted^  < 
«nd  give  credit  lo  their  tesiiiiino}-  when  they  arc  sincere  ?  Cer- 
tainly in  ihcir  H)>proache$  to  the  divine  judgment  they  are  most 
eonsidcrjtv  anit  tiunous,  they  hove  the  truest  and  jusiest  thought! 
of  things,  and  nii>»t  freely  dcclatv  Ihem.  O  the  astoiiUhing  folly 
of  men!  ihey  will  uol  he  eonvineed  of  (he  error  of  their  nays, 
till  they  rome  to  the  «nd  of  them,  and  the  >un  is  set,  and  no 
lime  remains  for  their  returning  into  the  way  of  life. 

I  shall  proceed  to  shew  further  what  la  mTe»8ary  lo  direct 
U0  in  our  choice,  thai  we  may  doi  fall  into  the  douhlc  misery,  of 
bein;;  deceived  with  a  false  happiness  for  a  little  lime,  and  de- 
prived of  true  happiness  forever. 


CHAPTER  XII. 


A  ateodfiut  belief  of  unaeen  eternal  thing*  ia  ncceweir  lo  dircrc  oiir  rlioire. 
ftilh  maDaea  things  ibtuia^  and  eontnla  the  edtoacy  of  pr«w.-nt  tcniiua- 
iMNia.  The  ncf  lecl  of  the  BTMI  MlvBiion  _pnH»o(la  from  itifidvlii)'.  Tlia 
:  that  are  bvlicvpni  in  title,  are  infidels  m  tlicir  tiuurtH.  Coimidrraiion  is 
HceMaiy  hi  order  to  a  wiw  choio^,  li  iniiBt  be  aeriouji  oiid  dtlibmie ; 
ftequent,  and  with  a))plicaboo  to  the  aouL  Motivto  to  vontiiilenitiiaa.  It 
k  tM  luMort  exorcJM  of  iha  mind,  and  most  ]irolitat>loL 

First,  a  sound  and  steadfast  belief  of  unseen  eternal  tbin)^. 
Secondly,  serious  consideration  of  the  vast  dilTerence  hetweea 
things  that  are  the  objects  of  sight,  and  that  are  the  objects  of 
iaith. 

[].]  The  notind  and  steadfast  belief  of  eternal  things,  ia  re- 
quisite to  direct  our  choice  aright.  Faith  is  the  suhstanco  of 
ihin|;s  hoped  for,  the  evidence  nt  ihiiiES  not  Keen,  Heb.  II.  I, 
It  auuies  us  of  their  reuliiy  and  worth,  .is  if  thoy  were  bcforo 
our  eye%,  and  in  our  actual  possession.  This  divine  light  governs 
and  conducts  the  will  to  choose  wisely,  and  excites  all  the  prac- 
tio  powers  lor  the  preventing  the  greatest  evils,  and  the  obtaio- 
ing  perfect  felicity.  When  the  devil,  the  deadly  flatterer,  by 
inviting  rcprctentations  of  the  world,  entices  the  heart,  the  se- 
rious belief  of  the  future  rcwnrd,  so  glorious  and  ctcmnl,  dis- 
grares  the  most  splendid  temptations,  and  makes  them  inelit-clual. 
"  This  is  the  victory  tliat  overcomes  the  world,  even  our  faith." 
If  templed  to  lasciviousness  by  the  allurements  of  an  earlhiy 
beauty,  faith  represents  the  angelical  lustre  of  the  saints,  when 
they  shall  come  with  (he  unspotted  lamb  in  his  glorious  appear- 
ance  ;  and  this  unbinds  the  cliaim,  and  makes  the  templing  per- 
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WD  ail  object,  not  of  desire,  but  avenation.     If  iMnpled  will; 
honor  to  a  sinful  compliance,  faith  rvprtiiwnu  so  convincioglx  tlu 
gtorjr  which  all  those  who  proscrvo  (heir  conscience  and  iaicg* 
ritjT  inviolahlu.  »1iall  iccciw  al)  the  universal  judgtneni,  in  tw 
presence   of  GoA  ami   the   holy   aiigi^h,   (aa  our   Sariour  bm 
prumined,  "  He   (hat  serves  ine,  him  will  my  Father  honor^" 
and  the  confusion  wherein  the  moH(  honorable  sinners  eh.ill  ihea 
be  covered,  that  with  a  generous  disdain  all  eccular  boncrft  vrtll 
be  dispised.     And  it  is  as  powerful  to  enervate  the  ten>p4Btioo 
of  lempural  profit.     W'u  read  of  Moses,  that   *'  bjr  faith,  wht* 
be  was  come  to  years,  ( nnd  (hercforc  more  culpable  to  uDderstaid 
and  enjot-  what  felicity  the  hrii;iilest  honors  and  greatest  rie 
could  afford  ]  refused  to  be  c.iUed  the  son  of  I'haraoh's  dauKhle 
choosing  ratlier  to  suffer  affliction  with  tlie  people  of  Godttl 
to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  ein  for  a  season ;  esteeming  the 
proach  of  Christ  greater   riches  than  the  treasures  of  £KTlit| 
for  he  had  respect  to  (be  recompense  of  reward."     And  all 
evils  which  a  wicked  world  (in»piR-d  wilh  rage  from  Satan) ' 
threaten,  to  fright  us  from  our  duty,  poierly,  disgrace,  haniti 
ment,  nay,  torments  and  death,  tliose  terrihilcs  viau  /omut, 
heit^hlcncd  by  the  carnnl  fancy,  are  easily  overcome  by  a  sioc 
and  Mmng  believer.     Thus   some  who  were  urged  by  such  i 
tives  to  renounce  their  religion,  told  the  persecutors,  (bat  * 
was  not  sweet  to  them,  if  (hey  might  not  live  christians, 
death  bitter,  if  they  must  die  for  Christ.     A  lively  firm  per 
sion  of  the  excellence  and  eternity  of  the  reward,  what  init 
lous  effects  would  it  produce  ?     Nothing  would  be  impossti 
wiibin  the  compass  of  our  duty,  cither  to  do  or  suffer,  tn  or 
to  a  glorious  imniortslity.     Faith   hns  a  celestial  power,  a  mi 
netie  virtue,  to  draw  up  the  heart  from  the  earth,  and  fasten  It 
to  tilings  above.     It  is  not  imaginable,  tliat  a  clear  sighted  soul, 
that  sees  a  good  infinitely  great,  stiould  reject  it  for  mean  tliinp, 
to  please  the  lower  desires:  we  may  as  probably  imagine,  thai 
a  skilful  jeweller  would  part  with  the  richest  oriental  pearls,  tat 
cherry  atnnca  (o  pliiy  with  children. 

From  hence  we  may  discover  the  true  cause  of  the  neglccti 
the  great  salvation  offeted  in  the  gospel ;  "The  word  preached 
does  not  profil,  not  being  mixed  with  faith  in  them  that  hear 
it."  It  is  astonishing  to  consider,  that  earth  should  contend  with 
heaven  fur  our  alTcctions,  and  prevail  against  it ;  that  vanity 
should  turn  the  scale  a^in$t  the  "exceeding  and  eternal  weight 
of  gioiy;"  that  men  should  puisuc  fleeting  shtidows,  and  neglect 
ihe  most  excellent  mulities;  as  if  (hey  could  be  happy  her 
and  continue  heie  forever,  and  hereafter  there  were  neither  I 
pincaa  nor  eternity.  But  this  releases  the  wonder,  that 
men  have  nut  failti."     Eternal  things  are  not  of  con»)iicuoU9  . 


'  Nee  vercamur  occidi,  quos  eonmat,  quaiulo  occidtmur, 
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■mmt  ia  the  unial   balance.     Some   ar«   inftdels   in   profeaslon, 

«|Rltlj  (leclariiij;  llieDiselves  to  be  witUoiil  r<;li)i;ioi),  williuut  God ; 

and  bave  the  ume  credit  of  the  heaven  «nd  tii.-U  diMOvered  in 

the  gospel,  u  if  the  Etysian  fields,  und   Stygian  lidce,  the  fnbles 

l^f  the  [>oets.  These  live  as  if  ihcy  should  never  die,  nnd  die  .i«  if 

■they  should  never  live  in  the  other  world ;  as  if  death  caused  50 

Kdeep  a  aleep,  that  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God  could  not  awaken 

Vlbem  at  the  last  day.     Their  unbelief  is  not   from    reason,  but 

P-vicious  opposite  affections  ;  for  the   truth  of  the  eternal  slalc  is 

80  clearly  revealed,  and  Wrongly   established    in  the  KO^'I^^I)  <h«t 

itbe  sinci-rc  mind  must  readily  assent  to  it :  hut  the  wicked  can- 
oot  delight  in  the  discorery  of  that  for  which  they  are  unpre- 
pared, and  therefore  try  all  ways  to  elude  the  force  of  the  most 
Mlisfytng  arguments.  Their  in6delily  is  obstinate  and  incuiable : 
an  instance  wheieof  we  have  in  the  Pharisees,  who  rejected 
our  Saviour.  Though  all  the  chnracleni  of  (he  Messiah  were 
eonspicuous  in  his  person,  (hough  hiii  doc(rincs  wcro  confirmed 
by  mirscies,  yc(  (hey  would  not  yield  up  themselves  to  that 
omnipotent  conviction ;  so  strong  were  (heir  carnal  prejudices 
against  his  humble  state,  and  holy  doctrines.  That  reproach  is 
more  justly  due  to  inlidels  under  (he  gospel,  than  to  Israel  in  the 
prophet ;  "  Who  is  blind  as  roy  servant  ?"  The  heathens  who 
are  blind  from  iheir  birth,  and  hnvo  only  some  glimmering  ap- 
prehensions that  cteniity  succeeds  time,  arc  less  culpable  than 
those  who  have  infinitely  more  reason  to  believe  it,  and  yet  be- 
liere  it  less.  The  plea  for  them  will  be  a  terrible  accusatioa 
•gainst  such  unbelievers.  If  a  blind  person  falls,  it  moves  com- 
passion;  but  if  one  voluntarily  shuts  his  eyes  against  the  sun, 
•nd  refuses  the  direction  of  the  light,  and  falls  from  a  precipice, 
his  ruin  is  the  just  consequence  of  his  folly.  Simple  ignorance 
excuses  as  to  Ihc  dcj^rees  of  the  fault,  but  alTectcd  wilful  igna< 
ranee,  now  reason  and  revelation  with  united  beams  give  so  clear 
B  prospect  into  the  eternal  world,  aggravates  the  guilt  and  sen- 
tettce  of  such  unbelievers. 

Beside.*),  the  most  (ha(  are  believers  in  title,  arc  infidels  in 
heart.  Our  Sitviour  tells  the  Jews,  who  pretended  the  highest 
veneration  to  (he  writings  of  Moses,"  That  if  they  had  believed 
Moses,  they  would  have  believed  him,  for  Moses  wrote  of  him." 
If  men  did  seriously  believe  such  an  excellent  reward  as  the 
gospel  propounds,  would  it  he  a  cold  unpeisuastve  motive  (o 
Hiein  ?  Tb(  depravation  of  the  will  argues  a  correspondent  de- 
fect in  the  mind;  (hough  not  uhe^olute  total  infidelity,  yet  such  a 
wejikness  and  waveiing  in  the  assent,  that  when  temptations  are 
present  and  urgent,  and  it  comes  to  actual  choice,  sense  prevails 
ovei  fai(h.  This  will  be  clear  by  universal  experience  in  tem* 
poral  things,  The  probable  hope  of  gain  will  make  those  who 
are  greedy  of  gold,  prodigal  of  iheir  lives,  and  venture  through 
tempeatuous  seas  to  aceomplish  their  desires.     And  if  the  be- 
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lief  were  equal,  would  not  men  do  or  saflier  as  much  for  obi 
ing  what  is  infinitely  more  valuable  ?     A  firm  assent  would  j 
ducc  adherence,  and  (aith  in    the    promises,    fidelity   iu   olwyl 
ihf  comrannds  o(  Chri^.     TcrlullinD   propounds   il   U  a  pov 
ful  incentive  to  llic  m.inyi4,  i/uia  ergo  mm  libtnlissmu  Ic 
frovero  hahtat  erogarr,  (jmsntum  atu  pro/alao'?     Who  w« 
sol  joyTully  saerilice  life  and  nil  its  endenmicnta,  to  obtain  If 
blessedness,  which  others  do  for   the    vntn   appearaitce  of  i 
Men  may  be  as  truly  subjects  wilboul  auhjection,  m  belw*ll 
without  a  heavenly  conversation,  which  is  in!>ei>arnblt!  from 
reality  of  failh.     Many  in  the  bosom  of  the  church  are  as  lit 
though  not  so  notoriously,  infidels,  as  Turks  and  Heathens. 
deed  even  in  true  bclicvcnt,  the  apprchcnsioD  of  eternal  tbig 
hu  such  great  allays,  that   temporal  things  are  over  valued 
over  fcircd.     A  strong  failh  in  the  truth  and  power  of  Cg 
wuuld  make  the  glorious  world  so  sure  and  near  in  our  Ibogg 
that  with  indilTerent  afieclions  we  should  receive   fjood  or ' 
things  here ;  "  flejoico  as  if  wo  rejoiced  not,  and   mourn  at] 
Wc  mourned  not."     Our  lives  would  be  so  regular    and  pure,j 
if  the  judge  were  to  come  the  next  hour,  as  if  the  sun  did 
beg^o  to  he  darkened,  and  the   trumpet  of  the  archangel 
aoundiog,  and  the  noise  of  the  dissolving  world  were  univei 
beard,  infidelity  deads  Ihe  impression,  ami  suppresses  the  reii 
ing  power  of  clemal  things  in  our  hearts.     In  short,  men  : 
heavenly  or  earthly  in  their  choice  and  conversation,  ax  they 
directed  by   the  sincere  light  o(/mth,   or  misled  by   the  fil 
beams  of  tcnut- 

[i.]  The  second  thing  requisite  in  order  to  a  wise  choice,] 
cOHsidenilton.     For  as  by  failh  the   virtue  of  the  reward  is  i 
fused  through  all  the  faculties,  aiMl  the  (mwersof  the  woHdl 
come  are  felt  in  the   soul ;  so  by   consideration   fuiih   is  extt 
scd;  and  becomes  eRcctual.      This  unites  and    reinforces 
beams  of  eternal  truth,   and  indames  the  alfeclions.     As 
Psnlmist   expresses  himself,  "my  heart  was   hot    within    ni 
while  I  was  musing,  the  fire  burned."     Heaven  is  a  felicity  i 
glorious  and  attractive , that  if  duly  consideroil,  no  man  can 
ftibly  refuse  it:  and  hell  is  a  misery  so  extreme  and  fearful,  tl: 
if  serioualy  laid  to  henrt  none  can  possibly  choose  it.     Th«  Is 
end  is  to  be  conceived  under  the    notion  of  an   infinite 
without  the  least  mixture  of  evil,  to  which  the  human  will,  swaj 
ed  by  the  invincible  impi-c^sion  of  nature,  has  a  tendency.     Tl 
liberty  of  indiScrenee  is  with  respect  (o  some  particular  ^ 
things,  which  may  be  variously   represented,  so  as  to  cause  ill 
clination  or  aversion.     That  men  who  boHovo  eternal  life  is 
reward  of  holiness,  yet  with  a  careless  inadvertency  neglect  ibe 
duty  :  and  thai  eternal  dcnlh  i*  the  wages  of  sin,  yel  serure|| 
continue  in  il,  is  more  wonderful  than  to  see  m.irlyrs  sing  in  ih 
flames ;  and  the  gieat  eause  of  it  is  the  ncgloctof  consideration 
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Thii  is  usigneil  to  be  tho  csuse  of  that  uonalurvl  and  ulooiah- 

^g  rebellion  of  Israel  agninxt   God  their  father  and  sovereign  : 
ear,  O  heavens,  and  uivA  ear,  O  earth :  for   the   Lord  hath 
apoken,  I  have  nouriihcdand  brought  up  children,  and  they  have 
Fjcbellfltl  againat  me.     Th4^  ox  knows  his  owner,  and  the  ass  hia 
{^aster's  crib :  but  Israel  dolh  not  know,  m}-  people  dolb  not  con- 
sttlor,  hi.  1 .  2,  3. 

Thi:i  duty,  as  it  is  of  admirable  advantage,  M  it  is  universally 
necessary  ;    for  all  are  equally  concerned,  and  it  is  within  the 
>wer  of  all  to  perform.     Though  men  cannot  convert  ihcm- 
elveD,  yet  they  may  consider  what  is  preparatory  to  conversion, 
^or  (be  will  may  turn  the  thoughts  of  the  mind   to  any  sort  of 
|ibject9. 

I  will  brictty  show  the  nature  of  this  duty,  and  how  to  manage 
for  spirilu.nl  profit,  and  those  objcct!<  from  wlioiu'c  our  thoughts 
arivc  vigor  for  the  swaying  of  the  will,  and  the  conduct  of  tbe 
te. 
(I.)  The  nature  of  eonsideralion  ia  discovered  by  its  end, 
which  is  this ;  that  the  mind  being  satisfied  in  the  just  reasons 
ij[*i)n  whidi  the  choice  of  heaven  in  to  be  made,  the  will  and  af- 
fections may  be  enj;3gcd  in  an  earnest,  joyful  and  contiiani  jmr- 
suit  of  it.  And  io  ibis  rvspi-ct  il  differs  from  simple  knowledge, 
and  naked  speculation,  thai  informs  the  mind,  without  influence 
and  ei&cacy  upon  the  heart :  like  n  garland  of  flowers  that  adorns 
the  head,  without  any  benefit  and  refreshing  to  him  that  wears 
il.  And  practical  meditation  differs  from  tlie  study  of  divine 
lhing»,  in  order  to  the  instructing  of  others.  That  is  like  a  mer- 
chant's buying  of  wine  for  sale,  this  like  providing  it  for  our  own 
use. 

|L    (8.)  That  the  consideration  of  denial  things  may  be  effectual, 
■t  must  be, 

E  !■  Serious  and  deliberate.  For  the  affair  is  great  in  reality 
above  all  possible  conception  or  romparicon-  All  other  things, 
how  considcmhlo  soever  in  ihemm-tvi-M,  yet  respectively  and  in 
])aridlel  with  thi.i,  are  of  no  account.  Our  Saviour  told  Martha, 
"  One  thing  is  necessary  :  Mary  hath  chosen  the  detler  part,  thai 
shall  not  be  taken  from  her."  What  instance  can  be  of  equal 
luoment  with  that  of  entertaining  the  Son  of  God  ?  Yet  a  serious 
attention  to  Ihe  words  of  cicmal  life  dropping  from  his  lips,  waa 
more  nec<'^«a^y  than  midiing  provision  for  him.  Tbe  greatest 
and  most  weighty  affairs  in  the  world  are  but  a  vain  employment, 
but  irregubrity  and  impertinence,  in  compare  with  elenial  nnlva- 
tion.  And  the  greatest  saleninity  of  thoughts  i»  rcipiisiie  to  un- 
deceive Ihe  mind,  and  engage  ihe  will  for  heaven.  Il  is  very 
observable,  that  errors  in  Judgment  and  choice  spiing  from  the 
same  causes,  the  not  sincere  and  due  weighing  of  things.  In  ihe 
deciidon<i  of  questions,  truth  is  discovered  by  comparing,  with 
an  e<^ual  staid  attention,  the  reasons  of  the  ooe  and  the  other 


pait.  But  when  Bome  vicious  aSbctions  cooLradict  tbe  tnilh,  \i 
mis  the  mind  with  prejudices,  that  it  cannot  inipartiaily  sesicb 
into  (hings,  and  is  deceived  with  specious  fallacies,  with  the  im- 
age of  truth.  For  according  to  the  present  appUcatioa  of  the 
mind  it  is  determined,  and  passion  strongly  applies  it  to  considei 
lh(.t  which  is  for  the  carnal  interest,  and  consetjucntly  inclination, 
not  leason,  is  the  principle  of  the  persuasion.  And  this  is  mare 
evident  in  men's  foolish  choice  :  as  the  eye  cannot  see  but  whal 
is  visible,  nor  to  the  understanding  conceive  what  is  not  intelli- 
gible, the  will  cannot  love  and  choose  what  is  not  amiable,  it 
least  in  shew,  if  the  Devil  did  appear  without  a  disguise,  he 
would  have  no  power  to  persuade,  but  in  all  bis  temptations 
there  is  the  mixture  of  a  lie  to  make  it  pleasant.  He  preseati 
a  false  perspective,  to  make  what  is  but  superficial  appear  solid 
and  substantial.  And  the  carnal  heart  turns  the  thoughts  la 
what  ia  grateful,  without  seriouely  considering  what  is  infinilel; 
better,  and  accordingly  chooses  by  the  eye  of  sense,  the  happi- 
ness of  this  world.  Therefore  until  eternal  things  are  opened 
in  tbe  view  of  conscience,  and  the  mind  calmly  considers  by  tbc 
light  of  faith  their  reality  and  greatness,  no  right  valuation,  nof 

Lfirise  rboice  can  be  made. 

*  Besides,  the  most  clear  and  rational  enfoicements  by  llie  act- 
ings of  the  thoughts,  arc  necessary  to  make  a  siioDg  impression 
on  the  atlections,  and  rescue  them  from  the  captivity  of  tbe 
flesh.  In  other  things,  as  soon  as  the  mind  is  enlightened,  tbe 
will  resolveSj  and  the  inferior  faculties  obeyj  but  such  is  the 
rcaiataDce  of  the  carnal  hetrl,  that  although  it  ia  evident  iron 
iDfollible  principle  there  is  an  everlasting  gl«ry,  iafinitelj  to  be 

E referred  above  the  little  appearances  of  beauty  and  pleasun 
ere,  yet  the  most  {Hercing  reasMis  enter  heavily  without  eantest 
inculcation.  Slight  or  sudden  thoughts  may  produce  ranisbing 
sfectionB  of  complacBDce,  or  distaste,  and  fickle  resolutions,  thai 
like  sick  feathers  drop  away,  and  leave  the  soul  naked  to  tbe 
next  temptation ;  but  solemn  and  fixed  tfaooghts  are  powerful  on 
the  heart,  in  making  a  thorough  and  lasting  change.  Whea  tb« 
elouds  dissolve  in  a  gentle  shower,  tbe  earth  drinks  in  all,  and 
is  mads  fruitful ;  but  a  few  sprinkling  dn^,  or  a  dmtt  storm  of 
rain,  that  wets  only  the  surface,  without  sinkiitg  to  the  root,  ii 
little  beneficial.  In  short,  there  nay  be  some  exoilatiooa  to 
good,  and  retractions  from  evil ;  some  imperfect  faint  essayi 
toward  heaven,  from  an  impulse  on  the  mind :  but  solid  oon- 
TerNon  is  produced  by  deliberate  discourse,  by  the  due  consider- 
ation and  estimation  of  things,  it  ia  rational  and  perpetual. 

S.  Consideration  must  be  frequent,  to  keep  eternal  object* 
present,  and  poweriul  upon  us.  Such  is  the  natural  levity  anl 
inconstancy,  sloth  and  eamality  of  the  mind,  that  the  notion*  of 
heavenly  things  quickly  pass  through,  but  of  earthly  abide  there. 
If  a  ttooe  be  Unown  upwards,  it  remains  so  longer  in  tbo  aki 
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llian  Ibe  impres«ion  of  the  forre  by  which  it  wat  Itirowo  coiitJn* 
UPs;  but  U*  it  Tails  on  the  carlb,  it  rests  there  by  nature.  When 
ihc  soul  is  raisetl  in  con  tempi  at  ion  to  heaven,  how  apt  b  il  to 
fnll  from  that  hri|ihl,  mid  lose  the  esteem,  ibe  lively  remembrance 
am)  alTeclionft  of  eturiial  t)iing>  ^  But  when  the  ihou^hls  are 
exrilif)  by  the  jirrBcnrft  of  whal  is  jiU-uKing  lo  M^iise,  the  with- 
drawing the  object  tloea  not  deface  the  iilen  of  i(  in  the  aii'moiy, 
nor  lessen  the  cortccil,  nor  eool  the  desires  of  il,  because  (he 
heart  is  naturally  inclined  lo  it.  Therefore  it  is  necessary  every 
day  to  refresh  and  renew  the  conceptions  of  eternal  things,  thai 
although  they  are  not  always  in  act,  yet  (he  efficacy  may  be  aU 
w.iy»  fell  in  the  hcarl  anil  life.  The  soul  Iiabiluateil  lo  niih 
thoufEhi!!,  will  not  en^iiy  yield  to  leDiplalions,  that  burpiiiie  and 
OTeteome  others  that  arc  slrnngers  in  iheir  minds  lo  the  other 
world:  nay,  the  presence  of  temptations,  as  by  Antiperistasia, 
will  reinforce  the  resolutions  for  heaven ;  like  (ho  pouring  water 
upon  lime,  that  revives  a  bidden  fire  in  it,  which  seems  a  natural 
miracle.  Il  is  therefore  of  peal  advantage  fre<iuently  lo  seques- 
ter ourselves  from  ihe  world,  Iw  redeem  time  from  serular  af- 
fairs, for  the  reeollerting  our  thoughts,  and  their  solemn  exercistt 
upon  the  eternul  world.  Sense,  (hat  reveals  natural  things,  dark- 
ens spiritual.  Dow  can  the  thou^ts  be  fixed  on  invisible 
Ithings  so  distant  from  sense,  if  always  eonversant  wilb  secular 
Ubjeeu  that  draw  them  down?  In  the  silence  of  the  night,  a 
laniall  voiea  ia  more  diMinclly  heard,  and  a  litlie  divlant  light 
more  clearly  s<-en  :  so  when  ihe  soul  is  withdrawn  fiom  the  noisy 
Ihrong  of  the  world,  and  oulwnrd  ibinifs  are  darkened,  the  voice 
<of  conscience  is  better  heard,  and  the  light  of  heaven  UM>te  per- 
etly  received. 

3.  Constderalion  of  eternal  things  must  be  with  present  ap> 
ilieation  to  (he  soul.  It  lit  not  the  mere  conviction  of  Ihc  mind, 
lut  the  decree  of  (he  will  that  turns  men  from  sin  (o  holiness, 
from  the  creatures  In  (iod.  The  heart  is  very  deceitful,  and  by 
variety  of  shills  and  palliations  is  disposed  (o  irresolutions  and 
lays  in  spiritual  concernments,  llowollcn  does  the  miserable 
mer  contend  with  himself,  and  while  conbciencc  urges  him  to 
ihc  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  the  alTections  draw  down  to 
tarth,  the  carnal  part  prevailing  over  the  rational,  he  orer- 
eomes,  ai>d  is  overcome,  be  is  convinced  and  condemned  by 
his  own  niiiid.  Till  consideration  iasues  in  this,  (hat  with 
settled  judgment  and  affections  the  soul  determines  for  Cod  and 
heaven,  it  is  without  profit.  Therefore  in  Ihc  maiwiging  this  du- 
ty, it  is  our  wisdom  not  to  W  curious  and  inquttiitivc  after  sub- 
tile conceptions,  and  exalted  notions  of  ihc  future  stale,  that 
little  confer  to  Ihe  making  the  heart  better;  but  lo  think  »eri> 
ouMy  on  what  is  plain  and  evident,  and  most  useful  lo  produce 
a  present  lasting  change.  It  were  egregious  folly  in  n  man,  that 
lot  (he  use  oi  his  garden,  should  wilb  gicat  labor  fetch  water 
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from  distant  fountains,  and  neglect  thil  wbtth  spcinga  up  ia  Ui 
onni  ground.  Tlist  meditation  is  profilahle  which  pioducesaM 
new  thourliis,  but  holy  and  firm  resolutions  of  obcyiog  God,  i| 
order  to  ihe  full  enjoying  of  him  forcvct. 

To  [icrvtindc  us  to  the  Krious  practice  of  this  duty,  there  i 
many  enlorconicnls. 

Is  any  man  &t>  foolish,  so  regardless  of  his  convenience, 
purchase  a  house  wherein  he  musl  live  all  his  days,  and  will  i 
Brst  see  whether  it  will  b«  eonvi'^nien(,and  secure  for  his 
lion  ?     Shall  we  not  then  connidcr  heaven,  the  mansion  of 
%dnc«,  and  hell  (he  scat  of  misery  and  bonxtr .'     For . 
Its  we  choooe  liere,  ire  sliall  be  in  (lie  one  or  other  place  fan* 
1  shall  in  the  feartb  ptrt  of  this  irealrse,  endeavor  to  re 
somelhtng  of  (he  iuenpressible  misery  of  the  nicked  her 
and  shew  how  congruous  nnd   powerful  the  (hotif;hl5  of  it : 
restrain  men  from  sin  ;  but  at  present  shall  brictly  excite  lo  I 
meditation  of  the  heavenly  glory,  as  (he  must  noble,  deli; 
and  fruitful  work  of  the  »oul,  wlitbit  confined  to  the  body  of  I 
It  is  ihc  raost  exalted  exercise  of  the  mind,  the  purcH  convrr 
wilhf^iod,  (he  flower  of  consecrated  reason.     It  is  most  liko  ih 
life  of  glorifii-d  sjiitits  above,  who  are  in  continual  euiiteniplj 
of  the  divine  exci^llmcies ;  and  it  is  most  raised  above  the  lifei 
carnal  men,  that  are  sunk  into  sonMiality  and  brutishness.     Iti 
the  most  joyful  life,  in  (hat  it  slieda  abroad  in  the  soul  dc 
that  neither  satiate,  nor  corrupt,  nor  weaken  the  IJiculties,  u1 
delights  of  sense  do,  but  afford  perfection  as  well  as  |>lc«i>urc. 
Is  the  most  prolitahic  life.     A«  in  those  parts  of  the  earth  wL 
(he  lic^ms  of  the  sun  arc  Htrongly  rctlectod,  precious  melala 
jeuelH  are  produced,  wherein  the  refulgent  reMmblance  of  I 
bright  planet  appears  ;  so  the  lively  and  vigorous  exercise  of  I 
thoughts  upon  the  heavenly  glory,  will  produce  heavenly 
tions,  heavenly  discourses,  and  a  heavenly  shining  oonveiadia 
Thi«  will  make  us  live  like  the  blessed  society  above,  imitalto 
llieir  innm^ence  and  purity,  their  JD\ful,  entire  -ind  consiant  ob 
dienceto  (lod.     Thisconfirmsthe  holy  »(>ul  in  its  clioice,  with i 
invincible  efficacy  against  the  temptations  and  IuhIs  of  ihe  wc 
The  serious  considering  believer  is  filled  witli  ravishing  won 
of  the  glory  that  shall  be  revealed,  tmd  lot^s  down  with  eooteajl 
upon  the  earth,  and  all  that  has  the  name  of  felicity  here.    All  I 
invitations,  nay,  terrors  of  the  world,  arc  as  unable  to  chnrk 
pursuit  of  his  blessed  end,  as  the  breath  of  an  infant  to  atop  i 
high  flight  of  an  eagle. 

But  how  rare  and  diffused  a  duty  is  this  ?  Ilow  hanlly  are  me 
induced  (o  set  about  it  ?  Business  and  pleasures  are  [Kiwerful 
versions.     Some  pretend  business  us  a  just  cause,  hut  in  vai 
/or  Ihe  one  thing  ntceaaary  challenges  our  principal  ihoughli 
care.  Besides  there  are  intervals  of  leisure,  nnd  the  thou^ts  i 
always  streaming,  and  often  run   waste,    -'     '     ■■      -    • 
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wottld  in',  verj'  rruilful  to  the  aoul.  The  true  eaujo  of  ttii«  ocg- 
loci  in  from  the  uiward  temi>er  of  men.  Carnal  plciasures  alienate 
the  ininil,  and  uiake  it  unnt  for  the  deep,  serious  actings  of  the 
ihou^liu  upoi)  clL-m^  tliiD^S'  "  I  have  said  of  laughter,  thou  art 
aaad."  It  luakcs  itiv  luiriil  light,  and  vain,  and  desultory.  As  a 
di«(racte<l  person  !>)'  iMt-rj'  motion  of  fancy  (Mks  from  onu  thing  to 
•notlior  without  cuhert;nct-.  The  heart  i$  filled  tvilh  cloudy  awl 
wnoky  fires,  with  ihvughta  and  desires  about  woilily  tilings,  is  un- 
prepued  for  such  a  clear,  calm,  and  sedate  work.  A  carnal  per* 
SOD  can  Uste  no  swectocss,  feel  no  relish  in  the  mcdilatiun  of 
'  hvareu,  nor  any  spirilual  duly.  It  i»  aa  if  one  should  take  some 
j  delicioua  fruit  into  his  mouth,  a  [wnch,  or  the  like,  without  hrcnk- 
I  ing  lh«  skin ;  it  mouM  Ii«  rathur  a  trouble,  than  pleuMnt.  Nay, 
Ihe  i^ottpet  expressly  declaring,  "  That  without  huline.is  no  man 
nhall  see  God :"  those  uho  by  vicious  aileciions  aie  engaged  in 
any  sinful  way,  being  conscious  of  their  guilt  and  unpreparednese, 
■•nd  that  while  such,  they  are  under  a  peremptory  excluaion  from 
^Ivstial  glory,  cannot  endure  the  thoughts  of  heaven.  The  di- 
iViiio  prcivrwc  is  thrir  torment,  and  the  serious  cunsidcralion  ofil 
ia  to  hiing  thcni  before  God's  holy  and  just  tribunal,  lo  accuse 
And  condemn  ihem. 


CHAPTER  Xlll. 


JITie  wlg«:li>  from  hIkthpo  cousiikrntiun  dvrino  its  power  to  <lir«ct  ouielHiice. 
ThL-  i-o'l  Tor  vrliicli  rnon  wiu  iluxi^-iieil  in  lii"  iTi'ntioii.  \Vc  iihiiA  (n«ke  a 
Juillcloii-'  ri>iii|>nn>ini>  liciwrH^n  tlit^  ohjiH-tii  ihnlnlarul  in  rompvUtion  Ibr  our 
rlwiii-*',  ilio  [in-iwiH  M-c>rl<l,  and  lioarcii.  Tho  taM  diirvrvni-'i!  bctweon  tlicu 
in  ibi-ir  iiHiJity  unil  diiruiiuu. 

L  I  bball  now  take  a  particuUi  view  of  lltose  objects,  from 
iWheuce  consideration  derives  vigor,  for  the  inclining  of  tlie  will 
|0  a  hgbt  choice,  and  for  regulating  the  life- 
»  1.  Couaider  the  end  fur  which  man  was  designed  in  hia  crea- 
Abn,  why  endued  with  rational  and  noble  powers  of  Hoti),  and  pta- 
,ced  by  the  sovereign  maker  in  the  highest  rank  of  90  numvtuua 
•i>d  various   natures   that  till    the    univer»e.     Is  it  to  raise  an 

slate,  to  shine  in  pomp,  (o  enjoy  sensual  pleasures  for  a  little 

hilc,  and  after  the  fatal  term  to  be  no  more  forever  ?  Was  he 
Ktit  into  the  world  upon  as  mean  a  business  as  that  of  the  foolish 

mfwror,  wlw  employed  an  army,  furnished  with  all  military  pre- 
parations, to  gather  shells  upon   the    Ka-sbore  ?      This    were, 

ccordini  to   the   passionate    expostulation  of  the    Psalmist,  to 
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diarKC  OoA  that  "  he  had  made  all  nioa  in  vuaJ'  Uciuon  and 
Mcripture  tell  us,  (lie  cndorniiin  into  ^tniiry  andcnjn^  (Sod;  the 
obuiniog  whervot' makes  liim  perfvcilj-  hap|>y,  and  the  laiaaiugi' 
il  perfecll^'  nii««rablf.  This  is  a  fiuidamenlul  trulh,  apon  wbie 
the  whole  rubric  of  man's  duty  and  felicity  is  Ituilt ;  witfao 
this  fotiixlnliou,  our  faith  prcsenlly  sinks.  If  theeleaniesBof  ibH 
prinf^iple  be  obscured,  we  shall  wander  (toot  the  war  of  rt«r 
life.  Slid  not  only  lose  thf  way,  but  ihu  re  lu  cm  bra  nee  and  d( 
of  il.  Tbinkiiig  is  the  [xopcf  ly  of  ihe  i-eosonahle  soul ;  and  ih 
just  order  of  considcraiiuii  iit,  Uiut  Ihe  mind  [iiimatily 
■his  supreme  diicctive  trulh,  that  is  to  govern  all  our  actioDS. 
was  pnident  eounsel,  t)ia(  one  of  the  *  ancients  gave  for  cod 
iog  a  book ;  that  the  author  fre<|uontly  reflect  upon  the  tille.j 
it  may  correspond  in  all  its  parts  with  his  orii^inBl  desif^. 
it  becomes  a  man  often  to  c(Hi.'<itIi.T  the  end  of  his  being,  that  (fa 
rourse  of  his  life  may  have  a  direet  tendency  lo  it;  and  the  mo 
excellent  our  end  is,  the  inoie  conMraininF!  is  ihe  iieceanly 
prosecute  tt.  It  is  of  great  efficacy  lo  reflect  upon  otirsclves, 
whither  do  my  thoughts  and  desires  tend  ?  For  what  do  I  spend 
my  sireneth,  and  consiinio  my  days  ?  Will  it  be  my  last  accouat, 
how  tiiiicli  (by  tiiy  prmli-ncc  .inil  diligence)  I  Kate  exceeded  oth- 
ers in'tempiKnl  nei]iiinilii)ti!i^  If  a  ftcnernl  wcreai  pluy  while  llw 
nrmiei«  are  eiiiiaiiiiiu;,  uonld  it  >ic  a  noble  exploit  fur  him  to  «» 
Ihe  game,  while  his  army,  for  want  ofeonducl,  h)S<:s  I  tie.  vieloryj 
Will  it  be  profitable  for  a  man  lo  gain  the  world,  and  lose  hi)  soallfl 
Let  conscience  answer  in  liuth.  -^ 

It  is  observable,  what  i»  reported  of  a  |  ooble  foreigner ;  Uiat 
on  his  birlh-dny  reflccliiig  upon  the  a^e  of  his  life,  he  wa«  aiv 
prised  with  grief,  and  struck  with  itftonishmeni,  Ihni,  without  a 
due  sense  of  the  proper  business  and  end  of  life,  he  wa.i  nriivod  lo 
that  age,  when  our  days  begin  to  decline,  in  an  instant,  all  lliiiif;i 
seemed  lo  change  appearance  in  his  view.  Then  fiist  (saya  br) 
1  perreitrcd  I  was  a  man,  for  before  1  had  not  resolved  fcir  what 
I  should  employ  my  life.  Tlic  issue  was,  his  serious  resolulJoii 
uiifeignedly  to  honor  Coil,  sincerely  to  cunfes-t  r^brisl,  lo  place 
his  fellelly  in  hoIJneM  of  life,  and  most  /caIou^Iv  (o  follow  il. 
I. el  any  one,  that  is  not  of  a  rcpiotiate  niitid,  and  an  incorrigibly 
depraved  heart,  duly  consider  tlie  sublime  and  supernatural  end 
of  man !  O  what  a  marvellous  change  will  it  make  in  him,  of  car- 
nalinto  »pErilua] .'  Nay,  it  would  be  a  kind  of  miracle  if  be  conti. 


*Primumeg«  scnptori*  otKcium  exUtimo,  ul  thnliim  ainim  ItfU, 
identidem  intctrvgai  qi^.iiiiid  cu-poril  scribvn.-. 


^ 


f  Cum  iiaulu)  dies  Frbrunnj  nilmoiuiiiaset  iRMtii  numfnuKljr,  ol  tri^raiimo 
reperiMem,  iiiviiail  nic-  suliita  oiostltia,  rt  pcjvubdlwlmimnlem,  (juomnHonnr 
M-nsu  Tiln'  ad  ejus  rulnien  pcrifniiutrm,  h  quo  tux  qtiKliIni  fit  olmeurior,  n 
dies  noiiTi  ad  oeaaium  inrhnnrc  incipiuut.  Vin  m  milii.  T«(tini  bcMN  i — 
Hinito  iiiuuta,  et  tunc  primum  me  bonunom  agmwr— .Wbwmtj  dhonuC 
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ed  in  his  sinful  Mate.  How  will  it  trAnsTorm  him  iolo  anollier 
mat),  with  new  valuation*,  new  afTcotioai  and  resolutions,  »  if 
be  were  "  born  again"  with  a  n«w  soul  *  flow  will  it  ama/v  him, 
Ibat  his  whole  course  has  been  a  contradiction  to  the  wi.tc  mid 
gracious  design  of  Ood,  that  all  his  industry  has  been  a  race  out 
of  the  wBj,  a  perpetual  diversion  from  bis  main  business,  that  his 
life  has  been  fruitless  and  dead  to  the  true  end  of  it  ?  llow  will 
he  be  confounded  at  his  former  folly  ^  Then  nione  we  act  with 
understanding,  when  moved  by  our  blessed  end,  and  our  actions 
hy  a  strict  tendency,  without  varialion,  issue  into  it. 

[2.]  Consider  attentively  the  objects  that  stajid  in  competition 
for  our  choice,  the  present  world  and  heaven,  to  make  a  judicious 
comparison  between  them  in  their  quality  and  duration. 

( I.)  In  their  quality-  The  thin^  of  the  world,  according  to 
the  judf^nient  of  God  himself,  who  is  only  wi»e  and  good,  and 
has  llie  higheM  authority  (o  decide  in  the  case,  arc  hut  fallacious 
appearances  of  happiness,  mere  vanity  :  and  certainly  ihf-  Creator 
knows  the  true  woith  of  all  things,  and  would  not  disparajce  bi* 
own  works,  but  would  undeceive  men,  that  are  apt  to  judge  and 
choose  by  the  eye  of  sense.  The  Apostle  tells  us,  "  That  an 
idol  is  nothing  in  the  world :"  although  the  matter  of  it  may  be 
of  f^ld,  or  marble,  or  wood,  yel  it  has  no  divine  perfection, 
which  the  idolater  attributes  to  it ;  so  all  worldly  things,  in 
which  men  place  their  chief  care,  and  confidence,  and  joy,  l)i»UKh 
they  have  some  decrees  of  goodness,  and  are  n  fiansicnt  relief  to 
US  in  our  passage  to  eternity,  yet  they  arc  nolhing  as  to  perfect 
felieity.  It  is  roeicly  opinion  and  conceit  that  makes  them  so 
tbIuciI  and  pleasing ;  like  a  rich  dye  to  a  alight  slulT,  from  whence 
its  priee  arises.  Hea-ion  Is  either  obscured,  or  not  obeyed,  when 
the  worid  is  the  object  of  our  choice.  Now  what  are  the.se  ap- 
pearances of  beauty  and  pleasure,  compared  with  a  b!esse*lncs8 
that  is  truly  infinite?  Carnal  joy  smiles  in  the  countenance.  Hat- 
ters the  fancy,  touches  the  sense,  but  cannot  fill  the  heart;  but 
the  favor  of  God  satisfies  the  »oul :  "  Thou  hast  put  gladness 
into  my  heart,  more  than  when  their  com  and  wine, increased." 
Carnal  joy,  in  its  highest  elevation,  in  the  time  of  ihe  harveM  ami 
vintage,  is  incomparably  less  than  wiritual  joy,  thut  springs  from 
the  light  of  God's  countenance,  The  world  cannot  Rll  ine  nar- 
row capacity  of  our  senses,  but  divine  joys  exceed  otir  roost  en- 
langad  comprehensive  faculties  :  "  The  eye  in  not  satisfied  with 
wwing,  nor  the  ear  with  hearing ;  but  the  peace  of  God  passes  all 
understanding."  The  thingy  of  the  world  are  of  a  limited  good- 
nesa;  wisdom  is  not  strength,  nor  learning  riches,  nor  beauty 
fruitfiilness ;  but  God  is  a  uniceraal  good,  in  whom  are  all  at- 
tractives  to  raise  and  utisfy  our  desires.  If  men  did  consider, 
they  would  dislingiii*li  and  di-spi>e,  in  comparison,  all  (hat  is 
named  felicity  here,  with  the  favor  of  God  :  to  seek  for  Ratisiac- 
tton  in  the  creature,  and  forsake  him,  is  as  if  one  desirous  to  sec 
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light,  >h(M)U)  wiilidraw-  from  the  prMcnce  of  the  sun,  t 
I  row  it  from  a  weak  ray  rcllected  by  wme  obwure  mntlt^r.    Nan 
iflhcro  t>e  »o  vast  a  dilfei'cnce  in  (heir   nature,   as  betwcc 

tiaiitted  vapor,  and  the  solid    (glorious  j^ood,    between   finile 
nfinite  ;  veby  is  there  not  a  diDcrence  Mcordingly  in  oun 
;lion9  and  respevls  lo  ihcm  i*  How  unieaKinable  ia  it, 
Dul  capable  of  <>od,  almuld  cleave  lo  the  dust  f  It  would  be  otoit 
p^fP'^^''*''''*  '<'")'  '^  ''^"S  '^  weight,  that  is  able  lo  turn  a  ^reai  i 

ine,  u|>on  a  small  clm^k:  il  is  iiicompnr^ibly  more  foobiih, 
the  love  ol'  happiness,  the  weight  of  human  nature,  which 
^■righl,  will  Itirii  our  desires  to  heaven,  is  only  used  to  give 
Ibua  motion  to  our  endeavors  about  earthly  things. 

(3.)  Coniiidcr  their  duration.  The  Apoalls  tells  us,  that  the  mh^J 
>pe  of  his  actions  wtu  thing«  invieibk :  and  pvos  the  r**^H 
it ;  *'  For  the  Ihinf^  that  arc  seen  are  Icinporat,  but  m^ 
ngs  thai  are  not  seen  are  cicmal ;"  8  Cor.  ■».  IS.  ToitMU 
upon  iho  va.sl  diifcrence  between  teraporal  anil  internal,  may  aten 
seedless  ;  lor  [he  first  notions  of  things  are  of  euch  uncontrol»- 
\}ie  clearness,  (hat  im  adcmpi  (o  prove  them,  is  to  light  acandla 
[lo  discover  (he  sun.  Vet  this  principle  drawing  after  il 
Bowerful  eon»iM)ueneefl  for  the  govorninent  of  our  he&rls 
lives,  and  conscience  being  •»  rcinin),  and  the  sensual  aiTcctn 
80  rebellious,  it  is  needful  to  consider  this  seriously,  (hat 
is  really  assented  to  in  speculation,  mav  not  t>e  conlradicli 
practice.  Now  who  can  utifold  the  infinite  volume  ot 
eternity  }  Tito  onderstsnding  of  an  anecl  c4Q  no  more  tow\ 
hend  what  is  incomprehensible,  than  the  mind  of  a  outn. 
iiiail  will  pa«s  over  an  immense  spaee  ta  soon  as  an  ngki 
for  though  one  dispatches  more  way  than  the  other,  yet  Mil 
are  ef|iially  distant  from  arriving  to  the  end  of  what  is  tuA- 
less.  Hut  that  llie  conception  of  eternity  may  be  more  dialinet 
and  affecting,  it  is  uM>rul  lo  represent  it  under  some  leraponl 
ri'scmhlancc*,  thai   sensibly,  though   not  fully,  expreas  it.         ™ 

[tosc  (hal  (be  vati(  orcan  were  divtilled  drop  by  drop,  but  9osl< 
y,  (hat  a  thouMiid  years  should  pass  between  every  drop ; 
many  millions  of  years  uete  required  to  empty  It  ?  KuiipoM 
peat  world  in  its  full  comiiass,  from  one  |Kile  to  anotber, 
from  the  top  of  (he    firmament   to   the  bollom,  were   to  be  til 
with  the  smallest  Nnd,  but  so  i>lowly,  that  every  thnuund  yean 
only  a  single  ^ratu  dhould  be*  adibil ;  bow  many  millions  would 
pass  nway  before  il  were  filled.*  if  the  immt^nse  luperficica 
the  heavens,  wherein  are  innumerable  stars,  (he  least  of 
erjuals  the   magnitude  of  the  earth,  were  filled  with  fij 
numbers  without  the  least  vacant  space,  and  every  figure  nni 
a  million  ;   what  created  mind  could  tell  (heir  number,  mudi 
tbcir   value?    Having  (hcse   thoughts,   I  reply;  the  sea 
emptied  drop  by  dr»p,  the  univci«c  filled  grain  by  grmia;  the 
numbers  written  in  the  l)ea\-ens  will  come  to  an  end  :  sod  ' 


or  II&4TBW.  619 

much  of  eternit;  is  then  spent  ?  Motbiog ;  for  Btitl  infinitely 
more  remains.  In  short,  whatever  is  temporal,  extend  the  con- 
Uauance  of  it  to  the  utmost  possibility  of  conception,  is  infinitely 
ibort  of  eternity.  A  da;,  an  hour,  a  minute,  has  some  propor- 
tion with  a  thousand  years ;  for  that  duration  is  datermined  by  a 
certain  number  of  days,  and  hours,  and  minutes  ;  but  millions  of 
aaes  have  no  proportion  to  eternity,  because  it  is  an  indetermin- 
able duration.  The  mind  is  soon  tired  and  tost,  in  searching  af- 
ter numbers  to  represent  it :  Jt  is  confounded  and  struck  with 
amazing  horror,  and  can  only  direct  the  eye  upward  or  down- 
ward to  the  two  habitations  of  eternity,  the  glorious  and  the  mis- 
erable, heaven  and  hell.  Now  let  us  compare  the  things  of  the 
pt«sent  world  with  those  of  the  future  stale  :  the  first  are  mea- 
sured by  flying  time,  the  other  remain  in  an  unmoveable  eterni- 
ty. The  comforts  tiiat  spring  from  the  earth,  suddenly  wither 
Hid  fall  to  it :  the  tree  of  life  Nourishes  only  above.  Frequent 
ebanges  from  prosperity  to  adversity,  are  the  properties  of  this 
■Kfftal  state.  As  those  who  are  in  voyages  at  sea,  sometimes 
are  io  a  calm,  and  presently  suffer  a  storm,  and  are  forced  to  al- 
ter their  course  by  the  chuiging  of  the  winds ;  so  it  is  with  us 
in  our  passage  here.  But  upon  the  first  entrance  into  another 
world,  all  the  variations  of  this  are  at  an  end.  "  Verily  every 
man  at  his  best  estate  is  altogether  vanity.  Surely  every  man 
waliks  in  a  vain  shew,  surely  they  are  disquieted  in  vain.?'  The 
visible  felicity  of  man  is  of  no  continuance.  We  may  frequently 
observe  in  the  evening  cloud  by  the  reHection  of  the  sun  in- 
vested with  so  bright  a  lustre,  and  adorned  with  such  a  pleasant 
raiiety  of  colors,  that  in  the  judgment  of  our  eyes,  if  an  angel 
were  to  assume  a  body  correspondent  to  his  glory,  it  were  a  fit 
matter  for  it.  But  in  walking  a  few  steps,  the  sun  is  descended 
lieneath  the  horizon,  and  the  light  withdrawn,  and  of  all  that 
nplendid  flaming  appearance,  nothing  remains  but  s  dark  vapor, 
that  falls  down  in  a  shower.  Thus  vanishing  is  the  show  of  fe- 
lieity  here.  In  this,  sense  assists  faith  ;  for  the  experience  of 
every  day  verifies  what  the  scripture  declares,  "  that  the  fashion 
jf  this  world  passes  away."  And  therefore  the  guilty  folly  of 
men  is  aggravated,  "  to  set  their  eyes  and  hearts  upon  that 
Mrhlch  is  not."  To  see  one  passionately  dote  an  a  face  ruined 
md  deformed  with  age,  to  be  enchanted  without  a  charm,  raises 
ivonder,  and  exposes  to  contempt.  Yet  such  is  the  stupidity  of 
nen  to  embrace  with  their  most  entire  afTections  the  withered 
ranities  of  the  world,  that  are  hastening  to  their  period.  It  was 
I  stinging  reproach  to  idolaters  from  God  :  "  None  considers  in 
lis  heart,  neither  is  there  knowledge  nor  understanding,"  to 
wy,  "  I  have  burnt  part  of  it  in  the  lire ;  yea,  I  have  also  oaked 
iread  upon  the  coals  thereof :  Ibave  roasted  flesh  and  eaten  it: 
md  shall  I  maka  the  residue  an  abomination  .'  shall  I  fall  down  to 
iie  stock  of  a  tree  ?"  And  are  not  sensual  men  equally  guilty  of 
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such  mo&Blrous  toUj  ?  fot  though  universal  experieoee  eoDrinca 
tfaera,  that  all  things  under  the  sun  are  fading,  and  that  lataj 
times  their  dearest  comforts  are  snatched  away  from  their  embra- 
ces ;  yet  who  does  not  advisedly  consider,  and  say  to  himself,  shall 
1  give  my  heart  to  transient  shadows  ?  ShaU  1  eberish  rain  hopes, 
rain  aims  and  desires  of  obtaining  hap^Mness  in  a  perishiDg  world .' 
Although  the  worshiping  a  stock  be  idolatry  of  grosser  infamy, 
yet  it  is  as  foolish  as  destructive  to  setour  chiefloveandjoy, 
that  is  only  due  to  God,  upon  the  creature.  And  what  folbwi 
in  the  prophet,  is  justly  awiicable  to  such  persons ;  "  He  feedetb 
on  ashes,  (d>at  not  only  amird  no  nourishment,  but  ia  very  hnrt- 
fill  to  the  body)  a  deceived  heart  has  turned  him  aside,  that  be 
cannot  deliver  his  soul,  nor  say,  is  there  not  a  lie  in  my  right 
hand  ?"  Thus  carnal  men  are  so  blinded  wiUi  their  afiectioos  lo 
these  short-lived  pleasures,  that  they  eannot  take  the  true  liberty 
of  judging  and  reflecting,  they  are  deceived  and  delighted  nitb 
empty  shadows  that  will  suddenly  end  in  disappointment  ind 
sorrow  P  Briefly,  these  glittering  fictions  and  false  joys  caoaol 
please  without  an  error  in  the  mind,  that  shall  last  but  a  litEle 
while.  And  if  you  saw  a  distracted  person  sing  and  dance,  with 
a  conceit  that  be  is  a  prince,  would  you  be  willing  to  lose  sober 
reason  for  his  fantastic  pleasure ;  espfcially  if  you  knew  that  hit 
cheerful  fit  should  suddenly  change  into  a  mournful  or  raging  niid- 
ness  forever  f  But  the  blessedness  above  is  unchangeable  as  God, 
the  author  and  object  of  it ;  eternal,  as  the  soul  that  enjoys  ii. 
And  shall  "  the  world,  that  passes  away  with  the  lusts  thereof," 
turn  our  affections  from  tht  undejiled  immorlat  inheritance) 
Shall  the  vanishing  appearance,  the  fleeting  figure  of  happiness, 
be  preferred  before  what  is  substantial  and  durable  ?  If  a  spark 
of  true  reason,  of  sincere  love  to  our  souls  be  left,  "  we  shall 
count  all  things  but  dross  and  dung,  that  we  may  gain  (he  king- 
dom of  glory."     Thus  eternity  enlightens,  thus  it  counsels  us. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

'  rnstlvM  to  sn«k  iho  Itin^itont  ot  heaven.  Goil  k  rttj  mllinfi  men 
•bontd  pulnko  oThii  gforj-  AM  w>i'>  iiiif«i|;^i(<(IIy  luitl  i-nni«ii]r  »ei-k,  hImII 
obttin  tt.  Heaven  in  |initiitiHHl  ii)hmi  fcmcioiM  tumvi.  An  iiiiowcr  u>  tbi: 
aUBal  aUcQaliuo,  iliat  w  are  UMiiiiiiuuIrd  tu  jilurk  out  t)i>i  ri){lu  vye,  uul 
cMotrdlvnglit  litiiiil,  an<l  M  utituruilu  Uio nharpm ■ulTcimKii.  tVrvroiunil 
eoiMlani  prayer  fm  A'uine  gnirt,  that  ww  may  fix  our  bjiim  >H>oi>  t-'tumol 
hapliinBBi,  ami  lie  dUiKvnl  in  (ho  tun  of  m^nna  to  nhuiii  it.  'TTi^  gnc«  uf 
the  •piiil,  raquinto  tocunvioM  ibentindthiMiiuiihl^nf'ilie  reality  nndgctat- 
B«M  »f  RD  isriiiibl«  and  Aitun  tWppioeHi.  It  is  trHiuuiM  to  iiutiT;  Hm  will 
kad  alKirCionf,  that  niih  full  comooi  U>e  loul  may  dcmre  aiui  proMvuto  iia 
bUtoctl  (till. 

^  To  eocourage  us  ta  seek  the  ktngdoco  of  heaven^  I  shall  pro- 
pountl  other  motives  to  con&idpralion. 

I .  God  is  very  willing  ihat  men  should  b«  saved  and  partake  of 
fiis  ^ory.  For  this  end,  "  be  has  brought  life  and  iinmortality  to 
'ighl  in  the  gospel."  The  Lord  Jesus,  the  Sun  of  nghlcousness, 
lu  diH|>eU^  llie  darkness  of  (he  Gentiles,  and  the  shadows  of 

e  Jews,  and  rendered  the  blessed  and  eternal  state  so  cleat  and 
■o  visible,  (hat  every  eye  may  nee  it.  Our  assurance  of  it  is 
jpon  infallible  principles.     And  tliough  the  excellent  Rlory  of  it 

iucxpi essible,  yet  it  is  represcnlea  under  vaticly  of  fair  and 
lovely  typos  to  invite  our  affcctioDs.  Besides,  God  makes  an 
earnest  olFcr  of  life  to  us  in  his  word  ;  he  cumniands,  counsels, 
lies,  ur^es,  nay  entreats  and  beseeches  with  infinite  tender- 
icss,  that  men  will  accept  of  it.  Thus  the  Apostle  declares, 
[*'  Now  then  we  are  ambassadors  for  Christ,  as  though  God  did 
*  esec*b  you  by  ui,  we  pray  you  in  Christ's  stead  be  reconciled 
,B  God."  Is  it  not  evitlent  then  beyond  (he  most  jealous  suspi- 
ifiion,  God  is  desirous  of  our  happiuess  ?  Can  we  imagine  any  tlo- 
ligo,  any  iDstnccrily  in  his  words?  Why  should  heaven  coart  a 
worn  ^  It  is  his  (ove  to  soiris  that  eipteMCS  ilsetf  in  (hat  eond*- 
p^ending  compassionate  nunncr,  to  melt  and  overcome  (he  per- 
verse ar)d  hardened  sin. 

And  as  his  wonlti,  so  hi.t  works  are  a  convincing  argument  of 
bia  will :  his  most  gracioos  tnstaining  and  supporting  of  sinful 
■neUt  his  innumerable  benefits  conferred  upon  (hem,  in  the  pro- 
vision of  good,  and  preservation  from  evil,  arc  for  this  end,  that 
by  the  conduct  of  bis  merciful  providence  (hey  may  be  led  to  re- 
jpcntancc,  and  rccoiTcd  into  his  favor.  And  the  temporal  jud|;- 
BteDls  iudiclcd  on  sinners,  are  medicinal  in  their  tulure,  and  in 
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his  design  (o  brinj;  litem  lo  a  Bi^it  iind  aMinrrMicc  of  sin,  to  f»e- 
Teat  thvir  Anal  min ;  if  (hejr  pfovc  luoi  lal  tu  any,  it  is  IVoid  Llinr 
ofMliDate  corru|>tion.  The  (imc  oIIuwikI  (o  (hone  who  art  oti* 
nokiou)  to  liis  justice  every  hour,  is  not  a  mere  te^tievtfnm 
turmeiit,  bu(  a  ii>ac<^  of  repeiiUnce  to  sue  oul  a  pardon  :  ibcf 
are  spatcd  in  onlvr  (o  Mlvalioii.  The  Lord  is  long-eufferiog  10 
us  ward,  not  willins  (hat  an)'  should  pcrisb,  but  that  all  sfaouU 
cuiue  (0  iepe»iiin(^e,  2  Pel.  X  9. 

Kul,  above  all  bis  other  wotlup,  ihc  giving  of  hiit  Son  to  be  a  ta- 
erilice  for  sin,  is  an  incoinpurublu  licnionvtralion  botr  muclibr 
delights  in  lh«  salvation  of  wen.  Since  <iod  has  bren  ut  Mich 
COM  lo  ]>til  them  into  a  capacity  of  ablainini:  Ihf  kin|;doin  of  un* 
changenMc  glory,  far  transcending  the  e.ir(hly  paraili»«>  that  <rat 
rorfvitcd  by  Mn,  we  have  the  strongest  assurance  that  he  dtlim 
Ibcir  felicity.  And  how  guilty  and  miserable  will  those  siiwen 
be,  that  when  Christ  has  opened  benvcn  lo  irs  by  his  blood,  re- 
fuse to  enter  into  it  ^  When  Bnttus,  the  most  nnbic  Soman, 
propounded  (o  u  philoAoplicr  hi.i  dtsign  to  rt-storo  Home  (o  iilx^ 
ly,  he  replied,  that  llie  acliun  would  be  glorious  indtnrd,  bill  itut 
SO  many  M-rvile  spirio  that  taiucly  stooped  undci'  tyranny,  were 
iwt  wuitliy  that  a  man  of  virtue  and  courage  should  hnzard  him- 
self to  recover  (hat  for  them,  which  thoy  did  so  lightly  vslctn. 
The  redemption  of  mankind  13  without  controvcr~8y  the  master- 
piece of  God's  workit,  wherein  his  jtrineipiil  allribulcn  np|ie;ir  in 
their  excellent  glory.  But  how  aatonishijig  is  the  unworlliineai 
of  men,  who  wrelclieilly  ncd^l  salvation,  which  the  S«o] 
God  pttrchased  by  a  life  Jutl  of  sorrows,  and  a  death  of  ittt 
sufTerings?  Blessed  Redeemer!  may  it  be  spoken  willi 
huuibte,  alTectionate,  and  thankful  sense  of  (hy  dying  love,  1 
didst  thou  give  thyself  a  ransom  for  those  who  are  charmed ' 
tbeir  misery,  and  with  the  ni(N<(  foul  ingrntiliide  disvalue  so 
ctoua  «  redemption  ?  How  juiilly  shall  they  be  forever  depiivl 
of  it?     "  Behold,  je  despiscrs,  and  wonder  and  perish.'^ 

i.     Consider,  this  glorious  blessedness  sluiU  be  the  portionj 
all  that  unfeigocdiy  choose  it,  and  earnestly  seek  it.     This 
tivc  was  inclosed  in  the  first,  hut  deserves  a  separate  convidrr 
(ion.     And  of  this  we  liavo  infallible  assurance  from  ihc  wordi 
God,  "who  cannot  lie.     Godliness  has  the  promise  of  the  life 
eoiuc.     This  is  a  faithful  sayiii)^,  and  worthy  of  all  acceplatiooj 
The  hope  of  a  chrislian  is  so  certain,  that   it  is  cuntp^ired   lo  1 
anchor  fastened  in  heaven.     Am)  besides  the  fidelity  of  his  wot 
God  has  given  us  security  of  the   reward,  (he  life  of  his  T 
This  metninks  should    turn  the  current  of  our  desires  and 
deavors  to  heaven.     For  notwithstanding  all  our  toil  and  nwc 
the  labor  of  the  day,  and  the  wa(chings  of  the  night  for  the 
taining  earthly  ihinga,  yet   we  many  times  fall  short  of  our  ai^ 
and  ii»[>cs.     It  was  the  ohseivalion  of  the  wisest  ma q,    "I 
turned  a»d  Hvr  under  the  suo,  (h«t  ^e,  tace  if  not  to  the 
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nor  ifit  biitrlv  (a  llu-  »1iviig,  nvilhcr  yd  brMd  ito:  Ihe  w»«,  nor 
yel  riclic!)  Ik  ntua  uf  undbrslaiiiliiig,  nor  Jti  bror  to  men  of  j 
ftktil ;  but  liin<;  and  cliaiice  luppunetli  lu  ull."  Indeed  &iic.h  il 
■he  order  of  divine  {xovidcnt^e  in  the  woild,  tlicie  must  l)e  dif- 
ferent conditions  of  men  here;  some  rich,  others  poor;  soma 
rwbk',  ottiem  mean ;  oomc  in  comiuand,  others  in  subjcftion. 
And  from  licoce  it  is  iilso  <.'vidtfnl,  liiAt  ucitlicr  dignity,  nor  riches, 
nor  [)lc»»ure<i  arc  (he  hnppiiiciis  of  man.  For  it  is  nut  becoming 
llio  tviadoin  and  Koodiu-ss  of  (iod  to  make  the  lust  end  of  the 
reasonable  vieaturc,  Mhicb  though  sought  witli  sincerity  und  dili* 
gcDce,  nuiy  not  be  obtained,  or  of  wbich  without  his  own  con- 
Mnt  he  rasy  be  deprived.  But  civil  distinctions  and  qualitioa 
aio  of  no  value  and  consideration  with  rcspocl  to  tlio  obtaining 
or  cxrluding  frum  heawn.  The  rich  and  liuiiorabic  llinl  arc  in 
an  exalted  stall-,  have  not  a  more  <^a»y  a-scent  and  entrance  into 
the  kingdom  of  (i»d,  than  llioac  wbo  are  in  (ho  lowcM  degree. 
'I'be  stars  a[>j)ear  wiih  the  same  brightness  to  him  that  stands  in 
the  deepest  valley,  as  on  the  highest  hill.  Is  there  any  diflicr- 
enc«  between  the  souls  of  the  rich  and  great  in  the  world,  and 
(be  souls  of  the  poor  and  despised  ?  Are  they  not  equally  the 
olFspring  of  God,  and  equally  ntnsonied  by  the  most  precious 
blood  of  his  Son  .'  Are  they  not  eiiually  c-ujiable  of  rlernnl  re- 
wards ?  Are  not  the  promises  of  (he  heavenly  kingdom  equally 
addressed  to  every  one  that  has  an  jiumorlal  soul,  that  is  faithful 
to  his  duly  and  covenant  with  <Jod?  This  should  inspire  ail 
with  ilamiitg  desiree,  and  draw  forth  their  utjuost  industry,  "  and 
make  (hem  steadfast  and  unmoveable,  always  to  abound  in  the 
work  of  the  Loid,  knowijig  oui  labor  shall  not  be  in  vain  in  the 
I.ord." 

I  know  (he  carnal  will  id  impcluous  and  impatient  of  delay; 
and  earnest  for  what  is  present,  with  the  neglect  of  the  future 
ftlory.     Uut  the  unreasonableness  of  this  is  evident  to  all:  for  it 
is  not  a  new  and  sdangc  thing  to  sow  in  hopes  of  reaping  a  har- 
vest, fur  men  (o  be  industrious  and  active  on   land  and  sea  for 
.future  .td vantage.     Nay,  it  is  the  constant  practice  of  the  world  : 
tlie  merchant,  the  hu!>l>andnian,  the   student,  the  soldier,  and 
levery  man  in  the  circle  of  his  calling,  are  visible  instances  of 
;.tbis;  and  though   many  times  the  most  flourishing  hopes   are 
blasted,  they  are  not  discouraged.     And   is  it  not  a  sight  fuU  of 
wonder,  to  observe  men  cheerful  in   labors  and  hardships  in  the 
<  service  of  the  world,  to  curry  it  so  tightly  as  if  they  had   wings, 
.  and  all  for  a  poor  and  uneerlain  recompense,  and  to  be  slow  aixl 
languid  in  tlieir  endesvutu  lor  a  reward  as  great  and  as  sure  as 
God  is  glorious  and   true  ?     How   many  unbitioualy  strive   to 
Lpleftse  ■  prince,  and  wait  long  in  his  service,  who  ia  but  n  man, 
[Mtd  therefore  variable  in  his  temper  and  slate,  ^cMactimea  is  not 
willing  to  do  what  ho  can,  and   soinciiroes   cannot   do  what  he 
woulato  reward  bis  servants  ^    And  is  there  not  infinitely  more 
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reason  we  stiould  labor  Id  pleaiie  God,  who  is  llic  most 
and  rich,  and  "  certain  rcwarder  «l  all  ihem  (hal  «.-«k  hiip  ?" 

3.  Consider  how  gmvioiis  ihe  teriuti  are  upon  which  heavanii 
[iromiscd  in  the  gD>fM-l.  Otir  Saviour's  laws  are  »o  bol/,  jut, 
ADtl  in  their  own  nature  so  good  to  men,  Area  in  their  preMnt 
(wrfbrtnance,  that  their  own  excvllcnce,  and  equity,  and  >we«l- 
neu,  is  suflicient  to  n^cninmend  them  without  ■  respect  to  the 
glorious  reward  of  obf^ilience.  Kor  what  enn  \>«  more  deiirable 
tlian  conformit}'  to  th<;  nature  of  the  blessed  God  ?  What  plci- 
sure  is  comparahic  to  that  which  springii  from  a  pure  conscieBrf , 
from  a  Kodly,  righlcous  and  soticr  conversation  *  How  jojfnl  b 
the  pcrlomianco  of  that  scrvio:  which  aiorc  immtMlislel^  is  ili- 
reeled  to  the  honor  of  the  divine  MaJeMj^  >  In  prayer,  and  oili- 
er Mcred  actions,  we  draw  near  to  the  fountain  of  fclicilj,  and 
receive  rroin  his  fulness.  In  the  afl'cclionale  praises  of  God,  vo 
are  companions  of  the  angels.  And  is  not  integrity  and  boDHlji 
jo  our  dealings  with  men  more  easy  and  comfortable  than  ktai 
and  oppression  }  Is  it  not  troublesome  to  be  always  under  a 
mask,  (o  use  nrta  and  ditf^uisei  to  avoid  the  reproach  and  revcDge 
Ihnt  attends  unjust  actions  when  discovered  i  Arc  tempettncs 
and  (.-hastity  as  hurtful  lo  the  body,  as  luxuty  and  la.^^'iviousnMl, 
the  essential  parts  of  cnnial  felicity  ?  How  luiserublo  is  mfl 
when  Ihe  heart  is  rent  with  numberless  vanities,  the  affeclioM 
diMrnctcd  between  variwis  objects  !  How  quiet  and  com|ioaed, 
when  the  heart  is  united  (o  Cod  as  the  supreme  eood,  and  iIm 
■ffeetions  joyfully  con^ire  in  his  service  !  Can  it  then  be  pre- 
tended that  the  yoke  of  Christ  is  heavy,  and  his  Uw  hard  ?  Oi 
are  his  proraiaes  uncertain,  and  his  reward  small  ?  No,  "  kb 
oonmands  are  not  grievous  ;  in  the  keeping  them  thcro  U  a 
grtti  reward,"  a  present  I*ara<}i8e.  Iteligion  will  make  us  hap- 
py hereaAer  in  the  enjoyment  of  God,  and  hajvpy  here  in  obew- 
en«e  to  his  holy  will.  Sudi  is  hJs  goodness,  that  our  duty  u^h 
bapfiiness  are  the  same.  ^H 

Uut  it  will  be  said,  that  the  gospel  reqntres   *'  ua  lo  pluck  bo^^ 
the  right  eye,  and   cut  off  the  ngbt  hand,  and  to  take  up  llw 
cross  of  Chrial ;  ihni  is,  to  mortify  ihc  dearest  lusts,  and  lo  nih 
mit  lo  the  sharpest  fruflerings  fur  his  honor,  that  we  may  be  sMl^ 
nally  happy,"  ~ 

To  this  I  answer : 
It  is  true,  the  human  nature  in  thb  depraved  slate,  only  rel- 
ishes such  objects  as  pleasantly  insinuate  wiih  Ihe  carnal  scosM, 
and  it  is  bitter  aa  death  to  hind  up  the  affections  from  them.  Rut 
gmee  ^ives  a  rtrio  dit'inf  naltirc  to  iht  mul,  snd  makes  it  easy 
to  absliiin  from  fleshly  lusts.  To  make  Ibis  more  clear  by  a 
ttcn5ible  instance  :  supjmsc  a  diseased  i>erNOn,  whose  stomach  ti 
up|>rcs»ed  with  corrupt  huraora,  and  his  tliroat  and  mouth  i^^- 
heated  with  vholer  and  continual  thirst,  that  he  (Itinks  it  iJit)M4^| 
sjble,  though  for  his  life,  to  abetain  from  iromodersU)  drinking^^^ 
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!f  a  phj-*!^^!  by  Bomo  powoifiil  mMlictne  Heanjcs  (he  Hlotnacli, 
and  tcrnjK'^rs  titc  internal  heat,  lie  then  ran  easily  rtstraiin  liim»clf 
from  excvsji.  Thtm  a  carnal  man  that  is  full  of  lalne  eoliiDatioiia, 
and  irregular  dt-sirvi,  while  there  are  pleasurca  willtnut,  and 
piOMions  unsuMu«(l  within,  though  his  Bairalion  depends  on  it, 
ihinkfl  it  impossilile  to  rr.^lniin  thn  exorhitant  apiwlilc-s  of  Kesh 
at)d  Mood.  The  "  Gentiles  thouf;hl  it  strani^v,  rhriMians  did  not 
run  with  (hem  to  the  same  excess  of  riot."  Hut  divine  K^re 
so  clarities  ami  enlightens  the  mind,  so  purifies  and  elevates  the 
affccttonn,  that  it  is  not  only  possible,  out  easy  to  abstain  from 
uoUwful  pleaMres.  .St.  Austin,  bcforo  hia  conversion,  wan 
HtonUied,  that  many  in  the  vigor  of  youth,  and  in  ■  frail  worid 
lived  chastely  ;  and  rcllccling  u|ion  hinisL-lf,  was  encouraged  by 
this  thought,  (hat  which  such  and  such  observe,  why  nh.ill  it  be 
impossible  for  mc  lo  observe  ?  And  upon  serious  trial,  by  tho 
prosperous  influence  of  heaven,  was  a  conqueror  over  all  carnal 
teinp(a(ions.  Nay,  after  his  holy  change,  th«  withholding  his 
heart  from  vicious  delights,  *  was  inexpressibly  more  sweet  than 
his  former  enjoying  of  them.  And  are  there  nut  many  visible 
exuaples  of  holy  heavenly  christians,  (u  whom  grosser  sensual 
pleasures  are  unsavory  and  contemptible  .'  Vou  may  iis  well  tell 
the  number  of  the  st.irs,  as  of  those  who  have  practised  religion 
in  its  strictness  and  purity,  and  by  their  enlightened  conversa- 
tions directed  us  in  the  way  to  heaven.  Aitd  aro  (heir  bodies 
taken  from  the  vein  of  a  roek,  and  not  composed  of  Aesh  and 
blood  as  well  as  others?  Are  their  passions,  like  Solomon's 
brmxcn  wa,  unmoveable  by  any  winds  nl  (emp(ations  ^  .\rc  ibey 
entirely  exempted  from  the  impression  of  objects,  and  lower  af- 
fections? No,  they  ar«  alive,  and  sensible  of  those  things  that 
affections  of  carnal  men,  but  by  the  power  of  grace  despise  and 
overcome  (hem.  And  this  grace  is  offered  in  the  gospel,  (o  all 
that  sincerely  desire  it ;  so  that  it  is  a  vain  wretched  pretenee 
that  religion  binds  to  hard  service. 

To  the  other  pari  of  (he  objection,  that  sometimes  religion  ex- 
poses the  professors  of  it  to  heavy  sufTerings,  I  answer  ;  indeed 
the  gospel  is  plain  and  peremptory  in  this,  if  we  will  "  reign 
with  Christ, we  must  suffer  with  him,"  when  we  are  called  forth 
to  give  a  noble  testimony  (o  his  truth.  It  is  no  extraordinary 
elevation,  tm  point  of  perfection,  bu(  (he  duty  of  every  christian 
to  be  always  ready  in  the  dis|K>sition  and  resolution  of  his  mind, 
to  sacri5ce  his  life  when  the  honor  of  Christ  reijuiris  it.  But  it 
is  no  hard  condition  to  suffer  transient  afflictions  foi  the  obtaining 
«  kappy  immortaUtr,  to  be  conformal^c  to  the  image  of  our  suf> 
fering  Kcdeemer,  that  wc  m<iy  be  crowned  with  his  glory.  How 
many  christians  esteemed  themselves  honored  in  the  disgrace, 
and  Messed  in  the  injuries  they  suffered  for  Christ,  and  with  an 
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JBTJawMa  fttimn,  mi  Mtwiithipg  joy,  andursd  Ae  WMt  cfid 
fanaoaUnt,  tkooA  yt  the  famam  mtata  in  lhe»  wm  m  tciJn^ 
—it  f TiT^'-  -*  r —  ■■  "*  othm?  Bat  the  utonl  amaHi 
Mid  WfdgnMiBi  to  tuilBtfaig  WM  or«Mrsled  bj  Um  mni^it- 

iamiia^S.  .-Thar  anre  a  noit  aaovindBg  aanrihla  tatSmmif 
haw  BHiA  Bare  mn^le  beaven  fa,  Ihn  thU  praaeid  mm, 

f^Uadf  «ipowig  tfanualvM  to  dl  evil  kere,  **ni^daf'm 
hmtf'of  a  gtorioas  iaaua. 

•-  lnabot«;tba  reward  of  abedicaeeia  atrioDaphahwint;  aai 
«ban  thara  ia  ■•  notary,  tiiare  can  be  no  triu^ib  ;  ami  lAmt 
■oeoMbat,DOTiatarr;aodwheraDoeoemr,  noeoabet.  1W*- 
fara  we  are  .eofluiaBded  to  G«bt  againat  our  iatenial  Mi^Mii^ 
e«r  aocrept  aSHtiou,  to  kill  tbe-tuta  of  Hn  flaaht  aed  teaa- 
eeunter  M.ovaraoma,  b^  bumility  and  neek -eabwarieB,  Ai 
aneltjreC'ValiaioiiaeBamiea  wilboutuB,  i>  order  to  ebtau  Ibe 
aeawa  ef  Hie.  And  a  believer  that  bas  faearao  in  taato  aad  u- 
paetalioa,  will  eaMly  lenouaee  the  taoat  plaaaavt,  aiHl  wiUiid^ 
•adwe  tbe  ahai^ett  tomptationa,  for  tbe  bhwed  uewardefiia 
ohediMMia, 

.'  Laallj/,  Farreot  aed  eooitaDt  paja^ ia  jeqniaito  fiir  Aemca 
•f  Godi  that  we  nay  fix  ooi  aina  ari^t  iqioii  eternal  happiaaB, 
and  oaa  tboae  aure  neana  that  with  dirine  adnntaga  are  ptuft- 
and  in  tbe  aariptiirea,  that  can  make  ua  wue  to  aalntiaiL  8m 
ie'tha  dapraTatioB  of  man  ainoe  hia  iall,  the  mind  ia  diverted  bjr 
Ta<n  thou^ts,  and  the  heart  preposseased  with  sensual  denres, 
that  till  tkt  apirit  ^  Ai«  mind  fre  renewed,  and  hia  oiigioal  afllee- 
tiooa  (o  the  Supreme  Good  be  revived  and  restored  by  di?iu 
graoe,  he  ia  regardless  of  it,  and  only  applies  himself  to  what  it 
{deaatng  to  sense.  There  may  be  some  traoaieDt  glances,  and 
volatile  wishes  of  heavea  ia  carnal  men,  but  they  are  miserably 
weak,  and  ineffectual.  Therefore  a  most  necessary  duty  ia- 
cnmbent  upon  us,  is  by  humble  and  fervent  prayer  to  addtca 
ourselves  to  God  for  bis  spirit,  to  enlighten  our  minds,  that  we 
may  believe  the  reality  and  greatness  of  tbe  eternal  rewinl  \ 
and  to  reform  our  wills,  that  we  may  feel  its  attractive  force. 
Both  these  acts  of  the  spirit  are  requisite,  that  the  love  of  God, 
as  our  chief  felicity,  may  be  the  regent  principle  of  our  hearti 
and  lives. 

1.  For  this  end  tbe  Holy  Spirit  convinces  men  thoroughly  of 
the  reality  and  greatness  of  an  invisible  and  future  happiness.  In 
the  light  of  the  gospel,  how  many  of  eminent  intellectual  facul- 
ties are  stupid  as  to  dieir  great  interest,  and  spend  themselves 
about  trifles,  and  are  equally  tractable  to  eternal  ruin,  as  the  ox 
to  the  slaughter  ?  He  that  is  destitute  of  tbe  illuminating  grace 
of  the  vfarA,  "  is  blind,  and  cannot  see  for  off."  Now  by  the  an- 
alogy between  the  corporeal  and  intellectual  faculties,  we  mi^  ua- 
derstand  in  some  measure,  how  the  mind  is  illuminated  by  the 
Spirit,  of  God.    For  as  to  tbe  act  of  seeing,  two  thiDgaaie  reqai- 
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itc,  I .  I-'xternal  lisht  In  the  air,  without  which  the  colors,  fig- 
res  and  beauiies  of  objects  arc  not  risible  to  (he  Bharp«st  eye, 
it  tie  obscured  under  impcnclntbte  darkness,  i.  Internn)  light 
tn  the  eye,  in  which  the  visivp  power  coniists :  if  this  he  extin- 
guished, the  clearest  li^it  n(  heaven  is  of  no  uw  for  the  disco- 
voiy  of  things.  Thii!<  the  Il^d('r^l;mding  is  enabled  1o  see  spirit' 
ual  things.  1.  by  the  revcbliim  of  the  object ;  in  thin  rc*Hp«et 
"life  snd  immortality  aje  biou^lit  to  li(;h(  bj-  the  gospel."  Till 
■hat  bright  discovery  was  made  of  eternal  bleasedaess,  it  was 
'ibore  the  desires  and  hope  of  sinful  man.  Cttlum,  homo,  nee 
optare  polerat  ex  ignoratiHa,  ntc  aperare  cj  propritr  miteri^r  coit- 
Tientin.  9.  By  the  inward  cnli^htcnin;;,  "  (rrnn  the  »(>irit  of 
risdom,"  that  removes  the  tgnor«iiPe,  prejudice,  and  inadvcrtcn- 
of  the  mind,  which  as  scales  <brkciicd  its  sight,  aitd  disposes 
to  perceive  ibe  verity  and  excellency  of  spiritual  and  future 
hlngs,  though  not  with  comprehensive  evidence,  yet  with  that 
surance,  that  no  doubtfulness  or  suspense  remains  concerning 
lem.  It  IS  observ.-ible  that  faith  is  expressed  in  scripture,  by 
Itnct,  wisdom,  and  knowledge,  whereby  a  man  knows  the 
aunds  and  motive?  of  his  judgment  and  notions.  .\nd  sin  is 
illed  fotfi/.  For  a.*  when  the  understanding  faculty,  either  from 
Itc  indispo.<>edrie.ts  of  the  urgnns  as  in  idiot.'*,  or  from  the  di.'Mirdcr 
of  fancy,  by  inllamroation  of  the  humors,  as  in  distracted  persons, 
sannot  weigh  and  compare,  and  therefore  makes  a  perverse 
idgment  of  ihii^gs  :  so  the  carnal  mind,  by  not  duo  measuring 
nd  pondcrin",  judges  falsely  of  spiritual  things.  If  something  no 
Stggcr  than  (he  hand  were  put  before  the  eye,  it  woulil  inleiccpt 
"^e  sight  of  the  henvcnt);  and  he  (hat  not  considering  (he  pm|»er- 
tesnf  things  near  and  di.t(anl,  should  conclude  that  piece  to  he 

rr  than  the  heavens,  were  justly   reputed  a  fool.     And  the 
of  rarnal  men  is  more  gross,  who  prefer  things  present  lo 
sense,  before  what  is  future,  and  of  everlasting  eontic<)ucnce  to 

Ecsoul.  But  (bcie  are  some  action:^,  which  if  done  by  a  na(urHl, 
ould  be  counted  folly  ;  yet  being  done  by  those  who  ifi  the  rcpu- 
tion  of  the  worM  are  wise,  arc  esteemed  pr^ident,  but  (hey  aro 
c  mosi  deplnrnble  fully.  Now  a?  the  restoring  the  l-^aumpriih- 
ripiutn,  the  broken  mind  to  its  sound  slate,  whereby  it  is  able  lo 
consider,  discern  and  conclude  of  things  according  In  their  nature, 
such  is  the  action  of  (Jod's  Spirit  upon  the  corrupt  mind,  clarify- 
ing and  enlish(ening  it,  so  that  it  receives  full  conviction  by  ibe 
clearest  marks  of  divine  aulhonty  shining  in  the  gospel,  of  the 
tn»th  of  all  (he  great  and  precious  promi*e«  Ihcrcin  contained,  and 
cauMng  it,  by  a  steady  appHcAlion  of  the  (hMtghl.i,  lo  see  the  raat 
diflcienee  between  what  is  temporal  and  eternal ;  how  dcff)>icably 
light  all  the  vanities  of  this  world  are  found,  when  put  in  (he 
balance  against  the  inlinite  inestimable  happtnesa  of  the  next.  In 
short,  the  renewed  mind  knows  spiiilu.il  ihmgs according  (olheir 
tutia;e  and  qualities,  believes,  csteecas,  and  determines  thai  (hey 
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Are  of  eliimal  momonl,  and  itbMoIiilcly  necoBiary  for  (be  happino 
of  man.  Ami  as  wheDlhenaturulfui^uUyofHceiDg  UpvnNl)C(I,it 
ia  irrc|>arablc  by  buiasn  skill,  and  without  *  niirade  can  a«rer 
b«  reston-d  i  so  (be  JntcUectual  faculQr,  when  dukened  by  an- 
ful  liistM,  wtlhout  (ho  renewing  power  of  the  Spirit,  *'  can  atrm 
know  Hpititual  ll)in^  m  ihcy  ought  to  bv  known."  There(btt 
».4  (be  blind  men  in  lb«  ^o»]ivl  who  despaired  of  help  froB  (hc 
pliVHii^ian!),  Iioaring  of  the  niiraouloug  power  ef  Chri«(,  iaporto- 
nately  beg^eil  hia  healing  mercy ;  so  le(  uft  pray  lu  (hv  light  lati 
Saviour  of  tlio  world,  but  in  a  more  noble  and  hieber  MoM^ 
"  Lord,  that  wc  may  receive  our  sieht."  Let  as  wito  th«  imH 
scalous  DGTeclions  call  upon  "the  God  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Cbriii, 
the  Father  of  glory,  that  he  would  give  unto  u»  the  spirit  of  «j» 
dom  Mid  rcvvla(ioi)  in  (hu  knowledge  of  hitn,  (he  eyes  of  oar  ■■• 
derviAiiding  biding  cnlighluniHl,  Uia(  we  may  know  what  it  lkt_ 
hope  of  bin  valtin);,  and  what  the  riches  of  (lie  glory  of  hit  i 
ilauce  in  (he  sain(H." 

2.  The  efficacious  influence  of  ibe  Holy  Spirit  is  requiiilc  (0 
change  the  will,  that  wiib  a  free  and  full  conaen(  it  may  detircaij 
prosecute  the  apiritual  eternal  good.  Without  (his,  (be  conridioa 
of  thf^  mind  is  not  powerful  enough  to  convert  the  soul  fronl 
love  of  the  world,  (o  chooM;  heaven.  There  may  be  an  ei 
ened  conscience  wilhou(  a  renewed  hi!ar[.  Though  (he  judl 
assents  that  Ciod  is  (he  Supreme  iioad,  yet  tilt  the  heart  b€ 
ctMd,  the  sensuality  of  the  affections  taken  away,  divine 
that  directs  the  life  to  God  as  our  b1ea$cd  end,  can  never 
it.  Supposo  thnt  men  had  a  sensible  and  strong  assurance  of  I 
eternal  s(atc  hereafter,  if  all  those  wbo  live  godly  in  a  vinb 
manner  ascended  with  Klias  to  heaven,  ami  if  ill  who  contiou 
ID  their  sins  visibly  descended  into  hell,  as  (i^onth  and  bis  i 
p«ny  were  swallowed  up  alive  by  the  earth  before  the  I&raetilfl 
if  men  could  hear  the  joyful  exultations  of  (he  uinta  above,  tbj 
bi^  praises  of  God,  aud  hear  tbe  deq>Grato  cries  and  deep  col 
plaints  of  the  damned  :  if  one,  according  to  the  desire  of  the  r 
man,  were  sent  from  bell,  and  with  his  liery  tongue  should  rel 
what  he  ha«l  seen  and  suiTervd,  ami  esliibil  a  s<;n»ible  democ 
tion  in  bimsvlf  of  those  torments;  yet  this  alone  were  not 
cient  to  draw  olf  their  hearts  from  tlie  deceitful  happiness  oft 
wotid,  and  fasten  them  on  the  perfect  and  eternal  happiness  in  I 
next.  Indeed  (bey  could  not  indulge  ibelr  lusts  so  securely, ' 
tbcy  would  bo  "  strangers  to  the  life  of  God,**  such  an  invetcri 
alienation  of  the  heart  is  in  man  from  real  holiness.  Till 
sancltl'ying  spirit  by  a  directive  pv^^ualive  light,  tlint  represci 
the  truth  and  goodnessof  spiritual  things,  tinDbforms  the  soul.i 
makes  it  spiritual  in  ils  valuations  and  aJTections,  it  Is  inwa 
averae  from  grace  and  glory.  "  The  Lord  direct  our  hearts  it 
(he  luvcof  God,  and  into  the  patient  nailing  for  Christ,  when  , 
sliall  eiUDG  to  be  glorified  in  bis  saints,  and  admired  iu  all 
that  l>elicve." 
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Where  the  v>ormdielhnol,<mdtkeJlni$  not  quenched. 


CHAPTER  I. 

M  opoiiiig  ot  tbe  ten.  The  puniihrnent  of  iinnfiinned  KUMn  ihall  ba 
fatreme  and  etemal  Tbe  lormentB  in  hell  exceed  the  hekvieat  judgmMUe 
inllieted  here.  They  ue  repreaeiited  in  ecnpture,  m  u  to  inatnict  and  ter- 
liiyBiiiien.  llieMmldittniM  tbe  thief  nKiurner  in  belL  The  apnrriMn- 
iloa  riiall  be  enlarged  to  all  afflicdng  otgecto.  Hm  thoughta  uall  )m 
flsed  upoo  what  ii  tDnnenting.  All  the  tonnentiiig  psHions  vill  be  let 
looaa  upon  the  guil^  eouL  Shame,  aonow,  nge,  despair,  at  onee  seize  on 
^damned. 

The  words  ire  the  repetition  of  a  powerful  motive,  hj  our 
eued  Saviour,  to  deter  men  from  indulgine  temptations  to  titt, 
DW  grateful  or  nsefnl  soever  to  them  :  "  If  thj  hand  offend  thee, 
it  it  off;  if  thj  foot  offend  tbee,  cut  it  off;  if  thy  eye  offend 
iM,  pluck  it  out."  All  the  occasions  whereby  sin  insiotiatea  it- 
M.  and  inflames  oar  inclinations,  whether  it  bribes  us  with 
mt,  or  allures  by  pleasare,  must  be  immediately  cut  off,  and 
irerer  separated  from  us.  This  counsel  seemi  very  severe  to 
la  natural  man,  who  freely  ccmrerses  with  temptations  :  to  do 
Menee  to  himself,  and  tear  his  beloved  lusts  from  his  boeom, 
le  eamal  nature  will  not  consent  to.  Our  Saviour  tfaerefsre 
rfU  mch  arKuments  as  may  moTe  the  uuderstandiBg  and  affee- 
mis,  may  strike  sense  and  coosdence  :  "  For  it  is  better  to  en- 
ir  into  life  maimed,  than  having  two  hands  to  go  into  hell, 
Iwre  tbe  fire  never  riiall  be  qaenched.**  Hope  and  fear  art 
i«  most  active  passions :  tbe  hope  of  heaven  is  motive  enough 
I  induee  a  true  believer  to  despise  and  reject  all  tbe  advantages 
id  {rieasures  of  sin  that  are  but  for  a  season  :  and  (he  fear  oiaD 
mlHting  hell,  is  strong  enough  to  control  the  vieioaa  appe' 
VOL,  t.  Vf 
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tites.  Reason  determines  that  when  a  *  gangreoe  that  is  dead\f 
and  spreading,  has  seized  upon  a  member,  presently  to  cut  offu 
affected  arm  or  leg,  to  save  the  rest :  how  much  more  reasooible 
and  necessary  is  it  to  part  with  the  most  charming  and  favorite 
sio,  to  preserve  the  soul  from  eternal  death  ?  It  is  observable,  oar. 
Saviour  inculcates  three  times,  thpt  men  may  take  notice  of  it  with 
.  terror,  "  where  the  worm  never  dies,  and  (be  fire  is  sever 
quenched  :"  a  worm  gnawing  upon  the  bowels,  that  are  of  the 
most  tender  and  quick  sense,  fire  that  causes  the  most  vehemeDt 
pain,  are  fearful  representations  to  typify  the  torments  of  the 
damned  :  and  that  the  worm  is  undying,  and  the  fire  unquencbi- 
ble,  infinitely  aggravates  their  punishment. 

The  proposition  is  this :  that  the  punishment  of  those  who 
will  retain  their  pleasant  or  profitable  sins,  shall  be  extreme  anil 
eternal. 

In  the  handling  of  this  point,  I  will,  I.  Discourse  of  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  punishment.     2.  Of  the  eternity  of  it. 

I.  Of  the  extremity  of  it. 

Before  the  particular  description  of  the  pains  of  the  damoed, 
I  shall  observe  in  general,  that  the  full  representation  of  hell  is 
beyond  all  human  expression  ;  nay,  our  most  fearful  thoughts 
cannot  equal  the  horror  of  it.  Who  knows  the  power  of  thine 
anger?  Psai.  90.  11.  What  are  the  prepared  plagues,  by  infi- 
nite justice,  and  Almighty  wrath,  for  obstinate  sinners  ?  It  is  uB' 
possible  for  the  most  guilty  and  trembling  conscience  to  enlarge 
its  sad  LpprehGnsions  according  to  the  degrees  of  that  miseij. 
"  The  Lord  will  shew  forth  his  wrath,  and  make  his  pover 
known  in  the  vessels  fitted  for  destruction. "  None  can  tell  what 
God  can  do,  and  what  man  shall  suffer,  when  made  capable  lo 
endure  such  torments  forever,  as  now  would  presently  consume 
him.  As  the  glory  of  heaven  cannot  he  fully  understood  til)  en- 
joyed, so  the  torments  of  hell  cannot  be  comprehended  till  fell. 
But  we  may  have  some  discovery  of  those  unknown  terrors,  by 
the  following  considerations. 

The  most  heavy  judgments  of  God  upon  sinners  here,  are 
light  and  tolerable,  in  comparison  of  the  punishment  of  sinners 
in  the  next  state.     For, 

(1.)  Temporal  evils,  of  ail  kinds  and  degrees,  (as  pestilence, 
famine,  war,)  arc  designed  for  the  bringing  of  men  to  a  sight 
and  sense  of  their  sins,  and  are  common  to  good  and  bad  here. 
And  if  his  anger  be  so  terrible  when  he  chastises  as  a  compas- 
sionate father,  what  is  his  fury  when  he  punishes  as  a  severe 
judge  ?  If  the  correcting  remedies,  ordered  by  his  wisdom  and 
love  for  the  conversion  of  sinners,  he  so  sharp,  what  is  the  deadly 
revenge  of  his  irreconcilable  hatred  P 

*  Ut  corpus  reditiias,  f<^niiiii  patieris  el  igncs ;  iit  valeu  animo,  quirqiiun 
tolerare  negabia  ?  Ai  preiiiim  pars  hfcc  corporc  majus  liabet-     Omd. 
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:.)  The  lalsem^'clr  rhc  present  state  are  alloyed  with  some 
iojineDlS.  None  are  ko  Tinivcrsall)-  afllicird,  so  dcM>lutC,  but 
somelhing  remHins  to  swL-elvri  (he  sense  of  ihcir  sufli-nDgii. 
Judf;mcnis  ;irc  tenipcrcd  with  incicics :  no  man  ts  tortured  with 
all  diseases,  nor  ror^nkcii  or  all  friendH,  nor  ulterlj  vrithoul  com- 
fort. And  when  (he  affliction  is  it  remediable,  vet  if  our  cricf 
produces  syni|)3tby  in  others,  it  in  some  ease  to  the  troubled 
^^d,  am)  by  that  assistance  Ibc  burden  is  made  tighter  :  but  in 
^B,  the  damned  are  surrounded  wilh  terrors,  CDCOmpasscd  u'ilh 
flaoics,  without  nny  thing  to  relrcsb  (heir  sorrows ;  nol  a  drop  of 
«Ur  to  a  luke  of  Tire.  All  (hat  was  estoomed  felicity  here,  Ja 
tally  withdrawn  :  death  puts  a  period  to  their  lives,  and  plea- 
res  of  !>in,  I'urever.  For  it  is  most  just,  that  those  objects 
'bleh  were  abused  by  their  lusts,  and  alienated  their  hearts 
their  duty  and  felicity,  should  bo  taken  away :  and  which 
extreme  misery,  in  Iheir  most  pitiful  slate,  ihcy  nrcab^lutcty 
unpilicd.  Pity  is  ihc  cheap  and  universal  Ii-nittve,  not  denied 
tliu  most  Kuilty  in  their  suflVrings  herp- ;  forlliu  law  of  naluic 
rticts  us  lu  pily  Ihc  man,  when  the  malefactor  sulTers.  But 
an  this  is  not  afTurded  to  the  damned  :  all  Iheir  agonies  and 
ies  cannot  incline  ihe  compassion  of  (Jod,  and  the  blessed  spir- 
hcaven,  loivnrds  tliem ;  for  tbey  are  not  eompassionablc 
.,  their  misery  beins;  the  just  effect  of  their  perverse  ob- 
ebnice:  and  in  bell,  all  human  tender  affcclions  arc  cx- 
ifihed  forever.  Now  it  is  the  perfection  of  misery,  the  ex-' 
of  desolation,  to  be  deprived  of  all  good  things  pleasing  to 
desires,  and  to  suflcr  all  evils,  from  which  wo  have  the 
tfosi  avcrsniion  and  nbhorrcnee.  As  in  heaven,  all  good  is 
linenily  comprised,  and  nothing  hut  good  ;  so  in  hell,  alt  evil 
in  execsjtirc  degrees,  and  nulbine  but  evil. 
(3.)  Temporal  evils  are  inflicted  by  the  mediation  of  second 
iM<,  that  are  of  a  limited  power  to  hurt;  but  in  the  next 
Id,  be  more  immediately  torments  the  damned  by  his  absolute 
r.  The  ApoMic  tells  us,  that  the  wiclccd  "  are  punished 
everlasting  destnietiun,  from  the  presence  of  the  I^rd,  and 
"gjnry  of  his  power."  What  is  the  lashins  w  ith  a  few  tushes, 
'ifliiW  given  by  the  hand  of  a  giant,  that  strikes  dead  at 
/    'i'his  comiwritnn  is  Ixrlow  the  truth. 

|)nriirularly,  (he  9l;ile  uf  misery  i^  set  forlh  in  Scripture 
)r*a'ent.iiions  as  may  |M>werfully  instruct  and  Icrrifr 
_  .  """othing  is  more  intolerably  painful, 

*rc  enraged  with  brimstone;  and 
and  brimstone,  wherein  the 
fire  be  material  or  meta- 
Ihe  torment  is  signifipd 
ed  wilh  the  most  tor- 
presentation  of  it :  for 
hell  is  prepared  by  the 
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bisdwigD  to  btiag  them  to  a  tight  and  abborrence  of  nn,  to  pre- 
vent  their  final  ruin ;  if  they  prove  mortal  to  aoj,  it  is  fiioai  Ibdr 
obttinate  corruption.  The  time  allowed  to  thoae  who  an.  ob- 
BozioaH  to  hia  justice  every  hour,  is  not  a  mere  repri«Te  bom 
totmeot,  but  a  qiace  of  repentance  to  sue  out  a  pardon :  (bey 
we  apaied  in  order  to  salvation.  The  Lord  is  long-soAring  to 
ss  ward,  not  willing  that  apf  should  pei^,  but  tlut  iD  diwU 
come  to  repentance,  S  Pef.  3.  0.   ' 

But»  ^ve  all  hia  other  works,  the  giving  of  bis  S<»  to  be  a  sa- 
•eI&w  w^fin,  is  an  incomparable  demooairation  hovr.maelf'k 
d^ightsk-tbesBlvaluw-of.  nen.  Sioae  God  has  beea'at  an^ 
eost  la  p«t  them  into  a  capacity  of  obtaining  the  kingdom  of  im- 
ebluepBI^  glory,  far  transcending  the  earthly  pai-adisc  that  jns 
loHwt^bj  sill,  WQ  have  the  stirongesi  assurance  (hat  be  desires 
AaiE  Mioitf .  And  how  guilty  and  miserable  will  those  sionen 
bs^fliaLwticn  Christ  has  opened  heaven  to  us  by  his  blood,  le- 
lbH'iii''fetIler  into  it  ?  AVhen  Bnitus,  (he  most  noble  Roidbii, 
propounded  lo  a  philosopher  his  design  to  restore  Rome  to  hlKr- 
t][^p»^^i)fe(l,  that  the  action  would  be  glorious  indeed,  but  that 
BO  many  servile  spirits  (hat  tamely  stooped  under  tyranny,  were 
flOt  Torflv  that  a  man  of  virtue  and  courage  should  hazard  him- 
MlCite  nCQVer  that  for  them,  wliich  they  did  so  lightly  esteem. 
^HM.'jB^aqilion  of  mankind  is  without  controversy  the  masler- 
|lieee  of  Ood'ii  works,  wherein  his  principal  attributes  appear  ia 
fjieir  exceUent  glory.  But  how  astonishing  is  the  unworthiueas 
of  men,  who  wretchedly  neglect  salvation,  which  the  Sod  of 
God  purchased  by  a  life  lull  of  sorrows,  and  a  death  of  intiuite 
sufferings  ?     Blessed  Redeemer !   may  it   be   spoken  with  the 


bumble,  eflectionate,  and  thankful  sense  of  thy  dying  love,  why 
didst  thou  give  thyself  a  ransom  for  (hose  who  are  charmed  with 


2.  Consider,  this  glorious  blessedness  shall  be  the  portion  of 
all  that  unfeigoedly  choose  it,  and  earnestly  seek  it.  This  mo- 
tive was  inclosed  in  the  first,  but  deserves  a  separate  considera- 
tion. And  of  this  we  have  infallible  assurance  from  the  word  of 
God,  "who  cannot  lie.  Godliness  has  the  promise  of  the  life  lo 
come.  This  is  a  faithful  saying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation." 
The  hope  of  a  christian  is  so  certain,  that  it  is  compared  to  an 
anchor  fastened  in  beaver).  And  besides  the  fidelity  of  his  word, 
God  has  given  us  security  of  the  reward,  the  life  of  bis  Sod. 
This  methinks  should  turn  the  current  of  our  desires  and  en- 
deavors to  heaven.  For  notwithstanding  all  our  toil  and  sweil, 
the  labor  of  the  day,  and  the  watchings  of  the  night  for  the  ob- 
taining earthly  things,  yet  we  many  times  fall  short  of  our  ainu 
and  hopes.  It  was  the  observation  of  the  wisest  man,  "Ire- 
turned  and  saw  under  the  sun,  that  the  race  is  not  to  the  iwiR, 
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nor  (he  batl'e  to  the  stioiig,  neither  yet  bread  (o  the  wise,  nor 
yet  richea  tu  men  of  uiiderstandiDg,  nor  yet  favor  to  men  of 
&kill ;  but  time  and  chance  happeneth  to  all."  Indeed  such  is 
the  order  of  divine  providence  in  the  world,  there  must  be  dif- 
ferent conditions  of  men  here :  some  rich,  others  poor ;  some 
noble,  others  mean ;  some  in  command,  others  in  subjection. 
And  from  hence  it  is  also  evident,  that  neither  dignity,  nor  riches, 
nor  pleasures  are  the  happiness  of  man.  For  it  ia  not  becoming 
the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  God  to  make  the  last  end  of  the 
reasonable  creature,  which  though  sought  with  sincerity  and  dili- 
gence, may  not  be  obtained,  or  of  which  without  his  own  con- 
sent he  may  be  deprived.  But  civil  distinctions  and  qualities 
are  of  no  value  and  consideration  with  respect  to  the  obtaining 
or  excluding  from  heaven.  The  rich  and  honorable  that  are  in 
an  exalted  state,  have  not  a  more  easy  ascent  and  entrance  into 
the  kingdom  of  God,  than  those  who  are  in  the  lowest  degree. 
The  stars  appear  with  the  same  brightness  to  him  that  stands  in 
the  deepest  valley,  as  on  the  highest  hill.  Is  there  any  dififer- 
ence  between  tbe  souls  of  the  rich  and  great  in  the  world,  and 
the  souls  of  the  poor  and  despised  ?  Are  they  not  equally  tbe 
oi&pring  of  God,  and  equally  ransomed  by  the  most  precious 
blood  of  his  Son  ?  Are  they  not  equally  capable  of  eternal  re- 
WKrds  ?  Are  not  the  promises  of  the  heavenly  kingdom  equally 
addressed  to  every  one  that  has  an  immortal  soul,  that  is  taithful 
to  his  duty  and  covenant  with  God }  This  should  inspire  all 
with  flaming  desires,  and  draw  forth  their  utmost  industry,  "  and 
nuke  them  steadfast  and  unmoveable,  always  to  abound  in  the 
work  of  tbe  Lord,  knowing  our  labor  shall  not  be  in  vain  in  the 
Lord." 

1  know  the  carnal  will  is  impetuous  and  impatient  of  delay; 
and  earnest  for  what  is  present,  with  the  neglect  of  the  future 
)Elory.  But  the  unreasonableness  of  this  is  evident  to  all :  for  it 
is  not  a  new  and  strange  thing  to  sow  in  hopes  of  reaping  a  har- 
vest, for  men  to  be  industrious  and  active  on  land  and  sea  for 
future  advantage.  Nay,  it  is  the  constant  practice  of  the  world  : 
the  merchant,  the  husbandman,  the  student,  the  soldier,  and 
every  man  in  the  circle  of  his  calling,  are  visible  instances  of 
this;  and  though  many  times  the  most  flourishing  hopes  are 
blasted,  they  are  not  discouraged.  And  is  it  not  a  sight  full  of 
wonder,  to  observe  men  cheerful  in  labors  and  hardships  in  the 
service  of  the  world,  to  carry  it  so  lightly  as  if  they  had  wings, 
and  all  for  a  poor  and  uncertain  recompense,  and  to  be  slow  and 
languid  in  their  endeavors  for  a  reward  as  great  and  as  sure  as 
God  is  glorious  and  true  ?  How  many  ambitiously  strive  (o 
please  a  prince,  and  wait  lo«g  in  his  service,  who  is  but  a  man, 
and  therefore  variable  in  his  temper  and  state ;  sometimes  is  not 
willing  to  do  what  he  can,  and  sometimes  cannot  do  what  he 
would  to  reward  his  servants  ■''     And  is  there  not  infinitely  more 
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reuon  «•  thould  hbor  to  pleiiM  God,  who  i*  (he  most 
uid  rich,  tnd  "certain  rewarilvr  of  nil  ihcrn  lh.i(  sctk.  him?" 

3.  Consider  tiow  gr.iciou»  (lie  (Rrnw  ai-«  upon  which  heaTfoii 
promised  in  (he  ^epel.  Our  Saviour's  Inwa  are  mi  koljr,  joM, 
and  in  llieir  own  nature  so  good  to  luen,  even  in  their  pimK 
pcrform&ncc,  that  (lioir  own  excellence,  and  equitj,  and  tvctl- 
new,  ii  suflicient  to  recommend  them  witliout  a  respect  to  the 
fclorious  reward  of  obedience.  For  uhat  cnn  be  more  deafafaU 
than  ronrormitj'  to  the  nature  of  tlic  bk-s»ed  God  ?  WbM  ptt». 
sure  is  ci>m|>arable  to  that  which  springs  {mat  a  pure  conKMMe, 
from  a  godly,  righleous  and  foher  converaation  ?  How  jojfbl  It 
the  performance  of  that  service  which  more  intmediatelj  ait- 
reeled  to  the  honor  of  the  divine  Majestjr  f  In  prajer,  %ui  otk- 
er  sacred  aeliona,  we  draw  near  to  the  fountain  ol  felicity,  aad 
receive  from  his  fulneu.  In  the  afleclionale  praiKi*  of  God,  tn 
are  eompnnions  of  the  angels.  And  U  nol  iniogriij  and  fao«Mt/ 
in  otir  dealings  with  men  more  easy  and  comfurtablv  tbaa  ftwd 
and  oppression  ?  Is  it  not  iroubteiome  to  be  alwaj^a  nadcra 
mask,  to  use  arts  and  disguises  to  avoid  the  reproach  and  nwtaft 
that  attends  unjust  actions  when  dixovercd .'  Are  teii»|»c>MW 
end  chastity  m  hurtful  lo  the  bodj,  as  luxury  and  Inm  iiiiniiimHi, 
the  CSMtnlinl  parts  of  cantnl  felicity  *  How  niiMTiiMe  is  ■■• 
when  the  heart  is  rent  with  numberless  vaniiifH,  the  iiffrrtiii 
distracted  between  various  objects  !  How  quiet  and  i iilW|ilnrf, 
when  the  heart  is  united  lo  (iod  as  the  supreme  good,  aM  the 
affections  joyfully  conspire  in  his  service  !  Can  it  then  be  pra- 
tcn<kid  that  the  yoke  of  Christ  is  heavy,  and  hia  law  hud }  Ol 
are  hi«  promiMS  uncertain,  and  his  reward  small?  No,  "Us 
onmmiuidit  are  nol  grievous  ;  in  the  keeping  tbcni  ihcre  h  ■ 
gre^  reward,"  a  present  ['aradise.  Keb^inn  will  make  uahw- 
py  herealter  in  the  enjoyment  of  God,  and  happy  hef*  fal  obw- 
ence  to  his  holy  will.  Such  ia  hia  goodnc»,  ibs4  ow*  6wif  lad 
happiness  arc  the  same. 

But  it  will  be  mid,  that  the  gospel  re<|uit«i  '*  as  lo  plixlt 
the  right  eye,  and  cut  off  Ihe  right  hand,  and  lo  take  ap 
erosR  of  Christ ;  that  is,  to  mortify  the  dearest  lu.sla,  aod  lo 
mil  lo  the  sharpest  sufferings  for  his  honor,  that  we  m»y  be 
oally  happy." 

To  this  I  tinmvcr : 

It  is  (rue,  the  human  nature  in  thia  depraved  stale,  na\y 
isbes  such  ol)jects  as  pleasantly  invinuatv  with  the  carnal  iwnw' 
and  it  is  Hitcr  as  death  lo  bind  up  the  affections  from  then.  B«l 
grace  gives  a  rwiiu  divine  naltm  to  Hif  soul,  and  oukM  It  tttg 
lo  abstain  from  fleshly  lusls.  To  make  this  more  clear  in  ■ 
sensihie  inslance  :  suppose  a  diseased  person,  Mhose  slDnaciil 
oppressed  with  corrupt  humors,  and  his  llkroal  and  iM»lh  aa 
healed  with  choter  and  rontintial  thirst,  that  he  thinks  it  imps*- 
ait>Ie,  tbougit  lor  his  life,  lo  ab*tain  from  immoderate  drinluag 
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If  a  ^ihyrif  Inn  by  *onip  pownrful  medicine  cleanses  (bo  slomaeh, 
and  IcmpvrH  (he  inlcnial  lica(,  he  thcD  can  cauly  restrain  bimaelf 
from  cxcviiH.  ThiiH  a  carnnl  man  (hat  is  full  of  ialse  estintatioiia, 
and  irreguliir  rlcnir^i,  while  (lirrc  are  plewmrM  without,  and 
pMtions  unsubdued  within,  (hough  his  nhpsdoo  dirpcnd*  on  tl, 
thinks  it  impossible  to  restrain  the  cxorliHant  npp«lite$  of  rtesh 
and  blood.  The  "  Cieniiles  thought  it  atT«nf;e,  christians  did  n«4 
nin  vrilh  them  to  the  same  excess  of  riot."  But  divine  i;raee 
so  clarifies  and  cnlij^htens  the  mind,  so  purifies  and  elevates  (be 
afTcclions,  that  it  is  not  onlj  potisiblo,  but  easjr  to  abalain  fiom 
unlawful  ptearares.  St.  Austin,  b«forc  bis  conversion,  was 
■stoniihed,  (ha(  many  in  the  vigor  of  you(h,  and  in  a  fmil  world 
lired  chastely  ;  and  retlecting  ujion  himself,  was  enrouraped  by 
this  thought,  (hat  which  such  and  such  observe,  why  sb.ill  it  he 
impossible  for  mc  to  observe  ?  And  upon  serious  trial,  by  the 
prosperous  inlluencc  of  heaven,  was  a  conqueror  over  all  carnal 
ten)pta(ion*.  Nay,  aHer  his  holy  chanKO,  (he  wi(hholdin{E;  bis 
heart  from  vicious  deUgh(s,  *  was  inexpresoibly  more  swpe(  (ban 
bis  former  enjoying  of  (hem.  And  are  there  not  many  visible 
examples  of  holy  heavenly  christians,  to  whom  grosser  sensual 
pleasures  are  unsavory  and  contemptible  ^  You  may  ns  well  tell 
the  number  of  the  stars,  as  of  those  who  have  practised  religion 
in  its  strictness  and  purity,  and  by  their  enlightened  conrersa- 
ttons  directed  us  in  the  way  to  heaven.  And  are  their  bodies 
taken  from  the  vein  of  a  rock,  and  not  composed  of  flesh  and 
blood  as  well  as  others.'  Are  their  passions,  like  Solomon's 
brazen  sea,  unmoreable  by  any  winds  ol  temptations.'  Are ihey 
entirely  exempted  from  the  impression  of  objects,  and  lower  af- 
fections ^  No,  they  ant  alive,  and  sensible  of  tbo»e  things  that 
affections  of  carnal  men,  but  by  the  power  of  grace  despise  and 
overeome  (hem.  And  this  grace  is  offered  in  the  gospel,  to  all 
that  sinc«rely  desire  it ;  so  that  it  is  a  vain  wretched  pretence 
that  religion  binds  (o  bard  service. 

To  (he  other  part  of  the  objection,  that  sometimes  religion  ex- 
poses the  professors  of  i(  to  heavy  sitlTt-tinits,  1  answer  ;  indeed 
the  gospel  is  plain  and  [>eremptory  in  (hi«,  if  we  will  "  reign 
with  Christ,  we  must  sulTer  with  him,"  when  we  are  called  forth 
to  give  a  noble  testimony  to  his  (ruth.  1(  is  no  extraordinary 
elevation,  no  point  of  perfection,  but  the  duty  of  every  ehri^ian 
to  be  always  ready  in  the  disposition  and  resolution  of  his  mind, 
to  aacrifice  his  life  when  the  honor  of  Christ  requires  it.  Hut  it 
{■  no  hard  condition  to  sufler  transient  afllictions  for  the  oblainino; 
a  happy  immortality,  to  be  confnnnaMc  to  the  image  u(  our  SUf- 
fenng  Kcdeemer,  that  we  may  be  erowned  with  htSKlory.  How 
many  ehristians  esteemed  themselves  honored  in  the  disgrace, 
and  blessed  in  the  injuries  they  suflered  for  Chrbt,  and  with  tn 
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invincible  patience,  and  astonishing  J07,  endured  the  most  end 
peraecutions,  though  yet  the  human  nature  in  them  was  as  tendti, 
and  sensible  of  pains  as  in  others?  But  the  natural  aTerm 
and  repugnance  to  suffering  was  over>ruled  by  the  reward  ■!• 
tending  it.  They  gave  t  most  convincing  aenuble  testiiiKHi} 
how  mueh  more  raiuable  heaven  is,  than  this  present  woiU, 
willingly  exposing  themselves  to  all  evil  here,  *' rejoicing  ii 
hope"  of  a  glorious  issue. 

In  short ;  the  reward  of  obedience  ia  a  triurapbal crown  i  and 
where  there  is  no  victory,  there  can  be  no  triunapb  ;  and  when 
no  combat,  no  victory  ;  and  where  no  enemy,  no  combat.  Then- 
fore  we  are  commanded  to  fight  against  our  internal  enemiei, 
our  corrupt  affecUons,  to  kill  the  lusts  of  the  flesh,  and  loci- 
counter  and  overcome,  by  humility  and  meek  submission,  llw 
cruelty  of  maliciouB  eueraies  without  us,  in  order  to  obtain  tbe 
crown  of  life.  And  a  believer  that  has  heaven  in  taste  and  ex- 
pectattoB,  will  easily  renounce  the  most  pleasant,  and  williaeijr 
endure  the  sharpest  temptations,  for  the  blessed  reward  of  ois 
obedience. 

Laatti/t  Fervent  and  constant  prayer,  is  requisite  for  the  giact 
of  God,  tiiat  wc  may  fix  our  aims  aright  upon  eternal  happines, 
and  use  those  sure  means  that  with  divine  advantage  are  pn^ 
fled  in  the  scriptures,  that  can  make  us  wise  to  salvation.  Sudi 
is  the  depravation  of  man  since  his  fall,  the  mind  is  diverted  bj 
va<n  thoughts,  and  the  heart  prepossessed  with  sensual  desires, 
that  till  the  ainrit  of  his  mind  be  renewed,  and  his  original  affet- 
tions  lo  the  Supreme  Good  be  revived  and  restored  bj  divine 
grace,  he  is  regardless  of  it,  and  only  applies  himself  lo  what  is 
pleasing  to  sense.  There  may  be  some  (ransiciit  gl.inccs,  and 
volatile  wisJiea  of  heaven  in  carnal  men,  but  ttiey  are  miserabiv 
weak,  and  inellectual.  Therefore  a  most  necessary  duty  in- 
cumbent upon  us,  is  by  humble  and  fervent  prayer  to  addre^^ 
ourselves  to  God  for  iiis  spiril,  to  enlighten  our  luinds,  (iui  wt 
may  believe  ibc  reality  and  greatness  of  the  eiornal  reu'ard  ; 
and  to  reform  our  wills,  that  wc  may  feel  its  atlmclive  forrt. 
Both  these  acts  of  tlie  spirit  are  reijiiisite,  that  the  love  ol  t>od, 
as  our  chief  felicity,  may  be  the  regent  prineijiic  of  our  heart- 
and  lives. 

1.  For  this  end  the  Holy  Spirit  convinces  men  ihoroughU  oi' 
the  reality  and  greatness  of  an  invisible  and  future  happiness.  In 
the  light  of  the  gospel,  how  many  of  eminent  inlellecuial  fdcul- 
ties  are  stupid  as  to  their  great  interest,  and  spend  lhelns*;l^t^ 
about  trifles,  and  are  equally  tradable  to  eternal  ruin,  as  ibe  01 
to  tbe  slaugliter  ?  lie  that  is  destitute  of  tbe  illuminating  grare 
of  the  spirit,  "  is  blind,  and  cannot  see  far  oiT."  Now  by  ihe  an- 
alogy between  the  corporeal  and  intellectual  faculties,  we  may  un- 
derstand in  some  measure,  how  the  mind  is  illuminated  by  lh( 
Spirit  of  God.     For  as  to  the  act  of  seeing,  two  things  are  requi- 


OP  RCATEK. 


627 


vitc;  I.  External  light  In  iha  air,  without  wb(ch  thn  eoloni,  Ag- 
ur«9  and  twauiics  of  oltjccts  arc  not  risible  lo  the  sharpest  cj«, 
bat  lie  obwtircd  under  )tn|H-netmhle  darkneM.  i.  Internal  lij^t 
In  the  ej'O,  in  which  the  visive  [Miwer  eonsists:  if  this  be  esliit* 
guishei],  ihe  cleaieM  IikIii  of  heaven  ii  of  no  use  for  the  diwo- 
rer  J  of  things.  Thns  the  undenttanding  is  enabled  to  see  spirit- 
ual things.  I .  by  the  revelation  of  the  ohjeet :  in  this  respect 
"life  and  immortality  arcbiought  to  light  hjr  (he  gospel."  Till 
that  bright  discovery  was  rande  of  eternal  hlca»edneM,  it  wu 
above  the  desires  and  hope  of  sinful  man.  Catum,  hmna,  ntc 
Optart  poterat  tx  ignorontut^  nee  sperare  tT  propria  iniseritr  am- 
SCitntia.  2.  By  the  inward  enlightening,  "  from  the  Hpiril  of 
wisdom,"  that  removes  the  ignoranee,  prejudice,  and  inadverten- 
ejr  of  llie  mind,  which  as  scales  darkened  its  sight,  and  disposes 
It  to  perceive  the  verily  and  excellency  of  spiritual  and  future 
flltogs,  thougti  not  with  comprehensive  evidence,  yet  with  that 
assurance,  that  no  don l>i fulness  or  §us])cnse  remninii  concerniog 
them.  It  i.t  observable  thnt  fnilh  is  expressed  in  M-tiplure,  by 
pruilvnce,  ipwrfom,  and  knourtedffe,  whereby  a  uian  knows  the 
unds  and  motives  of  his  judgment  and  aelions.  And  sin  is 
lUed  fotlt/.  For  as  when  the  understanding  faculty,  either  from 
e  indiaposcdness  of  the  ore.ins  as  in  idiots,  or  from  the  disorder 
fancy,  by  inllammalion  of  the  humors,  as  in  distracted  persons^ 
■annol  weigh  and  compare,  and  therefore  makes  a  perverse 
judgmoni  of  things  :  so  the  carnal  mind,  by  not  doc  measuring 
and  pnnderingt  juilgt's  faUely  of  spiritual  things.  If  something  no 
bigjter  than  the  hand  were  put  before  the  eye,  it  would  intercept 
the  sight  of  tlie  heavens  ;  and  he  that  not  considering  the  proper- 
ties of  things  near  and  distant,  should  conclude  that  piece  to  b« 
l)igi;er  than  the  heavens,  were  justly  reputed  a  fool.  Ami  the 
folly  of  carnal  men  is  more  gross,  who  prefer  things  prenent  to 
sense,  hcfon-  what  is  future,  and  of  everlarting  coiiser[ucncc  to 
the  soul.  Ttnt  thct«.'  are  some  actions,  which  if  done  by  a  natural, 
would  h<-  counted  folly  ;  yet  being  done  by  those  who  in  the  repu- 
tation  of  the  world  are  wiae,  are  esteemed  pnident,  hut  they  are 
,|he  most  deplorable  fully.  Sow  as  the  restoring  the  t^mumprin- 
BpfHni,  the  broken  mind  lo  its  sound  state,  whereby  it  is  able  to 
Honsider,  discern  and  eonclude  of  things  arconling  to  their  nature, 
■nch  is  the  action  of  Ood'^  Spirit  upon  the  cormpi  mind,  clarify- 
ing and  enlightening  il,  so  that  it  receives  full  conviction  by  the 
dearest  marks  of  divine  authority  shining  in  the  gospel,  of  the 

^ilh  of  all  the  great  and  precious  promises  therein  contained,  and 
using  It,  by  a  steady  application  of  the  thoughts,  to  see  the  vast 
difl'i^rence  between  what  is  temporal  and  eternal ;  bow  de»|iical:dy 
light  all  the  vanities  of  this  world  arc  found,  when  put  in  the 
balance  agninst  the  infinite  inestimable  happinesn  of  the  next.  In 
shnrt,  the  rcnewetl  mind  know>  spiritual  ibingsaccording  lotheir 
rc  and  ()ualiticit,  believes,  esteems,  and  deternincs  that  they 
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are  of  elernal  momeol,  and  absoluielj  naeeetaty  lor  ibe  h 
of  man.  And  as  when  (he  natural  facully  of  seeing  U  pe: 
ia  in€|)Brable  by  human  skill,  and  without  a  miracle  can 
he  restored  :  so  the  intellectual  faculty,  when  darkened  by  m- 
ful  lusts,  without  the  rvnewini;  power  of  ibo  Spirit,  '*  can  new 
know  i^irilual  thin)^  ng  they  oUKht  to  btt  known."  Thtrefott 
as  tho  blind  Mien  in  the  K'>*l'^l  ^^^  despaired  of  hflp  frooi  ihi 
pliysieiims,  hearing  of  the  nitraculous  power  of  Chriat,  ioiMitih 
nately  begj^d  his  heahng  mercy ;  so  let  us  pray  to  the  li^it  iti 
iMTiour  of  the  world,  but  in  a  more  noble  and  hichcr  Niwr, 
"  Lord,  that  wo  may  receive  our  sight."  Lot  ua  will  liie  rwm  1 
zealous  alfcclions  call  upon  '^the  uo<l  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Cfariil,  ' 
Ihc  father  of  glory,  that  he  would  |;ii'e  unto  Us  the  spirit  of  *'»■ 
dom  and  revelation  in  the  knowlc-dj^v  of  hiiD,  the  eyes  of  our  od- 
derstaiiding  hein^  enlighloned,  that  we  may  know  what  u  Ux 
hope  of  his  calling,  and  what  tb«  riches  of  the  glory  of  hit  iabm' 
itance  in  the  saints." 

S.  The  efficacious  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  reijuisitt  lo    | 
rliange  the  will,  thai  with  a  free  and  full  consent  it  may  desire ud 
proserule  the  spiritual  eternal  good.  Without  this,  the  coarietiM 
of  the  mind  is  not  |>owerful  enough  to  convert  the   soul  bom  tbt 
love  of  the  world,  to  choose  heaven.     There  may  l>c  an  ealidn-    i 
cned  conscience  without  a  renewed  heart.  Though  the  judgM^M 
absents  that  God  is  the  Supreme  Hood,  ijet  tUl  Iht  heart  tx  etrcMP^ 
cited,  the  senMiality  of  the  affections  taken   away,  diviaa  im 
that  direeU  the  life  lo  God  as  our  blessed  cod,  can  never 
it.     Su[^se  that  men  had  a  scnMhle  and  strong  assuraare  of 
eternal  stale  hrrean*?r,  if  all   ihose  who  live  godly  in  a  v 
manner  ascended  with  Klins  to  heaven,  aiid  if  all  who  enol 
in  their  sins  visibly  descended  into  hell,   as  Corah  and  his 
Mny  were  swallowed  up  alive  by  the  earth  before  lite  Israeli 
if  men  could  hear  the  joyful  exultations  of  the  sainls  al>evc,  r 
hj^  praises  of  God,  and  bear  the  desperate  cries  and  deep  i 
plaints  of  the  damned  :  if  one,  according  to  the  desire  of  (ke 
man,  were  *cnl  from  hftl.  and  with  hi*  Aery  tongue  shouU 
what  he  hiui  seen  and  HulTored,  and  exhibit  a  acBsiblo  de 
lion  in  himself  of  those  torruents;    yet  this  alone  wer«  not 
eient  to  draw  off  their  hearts  from  the  deceitful  happiness  of 
world,  and  fasten  them  on  the  perfect  and  eternal  bapfMneas  in 
next.     Indeed  tbey  could  not  indulge  their  lusts  so  ser   -  '     ^' 
they  would  ho  "  strangers  lo  the  life  of  God,"  such  an  : 
alienation  of  the  h earl  is  in  miui  from  real  holiness.     TiU 
sanrlifjiirig  spirit  )iy  a  directive  persuasive   ligtil,  that   repc 
the  truth  and  gmidnes.-i  of  spiritual  things,  transforms  the  mm1| 
makes  it  spiritual  toils   lulualions  and  affections,  it  it  ia' 
averse  from  grace  and  glory.     "  Tbc  Lord  direct  our  b«arti 
(he  lovcof  God,  and  into  the  patient  waiting  for  Christ,  wbu 
sltall  come  to  l>e  gloiificd  id  his  saints,   km  admirtul  iu  all 
thai  believe." 
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Where  the  worm  dietit  not,  and  Ike  fire  it  not  qvenched. 


CHAPTER  I. 

of  tbe  WXt.    Tbe  puiu*lini«iii   of  unrpformeri  unnns  nhail  bo 

erne  uid  oiernol.    The  (onnrnln  in  holl  rx«ui><)  i)i«  heDniW  jutlginvuia 

1  iKm.    Tbpy  mp  rpprcspniccl  in  iwripture,  »  lu  to  imnnirl  ani)  irr- 

rMBneim.    Thn  miiI  slinll  lii^  Ihi-  cliivf  iiiouni«r  in  bell.    The  apprehelt- 

I  tHuU  he  «Dlar|[«il  lo  kit  ailliciiiii;  objcoU.    Tho   ibouglita  Mall  k« 

upon  i^tM  ia  lornicribng.    All  the  Mrawnfing  punom  wiU  be  in 

— I  Um  fuillj  ooul.    Shune,  tonwr,  r»ge,  dwpair,  at  onc«  R«iica  ca 


words  are  ihe  repetition  of  a  powerful  motive,  hy  oni* 
■A  Saviour,  to  dettr  men  from  indulging  tcmptationN  lo  tin, 

^Ic-rtil  or  uceful  soever  lo  ihem  t  "  If  ihy  hand  offend  thee,' 
il  off;  if  thy  foot  offend  Ihec,  cut   it  off;  if  thy  eye  offend 

,  ptuck  it  oul."     AH  (he  oecaaions  whereby  sin  insinuates  il- 

and  inflames  our  inclinalions,  whether  it  bribes  us  with 
it,  or  allures  by  pleasure,  must  be  immediately  cut  off,  and 

er  separated  from  us.     This  eoansel  scemt  very  aovere  to 
natural  man,  who  freely  converses  with  temptations  :  to  do 

nee  lo  himself,  and  tear  bis  beloved  lusts  from  his  bo«om, 
earual  nature  will  not  consent  to.  Our  Saviour  therefore 
ti  mch  arguments  as  may  move  the  understanding  and  affec- 
II,  may  strike  sense  and  cooseience  :  "  For  it  is  better  to  en' 
into  life  maimed,  than  having  two  hnnds  (o  go  into  hell, 
ire  the  fire  never  shall  be  quenched."  Hope  and  fear  arc' 
most  active  passions  :  the  hope  of  heaven  is  motive  enough' 
nducc  B  true  bi>liever  to  despise  and  reject  all  tbe  sdvantage* 
pteasures  of  ain  that  are  but  for  a  season  :  and  the  fear  ofao 
HMting  bell,  is  strong  enough  to  control  the  vicious  appe- 
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titei.     Rmmui  determiOiM  thit  when  a,  *  ganj^rene  (bat  is  Jud) 
and  ^reuiiiig,  bun  seised  upon  a  member,  prt^senlly  to  cut  oCi 
afleeted  arm  or  leg,  to  nve  tht  rest :  how  much  more  rca»unl 
and  nttceBMij  ii  it  ^  part  with  the  most  charming  and  favor 
lia,  to  preserve  the  BOol from eiernat  dealh  P  It  te  observable, » 
SaTioariDeoleatei  three  timei,  thiit  mca  may  tnkc  nnlicv  of  tl«i{^ 
.ferror,  **where  the  wona  never  dies,   and   Ihe  lire  i»  Del 
quenched  :**  a  worm  puwing  upoo  (he  bowels,  (bat  are  nf  l 
Boat  tender  and  qaiek  sense,  fire  ibat  causes  the  most  vilieine 
pun,  an  fearful  represeot^iols^tb  ^pl^  the  twrneols  a(.  te' 
damned :  and  tliat  uie  worm  is  undyiiig,  and  0ie  fitf  ■mnwiflu 
Me,  infiokeljr  aKgrarates  their  piuiiiKiiiient. 

The  propositiott  is  this :  that  the  paoishiiient  of  thoae  lAs 
will  retain  their  pleaaant  or.profitable  fins,  riiall  be  eotrcma  mI 
atemal.  ■      ' 

Intbehaodliagor  thbpointflwffl,  L  Piatsi— n  ef^g- 
^amitj  of  the  punishment.    S.  Of  the  eternity  of  i^ 

I.  Of  the  extremity  of  it. 

Before  the  particular  description  of  the  pains  of 
I  shall  obserre  in  general,  that  the  full  representation  ot 
bejond  all  faoman  expresEroi] ;  nnj,  our  most  fearful  ih 
euinot  equal  the  horror  of  it.  Who  knows  the  power  of  lbtl_ 
itinf'll  niL'  90^  1 1 .  What  arc  Ihe  prepared  plagues,  hj  iii&^ 
^fe  J&ll9ce,'iuid  Almighty  wrath,  for  obslioale  sinners  ?  It  is  i 
MMBdIb  K»  &e  most  guilty  and  trembling  conscience  to  enlai 
its  sad  cpprebenstons  according  to  ihr  degrees  of  that  misc! 
**  The  Lord  will  shew  forth  his  wrath,  and  make  bis  power 
known  in  (he  vessels  fitted  for  destruction."  None  can  tell  what 
God  can  do,  and  what  man  shall  suHer,  when  made  capable  to 
endure  such  torments  forever,  aa  now  would  presently  consume 
hiu.  As  the  glory  of  heaven  cannot  be  fully  understood  till  en- 
joyed, so  the  torments  of  hell  cannot  be  comprehended  till  ML 
But  we  may  have  some  discovery  of  those  unknown  terrors,  hj 
the  following  considerations. 

The  most  heavy  judgments  of  God  upon  sinners  here,  ire 
light  and  tolerable,  in  comparison  of  the  punishment  of  sinnen 
in  the  next  state.     For, 

(1.)  Temporal  evils,  of  all  kinds  and  degrees,  (as  pestilence, 
famine,  war,)  are  designed  for  the  bringing  of  men  to  a  si^l 
and  sense  of  their  sins,  and  are  common  to  good  and  bad  here. 
And  if  his  anger  be  so  terrible  when  he  chastises  as  a  compas- 
sionate father,  what  is  his  fury  when  be  punishes  as  a  severs 
Judge  .'  If  the  correcting  remedies,  ordered  by  his  wisdom  ud 
love  for  the  conversion  of  sinners,  be  so  sharp,  what  is  the  deadly 
revenge  of  his  irreconcilable  liatred  ? 

*  Ut  corpus  redimas,  ferrum  patieria  et  ignea ;  ut  valeaa  animo,  quieynM 
tolerere  negalna  ?  At  pretium  para  heec  cotporc  majns  habM.    Oo^ 
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(8.)  The  miserica  of  (he  present  state  are  allayed  with  some 
enjoymenta.  None  are  so  iinivcrsaTly  afflicted,  so  desolate,  but 
BomethiDg  remains  to  sweeten  the  sense  of  their  sufferings. 
Jadzments  are  tempered  with  mercies:  do  man  is  tortured  with 
ail  diseases,  nor  Torsaken  of  all  friends,  nor  utterly  without  com- 
fort. And  when  the  affliction  is  irremediable,  yet  if  our  grief 
produces  sympathy  in  others,  it  is  some  ease  to  the  troubled 
mind,  and  by  that  assistance  the  burden  is  made  lighter  :  but  in 
hell,  the  damned  are  surrounded  with  terrors,  encompassed  with 
flames,  without  any  thing  to  refresfa  their  sorrows ;  not  a  drop  of 
water  to  a  lake  of  fire.  All  that  was  esteemed  felicity  here,  is 
totally  withdrawn  :  death  puts  a  period  to  their  lives,  and  plea- 
sures of  sin,  forever.  For  it  is  most  just,  that  those  objects 
which  were  abused  by  their  iusts,  and  alienated  their  hearts 
from  their  duty  and  felicity,  should  be  taken  away  :  and  which 
is  extreme  misery,  in  their  most  pitiful  stale,  they  are  absolutely 
unpitied.  Pity  is  the  cheap  and  universal  lenitive,  not  denied 
to  the  most  guilty  in  their  suffering  here  ;  for  the  law  of  natuie 
instructs  us  to  pity  the  man,  when  the  malefactor  suffers.  But 
even  this  is  not  afforded  to  the  damned  :  all  their  agonies  and 
cries  cannot  incline  the  compassion  of  God,  and  the  blessed  spir- 
its in  heaven,  towards  them ;  for  they  are  not  compassiooable 
objects,  their  misery  being  the  just  effect  of  their  per\'erse  oh- 
stintte  choice:  and  in  hell,  all  human  tender  affections  are  ex- 
tiDgtiisbed  forever.  Now  it  is  the  perfection  of  misery,  the  ex- 
cess of  desolation,  to  be  deprived  of  all  good  things  pleasing  to 
our  desires,  and  to  suffer  all  evils,  from  which  we  have  the 
deepest  aversalion  and  abhorrence.  As  in  heaven,  all  good  is 
eminently  comprised,  and  nothing  but  good  ;  so  in  hell,  ^1  evil 
15  in  excessire  degrees,  and  nothing  hut  evil. 

(3.)  Temporal  evils  are  inflicted  by  the  mediation  of  second 
causes,  that  are  of  a  limited  power  to  huit ;  hut  in  the  next 
world,  he  more  immediately  torments  the  damned  by  his  absolute 
power.  The  Apostle  tells  us,  that  the  wicked  "  are  punished 
with  everlasting  destruction,  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and 
the  glory  of  his  power."  What  is  the  lashing  with  a  few  rushes, 
to  a  blow  given  by  the  hand  of  a  giant,  that  strikes  dead  at 
once  ^  This  comparison  is  below  the  truth. 

More  particularly,  the  state  of  misery  is  set  forth  in  Scripture 
by  such  representations  as  may  powerfully  instruct  and  terrify 
even  the  most  carnal  men.  Nothing  is  more  intolerably  painful, 
than  suffering  the  violence  of  fire  enraged  with  brimstone ;  and 
bell  is  described  by  a  lake  of  fire  and  brimstone,  wherein  the 
wicked  are  tormented.  Whether  the  fire  be  material  or  meta- 
phorical, the  reality  and  intenseness  of  the  torment  is  signified 
by  it :  but  the  ordinary  fire,  though  mingled  wiih  the  most  tor- 
turing ingredients,  is  not  an  adequate  representation  of  it :  for 
that  ia  prepared  by  men  ;  but  the  fire  of  bell  is  prepared  by  the 
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an  kbcMit  the  aoul,  or  an  idl«  scruputosltj  tbout 

i;  yet   wlien  God  hsr  tct  their  sins  (with  all 

Bumatsnccs)  in  order   b«rorG   their  cj»,  bow 

ifounilccl  are  ihey  at  that  ap[>>arilton  ?     How 

dreadful  exp«<:talioii  of  the  doom  that  alleiidB 

io  the  midst  of  his  ciiptt  aod  herd  of  coneu- 

w  words  written  on  (be  wall,  (conlainiog  his  proeesa 

nas  so  terrified  hj  his  guilty  jealous  coosvience, 

f-re  loosed;  nature  sunk  under  the  apprehension. 

Iruubles  of  mind  are  but  the  beginning  of  sorrows, 

'  q(  the  infernal  furnace,  but  earnest  of  that  terri- 

divine  justice  will  sevGrcly  exact  of  tho  wicked 

examples  are  rare,  and  not  regarded  by  the  most, 

I  tookcd  on  as  the  etfecls  of  diMraclJon  ;  but  to  con- 

and  ciir<'kHs  sinners,  who  never  fell  the  stings  of 

led  conscience,  what  extreme  terrors  seize  upon  the 

tother  world,  consider, 

ehension  shall  be  more  clear  and  enlarged,  than  io 

Imitate.      Now  the  soul  is  oppressed  with  a  weight  of 

Idrowsinesa  and  obscurity ;  the  great  things  of  rlcrni- 

\t)  force  to  convince  the  conscience,  or  persuade  the 

lot  then  the  soul  shall  work  with   the  (quickest  acti- 

od  shall,  by  an  irresistible  ligbl,  take  a  full  view  of  all 

cts:  the  most  stupid  and  unconcerned  sinners  shall 

1  feel  their  ruined  stale  ;  what  a  glorious  felicity  they 

fwhat  a  misery  they  ore  plunged  into,  without  any  pos- 

'  lessening  it  by  faluc  conceits,  and  receiving  any  relitf  , 

irror  of  imn^inntion. 

mournful  thoughts  shall  be  always  fixed  upon  what  ii 
The  soul,  in  conjunction  with  the  body,  cannot  al> 

L  itself  to  one  sort  of  objects  ;  for  the  ministry  of  the 
ulties   is   requisite  to   its  operations,  and  the  body 
supported  by  eating  and  drinking,  and  rest,  which  inter- 
gubiesome   thoughts.      Besides,  the    variety  of  object! 
lents  here,  Hvcrt  the   mind  sometimes  from  what  is  af- 
but  the  scpanxe  soul  is  in  no  dcpcndnncv  on  the  body,  I 
tbetr  re-union,  there  sliall  )>e   nu  nc<'e»^1y  nf  food  or 
^or  lay  other  animal  actions  to  support  il ;  but  it  shall  ba 
to  a  new  capacity   for  new  torments,  and  preserved  in  ] 
l-intserable  state  by  tbo  power  of  (Jod.     There  will  be  no-  ' 
:  then  to  divert  the  lost  soul  from  sad  reflection  upon  its  mi-  < 

Tbeie  arc  no  lucid  inlcrvalfi  in  hell. 
All  the  tnrnK>ritin^  p.iMions  will   then  be  let  looM  at  onca' 
tlw  guilty  crentuiu.     Anil  if  there  he  no  single  pnssion  so 
male,  but  heightened,  will  break    the  spirit,  and  render  life  so 
nikorable,  that  a  man  will  take  sanctuary  id  the  grave  to  escape  ; 
how  miserable  is  the  condition,  when  the  most  fierce  aitd  united 
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wntth  of  God,  for  the  devil  and  hia  angels.     The  divine 
is  illastriously  manifested  in  (hat  terrible  preparation :  m  (hit, 
u  wmc  of  the  fnlhers  express  jl,  if  one  of  the  damned 
paaa  front  thoAc  Aaines  into  the  fiercest  fires  here,  it  were  to  i 
ehaagc  •  torment  for  a  refreshment.     The  scripture  speaks 
the  vehement  heat,  and  ficrj'  thirst,  and  outer  darkness,  in  wt 
the  damned  suffer,  to  salisfj  the  rights  of  justice  in  the  tonBfiiiti 
those  senses,  for  the  pleuure  of  which  mcD  wilfully  broke  i ' 
laws  of  God. 

But  the  soul  being  the  chief  sinner,  shall  be  the  ebief 
er  in  IhoM  regions  of  sorrow.  An  image  of  this  we  hart  in  < 
agonies  of  spirit,  which  sometimes  ihe  sainta  themaeWea  are  I 
here,  and  which  ihe  mosi  slubborn  sinners  can  neither  resist  i 
endure.  Job  was  afflicted  in  that  manner,  (hat  he  coma 
*'  The  arrows  of  the  .Almighty  are  wilh  me,  the  poison  v\ 
drinks  up  inj  spirit ;  the  terrors  of  God  set  themselves  in  : 
against  mc-"  If  «  spark  of  his  displeasure  falls  on  (be  [ 
coniicien^e,  it  tears  and  blows  up  all,  as  a  fire-ball  cast  taiioj 
magazine.  Solomon,  who  understood  the  frame  of  hunan 
ture,  tells  us,  "  The  apiril  of  a  man  can  bear  his  infirtsitj; 
that  is,  (he  mind  forltfied  by  principles  of  moral  counsel  sdJ 
eonslaiicy,  can  endure  the  asaault  of  external  evils;  "but  k 
wounded  spirit  wlm  can  bear  f"  This  is  most  Jnsupporuble,  whn 
the  stjog  and  remorse  of  the  mind  is  from  the  sense  of  guilt;  far 
then  God  appears  an  enemy,  righteous  and  severe  ;  and  wbt 
can  encounter  with  offended  Omnipotence.'  Such  is  the 
nvss  of  his  sword,  and  the  weight  o(  his  hand,  that  every  st 
is  deadly  inward.  Satan,  the  cruel  enemy  of  souls,  exasper 
(he  wounds :  he  di.icavcrs  and  charges  sin  upon  the  conscict 
with  all  its  killing  aggravations,  and  eoneeals  the  divine  mer 
the  only  lenitive  and  balm  to  the  wounded  spirits.  What 
of  horror,  what  spectacles  of  fear,  what  scenes  of  sorrow 
prrsiintcd  lo  (he  distrnctGd  mind  by  the  prince  of  dsrfct 
And,  which  h^-i^htcns  the  miscty,  man  is  a  worse  enemy  lo  1 
self  than  Satan  ;  hu  fiills  upon  his  own  sword,  and  destroys  hii 
self.  The  guilty  conscience  turns  "  the  sun  into  darkness,  M 
the  moon  into  blood :"  the  precious  promises  of  the  ^spel,  tt 
assures  favor  and  pardon  to  returning  and  relenting  sinners,  i 
tumeil  into  arguments  of  despair,  by  reflecting  u)>oii  the 
and  provocuiiun  of  mercy,  that  the  advocate  in  God's  bos 
become  (he  accuser.  Whatever  the  soul-wounded  sinner  i 
or  hears,  -ifllicls  him  ;  whatever  he  thinks,  torments  him. 
the  diversions  in  the  world,  business,  plcasnrcti,  merry  conrd 
sation,  comedies,  are  as  ineffectual  to  give  freedom  from  tba 
sting»  and  furies  in  the  breast,  as  tlie  siHinkling  of  holy  waler^ 
lo  expel  a  raging  Devil  from  a  possessed  )>erson.  Those 
in  their  piidc  and  jollity  have  despised  serious  religion,  < 
_as  a  fond  (rans|>or(  and  es(as}-   towards   God,  or  m_ 


or  iu:i.t.. 


MS 


f 


eboty  aod  dcjectioa  about  the  toul,  or  an  idU  gcrupulocity  ftbout 
iodifferetit  things;  ytt  when  God  Ita^  fct  (heir  bids  (with  sll 
their  Idliing  circumstances)  in  order  before  ihcir  eyes,  bow 
changed,  how  coiil'ouiiiliid  are  they  at  that  apparilion  ?  How 
restless,  with  the  dreadful  expet^talion  of  the  dooni  that  attend* 
them  !  Bclshaxxar,  in  the  midst  of  bis  cuju  and  herd  of  concu- 
binea,  by  a  few  words  written  on  the  wall,  (containing  his  proeeM 
•adjudgment)  was  so  terrified  by  his  guilty  jealous  conscience, 
that  bia  Joints  were  loosed  ;  nature  sunk  under  the  apprehension. 
Now  all  these  troubles  of  mind  are  but  the  beginning  of  sorrows, 
but  the  smoke  of  the  infernal  furnace,  but  earnest  of  that  terri- 
ble sum,  which  divine  jusiice  will  severely  exact  of  the  wicked 
io  hell. 

indeed,  these  examples  are  rare,  and  not  regarded  by  the  most, 
and  by  some  looked  on  as  the  effects  of  dislraelion  ;  but  to  con- 
vince the  bold  and  careless  sinners,  who  never  felt  the  stings  of 
of  an  awakened  conscience,  what  extreme  terrors  seize  upon  the 
wicked  in  the  other  world,  consider, 

1 .  The  apprehension  shall  be  more  clear  and  enlarged,  than  in 
the  present  slate.  Now  the  soul  is  oppressed  with  a  weight  of 
clay,  and  in  drowsiness  and  obwurily;  (he  great  things  of  etonii- 
ly  arc  of  little  force  to  convince  (he  conscience,  or  persuade  (he 
affections?  Hut  then  the  soul  shall  work  with  the  quickest  acti- 
vity ;  the  mind  shall,  by  an  irresistible  light,  take  a  full  view  of  all 
sfBictiug  objects:  the  most  stupid  and  unconcerned  sinners  shall 
(hen  see  and  feel  their  ruined  state  ;  what  a  glorious  felicity  they 
faave  lost,  what  a  misery  they  are  plunged  into,  without  any  pos- 
sibility of  lessening  it  by  false  conceits,  and  receiving  any  relief 
by  the  error  of  imagination. 

2.  The  mournful  thoughts  .thall  be  always  fixed  upon  what  i§ 
tormenting.  The  soul,  in  conjunction  with  the  body,  cannot  al> 
ways  apply  itself  to  one  sort  of  objects  ;  for  (he  ministry  of  the 
sensible  Jacullies  is  requisite  to  its  operations,  and  (he  body 
must  be  supported  by  eating  and  drinking,  and  rest,  which  inter- 
rupt troublesome  thoughts.  Besides,  the  variety  of  objects 
and  accidents  here,  avcit  the  mind  sometimes  from  what  is  af- 
flicting: but  the  sepai-ate  soul  is  in  no  depcndance  on  the  body, 
and  after  their  re-union,  there  shall  be  no  necessity  of  food  or  j 
sleep,  or  any  other  animal  actions  to  support  it ;  but  it  shall  bo^j 
restored  to  a  new  capacity  for  new  torments,  and  preserved  in 
that  miserable  slate  by  ihc  power  of  God.  There  will  be  no- 
thing then  to  divert  (he  lost  soul  from  sad  teflection  upon  its  mi- 
sery.    There  arc  no  lucid  intervals  in  hell. 

3.  .^11  the  torni'^ntini;  pa»<cions  will  then  be  let  loose  at  once 
upon  the  guilty  crentuie.  Anil  if  there  he  no  single  passion  so 
weak,  but  heightened,  will  break  the  spirit,  and  ri-ndcr  life  so 
miserable,  that  a  man  will  take  sanctuary  in  the  grave  to  escape;' 
how  miserable  is  the  condition,  when  the  most  fierce  and  united 
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pMrioM  war  wifaiit  the  nd  ?  TUfb  dgrifiadlj  "OwMnr 
qjii^wom,''  uat  gnaw*  on  tb«  teoderett  partia'.nid  ofqafakaM 
■MM.  Shune,  sonmr,  decpur,  Any,  hatred  ud  rBv«i^;e,  an 
aoma  of  that  brood  of  vipen  that  tpnnaot  the  damned. 
'  1.  SbuM  ia  a  paasfoo  of  whidi  faiuMii  natare  ia  ▼aiT  aanaflile, 
and  tUa  hi  the  hi^aat  d^pree  of  eonfiulea  dbdl  aein  ota  tha 
wieked.  •  For  all  the  jnat  eaoaea  of  ahame  dull  then  ueet :  tiba 
inward  aooree  of  it,  ia  the  eonaeioiiineaa  of  ^nlt,  of  tmjMtii4» 
and  CjUj  in  the  action  ;  and  all  these  are  the  inaeparaUe  a^onda 
of  ain.  The  guilty  bodI,  br  a  piercing  *  reflestion  inam  Ha 
eriaea,  haa  a  aeeret  ahame  of  ita  degenenoj  and  onwartaiDeM! 
the  paaaion  is  ioereaaed,  when  a  diaeovery  ia  nkde  of  vile  prae* 
tieea  that  defile  and  detwse  a  man,  eapoae  to  contempt  and  ink 
my,  before  peraona  of  high  quality  and  eminent- Tirtoe,  whom 
we  admire  and- reverence,  and  whoaa  eateem  we  vdoe.  To  be 
■orpriaed  in  an  unworthy  action  by  such  a  peraon,  diaorden  the 
blood,  and  tianafuaes  a  color  in  m  face,  to  eoverlt  with  a  nA 
(rf  bloahing :  and  the  more  numerooa  the  apeetatora  are,  di 
more  (he  diigrace  ia  aggravated.  And  if  deriaiaa  be  jotoed 
witb-theignominy,  it  cauaaa  extreme  dii^deasare.  O  dw  nat 
VSfial.eearoaion,  the  overpowering  amazement,  diat  .w31  acilB 
'on'aimian  in  the  great  day  of  diaeovery,  when  dl  'tfaa'MoAa  vl 
dwkneaa,  aU  their  haae  senaualiliea  dwU  be  revealed  before  God,' 
fuda  and  adntai  When  all  the  covera  of  diame  afaaH  be  tafcca 
efi^the  exeusea  and  denials,  to  extenuate  or  conceal  their  dea, 
shall  vanish,  and  iheir  breasts  be  transparent  to  the  eyes  of  all ! 
How  will  they  be  ashamed  of  their  foul  and  permanent  deformi- 
fy  in  the  light  of  that  glorious  presence }  How  will  they  be 
astonished  to  appear  in  all  their  pollutions  before  that  bright  and 
immense  theatre  ?  How  will  they  be  confounded  to  stand  in  all 
their  guilt  before  that  sublime  and  severe  tribunal  ?  How  will 
they  endure  the  upbraidings  for  all  the  sins  which  they  hare  so 
wickedly  committed,  and  the  derision  for  the  punishment  they  bo 
deservedly  suffer  ?  The  holy  Judge  will  "  laugh  at  their  calam- 
ity, and  mock  when  their  fear  comes.  The  righteous  also  shall 
see,  and  shall  laugh  at  them :"  lo,  these  are  the  men  that 
made  not  God  their  portion,  but  perishing  vanities,  that  prefer- 
red sweet  foliy  before  severe  wisdom.  The  Devils  will  re- 
proach them  for  that  scornful  advantage  they  bad  over  them, 
that  as  children  are  seduced  for  things  of  lustre  to  part  with  red 
treasures ;  so  they  were  easily  persuaded  for  the  trifles  of  time 
to  change  eternal  happiness.  Whether  will  they  cause  their 
shame  to  go?  Jer.  14.  13.  Those  black  sinners  that  here  never 
change  color  for  their  filthiness,  that  hardened  by  custom  in  sin, 
are  impenetrable  to  shame,  as  the  brute  beasts  that  are  absolute- 
ly destitute  of  reason ;  nay,  they  have  not  only  overcome  all 

'Tacitsaudantpnocoidiacu^n.    An 
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tendeniess,  but  "glory  in  their  shame,"  shall  glow  at  the  muti- 
festation  of  their  social  lusts,  their  vile  servilities,  and  be  cover- 
ed with  eonfusion,  and  the  seose  of  it  shall  be  revived  io  their 
minds  forever. 

2.  To  open  shame  is  joined  the  greatest  inward  soiraw.  This 
passion,  when  violent,  penetrates  the  soul  io  alt  its  faculties,  and 
bstens  it  to  the  a£Bicting  object.  When  it  dwells  in  the  bosom, 
it  gives  ail  easy  entrance  to  whatever  cherishes  and  inereases  it, 
and  rejects  what  might  assuage  and  lessen  the  sense  of  the  evil. 
The  most  pleasant  things  do  not  excite  desire  or  joy,  but  exas- 
perate grief.  Like  those  animals  that  convert  the  best  nourish- 
ment into  their  own  poison ;  so  deep  sorrow  receives  moumliil 
impressions  from  all  things,  and  turns  the  sweetest  comforts  of 
life  into  wormwood  and  gall.  The  causes  of  sorrow  are  either 
the  loss  of  some  valued  good,  or  the  sense  of  some  present  evil. 
And  the  sorrow  is  more  violent,  as  the  cause  ia  great  in  itself, 
and  in  the  apprehension  and  tenderness  of  the  sufferers.  Now 
both  these  causes,  with  all  the  heavy  circumstances  that  can 
multiply  and  aggravate  sorrow,  meet  in  hell  the  centre  of  misery. 

The  loss  is  inconceivably  great.  If  Cain,  when  banished  from 
the  sociiity  of  the  saints,  where  God  was  publicly  worriiipped, 
and  by  spiritual  revelations  and  visible  apparitions,  naciously 
made  himself  known,  cried  out  in  anguish  of  soul,  "  My  puniab- 
ment  is  greater  than  i  can  hear ;  from  thy  face  shall  I  be  hid,  and' 
I  shall  be  a  fugitive  upon  the  earth :"  how  intolerable  will  lh« 
final  separation  from  his  glorious  and  joyful  presence  he  ?  In 
the  clear  and  trausformiog  vision  of  his  glory,  and  the  intimate 
and  indissoluble  union  with  him  by  love,  consists  (he  perfection 
and  satisfaction  of  the  immortal  soul.  The  felicity  resulting  from~ 
it  is  aa  entire  and  eternal,  as  God  is  great  and  true,  wlio  has  so 
often  promised  it  in  scripture.  Now  the  damned  are  forever' 
excluded  from  the  reviving  presence  of  God.  It  is  often  seen 
how  tenderly  and  impatiently  the  human  spirit  resents  the 
loss  of  a  dear  relation.  Jacob,  for  the  supposed  death  of  JoseiA, 
was  so  overcome  with  grief,  that  when  all  his  sons  and  danghlera 
rose  up  to  comfort  him,  he  refused  to  be  comforted,  and  said,  "  I 
will  go  down  mourning  to  the  grave."  Indeed  this  overwhelm- 
ing sorrow  is  both  a  sin  and  a  punishment.  *It  is  ordained  by  the 
righteous  and  unchnngeable  decree  of  God,  that  every  inordinate 
auction  in  man  should  be  bisown.tormenter.  But  if  the  loss  of 
a  poor  frail  creature  for  a  short  time  he  so  afflicting,  how  unsup- 
portable  will  the  sorrow  be  for  the  loss  of  the  blessed  God  for- 
ever ?  Who  can  fully  conceive  (he  extent  and  degrees  of  that 
evil.'  For  an  evil  rises  in  proportion  to  the  good  of  which  it 
deprives  us :  it  must  therefore  follow,  that  celestial  blessedness 
being  an  infinite  eternal  good,  the  exclusion  from  it  is  propor- 
tionably  evil.     And  as  the  felicity  of  the  saints  results  from  the 


"  Jiissisti  Domine,  etsicest,  ut  pcena  ait  sibi  omnia  inordinatus  affbctus.  ^ug. 
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fruilion  of  Uod  in  hesven,  and  (lam  coaijurison  wilh  (he  roDtr 
BU(e :  so  ibe  miKr}'  of  the  damned  arises  both  from  tbe  the 
of  lo«t  ham>ine«iiT  ^*^  f<^ii>  <^*:  lasting  pain  that   lormenla  th 

It  may  he  roplied,  if  (his  be  the  utmost  evil  that  is  cornet;^ 
«i  sill,  tbu  111  re  a  lent  tigs  of  it  is  likely  lo  deter   but  few  from  i 
|i(t^aiiiii^  ibeir  corrupt  ap{>ctiles:  for  cainal  men  have  sucb  ^ 
and  vitiated  afiections  that  are   carelcM  of  spiritual  faappit 
They  cannot  "  taste  and  see  how  good  the  I^rd  is." 

To  Ibis  s  clear  answer  may  be  given :  In  the  next  stale, ' 
the  wicked  shall  be  forever  without  those  carnal  objects  thai  1 
deceive   nnd   delight  them,  when  dcpiired  of  all  thiagt 
plHse  Ibeir  voluptuous  senses,  their  apprehennons  will  b«  t 
ged;  ihcy  shall  underMand  whnt  a  happiness  it  is  to  enjoy 
and  what  a  misery  lo  be  exixllvd  from    tbc  cetesiial   Paradii 
Oiir  Saviour  IclU  the  Jews,  there  sbnll  be  weeping  and  _ 
of  leeib,  when  ye  shall  see  Abraliam,  Isaae  and  Jacob,  and 
the  Prophets  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  yoti  youiselves 
out,  I.uke  IS.  Za.     How  will  they  pine  wiih  envy  at   the  : 
of  that  triumphani  felicity,  of  which  ihey  shall  never  be  , 
kers?     To  see  that  blessed  compiiny  entering  into  the  stcr 
mansions  of  li)chl,  will   make  Ibe  loss  of  heaven  infigittcly  i 
discernible    and  tcrril>le    to   the    wicked,    who   sbalt   he 
into  "  outer  darkness,"  anrl  forever  be  deprived  of  romnunii 
with  (jod  and  his  saints.     "  Depart  from  me,"  will  be  m  dr 
ful  a  part  of  the  judgment,  as  *'  elenial  fire.'* 

With  the  loss  of  the  most  excellent  good,  ibc  sulTering  of  it 
most  afflicting  painful  evil  is  joined.     The  senlcnce  is,  "  Dpi: 
ye  curacd  into  everlaistiiii;  fire."      And  if  an  imaginary  sor 
conceived  in  the  mind  without  a  rcnl  external  cause,  as  in  ma 
ai>eholy   persons,  when  gross   vapors  darken  and  corrupt  ill 
brightness  attd   puHty   of  the   spirits  that  are  requisite   fiM-  j 
cheerful  n)>erationi,  is  oRen  so  oppressing,  ihat  oature  sinks  ui 
der  it ;    how  insupfmrtable   will  the  sorrow  of  condemned  ail 
nera  be,  under  tbc   impression  and  sense  of  GodV  almighty  aa 
avenging  band,  when  it  shall  fulty  appear  how  pure  and  holy  .' 
is  in  his  anger  for  sin,  how  just  and  dreadful  in  punishing 
nera^  It  may  be,  the  indulgent  sinner  may  lessen  his  fear  of  I 
by  fancying  tlic  number  of  suHcrcrs  will  assuage  the  sense  i 
Ihcir  misery.      But  ihis  is  a  fuotisli  mistake ;    for  the  number  i 
sufTcrers  shall  bo  so  far  from  aiTorditig  any  relief,  lhat  ibe  miser 
is  aggravated  by  the  company  and  communication  of  the  mfwr 
ble.      Kvery  one  is  surrounded  with  sorrows,  and  by  the  aii 
of  woe  nbout  him,  feels  the  universal  grief.      The  weeping, 
wailing,  the  cries  and  dolorous  expressions  of  all  the  damned,  in- 
enoM  the  torment  and  vexation  of  every  one.     As  wheo  Ibe 
wind  conspires  with  the  flame,  it  is  more  fierce  and  spreading, 

S.  Th*  concomitant  of  sorrow  will  be  fury   and  rage  agtiiiM 
themaelves  as  the  true  causes  of  their  misery.      For  God  wiA 
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k«  sacfa  a  diicover}-  of  bis  righlcous  judgmcDl,  Ibkl  nol 
ihe  nints  sJ>aU  glorifj  bis  justice  in   (he  condemnuion  of  Umm 
wicked,  but  Ibey  sbal)  be  so  convinced  of  il,  as  not  lo  be  able  lo  •' 
thu^e  ibcir  judi^o  wilb  onjr  defect  of  mercy,  or  exccM  of  rigor 
in  bis  proci-cdinj^  against  (hem.      As  ibo  man  in  the  parable  of 
the  marriiigc  feast,  whea  taxed  for  his  iwcsiimplaous  intrusion , 
u-ilhotil  a  weddin);  fini'inent,  "  How  carocst  (liou  hither?" 
speechless :    so  they  will   lind  no  plea  for  Ibeir  jtislificatton  andi^ 
defence,  but  must  receive  the  eternal  doom  with  silence  and 
eonfasion.  Then  eonscirnce  sbnil  revive  (bo  biller  reiuembraoea  i 
of  all  the  Rii-llioils  of  divine  mercy  for  (heir  salvation,  thai  weraj 
■oeffeelual  by  their  conleiupl  and  obsUnncy.      All  the  eompas-i 
■JDiMte  calls  by  bis  word,   with  the  holy   loolions  of  (be   spirit,, 
were  like  (ho  sowing  of  seed  in  the  stony  ground,  that  took  no. 
root,  and  never  came  to  perfection.  AH  bis  (errible  ihreateningttj 
were  but  as  thunder  to  the  deaf,  or  lighlcnin];  lo  the  blind,  that  lit- , 
tie  aflects  them :  the  bounty  of  his  providence  designed  "  to  lead . 
(hem  to  repentance,"  bad  the  same  eflect  asthcshowetsof  heav< 
en  upon  briars  and  thorns,  that  make  them  grow  the  faster.  And  I 
that  a  mercy  io  rc.idy  to  pardon,  did  not  produce  in  ihem  a  cor-|  | 
rUfWDdent  alTcction  of  grateful  obedient   love;    but  by  the  un- 
w»1hy  provocations  they  plucked  down  (he   vengeance  dne   to 
obstinate  rebels,  will  so  enrage  the  damned  against  themselves^ 
ihol  they  will  b«  less  miserable  by  (he  misery  (hey  suffer,  (ban,  I 
by  the  conviction  of  (heir  torn  mind^,  that  they  werv  the  sole! 
causes  of  it.      "  What  rcpentings  will  be  kindled  within  (hem,'* 
lor  tltc  sivpiil  neglect  of  "  the  great  salvation"  so  dearly  purehas* 
•df  and  eiu-ncstly  oflered  to  (hem  ^  What  a  Goty  addition  to  Ibeir 
tarmeDt,  that  when  God  was  so  willing  (o  save  them,  (hey  wore,  | 
so  wilful  tobcdamnttd.'    They  will  Dever  for^ve  (bemaelvef^i 
that  for  ihu  short  and  Jiiean  pleasures  of  sense,  which  if  enjoyed.  | 
a  tboiiMod  year!*,  cannot  recompense  the  loss  of  heaven,  uor  re- 
(|uile  (he  pains  of  hell  for  an  hour ;  they  must  be  deprived  of  the, 
one,  and  suffer  the  other  forever. 

4.  The  sorrow  and  ra^c  will  be  increased  by  despair :  for . 
when  (be  wre(cbed  sinner  sees  the  evil  is  peremptory,  and  no 
outlet  of  hope,  he  abandons  himself  to  the  violence  of  sorrow, 
and  by  cruel  thouglits  wounds  Ihe  heart  more,  than  the  fiercest 
furiea  in  hell  can.  This  misery  that  flows  from  despair,  shall  be 
more  fully  opened  under  the  distinct  consideration  of  (he  etemi(y 
ol  hell.  Briclly,  as  the  blusscd  are  in  heaven,  and  heaven  is  in 
ibem,  by  those  holy  and  joyful  aiTeclions  that  are  always  exercis- 
ed io  the  divine  presence  ;  so  the  damned  are  in  hell,  and  hell  is 
in  them  by  those  fierce  and  miserable  passions  that  conlinualljr 
pre;  tipoo  them. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Tbe  eternity  of  miiery  moke*  it  moet  intolerable.  The  jiutice  ofGod  elev- 
ed  In  ibe  eternal  ptmiahincnt  of  einnen  fur  temporary  sina.  The  wiadotn  of 
God  re<iuirea  that  the  punbbment  threatened  should  be  poweifhl  to  prt- 
BCTve  the  eommsnda  of  the  law  inviolable.  There  ia  an  insepamble  raa- 
nexioit  between  tbe  choice  and  actioDB  of  men  here,  and  their  conditiaii  Icr- 
ever.  Tbe  dunned  are  unqualified  for  any  lavor.  Tlic  immeoae  guih  ol 
KB  requires  a  piopottioo  in  the  puniabmenL 

11.  The  eternity  of  their  miser;'  makes  it  above  all  other  con- 
siderations intolerable.  Our  Saviour  repeats  it  thrice  in  th« 
space  of  a  few  verses,  to  terrify  those  who  spare  some  favorite 
corruption,  "  that  in  hell  their  worm  dies  not,  and  the  fire  is  ner- 
er  quenched."  God  will  never  reverse  his  sentence,  and  thcj 
sh^  never  change  their  state.  How  willingly  would  carnal  men 
rase  the  word  Eternal  out  of  the  scriptures ;  but  to  their  grief 
they  find  it  joined  with  the  felicity  of  heaven,  and  the  torments 
of  hell.  The  second  death  has  all  the  terrible  (jualities  of  the 
first,  but  not  the  ease  and  end  it  brings  to  misery.  All  the  tears 
of  those  forlorn  wretches  shall  never  quench  one  spark  of  the 
fire.  Where  are  the  delicious  fare,  the  music,  (he  purple,  and 
all  the  carnal  delights  of  the  lich  man.'  They  are  all  ch.inged  in- 
to a  contrary  state  of  misery  ;  and  that  state  is  fixed  forever. 
From  his  vanishing  paradise  he  descended  into  an  everlasting 
hell-  In  this  the  vengeance  of  God  is  Infinitely  more  heavy  Ih.in 
the  most  terrible  execution  from  men.  Human  justice  and  (mw- 
er  can  inflict  but  one  death  (that  will  be  soon  dispatched)  upon 
a  malefactor  worthy  to  sulTer  a  hundred  deaths;  if  he  be  mri- 
demned  to  the  fire,  they  cannot  make  him  live  and  die  togcilier, 
to  burn  and  not  be  consumed.  But  God  will  so  far  support  the 
damned  in  their  torments,  that  they  shall  always  have  strength  to 
feel,  though  no  strength  patiently  to  endure  them.  Those  ex- 
treme torments  which  would  extinguish  the  present  life  in  a  mo- 
ment, shall  be  suffered  forever.  This  consideration  infinitely  ag- 
gravates the  misery ;  for  the  lost  soul,  racked  with  the  fearful 
contemplation  of  what  it  must  suffer  forever,  feels,  as  it  were  at 
once,  all  the  evils  that  shall  torment  it  in  its  whole  duration.  The 
perpetuity  of  the  misery  is  always  felt  by  prevision.  This  is  as 
the  cruel  breaking  of  the  bones  upon  the  wheel,  when  the  soul  is 
tormented  by  the  foresight  of  misery,  that  without  allays  shall 
continue  in  the  circulation  of  eternal  ages.      To  make  this  more 
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Kosible,  let  us  consider,  tbat  para  makes  the  mind  observant  of  the 
passing  of  the  hours.  In  pleasures,  time  with«  quick  and  silent 
motion  inseotibly  slides  away  ;  but  in  troubles,  the  hours  are  te* 
diouB ;  in  violent  pains  we  reckon  the  minutes  as  long.  It  is  ob- 
servable how  passionately  the  afflicted  Psalmist  complaina,  Will 
the  Lord  cast  off  forever  ?  Will  he  be  favorable  no  more  ?  Doth 
his  promise  fail  forevermore  ?  Hath  he  foagotton  to  be  gracious  t 
Hath  he  in  anger  shut  up  his  tender  mercies  ?  Fsal.  77.  7.  In 
what  varieus  pathetic  forms  does  he  express  the  same  affection  ? 
71)0Ugh  he  had  assurance  that  the  gracious  God  would  not  be  al- 
ways severe,  yet  his  anguish  forced  from  him  coniplainti,  as  if 
the  moment  of  his  trouble  were  on  eternity.  But  what  strains  of 
sorrow  are  amoog  the  damned,  who  besides  (he  present  sense  of 
misery,  have  always  in  their  thoughts  the  vast  eternity  their 
wherein  they  must  suffer  it. 

When  three  terrible  evils  were  propounded  to  David's  choice, 
pining  famine  for  three  years,  or  bloody  war  for  three  mouths,  or 
devouring  pestilence  of  three  days ;  he  chose  the  shortest,  though 
in  itself  the  heaviest  evil. 

Many  sad  days  must  pass  under  the  other  judgments,  where 
death  by  anticipation  in  such  variety  of  shapes  would  be  presant- 
ed  to  the  mind,  that  the  lingering  expectation  of  it  would  afflict 
more  than  the  sudden  stroke  ;  whereas  the  fury  of  the  pestilence 
would  be  soon  over.  But  the  damned  have  not  this  relief,  "  but 
shall  be  tormented  day  and  night  forever  and  ever."  How  earnestly 
do  they  seek  for  death,  but  cannot  find  it?  What  a  favor  would 
they  esteem  it  to  be  annihilated  ?  For  certainly,  if  when  the  evils 
in  the  present  state  are  so  multiplied,  that  no  comfort  is  left;  or 
so  violent,  that  the  afflicted  person  cannot  enjoy  them,  and  re- 
fresh his  sorrowful  spirit,  death  is  chosen  lather  than  life;  it 
cannot  bo  imagined  that  in  the  future  state,  where  the  misery  is 
extreme,  and  nothing  remains  to  allay  it,  that  the  damned  should 
be  in  love  with  the  unhappy  good  of  simple  being,  and  not  choose 
an  absolute  extinction,  if  it  might  be. 

If  any  one  should  be  so  foolish  to  think  that  custom  would  ren- 
der that  state  more  tolerable,  he  will  find  a  terrible  confutation  of 
fats  vain  fancy.  Indeed,  conttnuaDce  under  light  evils  may  arm 
the  mind  with  patience  to  bear  them ;  but  in  great  extremities  it 
makes  the  evil  more  ponderous  and  intolerable.  He  that  is  tor- 
tured with  the  stone,  or  on  the  rack,  the  longer  the  torture  con- 
tinues, the  less  able  he  is  to  sustain  it.  In  short,  as  the  joy  of 
heaven  is  infinitely  more  ravishing,  that  the  blessed  are  without 
fear  of  losing  it ;  so  the  misery  of  hell  is  proportionably  tormen- 
ting, that  the  damned  are  absolutely  destitute  of  hopes  of  release. 
"  It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fait  into  the  hands  of  the  living  God," 
who  lives  forever,  and  will  punish  forever  incorrigible  sinners ! 

There  are  some  who  strongly  fancy,  it  is  not  c4Misistent  with 
ili vine  justice  to  indict  an  eternal  punishment  for  temporary  lioB. 
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Therafon  ihej  aotten  the  Beoteoce,  by  in(erpr«lin|;  the  wordiof 
Qhritt,  **  Tbese  aball  go  into  everlsstioK  puniahment,*'  of  the  ui- 
nihilalion  of  impi-nitent  sinnor* ;    thai  ta,  itwjr  thkU  be 
deprived  of  hcarvii,  but  not  .tuffcr  torments  forever. 

To  itiis  ihcrc  is  a  clear  answer  :    I.  The  direct  opposition 
twc«n  evtrUuling  punukuKnt,  and  tPfrbutinf(  li/e,  in  th«  w. 
of  Christ,  is  a  convinoine  ai-gument  they  arc  to  he  understood 
the  same  extent  for  an  absolute  eternity.     And  tlM  words  in  I 
revelation  aro  so  expreas,  that  thejr  tulmit  no  mollifj'iog  inieqiiei 
alton,   "  Tbejr  are  tormented  day  and  uif^hl,  forever  and  evoi  i; 
which  necessaril)'  infer,  the  tonnented  have  life  and  sense  fore 
Now  that  in  Scripture  it  is  evident,   that  (iod  hath   decreed  si 
denounced  eternal  puniHhment  to   olislinnlc  sinners,    is  HiAci 
to  satisfy  all  inqitiries  about  the  jiiKiicv  of  it :  for  divine  juMie« 
the  correspondence  of  God's  will  and  actions  with  the  p«ricoti 
of  his  holy  nature.     From  hence  we  may  infer   with  invindbl 
evidence,  that  whatever  h«  ptYtnounees  in  judgment,  and  e 
sequently    inflicts,  is  most  righteous.     The  truth  is,   we  on: 
as  eaaily  concc^ivc  ilifre  is  no  (lod,  as  that  Gm)  ia  unjust; 
caoae  tbMlute  rectitude  is  an  inseparable  {leifoclion    o^*  bit 
ture-      Thus  the  Aposllc  with  abhorrence    rejects    the 
tioB,  Is  Ood  unrif^litvous    who    takoth    vengeance  ?    God    fi 
bid:    for  then  how  sJinll  God  judge  thu  world  .^    Rom.  3.  5, 
That  were  to  deny  him  to  be  Cod,  who  is  the  rrcnlor,  and 
and  judge  of  the  world.     It  is  a  full  reply  to  all  the  pitiful  ahi 
that  are   mndc  nsv  of  to  elude  the  plain  meaninii;  of  the  ele 
judgment  that  will  pnsi  u]>on  the  wicked  :    Shall  morlal  man 
more  just  thjn  God  ?   Shall  n  man  he  more  pure  than  his  .Make: 
Job  •!.  17.      The  reprobates  have  now  some  hold  advocates,  tl 
plead  those  things  for  favor  to  Ihem,  which  Ihey  will  not  d.iro 
plead  for  themselves  at  the  last  day.     The  holy  judge  will  tbi 
cut  off  all  their  excuses,  and  reduce  them  to  a  defenceletui  silence, 
before  he  cuts  them  off.     "  Ood  will  be  justified  in  hia  sentence, 
and  overcome  when  hejudgelh," 

The  lighleousncss  of  the  proceedings  at  (he  Unt  day,  in  d»i 
mining  the  wicked  to  n  state  of  everlasting   fornients,  has 
considered  in  the  discourvo  of  Judgment,  and  will  farther  a 
by  the  following  considerations. 

1.  The  wisdom  of  God  retjuires,  that  the  punishment  threaten* 
ed  in  his  Inwy  as  it  must  be  so  firmly  decreed,  that  all  obstinate 
relieU  shall  of  necessity  undergo  it ;  so  it  must  incomparably  ex' 
ceed  all  temporal  evils,  to  which  men  may  be  exposed  for  lb  ~ 
obedience  to  the  divine  commands,  olherwisi.-  the  threateni 
would  not  be  an  cAeclual  restraint  from  sin  :  for  the  propinquity 
uf  an  «vil  makes  a  sti-ong  impression  on  the  mind,  atnl  a  prese. 
fear  makes  n  person  solicitous  to  avoid  ibe  incursion  of  what 
ready  to  acize  nn  him,  witlmut  fbrecaslinp  to  prevent  an  c 
looked  on  at  a  distance.     Therefore  that  the  sanction  of  the  i<i 
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vfn«  law  ma5  ptvscrre  (be  prnropU  inviolsblp,  Ihal  thera  amy  be 
a  coiitiniul  reverence  of  it,  and  »  fixed  rvwlution  in  the  henrl 
ool  to  transgress,  the  penally  ihntatened  muU  tiv  in  U»  own  um- 
ture  so  ternblv,  thnl  the  fear  bf  it  may  cou<|uer  the  apprGhcD- 
siot)  of  nil  pn-s«nt  ovils  that  can  be  indicted  to  cnnslrain  U8  to 
sin.  ThervfoFC  our  Saviour  warns  his  diMtples, "  Fear  not  ibem 
that  ean  kill  the  body  [make  t)inl  purt  die  that  ia  mortal)  but 
fear  tiim  thai  after  he  has  killed,  has  power  to  cast  into  bell ; 
yea,  i  say  unto  you,  fear  him."  Sow  if  the  ihrealcnina  of  an 
crcrlastin^  bell,  through  infidi'lity  and  inconsidcration,  l>b  not 
cflcctual  in  the  minds  of  men  to  restrain  ibom  from  sin  ;  if  tern- , 
porary  torments  in  the  next  Male  were  only  threatened,  which 
•re  infinitely  more  eMj  and  tolerable,  carnal  sinners  would  fol- 
low the  swing  of  their  corrupt  ap]>eliles,  and  coininil  iniquity 
wiUi  greediness  :  this  would  seem  to  reflect  upon  the  Ki»lom  of 
the  lawgiver,  as  if  he  wore  defective  in  not  binding  bis  subjects 
firmly  to  Ihcir  duty,  and  tlie  ends  of  goTcrnment  would  not  be 
oblained. 

2.  Uod,  as  the  sovereign  Ruler  of  the  world,  has  established 
an  inseparable  connexion  between  (he  choice  and  actions  of  men 
here,  and  Iheir  future  condition  forever.  The  promised  rewurd 
,  of  obedience  is  so  excellent  and  clcmnl,  that  all  the  allurements 
of  the  wodd  vanish  in  compariMin  with  it :  and  there  is  such  an 
infallible  assurance  of  this  rcwai-d  in  (be  word  of  God,  thnl  all, 
and  only  those  who  sincerely  obey  his  commands,  shall  enjoy  it 
in  the  future  state  ;  that  a  serious  believer  who  ponders  things, 
cannot  be  diverted  from  his  duty  by  present  temptations.  Be- 
tides, by  a  chain  of  consequences  sinful  pleasures  are  linked 
with  eternal  puni&hnient  threatened  in  the  divine  law  ;  and  he 
that  will  enjoy  forbidden  pleasures,  binds  himself  to  sud'er  all 
the  pains  annexed  to  them.  Now  when  God  haa,  from  bis  ex- 
cellent goodness  and  undeserved  mercy,  a;>i^urcd  men  of  the 
glory  and  joys  of  heaven  that  are  unspeakable  and  eternal,  upon 
the  icracious  terms  of  the  gospel ;  and,  upon  ibeir  despising  it, 
threatened  eternal  misery,  if  men  absolutelv  neglect  so  great 
salvation  ;  how  reasonable  is  it  they  should  inheiit  their  own 
ehojec  r  Those  who  do  not  seek  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  cannot 
eseape  hell,  but  by  c(ernal  consequence  it  will  be  their  portion. 
There  is  no  middle  utate  in  the  next  world,  no  toleiablc  mc<iioc* 
Hty,  but  two  contrary  states  ;  yet  alike  in  tbis,  that  the  happiness 
and  misery  are  equally  eternal :  and  it  is  just,  that  all  who  neg- 
leel  eternal  life,  should  sulTer  ctcmul  death ;  for  it  is  the  natural 
and  necessary  consequence  of  (heir  option  ;  therefore  sinners 
are  eharjird  with  extreme  mndness,  to  wrong  their  own  souls,  and 
to  love  den(h,  Prov.  8.  36. 

S.  It  will  appear  how  unqualified  the  damned  are  for  the  least 
favor,  if  we  consider  (heir  continual  hatred  and  blasphemies  of 
Cod.     The  seeds  of  this  are  in  wicked  obstinate  sinners  here. 
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who  are  styled  "  haters  of  God ;"  bat  in  the  damned  thu  enmi^ 
Hs  direct  and  explicit,  the  Tever  is  heightened  into  a  tenxj,  the 
blessed  God  ia  the  object  of  their  curses  and  eternal  arersetioii. 
Our  Saviour  tells  us,  that  in  hell  there  "  is  weeping  and  gntsb- 
ing  of  teeth  ;"  extreme  sorrow,  and  extreme  furj.  Despair  ind 
rage  are  tho  proper  passions  of  lost  souls.  For  when  the  gailtf 
sufferers  are  so  weahl^  that  they  cannot  by  patience  endure  theit 
torments,  nor  by  strength  resist  the  power  that  inflicts  them,  and 
are  wicked  and  stubborn,  they  are  irritated  by  their  misery,  and 
foam  out  blasphemies  against  the  righteous  judge.  If  their  nge 
could  extend  to  him,  and  their  power  were  equal  to  their  de- 
sires, they  would  dethrone  the  most  high.  Hatred  takes  pleas- 
ure in  revenge,  either  real  or  imaginary  :  and  although  God  ii 
infinitely  above  the  transports  of  their  fury,  and  all  their  rancor- 
ous imprecations  are  reflexively  pernicious  to  themselves,  like 
arrows  shot  against  the  sun,  that  fall  down  upon  their  heads  that 
shot  them  ;  yet  they  are  always  venting  their  malice  against  the 
just  power  that  torments  (hero.  It  is  said  of  the  worshii^rs  of 
the  beast,  that  they  gnawed  their  tongues  for  pain,  and  blas- 
phemed the  God  of  heaven  because  of  their  pains,  Rev.  16.  10, 
1 1.  The  torment  and  blasphemies  of  those  impenitettt  idolaters, 
are  a  true  representation  of  the  state  of  the  damned.  From  hence 
it  appears  they  are  the  proper  objects  of  revenging  justice.  How 
can  we  reasonably  conceive,  that  God,  in  favor  to  the  reprobates, 
should  cross  the  established  order  of  creation  ?  For  two  ranks  of 
beings  were  made,  the  material  of  perishing  principles,  the  spir- 
itual of  an  immot  lal  duration  ;  and  will  God  withdraw  his  conser- 
vative power  of  the  guilty  soul  in  its  immortality,  and  to  put  an 
end  to  its  deserved  misery,  and  self-tormenting  reflections,  anni- 
hilate it?  If  a  criminal  were  justly  condenied  to  a  severe 
punishment,  and  should  contumeliously  and  ficrcelv  reproach  the 
prince,  by  whose  authority  he  was  condemned,  could  it  be  ex- 
pected there  should  he  a  mitigation  of  the  sentence  ?  .Vnil  is  it  a 
thought  consistent  willi  the  reasonable  mind,  that  the  righteous 
judge  of  the  world  will  reverse  or  mitipic  the  scntencf  apinsi 
the  damned,  who  blaspheme  his  majesty  and  justice  ?  And  if  iliej 
were  as  omnipotent  to  etl'cct  as  they  arc  malicious  lo  dfsire, 
would  destroy  his  being.  It  is  true,  tho  divine  thre.itciiitip  docs 
not  hind  God  to  a  rigorous  execution  of  it  upon  sinners  :  he  has 
declared,  if  sinners  will  turn  from  their  evil  ways,  he  will  repent 
of  the  evil  lie  purposed  to  do  unto  them,  Jcr.  2i>.  3.  Hut  when 
ihrealeningsare  pait  of  the  laws  wherebv  men  .-iie  governed,  il  is 
congiuous  to  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the  lawgiver  to  execute 
thcai  in  their  full  force  upon  the  obstinate  ntlemiers;  withal  con- 
sidering tho  intlicting  of  tiiem  is  so  far  from  working  any  ingenu- 
ous change  in  those  rebels,  that  thereby  thoy  become  more  fierce 
and  obdurate. 

Lastly,  The  immense  guilt  that  adheres  to  sin,  requires  a  pro- 


OF  UBLL.  543 

portion  in  the  punishment.  It  is  a  rule  in  all  courts  of  judicature, 
that  the  degrees  of  an  oSence  arise  according  to  the  degrees  of 
dienitjr  of  the  person  ofliended.  Now  the  majesty  of  God  is  truly 
infinite,  against  whom  sin  is  committed ;  and  consequently  the 
guilt  of  sin  exceeds  our  boundless  thoughts.  This  is  the  reason 
of  the  sentence,  "  Cursed  is  every  one  that  contioueth  not  in  all 
things  which  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them." 
The  curse  threatened,  includes  the  first  and  second  death.  What 
a  dishonor  is  it  to  the  God  of  glory,  that  proud  dust  should  fiy  in 
his  facti,  and  control  his  authority  ?  What  a  provocation,  that  the 
reasonable  creature,  that  is  naturally  and  nescessarily  a  subject, 
should  despise  the  divine  law  and  lawgiver  '  Though  carnal  minds 
alleviate  the  guilt  of  sin,  yet  weighed  "in  the  scales  of  the  sanc- 
tuary," it  is  found  so  heavy,  that  no  punishment  inflicted  on  sin- 
iiera  exceeds,  either  in  the  degrees  or  duration,  the  desert  of  sin. 
God|s  justice  is  not  satisfied  in  depriving  them  of  heaven,  but 
inflicts  the  most  heavy  punishment  upon  sense  and  conscience  in 
the  damned  :  for  as  the  soul  and  body  in  their  state  of  union  in 
this  life  were  both  guilty,  the  one  as  the  guide,  the  other  as  tbft 
instrument  of  sin  ;  so  it  is  equal,  when  reunited,  Ihey  should  feel 
the  penal  effects  of  it.  Sinners  shall  then  be  tormented  wherein 
they  were  most  delighted  ;  they  shall  be  invested  with  those  oh* 
jecto  that  will  cause  the  most  dolorous  perception  in  their  sensitive 
faculties.  The  "  Lake  of  fire  and  brimstone,  the  blackness  of 
darkness  forever,'*  are  words  of  a  terrible  signification.  But  no 
words  can  fully  express  the  terrible  ingredients  of  their  misery : 
the  punishment  will  be  in  proportion  to  the  glory  of  God's  majes> 
ty  that  is  provoked,  and  the  extent  of  bis  power.  And  as  the 
Boul  was  the  principal,  and  the  body  but  an  ascessary  in  the 
works  of  sin  ;  so  its  capacious  faculties  shall  be  far  more  torment* 
ed  than  the  United  faculties  of  the  outward  senses.  The  lieiy 
attributes  of  God  shall  be  transmitted  through  the  glass  of  coo- 
science,  and  concentered  upon  damned  spirits  :  the  fire  without 
is  not  so  tormenting  as  the  fire  within  them.  How  will  the  tor- 
menting passions  bn  inflamed?  What  rancor,  reluctance,  and  rage 
against  the  just  power  that  sentenced  them  to  hell  ?  What  impa- 
tience and  indignation  against  themselves  for  their  wilful  sins,  the 
just  cause  of  it  ?  How  will  they  curse  their  creation,  and  wish 
their  titter  extinction,  as  the  final  remedy  of  their  misery  ^  But 
all  their  ardent  wishes  are  in  vain  ;  for  the  guilt  of  sin  will  nev- 
er be  expiated,  nor  God  so  far  reconciled  as  to  annihilate  them. 
As  long  as  there  is  justice  in  heaven,  or  fire  in  hell ;  as  long  as 
God  and  eternity  shall  continue,  they  must  sufler  those  torments 
which  the  strength  and  patience  of  an  angel  cuinot  bear  an  hour. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

rnriicnl  IiifurenfiM.     Th«  undnr  mnciM  of  (lod  id  men,  in  tcvMJinf  I 
impBTH)  plaguM  (br  atniien,  to  prevent  ibtirmiter;.  Camal  men  anji 
ea|Mhlo  M  coneoiviag  ibe  MrnMnM  of  hell.  Dian  ili«  Jojrc  of  hMren. 
■re  more  apt  to  Ik-  ihdttvI  hy  ibr-Jti.      Tbn  di>KpRr»W  (bJljr  of  i  ' 
ehoOM  lli«   plcasurra  ufiiiii,  iiuiwitluilaudiuj  ifac  drcedfiil  aadt 
lormcDt*  UiUfnllow  mi.    TIlo  eivAdhn  belid  •iwl  tieiiouB  iiiiiiililiiMhifl 
Mctnal  death,  ihe  wifru  of  nin,  in  a  prevuling  mntii-R  to  mbbot  toti  fend 

k.    Ourd«wob1igtitioi»loourttaTi«ir,  wbo<Mtrei»iwfi«cBdie  Wioidn 
come. 

1  sliftU  iiow  draw  some  practical  inference},  and  conclude  i 
subjeot. 

{!.]  From  the  reveUlion  in  acripturo  of  tlie  dreadful, 
mrnt  |tr«partd  lor  UDnrfbrmed  aiDnersia  Um  next  state,  we 
uriifcrbtSTid  the  tender  Dtereiea  of  God  to  men ;  Iiuw  itilliogl; 
is  ihey  sliotild  be  saved,  who  are  bo  wilful  to  be  datDOcd. 

represented  to  tbem  by  the  mo«t  violent  figures,  to  ter 
bcir  imaginations,  and  strongly  aflcet  thcii  minds,  "ibey 
Beefrom  ibe  wialhloeome."  UodeounM;ls,commaDds,iD(rea 
tirges  sinners  to  he  wi!H>,  to  foresee  and  prevent  the  c«tl  tk 
every  hour  is  a|>])foachtiig  to  tbeiu;  and  ivith  ciimpasuoii 
indij^nation  lamenis  llicir  misery,  and  reproaches  Ibeir  folly  l 
bringinj^it  upon  thenisclvcfl.  The  divine  mercy  is  as  cmiueot 
and  appiircnily  dcclured  to  men  in  the  present  comipl  stale,] 
Ihreatenihg  hell  to  excite  their  fear,  .is  in  promising  heaven 
allure  their  hopes.  Kor  if  carnal  indulgent  sinners  are  not  rou 
by  a  quick  apprehension  of  hell,  they  will  seeurelr  enjoy 
pernicious  pleasures,  and  dcHpiae  the  bleased  reward,  and  bea« 
would  )k-  ta  empty  of  humiin  souls,  as  it  is  full  of  giory. 

(I.)  Because  they  are  more  capable  to  conceiveof  thetor 
of  hell  than  the  joys  of  heaven  ;  slunus  and  dArkncas  vt  n< 
easily  di'awn  by  a  pencil,  than  *  clear  calm  day.  Fire  mil 
with  brimstone,  is  very  painful  lo  sense  ;  and  the  fancy  atrooi 
represents  its  vehemence  in  tormenting  the  body  :  aod  wt 
misery  the  uncessunt  remorse  of  the  guilty  conscienec  will  can 
in  the  damned  hi;ruiU'lor,  is  in  part  underelond  by  the  scexet 
cumtions  and  twinges  of  conscience  in  self-condemning  sinnl 
here.  But  they  are  absolutely  strangers  to  the  joys  of  the  He 
Ghost,  to  the  delights  of  (be  soul  in  communion  with  God, . 
the  peace  of  conscience  in  hts  favor.  They  cannot  without  i 
periencc,  "  know  how  good  tlic  l.ord  is,"  no  more  than  sec  a  I 
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Tn  discourse  to  them  of  spiritual  pleasures  (hat  flow  from  the 
divine  presence,  of  the  happiness  ol'  (he  saints  "  that  are  before 
(he  throne  of  God,^  and  serve  him  in  bis  temple,"  is  to  speak 
with  the  tongue  of  an  angel  *  unintelligible  things.  Their  minds 
and  language  are  confined  (o  sensible  things.  The  "  natural 
man  receives  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  for  they  are 
foolishness  to  him  ;  neither  can  he  know  them,  because  they  are 
spirituallj  discerned."  Their  maj  be  in  the  carnal  mind  a  con- 
ception of  heaven,  as  a  sanctuary  wherein  thej  may  be  secured 
from  the  wrath  of  God,  and  some  smothering  confused  thoughts 
of  its  felicity,  as  the  idea  of  light  and  colors  in  one  blind  from 
his  birth  ;  but  only  "  the  pure  in  heart  can  see  God,"  as  in  the 
perfect  vision  of  glory  hereafter,  so  in  the  imperfect  reflection  of 
it  bere. 

(S.)  Carnal  men  are  more  disposed  (o  be  wrought  upon,  by 
representing  the  torment  of  bell,  than  the  joys  of  heaven.  For 
we  cannot  love  but  what  is  known,  nor  enjoy  but  what  is 
loved.  And  as  the  purification  of  the  heart  from  vicious  afiec- 
tions,  is  an  excellent  means  to  clear  the  mind ;  so  the  illustration 
of  the  mind  is  very  influential  to  warm  the  heart.  The  true 
conception  of  heaven  in  its  amiable  excellencies,  would  powsr- 
fully  and  sweetly  ravish  tbe  afiections ;  and  of  this,  prepared 
souls  are  only  capable.  But  those  who  are  sensual,  are  without 
relish  and  spiritual  happiness,  and  are  allured  or  terrified  only 
with  what  is  pleasant  or  painful  to  flesh. 

It  is  recorded  as  the  unparalleled  folly  of  \  Nero,  that  when 
he  was  ready  to  cat  bis  own  throat,  to  avoid  the  fury  of  the 
maltitude,  he  broke  forth  into  great  expressions  of  sorrow,  what 
an  excellent  artist  be  died  !  It  was  not  the  loss  of  the  Roman 
empire  that  so  much  troubled  him,  as  that  so  naueh  skill  in  mu- 
sic died  with  him.  He  valued  himself  more  as  a  fiddler,  than  an 
emperor.  Thus  carnal  men  with  a  folly  infinitely  more  prodi- 
eiftuS,  when  death  is  near,  are  not  so  much  afflicted  with  tbe 
n>BS  of  tbe  crown  of  glory,  and  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  as  with 
their  present  leaving  ^is  world  and  ite  vanities.  This  makes 
death  intolerably  bitter.  Till  the  love  of  God  purifies  tbe  heart, 
the  fruition  of  his  presence  is  not  esteemed  or  desired.  A  seraph 
sent  from  the  presence  of  God  with  a  flaming  coal  from  tbe  altar, 
touched  the  lips  of  the  holy  prophet,  and  bis  heart  was  presently 
melted  into  a  compliance  with  tbe  divine  will.  But  if  a  rebel 
angel  that  boms  with  another  fire  than  of  divine  love,  were 
disj^tched  from  hell  with  a  coal  from  that  altar,  where  so  many 
rietims  aire  offered  to  divine  justice  as  there  are  damned  soula, 
and  touched  obdurate  sinners,  that  they  might  have  a  lively 

*  8i  fl'^Ao  bqaar,  newk  quod  loquor.    -Ay. 

t  UflDtidem  dietilana,  qualia  aniftz  pereo !    SmL 
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sense  what  il  U  to  burn  forever,  it  wcrn  Ihe  most  congrtxHii  tai 
effectual  incsiis  lo  reclaim  ihem  :  like  vltibborti  meUU,  thtj  art 
only  made  pliant  by  the  6n.  From  what  bu  been  said,  ne  ni 
»bMrve  the  heavenly  harmony  I>elween  merey  and  juHiee 
Gwl:  he  is  Ihe  fnlher  of  mercy,  it  is  his  natural  offiq>ni>g,f 
primary  inclination  to  the  creature  ;  and  the  thrcalcninf;  ol  ree 
ancc  ap)iri!it  dinners,  i§  a  gracious  desi^;!)  lo  conMratn  tben  wil 
humility  and  repenting  afleclions  to  »eck  his  favor.  Briefly,  i' 
severity  and  flaming  ilispleasiire  never  destroys  sinneta,  W 
revonee  the  ahuM  of  his  nej^lcded  benignity  and  clemency. 

[2.]  This  ahevrfl  the  woful  depravation  ot  the  min<l«  ana  nfl 
of  men,  that  choose  sin,  when  thinly  painted  over  with  ptea 
DOlwithslanding  (lie  most  dreadful  and  durable  toiTnent,  the  i 
tain  consequences  of  it.     Desperate   folly  '.  either  they  b«li« 
or  do  not,  the  eternal  torment  of  hell.     If  they  do  not,  how 
digimis  ia  their  impiety  >     If  they  do,  it  is  more  prodif^ioui  i 
dare  indulge  their  vicious  affections.     A  wicked  believer  it  M 
monstrous  and  guilty  than  a  wicked  infidel. 

In  some  there  is  alhcisni  full  of  folly,  or  folly  full  nf  xt 
that  they  will  not  btlieve  the  prepare*!  plagues  for  the  wjek« 
Id  Ihe  next  state,  because  they  have  no  sensible  proof  of 
Re&SOn,  assisted  by  divine  revelation,  afl'ords  so  clear  an  i 
denco  of  the  future  stale,  and  rewards  and  punishments  in : 
that  if  any  sincerely  apply  themselves  to  consider  things,  he 
receive  the  most  affective  conviction  of  them.  It  is  true,  the 
ia  not  sensible  evidence ;  for  God  will  try  oor  faith,  before 
satisfies  our  sight;  partly,  that  we  may  honor  his  veracity, 
yielding  s  firm  assent  lo  his  word,  before  Ihe  actual  aceon|i 
■Dcnt  of  what  i»  promised  or  threatened;  and  partly,  thai' 
obedience  may  be  voUintary  and  nneon>ttrninetl,  thai  his  goodoi 
nay  take  its  rise  to  reward  qs.  But  these  presumptuous  infidi 
live  as  if  they  had  no  spirit,  nothing  of  understanding  in  tbei 
they  are  wh^ly  under  the  dominion  of  sense,  as  if  they 
free  and  lawless,  independent  and  unaecountsble  ;  aa  if  tbe  i 
high  governor  of  the  world  were  an  inferior  being,  without  po< 
cr  and  justice  to  vindicate  the  lionor  nf  his  despised  deit 
They  do  not  fear  hell,  but  are  afraid  they  »hould  be  fearful  of 
This  is  such  a  piece  of  folly  (but  infinitely  more  woful)  as  tt 
of  the  West  Indians,  who  at  their  first  invasion  by  Ihe  Spsnia 
were  so  terrified  by  their  glittering  swords,  that  they  present 
lied,  end  very  considerately  resolved  to  hide  themselves  in 
day,  and  assault  iheir  eneinins  in  the  night.  Tliey  wore 
lo  see  their  danger,  and  rash  to  encounter  il ;  and  fighting  in  i 
dark,  were  kilksl  in  the  dark.  The  threatening*  of  etor 
death,  are  the  brandishing  of  God's  "  glittering  sword"  befo 
he  strikes;  and  sensual  infidels  ere  afraid,  lest  tfa*  belief  oif 
those  terrible  truths  should  pierce  into  their  breasts;  therefore 
•re  utterly   averse  from  due  considering  their  danger,  and  will 
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DOl  Totesee  what  th«jr  shall  c«rlaiiilf  suffer.     It  is  in  vain  to  ofler 

I  arguments  to  convince  them  ;  foi  they  are  as  deaf  as  adders  to 
ibe  wisest  insd  uctions,  till  sense  extort  aa  acknowledgmenl  from 
(bem  :  they  have  hardened  their  hearts  and  fsces  against  all  re- 
proofs, and  bjr  tin  optn  conlcmpt  of  tscripture  llirealenings,  are 
past  rvRlnimin);.  They  arc  now  fvarless  of  ihsl  jiidgiDciit,  the 
Ihoiiehl?  uhereof  make  the  devils  tremble  ;  but  the  time  will 
i^iortly  come,  when  tbe  word  of  the  li^hleous  God,  which  iiow 
ihej  despise,  shall  irresistibly  and  iiumediaicly  (like  lightning 
ihot  from  hearen )  destroy  them.  There  are  many  degrees  of 
ain,  many  steps  in  the  dcMcnt  to  hell ;  hut  the  lowest  and  near- 
«st  the  gate  of  that  infernal  prison,  is  the  trornful  derision  of 
God's  drt'Ndfiil  preparalion.t  lor  lh<!  wicked. 

Other.i  in  the  christian  church,  who  profess  and  presume  they 
are  true  believers,  yet  by  living  indulgently  in  their  pleasant  or 
profitable  sins,  discover  their  faith  is  counterfeii,  such  a  superfi- 
cial assent  to  the  truth  of  God's  word  that  is  without  efficjicy, 
and  will  not  aviiil  (hem  at  the  last.  I'nfeigned  fnilh  of  the  di- 
vine  ihrcnlcnings,  produces  Midi  a  fear  u  would  make  mrn  cir- 
ruRi!>pcct  over  their  hertrta  and  ways  :  the  fear  of  a  present  de- 
structive ei'il,  controls  the  most  eager  appetites,  It  is  recorded, 
that  when  the  army  of  Israel  was  in  pursuit  of  the  Philistines, 
S&ul  (to  complete  his  victory )  forbade,  upon  iwin  of  death,  thai 
any  should  taste  food  till  the  »un  was  down,  hi  the  chose  of 
their  enemie;!,  lh<-y  pass  through  a  wood  dropping  with  Iiooey  ; 
yet  notwithstanding  their  hunger  and  faintnesa,  and  the  easy 
proTlsions  before  them,  no  man  so  much  as  tasted  it ;  '*  lor  the 
people  feared  the  king's  oath."  And  did  men  Indy  believe  and 
Kar  the  law  of  God,  threatening  hell  for  sin,  would  they  daie 

■  to  cominit  it,  though  invited  by  pleasant  temptations  i  Nay,  not 
only  a  strong  feur,  but  the  mere  suspicion  of  great  danger,  will 
restrain  the  most  vehement  desires  of  nature.  What  person, 
though  inflamed  with  thirst,  would  drink  a  gla&s  of  cool  liquor, 
if  he  suspected  that  deadly  )>oison  were  mixed  with  it^  And  if 
men  were  persuaded  that  sin  is  attended  with  eternal  death,  would 
"they  drink  in  iniquity  like  water?"     The  Devils  themselves 

tare  tiot  able  to  conquer  the  fear  of  judgment  to  come,  they  "  b«- 

lUeve  and  tremble  :**  therefore  when  it  is  not  active  upon  the 
eonscieoce,  it  is  either  because  men  do  not  believe  it,  or  they 
fancy  that  retaining  their  beloved  Itisls,  they  may  obtain  an  easy 
absolution,  and  escape  the  damnation  of  hell,  which  the  eternal 
Judge  has  declared    shall  be  the  punishment  of  all  that  will  not 

J  cut  pfT  the  right  hand,  and  pluck  out  the  right  eye,  separate 
their  dearest  corruptions  from  them.     Astoi.ishingpervcrseneM' 

,  IIow  many  will  not  discern  nor  censure  that  fully  in  themselves, 
which  they  will  condemn  in  others  for  extreme  mattness?  If 
one  riotously  lavishes  away  hi*  esuie,  and,  for  the  short  plea- 
sure of  a  few  years,  be  reduced  with  the  prodigal  to  extreme 
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poTerlj',  and  to  loathsome  imprisonnient  alt  hit  Ufa  aftc 
lio  not  be  c^lecDicd   lo  have  l>cen  beside    liiiusolf?     \ 
•  very   lolciabk-    cusn,   in  coiiipaiiMD  of  exposing  llie  mjuI  la 
'ctcrnnl  vciigiuu'io,  for  itie  plvaMirut  o(  sin    ibat  are  bm    ia 
seuoQ. 

[3.]    Let  us  stcadfnstly  believe,  aod  fre<]U«nll>'  coosider, 
etemai  death  ia  fhe  tcagti  of  nin,  ihfit  tse  imy  renounce  it  wtl 
the  deepest  abhorrence,  and  forsake  it  fureter.  Wc  ikro  umi^^h 
Trom  llie  h  i»<lo>n  and  compasHiuii  of  our  Saviour,  Ibat  it  ia  i  |m>S^| 
erAil  means  lo  uiorlifj'  the  inrlinatiuii  to  sin,  und  (o  iwlucc  us  In 
prevent  and  resist  all  templaiioiis.     Tlu-  i«ul>l)lc  tempter  caniiat 

C resent  »ny  motive,  that  to  a  lecti&ed  mind  will  make  ain  rljflH 
le.  Let  the  scales  be  t-vcn,  aikd  put  in  one  all  the  delighls^H 
th«  senses,  all  the  pleasures  and  hotiors  ol  the  world,  ibal  t^H 
the  elements  of  carnal  felicity  ;  how  light  are  tliey  a)(Hiiisl  t^^| 
heavenly  glory .'  Will  (he  gain  of  ihc  world  corupensiitc  i^H 
lo6a  of  the  soul  and  salvation  forever  ?  ff  (here  Here  any  po^H 
stble  comparison  between  deluded  transient  vanilies,  and  l)^H 
happiness  that  is  l^ut)^t:lnti.ll  and  fralisfying  forever,  the  cboi^^l 
would  be  more  dttlicult,  and  Ihc  mistake  less  culpsbie  ;  but  ih^^l 
vuninh  iaio  nolhins  in  the  eompariwD.  According  to  the  jud^H 
laent  of  sense,  would  any  on«  choose  tlie  enjoyment  of  the  nu^H 
exquisite  pleasures  lor  a  year,  and  afterward^  Im  cuntvnl  to  lnir^| 
in  a  furnace  for  a  day,  much  less  to  enjoy  thent  lor  «  d.i  '  t^M 

bum  fur  a  year  ?  What  stupid  Itiutcs  arc  they,  \\\iu  A>i  '^| 

ary  dclij^hts  incur  (lie  fiery   indignation  of  Gwl  forover-'     I^l^l 
your  finger  wilh  the  llame  of  a  cuuille,  you  »ill  soon  di»cai'^H 
your  weakness.     Will  the  remembrance  of  sensuid  delights  ali^^| 
the  torments  of  the  damned  ^  When  carnal  lu»ts  arc  most  inflai^^| 
ed,  and  objects  are  present,  pain  will  extinguish  »II  the  plcasu^H 
of  Ihc  senses  :    and  if  actual  employment  cannot  atfoid  drlig^^| 
wbvTt  the  body  is  under  a  disease,  will  the  rcRcclions  u)>un  p*^^| 
pleasures  in  the  fancv  and  memory  refresh  jhi-  damned  in  the^H 
extreme  torments  ?  sio;  the  remembrance  will  iormilely  increa^^l 
their  anguish,  that  for  such  scemini;  and  sltorl  pi'.-asmcs,  l)iej^| 
brought  upoa  themselves  misery   intolerable,  without  eojc  ti^H 
end.     O  that  man  wmild  Mrip  sin  of  it» disguises,  ai>d  wa.>li  offil^H 
fUlloring  color:),  and  look  into  1(6  odious  luturc,  and  to  the  cui^H 
s«i]uenltul  evils  of  it  in  the  next  world !  O  (hat  ihey  would  cu  J^| 
sidej-  Ihey  hang  by  slender  stiings   (a  little  breath  that  expird^| 
every  mmule)    over  the  bottomless  pit,  and  that  within  a  litll^H 
nhilo  nothing  will  lemain  of  ihc  pleasures  of  sin,  but  the  tjndj^H 
ing  woriti,  and  the  ever-liiing  flames!  This  would  be  a  lueansl^H 
rniite  and  preserve  in  them  an  ioviucible  resolution  and  reluciark^l 
cy,  againt-t  all  li^mptalions  to  siu  and   provoke  God.     Rul  hoi^H 
hardly  are  men  induced  lo  exercise  (heir  minds  on  thU  Icriibl^H 
objeei  ?    They  think  least  of  hell,  who  have  most  reason  to  con^H 
jider  il.  .  ..    __  ^H 


or  HEt%' 


84» 


I 

I 

I 


Tu  (his  I  must  add,  thai  the  mere  fear  of  hell,  nai  t)ie  judictnl 
imprcuioi)  UDon  coniwieiicc  fiom  il,  is  nol  stifficjciit  lo  convert 
m«n  to  Goa:  lor  that  Mrvile  alTcctioii,  though  it  tnaj- Mop  a 
temptAlioD,  and  hinder  the  eruption  of  a  lu.it  into  the  gross  act, 
yet  (Iocs  iiul  reovw  llie  nature,  and  make  men  liolj-  und  beavonly, 
rheie  may  be  a  resi>ecltve  dislike  of  sin,  with  a  dirt-ct  alTtiction 
lo  iL  Besides,  (hat  religion  that  is  the  mere  ed'erl  of  fear,  will 
Im,  aiTording  to  the  nature  of  its  principle,  with  resistance  and 
UxHjble,  wavering  and  inconstant:  for  tnrmontine  fear  is  ropue- 
Buit  to  the  human  nature,  and  will  be  expelled,  if  possible,  fn 
ehorl,  the  fear  of  hell  maj  be  on\j  a  natural  atfcction,  thai  recoiU 
Iroio  what  is  painful  to  sense  :  therefore  it  is  the  ^''^at  design  of 
the  Ko»i>el,  bj-  the  *  fear  of  hell,  as  a  powerful  prfparaiive,  to 
make  way  for  the  love  of  God,  who  offers  pardon  and  indcmnilj' 
to  all  returning  dinners,  and  for  the  ho(i«  of  heaven,  the  blessed 
reward  promised  to  them.  No  offers  of  mere}-  will  picvai]  lo 
make  sinntrs  to  yield  themselves,  till  they  are  stormed  by  the 
terror*  of  the  I^rd.  But  when  the  fear  of  hell  has  made  « 
broach,  divine  grace  enters,  and  takes  possession.  As  the  vir- 
tue of  the  loadslonu,  when  encompassed  and  armed  with  iron,  is 
increased,  and  draws  a  far  greater  weight  than  when  it  is  naked 
and  single  ;  thus  the  atiraciives  of  heaven  arc  more  powerful  lo 
tnovc  the  hearU  of  men,  when  enforced  from  the  tenors  of  hell. 
Now  the  love  of  God,  and  ihe  hope  of  heaven,  are  spiritual 
afleclions ;  and  the  obedience  that  flows  fiom  ihem  is  volunlar^f 
from  the  entire  consent  of  the  soul,  and  persevering. 

LaMly,  From  ihecontiidrralion  of  the  punishment  determined 
for  sin,  we  may  iinder.'^land  how  dear  our  engsgcmenis  arc  lo  the 
Lord  iosHS  Christ.  Tlie  rector  and  judge  of  ihc  world  would 
Dot  release  the  guilty  without  a  ransom,  nor  the  surety  without 
•alisfaclion  ;  and  Ihe  Son  of  God  most  willingly  and  compassion- 
ately gave  his  precious  blood  the  price  of  our  redemption.  lie 
obtained  the  spirit  of  holiness,  lo  illuminate  our  minds,  lo  incline 
our  will!!,  lo  sanctify  our  affection.*;  without  wlinse  omni|)utcnt 
grace,  neither  ihe  hopes  or  fears  of  things  ^piriluat  and  future 
would  ever  have  cleansed  and  changed  our  hearts  and  lives.  W'c 
are  naturally  as  scnitelcss  as  ihe  dead,  as  to  what  concerns  our 
everlasting  peace,  blind  and  brutish ;  and  withoul  fear  should 
plunge  ourselves  into  destniclion,  if  the  spirit  of  power,  and  of 
a  sound  mind,  did  not  (juicken  and  direct  us  in  the  way  lo  ever* 
lasting  life.  0  that  we  might  fool  our  dear  obligations  to  him, 
who  has  "  delivered  us  from  the  wratli  lo  romf."'  and  purchased 
for  us  a  felicity  perfect,  and  without  end  !  I  would  not  lessen  and 
disparage  one  divine  work,  to  advance  and  exlol  another  ;  but  it 
is  a  truth  lh.il  shines  with  its  own  light,  and  is  declared  by  our 
Saviour,  that  our  redemption  from  hell  to  heaven,  a  a  mote  ex- 
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eellent  benefit  tliui  our  ereatioR  ;  in  «■  much  u  our  weU-betng 
ia  better  than  onr  being,  and  eternal  miwrj  ia  infinitelj  wone 
than  mere  not-being-  Our  Strionr  apeaka  of  Jodaa,  "  It  had 
been  better  for  him  if  he  bad  nerer  been  born."  How  eng>K* 
ing  is  the  love  of  Christ,  who  raised  as  from  the  bottom  of  heU 
to  the  bosom  of  God,  the  seat  of  happiness !  If  his  perfectioDS 
were  not  most  amiable  and  attractive,  yet  that  he  died  for  us, 
should  make  him  the  object  of  our  most  ardent  affections.  "  To 
those  who  beliere,  he  is  precious :"  To  those  who  hare  fell 
their  undone  condition,  and  that  by  his  merits  and  mediation  are 
restored  to  the  favor  of  God,  that  are  freed  from  tormenting 
fears,  and  revived  with  the  sweetest  hopes,  he  is,  and  wiU  be 
eminently  and  eternally  preeious.  "  Blessing,  and  honor,  and 
l^ry,  and  power,  he  to  Him  that  aitteth  upon  the  throne,  and 
to  the  Lamb  forever  and  ever." 
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